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PROLOGUE. 


^^IFO  houjholdsj  both  alike  in  dignity^ 
•^       In  fair  Verona^  Kx^bere  we  lay  ourfcene^ 
From  ancient  grudge  break  to  new  mutiny ^ 

Where  civil  blood  makes  civil  bands  unclean* 
From  fort b  t be  fatal  loins  of  tbefe  two  foes 

A  pair  offtar-croft  lovers  take  tbHr  life ; 
fFbofe  mifadventufd  piteoui  overthrows 

Doy  with  their  death,  bury  their  parents*  Jirife. 
The  fearful  pajfage  of  their  death-marked  love. 

And  the  continuance  of  their  parents*  rage, 
fFhich,  but  their  children^  end,, nought  could  remove. 

Is  now  the  two  bour^  traffick  of  our  ft  age  \ 
The  which  if  you  with  patient  ears  attend, 
fFbat  herejhall  mifs,  our  toil fhall ftrive  to  mend^^ 


*  This  prologue,  after  the  firft  copy  was  publifted  In  1597,  re- 
ceived feveral  alterations,  both  in  refpeift  of  corredlnefe  and  verlir 

fication.     In  the  folio  it  is  omitted, The  play  was  originally 

perfbnned  by  the  Right  Hancurabk  the  Lord  of  IJunfion  bisfervants* 

In  the  firll  of  K.  James  I.  was  made  an  ad  of  parliament  for 
ibme  reftraint  or  limitation  of  noblemen  in  the  protedion  of 
j^layerS)  or  of  players  under  their  fgndion,    Stee  vens. 
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vP^on?  Reprefentei  ., 

E  S  C  A  L  U  S,  Prince  of  Verona. 

Paris,  Kinffifon  ip  iie  I^rince. 

Monxz^wA  Heads  of  two  HoufeSy  at  variance  with 

Capulct,*    J     e^dch  other ^ 

Romeo,  S^  to  Montague.  ' 

Tybalt,  ]^nfmat^  to  C^ulet* 
An  old  Many  his  Coufin.  , 
Friar  hzmcncCf  a  Franci/cah. 
Trihr^ckiii^  if 'the  fame  order. 
Bakhafar,  Servant  to  Romo. 

qI^^q^^'}  "Servants  to ^^^ 

iS^ServmttolMtag^^^^  .- 

^bree  MujidaHs. 
Peter,  '     -       ■ 

Lady  Montague,  Wife  to  Montague. 

Zady  Capulet,  Wife  to  Capulet. 

jfuliet,  Daughter  to  ditpulet^  m  idve  with  R$mo: 

Nurfe  to  Juliet.  •,    '        / 

fHORUSy-^Pagej  Boy  to  PMris,  an  0^^,  an 

Jpothecary.     ''      ; 

Citizens  ofV^ronZyfeveraf  Men  andWmen,  relations 
to  both  Hottfes  \  Majkers^  Guards ^  Watch  and  other 
Attendants. 

"The  SCENE,  injbe  beginning  of  the  fifth  aSy  is  in 
MaHtw ;  during  all  tbrr^  of  the  play^  at  Verona. 
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HOMED  AW  JULIETS 

I      ■  ^111        I  III  ■    ■»■  .  I  I     ■ 1— i— ii— ■» 

A  C  T   i.       S  C  E  N  E    I. 

A      STREET, 
knter  SampfvHy  and  Gregory^  two  feriionts  of  Capukti 

Sam$  Gregory,  o'  my  word,  *  we'll  not  carry  c.oal$^ 
Greg.  No^  for  dien  ^e  Ihould  be  colliers. 

Sam. 

^  Tiie  flory  oh  which  thtft  pla^  is  founded,  is  relatisd  ts  a  trii^ 
one  in  GirvtatHo  de  h  Cortis  tiiftmy  qf  Virmuii  Ic  was  originally 
pobliifaed  by  an  anonymous  Italian  no?elift  in  1549  at  Venice; 
and  again  in  t^ii\  at  the  fame  place.  The  firft  edition  of  9an« 
dello's  work  amieared  a  year  later  than  the  laft  of  thefe  alreadr 
mentioned*  iWe  Bdifteau  copied  it  with  alterations  and  ad- 
ditions. Belleforeft  adopted  it  in  the  firft  volume  of  his  coiie6tidti 
1596;  but  veiy  probably  fome  edition  of  it  yet  more  ancient 

had 


*  'os^U  nat  carry  coals.]  Dr.  Warburton  rery  juftly  obferves, 
that  this  was  a-j^itife  ^MTtnerly  in  ufk  to  &gpi£y  the  hiarijtg  iefuciis  i 
but,  as  he  has  given  no  inftances  in  fuppoit  of  his  declaration,  I 
thought  it  neceflary  to  fubjoin  the  following : 

Nalb,  in  his  Have  with  you  to  Saffron  WaUen^  159^,  fays : 
*'  We  will  Jfear  no  colesy  I  warrant  you.      So,  Skelton : 
a  ^ — 1_  You^  I  fay,  Julian, 
^^  Wyll  yoM  hare  fio  coles  ?** 
80,  in  Msaikon^s  Antonio  and  MoUida,  2nd  part,   1602:   ''  He 
has  had  wrong,    and    if  I  were   he,  /  ivould   hear  no  coles** 
So,  in  Law  Tricks^  or,  JVJjo  would  have  thought  it  f  a  comedy, 
by  John  Day,  1608 :  •*  I'll  carry  coals  an  you  will,  no  horns  •** 
Again,  in  May- Day,  a  comedy  by  Chapman,  1610:    "  You 
muft  fwcar  by  no   man's  beard  but  your  own,  for    that  may 
breed  a  quarrel:   above  all  things,   you  muft  carry    no  coals. 
.  Aud  ^gain,  in  the  fame   play :    "  Now  my  ancient  bein^  a 
^  man  of  an  m-coal'cartyiKg  Ipirit,  &c.'*     Again,  in  B.  Jpnion's 
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6  ROMEO   A?^D  JULIET. 

Sam*  I  mean,  an  we  be  in  choler,  we'll  draw. 
Greg.  Ay,  while  you  live,  draw  your  neck  out  of 
the  collar. 

Santy 

had  feund  its  way  abroad;  as,  in  this  improved  fiate,  it;  was  tranf- 
lated into  Engliih,  andpubUihed  in  an  o^^tavo  volume  K6J9  but 
without  a  name.  On  this  occafion  it  appears  in  the  form  of  a 
poem  entitled,  Tbetragicall  Hiftorie  cf  Romet^  and  Juliet,  It  .\Vas 
republifhed  in  1587,  under  the  fame  title :  **  dntqynwg  in  it  a 
rare  Example  of  true  Conjiancie:  with  the  fubtill  CounfiU  andPrac- 
iifes  (fan  old  Fryer^  and  thiir  Event,  Imprinted  hy  R.  Rohinfon,*^ 
Among  the  entries  on  the  Books  of  the  Stationers*  Company,  I 
find  Feb.  18,  158a.  *' M.  Tottell]  Romeo  znd  Juletta:*  Again 
'Aug.  5,  1596:  *«  Edward  White]  a  new  ballad  of  Romeo  waA 
Juliettr  The  fame  ftory  ir  found  in  Ihe  Falace  rfPieafure: 
however,  Shakefpeare  was  not  entirely  indebted  to  Painter's 
epitome ;  but  rather  to  the  poem  already  mentioned.  Stanyhurfl, 
the  tranflator  of  Virgil  in  1582,  enumerates  Julietta  among  his 
heroines,  in  a  piece  which  be  calls  an  Epitaph,  or  Commuae 
.  Defun£torum :  and  it  appears  (as  Dr,  Farmer  has  obferved),  fro^ 
a  paiTage  in  Ames's  Typographical  Antic^uities,  that  the  flory  had 
likewife  been  tranflatea  by  another  hand.  Captain  Breval  in  bis 
Traveb  tells  us,  that  he  faw  at  Verona  the  tomb  of  thefe  unhappy 
lovers.    Steevens.  , 

This  llory  was  well  known  .to  the  Englilh.poets  before  the  tin;ic 
of  Shakefpeare.     In  an  old  colle<!ition  of  poems,  called  "  A  gorgeous 
**  galleiy  of  gallant  Inventions^  ^SJ^^  ^  ^"^  ^^  mentioned: 
*'  oirRomeus*  annoy  but  trifle  feems  to  mine." 

And 

■!      iiim    ■ .Ill    '     >i     i       ■    '■'■■        .■.■■■nwii.i.-i.ii.np  iiMinn    ii^i  ^iiiipf   II    m     11.11 

Every  Man  out  of  his  Humour :  **  Here  comes  ofte.that  will 
.  carry  coals  ;  ergo,  will  hold  my  dog,"  And,  laftly,  in  the  poet's 
own' Hen.  V:  "  At  Calais  they  ftole  a  fireihovel ;  I  knew  ^y 
that  oiecie  of  fcrvice  the  li^en  would  cany  coals^  Again,  in 
the  Makonant^  1604, 

**  Great  ilavcs  fear  better  than   love,  'born    nattarally   fot  * 
coaUbaJket^^     Steevens. 
■  »      carry  coals  ^ 
This  pbrafe  continued  to  be  in  ufe  down  tcf  the  middle  of  the 
laft  centuyy.    In  a  little  fatifical  piece  of  Sir  John  Birkenhead, 
.  inritled,   ''  Twb  -centuries  fof  Books]  of  St.  Paul's    Church- 
yard, &c.*'  publilhed    after  the  .death  of  K,  Cha.  I.  ^N**  ^a, 
page  50,  is  iiiferted  "  Fire^  Fire!  a  fmall  manual,  dedicated  tq 
[  Sir  Arthur    Hafelridge;    in  which  it  is  plainly  proved    by  a 
*'  whole  cKauldron  of  fcripture,  that  yc?/&/r  L/V^^r/t  will  not  fory 
f<?tf?i,"    By  Dr,  Gouge,    f  brcy. 
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S(im.  I  Alike  quickly*  being  mov*d. 

Greg.  But  thou  art  hot  quickly  mov'd  to  flrik^. 

Sam.  A  dog  of  the  houfe  of  Montague  moves  me. 

Gug. .  To  mov?,  is-r-to  (lir ;  an^  tq  be  valiant, 
}^ — to  ftand  to  it ;  therefore,  if  thou  art  mov'd,  thou 
runn'ft  away. 

Sam.  A  dog  of  that  houfe  Ihall  move  me  to 
{land  :  I  i)vill  take  the  wal}  of  any  man  or  maid  of 
Montague's. 

Qreg.  That  (hews  thee  a  weak  flave;  for  the 
weakeft  goes  to  the  wall. 

^am.  True;  and  therefore  women, being  the  weaker 
veflels,  are  ever  thruft  to  the  wall : — therefore  I  will 
pu(h  Montague's  men  from  the  wall,  and  thruft  his 
maids  to  the  wall. 

Greg.  The  quarrel  is  between  our  matters,  and  us 
their  men. 

Sam.  *Tis  all  one,  I  will  fhew  myfelf  a  tyrant: 
when  I  have  fought  with  the  men„  I  will  be  s  cruel 
with  the  maids ;  I  will  cut  off  their  heads* 

Greg.  The  heads  of  the  maids  ? 

^fm.  Ay,  the  heads  of  the  maids,  or  their  maiden* 
})eads ;  take  it  in  what  fenfe  thou  wilt. 

Greg.  They  muft  take  it  in  fenfe,  that  feel  it. 

Sam.  Me  they  (hall  feel,  while  I  am  able  to  ^and ; 
?nd,  'tis  known,  I  am  a  pretty  piece-pf  flefli. 

Greg.  'Tis  well,  thou  art  not  fife ;  if  thou  hadft. 

And  again,  Romeus  and  Juliet  ^re  celebrated  in  ^^  A  poq^  IC^i^^t 
his  Palace  of  private  Tkqfureiy  I  ^fjt^.^  ,  ' 

I  quote  thefe  paflagej  for  the  fake  of  ohtprving,  tliar,  if  3hake- 
fpeare  had  npt  read  'Painter's  tranfla^jbn,  it  is  not  likely  that  ho 
would  have  altered  th'e  name  to  Romeo,  -  There  was  another  novel 
on  the  fubjed  hy  L.  da  Porto  \  which  has  been  lately  printed  « 
Venice.'    F^jiRi^Et,    / 

The  two  entries  which  I  haVe  quoted  from  the  bdpks  at  Sta* 
doners'  Hall,  may  pollibly  difpoie  Dr.  farmer  to  retr^(Jt  his 
obferviatioa  concerning  Shakeipeare's  change  in  the  names. 

'  -—cruel  nxjith  the  maids;}  The  fiflt  folio  reads  civil  with  t!.e 
pjids;     JoHrjsow.TrSodoes  fhe4to,  i6oQ.    Sr^i^VENS. 

-   8  f  *^« 
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t         ROMEO  kitT>  SXJLlET^ 

thou  hadft  been  Poor  John.    Draw  thy  tool  yhttt 
comei  of  thi  houfe  of  the  Montagues. 

,  Enter  Ahrafnj  and  Baltbafar.    - 

Sam.  My  naked  weapon  is  out ;  quarrel,  1  wiB 
backihee. 

Greg.  .How  ?   turn  thy  back,  and  run  ? 

Sam.  Fear  mc  not. 

Grejg.  ^Q,  marry ;  I  fear  thee ! 

Sam.  Let  us  take  the  law  of  our  fides ;  let  them 
begin. 

Greg.  I  will  frown,  as  I  pafs  by  i  and  let  them 
take  it  a$  they  lift. 

Sam.  Nay,  as  they  dare.  4 1  will  bite  my  thumb  at 
them.5  which  is  a  difgrace  to  them,  if  thev  bear  it. 

Jbr.  Do  you  bite  your  thumb  at  us,  iir  ? 

Sam.  I  do  bite  my  thumb,  fir. 

^^ir^  Do  you  bite  your  thunib  at  us,  fir  ? 

Safh.  is  the  law  on  our  fide,. if  I  fay — ay  ? 

Greg.  No. 

*  7  nuiUhite  m  thutnib  at  them\  ivhich  is  a  tU/gract  to  them^  if 
they  hear  xV.]     60  it  iignifies  in  Randolph's  Mufis  Locki^-Gla/Sf 

«^3»  fc-3t.  P-45' 

Orgy&ts.  ♦*  To  bite  his  thumb  at  mc. 
Argus.'     *'  Why  ffaould  not  a  man  bite  his  thumb  ? 
•    Orgyhs.  •*  At  me  ?  were  I  fcorn'd,  to  fee  men  bite  thtir 
thumbs ; 
**  Rapiers  and  daggers^  &c.'*  Dr.  Gr  at. 

Dr.  Lodge,  in  a  pamphlet  called  Wits  Mferie,  &c. .  I59^> 
has  this  pauage.  '^  Behold  nexrl  fee  Contempt  marching  forth, 
^  giving  mce  the  Jico  witi  his  tbombe  in  bis  mouth!*  In  a  tranf- 
iation  from  Stephens's  Apology  fir  Herodotus^  in  1607,  page  142^ 
I  meet  with  thefe  words :  *'  It  is  faid  of  the  Italians,  if  they  once 
**  hite  their  fingers^  ends  in  a  thireatning  manwr^  God  knows,  if 
**  they  fet  upon  their  enemies  face  to  face,  it  is  becaufe  they 
•*  cannot  aflail  them  behind  their  backs,**  Perhaps  Ben  Jonfon  ri- 
dicules this  fcene'of  Romeo  and  Juliet^  in  his  jNenulnn  : 
**  Huf.  How,jj>iIlitF 

«  ^/////atme? 
«*  Tip.  I  reck  not,  but  IjpHNt."    Steevens; 

Sam. 
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ROMEO  AR0  JULIET-  9 

Sam.  No^  fir,  I  da  not  bite  Ajr  thumb  at  you^  fir; 
but  I  bite  my  thumb,  fin 

Greg.  Do  you  quarrel,  fir  ? 

Jlr.  Quarrel,: fir?  no,  fm 

Sawt.  If  you  do,  fir,  I  am  for  you  5  I  fcrvc  as  good 
a  man  as  you. 

jih.  No  better. 

Sam.  Well,  fir. 

'  Enter  BenvoUo. 

Greg.  Say — better  5  here  comes  one  of  my  mailer's 
kinfmen^ 

Sam.  Yes,  better,  fir.  ..  ; 

Abr.  You  lye. 

Sam.  DraWjif  you  be  men— .Gregory,  rcnicniher 
thy  fwafhing  blow  7.  [TJb^fgh. 

Ben.  Part,  fools ;  put  up  your  fwords  ^ 
You  know  not  what  you  do. 

'  Efitir  Bemfoli&A  Much  of  thiSffcene  is  added  fince  ttie  fir  ft 
edidon ;  but  probably  b^  Shakcfpcare,  fince  wc  find  it  in  that  of 
the  year  i  J99.    Pope. 

.  •  **  Here  comes  one  of  my  Mcfier*s  kinfmeh."  Some  miftakc 
bas  happened  in  this- place:  Gregory  is  a  fervant  of  the  Capukts  ; 
and  BenvcUo  was  of  the  Montague  fiidion.    Farmer. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  miflake.  Gregory  may  mean  Jyhalt^  who 
enters  immediately  i^ttBenvoUo^  but  on  a  different  part  of  the  flage. 
The  eyes  of  the  fervant  may  be  direded  the  way  he  fees.  Tybalt 
coming,  Siftd  in'the  mean  time,  £envo(io  enters  on  the  oppoiite 
fide.    Steevens. 

^  "^hy  /w<{lhii^  hkw^    Ben  Jonfon  ufcs  this  cxpreflion  in  his 
-  St{^  fir  News :  *•  I  do  confefs  ^Jwa/hifig  hiow.**    In  the  nree 
Ladies  of  London^  1^4^  Fraud  {ays: 

**  I  m\l  flaunt  it  and  brave  it  after  the  iufty  Swajh!* 
Again,  in  As  you  like  it : 

**  111  have  a  martial  and  z^f^qlhing  outfide."  • 
To  fasajh  feems  ro  havfe  meant  to  be  a  bully,  to  be  noifily  valiant. 
So,  Green,  in  his  Card  of  Taney y  1608,  *'  —  in  fpending  and 
**  ipoiling,  in  fwearing  and  fvjollnngP  Barrett,  in  his  Ahcarie^ 
1580,  iays,  that  *'  to fiuq/h  is  to  make  a  noife  with  fwordes  againft 
•*  tci^ts."    Steevens* 

Enter 
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lo        ROMEO  AKD  JULIET- 
JS^ir/^  Tybalt. 

Tyb.  What,  art  thoy  drawn  amoijg  thcfe  hcartkfi 
hinds  ? 
Xurn  thee,  Benvoljo,  look  upon  thy  death. 
.    Btn.  i  do  but  keep  the  peace ;  put  up  thy  fword^ 
Or  manage  it  to  part  thefe  men  with  me. 
Tyb.  What,  drawn,  and  talk  of  p^ace  ?     I  hat? 
the  word. 
As  I  hate  hell,  all  Montagues,  and  the^ ; 
jjjv^  at  thee,  coward. 

Enter  three  or  four  citizens ^  witi  clubs^ 

Cit.  Clubs,  bills,  and  partizans  !  firike !  beat  them 
dpwn ! 
Ppwn  with  the  Capulets !  down  with  the  Montagues ! 

Enter  0ld  Capulet^  in  hisgwfni  and  lady  Capukt. 

Cap.  What  noife  is  this  ?— ®  Give  me  my  long 
fword,  ho ! 

La.  Cap.  A  crutch,  a  crutph  l-r^Why  call  you  fpr 
a  fword  ? 

Cap.  My  fword,  I  fay ! — old  Montague  is  come. 
And  (loqriflbes  his  blade  in  fpight  of  me« 

Enter  old  Montague^  and  lady  MontagUf. 

Mon.  Thou  villain,  Capulet, Hold  njff  n9t, 

let  me  go. 

?  Gi*ve  me  m^  long  fword.']     The  Zi^/rg'^^w^  was  the  fword  ufed 
in  war,  which  was  Ibmetimes  wielded  ^irh  Doth  hands.   Johns oif« 
This  long  fvjord  is  mentioned  in  The  Co^ccomh^  a  comedy  by 
Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  where  the  juftice  fays  : 

"  Take  their  con  feiliong,  ^n^  my  long  fword; 
"  I  cannot  tell  wh^t  danger  we  may  meet  wjth,"  . 
Jt  appears  that  it  was  once  the  fajhiox^  ^o  y(Q3\x  Vf(Q  fvyords  of 
different  fizes  at  the  fame  time* 
§0  in  Decker* s  Satiromajtix  f 

*'  Peter  Salamander,  tie  up  your  frcat  and  your  JittkfMor^*^ 

Steepens. 
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La.  M^n.  Thou  (bait  not  fiir  one  foot  io'fcek  a  foe. 

Enter  Prince^  with  attendants.    • 

.   Prin*  ^lebelliops  fubjefts,  enemies  to  peace^;_ 

Profanerspf  this  neigh bopr-ftained  fteel; —   , 

Will   they  not    hear?— what  ho!    ym  men,   ybu 

beafts,—        ■  . 
That  quench  the  fire  of  your  pernicious  rage 
With  purpje  fountains  iffuing  from  your  veins,-— 
On  pain  of  torturcj  from  thofe  bloody  hands 
Throw  your  niif-temperM  weapons  9  to  the  ground^ 
And  hear,  the  fentenc?  of  your  moved  priqce.— 
Three  civil  brawls,  bred  of  aii  airy  word. 
By  thee*  jjld  Capulet,  ^nd  Montagu?, 
Have  thrice. difturb'd  the  quiet  of  bur  fl:re?t$j" 
And  made  Verona's  ancient  citizens  .      . 
C^ft  by  tbeir  grave  befeemin^  oY^a'mentii         .  ' 
To  wield  old  partizans,  in'hands  as  old,  '  /   ^ 

Cankred  with  peace,  to  part  yoiir'cankred  h^teV  ' 
\f  ever  you  diftiirb  our  Kreets  againi,       ^' 
Your  lives  (hall  pay  the  forfifit  of  the  peace. 
For  this  time,  all  the  reft  depart  away  ;       - 
You,  Capulet,  ihall  go  along  with  rtie ; 
And,  Montague,  come  y(^u  this  afternooh,  '     ^ 
To  know  our  further  pleafure  in  this  cafe,       ^ 
To  old  Free  town,  our  qommon  judgrocnt-rplace, 
Once  mpre,  on  pain  of  dqath,  all  men  depart. ' 

[Exeunt  Prince^  Capulet y  6?^. 

Mon^  Who  fet  this  anc^edt  qUarrel  new  abroach  i-rm 
Speak,  nephew,  were  yop.by,  when  it  began  ? 

Ben.  Here  were  the  fervants  of  your  advcrfary. 
And  yours,  clofe  fighting  ere.  I  did  approach  ; 
I  drew  to  part  them  ;  in  the  inftant  came 
The  fiery  Tyb;jlr,  with  h\s  fword  prepared  ^ 

f  -^  mJs^tehtfier*ri  weoporiS,  are  angry  weapons.    So  In  JC  ^^iff  s 
^*  J'his  inundation  of  misrtmf^ii hMxaaaXf  &9."  SxfiEVEVs. 
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Whicht  as  he  br^thM  ^cfi^inpe^Q ipyicars^    .   ^^ 
He  fwung  about  his  head,  and  cut  the  winds. 
Who,  nothing  huit  .withal,  hifi'd.hifli  in  fcorn : 
Whil^  we  were  interchanging  thrufts  apd  blow^^ 
Came  more  and  more,  and  fought  on  part  alnd  parf^ 
/Till  the  prince  came,  who  parted  cither  part.  'V 

La.Mon.  0,where  isRomeo ! — fawyou  him  to-day  ? 
Right  glad  I  am>  he  was  not  at  this  fray. " 

JBen.  Mad^m>  an.  hour  before  the  worlhipp*^  fu^i 
PeerM  forth  the  golden  window  of  the  eaft  % 
A  troubled  itnind ^rave  n^e  to  walk  abroad;     -  '  ,; 
Where— underneath  the  grove  of  fyc^mour,       ^ 
That  weftward  rpoteth  from  the  city*  fide —         ' ; 
So  early  Walking' did  I  fc^  your  fon  : 
Towards  him  I  m^dc ;  biit  he  was  *ware  of  me^ 
And  tlole  into  the  covert  of  the  .wood  :  _  /  .' 

I,  mcafuring  his  affeflions  by  my  own, — 
*  That  mbft  are  bufied  when  they  are  moft,alone,rr- 
Purfti'd  mv  hPtnour,  not  purfuing  his, 
^  And  gladly  fljunn^d  who  gladly  fled  from  me. 

Mon^  Many  a  morning  hath  he  there  been  feej^, 
With  tears  augmenting  the  frefh  morning's  deW, 
Adding  to  clouds  more  clouds  with  his  deep  figh$  i 
But  all  fo  foon  as  the  all-chearitig  fun 
Should  in  the  furtheft  eaft  begin  to  draw 

*  Fcer^d  forth  the  goUen    window    of  the  eafi.]     The    fame 
thpugbt  occurs  in  Spcnfer's  Faery^ee/tj  B«  2.  C.  lo. 
M  Early  before  the  morn  with  cremofin  ray 
"  The  *uiw<i6nA;f  of  bright  heaven  opeijed  hafl, 
♦*  Through  which  into  the  world  the  dawning  day 
"  Might  looke,  &c.**    Steevens.  ' 

'  *.  -T^at  mofi  an  hufad^  &c.]    Edition  1597.    Inftead  -of  which 
it  is  in  the  other  edition  thus :  ' 

bymyowti, 
Which  then  moft  fought,  where  moft  might  not  be  ifoti^^ 
Being  one  to©  many  by  rty  weary  ielf,  •* 

Purfu'd  iny  humour,  &c.     Pope. 
•  ^     ?  Jind^dy^JhunfCd^txxi.\    Tlie  ten  lines  foiiowlng,  iitt  in 
edition  i  CQ7,  but-in.the  next  of  1  C99*    PoP£, 

The 
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Tbeflisdy  ctiirtatns  from  Aurora's  bcdt 
Aw«y  from  light  fteals  home  my  heavy  fon. 
And  private  in  his  chamber  pens  himfelf ; 
Shuts  up  his  windows^  tocks  fiiir  day-light  ouCf 
And  makes  himfelf ian  artiSoial. night: 
Black  and  portentous  muft  this  humour  prove, 
Unlefs  good  coulifel  may  th^  ca\;ife  remove. 
Ben."  My  iioble  uncle)  do  you  know  the  caufe?  / 
Mm^  I  neither  know.it,  nor  can  learn  it  of  him. 
4  Ben.  Have  you  importuned  him  by  any  means  ? 
Atbn.  Both  by  ihyielf,  atBdmfany  other  friends: 
But  he,  his  own  afFe6tions\  cou)iielior. 
Is  to  himfelf — I  will  not  fay,  how  true— 
JSut  to  himfelf  fo  fecret  and  fo  clofe. 
So  far  from  founding  and  difcovefy. 
As  is  the  bud  bit  imth  an  envk>Us  worm. 
Ere  he  can  fpcead  his  fweet  leaves  to  the  air, 
5  Or  dedicate  his  beauty  to  the  fame* 
iCocU  we  but  learn  ffom  whence  his  forrows  ffoWf 
We  would  as-  wiUingly  give  cure,  as  know. 

Enter  Romeo,  at  a  dijiance. 

Ben*  See,  wherehecomes :  So  pleafeyou,ftep  afidc; 
ril  kiidw  his  •gfievance,  or  be  much  denyVl. 

f  Ben.  ffifwyou  iii^vript^i^  Sfc.]  Thefb  tviro  fpeecbes  aUb 
omitted  in  edition  xVfl^  but  injfeited  in  ICM.    Pops* 

'  X)r  diJtcate  kis  %eanty  to  the  fame.]  When  we  come  to  ooH* 
iider,  that  thjcre  is  ipme  power  elfe  befides  babfsf  air,  that  bnngs 
forth,  and  makes  the  tender  buds  fpre^  themielTeB,  I  do  not  think 
it  improbable  that  the  poet  wrote^ 

Or  dedicate  hii  bjeaufy  to  the  &m» 
Or»  according  to  the  more  obiblete  fpdlhig,  Sunae;  which  brings 
It  nearer  to  the  traces  of  the  obrrupccct  text,    T»£OBAtD» 

1  dulnot  but  fufped^  that  fome  lines  lire  loft,  which  conneSed 

this  fimijie  more  clofely  with  the  ^regoing  fpeech:  thefe  lines, 

'  if  fuch  ifaefe  vrtrCf  lamented  the  danger  that  Romeo  will  die  of 

his  mdahcholy,  before  his  Tirtues  or  abilities  were  known,  to  the 

wt>rld.    JoHKsbN.  .. 

I  fuipe6b  no'  lofs  of  conne6^iag  lines.  The  fame  eitpreflion 
Occurs  ill  TSwiw,  Aft.  4.  Sc.  2. 

f^  A'ik£cdfedbtgfftU)A»airi^       Stseveks.     . 

Mon. 
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Mon.  I  would,  thou  wcrt  lb  happy  by  thy  fta^^ 
To  hear  true  fhrift* — Come,  madam,  let's  away. 

\J^ctunh 
Ben.  Good  rilorrow,  coufin. 
Rom.  Is  the  day  fo  young  ^^  ? 
Ben.  But  new  ftruck  ninCi 
R&mk  Ay  me!  fad  hours  feem  long.^ 
Was  that  my  father  that  went  hence  fo  faft  ? 
Ben.  It  was :— What  fsldnefs  lengthens  Romeo'i 

hours?'  ' 
R^m.    Not  having  that,  which,  having,  makes 

them  (hbrt. 
Ben.  In  love? 

Rom.  Out  7 

Ben.  Of  love  ?  . 

Rom.  Out  of  her  favour,  where  I  am  in  love* 
Ben.  Alas,  that  love,  fo  gentle  in  his  view. 
Should  be  fo  tyrannous  and  rough  in  proof! 

Rom.  Alas,  that  love,  whofe  view  is  muffled  ftilf^ 
Should,  without  eyes,  fee  path-ways  ^  to  his  will ! 

Where 

.  •  Is  xht  day  (o^oungf  i.  c.  is  it  to  early  in  the  day?  The 
fameexpredion  (which  might  once  have  been  popular)  I  meet  with 
fn  Acolafiusy  a  comedy  15:29  :  *'  \i  \%Tjtx young  nyghtty  or  there  is 
yet  moche  of  the  nyghte  to  come."    Steevens. 

'  Rora.  Out — J  I  take  out  not  to  be  an  imperftft  part^-of  a 
fentence  cut  oflf  by  apoiio{)efi8 ;  but  rather  th9  interjedion  flill  ufpd 
in-  the  north,  where  they  fay  Out!  much  in  the  fame  fcnfe  as  we 
fay  J5^  /-^Romco  indeed  afterwards  tags  a  (entence  with  it,  but 
that  he  is  led  into  by  Benvolio's  fupplcment  to  the  firft  Out. 
So,  in  another  fcene  of  this  play : — Out  alas  /  (he's  <?old.     Pe r  c  V. 

Why  (hould  Romeo  ^yfyel  on  being  aflted  if  he  w^ne  in  love  ? 
Does  he  not  acknowledge  his  being  fo,  in  the  very  next  line  ? 
Would  he,  a  character  ail  made  up  of  love^  ufe  fuch  terms  of  re- 
fentment  or  fliame^  as  Out!  or  ^/  on  being  fufpe<5tedof  a  palEon 
in  \«hich  he  gloried  ?Steeven^8« 

•  — tohi$<vi:ill!]  Sir  T.Hanmtr^  and  after  him  Dr.  Warburton* 
read,  to  hisV//.  The  prefent  reading  has  forae  obfcurity ;  the  mean-. 
ing  may  be,  that  love  finds  out  means  ro  purfuc  his  dejire.  That 
the  blind  fhbuld  find  paths  to  illks  no  great  wonder.    Johnson. 

I  fee  no  obfcurity  in  the  text.  It  is  not  unufual  for  thofe  w^o 
ape  blinded  by  love  to  bferlook  every  difficulty  that  oppofes  their 
putfuit.    NiCHois* 

The 
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Where  Iball  we  dine? — O  me!— What  fray  waS 

here? 
Yet  tell  me  not,  for  1  have  heard  it  all. 
Here's  much  to  do  with  hate,  but  more  with  love:— 
9  Why  Ihert,  O  btaWlittg  love !  O  lovbg  hate  I 

The  quarto  t^^i,  reads 

Should,  without  Znvj,  ^ivte  path- ways  tb  our  Will! 
This  reading  is  the  moft  intelligible.    Steevews, 

9  Wfy  tben^  O  howling  lw€y  &c.]  Of  thefe  lines  neither  th^ 
iTenie  nor  occafion  is  very  evident.  He  is  not  yet  in  love  with  aa 
enemy ;  and  to  love  one  and  hate  another  is  no  fuch  uncommon 
flate,  as  jcan  deferve  all  this  toil  of  antitheils. .  Johnson. 

Had  Dr.  Johnfbn  attended  to  the  letter  pf  invitation  in  tht 
next  fcene„  he  would  havb  found  that  Rofalihe  was  niece  to 
Capufet.    ANONYMOUS. 

Eve)ry  fonnettcer  charadlcrifes  Love  by  cOntrarieti^*  Watibn 
begins  one  of  his  canzonets : 

**  Love  is  a  fowre  delight,  a  fugred  griefe, 
**  A  living  death,  «n  ever-dying  life,  &c.**. 
Tuibcrville   makes   Reafon  hafai^ufe  againft  it  in  the  fame 
manner : 

**  A  iierie  fix)ft,  a  flame  that  frozen  is  with  ife ! 
"  A  heavic  burden  light  to  beare!  a  vertue  fraught  with 
;*  vice!   &C.''  * 

Immediately  from  the  Rmnauta  eftbe  Rofe: 
^*  lAue  it  is  an  hatefuU  pees, 
*^  A  free  a^uitaunce  without, reles—J*-« 
^*  An  bimfte  burthen  light  to  heare^ 
**-  A  wicked  wawe  awaie  to  weare  t 
**  And  health  full  of  maladie, 
*^  And  charitie  full  of  envie 
**  A  laughter  that  in  weping  aie, 
^  **  Reft  that  trauaileth  night  and  daie,  &c.'* 
This  kind  of  antithefis  was  ver^  much  the  tafte  of  the  Provert^al 
and  Italian  poets ;  perhaps  it  might  be  hinted  by  the  ode  of  Sap- 
pho preferved  by  Longinus.    Petrarch  is  full  ot  it : 
•*  Pace  non  trovo,  e  non  ho  da  far  guerra, 
**  £  temo,  e  ipero,  e  ardo,  e  fon  uo  ghiaccio, 
•    ♦*  E  volo  fopra'l  ciel,  e  ghiaccio  in  terra, 

"  E.  nulla  ftringo,  e  tuttol  mondo  abbraccio,  &c."  Son.  lo^. 
Sir  Tho.  Wyat  gives  a  tranflation  of  this  fonnet,  without  any  no^ 
tice  of  the  original,  under  the  title  of,  Defcription  of  the  contrarious 
FqBtMs  in  a  Louer,  amongft  the  Songes  andtknnetiis^  by  jhe  Earle 
•f  Surrey,  and  others,  1574.    Faricer. 

Oany 
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O  ^ny  thing,  of  nothing  4irft  created ! 
O  heavy  lightnefs  !  ferious  vanity ! 
Mif-(hapen  chaos  of  weU-ieeming  foims  t 
^Feather  of  lead,  bright  frtjofce,  cold  fire,  fick  hcsiJth  I 
Still-waking  flecp,  that  is  Jiot  what  it  is  !-^ 
This  love  feel  I,  that  feel  no  love  in  this. 
Doft  thou  not  laugh  ? 

Ben.  No,  coz,  I  lather  weep. 

Rom.  Good  heart,  at  what? 

Ben.  At  thy  good  heart's  oppreffion. 

Rom.  '  Why,  fuch  is  love's  tranigieilion.^— 
Griefs  of  mtneown  lie  heavy  in  fny  breaft^ 
'Which  thou  Vf'ilt  propagate,  to  have  it  preft 
With  more  of  thine :  this  love,  that  thou  haft  Ihow|i» 
Doth  add  more  grief  to  too  jzuich  of  mine  own. 
Love  is  a  fmpke  rais'd  with  the  funie  of  fighs; 
*  Being  purged,  a  fire  fparkling  in  lovers'  eyes ; 
'^ing  vex'd,  a  fea  nourilb'd  with  lovers*  tears: 
What  is  it  elfe  ?  a  madnefs  moft  difcreet, 
.  A  choakii^g  gall,  and  a  preferving  fiveet. 
Farewel,  my  cpz.  (Going. 

Ben.  Soft,  I  will  go  along ;  : 

An  if  you  leave  me  fo,  you  do  me  wroi^. 

Rom.  Tut,  I  have  Icift  myfelf ;  I  am  not  here; 
This  is  not  Romeo,  he's  fome  other  where. 

*  Wby^  fuch  is  hm^s  troM^Jum.^  Such  is  the  confequence 
of  unlkilrul  and  miflaken  kindneft.    Johnson. 

^  Being,  purg'd,  a  fire  ffarkUitg  in  lover ^  9^\\    The  author 

may  mean  being  fwrged  cffmtie^  but  ic  is  perhaps  a  neaning  niSver 

.  .given  to  the  word  in  any  other  place.    1  would  rather  ttiAf  Being 

urgMy  afire Jparilimg.    Being  exdted  and  inforced*    To  «r^<the 

fire  is  the  technical  term.    Johnson. 

3  Beif^  .vex*d^  ^c]  As  this  line  ftands  fingte^  it  is  like- 
ly that  the  for^^g  or  folbwing  line  diat  rhym'd  to  it  is 
loft.    Johnson. 

It  does  not  feem  neoeffiuy  to  fiippofe  any  line  loft.  In' the 
fermer  fpeech  about  Love's  contsarifities,  there  are  feveral  lines 
which  have  no  other  to  rhime  with  diem ;  as  alfo  in  the  follandng, 
about  RoMnj's  chaltity.  .  St££Tens. 

i  Ben. 
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Sen.  4  Tell  me  ia  fadncfs,  who  Ihc  is  you  love  ? 

Rom.  What^  (hall  I  groan,  and  tell  thee  ? 

Ben.  Groan  ?  why,  no ; 
But  fadly  tell  me,  who. 

Rom.  Bid  a  fick  man  in  fadnefs  make  his  will :— - 
O  word  ill  urg'd  to  one  that  is  fo  ill  !  — 
In  fadnefsj  coufin,  I  do  love  a  woman. 

Ben.  I  aim'd  fo  near,  when  I  fuppos'd  you  lov'd. 

Rom.  A  right  good  marks-man ! — And  Ihe's  fair  I 
love. 

Ben.  A  right  fair  mark,  fair  coz,  is  fooneft  hit. 

Rom.  Well,  in  that  hit,  you  mifs :  Ihe'il  not  be  hit 
With  Cupid*«  arrow,  Ihe  hath  Dian's  wit ; 
5  And,  ^  in  ftrong  proof  of  chaility  well  arm'd, 
From  love's  weak  childilh  bow  (Jic  lives  unharm'd. 
She  will  not  ftay  the  fiege  of  loving  terms, 
Nor  bide  the  encounter  of  affailing  eyes. 
Nor  ope  her  lap  to  faint-feducing  gold : 
O,  fhe  is  rich  in  beauty  ;  only  poor. 
That,  when  fhe  dies,  i  with  beauty  dies  her  ftore. 

Ben. 

*  fjUme  injadne/sfl  Thitf  is,  tell  mc  gravefy^  tell  me  in Jeriouf* 
nefs.    Johnson. 

5  And  in  ftrong  proof  &c.]  A«  this  play  was  written  in  the 
reiffi  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  I  cannot  help  regarding  thefe  fpeeches 
of  Konieo  as  an  oblique  comjpliment  to  her  roajefly,  who  was  not 
liable  to  be  difpleafed  at  hearing  her  chaility  praifed  after  (he  was 
fufpeded  to  have  loft  it,  or  her  beauty  commended  in  the  67  th 
yesMT  of  her  age,  though  (he  never  poifeiTed  any  when  fhe  was 
young.  Her  declaration  that  (he  would  continue  unmarried  in* 
creaies  the  (nrobability  of  the  prefent  fuppofition.    St e  e  ve  n  s  • 

*  — in  ftrong  froaf\  In  chaftity  of  proof ^  as  we  fay  in  armour  of 
proof.     Johnson. 

7  ,^^.nf)itb  beauty  Mes  her  ftore.']  Mr.  Theobald  reads,  **  With 
"  her  dies  bcauty*8^^^  ;'*  and  is  followed  by  the  two  fucceeding 
editors.  I  have  replaced  the  old  reading,  becaufe  I  think  it  at  leaft 
as  plaufible  as  the  corredlion.  She  is  ricb^  lays  he»  in  beauty^  and 
only  poor  in  being  fubjedt  to  the  lot  of  humanity,  that  J^er  ftore^  oc 
riches,  can  be  dejtroyed  by  deaths  who  {hall,  by  the  fame  blow,  put 
an  end  to  beauty.    Johnson. 
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^en.  Then  fhe  hath  fworn,  that  fhe  will  ftill  liv^ 

-chiftc?.  .  , 

^  Rom*  ^he  Hath,  and  in,  that  iparing  make^  htig^ 
wafte;, 

f'of  beautjr,  ftarv'd  with  htr  fctcrit/i 

Cuts  beauty  off  from  all  pofterity  9. 

She  is  too  fair,  too  wife  j  »  wifely  too  fair^ 

^o  merit  blifs  by  makiflg  fhe  defpair : 

She  hath  forfworri  to  love  ;  knA;  in  that  vowj 

bo  I  live  dead,  thdt  live  to  tell  it  ridw. 

Ben.  Be  ml  d  by  n:iei  forget  to  think  of  heh 
Horn.  Oj  teach  me  how  I  (hbiild  forget  to  think} 
Ben.  By  giving  liberty  unto  thine  eyes  i 

fexamine  other,  beauties. 

.    Rbm.  'Ti)j  the  way 

To  call  hi;rs,  exquifitei  in  queftion  Hiote : 

Thcfe  happy  ihaflcs  *,  that  fcifs  fair  ladies'  browsj 

Being  black,  piic  us  in  mind  they  hide  tht  hit  i  . 

He^  that  is  ftrucken  blind^  cannot  forget 

TheobaldV  alteration  itiay  bci  countetianced  by  thfe  following 
padage  in  Sivjetnam  ArraigiCd^  a  comedy,  i6ioi 
^*  Natvrc  now  (hall  boaft  no  mort 
«  Of  thi  riches  of  hfcr  fiorc ; 
*?  Sinccj  in  this  her  chiefeA  priiCi 
**  All  the  ftock  of  beauty  dies/* 
Again,  in  tjhe  14th  SonnccofShikcfpearei  ^ 

**  Tliy  end  is  truth's  and  beauty's  doom  and  date* 
Again,  inMkdihger's  yirgin-Martfr : 
,  «* -i-i- with  her  diea 

«  The  abftraft  of  all  fwecfcnefs  that's  in.  woman;"  STEfEVErfrf: 

•  Rjoum  -Sir  hath^  and  ifi  thatjfarwg^  &c,;]  None  of  the  follow- 
Log.  fpecchw  of-  this  fcene  are  in  theiirft  edition  of  1397^  .  Pope* 

^  For  h€akty^fiar<v^d  wkhher  feverityl^ 
..    Cuts  beauty  <^ fr^^  ^^ P^J^^^^Qf*\ 
Sb  vA  our  author's  Third  Sonnet:  . 

f*  Orivho  is  he  fo  fond  will  be  the  tpmb 

^*  Of  his  felf-love,  to  iko^ pofterit)  ?^  Malone, 

*  '-^to^wtfij^fair.']  Hai^Mer«  tor  njjijely  ho  ^2\r^  JoHNsoN-i 
^  ^  Thcfe  bo]^  rnajh^  &c.]  i.  c«  the  malks  worn  by  female 
fp^ators  of  the  play.  Former  editors  print  thofe  inftead  of  thefe^ 
but  without  authority,    St££Y£N5« 
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The  precious  treafure  of  his  cye-fight  loft : 
Shew  me  a  miftrefs  chat  is  pafiing  fair. 
What  doth  her  beauty  ferve,  but  as  a  note 
Whepc  I  may  read,  who  pafs'd  that  paffinjg  fair  ? 
Farewel ;  thou  canft  not  teach  me  to  forget '. 
Ben.  V\\  pay  that  doftrine,  or  elfe  dip  in  debt, 

[Exeunt. 

§    C    E    N    E      IL 

A    STREET. 

Enter  Capetlet,  Paris^  and  Servant. 

Cap.  And  Montague  i$  bound  as  well  as  I, 
,In  penalty  alike ;  and  *tis  not  hard^  I  think. 
For  men  fb  old  as  we  to  keep  the  peace. 

Par.  Of  honourable  reckoning  are  you  both ; 
And  pity  'tis,  you  liv'd  at  odds  fo  long. 
But  now,  my  lord,  what  fay  you  to  my  fuit  ? 

Cap.  But  faying  o'er  what  I  have  faid  before : 
My.  child  is  yet  a  ftranger  m  the  world, 
She  hath  not  feen  the  change  of  fourteen  years ; 
Let  two  more  fummers  wither  in  their  pride. 
Ere  we  may  think  Tier  ripe  to  be  a  bride. 

Par.  Younger  than  Ihe  are  happy  mothers  made. 

Cap.  4  And  too  foon  marr'd  are  thofe  fo  early  made. 

^  Thffu  canft  not  teach  me  t»firget»'] 
*^  Of  all  afflidioQs  taught  a  lover  yet, 
**  *Ti8  furc  the  bar  Jeft  fcience,  to  forget^'* — Pope's  Ehlfa. 

Steevens. 
•  And  toofioM  mart'd  are  thojefo  earfy  made.]    The  410,  1597, 
leads  :-^And  too  ibon  marred  are  thofe  fo  early  married* 

Puttenham,  in  his  Art  ^' Poetry^  ^  5^9?  w^<5s  this  expreffion,  which 
fiems  to  be  proy«'bial>  as  an  inllance  of  a  figure  which  he  calls  the 
4^£hwtd: 

♦*  Th^tixa^AxhvXfQMman'iedit^fiqn  marred \%»^         ,      ^ 
The  jingle  between  marred  and  made  is  likewiHe  frequent  ainonj{ 
^  old  writers.    So  Sidnev : 

**  Oh!  he  is  w^wtV  that  is  for  others  ii(M/i5p/** 
Spen&r  introduces  it  very  often  in  his  difierent  poems.  St£SV£N|« 
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The  earth  hath  fwallow'd  all  my  hopes  but  (he, 

5  She  is  the  hopeful  lady  of  my  earth  : 

But  woo  her,  gentle  Paris,  get  her  heart. 

My  will  to  her  confent  is  but  a  part  j 

An  fhe  agree/  within  her  fcope  of  choice 

Lies  my  confent  and  fair  according  voice. 

This  night  I  hold  an  old  accuftom'd  feaft. 

Whereto  I  have  invited  many  a  gueft. 

Such  as  I  love;  and  you,  among  the  ftore. 

One  more,  moft  welcome,  makes  my  Jiumbcr  more. 

At  my  poor  houfe,  look  to  behold  this  night 

^  Earth-treading  flars,  that  make  dark  heaven  light : 

5  She  is  the  hopeful  hdy  of  n^  sarlb,]     This  line  is  not  in  the 
firil  edition.    .Pope« 

ne  laJy  qf  bis  earth  is  an  cxprefSon  not  very  intelligible,  unlcfs 
he  means  that  (he  is  heir  to  his  eftate,  and  I  fuppofe  no  man  ever 
called  his  lands  his  earth.     I   will  venture  to  propofe  a  bold  ' 
change:  * 

She  is  the  hope  andftq^  oi  my  full  years.      Johnsok. 
She  is  the  hopefid  ladjf  cf  n^  earth. — This  is  a  Gallidfm :   Filk  de 
terre  is  the  French  phrafe  for  an  heirefs. 

King  Richard  II.  calls  his  land,  i.  e.  his  kingdom,  his  earth: 

**  Feed  not  thy  fovereign's  foe,  my  gentle  earthP 
Again, 

"  So  weeping,  fmiling,  greet  I  thee,  my  earthr  . 
Earthy  in  other  old  plays  is  likewife  put  for  iands^  u  c.  landed 
cftate.     So  in  a  Trick  to  catch  the  old  one^  1619 : 

**  A  rich  widow  and  four  hundred  a  year  in  good  earth.^ 

Steevens. 
•  Earth-treading Jlars^  that  make  dark  heaven  light:']    This  non- 
fenfe  fhould  be  rerormed  thus : 

Earth-treading  (lars  that  make  dark  e^n  light: 
i.  e.  When  the  evening  is  dark,  and  without  ftars,  thefc  earthly 
flars  fupply  their  place,  and  light  it  up.    So  again  in  this  play: 
Her  beauty  hangs  upon  the  cheek  of  night, 
Like  a  rich  jewel  in  an  Ethiop*s  ear.  Warburton^. 

But  why  nonfenfe  ?  Is  any  thing  more  commonly  (aid,  than 
that  beaaties  eclipfe  the  fun  ?  Has  not  Pope  the  thought  and 
the  word  ? 

**  Sol  through  white  curtains  (hot  a  timorous  ray, 
**  And  op'd  thofe  eyes  that  muil  eclipfe  the  dq^!* 
Both  the  old  and  fhe  new  reading  are  philofophical  nonfenfe ;  but 
they  are  both,  and  both  equally,  poetical  fenfe.    John s on. 
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Such  comfort,,  as  7  do  lufty  young  men  feci 
When  well-appareFd  April  oi>  the  heel 
Of  limping  winter  treads,  even  fuch  delight 
Among  frefh  female  buds  fhall  you  this  night 
Inherit  at  my  houfe  i  h^ar  all,  all  fee. 
And  like  her  moft,  whofe  merit  moft  (hall  be ; 
®  Such,  amongft  view  of  many,  mine,  being  one. 
May  (land  in  number^  though  in  reckoning  none. 

Come, 

7  .—^  iufy  yooflg  men  feel]  To  f^y,  and  tp  fay  in  pompous 
words,  that  ajfoung  man  Jball  feel  9&  much  in  an  aflembly  of  beau* 
ties,  asyoung  men  feel  in  the  month  rfAfrily  is  furely  to  wafte  found 
upon  a  very  poor  fentitpent.    I  read : 

Such  comfort  as  do  \\x^ye<mun  feel. 
You  (hall  feel  from  the  fight  and  converfation  of  theje  ladles,  fuch 
ho^  of  happinefs  and  fucn  pleafure,  as  the  farmer  receives  from  the 
fprmg,  when  the  plenty  of  the  year  begins,  and  the  profpedt  of  the 
harveil  fills  hiiji  with  delight.    Johnson. 

The  following  pafTage  from  Chaucer's  Romaunt  of  the  Rofe^  will 
fupport  the  ptefent  reading,  and  (hew  the  propriety  <xf  Shakelpeare's 
coropt^rifon  :  for  to  tell  Paris  that  he  ihould  feel  the  fame  fort  of 
pleaiure  in  an  affembly  of  beauties,  which  young  fbJk  feel  in  thaf 
feafon  when  they  are  raoik  gc^  and  amarausy  ^as  furely  as  much  as 
the  old  man  ought  to  fay :  '   ' 

**  That  it  was.  May,  thus  dremid  ip(^ 
«*  In  tinie  of  love  and  jolite, 
*^  «rhat  sil  thing  ginnith  waxin  gay,  &c,-— 
*'  Thcnyongefil^  entendio  sye^ 
,  *♦  For  to  ben  gaie  ^nd  amorous,     -    •. 
<*  f  ^e  time  is  then  fo  favorous.*'' 

l^maunt  of  the  Rofi^  T.5i,&c. 
Steevens. 
•  Such,  ^mongfi  view  of  mawj^  mine',  being  one, 
MayJianJ  in  number ,  though  in  reckoning  none^^ 
The  firft  of  thcfe  lines  I  do  not  underfland.     The  old  folio  gives  no 
help ;  the  paflkgq  is  there^  ffhich  one  more  view.    I  can  offer  no- 
thing  better  than  this :        ' 

fFithijiyour  view  of  many,  mine  being  one. 
May  {land  in  number,  ^c.      Johnson. 
A  very  flight  alteration  will  reflorc  the  dearefi:  lepfe  to  this 
pafTage.    Shakefpeare  might  have  written  the  lines  thus : 
Search  among  view  of  many :  mine,  being  one. 
May  fland  in  number,  thougl]L  in  reckoning  none. 
i,  €•  Amngfl  tht  maT^you  will  view  there^  Je&rch  for  one  that  will 
•      C  3  fkaji 
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Come,  go  with  me : — Go,  firrah,  trudge  about 
Through  fair  Verona  j  find  thofe  perfons  out, 
Whofe  names  are  written  there  j  and  to  them  fay. 
My  houfc  and  welcome  on  their  pleafure  ftay. 

{Exeunt  Capulety  and  Paris^ 
Serv.  9  Find  them  out,  whofp  names  are  written  here  ? 
It  is  written  — that  the  ftioemaker  ftiould  meddle 
with  his  yard,  and  the  tailor  with  his  Jaft,  the  fifher 
with  his  pencil,  and  the  painter  with  his  nets ;  but 
I  am  fent  to  find  thofe  perfons,  whofe  names  are 
here  writ,  and  can  never  find  what  names  the  writing 

pcrfon  hath  here  writ.     I  muft  to  the  learned : ^ 

In  good  time.  ' 

*  Enfer  Benvolio^  and  Romeo. 

Ben.  Tut,  man!  one  fire  burns  out  another's  burning^ 

One  pain  is  leflen'd  by  another's  anguifti  •, 
Turn  giddy,  and  be  bolp  by  backward  turning ; 

One  defperate  grief  cures  with  another*s  languilh : 
Take  thou  fome  new  infedlion  to  thy  eye. 
And  the  rank  poifon  of  the  old  will  die. 

Rom.  »  Your  plantain  leaf  is  excellent  for  that. 

.   .       Ben. 

pleafeyou.^    Chufe  out  of  the  multitude.    This  agrees  exa6tly  with 
nrhat  he  fiad  already  faid  to  him : 

—  Hear  all,  all  fee. 
And  like  her  moft  whofe  merit  moll  (hall  be.** 
My  daughter  (he  proceeds)  w///,  //  is  true ^  he  am  pfthe  numher^  hui 
h^r  beauty  can  he  of  no  reckoning  (i,  e.  eftimation)  among  thofe  whom 
Jfou  kjoill  fee  here.     Reckoning  for  cflimation^  is  ufed  Jefore  in  this 
▼cry  fcene : 

"  Of  honourable  reckoning  are  you  both.'*       Steevens. 
^  Fini  them  out^   ivhofe  names  are  'Ujritten  here?"]     The  quarto^ 
1597,  adds ;  '*  And  yet  I  know  not  who  are  written  here :    I  muil 
to  the  learned  to  learn  of  them  -,  that's  as  much  as  to  -fay^  the 
tailor,  &c."     Steevens. 

»  Tour  plantain  leaf  is  excellent  for  that,]  Tackiu^  tclls  us,  that 
a  toad,  before  (lie  engages  with  a  fpider,  will  fortify  he'rfelf  with* 
fome  of  this  plant ;  and  that,  if  ihe  comes  oS  wouoaed^  file  Cured 
herfelf  afterwards  with  it.    Dr.  Geay.  ■    '     ' 
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Sep.  For  what,  I  pray  dii^c  ? 

Rom*  For  your  broken  ftiin. 

Beth  Why,  Romjepi  art  thou  mad  ? 

RIgm.  Not  mad^  t^utbound  ipore  than  a  mad-man  is; 
Shut  up  ii)  prifoq,  kept  withouc  my  food,  * 

WhipC^  and  tormented^  and — Good-e'en^  good  feljov. 

Serv.  God  gi^good  e-cn. — I  pray^  fir,  ^an  you  read  l 

Rm.  ^y,  mine  own  fortune  in  my  mifery.  • 

Serv.  Perhaps  you  have  learned  it  without  bQpl;  5 
put  I  pray,  can  you  read  any  thing  you  fee? 

^om*  Ajf  if  I  know  the  letters,  |nd  the  language. 

^efv.  Ye  fay  honeftly  j  J^eft  you  merry  ( 

!Rpm.  Stay,  ffirliow  &  I  can  read. 

[He  reads  the  lift.] 
Signior  Aiartino^  and  bis  imft^  and  dau^b/erj ;  County 
Jnfelm,  and  bff  heauHW  Men  {The  fadyjwidoiv  of 
Yitruvio ;  Sl^t^ipr  pi^ee'tuio,  find  bis  lovely  nieces;  Mer- 
(utioj  and  bis  brother  J^aleiitine  5  M 9^  unck  CapuUu  hij 
wife  J  0nd  daughters;  A0  fair  niece  ^ofalinei  Livia\ 
Signior  Valentio^  and  its  coufin  Tyhlf;  Lucio^  and  the 
^vely  Helenq.  •  '     ,-•.--*     ' 

A  fair  aflemWy ;  Whither  fhould  they  come  ? 
'Serv.  Up.  ^'     "  * 

Rom.  W  hither  ?  to  fupper  *  J! 

Serv.  To  oiir  houic. 

Rom.  Whoie  hpufe? 

Serv.  IVIy  matter's. 

The  fame  tbQught  occurs  In  Albumawr,  Jn  the  following  linej  s 

'      «  Help,  Armdlina;  help!  I'm  fall'n  i/'ihe  cellar  •         '  •  ' 
♦^  Bring  a  (rdh  flaHtai'9  kaft  I've  broke  my  fhin." 

Ag^in;  in  %ke  Cafi  is  Altei^dy  by  Ben  Jonfbn  1609,  a  fellow  who 
has  ha4  }iif  he^  broke,  feys :  ^*  't'is  rtwhing,  a  fillip,  a  dcvicre  : 
fcilow  Jun^,  P4^%c  §^t  jne  z  plantain.** 

The  plantain  "leaf  is  a  blood-Hauncher^  and  was  formerly  applied 
^ogreeowounde,    STj^fiyififlf'  '  '•*    * 

*  ^tofufperfl  Surely  thcfe  words,  p>  fuffer,  miift  belong  to 
^  fervant's  anfwer  in  the  next  fpecch  :  \»     ■ 

-^      T^ft*W)6r,  toourhoufe.      Stb§ven8, 
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Rom.  Indeed,  I  Ihoiild  have  afk'd  you  tliat  befor^. 

Serv.  Now  Til  tell  you  ^without  afking  :  My  Matter 

is  the  great  rich  Capulet ;  and  if  you  be  not  of  the 

houfe  of  Montagues,  I  pray,  come  and  crufh  a  cup 

of  wine  ?.    Reft  you  merry. 

Ben.  At  this  fame  ancient  feaft  of  Capulet's 
Sups  the  fak  Rofaline,  whom  thOu  fo  lov*ft; 
With  all  the  admired  beauties  of  Verona : 
Go  thither ;  and,  with  unattainted  eye. 
Compare  her  face* with  fome  that  I  (hall  fliow. 
And  I  will  make  thee  think  thy  fwan  a  crow. 
Rom.  When  tpe  devout  religion  of  mine  eye 
Maintains  fuch  falfliood,  then  turn  tears  to  fires ! 
And  thefe, — who,  often  drown'd,  could  never  die,— • 

Tranfparcnt  hereticks,  be  burnt  for  liars  !  . 

One  fairer  than  my  love !  th€  all-feeing  fun 
Ne*er  faw  her  match,  fince  firft  the  world  begun.    • 
JB^».  Tut!  tut!  you  faw  her  fair,  none  elfe  being  b/, 
Herfelf  pois'd  with  herfelf  in  'either  eye : 
But  in  tnofe  cryftal  fcales,  4  let  there  be  weighed 
Your  lady's  love  againft  fome  other  maid 
That  I  will  fhew  you,  (hJning  at  this  feaft. 
And  flie  (hall  fcant  (hew  well,  that  now  (hews  be&^ 

'  —  crulh  a  cup'ofmne.']    This  cant  expreflioo  fecms  to  have 
been  once  common  among  lo\y  people,    I  hgve  met  with  it  often 
in  the  old  plays.     So  in  th^  lijoo  Angry  Women  of  Ahington^  ^5  99  ' 
"  Fill  the  pot,  hoflefs,  &c.  and  we'll  critjli  it!^ 
Again,  in  Hoffmanns  Trdg-if^^,  1631  ; 

"  —  well  crujb  a  cup  of  thine  own  country  wine.'^ 
Again,  in  the  Finder  df  Wakefield^  ii99>  the  Cobler  fays : 
*'  Come,  George,  we'll  crujh  a  pot  before  we  part.'* 
We  flill  fay  in  cant  language  —  to  crack  a  bottle.     Steevens. 
^  — — —  let  there  he  iveigh^d    ' 
'Tour  lady's  love  againft  fome  other  maid]     But  the  com- 
parifon  was   not  betwixt   the  love  that    Romeo's   miftrefs  paid 
him,  and  tl^e  perfon  of  any  other  young  woman ;    but  betwixt 
Romeo's  miftrefs  herfelf,  and  fome  other  that  (hould  be  matchea 
againft  her.    The  poet  therefore  muft  certainly  have  wrote : 

Your  lady-love  againft  forae  other  maid.     Warburton. 
Tour  lady^s  love  is  the  love  you  bear  to  your  lady,  which  in  our 
language  is  comraoji^ly  ufed  for  the  lady  herfelf.    R^  vi  s  al. 

•  Rom% 
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Rffm.  rU  go  along,  nd  fuch  fight  to  be  (hewn, 
But^o  rejoice  in  fplendor  of  mine  own,       [^Exeunt. 

*    «  *  » 

.    s  •  C   E   N   E     ni. 

A  room  in  CapuUfj  houfe. 

Enter  lady  Capukt,  and  Nurfe. 

•  *  , 

La.  Cap.  Nurie,  whereas  my  daughter  ?  call  her 

forth  to  me. 
Nurfe.  Now,    by  my   maiden-head,-^  at  twelve 
year  old, —    ,« 
I  bade  her  come. — What,  lanib !  what,  lady-bird ! — 
God. forbid ! — where's  this  girl  ?-p-what,  Juliet ! 

Enter  Juliets   ' 

:  JuL  How  noWjVho  calls?  ; 

Nurftm  Your  mother.  / 

Jul.  Madam,  I  am  here  5  what  is  youf  will  ? 

La..  Cap.  This  is.  the  matter :— ^Nurfe^  give  leave 
awhile. 
We  muft  talk  in  fecret. — ^Nurfe,  come  back  again'; 
I  have  remembered  me,  thou  (halt  hear  our  counfeK' 
Thou  know'ft,  my  daughter's  of  a  pretty  age. 

Nurfi.  Taith,  I  can  tell  her  age  unto.aD  hour. 

La.  Cap.  She*s  not  fourteen. 

Nurfe.  FU  lay  fourteen  of  my  teeth, — 
And  yet,  5  to  my  teen  be  it  fpoken,  1  have  but  four,— 
She's  not  fourteen :  How  long  is't  now  to  Lammas- 
tide? 

La.  Cap.  A  fortnight,  and  odd  days. 

Nurfe.  Even  or  odd,  of  all  days  in  the  year, 

^  .^  to  my  teen — ]    Tomyforrow.    Johnson. 
80,  in  Tancred  and  Guifmuna,  ^S9^  ' 

•*  And  on  his  cinders  wreak  my  •cruel  teen.** 
Again,  iifSpcnfer's  Faery  ^ueeny  B.  i.  C.  o. 
•  **  ■   ■    ■  for  dread  and  doleful  teen. 
This  old  word*  is  introduced  by  Shakefpeare  for  the  fake  of  thc^ 
jingle  between  teen,  andy&»r,  vmfmrteen.    Steevens.  "* 

Com 
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^p(^  L^mra»s?eVe  at  niffht,  (ball  (Jie  be  fourteeUt 
|luf#il  gBc}  ihe,-rrG0d  rc^  i^U  Chriftian  fouls  !-!i»  ' 
W?re  qf  ^h  age.-T-.Well,  Sufan  is  ^ith  Qod  j   • 
^hp  was  too  good  for  me :  But,  as  I«fai(^» 
O^  Latpmas-eve  at  night  (ball  fhe  be  fourteen  | 
^h^%  ftajl  Ibe/mapiy  ^  I  femfmbcr  it  well. 
,^Tjs  |ince.  the   earthquake^  now  eleven  years j  , 
^nd  &ip  was  wean'd,— I  fieyer  (hall  forget  ir,-r-' 
|>f  all  the  days  of  the  year,  upoi)  that  day^ 
7pr  I  Jiad  then  laid  wqrn^wpo^  to  my  dug,  ' 
ktting  i'  the  f^Jn  under  the  doye-hdufe  wall, 
fly  lofd  and  you  were  then  at  Mantua  :— r  ' 
J^y,  I  do  bear  a  braip  7  ;  -^r-but,  as  I  faid, 
VJipn  it  ^icj  taftp  the  wormtwoqfd  on  the  nip|^ 
^f  jny  fivig,  and  ftlt  it  bitter,  pretty  fool!     '  •'' 
^Q  %  \t  tpachy,'  and  fall  out  with  the  dug. 
Shake,  quQ?h  the  dqye-bo\|fe  \  'fwa?  no  ficc^  I  t?qW| 
§^p  bid  mp  grudge,    '  *  * 

And  finc^  that  tim^  it  is  f }even  years : 
f  ef  fhea  j^f  f o^d  ft^pd  alorie  ^  j  nay,'  by  tl^^  taod, 

She 

l^^xf^  |o  t^!^  pf  ^u  earthquake  upon  this  occsi&on  ?  Tkere  is  no 
|ucb  circqmftance,  I  believe^  meiitionefl  in  aoy  of  the  aoveU  from 
^vhicU  Shakefp^Tc  may  be  fuppofcd  to  have  drawn  bi3  ftory ;  and 
therefore  k  feeing  pi^brab^e^  that  he  had  in  view  thq  'C^rthquakp^. 
^hich  \i^^  rpnlly  bee;n  felp  m  roany  p9rt9  '<if  Englaod  in  his  owii 
timp,  viz,  on  the  6th  pf  April,  1580,  ■  [See  Stovjfs  CJ^ronicl^^  and 
<pah-i^l  Harp(/j  Iptter  in  thjp  preface  to  S^penfer's  worki,  fd[.  1679.  J 
If  fp,  one  mgy  be  permitted  td  conjevftare,  i\\&t  J^omeo  ffnd  Juliet^ 
or  tliis  pa^t  of  it  atleaft,  was  \yrittcn  ip  1591 ;  after  tbe6lh  of 
^prjl^when  the  eleven  years  Jince  the  earthqu^  weit  eoifipletcd; 
S|nd  not  (at^r  thar^  jhf  middle  of  July,  ^  ^for^zght  and  odd  dce^s 
^(ox^  La,mma5'ti£fe.  Tyrwhitt.  *.,  ;  '■' 
' '  ?  ^y^ilj  \  io  hear  a  irtim.l^     So,  }ii  ^am^^Jley^  or  ikfrrCV  Tricks^ 

|6u;  *  .'  ^ "  '      -  ;  .    1  ..   i*   -    '    f 

*♦  D^,  vye  mufi  har  fim  hrain? 
^g^in,  in  Mariion*^  X^tgh  Courf^'ant  1694; 

f '  *  TT-  nay  an  l*  ^^/ir  jiw /  a  irain.^i ' 
^gain,  in  Heywood?s  Qoldpt  Age^  \^i^\ 
r  "     '  tf  As  I  can  bear  a  pack,  Kq  I  can  iA«r  ^gr  hrah^l    ^TEE|rEN«f 

'■  r- '"^^-  \  '■'     '    '  i     ^'  '-    >'•    .//     '^■■■'  •     ^  ^-   ■     ^'S^ 
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§ixc  could  have  run  and  waddled  all  about, 
tor  even  the  day  before,  flie  broke  her  brpwt 
And  then  tny  hufband — God  be  with  his  foul  I  . 
-A  was  a  merry  man  •, — took  up  the  child  i 
Tea^  quoth  he,  dq/i  tboufaU  upon  thy  face  f 
fhou  wilsfall  baikward^  when  thou^  bafi  more  ivit  y 
Wilt  thou  not^  Juk?  and,  by  niy  holy-dam. 
The  pretty  wretch  left  crying,  and  faid — Ay  t 
To  fee  now,  how  a  )eft  (hall  come  about! 
I  warrant,  an  I  fliould  liye  a  thoufand  years,  •  • 
I  never  flxould  forget  it ;  fVilt  thou  not^JuU?  quoth  htX 
And.  pretty  £001,^5^  it  ftinted,  and  faid — Ay. 

La., Cap.  Enough  of  this;  I  pray  thce^  hold  th]^ 
peace. 

"  Nurfe.  Yes,  madani  \  Tet  1  cannot  chMfebut  l^ugh^ 
^o  think  it  ftiould  leave  crying,  and  fay-— ^; 
And  yet,  X  warrant,  it  had  \)pon  its  broW 
A  bump  as  big  as  a  young  cockrel's  ftonej 
Apar'lbusknock-,  and  it  cried  bitterly. 
Teay  quoth  my  hufband, /^//^  upon  thy  face  ? 
fhou  wilt  fall  backward  when  thou  com'fi  to  agi  \ 
Wilt  thou  not  J  Jule?  it  ftinted,  and  faid — Ay. 

high  lone^  i«  e.  fidte  alone,  tompUitfp  alone.  80  in  another  of  ouf 
iutfaor*s  plffv  8,  highfatttaftical  means  entire^  fantailicah  St  £  £  v£  N  3  • 
'^  •  —  iijtinted.\  \,  c.  it  ftoppcd,'  it  forbore  froiii  weeping;  So 
Sir  Thondas  North,  in  his  tranflktion  of  Plutarch,  fpcakirig  of  thcj 
wound  which  Antony  received,  f^s :  *'  for  the  blood  jiihied  X 
Ikfle  when  he  wis  laid."    So  in  Titus  Andronictts :  '  '     ) 

**  He  can  at  pleafure^iVr/  their  melody.** 
Again,  in  The  Revenger's  Trageify^  1607  •        **  •"^^  *  letter 
*<  New  bleeding  from  their  ptens,  {cscifX  Jlinied  y<X^ 
A^iflf  i»  Qfnthia\s  Rtvenge^  by  Ben  Jwifon : 
^;     .     **  ^//«/ thy  babbling  fongue.'^ 
Agftin,  in  What  you  will,  by  Marftofi,  1607 : 

**  i^ifh !  for  ftiame//«/ thy  idle  chat.** 
Again,  19  (he  Misfortunes  of  King  Arthur^  an  ancient  dramai  1587^ 
.-  .    .  :  «*  .^  Pamela  bat  a  Waft  thait  founds  a  while,  *      ' 

•*  And  quickly  Jiintt^  and  t\iea  is  quite  forgot** 
Sp^nfer  Ufes  this.wprd  frequently  in  his  Faerie ^eene.   Stee vens. 
'   *  Ntirfei  Yesi^  madam  \  yet,  I  cannot  chufe^  &c. J    Thid  ipeech 
ibtt  ttUtotog^  ii  M  ttt  the  firii  ^itiom    f of £# 


Digitized  by 


Google 


|28        ROMEO  AN»  JULIETi 

•      •  - 

Jul.  And  ftint  thou  too,  I  pray  thcc,  nurfe,  fay  I^ 

Nurfe.  Peace,  I  have  done,   God  mark  thee  to  his 
grace ! 
Thou  waft  the  prettieft  babe  that  e'fer  I  nurs'd  ; 
An  I  might  live  to  fee  thee  married  once^ 
I  have  my  wifli. 

La.  Cap.  Marry,  that  marry  is  the  very  theme 
I  came  to  talk  of: — Tell  liie,  daughter  Juliet, 
How  ftands  your  difpc^fition  to  be  married  ? 

Jul.  *  It  Is  an  honour  that  I  dream  not  of. 

Niir/e.  An  honour  !  were  not  I  thine  only  nurle, 
I'd  fay,  thou  hadft  fuck'd  wifdom  from  thy  teat. 

5  La.  Cap.  Well,  think  of  marriage  now  5  younger 
than  you, 
Here.in  Verona,  ladies  of  eftecm, 
Arc  made  already  mothers :  by  my  count, 
I  was  your  mother  much  upon  thefe  years 
That  you  arc  now  a  maid.    Thus  then,  in  brief  5-^ 
The  valiant  Paris  fecks  you  for' his  love. 

Nurfe.  A  man,  young  lady !  lady,  fuch  a  man, 
As  all  the  world— -^  Why,  he*s  a  man  of  wax  4. 

La.  Cap.  Verona's  fummer  hath  not  fuch  a  flower, 

*  It  is  an  honour]  The  mo^m  editors  all  read«  it  is  an  honcurm 
I  have  reflored  the  genuine  word,  hour^  which  13  more  feemly 
from  a  girl  to  her  mother.  ToMr^firf^  and  fuch  words  as  are  vulgarly 
tittered  in  two  fyllablesi  are  ufed  as  diilyll^btes  by  Shakefpeare* 

Johnson. 
The  firft  quarto  reads  io^iwr;  the  fofio  Jlwur.    I  have  chofen 
the  reading  of  the  quarto. 

The  word  hour  feems  to  have  nothing  iii  it  that  could  draw  froQi 
•  the  Nurfe  that  applaufe  whidi  (he  immediately  beftows.  The  word 
honour  was  likely  to  ftrike  the  old  ignorant  woman,  as  a  very  eleg^Qt 
and  difcreet  word  for  the  occaiion.    Steevens. 

^  Inflead  of  this  fpeech,  the  quarto,  15979  has  only  one  line :     . 
Well,  girl,  the  noble  County  Paris  feeks  thee  for.his  wife. 

SxEEYEKt. 

♦    aman^wax.']    So,  in  fFiiy  Beguile  J: 

*^  Why,  he's  a  man  as  one  (hould  pi^ure  him  in  njoax/* 

Steeveks. 

*    .        Nurfiu^ 
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^Nttrfe.  Nay,  he'saflqwer;  in  faith,  a  very  flower. 

^  La,  Cap^  What  fay  you  ?  can  you  love  the  gen- 
tleman ? 
This  night  you  (ball  behold  him  at  our  feaft: 
Read  o*cr  the  volume  7  of  young  Paris'  face. 
And  find  delight  writ  there  with  beiuty's  pen ; 
« Examine  every  feveral  lineament. 
And  fee  how  one  another  lends  content; 
And  what  obfcur'd  in  this  fair  volume  lies. 
Find  written  in  the  margin  of  his  eyes  9. 
This  precious  book  of  love,  this  vmbound  lover, . 
To  beautify  him,  only  lacks  a  cpver  : 
The  fifli  lives  in  the  fea;  and  '(is  n^uch  pride. 
For  fair  without  the  fair  within  to  hide : '         . 
That  book  in  many's  eyes  doth  (hare  thfe  glory, 
>  That  in  gold  claips  loqks  in  the  golden  ftory ; 

So 

s  Nurje.^    After  this  fpeech  of  the JSTuxfe,  Lady  Capulet  in  the 
old  quarto  fays  only : 

«*  Well,  Juliet,  how  like  you  of  ParU'  love  ?" 
She  anfMrersy  "  I'll  look  to  like,  &p.**  and  fo  concludes  the  fceiie, 
urithout  the  intervention  of  that  ftuifto  be  found  in  the  later  quartos 
and  the  folio.    Steevens, 

*  La.  Cap.  Wbatfa^ youT  &c.]    This  ridiculous ipeech  is  en- 
tirely added  fiace  the  firft  edition.    Pope. 

*  Reado*er  tb$  volume  &c.J  The  fame  thought  occurs  in  P cricks 
Vrince  qflyre: 

**  Her  face  the  book  of  praiies,  where  is  read 

"  Nothbg  but  curious  pleafures.'*        Ste evens. 

*  Examine  ev^ry  feveral  lineament^']  The  quarto,  I^QQ*  reads, 
every  WifrrW  lineament. — Shakefpeare  meant  by  this  laft  phrafe, 
Examine  how  nicely  one  feature  depends  upon  another,  or  accords 
with  another,  in  order  to  produce  that  harmony  of  the  whole  face 
which  feems  to  be  implied  in  content, — In  Troilus  and  CreJJida^  he 
fpeaks  of  **  the  married  calm  of  flates  ;**.  and  in  his  8th  Sonnet 
has  the  fame  allufion : 

"  If  the  true  concord  of  well-tuned  founds, 

**  By  unions  married^  do  offend  thine  ear."        St e  E  v  e  n  s . 

9  ^^the  mar^n  tf  his  ey^s.}     The  comments  on  ancient  books 

.  were  always  printed  in  the  margin.    So  Horatio  in  Hamlet  fays : 

"  —  I  knew  you  muft  be  edify'd  by  the  margent^  &c.**    Stee  vens. 

*  Tbat  in  gold  clajps  locks  in  the  golden  flory ;]    The  golden  /lory  is 

perhaps  the  ^i'Wra  kgend^  a  book  in  the  darker  ages  of  popery  much 

*  5  read, 
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So  (hall  you  (hare  ^U  that  he  doth  poffcfs. 
By  having  him,  making  yourfelf  no  lefs.      / 

Nurfe.  No  Icfs?  nay,  bigger ;  women  grow  by  mcrf; 

La.  Cap.  Speak  briefly,  can  vow  like  of  Paris^  love? 

Jul.  ru  look  to  like,  if  k)oking  liking  move : 
But  no  more  deep  wiUl  endart  mine  eye  », 
'*  Than  your  confent  gives  ftrength  to  make  jt  fly^ 

Mnter  a  Siroani. 

« Serv.  Madam,  the  gudfts  arc  come,  fupper  ferv^dl 

up,  you  caird,  nty  yoUng  lady  aik*d  for,  the  purfe 

curs'd  in  the  pantry^  aftd  every  thing  in  extremity.  X 

muft  hence  to  wait-;  1  befeeeh  you,  follow  ftraight, 

L(u  Cap.*Wt  follow  thee*— Juliet,  the  county  ftays* 

,  Nurfi.  Go,  girl,  fcek  happy  nights  to  happy  days^ 

SCENE    m 

A    STREET. 

Mnter  Romea^  Mercutio^j  Benvolio,  wifb  Jii;e  at  Jhi 
MaJktrSy  ^orchhearerSy  and  others. 

fym.  What,  fliall  this  Speech  be  fpofce  for  pur 
excufe?  '  .     ' 

Or 

"tead,  and  doubtlefs  often  txqmtkdy  effitellifhedj  but  of  wJiicH 
Canus,  one  of  the  popifli  dolors,  proclaims  the  author  to  have 
been  ioma  ferret  oris,  flumhei  c^rdis^    Joh n  sok. 

The  poet  may  mean  nothing  more  than  to  fey,  that  thofc  books 
are  moff  efleemed  by  the  world,  where  valuahle  contents  arb  embi^Ji 
liihed  by  M  valuaile  itndingi    Steevens. 

•  -—endart  mtfie  eye^]  The  quarto,  15971  reads;  *^.  engage 
miue'cye,'*^    Steevens.  ""* ' 

3  To  this  fpecch  there  hate  been  likewife  additions  fince  the 
iBldcr  quarto,  but  they  arc  not  of  fuifieient  confequencc  tg  b^ 
^UQted.    Steevens.'  . 

4  M^cuiio^]  Shakefpeare  appears  t6  have  formed  this  charadter 
on  the  following  flight  hint  m  the  original  llory :  **  -*-  another 
Mt^mao  caUed  Mercuiia^  wbicb  was  a<»QurtUke  gentleman^  very 
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Sen.  5  The  date  k  OM  of  fuch  prolJkky  i 
We*ll  have  no  Cupid  ^od- winked  with  A  fcarfj 
Bearinjg  ft  Tartarus  paifeted  bow  of  lathi 
fecaring  thi&  ladies  ^  like  d  bfow-keepet ; 
7  Nor  rio  without-bbok  prologue^  faintly  fpoki 
After  the  prbmpter,  for  bur  cnteraftce ! 
But,  tet  thiem  rheafUre  tss  by  what  thfey  will^ 

9vtl  beWfidof  iii  men,-  and  by  teafi)n  of  his  ^eiil&nc  aijd  currtfeii^ 
behavior  ^as  in  al  eomptiltes  wel  jotertaincd^"  jPmfim'^y  Pafpen  if 
Pl^ajkre^  torn*  2.  p..22y,     SxEEVE^NSi  *      ».   « 

»  72^  iir/^  is  pitt  offuA  frolixity.\  i.  c^  iWij/*i  ate  hoiS^  oUt  iif 
iaihioii  That  Shakeipeare  Mrat  an  eneris^  tb  thefe  fooleries^  a^- 
bears  iiioin  his:  irrkitig  iiohib  f  and  that  his  plays  diCctl&diced  fttct 
entertainments,  is  more  than  probable.  But  ih  James  s  tihi^>  thskt 
kigp  of  felfc  tafb  as  iv^U  as  fa}re  politics^  they  caih^  agaih  ii^ 
kihkin;  and  A  deluge  of  this  a&di^d  ftonfehl^  overflowed  ihtp 
court  abd  country.    WARJ^uRTok* 

Thfe  diverfion  aoing  fcrward  at  bHsf^nt  is  nbt  ^  fftaj^it  biit  31 
mfqwradri  In  JFfehry  v  III,  where  the  king  Introducb  himfelf  ti^ 
the  entfertainnient  giVen  by  Wblfey,  he  appears^  like  Romeo  and  hit 
fcompanibnsj  in  a  m^^  and  fends  a  mefrenfici*  before^  to  Mikt  aft 
ipolojgy  for*  his  intrufion;  Yhis  wias  acuftodi  obfervfcd  by  ihoife 
Who  came  uhinviied,  with  A  dciire  to  conceal  themfelveft  for  thfe 
fake  of  intrigue,  or  to  enjoy  the  gilsater  freedom  of  conveifatioti;^ 
iTheif  entry  on  thefe  occafions  was  always  ptefaced  by  f<5ni6, 
foeecH  in  praife  of  the  beauty  of  the  ladies^  or  the  geocrofltybf 
the  entertainbrj  and  tb  the  proUxip  of  fuch  intrbdu^tibni^  I 
believe  Romeo  is  made  to  allude. 

So,  in  Hijiriomitfttky  i6ip,  a  ihati  fexprefi^s  his  vVOndeJ  that  tnft 
inti/kers  entet  without  any  compliment  i 

•*  What  coHife  thi?y  in  fb  blunt,  'wtthoui  dctfite  f^ 
.  ill  the  accounts  of  many  entertainm&nts  given  in  rcignl  aht€o8»- 
dfentto  that  of  Elizabeth,  I  find  this,  cuftom.preferviedi    Of  tK15 
flmfe  kind  of  iiiafquerading,  fee  a  fpecimen  in  Titnox^  whefeCu^ii 
precedes  ^  troop  of  ladies  with  a  fpeech.    STEsvEwsi 

Shakef^are  has  written  a  mafque  which  the  teadcr.^iil  Jincl  l&' 
troduccd  in  thfe  4th  aS  of  the  Tempefl*  It  would  have  been  diffl* 
cult  for  the  reverteiid  annotatbr  to  have  proved  they  vftre  difeoxl* 
tinued  during  any  period  of  Shakcfpearc  s  life.    .Percy*  •  j  .  v  ^ 

•  -^lih  a  crow-k^ifer^l  The  word  trsw-iet^  il  explamfed  lA 
Lear.    JoHiTsoN. 

'  J^Iar  /to  widfout-iookfroid^ie,  led)  The  ivfO  following  iihCi 
m  kd^ted  from  the  firu  ediciom    Pope. 
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ga.        ROMEO   ANi>  JULIET; 

We'll  maafure  them  a  me&fure^  and  be  gone.     ' 

R&m.  ^  Give    me  a  torc^^  I  am  not  -for  this 
..amblbg;  .;,fl.: 

Selng  but  heavy,  I  will  beari^e4ight. 

Mer.  Nay,  gentle  Romeo,   we  muft  have  you 
dance. 

Rom,  Not  I,  believe  me :  you  have  dancing  fhoes^ 
With  nimble  foles ;  I  have  a  foul  of  lead. 
So  ftakes  me  to  the  ground,  I  cannot  move. 

9  Ater.  You  are  a  lover ;  borrow  Cupid's  wings. 
And  foar  with  them  above  a  common  bound. 

Rom.  I  am  too  fore  enpearced  wi&  his  ihaft. 
To  foar  with  his  light  feathers ;  and  <  fo  bound^ 
I  cannot  bound  a  pitch  above  dull  woe: 

'  Gi*tfe  me  a  torch^  The  cHarader  which  Romeo  dbclares  hb  ^ 
refolution  to  afTume,  will  be  beft  explained  by  a  pailkge  in  Weft* 
nnard  Hoe^  by  Decker  and  Webfter,  1607:  •*  He  is  juft  like  a 
torch-heartr  *to  mafkers ;  hf  wears  good  doaths,  and  is  ranked  in 
good  company,  but  he  doth  nothing."  A  twrcb^hearer  ieems  to 
have  been  a  conflant  attendant  on  every  troop  of  maiks.  So,  in  the 
fecond  part  <si  Robert  Earlef  Huniingiouy  1601 :  * 

**  ■         As  on /I  m^ue;  but  for  our  tarc&^iearers^ 

^^  Hell  cannot  rake  fo  mad  a  crew  as  I.** 
Again,  in  the  fame  play : 

*«  ■    a  gallant  crew, 

'<  Of  courtly  maitos  landed  at  the  ibdrs ; 

**  Before  whom,  unintreated,  I  am  come^ 

*<  And  here  prevented,  I  believe,'  their  page, 

<*  Who,  widi  his  torch^  is  entCT'd.** 
Again,  in  ihe  Msrcbant  ef  Fieaice  : 

•*  **  We  have  not'lpcAe  as  yet  of  imtb-iearers J* 
Again,  in  Marian's  InfiitUue  Counufs,  1605 : 

**  Night,  like  a  mafque^  is  entered  heaven's  great  hall, 

•*  With  thouikad  torches  ufhering  the  way,**    Ste'evevs. 

*  Mer.  Tom  are  a  hmer^  &c.]^   The  iwdve  following  lines  are 
not  to  be  found  in  the  firft  edition.    Pope. 

*  — ^  hound^ 

I  cannot  houndy  &c.]  Let  Milton's  example,  on  this  occafion^ 
keep  Shakefpeare  in  countenance : 

**  -i —  in  contempt 
'*  At  one  (light  hotmd  high  over-leap*d  all  botuid 
«*  Ofhill,&c.'*    Par.Loft,  bookiv.  I.  180.  Steevens. 

Undir 
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RO ME O  Ann  JULIET.        3} 

Under  love's  hMvy  burden  do  I  fink. 

Mer.  And,  to  fink  in  it,  (hould  yoo  burden  love? 
Too  great  dppreffion  for  a  tender  thing. 

Rom.  Is  love  a  tender  thing?  it  is  too  roughs 
Too  rude,  too  boiftVous ;  and  it  pricks  like  thorn. 

Mer.  If  love  be  rough  with  you^  be  rough  with  love^ 
Prick  love  for  prickings  and  vou  beat  love  down^-^ 
Give  me  a  cafe  to  put  my  viiage  in : 

{pMiiing  M  a  majk. 
A  vifor  for  %.  vifor !  ——what  care  !» 
What  curious  eye  doth  quote  deformities » ? 
Here  are  the  beetle-brows,  ihall  blufli  for  me. 

Ben.  Come«  knock,  and  enter  \  and  no  fooner  in^ 
But  every  roan  betake  him  to  his  legs« 

Rom.  A  torch  for  me :  '  let  irantons,  light  of  heart* 
Tickle  the  fenfelefs  ruflies  with  their  heels  ^  % 
5  For  I  am  proverb^d  with  a  grandfire  phrafe^— » 

i  m^dffth  qiMMe  dr^rmiiUsf]    To  fiw/r  it  to  ol/irvo,    80,  ia 

I  am  ibrry,  that  with  better  heed  and  jodgment 

I  h^  iiotfMto/biiii.     S^  a  note  od  thn  paiEige. 

Stsevevs. 
*  Lif  waMiMs  Ugbt  tf  hearty  See.]    Middlefon  has  bonrowed  this 
bought  in  hif  phiy  of  Bhrt  Mqfier  Coftjfahitt  160a: 
(•  .»  bid  him,  whofe  heart  no  Ibrrow  feelsi 
'*  Tickle  the  ruihcs  with  hit  wanton  heelt, 
**  I  have  too  much  lead  at  mine.**      StsaVBirf  • 
^  Tickli  the  fenftUfi  ruihet  <s(wr/>  their  heeU ;]     It  ha»  been  already 
obfervedy  that  it  was  anciently  the  cufiom  to  Arew  rooms  with 
r^j,  before  carpets  were  in  ufe«    So  Benftner  in  hit  Itinerary^ 
fpeaking  of  Q^  Eli%abeih^s  preiencen^hamber  at  Greenwich,  fayit 
**  The  door,  afier  the  Engilih  falhion«  was  firewcd  with  hifi^ 
ncaoing  rujhe$.    So*  in  the  Dmnh  Knight^  i^33  ^ 

*^  1  hou  danced  on  my  heart,  Ufcirious  queen«       ,  ^ 

**  £ven  as  upon  thefe  rt^/bes  which  thou  ticadeil.** 
The/^e  was  anciently  ftrewn  with  ni/bet.    So,  in  Decker's 
GmPs  Animk^  1609  ^  '*  *-^  on  the  Tery  rt(/ies  when  the  commedy 
k  to  daunce.'*    Steevens. 
'  The    grandfire  phrafe  is— >7^  ilack  sur  has  tr^d  np^n  my 

fo^i,     JOKMSOK. 

The  proverb  which  Romeo  means,  is  contained  in  the  line  itr* 
iffcdiately  following :   T0  hoid  the  eemdk^  is  a- very  common  pro- 

D  verbial 
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rii  be  a  candle-holder,,  and  look.oo.^-r-    ^  ^       .         f 
The  game  was  n^'er  fo  fair,  and  I  am  done. 

Jmr.  <^Tut!  dua*s  the  moufe,theconftab|e's  owrt 
word: 

•■•  ••    -.^  j^ 

Yd-tiai  e!slpteflion,.  for  being  an  Idle Jj>€Hator,  Among  ftay's  pro- 
verbial fentences,  is  this — **  A  good  candle-holder  proves  a  good 
ganiefter."     Ste  evens.  .         '      •      * 

^  7a/ /  duns  the  moiffe^  the  conftahk*5  own  ivord:"]  This  poor  ob- 
fcure  fluff  fhould  have,  a^  explanation  in  mere  cWity.  It  is  an 
anfwer  to  thefe  tvvo  lines  of  Romeo : 

For  I  am  proverb'd  with  a  grandfire  phrafe;— tf«/ 
Tb^  game  was' ne'er  (b  fair,  and  I  am  done: 
Mercutip,  in  his  reply,  anfwers  the  lafl  line  firft  The  thought  of 
which,  and  of  the  preceding,  is  taken  from  gaming,  ///  Be  a  can^ 
die-holder  {JL2iY^  Romeo)  and  took  on.  It'  is  true,  if  I  could  play 
myfelf,  I  ee^uld  nfever  expedt'a  fairer  chance  than  in  the  company 
we  are  goirig  to :  butj  alas !  /  am  done,  I  have  noching  to  play 
with ;  I  have  loll  my  heart  already.  Mercutio  catches  at  the  word 
doney  an3  quibbles  with  it,  as  if  Romeo  had  faid.  The  ladies  indeed 
VLrtfair^  but  I  am  dun^  u  e  of  a  dark  complexion.  And  fo  replies. 
Tut  J  dmt  s  the  ptoufe  \  a^  proverbial  etpreifion  of  the  lame  iijipoit 
with  the  French,  Let  nult  tons  la  chats  font  gris:  as  much  as' to 
fay.  You  need  not  fear,*  night  will  make  all  your  complexioas  alike* 
And  becaufe  Romeo  had  introduced  his  obfervations  with, 

1  ^m.pro^ver^d  with  a  grandjire  phrafcy 
Mercutio  adds  to  his  reply,  tJSe  conjiahle^s  own  word:  as  much  as  to 
fay,  If  you  are  for  old  proverbs,  I'll  fit  you  .with  one;  '/«  the  con'' 
Jiab!e*s  own  word;  whofe  cuftom  was,  when  he  iummoned  his 
watch,  and  affivned  them  their  fevcral  llationf,  to  give  theih  what 
the  foidiers  c'dW^.the  word*  But  this  ni^hr-guard  being  diflin- 
guilhed  for  their  pacific  charai5ter,  the  conllabie,  as  an  emblem  of 
their  harmlefs  difpoiition,  chofe  that  domelHc  animal  for  \i\i  wordi  * 
which,  in  time,  might  become  proverbial.     War  burton. 

A  proverbial  faying,  ufed  by  Mr.Tho,  Hey  wood,  in  his  pl^y# 
imitled  The  Dutchc/s  of  Suffolk^  2l&.  3.       •  T 

**  A  rope  for  Bt/hop  Bonner,  Clunce  run^ 
*'  Call  help,  a  rope,  or  we  are  allundonCrf 
"  Draw  dun  out  of  the  ditchJ^    Dr.  Gray, 
Draw  dun  out  of  the  mircy  fecms  to  have  been  a  game.     In  an 
old  collvrtion    of  Saryres,  i?!pigrams,  &c.  I  find  it  enumerated 
among  01  her  paflimes  : 

'  **  Ac  (huve-groate,  venter-point,  or  croffe  and  pile, 
*'  At  leaping  o'er  a  Midfommer  bone-fier, 
*•  Or  at  the  drawing  dun  out  of  the  n^er^^ 
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If  thou  art  duni  m'lldraw  tbee  from  the  friirei  "  •  } 
1  Or  ^fave  your  reverence)  love,  Wherein  thou  fticikTl'^ 
Up  to  tte  cars. — Come,  we  buro  day-Hghf  •,  Ko^"  ^ 
Rom.  Nay,  that's  not  fo.  .     '  \  .     * 

Afer.  I  mean,  fir,  in  delay  .  ;     '1 

We  wafte  our  lights  in  vattn,  •  like  lamps  b/day.  ^* 

80,  Skelton,  in  his  CnrMne  cf  Laurel: 

•*  Dun  is  in  the  mire^  dame,  reach  m«  my  fpur/*  .*',"'. 
Again,  in  Humour  out  of  Breathy  a  comtdy,  itSo;  :        ;     ' 

•  ^*  I  ipuiibplay  dwty  and  //r^tiy  thtmaU  out  ofAhehiln? 
Again,  in  5>1  Patrick  for  Ireland,  by  ^hrrley,  1640-:  • 

*•  ThpTidra^dnnoutofthemirey  .       ■ 

*•  And  throw  the  clog  into  the  fire.**  •  *   * 

Dun*s  ibe  moufe  is  a  proverbial  phrafc,  which  I  have  likewifc 
met  with  frequently  in  the  old  comedies*  So  in  Every  Woman  in 
her  HuTJtoury  i  ^09 : 

<*  If  my  hoft  fay  the  word,  the  mjoufijball  h  dun!*     •     - 
It  i«  alib  found  among  Ray's  proverbial  finiiles.  j^ 

Again,  in  the  Two  merry  Milkmaids ^  1620  ;   . 

.♦*  v^hy  then  *tis  done,  and  dun*s  the  moufe^  and  undone  all  the. 
courtiers.  , 

Of  thi«  cant  expreffion  I  cannot  determine  theprecife  meaning,.. 
It  is  ufed  again  in  Wejiward  Hoey  by  Decker  and  Webfter,  1607, 
but  apparently  in  a  fenfe  different  from  that  which  Dr.  Warburton 
Would  atec  to  it.    Steevens, 

▼  Or  (faveyour  reverence)  Aw^,— ]  The  word  or  obfcures  the- 
i^Dtence ;  we  (hould  read  O!  for  or  love,  ,  Mercutio  having  called  ' 
the  aiFedion  with  which  Romeo  was  entangled  by  fo  difreljpeiSiial , 
a  word  as  mvre^  cries  out, 

,    O!  feve  your  reverence,  love,    Johnson. 
Mercutio's  meaning  is  lofl:  if  we  'difmifs  the  word  or,    /'  We'll 
draw  thee  from  the  mire  (fays  he)  or  rather  from  this  love  wherein 
tiiouftUVlV'- 

Dr.  Johnfon  has  imputed  a  greater  fliare  of  poVitencfs  to  Mer- 
ajtio'thati  he  is  found  to  be  poffefltd  of  in  the  quarto,  1{97» 
MercQtio,  as  he  pafles  through  different  editions, 

**  Works  himfelf  clear, "^and  as  he.runs  refiges  J** 
for  in  the  fdrmer  he  is  made  to  fay,       *        •  '     '     .' 

*  — 7— from  the  mire      \ 

Of  this  lir-r«verence  love,  wherein  thou  (lick'ft,    Sjteev. 
•  —  \ve  hum  day 'lights  ho.]     To  hum  ^dtyZ/j^/^/ is  a  proverbial 
erpreffion,  ufed  \^h!en  caqdles  &c;.  are  lighted  in  the  day  time,; 

^TEEVEN'S,^ 

• like  lamps  hy  dqyj]    Lamps  is  the  readiiig  of  tl^e  oMeft 

qliarso.    The  folio  and  fubfecjupnt  c^uarcos  read  lights^  ^%^^KPJi^*i 

^  «  Take 
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Take  our  gjood  meaning ;  for  our  judgment  fit» 
Five  timet  in  that  '9  ere  once  in  our  fine  wits. 
'  Rm*  And  we  mictn  welU  in  goiiig  to  this  maikfr 
But  *tis  ho  wit  to  go. 

Mer.  Why,  may  one  aik  ^ 
ittfii.  I  dreamt  a  dream  to-night. 
Mef^.  And  fo  did  I 
J{mi.  Well,  what  was  ycnirs  I 
-  Mir.  That  dreamers  c^ten  lye. 
Bm*  In  bed  afle^}  while  they  db  dream  thiag^ 

true*. 
Mtr^  <  O,  then,  I  fee,  queen  Mai>  hach  beta  with 
you» 

She 

*  tiw  than  in  tbai.]  The  ffmtn^  ^nfr  «*d»  -  **  ****  ^'a**' 
m  i^  f  and-  rinfn  wits,  inftcad  ^Afiiu  wits.    Stss  veks. 

^  In  tbe  qutrto  \wlf  aAfer  the  firft  lin«  of  Mercuiio's  fpeechr 
Someo  (ayi,  i^gimi  MtA^  tohais  Jbef  and  the  prinltr,  by  a  blun« 
dtr,  hat  pven  all  the  refi  of  the  fpeeclr  to  the  iame  charajfter.- 
9teeven». 

^  C^  /ikff,  /^if,  i^MT/gr  Mob  bath  hem  nfiiibj^Mr 
Sk  is  tbe  FAiRiEa^  midwifi^l  Thut  b^n^  that  admirablar 
fipeetb  iipo»  the  effe^  of  the  imagiaadoff  ia  dreanw.  But,  Qgeen 
Sbb  the  ftirisi  mid-wifir?  What  tt  flit  then  Q^eeii  of?  Why.  tbr 
ftUku  What  f  a«d  their  midw^  coo  ?*  But  this  if  not  the  greateft 
of  tlie  abfordhictr  Let  us  fee  upon  whar  oceafion  Aie  is  intio^ 
Aiccdy  and  under  what  qoaUqr.  It  is  as  a  Mng  that  has  great 
power  over  human  imagination.  But  then  the  title  A^ven  her  muft 
nafe  reference  to  the  employment  ihe  is  put  upon  ?  Firft  then,  ihe 
ss  called  Qjieen;  which  is  very  perti^nent^  ror  that  defigns  her 
power :  then  fhc  is  called  the  fairief  mJkmfi  \  but  what  has  that 
to  do  with,  the  point  in  hand  \  -If  we  would  think  that  Shakefpearw 
vmte  fenfe,  we  muft  fay»  he  wrote  ■  ■  tbt  rANcv'/  midw^;  and 
tins  is  a  prptper  dile,  as  it  iniacxluces  all  that  is  fiud  afterwards  oi 
ker  ^tn^aritM^    BbfiieSy  n  eaa&ly  quadrates  with  tlcfe  lines  ^ 

■    ■ I  talk  ofdrimmst 

Wkkk  are  the  children  of  an  idle  biatn^ 
Bcgoc  of  nothing  but  yninfaati^. 
Theft  dieami  are  begot  upon>iWig|(r,  and  Mab  b  the  nndwifiErtt» 
Mng  them  farth*    AxdJStac/s  mdix/i  is  a  phrafe  altogether  in 
die  manner  of  our  author..    Warburton. 

All  the  copies  (three  of  which  were  pufalUbed  in  our  -author'a 
Mfe»tiflie)  concur  in  iiiiditig  fidriif  mwAk^,  and  Dvr  Waibufion'k 

atoeattca 
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She  is  diefittriea^Qitdwife;  and  flie  comM 
In  flitpe  aa  bigger  diiii  an  agat^ftoac 
4Q0  the  foK^fingcr  of  ao  akbitnan^ 
Drawn  with  a  tfam  of  liitk  atomies  < 

AthwiVt 

sitenHtin  «ppem  to  heaoiie  MtteorOrr.  The  jfeVtf^f*  wAku^ 
A)esnociiicaothe-ini<lwite/#tlie  fiuricK  Put  that  llic  watdiKMw 
Son  mmmig  Ac  fiiirKi»  whofe  department  it  was  to  dfJiver  the  np- 
pes  of  flttpuig  ami  of  thdr  dreami,  i^^tclnWrn  rfom  M  irmm. 
When  wc  njr  the  khi/^sjw^s^  we'do  not  mean  pocUmt  who  are\o 
ju^  the  kti^,  hot  poibna  appoinnd  by  him  to  judge  Ida  fub* 
icaa.    Srsairsvs. 

«  Om  ihefin-jmffr  af  mh  aUtrimm}  The  qiiaitoi»  1^97,  vef^ 
^a  Ara^«M^^  The  alteration  wraa  probably  made  by  the  pgci 
'  himieliT  aa  we  find  it  in  the  fiiooae£ng  cofr^  1^99 ;  but  in  orier 
to  firaiiliarize  the  idea,  he  haa  dininiSMBl  m  proprieqr*  Ia  the 
oicttires  of  Vwrgo-mafitrsy  the  ring  it  generally  phoed  on  the  fbffr» 
&ger;  9xAitoai%YfSSai'^\ii7be  Fi^^ 

(jiippofe  the  citizens  in  &hakefpeare*i  time  to  have  worn  this  ormi«> 
mem  on  the  $kumk.    So  agatn#  dapthorne^  in  his  oomedy  of  Wit 

'*  mmm»  and  an  aUnufSitf 
^  As  I  may  fay  to  you,  he  has  no  moie 
«  Wit  than  the  reft  o^the  benchs  and  that  lies  in  b!a 
•«  tbumi-ring^    SteefE  NS. 
s  .^  ^atomifip]    AtctiBf  is  no  more  than  an  oblbleie  fubftitiilt 
fuc  atmm.    S09  >»  the  Tw9  Meny  Milkmaids^  ittQt 
^  •v'lcan  tear  thee 
*«  As  final!  at  mtmmes^  and  throw  thee  off 
««  like  duft  before  the  wind*'' 
tagisk^  in  Hqrwood's Brwtim  Jg^^  |6|j : 

**  m  tear  thy  lunbs  into  more  ^fswiV/ 
^  Than  in  the  JTuromer  play  befoie  the  fan*** 
In  Drt^m's  l^m^idUnhat  is  likewife  a  defaiptaoaof  Quean 
MU^*s  cbanot  c 

F^mr  mmkle  GmUs  the  HififiitfiMttg 

fijf  Cramtm^  ber  Cbariatier^ 

Vfom  the  CMffh-iix  grttit^: 
HtrChariHefaAimriJimSbia^ 
Which  fir  thfCtimirs  did  tnM^ 
the  fair  ^u§iM  Mah  kcmitf  ^^ 

S^liv^^nmsthe  limmt»: 
fkiSuii,$hfifiW9d^$hiBiH  ^ 
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Athwart  pie^VnQfes  as  they  lie  adeep: 
Her  waggon-fcokts  made  of  long  fpihncrs'  legs; 
The  cover,  of  the  wngs  of  grafhoppers ; 
The  traces,  o£  the  fmallcft;lpider*$  web;  -        >.   .  . 
-The  collars,  of  the  moonftiine*s  watry  beams; 
fier  whip,  of  cricket's  bone ;  the  lafti,  of  film : 
;>Hcr-waggpDcr;  a.fn^all  grcy-coatedr  gnat,  -  -        ^ 
-Not  half  fo  big  as  a  round  little  wortii  '   ' 
•pricked  from  the  lazy  finger  of  ?  inaij^ : 

"Her  chariot  is  an.  empty  hazel-nuj;,  •  - 

"  iMade  hy  the  joiner  fquirrpl,  or  old*  grub. 
Time  out  of  mind  ^the  fairies*  coachimakers, 
•'And  irt"  fhis  'ftate  (he,  gallops  night  .by  night 
,!ThrjQugb  lovcrsVbrains,  and  then  they  dreanbi  of  love : 
.Ottlcourtiers'  knees,  that  dream  on  court'fies  ftraight: 
0*er  lawyers'  fingers,  who  ftraight  dream  pn  fees;' 
•O'er  hdies*  lips,  wBo,  ftraight  on  kifles  dream } 
'WliVch  oft  the.  angry.  Mab  .with  blifters  plagues, 
Becaufe  their  breaths  with,  fweet- meats  tainted  are. - 
<  Sometime  ftie  gallops*  o'er  a  cdiircier's.  nofe, 
t\in  ..••    •  :'    ;•"*."  .*      ..     Ai^a 

m-^r.j-j..'   ^7^  Cover  (gallaHfly  ip  Jee}.  .  . 

ItraWf  ^twas  Junple  trifuptittg  •• 
The  txjhee^comp(^s*4^  Cfic^eO  £aM0Sf 
jlnd  daintily  made  for  the  nimce^ 

Far  Fear  of  rattling  M^tbe  Stc/ieiy  ■        '     .\ 

With  Thyfk-dowmtheyJbodU^  .-.  StEEVENJ.. 

•  Sometime Jb^ gaUi^io\r a  "LfL^HZ^snofe^ 
I      .  ''  '"^^.^h^  4X!i^^^  ^  ifl/Tmelliiig  out  a  iuU;]    The  old  ed^ions 
'  li^ve  it^  cou^tier'j  nft/ei  and  this  undoubtedly  is  the  true  fee- 
ing :  and  for  thefe  rea&p&.;  Pirft,'  In  the  ptt^etkt  reading  there  is 
a  vicious  repetition  in  ttiis  fif}e  rpe.ech ;  the  fame  thou|;hc  having 
been  given  in  the  foregoing  line:  t 

0*er  Uewyers  fingers,  who  ftrait  dreacD  on  fees : 
Nor  can  it  be  objedled  t^^t  there  will  be  the  iame  fault  \i  we  xztA^ 
courtiers  ^  it  having  been  faJd  before :        ,  1  .  \ 

On  courtiers^  ltng?§j^  that4feam  on  curtfies  ftrait ; , 
becaufe  they  are  (hewn  in  two  places  under  different  views :  in  the 
firft,  their ^^5^£ry;  in  thf^i^cpnd,  tiieir  ;^ij^i7^  if^^udicpled.     5e- 
'  condly,  la  our  author's  time,,  a  court- foUcitation  was  called.  (im» 
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R  b-M  E  O  AmS  f  U  L  I  i  T.     .    S9 

And'thdii  dreams  he  of  fmellihg  oyt  ^  iuit ;      •    ," 

,;■.,; .,  ;.    •   '".•'.•'•.Atki 

ply,  a/uit;  and  ftproceA^  Afult  at  /aw,'  to'diftinguifli  if  fmm  the 
other.  **  Thf  King"  (fays  an  anonymous  cotempoftryitiTiici^  of 
the  life  of  Sir  Wlllani-Cc^il)  '\callad  Jilm  [Sir  VVilli;^mf:^*a]  a#d 
"  after  lohg  talk  with  him,  being  much  delighted  With  hjs  anfwef^»  ' 
**  willed  his  father  t(>  FiNb  [uc,  to  pncU  nut^  A.  suit  for  hiiji.' 
"  Whereupon  he  became  sviter  for  tho  rfeverfibn  of  thfe^Gbftds- 
«'  bfevium  oflSce  in  t;hc  Cpmrooti  Picas :  which  the  king  willingly 
*'  granted,  ij  being  thp  firft  syix  hchad  in  his  life.'?  Ivt^ti^dt  fur 
poet  has  vfery  rarely  turned  his  fatire  againft  Awv^^frj  apd  ^w/fi- 
acdings^  the  commen  topic  of  later  WVifers  r  for,  to  oblfeyvcjt  tp  tT^e 
honouf  of  die  £nglifti  judicatures,  tlvey-  preferred  the  pilrity  and 
fimplicity  of  their  firft  4nlT:itution,  long  after  chicane  had  over-run 
all  the  other  laws  of  Eurof)e.     Wa^^tjrton,    * 

In  thefc  lines  Dr.  Warburton'  has  very  juftly  reftored  the  aid 
readinj^  r£^»r//erV  /r^,  and  has  ^p^ainedth^  parage  witH  his  ufual 
learning;  bu;  I  do  not  think  he  is  i»  happy  in  his  endeavour  to 
juftify  Shakefpeare  from  the  charge  o[ ^[vicious  repeiiii<rn  *\n  introi^ 
ducing  the  courtier  twice,     'f  he  fecond  folio,  1  obferve,  reads  : 

On  COUNTRIES  knees:— *-^ 
which  has  led  me  to  conjedure,  that  the  line  ought. to  be  read 
thus: 

On  COUNTIES  knees,  that  dream  on  ceurtliesflrait: — 
Counties  I  ynderftand  to  fignify  noblemen  in  general.     f*aris,  who, 
in  one  pface,  1  thlnk^  is  called  farl^  is  moll  commgnly.  ftiled  the 
countie  in  this  play.  ,  . 

And  fo  m  M^h  A^  ahqut  Mot^ing,  A^  ^.  ^'€  find  ?     - 
**  Princes  and  counties,^.     .      . 
And  in  AWs  well  that.Efids  wfU^  Aift  3  ;  r 

"  A  ring  the  County  wears."  v     •  ^ 

The  Countii  kgmond  \%  fo  palled  mprp  th^n  once  in-Holitigfb.ejd, 
p.  1150,  and  in  the  Burleigh  papers,  vol.  I*,  p^  ap^*-  ^  &€e  allb 
p.  7,  The  Cmntie  Palatine  Xowys,  Ho^vever,  perhaps^  it  is  as 
probable  that  the  repetition  of  the  Caurtier^  wbijcti  pfiends  us  in  this 
paflage,  may  be  owing  (txot  tp  any  error  of  the  prefs,  but)  to  the 
players  having  jumbled  together  the  vj^rjprieg  of  fev^ral  editions, 
as  they  certainly  have  done  in  othef  pairts  pf  the  play.  X^R  w  hi  tt. 

At  the  firft  entry  of  the  charaj^erg .  in  the  Hiftory  pi  Qjrfando 
Furiq/by  played  before  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  publiftied  in  159+ 
.  and  1599,  Sacripajrt  is  called,  the  (hujttie  Sacripan^        /  ' 

Again,  Orlando,  fpeaking  of  bimlelf ; 

"  Surnam'd  Orlando,  the  Qountie  Palatine.'^ 

Qountie  is  at  leaft  repeated   twenty  times  in  th^  famp  .play. 

'J'his  fpecch  at  djlferent  times  received  mu^halferatioa  and  im- 
'  .     /  .  ,    .  P  t  jwQ»«nci>tT 
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40        JIOMEO  AMP  JULIET. 

And  fomecime  comes  (he  with  a  tithe-pig's  tatlt- 
Tickling  ^  parfon's  nofe  as  a^  lies  afleep. 
Then  dreams  he  of  anoiher  benefice : 
Sometime  (be  driveth  o'er  a  foldier's  neck, 
And  then  dreams  be  of  cutting  foreign  throats. 
Of  breaches,  ambufcaddes,  1  Spanifli  blades. 
Of  beaUbs  five  fathom  deep ;  and  then  anon 
Drums  in  bis  car  ;  at  which  he  ftarts,  ahd  wakes ; 
And,  being  thus  frighted,  fwears  a  prayer  or  two,' 
And  (leeps  agdn.     This  is  that  very  Mab, 
That  plats  the  manes  of  horfes  in  the  night ; 
*  And  cakes  the  elf-locks  in  foul  fluttifh  hairs, 

provement.    The  part  of  it  in  queftion*  fiands  thdg  in  the  quarto 

And  in  this  Ton  (he  gallops  up  and  down 
Through  lovert  braines,  and  then  they  dream  of  bvc : 
0*er  coimiers  knees,  who  flrait  on  curlier  dreamc : 
O'er  ladies  iip9,  who  dreame  on  kiiles  flrair ; 
Which  oft  the  anjp-ie  Mab  with  bliftcrs  plagues, 
Becaufe  their  breaths  with  fweernoeais  tainted  are,. 
Sometimes  (he  gallops  o'er  a  lawyer's  lap, 
And  then  dit^ames  he  of  i'melling  out  a  fuit : 
And  fonoetime  comes  (he  with  a  tithe*pig's  taile. 
Tickling  a  parfbn^s  noie  that  lies  afleepe, 
And  then  dreames  he  of  another  benetice* 
Sometimes  (he  gallop&o'er  a  ibuMier's  nofe. 
And  then  dreames  he  of  cutting  formioe  thrpat^ 
Of  breaches,  ambulcadoes,  countermines. 
Of  healths  five  fadome  deep,  &c. 
Shakefpeare,  as  I  have  obienred  before,  did  not  alwajri  attend  to 
the  propriety  of  bis  own  alterations.    Sri^  ^  v e  n s . 

^  Sfani/h  hhdes^'\    A  fword  is  veiled  a  toledo,  from  the  exceU 
Icnce  of  the  Toletan  fleel.    So  Grotius ; 

««  — »«.  Enfis  Toletanus 
*^  UmfaLTflgi  non  eft  alio  celebranda  metallo. 
**  Urilis  in  cives  eft  ibi  lamna  fuos.**        Johnson. 
The  quarto  15979  inflead  of  Spamjb  iiades,  reads  covntermiaeu 

Steevens^ 
•  AnA cakes  tbf  ej^Ms^  &c.]     This  was  a  common  fupcrftition  | 
and  feems  to  have  had  its  rife  from  the  horrid  difcafe  called  the 
plica  Polonica,     Wa«bcrton. 

AH  (he  old  copies  that  I  have  feeu,  concur  in  reading,  *^  and 

lakesj  &c,''    Mr.  Pope  firft  made  the  alteration!  which  does  noj 

'  ap^iear  to  be  abfolately  neceflkry,    St^&vsns, 
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Which,  once  untangled^  much  misfbituoe  bodet. 
Thiris  the  hag,  when  ihaidt.fie  oft  their  becks  % 
That  preflcs  them,  tnd.learot  thcpi  firft  fo  heart 
Making  them  women  of  good  cirriag|u 
This  is  (be — -^ 

B0B,  Peac€«  peace,  Mercudio^  peace  | 
Thou  talk'ft  of  oothing. 

Mer.  True,  I  ulk  of  dreams  \ 
Which  are  the  ch^ren  of  ao  idle  brain. 
Begot  of  nothing  but  vain  phantaiy ; 
Which  is  as  thin  of  foMftance  aa  the  air  i  ^ 

And  more  inoonftant  than  the  wind,  who  wooes 
Even  now  the  frozen  boibm  of  the  north. 
And,  being  anger'd,  pufis  away  from  thence  % 
Turning  his  face  to  the  dew-drmpng  ibuth. 

Ben^  This  wind,  you  talk  ot,  bk>ws  us  fram  Mr 
felves; 
Sapper  is  done,  and  we  Ihall  come  too  late. 

Rem.  I  fcar^  too  early :  for  my  mind  mi%ifei^  , 
Some  confequence,  yet  han^ng  in  the  ftars, 
Shall  bitterly  begin  his  feartul  date 
With  this  ntght*s  revels  *,  and  expire  the  term 
Of  a  defpifed  life,  clos*d  in  my  breaft. 
By  fome  vile  forfeit  of  untimely  death : 
But  He,  that  hath  the  fteerag^  of  my  courfir. 


*  '^wiex  maids^  &c.]    So,  in  Drayton*!  I^^mfhidU: 
And  Mab^  his  merry  ^uetn^  fy  V'^T^ 
Befirides ymng  Fohs  that  be  utrizhi 


(In  eider  Times  ilx  Mare  that  bi^t) 
HH^ich  ftagues  them  out  tf  tmq/hre. 
So,  in  Crervaft  ofTtihwy^  Dec.  x.  C.  ty.^  Vidisius  quofdam 
^aemones  tanto  seb  mulieres  amare,  quod  aa  inaudita  prorumpunc 
ludibiia,  i(t  cuip  ad  concubitum  earum  accedunt,  mirdm^  eas  ^ 
frimtmtt  tiffc  ab  alils  videntur, 
.— ^'^Wcarri^]    So,  in  L^v^s  Laiom^il^^  A€t  t.  Sc  a« 

**  •«-  let  them  be  mien  of  good  repute  and  carriage. 
Minim  Samplon,  mafter;  lie  was  a  man  i^  mAearrie^  i  fftax 
f^rrii^l  for  he  rtfrr/W/ the  town-gates,  ^c.**    dTSKVSNS« 
'  f  ^frm  i&Mcf.]    The  q^Mrto  1597^  leads  s  — '*  in  hafle." 

Stbevens* 

Dirca 
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A-rfir^?  -Nj  -ft::-   7-.    :  •     \i     . 
^  Hall  in  Capulet\s  H^mfs.-    '^    J  -  . 
;  •-•-  -  - ;  iE*;^*^  Servdnts:  •.  .    *  '  -    '-'  ""- 

1  5^ri;.  4  Where's  Potpah^  tKatJie  helps'Ppt  to 
take  away  ?  he  fliift  ^  trencher  5  \,  he  icfape  a  f renfctier ! 

2  S^r^y,  When  gobd  manners^flrafl  ile  allirt  one. or 
two  mens*  hapSs,'  and  they  ^unSvaffrd  too,  .'tis  a. foul 
thing,  •    .•    •       a......  ... 

i*-y^w;  'Away -with-  the  joifit-fto6ls,  remove  the 
^ court-cupbdardi  look   to  the  plate:— -gooH  thou, 

*  DlrcS  f^ty  faill]  ]''t\have  reftoredlhi/ reading  from  tlic  elder 
''Wfiia^idV' ste'^iiig  merer cdngruoiis- tty.  tfcc  mfetaphor  iil'the  pre- 

cccding  line.     Suit  is  the  reading  of  the  foljo. '  Stee  vens. 
DireH  m^yfiiit4\^  Gujde  thfe^i/?/«/.9f*ih?adventt^re^  John^oK* 

3  Sfr-ike  drumi^  Jlere  the  folio  adds;  Xko^^^^^  qhot^t  thejlage^ 
atm^eVfinng  men  cor^^  forth  '•jjlt h  (heir  napkins,,     S'teevens, 

*  Thi^ft*ii«  is  iadid  jQhce  the  »irft-dbp>v   Ste evens. 

5  — heJbijiaxxtXiflism.i^A  TreiifAerhWtte  ftill  ufed  by  por- 
fons  oL^pod  ^QiipjtiA-Qur  author's  tiaof./  Jn  the  liouihqjd' Uobk 
of  the  earls  of  Nofrhumberland,  compiled  at  the  beginning  of  the 
fame  century^  it  appears  that'tLey  w6fe  common  to  the  tables  of  the 
firil  nobility,    Pslt'cY*  \         .'»       :      -'•.  *  *    -^ 

Thev^ogjljnued^fpiijrpQO  n^qch  lon^t  in  many  public: ibdttltSy 
particularly  in  colleges  and  inns  of  court ;  and  are  ftill  retained 
at  Lincoln's-Inn.-.»-N'icuoL8fc  .•  ,^ '* 

*  — court-cupholird^  I  am  not  very  certain  that  I  know  the 
exa6t  fignification  of  'c^urt-cy:phpard*  Perhaps  it  is  what  we  caU  at 
jirefept  \\\^  fide-hoard.  It  is  however  frequently  mpntiqncd  in  the 
old  plays :  fo,  in  a  Humorous  Dqy\  J\^lrtk^  1 599  ^  ^\  —  (hadow  ihefe 
tables  with  thei|r  wtiire  veils,  and  ^ccomplilh  the  ^ow^  vupbaardm^ 

\'  Again,  in  Monjieur  JO^OUvfy  1606,  by  Chapman  ; 

"  yitrc^  {hall  ftand  my  co^rt-^cuphoard  wuh  its  iur^iturpof  platf,"  . 
**'Again,  in  the/?^^r/w§- (rir/,  1611  :  *  . 

^    .T^  ^ '*  .Fla<:e-thaj,iQtheft?»r/p//^^^izr4/.'*  ..     ' 

' 'Again,  in  Decker'^  jff(?;?£/r//''''vjwr,i 63 J  :  .       .  * 

*•  —  ^^^y^re  tQgeiher Qn  the  cuphoardi of  t]bQ courts oxj^z^ntrtt 

t.*  Cgurhcufjoardtvih^xt^  wijli  Fljfggons,  Ca'hs/C'ups,  Beakers,  &c.* 

••'::■'  ^     •  ■■      •  -^^    •  ■     .    ^    ^^, 
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*9fave  fne  a  piece  of  march-tJart^i  add; 'as  thou  loV^ft 
me,  let  the  porter  kt  iti  Sufan  Grindftonei*  and  Nell. 
rr-Antony !  and  Potpaiv !  ■  .     ^  . ..     . 

2  Serv.  Ayj  boy  j  reidy.     '  * 
I  Serv.  You  are  looked  for,  and  call'd  for,  iflc^d 
•  for,  and  (bb^t  for,  in  .the  griat  chamber. 

^  y^fv.  We  cannot  be  here  attd  there  too/— ChecHy, 

boys ;  be  briik  a  whiky'  and  the  longer  liver  take  ah. 

,1  .  vv.  -r,/;  ;.     .\.  :  [Exeunt. 

'£fi/^  CapuJiti  dc'  ivitb  tbeGvtfisand^  theMdJkih. 

I  Cap.  Welcome,'  gendeqien  I    IadieS|  that   have 
their  feet 
.  Unplagu'd  with  corps,  will. have, j  bout  with  ypu:-^ 

Ah  ha,  my  mi^rciPTcs !  which  Qftyw  lU 

. ."    ^ 

Two  kA  ^^(ouri'CufibpariU  Jr(5'*rf^fl.  iti  Stationers'.  tfalL  -. 
*r  .     :!.,  i  r^  /  Steev^ns. 

'  '  The  uf^  which  to  this  day  is  m^e  of  thofe.  cuplfiords  is  e>  a^ly 
jlefcribed  in  the '^bo^-q^ubted  line  of 'jphapman ;  rtoi.dirp!ay  at 
public  fefHvals  the  Jiaggdns^cam^  cups^  ieaker^^  -and  otber'aotique  myer 
vcfliels  of  the  company,  .feme,  ot"  which  fwith  the  n^Qies  ofthc 
dpnors  ip(cribf^  on  them)  are. remarlcably  large,   iN'ichols.   . 

^  San^e  me  a  piece  of  niarcb-tane  j]  March- pane  was  a'conf^ton 
made  of  piflacbp-nut^  ^liponds,  and  fugar^  &c,  and  in  nigh 
efleem  in  Shakefpeare^s  time  j  as  apj^cars '  from  the  account  of 
Quepp  Elizabeth's  entertainment  iii  Cambridge.  It  is  faid  that'^he 
univcrfity  prefented  Sir  William  Oeci}  their  chancellor,  with  Wit) 
pair  of  gloves,  a  march-pane^  and  two  fug^f-loaves,       ,, 

Pecl^s  heftdtr^ta  Cifriofa^  vol.  ii,  p.  29^     Gray^. 

March-pane  wsis  a  ^ind  of  fwcet  breaa  or  bifcuit  j  call^byiome 

almond-cake.     Mermolau^  l^rharus  xj^xvci%'\x.' maxapanii^   vulgarly 

martins  pants,  G,  macepain^v\^majjepain.     tt.  marzapane,  H.  mofa' 

fan,    IJ.  marcepeyMj  i,  e,  mqjja  pura,  '  B*uti''as  ievf  underftobdjthe 

*  meaning  of  this  term,  it  began  to  be  generally  though  corruptly 

called  majppeyny  ktdrcepeyn^  martfepcyn  \  and  in  confequ^nce  of  thi» 

miftake  of  ^  theirs  it  fooii  took  the  name  of  niartius  fanis^  *an  ^p- 

^pellatipn  transferred- a^erwards  into  othfr  languages. -»  See  Junius » 

j  •    Ha\^kins, 

March-pane  was  a  conftant  article  in  the  de(ert$  ,of  our  i»n- 

.   ceftofs.     So,'  in  Acolajlu^^  a  comedy,  i^.29  :'  "  —  feeing  that  the 

iffde   of  the'  table,  fruits    and  *  chefe  or  wafers    hypqcras    and 

marchpanes  or  comfy|ur(e&,  be  brought  in.**     '     .    ' 

See  DugdalcVOrig.  Jurici.  p.  .I3^.    Ste'evens, 
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WtUjiow  imy  lo  da^ee  ?  fl)e  ihft  makfSr,dii9ty9  ^^^ 

\ViMwt9ir^  b9ib  QOHOS  *>  Am  I  coaic  near  yoM  «ow  ? 

You  are  welcomcy  gentlemcii  I  I  hwefecn^bcdx^ 

That  I  have  worn  a  vtfor>  a«¥i  could  ceil 

A^wWf^pmi^k^  Al|ir.hidy^^4»r^ 

Such  as  wjduld  pkaf!Et^«-'t»  g^e^  -'ti%eMe«  fcu^Qiif  s 

>^ou2Breji?^toomc9geBdemi;iirr«»0^ 

^  A  h9)l  j  ia'haU!  giireroQin^  4ttid  foot  iti.sris. 

More  light,  ye  knavct;  and  turn  the  tables  up, 
And  quench  the  firtr,  the  room  ip.grown  too  l^*^ 
Ahf  firrah,  this  unlook'd^for  fport  comes  welL 
N^y,  fit,  iwy,  fit, "  good  eoufia  Capulet ; 

For 

^*  •  •  flnfn  'oaekme,  gmJemitu]    Thdfe  two'  fines,  omitted  by  the 
modern  cditora^  1  iiktt.  replaced  fr6m  the  folio.    JoRNso^r. 

^  JJmU!  aJMlJ}    $Hch  it  the  old  leadin^r  and  <he  true. one» 
dio^gh  the  modern  eihonrt^  A  baU!  a  htHf    The  torm^  exe 
dflmattoii  oocpn  freqiKQtly  in  the  old- comedies,  and  figntfiqi^ 
makermm^    So»  in  the  comedy  of /M^rDA^g^y  i6bo; 
"  Room !  room  !  a  baUf  a  Ad//* 

•«  —  Then  cry,  a  hmU!  a  IM! 
Again,  in  sq  Epithalamium  by  Chriftopher  Ikooke,  pnhlUhed  91 
die  end  of  England's  HeUc^n^  1614 ; 

**  Cry  not,  s  ball^  a  ball;  but  cl^mber*roome ;     v 
*•  Dsmctne  is  lame,  to.*^ 
hV^^t  tn  the  IVtO^s  Te^rsy  a  comedy,  by  Cbatman^  x6ii ; 
*•  AhaUr  M  haU!  who's  without  there?''— 
,    **  A  bmll!  a  ball!  let  no  more  citizens  in  there*** 
AgaWf  In  Hir$d and AntrMer^  1622 : 

^  Almaya  haUr  kt  all  the  deadly  fins 
^  Come  in,  ^nd  here  accufe  me  Is— *• 
Again,  in  Dtein^s  Satir§0aflt;p : 

*•  His  grace  com^.«r^A  hall,  rarlets  WWhcrp  be  ipy  *««  ?* 
AgaiPi  in  the  jw0  Maid$  cf  Sfare-clackt^  1609 : 
•*  —  Hail^  a  kail  there,  mufick  found.** 
Againy  in  Wmmm  wOh09eAtr  wiW,  1651 : 

^  She  comes,  ihe  comes  1  A  Infll^  a  hifi!^       Steetens. 

"Mr*  Steevens  reads  very  rightly:  ^AiaO!  a  baU!    So,  in 

MarilonV  Satires :«— *<  A  ball,  a  bffl!  Room  for  the  fpheres !  Uc^ 

And  Dayles,  in  one  of  his  Epigrams:  **  A  bail  f  my  mailers,  |^ve 

RotunJus  room.**    Fa  em  1  a  • 

'  — good  C9ufim  Cafukty]    This  €OuJln  Capulet  is  maiU  ia  the 

.paper  of  inviutions  but  at  Cqpulet  if  4^Hbed  ^$  old|  VMg/fl 
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HOMEO  Aftv  JUXIET.        45 

For  you  axrd  I  are  patt.^  our  dancing  days : 
How  long  Wt  ttovr^  fince  laft  yourfclf  and  I 
Were  in  a  malk  ? 

2  Cap.  By'r  lady^  thirty  years. 

I  Cajf.  what,  man !  'tis  not  f6  much^  'us  not  h 
tniich:. 
'Tit  fince  the  nuptial  of  LucentiOf 
Come  pentecdft  as  qoicbty  as  it  will. 
Some  five  and  tivcoty  years  i  atid  th^  we  mz(k^dL^ 

%  Cap.  Tk  m^re^  *cis  more :  his  ion.  is  elder^  fir  ^ 
Hisfon  is  tbirty<r 

I  Cap.  s*  Will  you  tell  me  that  ? 
His  Ion  was  but  a  ward  two  y^ars  ago, 

Rm.  What  Iad)r^s  that^  which  doth  enrich  the  hand 
Of  yonder  knighc  ? 

5^rv*  I  know.DOt,  fir* 

Rom.  O,  ihe  doth  teach  the  torches  to  bum  bright  I 
Her  beauty  hangs  upon  the  cheek  of  night  ^ 
Like  a  rich  jewd  in  an  JEthbp's  ear : 

ts  piobabty  the  ri^  word  in  both  places*  I  kaow  not  ham 
Capulet  and  his  lady  mtg^t  ame,  their  tges  irere  very  dtipio|xir- 
tkmate  ;  he  ha$  peta  p«^  iMwisg  for  thirty  yeatB,  and  her  ajfe,  aa 
ibe  teU»  Juliet,  n  but  eighc-aacUt«reDty«    Johnson. 

*  — tmr  dancing  i%K^*I    Thus  the  folio:   the  q42an»  xeadir 
^  o^rjiatidiftg  days/    SrEXTKKS. 

'  —  vtiHymuSMa^  &c«]    Thk  ^fetdk  ilanib  thus  ia  the  firft 
copy: 

Wmwoa  uA  roe  that  itca&not  be  fof 

His  ion  was  but  a  ward  three  years  a^o; 

Good  youths  fhUk  f — Oh,  youthls  a  jolly  dnng ! 
There  are  many  triiiag  variatknis  in  almoft  cveiy  fpeech  of  chit 
pby;  but  irhen  they  are  of  little  ^^onfequeocc  1  havie  ^orehora  «o 
tocumber  the  f^gt  by  the  infertion  of  them«  The  iaA^  however^ 
ofdiele  three  hnes  is  naturaU  and  worth  preliervictg.  St e evens. 
4-— <^6«A  y  si;^^]  Sfaake^eare  bat  the  ianie  thought  ia  hit 
ipktasmct; 

**  Which,  like  a  jein^  hung  in  gMHy  iiight« 

**  Makes  bhck  night  beauteous,  and  her  oM  faoe  utrnJ* 
IheqiiaitcM,  if^»  t$99. 1609, 1637^  aad  the  folio  161  j»  reai: 

bfiamsfin  hangs  upon  the  cheek  of  niijht. 
kit  to  the  folio  t4}tt  that  ivie  are  indebted  for  the  prefent  vead- 
tfag;  biit  I  kaow  not  ^Sm  it  it  ihcttue  oiie«    Steevens. 

Beaiiqr 


Digitized  by 


Google 


46         ROMEO;  AND  JUXl-ET.; 

Beauty  top  rich  for  ufc,  fpr  earth,  too  dear !  r 

So  fhews  »a  fnowy  dove  trooping  wuh  crows. 
As  yonder  lady  o*er  her  fellows  fhows. 
The  meafure  done,  PU  watch  he:r  place  of  ftand^    * 
And,  touching  hers,  make  happy  my  rudehand*  . 
Did  my  heart  love  'till  now?  forfy^rpdr  it,  fight f 
For  I  ne'er  faw  true  beauty  'till  this  nights,  •  .  % 

Tyh.  This,  by  his  voice,  fhould  be  a  Montague:*— ^^ 
Fetch  me  my  rapier,,  boy: — ^^What!  dare?  the  flave 
Come  hither,  covered  with  an  antick  face^         . 
To  fl^er  arid  fcorn  at  our  folemnity  ?  ,.  * 

Now,  by  the  ftock  'and  honour  of  njy  kin, 
To  ftrike  him  dead  I  hold  it  not.  a  fin.  ' 

I  Cap.  Why,  how  now,  kinfmah  ?.  wherefore  ftorm 

you  fo? 
5jy^.  Uncle,  this  is  a  Montague,  our  foe  5 
A  villain,  that  is  hither  come  'in  fpight. 
To  fcorn  at  our  folemnity  this  night, 
.1  Cap.  young  Romeo  is't? 
^yb.  *Tis  he,  that  villain  Romeo. 
I  Cap.  Content  thee,  gentle  coz,  let  him  alone^/ 
He  bears  him  like  a  portly  gentleman  ; 
And,  to  fay  truth,  Verona  brigs  of  him. 
To  be  a  virtuous  and  well- governM  youth  : 
I  woold  not  for  the  wealth  of  all  xhis  town^ 
Here  in  my  houfe,  do  him  difparagement : 
Therefore  be  patient,  take  no  >^ote  of  him^ 
It  is  my  will ;  the  which  if  thou  refpeft, 
Shew  a  fair  prefence,  and  put  off  thefe  frowns> 
An  ill-befeeming  femblance  for  a  feaft. 

^yb.  It  fits,  when  fuch  a  villain  is  a  gueft; 
FU  not  endure  him. 

I  Cap.  He  Ihall  be  endur'd ; 
What,  goodman  boy! — I  fay,  he  fiaall : — Goto;— 1 
Am  I  the  mafter  here,  or  you  ?  go  to. 

«  For  Ine'erfaw  true  beauty  till  this  night.]  Th\i%K.HehiyWl^^ 
o  beauty,  . 
Till  uow  I  never  knew  thee'!*   ST£Ev>N«i 
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YouMlnot  endure  bjml.-rrGod  ftmll  mend  my  fbul-r- 

Ym'11  make  a  mutiny  among  my  gucfts  ! 

You  will  fet  cock-a-hOop  !  you'll  be'  t^e  mahl* 

Tyk  Why,  uncle,  'tis  a  fliamci      •  •         /     .  r:! 

1  Cap.  Go  to,  go  to,  •        1      : 

You  are  a  faucy  biy :— Is't  fo,  inde^  ?-^-^     ,  ;;^ 
This  trick  may  chance  tofcatheyou^;— ifcnowwhat — 
You  muft. contrary  rfte.v  I  marryy  •€«:  time^. —  / 
Well  laid,  my  hearts: — « You  area  pnocoxt  go::-it*i 
Be  quiet,  or — More  light,  more  lightj  for  fcameJ — 
ril  make  you  quiet.;  What^ — Checrlyi  mylheartaf* 

Tyk'9  Patience  perforce,  with  wilful  choler  meeting. 
Makes  my  flefh  tremble  in  their  different  greeting* 
I  will  withdraw;  but  this  intrufion  0)all,  • 
Now  feeming  fwect,  convert  to  bitter  gall.       [jB*//. 

•  To  fcarheyoM^  i.  e.  |o  do  you  an  ir^ty.  '    .*     /». 

So,  in  T/je  P inner  qflFhkefielJ^  1599  : 

"  They  (hall  amend  the  Jiai/j,  ox  kifs  the  pound,*        ,.;-;' 
Again,  in  the  interlude  ^i  Jacoi  and  Efau,  1^68  :  * 

"  Ala«,  what  wretched  villain  hath  done  me  {wcYi fiath?^ 

•  Tou  miift  contrary  w^.]     The  ufe  of  this  verb  is  comtnpo'to 
oar  old  writers.     So,  in  Tull/s  Love  hy  Greene^  1616 :  **  -^'ratlierv 
wifhing  to  die  than  to  contrary  her  refblution.'*     Many  iriftances' 
more  might  be  felcdted  from  ^idnr^l  Arcadia, 

Again,  m  Warner's  Albions  England j  1602.  B.  lo.  Chtlp.  c^  . 

**  his  countermand  (hould  ha^e  contrariedio!'' 

The  fame  verb  is  uled  in  Sir  Tho,  Nonh,*s  tranflaiiqii  of  5Ju- 
tarch.     Steevens.  -   - 

•  You  are  a  princox,  go : — ]  A  princox  is  a  cpxcomb^  a  contdt^d 
pcrfon.  ' 

The  word  is  ufed  by  Ben  Jonfon  in  The  Cajk  is  alter'^d^  1609,;  l?y 
Chapman  in  his  comedy  01  3£iy- Day ,  1610;  in  i\\q  Return  from 
Parnajfus^  1 606:  **  Your  proud  univerfity  P'rlnccx -^  again,  in 
Fuimus  Trofs,  1603  !  ^'  That  Princox  }^xo\^i'^  and  indeed  bv  moft 
ot  the  old  dramaiick  writers.  Cotgrave  renders  ynjeiine  e/tpudeaU 
fitpffhe^-^ji  y<j  ung  princox  boy.     S  t  e  E  v  E  N  s *.        *  * 

•  Patience  perfirce^'\  This  espreffion  is  in  J)m 'proverbial:  the', 
©Id  adage  !«j         • 

•«'  Phtimct ptrforct  is  a  medicine  for  a  iftad  dog,"    Steev.  ." 

.  i..\i      s\'     ^*  ■       .*  - 

Rem. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4$        ROMEO  Ant  JUJLIET- 
Ram.  '  If  I  profane  with  my  unworthy  hand 

This  holy  ihrine^  die  gentle  jRne  is  thts~ 
My  lipS)  two  bluihing  pilkHms^  itady  ftand 

To  fmooth  that  rough  touch  with  a  tender  kifs. 
Jul.  Good  pilgrim^  you  do  wrong  your  hand  too 
much. 
Which  mannerly  devotion  (hews  in  this : 
For  Uinu  have  hands  that  pilgrims'  hands  do  touch. 
And  pakn  to  palm  is  holy  palmers*  ktfs« 
Rem.  Have  not  faints  lips,  and  holy  palmers  too  ? 
Jul.  Ay,  pilgrim,  lijps  that  they  muft  ufe  in  prayer. 
Rem.  ,0  then,  dear  laint,  let  lips  do  what  hands  do  % 
They  pray,  grant  thou,  left  faith  turn  to  defpair* 
JuL  Samts  do  noi  move,  thoi]^h  grant  for  prayers' 

fake* 
Rfim.  Theh  move  not,  while  my  prayer^  effcQ,  I 
take. 
Thus  from  my  lips,  by  yours,  my  fin  is  purged. 

JmI  Then  have  my  lips  the  fin  that  they  have  took. 
Rom.  Sin  from  my  lips  i  O  crefpafs  fweetly  urg'd ! 
Give  me  my  fin  ag^n. 
JuL  You  kils  by  the  book. 
Nwfe.  Madam,  your  mother  craves  a  word  with 

you. 
Rom.  What  is  her  mother  ? 
Jfmfi.  Marry,  bachelor. 

This  hi^Jinwe^  tie  fgmk  fin  is  this^ 

J^  l^  tw0  hhi/iUf  fifgrimsf  Sec.]  All  fro&oatioiit  are  fup« 
fefbi  to  be  expiited  etdicr  oy  fome  meriturioMt  aftion,  or  by  fomc 
pemmce  uodergone  and  miiullinient  fubmitted  fo«  So  Romeo 
woidd  Iwie  &y.  If  I  have  bcoi  pro&oe  in  the  rude  couch  of  my 
hand,  117  lipt  ibnd  ready,  as  two  UuOiing  pilgrims,  to  lake  off  tbac 
offence,  to  atooe  fiir  it  by  a  fwcet  paiaii«e«  Our  poet  therefdnr 
mjJk  hx9€  wrote, 

I  thepadr>hritdui>   WAaavaroif* 
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tier  mother  is  the  Jady  of  the  houfe. 
And  a  good  lady,  and  a  wife,  and  virtuous : 
i  nurs'd  her  daughter,  that  you  talk'd  withal ; 
I  tell  you-i-he,  that  can  lay  hold  of  hcr^ 
Shall  hare  the  chink. 

Rom.  Is  fhea  Capulet? 
Q  dear  account !  my  life  is  miy  foe's  debt; 

Ben.  Away,  begone ;  the  fport  is  at  the  beft* 

Rom.  Ay,  fo  I  ^ar ;  the  more  is  my  unrefti 

I  Cap.  Nay,  gentlemen,  prepare  not  to  be  gone  % 
We  have  a  trifling  foolijh  banquet  towards  *4— ^ 
Is  it  e'en  fo  ?  Why,  then  I  thank  you  all ; 
I  thank  you,  honeft  gentlemen '  j  gbod  tiight  :— 
More  torches  here  ! — Come  oh,  then  let's  to  bed* 
Ah^  firrah,  by  my  fay,  it  waxes  late ; 
ru  to  my  reft.  [Exeunt. 

7*^' Come  hither,  nurfc 41  Whatis  yon  gentleman? 

Nuf^i  The  fon  and  heir  of  old  Tiberio. 
'  Jul.  What's  he^  that  now  is  going  out  of  door  ? 

Nurfe.  Thatj  as  I  think,  is  young  Petruchio. 

Jul.  What's  he,  that  follows  there,  that  vvould.not 
dance? 

Nurfe.  i  know  not* 

Jul.  Goj  alk  his  name  :**— ^if  he  be  married^ 
My  grave,  is  like  to  be  my  ivedding  bed. 

*  fTe  htfve  ufioli/h  tri/iing  hanquH  towards.]     Towards  is  rcady< 
at  hand.     So,  in  Hamkn 

**  What  might  be  towdrdsf  that  this  fwcaty  haftc      ^ 
**  Doth  make  the  night  joint  labourer  with  the  day  ?'• 
Again,  in  the  Phanixi  by  Middlecon,  1607  : 

<t  .^.^     ■  here's  a  voyage  towards^  will  make  Us  all.*' 

STEKVBNa* 

^  *— r  homeft gentlemen  j]  .  Hercj  the  quarto,  1597,  adds : 
**  I  promife  you,  but  for  your  company, 
'*  I  would,  have  been  in  bed  a^  hour  ago  : 
"  Ligfet  to  my  chamber,  hoT'    Steevens.* 

♦  Come  hither^  nurfe:    What  is  yon  gentleman  t'\     This  arid  thjP 
Mowing  qucflions  are  taken  from  the  noveL    St  £  evens. 

.   Vol.  X*  £  Nnrfu, 
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so         ROMEO  AND  JULIET. 

Nurfe.  His  name  is  Romeo,  and  a  Montague ; 
The  only  fon  of  your  great  enemy.  ^ . 

Jul.  My  only  love  fprung  from  my  only  hate ! 
Too  early  feen  unknown,  and  known  too  late  ! 
Prodigious  birth  of  love  it  is  to  me. 
That  I  muft  love  a  loathed  enemy. 

Nurfe.  What's  this  ?  what's  this  ? 

Jul.  A  rhyme  I  leam'd  even  now 
Of  one  I  danc'd  withaK        [One  calls  witbtn^  Juliet. 

Nurfe.  Anon,  anon : — 
Come,  let's  away ;  th^  ftrangers  all  are  gone. 

[Exemt^ 

Enter  sC  H  0  RU  S. 

Kow  old  defire  doth  on  his  death-bed  lie. 

And  young  afiedion  gapes  to  be  his  hen* ; 
That  fair,  for  which  love  groan'd  fore,  and  would  die. 

With  tender  Juliet  match'd,  is  now  not  fair. 
Now  Romeo  is  belov'd,  and  loves  again. 

Alike  bewitched  by  the  charm  of  looks ; 
But  to  his  foe  fuppos'd  he  mud!  complain. 

And  fhe  fteal  love's  fwect  bait  from  fearful  hooks : 
Being  held  a  foe,  he  may  not  have  accefs 

Tol)reathe  fuch  vows  as  lovers  ufe  to  fwear; 
And  (he  as  much  in  love,  her  means  much  lefs 

To  meet  her  new- beloved  any  where : 
But  pafllon  lends  them  power,  time  means  to  meet, 
Temp'ring  extremities  with  extrcam  fweet. 

[ExitCb$rtts. 

5  CHORUS.1  This  clwras  added  fioce  the  firft  edition.    Pq^e. 

Omtus.  The  ufe  of  this  chorus  is  not  eafily  difcovered;  it  con- 
duces nothing  to  the  progrefk  of  the  play/  but  relates  what  is  already 
known,  or  what  the  nest  fcene  will  fliew ;  and  relates  it  without 
adding  the  improvement  of  any  mora)  fentiment.    Johnsok. 
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A  C  T*   It        SCENE    I. 

rbe    S  r  R   E  E  T. 

Enjdr  J^omeo  alanci 

Rom.  Can  I  go  forward,  when  my  heart  is  here  ? 
Turn  back,  dull  earth,,  and  find  thy  center  out. 

[Exiil 

Enter  Ben^olio^  mib  Merctiihi      * 

ien.  Romeo  !  my  couGn  Rotiieo ! 

MsTf  He  is  wife  5 
And,  on  my  life,  hath  ftol'rt  him  home  to  bed. 

Ben.  tie  ran  this  way,  and  leap'd  this  orchatd  walli 
Call,  good  Mercutio* . 

Mer.  Nay,  Til  conjure  too.—* 
Why,  Romeo!  humours!  madman!  paffioti!  lover i 
Appear  thou  in  the  likcnefs  of  a  flgh< 
Speak  but  one  rhyme,  and  I  am  fatisfied ; 
Cry  but — Ay  me  !  couple  but-^love  and  ddve  ^ ; 
Speak  to  my  goflip  Venus  one  fair  Word, 
One  nick*name  to  her  purblind  fon  and  heir, 

*  Cry  hui-^Ay  me!  couple  httt^-4a^e  and  Jove,!]  The  quarto, 
1^97,  rt3A%  frommnee^  the  two  fucceeding  quartos  and  the  iUft  folio^ 
frovant:  the  id,  jd* ,  and  4th  folios,  couply\  and  Mr.  Rowe,  who. 
prmt^  from  the  laft  of  thcfe,  formed  the  prefent  reading;  Pro-^ 
vantf  in  atident  language,  iignifies  pravifion*  So,  in  ^*  The 
Court  and  Kitchen  of  Mzabeth,  caHed  Joan  Cromwell^  the  wife 
of  the  late  ufurper,  truly  defchbed  and  reprefented,"  1664^  p.  14* 
*'  -^  carrying  fnme  dainty  ^av<i»/  for  faer  owh  and  her  daughter's 
repaft.**  To  provant  is  to  provide i  and  to  provide  ie  to  fumijb, 
*•  Provant  but  love  and  dove,'*  may  therefore  mean  jkrnijh  but 
fu€h  haekney*d  rlximes  as  thefe  are,  the  trice  etfufions  of  lovers. 

StEEVEMS. 

£  «*  Yoyng 


Digitized  by 


Google 


5^        UO.M  E  O  ^Aux>  J  t!J  L  I  E  f* 

7  Young  Adam  Cupid,  he  that  (hot  fo  trim, 

s  When  king  Cophctua  lov*d  the  beggar-maid. • 

He  heareth  not,  he  ftirreth  not,  he,  moyeth  Aot ; 

The  ape  is  dead,  and  I  muft  conjure  him.— — 

I  conjure  thee  by  Rofaline*s  bright  eyes, 

fey  her  high  forehead,  and'het  fcarlet  lij), 

By  her  fine  foot,  ftraight  leg,  and  quivering  thigh. 

And  the  demefnes  that  there  adjacent  lie. 

That  in  thy  likenefs  thou  appear  to  us. 

Bfn.  Ah  if  he  hear  thee,  thou  wilt  aiiger  liim. 

Mer.  This  cannot  anger  him  :  'twould  anger  him 
To  raife  a  fpirit  in  his  miftrefs'  circle 
Of  fome  ftrange  nature,  letting  it  there  ftand 
^Till  (he  had  laid  it,  and  conjur'd  it  down ; 
That  were  fome  fpight :  my  invocation         «        - 
Is  fair  and  honefl:,'and,  in  his  miftrefs*  name, 
I  conjure  only  but  to  raife  up  him. 

Ben.  Come,  he  hath  hid  himfelf  among  thofe  trees. 
To  be  conforted  with  the  humorous  night  ?.: 

Blind 

'  ^  Tvung  Aiam  Cupid^    Alluding  to  the  famous  archer  Adam 
Bell.    Gray. 

•  When  king  Cophetua^  &c.J  Alluding  to  an  old  ballad.     Pope. 
This  ballad  is  prefcrved  in  the  firft  volume  of  Dr.  Percy's  Re- 
hques  ^ancient  inglljb  Poetry,     St  E  EVENS - 

*«  —*.^-.  her /«f*-3//W(btt  and  heir, 
*^  Young  Adam  Cupid,  he  that  ihot  fe  /r/Ver, 
••  When,  &c.'' 
This  word  /r/w,  the  firft  editors  coxrfulting  the  general  fenfe  of  the 
pafTage,  and  not  perceiving  the  allulion,  would  naturally  alter  to 
trui\  yet  the  former  feems  the  more  humourous  cxprcffion,  and* 
on  acctmnt  of  its  quaintnefs,  more  likely  to  have  been  ufcd  by 
Mercutio.    Percjy. 

So  trim  is  the  reading  of  the  oldcft  copy,  and  this  ingenious  con- 
jecture is  confirmed  by  it.  In  Dcchr^s  Satiremaftix  i%  a  reference 
to  the  fame  archer: 

**  — —  He  (hoots  his  bolt  but  feldorti ;  but  when  AJam  lets  go, 
he  hits  :**  ^ 

-  <«  He  Ihoots  at  thee  too,  Adam  Bell;   and  his  arrows  ftick 

here.'*    Steevens. 
'  9  t^tbe  humorous  night.']    I  fuppofe  Sbahjpeare  means  humid, 

the 
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Blind  is  his  love,  and  beft  befits  the  dark. 

Mer.  If  love  be  blind,  love  cannot  hit  the  mark* 
Now  will  he  fit  under  a  medlar  tree. 
And  wifh  his  miftrefs  were  that  kind  of  fruit» 
I  As  maids  call  medlars,  when  they  laqgh  alone,  <-« 
Romeo,  good  night  j — ru  to  my  truckle-bed  i 
This  field-bed  is  Xfio  cold  for  me  to  fleep: 
Come,  fhall  we  go  ? 

t  pioift  devi^  plglit.    Chafman  ufes  the  word  in  that  fenie  in 
hi  tranflatioti  of  Horner^  book  ,IL  edit.  1 598 : 
<^  The  other  gods  and  knights  at  arms  llept  all  the  humorous 
night.'^ 
Again,  in  Draytoi^'s  I^o^ol^i^^  fong  3  : 

"  Such  matter  48  Ihe  takes  from  the  grpfs  humprous  earth.** 
Again,  fong  13th  c 

«  —  tyhich  late  the  humorous  night 
**  ^fpangled  had  with  pearl — ^ 
Again,  in  his  BaroTif  tVars^  canto  I ; 

«•  The  humorous  fogs,  deprive  us  of  Jiis  light.*^    Stekvens* 
Again,    in  Meafure    for    meafitre;    **  The  vaporous  night  ap- 
proaches.**     ]\lA|'OifBy 

^  As  maids^  &c.]  ^  After  this  li^e  in  the  qqarto  i  J979 1  find  two 
other  verfes,  containing  fuch   ribaldrv,  that  I  cannot  venture  to 
infert  them  ii|  the  text,  though  I  exhibit  them  here  as  a  proof  that 
either  the  poet  or  his  friends  knew  fometimes  how  to  blot: 
O  Romeo  that  (he  were,  Q  that  (he  were 
An  open  Et  catera^  thpu  a  Pofrin  Pe^r  I  .  . 

This  pear  is  mentioned  in  the  Wife  Woman  tfUo^sioUy  1638. 
^  What  needed  I  to  have  grafted  in  the  fiock  oi  fuch  a  choke« 
pear,  and  fucb  a  goodly  Pofrin  as  this  to  efcape  me  ?** 
Again,  in  A  Woman  mvor  nftx*d^  1632  : 

<«  «^I  requeued  him  to  ^ull  rae 
**  A  Katherine  Pear,  and  had  I  not  lookM  to  hini     , 
•*  He  would  have  miftook  and  given  me  a  Popperin!* 
In  the  AtheiJPs  Traga^^  by  Cyril  SUmer,  i6i  i,   there  is  mucli^ 
conceit  about  this  P«ir.    I  am  unable  to  explain  it,  nor  does  it 
appear  indeed  to  deferve  explanation.  ; 

Thus  much  may  fafely  be  faid ;  via^.  that  our  Pear  might  have 
been  of  French  extra£tion,  as  Popering  was  tlie  name  o(a  pari(h  in 
the  Marches  of  Calais,  So,  Chancel's  Rim  of  Sirt  fhopas^  edit, 
>775>  ver.  13650: 

**  In  Flandres,  al  beyonde  the  fee 

♦*  At  i^^i»f  in  the  place*"    STEEVENSt 

E  3  Ben^ 
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Ben^  Goj  then ;  for  *tis  in  vain 
T'O  Ipek  him  here^  that  means  not  to  be  found, 

SCENE        11, 

Capule4^s  Gar  den  f 

Enter  Romeo. 

Rom.  *  He  jeft^  at  fc^ra,  that  never  felt  ^  wound.^ — 
Buty  foft  I  what  light  through  yonder  window  breaks? 
It  is  the  caft,  and  Juliet  Is  the  fun  ! — . 

IJuJiet  appears  above,  at  a  window^ 
Arife,  fair  fun,  and  kill  the  envious  moon. 
Who  is  already  fick  and  pale  with  grief. 
That  thou  her  maid  art  far  more  fan*  than  (he  ; 
5  Be  not  hi?r  maid,  fince  ftie  is  envious  i 
Her  veftal  li very,  is  but  fick  and  green. 
And  none  but  tools  do  wear  it ;  caft  it  off.-^ 
4  It  is  niy  lady ;  O,  it  is  my  love  : 

O,  that  fhe  knew  (he  were  !-^ 

She  (peaks,  yet  (he  fays  nothing;  What  of  that  ?     * 
Her  eye  dircour(es,  I  will  anfwer  it. — — 
I  am  too  bold,  'tis  not  to  me  it  fpeaks ; 
Two  of  the  faireft  ftars  in  all  the  heaven, 
Having  fonie  bufmefs,  do  intreat  her  eyes 
To  twinkle  in  their  fpheres  'till  thev  return. 
What  if  her  eyes  were  there;  they  m  her  head? 
The  brightnefs  of  her  cheek  would  fliame  thofe  ftars. 
As  day -light,  doth  a  lamp;  her  eye  in  heaven 
Would  through  the  airy  region  (Iream  fo  bright. 
That  birds  wQuld  fing,  and  f bink  it  were  not  night* 

*  H^jdfs  ^^jfiars^]  TJi^tJ^  MerewtiQ  jefts,  whom  hcover-? 
heard.    Johnson. 

^  Be  not.  her  maij^]  Bq  not  4  votary  to  the  moon,'  to 
piana.    Johnson. 

ij  //  is  «y  "ia^'il  T^^^  ^'^'^e  ^nd  Jialfl  have  replaced.    Johnson. 
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See,  how  flic  leans  her  cheek  upon  her  hand ! 
5  O)  that  I  were  a  glove  upon  that  hand. 
That  I  might  touch  that  cheek  ^ ! 

Jul.  Ay  me  I 

Rom.  She  fpeaks ; 
7  0»  fpeak  again,  bright  angel  I  for  thou  art 
As  glorious  to  this  night,  being  o*er  my  head» 
As  is  a  winged  meflenger  of  heaven 
Unto  the  white-upturMd  wond'ring  eyes 
Of  mortals,  that  fall  back  to  gaze  on  him. 
When  he  beftrides  ^  the  lazy-pacing  clouds. 
And  fails  upon  the  bofom  of  the  air* 

Jul.  O  Romeo,  Romeo!  wherefore  art  thou  Romeo? 
Deny  thy  father,  and  refiife  thy  name  : 
Or,  if  thou  wilt  not,  be  but  fwom  my  love» 
And  rU  no  longer  be  a  Capulet. 

Rom.  Shall  I  hear  more,  or  (hall  I  fpeak  at  this  ? 

[AJJe. 

'  O  that  I  were  a  ghve  upon  that  hami^]  This  pailage  appears 
to  have  been  ridiculed  by  Shirley  in  The  School  of  CamfUmettts^  a 
comedy,  1637 : 

*'  Oh  that  I  were  a  flea  upon  that  lip,*'  &c.    Steevens. 

•  —touch  thatvheeif]  The  quano,  iS97>  reads;  *'  kt/s  that 
ckeek.**     Steevens. 

'  OhyJ^eak  agaluy  bright  angel!  for  thou  art 
As  glorious  to  this  night,]     Though  all  the  printed  copies 
concur  in  this  reading,  yet  the  latter  part  of  the  fimile  feems  to 
require. 

As  glorious  to  this^^^/j— — 
and  therefore  I  have  ventured  to  alter  the  text  fo.    Theobald. 

I  have  reflored  the  old  reading,  for  furely  the  change  was  un« 
neceifary.  The  plain  fenfe  is,^  that  Juliet  appeared  as  fplendid 
an  objei^  in  the  vault  of  heaven  obfcured  by  darknefs,  as  an 
angel  could  feem  to  the  eyes  of  mortals,  who  were  falling  back 
to  gaze  upon  him. 

As  glorious  to  this  nighty  means  as  glorious  an  appearance  in  this 
dark  nighty  &c.  It  (hould  be  obferveo,  however,  that  the  fiiiule 
agrees  precifely  with  Theobald's  alteration,  atui  not  fo  well  with 
the  old  reading,     Stpievjij^s. 

•  —  z/-?^  lazy-pacing  clouds^']  Thus  corrcfted  from  the  firft 
edition,  in  the  other  la:^'pvffing. '  Pope, 

E  4  Jul. 
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Jul.  *Tis  but  thy  name,  that  is  my  enemy  2 
'  Thou  arc  thyfelf,  though  not  a  Montague. 
What's  Montague  ?  it  is  nor  hand,  nor  foot^ 
Nor  arm,  nor  face,  nor  any  other  part : 
What's  in  a  name  ?  that  which  we  call  a  rofe. 
By  any  other  name  would  fmell  as  fweet ; 
So  Rqmeo  would,  were  he  not  Romeo  call'd. 
Retain  that  dear  perfection  which  he  owes. 
Without  that  title  : — Romeo,  dofF  thy  name ;  . 
And  for  that  name,  which  is  no  part  of  thee, 
*  Take  all  myfclf. 

Rom*  I  take  thee  at  thy  word : 
Call  me  but  love,  and  Fll  be  new  baptiz'd ; 
Henceforth  I  never  will  be  Romeo. 

JuL  What  man  art  thou,  that,  jJius  befcreen'd  in 
night. 
So  ftumbleft  on  my  counfel  ? 
,    Rom.  By  a  name 

I  know  not  how  to  tell  thee  who  I  am  : 
My^name^  dear  faint,  is  hateful  to  myfelf, 
Becaufe  it  is  an  enemy  to  thee ; 
Ilad  I  it  written,  I  would  tear  the  word. 

Jul.  My  ears  have  yef  not  drunk  a  hundred  words 
Of  that  tongue's  uttering,  yet  I  know  the  found; 

■  Thiu  art  thyfelf^  though  not  a  Montague^  u  e,  you  would 
be  juil  what  you  are,  although  you  were  not  of  the  Houfe  of 
Montague.     War  bur  ton. 

I  think  the  true  reading  is. 

Thou  art  thyfelf,  then  not  a  Montague, 
Thou  w  a  beiiig  of  peculiar  excellence,  and  haft  none  of  the 
malignity  of  the   family  from  which  thou    haft   thy   name,— • 
Jlaamer  reads : 

Thou  r't  not />^,yfo,  ^^^ag'^  a  Montague.     Jqhnson, 

This  line  i^  wanting  in  the  elder  quarto;  all  the  other  ^di* 
tlons  concur  in  one  reading.  I  think  the  pailage  will  fupporc 
Dr.  Johnfon's  fenfe  without  his  propofed  alteration.  Thou  art 
thyfelf  (i.  e.  a  being  of  diftinguifhed  excellence)  though  thou 
prt  not  what  thou  appeareft  (o  ptbers,  akin  to  thy  family  in  ma« 
lice.     Steevbns. 

*  T^c  <f//  wj/<rj^]    The  elder  [quarto  [reads,  Take  aU  I  have, 

^TEEYENS. 
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Art  thou  not  Romieo,  and  a  Montague  } 
.  Rom.  Neither,  fair  faint,  if  either  thee  diflike, 

JuL  How  cam'fl  thou  hither,  tell  me  ?  and  where* 
fore? 
The  orchard- walh  are  high,  and  hard  to  climh; 
And  the  place  death,  confidering  who  thou  art. 
If  any  of  my  kinfmen  find  thee  here. 

Rm.  With  love's  light  wings  did  I  o'er-perch  thelb 
walls ; 
For  ftony  limits  cannot  hold  love  out : 
And  what  love  can  do,  that  dares  love  attempt;. 
Therefore  thy  kinfmen  are  no  ftc^  to  me. 

Jul.  If  they  do  fee  thee,  they  will  murder  thee. 

Rom.  Alack  !  there  lies  more  peril  in  thine  eye. 
Than  twenty  of  their  fwords  'j  look  thoui)Ut  fweet. 
And  I  am  progf  againft  their  enmity. 

JuL  I  would  not  for  the  world,  tlu^y  faw  thee  here. 

Rom.  I  have  night's  cloak  to  hide  me  fnnn  their 
fight; 
And,  but  thou  love  me,  let  them  find  me  here  ; 
My  life  were  better  ended  by  thcif  hate. 
Than  death  prorogued  %  wanting  of  thy  love. 

^ul.  By  whofe  direftionfound'ft  thou  out  this  place? 

Rom.  By  love,  who  firil  did  prompt  me  to  enquire; 
He  lent  me  counfel,  and  I  lent  him  eyes. 
I  am  no  pilot ;  yet,  wert  thou  as  far 
As  that  vaft  fhore  walh'd  with  the  fartheft  fea, 
I  would  adventure  for  fuch  merchandife. 

^ul.  Thou  know'fti  the  maik  of  night  is  qn  tny 
face  J 

3    .        tlferg  Ues  more  peril  in  thine  eye^ 
Than  twenfy  of  their  fwords ;  ] 
B.  &  Fletcher  have  copied  this  thought  in  7he  Maid  in  the  MiU: 
*^  The  lady  may  command,  fir ; 
^*  She  bears  an  eye  more  dreadful  than  your  weapon.** 

St££V£NS« 

^  Than  death  prorogued  J     1l^  prorogue  has  not,  in  this  place, 
its  common  fignification,  but  means  to  dtlw.    St££Y£ns. 
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Elfe  would  a  maiden  blufh  bepaint  my  cheek. 
For  that  which  thou  haft  heard  me  fpeak  to-night.^ 
Fain  would  I  dwell  on  form,  fain  fain  deny 
What  I  have  fpoke ;  But  farewel  compliment ! 
,Doft  thou  love  mc  ?  I  know^  thou  wilt  fay*-*Ay  ; . 
And  I  will  ukc  thy  word :  yet,  if  thou  fwear'ft. 
Thou  may'ft  prove  falfe;  at  lovers*  perjuries. 
They  fay,  Jove  laughs^    O,  gentle  Romeo, 
If  thou  doft  love,  pronounce  it  faithfully  : 
Or  if  thou  think'fl  I  am  too  quickly  won, 
Y\\  frown,  and  be.  perverfe,  and  fay  thee  nay, 
So  thou  wilt  woo  5  but,  elfe,  not  for  the  world* 
In  truth,  fair  Montague,  I  am  too  fond  ; 
And  therefore  thou  may'ft  think  my  haviour  light : 
But  truft  me,  gentleman.  Til  prove  more  true. 
Than  thofe  that  have  more  5  cunning  to  be  ftrange.. 
I  fliould  have  been  more  flrange,  I  muft  confeis^ 
But  that  thou  over^heardft,  ere  I  wa<s  ware, 
My  true  love's  paflion :  therefore  pardon  me ; 
And  not  impute  this  yielding  to  light  love. 
Which  the  dark  night  hath  fo  difcovered. 

Rom.  Lady,  by  yonder  bleflcd  moon  I  vow^ 
That  tips  with  iilver  all  thefe  fruit-tree  tops, — 

Jul*  O,  fwear  no;  by  the  moon,  the  inconftant  moon 
That  monthly  changes  in  her  circled  orb. 
Left  that  thy  love  prove  likcwifc  variable. 

Rom*  What  ftall  I  fwear  by  ? 

Jul.  Do  not  fwear  at  all ; 
Or,  if  thou  wilt,  fwear.  by  thy  gracious  felf, 

5  ^^coying  to  hejrangej]  Fpr  coying^  the  modern  editions  have 
cunning,    Johnson.  . 

Cunning  is  the  reading  of  the -elder  quarto,  and  I  have  reftored 
It.  To  coy  is  neveriheicfs  an  old  verb.  So,  in^  If'oman  never 
v^*y,  1632  : 

*«  Love  is  fo  young,  it  c<yi  but  cannot  fpeak.** 
To  heftrange^  is  to  put  on  afte»5ted  coldncfs,  to  appear  (by.     So,  in  - 
Greene's  Ma?niUia^  1 593  :  "  r—  Is  it  tlie  falhion  in  Padua  to  be  {o 
)?r4Aig:<' with  vour  friends  ?"    Steev£Ns%  ... 
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Which  18  the  god  of  my  idolatry. 
And  rU  believe  thee. 
Rom.  If  my  heart's  dear  love— 
Jul.  Well,  do  not  fwear  j  although  I  joy  in  thee,  ^ 
I  have  no  joy  of  this  contraA  to-night : 
It  is  too  rafl),  too  unadvised,  too  fudden ; 
Too  like  the  lightning,  which  doth  ceafe  to  be, 
JEre  one  can  fay— It  lightens  K    y  Sweet,  good  night ! 
This  bud  of  love,  by  fummer's  ripening  breath, 
May  prove  a  beauteous  flower  when  next  we  meet. 
Good  night,  good  night  I  as  fweet  repofe  and  reft 
Come  to  thy  heart,  as  that  within  my  bread ! 
Rom.  O,  wilt  thou  leave  me  fo  unfatisfied  ? 
Jul.  What  fatisfa&ion  canft  thou  have  to-night  ? 
Rom.  The  exchange  of  thy  lovers  faithAil  vow  for 

mine. 
Jul.  I  gave  thee  mine  before  thou  didft  requeft  it[: 
And  yet  I  would  it  were  to  give  again. 
Rom.  Would'ft  thou  withdraw  it  ?  for  what  pur- 

pofe,  love  ? 
Jul.  But  to  be  frank,  and  give  it  thee  again. 
And  yet  I  wifti  but  for  the  thing  I  have : 
My  bounty  is  as  boundlefs  as  the  fea. 
My  love  as  deep ;  the  more  I  give  to  thee. 
The  more  I  have,  for  both  are  infiriite. 
I  hpar  foffie  noife  within ;  Dear  love,  adieu  ! 

[^Nur/e  calls  within. 

^  Era  one  can  Jqy^r-It  lightens.'^  So,  in  the  Mracles  tfMofts^  by 
Prayton ; 

^'  — —  lightning  ccaflefsly  to  burn, 
**  Swifter  than  thought  from  place  to  place  to  pafs, 
**  And  being  gone,  doth  fuddenly  return 
•*  E»re  you  could fiff  frecifify  what  it  *wasJ* 
Tht  fame  thought  ocjcurs  in  xho'Mid/ummer  Night'* s  Dredm. 

Steevens. 
^  Swett^  good  night.']     All  the  intermediate  lines  from  ^^uw/, 
good  nighty  to  Sta»  h^  a  UHk^  Uq.  wt^e  added  ^fter  the   iirll 
copy.    Steevens.        •    "^ 

Anon, 
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Anon,  good  nurfe  !: — Sweet  Montague,  be  true. 
Stay  but  a  little,  I  will  come  again.  \^Exit. 

Ram.  O  blefled  bleffcd  night !  I  am  afcard, 
B^ing  in  night,. all  this  is. but  a  dream. 
Too  flattering-fwect  to  be  fubftantial. 

Re-enter  JulieU  above. 

Julp  Three  words,  dear  Romeo,  and  good  night, 
indeed. 
If  that  thy  bent  of  love  be  honourable, 
T|iy  purpofe  marriage,  fend  me  word  to-morrow. 
By  one  that  I'll  procure  to  come  to  thee, 
Wher©,  and  what  time,  thou  wilt  perform  the  rite ; 
And  all  my  fortunes  at  thy  foot  V\\  lay, 
•And  follow  thee  my  lord  throughout  the  world. 

[tt^ithm:  Madanv 
I  come,  anon : — ^But  if  thou  mean'ft  not  well,. 
I  do  befecch  lYitti^^fFitbin :  Madam,]  By  and  by, 

I  CQme  ;-^ 
To  ceafe  thy  fuit,  and  leave  me  to  my  grief ;, 
To-morrow  will  I  fend. 
Rom.  So  thrive  my  foul,-^ 
Jul.  A  thoufand  times  good  night  I  [^Exit. 

Rom.  A  thoufand  times  the  worfe,  to  want  thy 
light. — 
Love  goes  toward  love,  as  fchool-boys  from  their 

books ; 
But  love  froni  love,  towards  fchool  with  heavy  looks. 

Re-enter  Juliet  again^  above. 

Jul^  Hid !  Romeo,  hid! — ^0,for  a  faulconer's  voice^ 
'  To  lure  this  taflfel-gentle  back  again  ! 

Bondage 

•  To  lure  this  iajjil-gentk  hack  ^atft/]  The  taffel  or  tiercel  {for 
fo  it  fhould  be  fpek)  is  the  male  of  the  gofibawk;  io  called,  becauf^ 
it  13  a  tierce  or  f bird  led  than  the  female.    This  is  equally  true  of 

all 
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Bondage  is  hoarfe,  and  may  not  fpcak  aloud  5 
Elfe  would  I  tear  the  cave  where  echo  lies, 
And  make  her  airy  tongue  more  hoarfe  than  mirtc 
With  repetition  dt  my  Romeo's  name. 

Rom.  It  is  rhy  fotil,  that  calls  upon  my  name :    ' 
How  filver-fweet  found  lovers*  tongues  by  night. 
Like  fofteft  mufic  to  attending  ears ! 

Jul.  Romeo! 

Rom.  My  fweet  ?     ' 

Jul.  At  what  o'clock  ^to-moj-row 
Skil  1  fend  to  thee  ? 

Rom.  By  the  hour  of  nine. 

Jul.  1  will  not  fail;  'tis  twenty  yfcars  'till  then. 
I  have  forgot  why  I  ^id  call  thee  back* 

Rom.  Let  me  ftand  here  'till  thoii  remember  it.. 

Jul.  I  fhall  forget,  to  have  thee  ftill  ftand  there, 
Rcmemb'ring  how  I  love  thy  company; 

kom.  And  Til  ftill  ftay,  to  have  thee  ftill  forget. 
Forgetting  any  other  home  but  this. 

Jul.  'Tis  almoft  morning,  I  would  have  thee  gone:- 
And  yet  no  further  than  a  wanton's  bird  ; 
Who  lets  it  hop  a  little  from  her  hand, 
Like  a  poor  prifoner  in  his  twitted  gyves, 
And  with  a  (ilk  thread  plucks  it  back  again. 
So  loving-jealous  of  his  liberty. 

aM  birds  of  prey.  In  the  Booke  rfFtdcouiyt^  by  George  Tarbcrvile, 
gent,  printed  in  157^9  I  find  a  whole  chapter  pn  iht  falcon-genikf 
See.     So,  in  The  GuardiuTt^  by  Maffinwjr,  ^ 

**•—— then  for  an  evening  flight 

**  A  tiercel-gentle.^ 
Taylor  the  water  poet  vifes  the  fame  expreffion>  **  — -  By  cafting 
"  out  the  lure,  Ihe  makes  the  tajpl-gentk  come  to  her  ^{i."^ 
Again,  in  Spenfer's  Faeiy  ^en^  b.  3.  c.  4. 

"  Having  far  off  efpyde  a  tajel-^ent^ 

«  Which  after  her  hie  nimble  wings  doth  ftrai^ie." 
Agaiuj  in  Decker's  Match  me  in  London,  1631 : « 

*•  Your  taJfeUgentk^  (he^s  lur*d  off  and  gone.*' 
This  fpecies  ot  hawk  had  the  epithet  of  gentle  annexed  to  ir^ 
from  the  cafe  with  which  it  was  tamed,  and  its  attachment  to 
nan. .  Steetevs* 

Rom. 
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Rom.  I  would,  I  wcte  thy  bird. 

Jul.  Sweet,  fo  would  I ; 
Yec  I  ihould  kill  thee  with  much  cherifhing. 
Good  night,  good  night !  parting  is  fuch  fweet  Ibrrow, 
TJiat  I  Ihall  fay— good  night,  'till  it  be  morrow. 

lExiU 

Rom.  Sleep  dwell  upon  thbe  eyes,  peace  in  thy 
breaft ! — 
•Would  I  were  fleep  and  peace,  fo  fweet  to  reft! 
Hence  will  I  to  my  ghoftly  father's  cell  i 
His  help  to  crave,  and  my  dear  hap  to  tell.      [Exit^ 

S    C    E    N    E     m. 

A  MONASTERT. 

Enter  friar  Lawrence^  with  a  laJktU 

Fri.  9  The  grey-ey'd  morn  fmiles  on  the  frowning 
night,  . 
Checkering  the  eaftern  clouds  with  ftreaks  of  light  i 
And  flecked  darknefs '  like  a  drunkard  reels 

'  The  gre^'f/d  mom^  &c.]    Thefe  four  firft  lines  arc  here  re* 
placed,  conformaUe  to  the  firft  edition,  where  fuch  a  defcription  is 
much  more  proper  than  in  the  mouth  of  Romeo  juft  before,  whea  * 
he  was  full  of  nothing  but  the  thoughts  of  his  miftrefs.    Pope. 

In  the  folio  theie  lines  are  print^  twice  over,  and  given  twice 
to  Romeo,  and  once  to  the  frier,    Johns  oir. 

The  fame  miikake  has  likewife  happened  in  the  quartos,  15999 
i6o9»  and  1637.    Steevens. 

*  .<4W  flecked  iarkneft\  FUchd  is  fpotted,  dappled,  fireak*d,  or 
variegated.  In  this  fenie  it  is  ufed  by  Churchyard,  in  his  Le* 
^  rf  TJ!>0.  Mnuhay  Dkke  ^Norfolk.  Mowbray,  fp^mg  of  thcf 
Germans*  fays: 

*^  All  jagged  and  frounced,  with  divers  colours  deckM# 
**  They  fwear,  they  curfc,  and  drink  till  they  htfiecltd? 
Lord  Surrey  ufes  the  fame  word  in  .his  tranflation  of  the  4tb 
.£neid: 

<*  Her  quivering  cheekes^^^J  with  deadly  flaine.^ 
The  fame  image  occurs  in  Mttch  tuh  ahout  mthing^  a£t«  <•  fc.  }• 

«*  Da^ki  thedrowfy  eaft  withfpots  of  grey.**  Steevens^ 

Frocn 
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Frorii  forth  day's  path-way,  made  by  Titan's  wheels : 

Now  ere  the  fun  advance  his  burning  eye. 

The  day  to  chear,  and  night's  dank  dew  to  dry, 

1  mud  up-fiU  this  ofier  cage  of  ours  ^ 

With  baleful  weeds,  and  precious-juiced  flowers. 

3  The  earth,  that's  nature's  mother,  is  her  tomb ; 

What  is  her  burying  grave,  that  is  her  womb : 

And  from  her  womb  children  of  divers  kind 

We  fucking  on  her  natural  bofom  find  s 

Many  for  many  virtues  excellent. 

None  but  for  ibme,  and  yet  all  different. 

0,  mickle  is  the  ^  powernil  grace,  that  lies 

In  plants,  herbs,  ftones,  and  their  true  qualities : 

For  nought  fo  vile  that  on  the  earth  doth  live  ^, 

But  to  the  earth  fome  fpecial  good  doth  give ; 

Nor  ought  fo  good,  but,  ftrain'd  from  that  fair  ufe, 

Revolts  from  true  birth,  ftumbling  on  abufe : 

Virtue  itfelf  turns  vice,  being  mifapplied  ; 

And  vice  fometime's  by  aftion  dignity'd. 

Within  the  bfant  rind  of  this  fmall  flower 

Poifon  hath  refidencc,  and  med'cine  power : 

For  this,  being  fmelt,  with  that  part  chears  each  part ; 

*  /  mufi  up'Jill  this  czier  cage  if  ciors^  &c«]    So^  in  the  1 3th  (bng 

of  Drayton's  Pofydhiwis 

**  Hi$  happv  time  he  fpends  the  works  of  God  to  fee, 
**  In  thofe  io  fundry  herbs  which  there  in  plenty  grow, 
^'  Whofe  fundry  ftrang^  efiedts  he  only  feeks  to  know. 
*^  And  in  a  little  nuutndf  being  made  of  oniers  fmall, 
*'  Which  ferreth  him  to  do  full  many  a  thing  withal, 
<'  He  very  choicely  forts  his  fimples  got  abroad**' 

Drayton  it  (peaking  of  a  hermit.    Stbey e  n  s  • 

*  The  tartki  thaCs  natures  mother^  is  btr  tomb  j] 

^  Ommparena,  eadem  lerum  commune  fepulchrum.'' 

LMqretius* 
^^  The  womb  of  nature,  and  perhaps  her  grave.''    Mihon^ 

.    Steevens. 

♦  ^*^  fcMeffid gruu^  Efficacious  tircue.    Johnsok. 

'  For  nought  Jo  viU  that  on  the  earth  Joth  /r«#r]     The  quarto, 
2597,  t-eads: 

.  For  nought  b  vile  tha(  vile  on  earth  doth  live.    Stse yens. 

Bein^ 
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Being  taftcd,  flays  all  fcnfes  with  the  heart. 
*  Two  fuch  oppofcd  foes  encamp  them  ftill 
In  man  as  well  as  herbs,  grace^  and  rude  willj 
And,  where  the  worfer  is  predominant. 
Full  fopti  the  canker  death  eats  up  that  plant* 

Enter  Romeo* 

Jtom.  Good  morrow,  father  i 

Fri.  Benedicite!  ' 

What  early  tongue  fo  fweet  faluteth  me  ?— ^  ^ 

Young  fon,  it  argues  a  xiiftemper'd  head, 
So  foon  to  bid  good  morrow  to  thy  bed  : 
Care  keeps  his  watch  in  every  old  man's  eye^ 
And  where  care  lodges,  fleep  will  never  lie ; 
7  But  where  unbruifed  youth  with  unftuft  brain 
Doth  couch  his  limbs,  there  golden  (leep  doth  reigns' 
Therefore  thy  earlinefs  doth  me  aflure. 
Thou  art  up-rouz*d  by  fome  dlftempVature  ;. 
Or  if  not  fo,  then  here  I  hit  it  right—. 
Our  Romeo  hath  not  been  in  bed  to-night* 

Rom.  That  lafl:  is  true,  the  fweeter  refl  was  mine# 

Fri.  God  pardon  fin  !  waft  thou  with  Rofaline  i 

*  Twd  fuch  oppofeJ  FOES—]  This  is  fl  moderii  (bphiflicatiom 
The  old  books  have  it  offojed  kings.  So  that  it  app^rs,  Shake- 
ipeare  wrote,  Twojucb  cfpofed  kik«  Why  he  calls  them  hn  wa^ 
becaufe  they  were  qualities  reMng  in  one  and  the  fame  fubfiance. 
And  as  the  enmity  of  oppofed  hn  generally  rifes  higher  than  that 
between  (hangers,  this  circumflance  adds  a  beauty  to  the  expref^ 
fion.    War^urton. 

Foes  may  be  the  right  reading,  or  hngs^  but  J  think -^mt  offl 
hardly  be  admitted.  Two  kings  are  two  oppoiite  f»owtrs%  two  con- 
tending ^/Atr/zi/^'jy  in  both  the  natural  and  moral  workL  The  word 
encamp  is  proper  to  commanders,    Johnson* 

Foes  is  the  reading  of  the  oldefl:  copy ;  lungs  of  thdt  in  i6o9« 

St££V£NS« 

'  "^witb  unfiufi  hrain  &c«]    The  copy,  1597,  reads  2 
«c  I  with  unftufTd  brains 

*^  Doth  couch  his  limmes,  there  golden  fleep  remunes.* 

Stekven^. 

Rom 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ROMEO  AKD  JULIET.         65 

.    Rom.  With  Rofotine^  my  ghofliy  father  ?  no ; 
i  h^ve  forgoc  chat  name,  and  thar  name's  wee. 

Fri.  Thai's,  my  good  Ibn ;  But  where  haft  thou 
beep  then?  ^  /    ' 

Rom.  ril  teirthee,  er^  thou'afk  it  me  again* 
I  have  been  feafting  with  mii)C  enemy  1 
Where^  on  a  fudd^n,  one  hath,  wounded  me^    - 
ghat's  by  me  wounde4;  botb^Hir  remedies 
Within  thy  help  and  holy  phyfick  lie?  i 
I  bear  .^o  hatred,  bleiffd  p^n  $  for,  lo^ 
My  interceffion  likewife  fteads  0y  foe. 

Fri.  Be  plain,  good  fon,.and  homely  in  thy  drift; 
RiddKng  confeffion  finds  biK  riddling  (briftf 
'  Rom.  Then  pkiinly  know,  my  heart's  dear  love  fe 
fet  \        .  ' 

On  the  fair  dajjghter  of  r}ch  CapuJet  t  .    r 

As  mine  qn  hers,  fo  hers  is  fet  op  mine ; 
And  all  cpmbin*d,  fave  what  thou  muft  combine 
By  holy  marmge :  When,  ^nd  where,  and  how. 
We  uiet,  we  woo'd,  and  made  exchange  pf  vow, 
rU  tell  thee  as  we  pafs ;  but  this  I  pray. 
That  thou  cpnfent  to  fnarry  u%  this  day, 

Fri.  Holy  faint  Francis !  what  a  change  is  here  I 
Is  Rofaline^  whom  thou  didil  love  fo  dear, 
So  foon  forfaken  ?  young  mcn*s  love  then  lies 
Not  truly  In  their  hearts,  but  in  their  eyes. 
•Holy  f»int  Frapcfs  1  what  4  d^al  of  JDrinc 
Hath  wafti'd  thy  fallow  cheeks  for  Rofaline  I 
How  much  fak  water  thfown  away  in  wafte, 
^T^  feafon  loKe„  that  of  it  doth  not  tafte  1 
The  fun  not  yet  thy  fighs  from  heaven  clears, 
Thy  old  gro^s  ring  yet  in  my  ancient  ears  j 
JLo,  herp  upon  thy  K:hcek  the  ftain  dpth  fit 
Of  an  old  te^r,  th^i  is  not  wa/h'd  off  yet : 
If  e*cr  thou  waft  thyfelf,  ;ind  thefe  woes  thine, 
Thou  and  ^hefe  woe^  were  all  for  Rofaline  ^ 

^  ILfljf  Samt  Fraucis /]    Old  cqpy,  7c^  Maria  f    StS£V£N8^ 
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And  aft  thou  ehang'd  ?  pronourtcc  this  ftritcrice  then—' 
Women  may  fall,  when  thcfe*s  no  ftrength  to  mcrt. 

kom.  Thou  chldd?ft  me  oft  for  loving  R6ti\\M. 

Fri.  For  doacing,  not  fpr  loving,  pUpil  mine^ 

Rom.  And  bad'ft  n^i^  bury  lo^e. 

Fri.  Not  in  a  grav^. 
To  lay  orte  in^  another  out  to  haver 

Rom.  I  pray  thcc,  chide  not :  Ihe,  ^hom  I  lover 
now, 
Doth  grace  for  grace,  and  fove  for  lot<<  ilto*^  ; 
The  other  did  not  fo* 

JFrL  O,  fhe  knew  welly 
Thy  lov9  did  read  by  fo*e,  and  cotrld  riot  fpelfc      . 
But  come,  young  waverer,  come  go  with  ftie/  ' 
In  one  refpeft  Til  thy  afliftant  be ; 
For  this  alhance  may  fo  happy  prove, 
To  turn  your  houlholds*  rancour  to  pure  love^, 

Rt)m/Oj  let  us  hence ;  I  ftand  on  fuddfen- hafte. 

Fri.  Wifely,  and  flow ;  They  ftumbte,  that  run  ftlL 

S    e    E    N    E        IT. 

Tbe    STREET. 
Enter  Benvdlio^  ^  and  Mercutio.^ 

Mer.  Where  the  devil  (hould  this  Romeo  be  ?— » 
Came  he  not  home  to-night  ? 

Ben.  Not  to  his  father's  ;  1  fpoke  with  his  man. 

JAer.  Why,  that  fame  pale  hard-hearted  wench^ 
that  Rbfalkie, 
Torments  him  fo,  that  be  will  fure  run  mad. 

Ben.  Tybalt,  the  kinfman  of  old  Capulct, 
Hath  fcnt  a  letter  to  his  father's  houfe. 

Mer:  A  challenge,  on  my  life^ 

9  The  two  follow  ing  lines  were  a<Wed  fmce  the  firft  aopy  »f  thlit 
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/  iifi.  Romeo  i*i!i  anrWtf  it. 

Mef.  Anf  rfian^  that  cari  write,,  tnay  aiifwcr  i 
ictten  .L, 

itn.  Niy,  he  wm  anrwcr  the  letter's  mafteVi  how 
be  dares^  bfeirtg  a^rM. 

Mr.  Alas/poorRohieo,  heJsaltcadvdead!  ftabb*d 
Vuh  a  white  weirch's  bhrck  eye,  (hot  thorough  the  ear 
with  a  Ibve-fo^g  •,  the  very  pin  of  his  heart  cleft  with 
flic  bKnd  bow-bofy^i  bat-fhaftj  And  is  he  a  man  to 
tocoontef  Tj^ltolt  ? 

Ben.  Yfhfi  what  H  Tybah  ? 

Mer.  '  More  than  pritifce  of  cats,  I  can  ttll  yoa; 
O,  he  is  the  *  courageous  captain  of  compliments  : 
he  fights  as  yod  fing  prick-fong,  keeps  time,  diftance% 
ind  propoi'tfoh  j  he  refts  his  minim,  one,  two,  arid  the 
third  in  your  bofom :  the  very  butcher  of  a  (ilk  button4,. 
a  ducUift,  a  duellift ;  «  a  gentleman  of  the  very  firft 

'  hdufe ; 

*  More  than  priuce  of  caU^ — ]  .  Tylert;  thft  tiamc  given  t%  the 
CflOf,  in  tbe  ftory-book  of  Reynard  the  Fox.     WarbUrton; 

So,  in  Decker'* s  Satiro?naftix  : 

**  —  tho'  you  wfere  tyheri^  the  lQng-taiI*d  prince  of  Rats/' 
Again,  in  Hofve  ^iihyoh  to  Saffian  WaUeuy  &c.   \ 598 : 

**  -^  not  Tihault  prince  of  Cat$y  &c."    St  e e  v  E  N  s .' 

*  '•^courageous  captdin  of  compUmcnti  {\  A.  complete  mi  Her  of 
sll  the  lay^s  of  ceremonyi  the  principal  man  in  the  do<5i:riQ^  of 
punftilio. 

*'  A  tnan  of  compliments  ^  whom  right  and  wrong 

"  Have  chofe  as  umpire ;" 
.fays  our  author  of  Don  ArmaJo,  the  Spianiard,  in  Lbve^s  Lahour*s 
Lofi,    Johnson. 

3  — i  keeps  timey  difiance^  and  proportions^    So  Jonfofis  Bohadll: 

**  Note  your  dlflance^  keep  your  ^\iq proportion  oftlmei** 

STEEVENtf. 

4  .^  the  very  butcher  &f  d  fUk  button^     So,  in  th'e  Return  from  . 
farnajhs : 

*'  Strikes  his  p'oinadoat  a  Itlttot^s  breadth.'*      Steevens." 

'  A' gentleman  &f  the  very  firfl  houfe  \^^ofthefirfl  and  fecofid  cauje :'[ 

i.  c.  one  who  pretends  to  b^  at  tiie  head  ot  his  family,  and  quar- 

^^ds  by  the  book.    See  a  note  on  -^i  you  Hke  it.  Aft  5.  Sc.  6« 

War.burton. 

T)b«it  cannot  pretend  to  be  at  the  head  of  hla  family,  as  bo^h 

f  z  ^     . 


Digitized  by 


Google 


68         ROMEO  Avif  J  U  L  I  E  t. 

houie  ;-^of  the  firft:  and  fecond  caufe :  Ah,  cbs  iai^ 
,mortal  paffado !  the  punto  rcverfo  !  ^  the  hay  !— — 

Ben.  The  what  ? 

Men  The  pox  of  fuch  antick^  Hrping,  aSedling 
fantafticocs  7 ;    thefe  new  tuners  of  accents  !-r—jB^ 

a  very,  good  blade  !~^a  very  tall  man  I — — 

a  very  good  whore! ^  Why,  is   not   this  a  lar 

mentable  thing,  grandfire,  that  we  (hould  be  thus 
afflifted  with  thefe  ftrange  Bies,  thefe  fa{hion*mongers<» 
9  thefe  Pardonnez-moy^s,  who  ftand  fb  much  on  the 
new  form^  that  they  cannot  Gt  at  eafe  on  the  old 
bench  ?  »  O,  their  bon^s^  their  bon^s  I 

Enter 

'Capulct  and  Romeo  barrM  his  claim  to  that  deration.  "  A  gen* 
tlemati  of  x\it  firfi  boufe;^-^oi  the  firft  zmA  fecond  caufe ^  \%  a 
gentleman  of  the  firft  rank,  of  the  firfi  eminence  among  thefe  duel- 
liih;  and  one  who  underllands  the  whole  fcience  of  quarrelling^ 
and  will  tell  you  of  xkit  firft  caufe^  and  ^^  fecond  caufe^  for  which  a 
man  is  to  fight.— The  Clvwn^  in  As  you  like  it^  talks  of  the  Jhventh 
caufe  in  the  fame  fenfe.    Stee vem  s . 

<*  — A/^^  bayl\  All  the  terms  of  the  modern  fencing-fchoql. 
were  originally  Italian  ;  the  rapier,  or  fmall  thrufting  fword,  being 
firft  ufed  in  Italy.  The  hq^  is  the  word  hai^  you  ha*ue  it,  ufed 
when  a  thfuft  reaches  the  antagonift,  from  which  our  fencere,  on 
the  fame  occalion,  without  knowing,  I  fuppofe,  any  rcafon  for  It, 
ct  y  our,  ha  I    Jo  h n 3  o  n. 

^  —  affcHing  fantqftico€sJ\  Thus  the  old  copies,  and  rightly. 
-The  modern  editors  read,  pbantafies.  Nafli,  in  nis  Have  *ivithjou 
to  Saffron  tFalden^  ^SQ^t  ^^y^ — •'Follow  fbme  pf  thefe  ncvr^ 
tangled  Galiardo's  and  Signor  Fantaftico's,"  &c.  Again,  in  DeckerV 
Comedy  of  Old  Fort^unatusy  i6oo :  —  '*  I  have  dancM  with  queenf, 
dallied  with  ladies,  worn  ftrange  attires,  fecn  ^^/^^/Vi^V,  conversed 
with  huraorifts,*'  &c,    Steevens. 

*  W^hy\  is  not  ibis  a  lamentable  things  grandfire^  HunK)urou(ly 
apoftrophinug  his  anceftors,  whofe  ibber  times  were  unacquainted 
with  the  fopperic3  here  complained  ofl     Warrurton. 

*  — thfe  panionnez-roois,]  Pardonnrz-moi  became  the  lan- 
guage of  doubt  or  hefitation  among  men  of  the  fword,  when  the 
pt)int  of  honour  was  gro\im  fo  delicate,  that  no  other  modeof  con* 
tradi«.^ion  would  be  endured.    John'son*. 

*  O,  their  bone?,  thrir  bones!]     Mercutio  is  here  ridiculing 
'  tbp^  tVeachificd  faxitaftical  co^cconibs  whom  ho  calls  fardonnevs,^ 
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ROMEO   AND  JULIET.        6^ 

Enter  Romeo. 
Ben.  Here  comes  Ronfieo,  here  comes  Romeo. 
Mer.  Without  his  roe,  like  a  dried  herring : — ^O 
flelh,  flcfli,  how  art  thou  fiihified ! — Now  is  he  for  the 
numbers  that  Petrarch  flowed  in  :  Laura,  to  his  lady, 
was  but  a  kitchen-wench  ; — marry,  jhe  had  a  better 
love  to  be-rhyme  her:    Dido,  a  dowdy;  Gleopatrii, 
a  gipfy;*.  Helen   and  Hero,   hildings  ^nd  harlots  j 
Thifbe,  a  grey  eye  or  fo,  but  not  to  the  purpofe, — 
Signior  Romeo,  bonjour!  there's  a  French  falutation 
to  your  French  flop  ».     You  gave  us  the  counterfeit 
xfairly  laft  ni^t, 

Rotn^  .Good  inorrow  to  you  both.     What  counter- 
feit ^  did  I  give  you  ?, 
Mer.  The  flip,  fir,  the  flip ;  Can  you  not  conceive? 

Rom. 
ptofs  :  and  therefore,  I  fufpciSt  here  he  meant  to  write  French  too, 

O,  their  Ifoa^s  f  their  ^<?a'j  /  / 

1,  e.  how  ridiculous  they  make  themfelves  in  crying  out  gooJ^  and 
being  in  ecftafies  with  every  trifle  j  as  he  bad  jufl  defcribed  them 
"before* 

«  a  very  good  blade  !**  &cc.    Thkob.  ' 

They  Hand  fo  much  on  the  nevjform^  that  they  cannot  (it  at  eafe 
on  the  oUhench.^^\  This  conceit  is  loft,  if  the  double  meaning  of 
the  word  form  be  not  attended  to.     Farmer. 

A  quibble  on  the  two  meanings  of  the  word  form  occurs  in 
hyves  Labour* s  Loft^  A\9t.  I.  Sc.  i:  —  fitting  with  her  on  the 
fgrm^  and  taken  following  her  into  the  park;  which,  put  together, 
is,  in  manner  znd  firm  tollowing.*'     Steevens. 

*  Tour  French  flop. '\  Slops  are  large  loofe  breeches  or  trofwjers 
worn  at  prefent  only  by  faiiors.  They  are  mentioned  by  Jonfon 
in  his  Alchymifl: 

"  —— fix  great  7^(7/ J 
**  Bigger  than  three  Butch  hoys^^ 
Again,  in  Ram-alky^  or  j\Ierry  Tricks,  i6i  i : 
"  —  three  pounds  in  gold 
**  Thefe^/i  contain*"  Steevens. 

Hence  evidently  the  xtxmflopfelkr  for  the  venders  of  ready-made 
0oaths.    Nichols. 

3  What  counterfeit,  &c.  I 

Mer.  The  flip,  the  flip,  Jir ;]  To  underftand  this  play  upon 
the  words  counterfeit  Siwd Jlip^  it  ihould  be  obferved  that  in,  our  Au- 
thor's time  there  was  a  counterfeit  piece  of  money  diflinguiihed  by 
^he  name  of  ajlip.  This  will  appear  in  the  following  inllances  : 
**  And  therefore  he  went  and  got  him  certain7?/^j,  which  are 
Vol.  X,  F3  ^^  counterjeii 
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70         ROMEO  AKD  JULIET. 

Rom.  Pardon,  good  Mercutio,  my  bufinefs  was 
great ;  and,  in  fuch  a  cafe  as  mine,  a  man  may  ftrain 
courtei'y, 

Mer.  That's  as  much  as  to  fay — fuch  a  cafe  as 
yours  conftrains  a  man  to  bow  in  the  hams. 

Rem.  Meaning — tocurtTy. 

Mer.  Thou  haft  moft  kindly  hit  it. 

Rom.  A  moft  courteous  expofition. 

Mer.  Nay,  I  am  the  very  pink  of  courtefy. 

Rom.  Pink  for  flower. 

Mer.  Right. 

Rom.  Why,  '  then  is  my  pump  well  flowered. 

Mer.  Well  faid :  follow  me  this  jeft  no\V,  *till  thou 
haft  worn  out  thy  pump ;  that,  when  the  finglc  folc  of 
it  is  worn,  the  jeft  may.  remain,  after  the  wearing, 
folely  Angular, 

Rom.  O  fingle-ford  jeft,  folely  Angular  foF  the 
finglenefs ! 

Mer.  Come  between  us,  good  Benvolio ;  my  wit 
faints. 

Rom.  Switch  and  fpurs,  fwitcrh  and  fpurs ;  or  Til 
cry  a  match. 

Mer.  Nay,  if  thy  wits  run  the  wild- goofe  chafe,  I 

am  done  j  for  thou  haft  more  of  the  wild-goofe  in  one 

**  coimtetfiit  pieces  of  money,  being  brafle,  and  covered  over  with 
"  filver,  which  the  common  people  call  ^(lips^*  Thieves  falling 
outy  True  men  come  hy  their  goods ;  by  Robert  Greene. 

Again,  "  I  had  like  t'have  been 

*'  Abus'd  i'the  bufinefs,  had  rhe^/^flur'd  on  me, 

"  \  counterfeit P         Magnetick  Lad^^  A.  3.  S.  6.        Reed. 

The  flip  is  again  ufed  equivocally  in  No  Wit  like  a  Woman' Sy  a 

comedy,  by  Middleton,  1657:     Chywn.  '*  Becaufe  you  (hall  be 

fure  on*t,  you  have  given  me  a  nine  fence  here,  and  I'll  give  you  the 

Jlip^oxn.  [Exit.  Malone, 

5  —  then  is  t?^  pump  well  ^o-zver^J,]  Here  is  a  vein  of  wit  too 
ihin  to  be  cafily  tbund.  The  fiindamcntal  idea  is,  that  Romeo  wore 
pinked piwnpsy  that  is,  punched  with  holes  in  figuresr    Johnson, 

See  the  (hoes  of  the  morris-dancers  in  the  plate  at  the  conclulion  of 
thft  firft  part  of  K.  Henry  IV,  with  Mr.  Toilet's  remarks  annexed  to  it.- 

It  was  the  cuftom  to  wear  ribbons  in  the  Ihoes  formed  into  the 
(hapc  of  rofcs,  or  of  any  othei-  flowers.  So  Middleton,  in  the 
Majijue^  by  the  Gent,  or  Giay's-Inn,  161 4:  "  Every  ma(ker*s 
pump  WW  faftcxi'd  with  ^fovier  fuitable  to  his  cap,"    Stee yens. 

of 
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K  O  M  E  O  AND  J  U  LIE  1\         71 

rf  thy  wrtSf  thap,  I  am  fure,J[  have  in  my  whqlc 
fiv?  :  \!/»5  I  with  you  there  for  the  goofe  ? : 

Rom.  Thou  wall  never  with  me  for  any  thing, 
^hw  tbpu  waft  not  there  for  the  gpofe. 

A&r.  4 1  will  bite  thee  by  the  ear  for  .that  jcft. 

Rom*  Nay,  good  gQofe,  bite  not  5,  . 

M^r.  Thy  wit  is  ^  a  very  hitter  fwec^ng ;  it  is  ^ 
moft  (harp  {^\Acp. . 

Rom.  And  Is  it  not  well  ferv'4  in  to  a  fwject  goofe  ? 

Mer.  O,  here's  ^  a  wit  of  chevcrcl,  that  ft^ctches 
from  an  inch  parr^w  :to  an  ^U  tjroad ! 

♦  I  wilt  hke  thine  eoT'-'r-^l  So  Sir  Epicure  Mammon  to  Face 
in  Jonfon's  jfkhymifi* 

*.*  Skv«,  I  could  hite  thine  ear!*    Steevens. 
^  "^Goad  gop/e^  bke  not^']   Is  a  proverbial  ezprelIion»  to  be  found 
in  Ray*s  Couedion ;  and  is   ufed  in  The  ^wo  Angry  Women  rf 
Abingtou^  1^99-     Steevens. 

•  "^a'ueiy  hitter -fiueeting'f]  AhiXXcr  Jweethg^  is  an  apple  of 
that  name.     So,  in  Summers  laft  Will  and  Teftaptent^  i6oq: 

•*  -^  as  well  crabs  as  fweetings  for  his  fummer  fruits.** 
Again,  in:FMrE>it^  1631: 

•*  —  what,  in  difpleafure  gone ! 

And  left  me  fuch  a  ^i//tfryW^#  to  gnaw  upon  r"* 
Agdn,  in  Gojfer,  Pe-Conftffione  Amantuy  lib.  .3.  to).  174.  b: 

*'  For  all  fuch  tyn^e  of  love  is  lore, 

**  And  like  unto  the  hitter  fwete 

**  For  though  it  thinke  a  man.fyrft  fu-ctc 

*'  He  (hall  .Well  felen  at  lafte 

«*  That  it  is  fower,  &cf * 
An  allufion  to  fruit  remains  uaexplgined  in  Ben  Jopfbit's  Barthor 
Imevu  Fair^  A<^  i  * 

"  A  foft  velvet  head  like  a  Mellicottot^!* 
4. >e.  a  Malacotpn^  a  fpecies  of  peach,  at  that  time  newly  imported 
froth  France .    ^S t  e  e.v  e  n, s  • 
f  _  tf  w/V  vf  c/jC'verelj]     Cfxverel  is  foft  leather  for  gloves. 

JOHNSO-N. 

So,  in  the  T^voo  Maids  of  More-clacke^  1609 : 

**  Drawing  on  love's  white  h^d  a  glove  of  warmth, 
"  Not  cheveril  ftrctching  to  fuch  propbanation.** 
Jxom  C/jevreau^  a  Kid,¥r,    So  agaih,  in  TEXN0rAMI\,  os  The 
ifarriages  rfthe  Arts^  1 6 1 8  : 

**  The quiking  of  Ajax  his  fhjeld  was  but  a  thin  cheverel  co  if." 
F  4  Ai^a  11, 
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•  iJ^iw,  Iftrctch  It  otitfot^that  Vord— broad ;  which' 
added  to  the  goofe^  proVcs  thee  far  and  wide  a  broad 
gobfe. 

Mer.  Why,  is  not  thl3  better  now  than  groaning[ 
for  love  ?  hdW  thou  art  fociable,  now  art  tboU  ^o- 
meo ;  now  art  thou  what  thou  art,  by  art  as  ^ell  aa 
By  naturi :  for  this  drlvding  lo^e  is  like  a  great  na- 
tural, that  runs  lolling  up  and  down  tb  hide  his  bauble; 
in  a  hole  '. 

Beri,  Stop  there,  flop  there. 

Mer.  Thou  dafireft  me  to  Hop  in  itty  tale  againft 
the  hair  9. 

Ben.  Thou  would*ft  elfe  have  made  thy  tale  large. 

Mer*  O,  thoii  art  deceived,  1  would  have  made  i; 
fliort :  for  I  was  come  toj  the  whole  depth  of  njy  tale  j 
and  meant,  indeed,  to  occupy  the  argument  no 
longer.  '  ;>..»-/ 

Rom.  Here's  goodly  geer ! 

Entir  ^'Urfe^  and  Peters 

Mer.  A  fail,  a  fail,  a  fail  \ 

B^nu  Twoj  two  5  a  (hirt,  and  ^  fmock^ 

Again,  iii  Jthe  Cohjer^s  Prophecy^  i  ^9^1 : 

"  T<J  day  in  pumps  and  c^tf^fr/Vgloyt^  (o  Walk  fjie  will  be  bold.*** 
Agaiii,  in  7&<r  Ow/,  by  Drayton : 

*t  A  cheverell  confcience,  and  ^  (bai^cliing  wit.'*    Steeven^, 
Cheveril  is  trbm  Chcvreuil^  Rbebiickl     Mu s  grave.  [* 

•  '- —  ta  hide  his  bauble  in  a  hok."]  It  has  been  already  obferved 
by  S»K  7'  Hawkins^  In  a  note  oti  'Alt*s  IPetl^  ^c.  that  a  hauhle  was 
bne  of  the  accoutrements  of  a  licenfed  fool  or  jeftcr.  So  agiain,  m 
Sir  ^  />!  4venant\s  Alhovtne^  1 629 :  *•  Fof  fucH  rich  widows  there, 
iove  court  fools ^  aftd  (ife  td  play  with  their  haulm's.** 

Again,  in  The  longer  thuu  lyucft^  tlse  greater  Fool  thou  art^  157^  5 

**  And  as  ftarfc  an  idiot  as  ever  bare  ^fl^/p.'*  ^^       - 

Sec  the  plate  at  the  end  of  JT. //<?»(>»  IV.  P.  i,  with  l^r.  Toilet's 
obfei  vations  on  it.     Steevens. 

•  ^-^  againfi  the^  hair.']  A  cdfitreppil :  Fr.  An  expreflion  e<juivalent 
to  one  wbidti  we  now  vife  -^  "^  againft  the  grain,!*    §TEi^yEKf  h 

Nurfi^ 
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ATiwy^,  Pitirf 

Piter*  Anoni 

Hurfe.  My  fan,  Peter  \ 

Mer^  Dot  gqod  Peter^  to  hide  her  fiicf  ^  for  )ie|^' 
fen's  the  fairer  <)f  the  two. 

JViwyjr.  God  ye  good  morrow,  gentlemen* 

Msr.  God  ye  good  den^  *  fair  gent)ei¥00ian. 

Hurjfe.  Is  it  good  den  ? 

Mer.  'Tis  no  lefs,  I  tell  you;  for  the  bawdy  hand  * 
pf  the  dial  is  now  upon  the  prick  of  noon« 

Nurfe.  Out  upon  you !  i^hat  a  man  are  you? 

Rom.  One,  gentlewotnsin,  that  God  hath  made 
lumieif  to  maf , 

Nurfe.  By  my  troth,  it  is  ^ell  faid ;— For  himfelf 
tp  mar,  quoth'a  ?— ^Gentlemeh,  can  any  of  you  tell 
me  where  I  may  find  the  young'  Rtmeo  ? 

fLgm.  lean  tpU  you  i  b\]t  joung  Rameo  will  b^ 
plder  when  you  have  found'  him,  than  he  was  whetj 
you  fought  him :  I  am  the  youngeQ  ^i  that  nam^j 
fpr  faujt  pf  a  \yorre. 
Nurfe*  You  fay  welU 

!  i^  fan^  Peter.']  The  bufineis  ^f  Peter  canying  the  NwJ^f^ 
fa»y  feems  ridiculous  according  to  modern  manners ;  but  I  find  fuch 
was  Fonncrly  the  pradtice.  In  an  old  pamphlet,  called '  ^*  Tig 
^^Servini^nuM*s  drnfott^**  i598»  we  are  informed,  **  The  imt 
^  trefs  muft  have  one  b  carry  her  ctoakc  and  hood,  another  hif 
^/antreJi    Fah^cer.  '     ' 

Agsun,  in  JLo^s  Labours  Lefix 

To  (ee  him  walk  before  a  lady,  ahd  to  h^  hef  fm^ 
Again,  in  Bwety  Wan  out  of  bis  Htmomr:     "  If  any  tady,  &r. 
wants  an  upright  ^entfeman  in  the  nature  of  a  gentleman  uflicr, 
&c«  who  can  hide  his  ficc  wi^h  herfan^  kcJ^    Stes  vfilTt. 

*  Godye  good  deh^}  i-  c,  God  give  you  a  good  even.  The 
firft  of  thefe  contra^iotis  it  common  among  the  ancient  comk 
ivriters.  So,  in  R,  Broinc*s  <Nw/Afr»  X.^,  1633 1 
^^  Godyou  good eieM,'^T J*  SteeVens. 
3  ^>^  the  hand  rf  the  diai»^}  In  the  Putitmn  JWrtky,  x6o^ 
whidi  has  been  attributed  to  our  author,  is  a  fimilar  exprelRon  t 
I*  Mi.  tb^  fdfktm^9£'  the  dijdl  if  Mp^n  the  chrifle*cr6lle  of  nooh.^ 
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Mer.  Yea,  is  the  word  well?    ycfy  ifrejtj  t^'^^ 
Vfaith ;  wifely,  wifely. 

Nurfe.  If  you  be  he,  fir,  .1  dofiK;  f9q[)C  co^dWQC 

£en.  She  will  indite  him  to  fptne  foppftTf 
Mer.  A  iMtWic)^  ab^^vycj,  i  Ww^l  S9  ho ! 
Rom,  Wh^thgft.thoufoywJ? 
Mer.  ^1^0  hare-,  fir;    vnlefs  a  baj^,    fir^  t>   a 
fc«i;e9  py.e,  i^«  is  ipinethif^  ftak  wd  hovers  it  be 
ipent.   * 

Jltt  -old  hj^e  ba^r  s^ 
And  ap  q14  k^r^  boar^ 
Is  very  good  meat  in  lent: 
Put  0  barf  ^tbat  is  bp^r^ 
.     Ifr  too  muck  for  a  fiore^ 
When  it  bogr^  m  it  h  j^t^rr-   . 

^amc:p,  will  you  come  to  your  father's  ?  we'll  to  din- 
iicr  thithen 

Rom.  I  win  follow  you, 

Mer.  Farewel,  ancient  lady ;  farewel,  lady,  Udy, 
iady^ 

.  \E^eunt  Mjtrcutioy  and  BenvoUtu 

.  ^  Nohare,  J^i]  Mcrcutio  haying  roawd  out.  So  ho!  the  cry 
^the  fportfinea  when  they  flart  a  hare ;  Rome^  aik3  ivhat  he  *>as 
^nd.  Afld  Mcrcutio  aDfwers,  'So  h^r^^  ($:c«  The  reJil  is  9  f^^ries 
of  quibbles  unworthy  of  explanation,  which  he  -who  does  not  un* 
derfland, needs  Dot4ament  his  ignorance.    JipHNsox. 

^  An  $UkwehoiLu']  Hoar  or  baaiy^  is  often  ufed  for  mouldy, 
as  things  gtow  white  from  moulding.  So,  in  Fierce  PeniK^kfis  St^ 
pHcatiQn  to  the  X>eviij  1^9^:  "  —  as  hoary  as  Du/tch  butter.* 
Again,  in  F.  Beaumont^s  letter  to  Speght  on  his  edition  of  Chaucer, 
jl6o2  :  **  Many  of  Chaucer's  words  aw  becofnc  as  it  were  vinewM 
mA  hoefrie  with  over  long  lying."  Again,  in  E/ver^  Man  om  of  bis 
'Humour:    "      \      mice  and  rats 

"  Eat  up  his  grain  5  or  elfe  that  it  might  rot 

"  Within  the  boary  ricks  e'en  as  it  fiands/'      SxEEyE^rs. 

^,^^lad^^  la^y  iady.].  The  burthen  of  an  oldfong.    Sec  Dr.   , 
Farmer's  note  on  Twej/i/j  Nighty  p.  196.     Stse  yens. 

Nurfe. 
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aOMEO  AMP  JULIET.        7^ 

ffurfi.  I  pr«y  yott»  fir,  what  iaucj  norchant  ?  was 
j^K  tiUt  was  lb  full  ^  of  hi9  ropery  9 

Rom..  A  gentfeman,  nurfe,  that  loves  to  hear  him-* 
jKdf  talk ;  and  will  fpcak  more  in  a  minute,  than  he 
will  ftand  tp  in  a  month. 

Jfwrfe.  An  ^a  fpeak  any  things  againft  me,  I'll  take 
bim  down  an  *a  wetre  luftier  than  he  is,  and  twenty 
I'uch  J^cks  -,  and  if  I  cannot,  I'll  find  thofe  that  (halL 
Scurvy  knave !  \  am  none  of  his  flirt-gills  %  I  am 
9  none  of  his  ik$tins-mates : — And  thou  mufl:  ftand  by 
|:0Q,  and  fMfier  every  knave  to  ufe  n^  at  his  pleafure? 

Pe$. 

^  -*  *iubat  Jau£y  iperchant  nuas  thh^  &c.]  The  term  mirehau^ 
wliich  was,  and  even  now  1^,  frequently  applied  to  the  loweft  fort 
pf  dealers,  feems  anciently  to  have  been  uled  on  thefe  familiar  oc- 
pafioDs  in  contradiflindioD  to^M/iSfm^m;  fignifying  that  the  per- 
fan  ihewed  by  his  behaTiour  he  was  a  low  fellow*  The  term 
chap^  i.  e«  cbafman,  a  word  of  the  iaipe  import  with  mordant  ia 
its  lefs  refpe^bble  fenfe,  is  ilill  in  common  ufe  among  the  vulgar, 
is  a  general  denomination  f6r  any  peribn  of  whom  they  mean  t4 
fpeak  with  freedom  or  difrefpe6t.    Steevens, 

^  —  of  his  rifperyf]  Rsfny  was  anciently  ufed  in  the  fame 
fenfe  as  roguety  is  now.    So,  in  the  Thrte  Ladies  tfljmdan^  I5?4< 

«*   rhou  art  very  pleafant  and  full  of  thy  roperye!* 
Rope-tricks  are  mentioned  in  another  place.    Ste evens. 

^  Nime  qf  his  iksLins-matesA  The  word  Jkaim-maUy  I  da  not 
pnderfland,  but  fuppofe  ihsxfiains  was  fome  loty  play,  ^xAJkauni^ 
mate^  a  companion  at  fuch  play.    Johns oi^. 

kjkein  or Jkain  was  cither  a  knife  or  ^Jbort  dagger.  3yfiain{^ 
mates  the  nurfe  means  none  of  his  loofe  confipanions  who  frequent 
(he  fencing-6;hool  with  him,  where  we  may  f^pppie  th^  exercife 
pf  this  weapon  was  taught. 

The  word  is  ufed  i|i  tfie  old  tragedy  of  Spliman  erndPerfida,, 

"  Agajnft  the  light-foot  Iplh  have  I  ferv'd, 
'  **  A^d  in  my  i^xxk  bare  token?  of  their  jjJ«»/.'* . 
I^in,  in  the  corned]^  called  Z«i;st^«a,  &c«  1607*    At  the  opening: 
^the  piece  Lit^a  is  reprefented  as  apparelled  in  a  particular 
fnanner,  af^d  amotig  other  things— rrrhaving  "  a  little^^v*  tied  in 
f*  a  purple  fcarf.*^       ^ 

Green,  in  'his  ^idpjor  47$  upfiart  Courtier^  defcribet  "  an  ill* 
ft  iavoprM  knave,  wbo  wore  by  bia  fide  a^W/ir  like  a  brewer's 
!*  buDg-knife.'!  '  '    ■^,.     - 

-"'  '■-■'.  SkeiM 
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.  Pet.  I  faw  BO  manufe  you  at  bis  pleafiirc;  lY  | 
bad,  my  weapon  (hould  quickly  have  bten  out,  I  war-** 
rant  you  :  I  dare  draw  as  foon  as  another  man,  if  I 
ice  occafion  in  a  good  quarrel,  and  the  law  on  my  fide*- 

J^urfe.  Now,  afore  God,  I  am  fo  vext,  that  every 
part  about  me  quivers.  Scurvy  knave  I— Pray  you, 
fir,  a  word ;  and  as  I  told  you,  my  young  lady  bade 
mc  enquire  you  out;  what  Ihe  bade  me  fay,  I  will  keep 
to  n?yfelf :  but  firft  let  me  tell  ye,  if  ye  fhould  lead 
her  into  a  fool's  paradife,  ae  they  fay,  it  were  a  very 
grofs  kind  of  behaviour,  as  they  fay  :  for*  the  gentle- 
woqian  is  yoijng  j  and,  therefore,  if  you  fhould  deal 
double  with  lier,  truly,  it  were  an  ill  thing  to  be  pf- 
fered  to  any  gentlewoman,  and  very  weak  dealing. 

lipm.  Nurfe,  commend  me  to  thy  lady  an^  mif- 
trels*     I  proteft  unjto  thce,-rT    .. 

Nupfe.  Good  heart!  and,  i^faith,  I  will  tell  her  as 
much  :  Lord,  lord,  (he  will  be  a  joyful  woman. 

^00'  What  wilt  thou  tell. her,  nurfe  f  thou  dof^ 
not  mark  me. 

Nurfe.  1  will  tell  her,  fir,— r that  you  do  proteft  '^ 
which,  as  1  uke  it,  is  a  gentlencian-likc  oHerr 

Rom. 

'    Skein  is  the  Irifti  word  for  a  kni/e^    A§^i"?  *^^  ^^?  ?^^9^  ContraH^ 
by  J.  tV.  Hcmings,  165  J : 

**  How  eafily  ^njkein  is  (hcatb*d  in  him.'? 
Ao^in,  in  the  Merry  Devil  of  Rdmmton^  1626 : 

u  _  v^ith  this  frantic  and  uncampd  pafiion^ 
-      To  whet  i}a6xjkeln$^* 
JJgain,  in  Draytorj's  Mtferies  ef  Si.  Margaret : 
*  ^    *  **  Came  in  the  van-guard' with  his  Iriihmen, 

•*  Wiih  ^ar^s  SLn^JkainfJ*  ^ 

/Lgain,  in  Drayton's  Pofyoibhn^  <bng  4: 

"  —^  ihole  crooked ^<j/W5  they  us-d  in  wsir  to  fccar.*^        , 
^gain,  in  Warner's  Alhicns  England^  1602,  book  c.  chap,  ih, :     ' 
'  **'  *^  And  hidden  ^^'iVi  ffom  underneath  their  forged  garmenfi 
drew."    Steevens. 
Swift  has  the  word  in  his  defcription  pf  an  Jriih  feaft  : 

*•  A  cubit  at  leaft  th|:  length  of  t\iArJ:aimJ*    NicholSji 
t  ---^r^/r^'?.]     Whether  the  lepetition  of  this  word  conveyed 
any  idea  peculiarly  comic  to  Shakcfpearc's  audience,  is  not  at^r?- 
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•  Rom.  Bid  her  xlcvifc  fome  mcan^to  come  ttflbriic 

This  afternoon ;      .  .  >, .  ' 

And  there  flic,  (hall  at  friar  Laurence*  ceU    ... 

Be  (hriT'dy  and  nnarry'd.     Here  is  for  thy  paina^   .  r* 

Nurfe.  No,  truly,  fir;  not  a  penAy« 

Rom.  Go  to ;  I  fay,  you  (hall. 

Nurfe.  This  afternoon,  fir  ?  well,  (he  (hall  be  tbtr* 

Rom.  And  flay,  ^qcid  nutfe,  behind  thfi  abby^wall ; 
Within  this  hour  my  man  (hall  be  with  thee ; 
And  bring  thee  cords  made  *  like  a  tackled  liatr, 
3  Which  to  the  high  top-gallant  of  my  joy 
Muft  be  my  convoy  in  the  fecret  night. 
Farewel ! — Be  tryfty,  and  Til  quit  thy  pains.       .,   . 
Farewel ! — Commend  mc  to  thy  nfiiftrefs. 
.  J^urfe.  Now  God  in  heaven  blcfs  thee ! —  Hark 
you*  fir. 

Rom.  What  fay'ft  thou,  my  dear  nurfe  ?  ♦ 

Nur/e.  Is  your  man  fecret.^   Did  you  ne'er  hear 
fay —  •  . 

Two  may  keep  counfel,  puMng  one  away  ? 

Rom.  I  warrant  thee;  my  man's  as  true  as  fteel. 

Nurfe.  Well,  fir;  my  miftrefs  is  the  fwcetcft  lady— 

Xord,  lord! — when  'twas  a  little  prating  thing,-^ 

O, —  there's  a  nobleman  in  town,  one  Paris,  that 

fent  tQ  be  determined.    The  ufc  of  it,  however,  ia  f  idiculed  hi  the 
old  comedy  of  Sir  Qi/cs  Goofecap^  1606  : 

••-  There  is  not  the  beft  duke's  fon  in  France  dares  fay,  Iprofrfi^ 
till  he  be  one  and  thirty  years  old  at  learf;  for  the  inheritance  cf 
that  word  is  not  to  be  poflelTed  before."    Ste evens. 

*  —  like  a  tackled fialr^  Like  Hair?  of  rope  in  the  tackle  of  a 
(hip.    Johnson. 

i  ..-  top-gallant  cfnty  jpy'\ 
The  top-gaUant  is  the  higheft  extremity  of  the  mail  of  a  fhip. 

The  expreiSon  is  common  to  many  writers ;  among  the  refti  to 
Markham  in  his  EngUJb  Arcadia^  1607  : 

it  beholding  in  the  high  top-gallant  of  his  valour;**  • 

,/gain,  in  Eliojlo  Lihidinofoy  x6o6: 

«•  .....^  that,  vjiiling  top^gallanty  (he  returned,  &c.** 
^  Stexvhi^s. 

("  would 
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tvould  faiti  ky  kflifef  aboard}  but  fhe,  good  Ibuf/ 
had  as  lievc  fee  a  toad>  a  very  toad^  as  fee  him.  I 
anger  her  fotftetirflW^  arid  tell  hef  that  PafU  ii  th^ 
prop^^  manrbtit^  Pit  \tarrdnt  you^  t<rhen  I  fty  fo, 
ihe  looks  as  p&te  a^  any  ck)ut  id  the  varfal  worlds 
Doth  not  rofemary  acid  Romeo  begin  both  with  a 
tmtt  ? 
4  ile^»i*  Ay^fturfej  What  of  that?  fcoth  with  an  R^ 

^  ]^l>m.  i$f,  ifsa^Jkttvhai  dfthxtf  hsth  ^ttetlf  ait  R^ 
Nurfc.  jiJj^  mocker  i  thatU  tbe  Jq£s  lu^me^     R  is  fir  the  nd;  jf 
#«ow  //  legim  njoiti)  no  ^/^^r  letter;']  I  believe,  I  have  re&ified  this 
odd  ftuff  j  but  it  is  a  littl6  mortifying,  that  the  fenfe,  when  founds 
ihould  not  be  worth  the  pains  of  retrieving  it, 
*f  ■     •  rr  ,1  fpiffis  indigna  theatris 
;;       ,**  Scripta  pudet'recitare,  &  ncigis  add«ie  pondds/ 
^he  iturje  is  reprefented  as  a  prating  filly  creature ;  (he  fays^  (he' 
will  tell  Romeo  a  good  joke  about  his  mifttefs,  and  aiks  him»  whe^ 
ther  Roferaaty  knd  R^meo  do  tlot  begin  both  with  a  letter :  He  fays^ 
iVeSf  m'R*    She^  ^ho»wer  muftfuppofe,  could  not  read,  thought 
he  had  mock'd  her,  and  fays,  No,  fure,  I  know  better :  our  dog** 
name  is  R^  yours  begins  witl^nother  letter.  This  is  natural  enoughy 
and  in  charafter,     H  put  her  in  mind  of  that  found  which  is 
made  by  dogs  whcfn  they  fnirl ;  knd  thei-efore,  I  pttfume,  (he  fays^ 
4hat  is  th^  do^'s  name,  R  in  the  fchools^  being  called  The  iU^s 
letter.    Ben  Jonfon,  in  his   Englijb  Grammar^  fajs^  R  is  the  do^i 
letter^  and  birreth  in  ^e  found, 

^  •*  Irritata  cahis  quod  R^  R.  quam  plurima  dicat.*'    LuciU 

WAR.3URTOI*. 

Dr,  Warburton  reads : *^  R.  is  for  theef    Stee vens. 

This  pafTagie  is  thus  in  the  old  folio,  A  mocker^  thais  the  do^i 
name*  R  is  for  the  no,  /  hunu  it  begins  ^voith  fame  other  letter  •  In 
this  copy  thef  error  is  but  finalL  I  read,  Ah^  mocker^  thafs  the  dog*s 
name.  R  is  for  the  nonce,  IknffvJ  it  begins  with  another  letter^  For 
the  nonce^  is  for  Ibme  dejign^for  ajy  tricK    Johnson. 

For  the  nonce  is  an  expreffion  common  to  all  the  ancient  writers^ 
For  the  nonce  is  for  the  prefent  ptarfofe*     So  Holinlhcad,  p.  935  : 
.**— (he  withdrew  into  a  little  place  made  for  the  nones^    Sa 
Phaer>  in  his  trandation  of  Virgil^  B.  ii.  fpeaking  of  Sinon : 

"  That^  the  nonce  had  done  himfelf,  by  yielding  to  be  took" 
Again,  one  of  the  (lage-dire6tions  in  Alphorjits  Emperor  ofGerman^^' 
fays ;  **  They  muft  have  axes  made  for  the  nonce^  to  fight  with^** 
Again,  in  M.  Kyflin's  tranihtion  of  the  Andria  of  Terence,  1588 :' 
*•  —  doft  thou  think  but  fmall  difference  between  that  one  doth  iii 
g^ood  iarneji^  and  that  which  is  done  for  the  nonce  ?"    Stee  ve  ns. 
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Nur/e.  Abi  M@ek(ir  t  ihkts  the  ddg's  Aafafe '/  It 
Js  for  ihli  dog.  Kiy;  1  kHd^  it  begiM  tricftf  «S^ 
other  letter  :  andlftef  faftft  the  |)iietti^ft  fetitontidwof 
k»  of  yd^  ttna  tofetaltlry^  thklil  «^)d  do  y6ti  gtx^ 
to  hear  it.  : :        *   ...i  .    J. 

Ro*0.  Gtoihlftttia  We  to'thy  1^.  '^       ^     E^Wfc 

jViir/f,  Ay,  i  tSotifetid  thrifeUi^Ptttrl 

P^/.  Anon?' 

Nur/e.  Peter j  takc^  A^y  fttt,  liftd  ^  bfefore.  [Exeitnt. 

Enter  ^uUet; 

Jul  iihs: cio^  ftruck  nihe^  when  I  6aA  fehd!  tfic 
nurfcj; 
In  half  an  hour  Am  promi&'d  to  return* 
Perchiince^  flie  cannot  meet  hica  :-^that*s  not  ft>.V^ 
0,  ihe  is  lame!  lovers  heralds  ^  flioukl  be  thougf^ts^ 
Which  ten  timc^  fader  ghde  than  t^e  fun'sr  beaniv 
Driving  back  fliadows  over  lowring  hills : 
Therefore  do  niinble-pinion*d  doves  draw  lovcr^ 
And  therefore  hath  the  wind-fwift  Cupid  wings*    ^ 
Now  is  the  fun  upon  the  highmofl:  hill 
Of  this  day's  journey ;  and  from  nine  'till  twelvtf 

*  Ah  mochrl  tbat^s  tbt  do^s  name,  R  is  for  the  276^  &€.] 
Ibdiieve  vtc  fhould  read,  R  is  for  the  dog.  No;  I  know  it  begins 
with  feme  other  letter.    Tyrwhitt. 

I  have  adopted  this  emendation.    Steeveks. 

•  — Jhntldhe  thoughtiy  &c.]  The  Ipecch  is  thus  -  continued  in 
the  <{uarto»  1597; 

-r—  fhould  be  thoughts, 
And  ruft  mote  (Wtft  than  hafiy  powder  f!)-'dv 
£)k)tli  hurry  from  the  fearful  caimbn's  mouth'. 
On,  now  Ihe  comes !  Tell  me,  gentle  Nurfe,  • 
What  feys  my  love  ?— 
the  grtateA  pace  of  die  fcene  is  like  Wife  adde^fincethat  editicAi. 

8T»t^v«ils. 
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:Jfe  Ibfec  loijg  hopr8,-*-yet  fiie  .i^,i)Q|icqmci. 

ji^ti^  9^  ^ffeftioijSji^.and  wjrm  ycfiiithful  bloodi  *. 

Sh^^d . hc,jis,  fwift,  in  morion  as;  a  ball  i 

iJ4y  ^prds  .i^ouid  baq^y  her  to  my  fwcct  lovc^  : 

An^  his  to  me : 

5ut  old  folks,  mpffy  feign  as  they  were  d^adi 

Unwieldy,  fi^ov^Kheayy  >ind  pale  as  lead». 

$,nUr  Nurfey  mlh  Peier, 

O  God,  {he  comes  !—0  honey  nurfe,  what  newi  t 
Haft  thou  met  with  liim  ?  Stfhd  ihy  iban  away. 

Nurfe.  Peter,  ftay  at  the  gate.  LExif  P.ite^;, 

Jul.  Now,   godd  fweet-  nurfe^4-  O   Ibrd  I    why 
look'ft  thou  fad?  / 
Thou^.nfW3  be  fad,  yet  tpll  therp  merrily; 
If  giood,  thou  Iham'ft'the  nlufick  of  fweet  neWi 
By  playing  it  to  me  with  fo  four  a  face; 

Nurfe.  I,am  aweary,  give  nne  leave  a  while  \^ 

FiCv how  rtiy  bbnes  ache!  What  a  jdiiht  have  I  haci ! 

^  Jul.  I  Would,  thou  hadft  thy  bonfes,  and  I  thy  news : 

N'ayi  tome,  I  pray  tHcc,  fpcak  ;^good,  good  nurf^^ 

fpeaki 

Nurfe.  What  hafte  ?  can  yotl  not  ftay  awhile  ? 
Do  yxju  hot  fee,  jthat  I  am  but  of  breath  ? 

Jul.  Hpw  art  tho«  out  of  breath,  when  thou  haft 
breath 
To  fay  to  me— that  thou  art  out  of  breath  ?  . 
The  excufe,  that  thou  doft  make  in  this  delay, 
is  longer  than  the  tale  thou  doft  excufe. 
Js  thy  news  good,  or  bad  I  anfwer  to  that ; 
Say  cither,  and  I'll  ftay  the  circumftance : 
Let  me  be  fatisfied  j  Is*t  good  or  bad  ? 

Nurfe.  Well,  you  have  made  a  fimple  choice;  you 
know  not  how  to  chufe  a  man  s  Romeo!  no,  not  hcj 
chough  his  face  be  better  than  any  man's,  yet  his  leg- 
xxf^ls  all  men's ;  an(}  for  a  band^  and  a  foot,  ani^^ 
body^^ii^thopgh  jthey  be  i^ot  to  be  talk'd  90^  ^et  they 
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are  paft  compare :  He  is  not  the  flower  of  courtefy, 
but,  I'll  warrant  him,,  as  gentle  as  a  lamb.r-rGo  thy, 
ways,  wench ;  fcrve  God : — What,  have  you  din*c}  at 
heme  ? 

Jul.  No,  no  r  But  all  this  did  I  know  before; 
What  fays  he  of  our  marriage ?  what  qt  that? 

Nurfe.  Lord,  how  my  head  ^k(s!    what  a  he^d 
have  I  ? 
It  beats  as  it  would  fall  in  twenty  pieces. 
My  back  o*  the  other  fide, — O,  my  back,  my  back!-^ 
Befhrew  your  hearty  for  fending  me  about, 
To  catch  my  deith  with  jaunting  up  and  down ! 

Jul.  rfaith,  I  am  forry  that  thou  art  not  well : 
Sweet,  fweet,  fweet  nurfe,  tell  me,  what  fays  my 
love  ? 

Nurji.  Your  love  fays  like  an  honeft  gcntlcmah, 
And  a  courteous,  and  a  kind,  and  a  handlgme,  and 
I  warrant,  a  virtuous  ;-r-rWhere  is  your  mother  ? 

Jul.  Where  is  my  mother  ? — why,  fhe  is  within ; 
Wherp  Oiould  (hp  bip  f  How  oddly  thqu  reply*ft  ? 
Tour  love  fays  like  an  honeft  gen$km^tt^^-rt^^ 
Where  is  your  mother? 

Nurfe.  O,  God*s  lady  dearf 
Are  yoif  fo  hot  I  Marry,  CQvcit  up,  I  trow ; 
Is  this  the  poultice  for  my  aking  bones  ? 
{lenceforward  do  your  meflages  yburfclf. 

Jul.  Here*s  fuch  a  coil ; — Come,  what  fays* Romeo? 

Nurfe.  Have  you  got  leave  to  go  to  fljrifj;  to-day  ? 

Jul.  I  have. 

Nurfe.  Then  h}e  you  hencp  to  friar  Laurence'  cell| 
There  ftays  a  hufbanid*  to  make  you  a  wife : 
i(^ow  comes  the  wanton  blood  up  in  your  cheeks^ 
They'll  be  in  fcarlet  ftraight  at  any  news. 
Hie  you  to  church;  J  muft  ^notl^er  ^ay, 
To  fetch  a  ladder,  by  the  which  your  love 
Muft  climb  a  bird's  nefl:  foon,  when  it  is  dark : 
I  am  the  drudge,  and  toil  in  your  delight  \ 
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But  you  (hall  bear  the  burden  foon  at  Mgtit. 
Go,  ru  to  tiinner;  hie  you  to  the  cell. 
Juh  Hie  to  high  fortune!— hontftnurfe,  fiirewcl, 

[Exeufrt* 

S    C    E    N    E      VL 

,  Friar  Laurence^ s  cdt. 

Enter  Friar  LAtarmce^  mi  Rrtneo  7^ 

Ftiar.  So  fmile  the  heavens  upon  this  holy  a&. 
That  after-hours  with  (bnrow  €hide  us  not ! 

^  This  fccne  was  entirely  new  formed:  the  reader  manf  be 
pleafed  to  have  it  as  it  was  at  firft  written : 

if flw.  Now,  father  Laurence,  in  thy  holy  ^*ant 

ConfiOs  the  good  of  me  and  Juliet. 
Friar.  Without  more  words,  I  will  do  all  I  vaaij 

To  make  you  happy,  if  in  me  it  lie. 
Rom  This  morning  here  flie 'pointed  we  fliould  meet. 

And  coniummate  t^jfe  never-partitig  bands, 

Witnefs  of  our  hearts'  love,  by  Joixutig  hands; 

And  come  (he  will. 
Friar.  I  guefs  (he  will  indeed : 

y<Aith?  love  isquickj  fwifttr  than  fwifteft  (peed. 

Enter  JulUt  fimewhat  faft^  and  tmiraceib  Ro^^ 

See  where  (he  comes ! 

So  light  a  foot  ne*er  hurts  the  trodden  flower; 

Of  love  and  joy,  fee,  fee  the  fovereign  power! 
5W.  Raroeo! 
jUam,  My  Juliet,  welcome !     A»  do  waking  eyes 

(ClosM  tn  nigbt's  mifts)  attend  the  frolick 'diy% 

So  Rbmeo  hath  is^pe£ied  Juliet ; 

And  thou  art  come. 
Jul,  I  am  (if  1  be  day) 

Come  to  my  fun  ;  (hine  forth,  and  make  me  fair. 
Rom.  All  beauteous  farrnefs  dwelleth  in  thine  eyes. 
^^.  Borneo,  from  thine  all  brightnels  doth  arife. 
Friar,  Come,  wantons,  come,  the  Healing  hours  do  pofs  ; 

Defer  embracements  to  fome  fitter  dme: 

Part 
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R^m.  Ameis  amen !  but  come  what  forrow  Can, 
It  cannot  countervail  the  exchange  of  joy 
That  one  fliort  minute  gives  me  in  her  fight: 
Do  thou  but  clofe  our  hands  with  holy  wordsj 
Then  hDfve-devouring  death  do  what  he  dare. 
It  is  enough  I  may  but  call  her  mine. 

Friar.  Thcfe  violent  delights  have  violent  ends. 
And  in  thtir  triumph,  die ;  like  fire  and  powder, 
Which,  as  they  kifs,  confume :  The  fweeteft  honey 
Is  loathfoaic  in  his  own  delicioufnefs. 
And  in  the  taftc  confounds  the  appetite : 
Therefore,  love  moderately  •,  long  love  doth  fo  ;• 
*  Too  fwift  arrives  as  tardy  as  too  flow. 

Enter  Juliet. 

9  Here  comes  the  lady  : — O,  fo  light  a  foot 
Will  ne'er  wear  out  the  everlafting  flint : 
A  lover  may  beftride  the  goflamour  ' 

Part  for  a  time,  "  you  (hall  not  be  alone, 
**  'Till  holy  church  hath  join'd  you  both  in  one.** 
Rom.  Lead,  holy  father,  all  delay  leems  long : 
y«/.  Make  haile,  make  haile,  this  lingVing  doth  us  wrong* 
Friar^  O,  foft  and  fair  makes  fvveetell  work  they  fay  ; 
Hafte  is  a  common  hind'rer  in  crofs-way.  [Exeunt. 

StXevens. 

•  Toofi\}ifi  arrives]  He  that  travels  too  fafl  is  as  long  before  he 
comes  to  the  end  of  his  journey,  as  he  that  travels  flow,  Precipi- 
tacion produces  miftrap.    Johnson. 

•  Here  camii  the  lady,  &c.]  However  the  poet  might  think  the 
alteration  of  ih»  fcene  on:  the  Whole  ro  be  nece({aiy,  I  am  afraid, 
in  rcfpedt  of  the  paiTage  before  us,  he  has  not  been  very  fuccefsful. 
The  violent  hyperbole  of  never  <a}earing  out  the  everlqliing  flint  ap* 
peafs  to^  nie  ifot  only  more  rep^ehcnfible,  but  even  lefe  beaoiritul 
than  the  lines  as  tfiey  were  orig^ally  written,  where  the  liglitii6fb 
of  Juhet's  motion  is  accounted  for  from  tbe^  cheerful  effects  the 
^amon  of  love  produced  in  her  mind*  *        ^    Stj5.e-v&Ns« 

•  A  lo^er  ftivy  heftride  the  goffamour.]  The  (^effamtr  is  the 
long  Jivhit^  filament  which  flies  in  the  ait  in  fummer.  So^j  iQ 
BtmiM M  Scif^,  r637,  by  NeAtts: 

**  Fine  as  Ar^hne's  wcb>  ox  gojjamer^ 

*'  Whofe  curfs  when  garniih'd  \yf  theiif  dreflj^g^  (hew 

••  like  tjtiat  ^un  vapour  when  nis  pwr?cl  witndew  P* 

Stisvbns. 
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That  idles  in  the  wanton  fammer  air. 
And  yet  not  fall ;  fo  light  is  vanity. 

Jul.  Good  even  to  my  ghoftly  confeflbr. 
Friar.  Romeo  (hall  thank  thee,  daughter,  forus both* 
Jul.  As  much  to  him,  elfe  are  his  thanks  too  much* 
Rom.  Ah,  Juliet,  if  the  mealure  of  thy  joy 
Be  heap'd  like  mine,  and  that  thy  fkill  be  more 
To  blazon  it,  then  fweeteh  with  thy  breath 
This  neighbour  air,  and  let  rich  mufick's  tongue 
Unfold  the  imagined  happinefs  that  both 
Receive  in  either  by  this  dear  encounter, 

Jul.  Conceit,  more  rich  in  matter  than  in  words. 
Brags  of  his  fubftance,  not  of  ornament ; 
They  are  but  beggars  that  can  count  their  worth  ; 
But  my  true  love  is  grown  to  fuch  excefs, 
I  cannot  film  up  half  my  fum  of  wealth  *. 

Friar.  Come,  come  with  me,  and  we  will  make 
fliortwork; 
For,  by  your  leaves,  you  (hall  not  (lay  alone, 
'Till  holy  church  incorporate  two  in  one.      [Exeunt. 


ACT     III.        SCENE     I- 

A    STREET. 

Enter  Meri:utiOj  Benvolio^  P^ge^  ^^^  Servants. 

Ben.  I  pray  thee,  good  Mercutio,  let's  retire  j 
5  The  day  is  hot,  the  Capulets  abroad, 

*  I'dmnot  fum  up  half  my  fum  qftvealtb,]     The  old  copies  read  t. 
._   I  cannot  fum  up  fum  of  half  my  wealth, 
and, 

I  cannot  fum  m^  fome  of  half  my  wealth,       Steevens*- 
^  The  daj^  is  hot^l     It  is  obfcrvcd,  that  in  Italy  almoll  aliaflkC- 
finations  ai-e  committed  during  the  heat  6f  furamcr.    Johnson. 
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And,  if  wc  meet,  we  (hall,  not  Ycape  a  brawl ; 
JFor  now,  thcfe  hot  days,  is  the  mad  blood  ftirring. 

Mir.  Thou  art  IJke  one  of  thofe  fellows,  that,  when 
he  enters  the  confines  of  ^  tavern,  claps  me  his  fword 
upon  the  table,  and  fays,  Cod  fend  me  no  need  of  thee  I 
and,  by  the  operation  of  the  fecond  cup,  draws  it  on 
die  drawer,  when,  jndced,  there  i?  no  need. 

Ben*  Am  I  lik^  fuch  a  fellow  ? 

Mer.  Come,  come,  thou  art  as  hot  a  Jack  in  thy 
mood  as  any  in  Italy;  and  as  foon  mov'd  to  be 
moody,  and  as  foon  moody  to  be  mov'd. 

Ben.  And  what  too? 

Mer.  Nay,  an  there  were  two  fuch,  we  Ihould  have 
none  (hortiy,  for  one  would  kill  the  other.  Thou  ! 
f hy  thou  wilt  quarrel  wjth  a  man  that  hath  a  hair 
more,  or  a  hair  lefs,  in  his  beard,  than  thou  hait. 
Thou  wilt  quarrel  with  a  man  for  cracking  nuts, 
having  no  other  reafon  but  becaufe  ttiou  haft  hazel 
eyes;  What  eye,  but  fuch  an  eye,  would  fpy  out  fuch 
a  quarrel  ?  Thy  head  is  as  full  of  quarrels,  as  an  egg- 
is  full  of  meat ;  and  yet  thy  hf  ad  h^th  been  beaten  as 
addle  as  an  egg,  for  quarrelling.  Thou  haft  quarreled 
>xfith  a  man  tox  coughing  in  the  ftreet,  becaufe  he  hath 
waken'd  thy  dog  that  hath  lain  afleep  in  the  fun. 
Didft  thou  not  fall  out  with  a  taylor  for  wearing  his 
new  doublet  before  Eafter?  with  another,  for  tying 
his  new  (hoes  with  old  ribband  ?  and  yet  thou  wilt 
tutor  me  for  quarrelling  ! 

4  Ben.  An  1  were  fo  apt  to  quarrel  as  thou  art,  any 
man  Ihoqld  buy  fhc  fee»fimple  of  my  life  for  an  hour 
and  a  quarter. 

Mer*  The  fec-fimple  ?  O  fimple  ! 

4  Theft  two  fpcecheg  have  been  ad^^ed  fince  the  firfl  quarto, 
t^ether.with  fome  few  circu alliances  in  the  reft  of  the  icene,  a 
inllasin  the  eniulng  one.     S'r££V£Ns. 

G  3  Ent. 
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Enter  Tybalt,  and  of  hers. 

• 

Ben.  By  my  he^d,  here  come  the  Capulet?. 

M^r^  By  my  heel,  I  care  pot. 

2j^-  Follow  me  clofe,  fpr  J  will  fpeak  to  them.--» 
Gentlemen^  good  dpn  :  a  word  with  one  of  you. 

Mer.  And  but  one  word  with  one  of  us  ?  Couple 
it  with  fomethipg ;  make  it  si  word  and  a  blow. 

Tyi.  You  fhall  find  me  apt  enough  t;o  tha;,  fir,  if 
you  will  give  me  occafion. 

Mer.  Could  you  not  take  fpme  pcc^fioa  without 
giving.? 

Tyk.  Mercutio,  thou  confort^ft  with  Romeo, — 

Mer.  Confort!  what,  doft  thou  make  us  minftrels? 
^n  thou  make  minftrels  of  us,  look  to  l^ear  nothing 
but  difcords  :  here's  my  fiddkftick ;  h^fe'3  that  lha,Q 
make  you  dance.    *Zound$,  confort ! 

Ben.  We  talk  here  in  the  publick  haqnt  of  men ; 
Either  withdraw  into  fome  private  place,  . 
Or  reafon  coldly  of  your  grievances. 
Or  elfe  depart ;  here  all  eyes  gaze  .on  us. 

M^r.  Men's  eyes  were  m^de  to  look,  an4  let  thein 
gaze  i 
I  will  not  budge  for  no  m^o'$  pleafure,  I. 

Enfer  Rom^4. 

Ityb.  Well,  peace  be  with  you,  fir  ?   here  comes 
my  man. 

Mer.  But  Til  be  hang'd,  fir,  if  he  wear  your  liyery: 
Marry,  go  firft  to  field,  he'll  be  your  follower ; 
Your  worlhip,  in  that  fenfr,  may  call  him — man. 

"Tyb.  Romeo,  the  hate  I  bear  thee,  can  afford 
No  better  lerm  than  this — Thou  art  a  villain. 

Rom.  Tybalt,  the  reafon  that  I  have  to  love  tbcc 
Doth  much  excufe  the  appertaining  rage 

To 
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To  fach  a  greeting : — Villam  I  am  none  5 
Therefore  Jarcwcl ;  I  fee,  thou  know'ft  me  not. 

Tyb.  Boy,  this  fhali  not  es^cufe  the  iojuries 
Tii9X  tkpi^  baO:  done  me  i  therefore  turn^  and  draw. 

Jiom.  l  do  proteft^  I  ncv?r  injured  thee  i 
But  lave  ihee  Wier  than  thou  canfl:  devifei. 
'TiU  then  (halt  know  the  reafon  of  my  love : 
Avd  9)9  good  Capulet, — which  name  I  tender 
As  dearly  as  my  own, — be  fatisfied. 

Mr,  O  cahn,  diflioixmrable,  vile  fubmilBon ! 
^  Alajtoccata  carries  it  away« — 
„Tybalt,  you  rat-catcher,  will  you  walk  ? 

Tyb.  What  wouldft  thou  have  with  me  ? 

Mer.  Good  king  of  cats,  nothing,  but  one  of  your 
nin«  Uve$ }  that  I  mean  to  make  bold  withal,  and,  ^ 
yw  fhali  xXt  me  hereafter,  dry-beat  the  reft  of  the 
eight.  ^  Will  you  pluck  your  fword  out  of  hia  pil- 
cher  by  the  ears  ?  make  hafte,  left  mine  be  about 
your  ears  ere  it  be' out. 

^yb^  I  am  for  yoa,  {Drawing. 

^  Ahijloccata — ]    Staccata  Is  the  Italian  term  for  a  cfaruft  dlr 
fiab  with  a  rapier*    S<v  imbe  DeviPs  Charier^  1607  • 
'*  He  makes  a  thruft ;  I  with  a  fwift  palfado 
^  Make  quick  avoidance,  and  with  ikm  ftoccata^  ice/* 

StEEV£K8. 

•  Will yMi  flm:k  your  fitjqrd  otti  ff  bis  FILCHER  ^  tie  eanf] 
We  ibouiid  read  pUc&e^  which  figoiiSes  a  ck>ke  or  coat  of  ikins, 
meaning  the  fcabhaiid.    Warburtok. 

The  old  quarto  re^i^aUarJ.  Dr.  Warburton's  explanation 
is,  I  believe,  juft.  Nafh,  in  Pierce  Pewtylffs  his  SufplicatioHj  1^95* 
fpeaksof  a  carman  in  a  leather ///r^«  Again,  in  Decker* s,Satiro^ 
mqfiix: 

'^  III  beat  five  pounds  out  of  his  leather/ii^.'' 
Again,         v 

^*  Thou  hafi  fotrgot  how  thou  ambled'A  in  a  leather ///c^,  by  a 
play- waggon  in  the  highway,  ai^d  took'fl  mad  Jeronimo's  part,  to 
get  fervice  among  the  mimics.** 

It  appears  from  this  paiUfge,  that  Ben  Jtm/an  a£ted  the  part  of 
Hirrmmo  in  the  Spanish  tragedy,  the  {jfieech  beiiig  addvciftd  to 
Htn-ace^  under  which  charadter  old  Bea  is  ridiculed.    Steeven a* 
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Rom.  Gentle  Mercutio,  put  thy  rapier  up. 

Mer.  Come,  fir,  your  pafladQ,  [X^^fii^^* 

Rom.  Draw,  Benvolio; 
Beat  down  their  weapons ': — Gentlemen,  for  (hanie 
Forbear  this  outrage-, — Tybalt-^Merciitio-i- 
The  prince  cxprefsly  hath  forbid  this  bandying 
In  Verona  ftreets  : — hold,  Tybalt ;— good  Mercutio, 

[Exit  Tybalt. 

Aftr.  I  am  hurt; — 
A  plague  o*  both  the  houfes !— *!  am  f^d  :— 
Is  he  gone,  and  hath  nothing  ? 

Ben.  What,  art  thou  hurt  r 

Mer.  Ay,  ay,  a  Ifcratfch,  a  fcratch;   rharry,  *tis 
cnoughi—  * 

Where  is  my  page  ?— go,  villain,  fetch  a  fiirgeon*     ^ 

[Exit  Page. 

Rom.  Couhge,  m^rt  j  the  hurt  cannot  be  much.  * 

Mer.  No,  Vis  not  (b  d(tep  as  a  well,  nor  fo  wide  as 
a  church  door ;  but  *tis  enough,  'twill  ferve :  afk  for 
me  to-morrow,  and  you  fhall  find  me  7  a  grave  man. 
I  am  pepper'd,  I  warrant,  for  this  world ; — ^A  plague 

^  — 'tf  grave  man^']    After  this,  the  quarto  1597  coadnues  Met* 
cutio's  f|}ccch  as  follows  r  ' 

iii-j.  A  pox  o*  both  your  houfes !  I  ihall  be  fairly 
fooiihted  upon  four  men's  flioulders  for  your  houfe  of  the 
Montague's  and  the  Capulets:  and  theri  fome  peafahtiv 
rogue,  fome  fezton,  fome  bafe  (lave,  (hall  write  my  epitapn, 
that  Tybalt  came  and  broke  the  prince's  laws^  and  Mer« 
cutio  was  ilain  for  the  firft  and  fecond  caufe.  Wbere'$ 
the  furgeon  ? 
•Bty.  He's  come,  fir. 

ider.  Now  he'll  keep  a  mumbling  in  my  guts  on  the  oth^r  < 
fidc.-^T-^— Come,  Benvolio,  lend  me  thy  handi    A  pox  o' 
both  vour  houfes !     Steevens. 
*<  You  will  lind  me  a  grdfvt  mafk^    This  jefl  was  better  in  old 
language,  than  it  is  at  prefent  \   Lidgate  (ays,  in  hb  elegy  upqa 
Chaucer: 

**  My  matter  C&tfur/r  now  fi^tfw."    Farmer. 
*      I  meet  with  the  fame  quibble  in  the  Rfoenget^s  Trage^t  16089 
%rhere  FinSkt  drcfles  up  a  kdy's  fadU  and  obfenres  : 

«(«,(hehaisafomewhat^«vekiokwithher.'*   Steevens. 

^    ^  o*both 
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if  b6th  your  houfes ! — What !  a  dog,  a  rat,  a  moufe^ 
g  cat,  to  fcratch  a  man  to  death !  a  brag^rt,  a 
rogue,  a  villain,  that  fights  by  the  book  of  arithme* 
tick !— Why,  the  devil,  came  you  between  us?  I  was 
hurt  uhder  your  arm* 

Rom.  I  thought  ali  for  the  beft. 

Mer.  Help  me  into  fome  houfe,  Benvolio, 
Or  I  (hall  faint. — A  plague  o'  both  your  houfes  I 
They  have  made  worm's  meat  of  me  : 
1  have  it,  and  foundly  too : — Your  houfes ! 

[Epceunt  Mercutio^  and  BenvoUa. 

Rom.  This  gerttleman,  the  prince's  near  ally, 
My  very  friend,  hath  got  his  mortal  hurt 
In  my  behalf;  my  reputation  ftain'd 
With  Tybalt's  flander,  Tybalt,  that  an  hour 
Hath  been  my  kinfman  : — O  fwcct  Juliet^ 
Thy-  beauty  hath  made  me  effeminate. 
And  in  my  temper  foften'd  valour's  fteel. 

Re-enter  Benvolio. 

Ben.  O  Romeo,  Romeo,  brave  Mercutio's  dea4  i 
ThSit  gallant  fpirit  hath  afpir'd  the  clouds  ^ 
Which  too  untimely  here  did  fcorn  the  earth. 

Rom.  9  This  day's  black  fate  on  more  days  doth 
.  depend; 
This  but  begins  the  woe,  other?  muft  end. 

'  ke-enter  Tybalt.  ^ 

^en.  Here  comes  the  furious  Tybalt  back  ag^. 

!  -^hatb  afpir'd  the  dbtt4s.'\  So^  ia  Greeners  Card  of  Fa/fiy^ 
1608 : 

*♦.  Her  haaghty  mind  is  too  lofty  for  me  to  aj/tire,** 
'    We  never  ufc  this'  yftrb  at'pl-efent  without  fome  particle,  as,  to  ^nd 
ifier.     St££Vens. 

^  nis  day''s  Mnck  fate  on  mare  d^s  does  depends]  This  day's 
unhappy  defliny  bangs  wer  the  days  yet  to  com*^.  There  will  yet 
^  more  miichief.    Jounson. 
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jR^/fi.  Alive !  in  triumph  f  an<^  M«reutio  ft#ml 
Av^y  to  heaven,  refpcftive  lemty. 
Ami  fire-ey'd  fury  be  my  ^ondu^  now  !t^ 
Now,  Tybalt,  t^ke  the  villain  bwk  ^gain^ 
That  late  thou  gav'ft  me ;  for.MercHOQ'3  iwA 
Is  but  a  little  way  ^bove  our  he^id^t 
Staying  for  thine  to  keep  him  camp^ny  i 
Or  thou,  or  J,  or  bi^jth,  (hall  follow  him, 

3>*.  Thou,. wretched  boy,  tbw  didft  confart  Um 
here, 
Shalt  with  him  hence- 

RQm.  This  fliall  determine  that, 

Ben.  Romeo,  away,  be  gone ! 
The  citizens  are  up,  and  Tyball  flain  :~ 
Stand  not  ama^*d  5— the  prince  will  doom  dbce  dentil^ 
If  thou  art  taken :— hence  l-^be  gone  !~8W4y  I 

Rom.  '  O !  \%vci  fortune's  fopl ! 

Ben.  Why  doft  thou  ftay  ?  [jExiV  Romeo^ 

Enter  Citizens^  tSc. 

Cit.  Which  way  ran  he,. that  Jciird  Mercutio?. 
Tybalt,  that  murders,  which  way  raa  he? 

Ben.  Thete  lies  that  Tybalt. 

Cit.  Up,  fir,  go  with  me ; 
I  charge  thee  in  the  prince's^  neme,  obey. 

Enter  Prince^  Montague^  CaptAt^  their  fTtveSy  &?c. 

Frin.  Where  arc  the  vile  b^nncr$  of  this  fray  ? 
Ben.  O  noble  prince,  I  can  difcover  all 
The  unlucky  manage  of  this  faial  brawU 

^  O!  J  am  firtune^s  fool!]  I  am  alvay?  tunning  in  the  w^y 
of  evil  tbrtunc,  like  the  fool  in  the  play.  Tf^m  art  deatVs  fool^  \sl 
Mtafure  for  Meafhrf.    See  Dr.  Warburton's  note.    Johnson. 

In  tiic  firft  copy,  O!  I  sua  fomm^s  Jhue.    Steevens. 

There 
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There  lies  the  man,  flam  by  young  RomeOi 
That  fl^w  thy  kinfm^n,  brave  Mercutio. 
Im^  Cap^  Tybalt,  my  coufin ! O  my  brother's 

child! : 

O  prince ! — O  hulband ! — O,  the  blood  is  fpill'd    , 
Of  ipy  dear  kinfman ! — Prince,  *  as  thou  art  true. 
For  blood  of  ours,  ihed  blood  of  Montague. — 
O  couQn,  coufin ! 

Prin.  Bcnvolio,  who  began  this  bloody  fray  ? 
Jten.  Tybalt,  here  flain,  whom  Romeo's  hand  did 
flay  J 
Romeo  that  fppke  him  fair,  bid  him  bethink 
»  How  nice  tne  quarrel  was,  ^  and  urg*d  withal 
Your  high  difpleafure :  all  this — uttered 
With  gentle  breath, calmlook^knees humbly  bow'd^-r- 
Could  not  take  truce  with  the  unruly  fpleen 
Of  Tybalt  deaf  to  peace,  but  that  he  tilts 
With  piercing  fteel  at  bold  Mercutio's  bteaft: ; 
Who,  all  as  hbt,  turns  deadly  point  to  point. 
And,  with  a  martial  fcorn,  with  one  hand  brats 
Cold  death  afide^j  and  with  the  other  fends 
It  back  to  Tybalt,  whofe  dexterity 
Retorts  it:  Romeo  he  eric?  aloud, 
HcJdy  fri^s.^  friends  J  fart!    and,  fwif^er  than  his 

tongue. 
His  agile  arm  beats  down  their  fatal  point}. 
And  'twixt  them  rufljes ;  underneath  whotc  arm 
An  envious  thruft  from  Tybalt  hit  the  life; 
Of  ftout  Mercutio,  and  then  Tybalt  fled  : 
But.  by  and  by  comes  back  to  Ronteo^ 
Who  h^d  but  newly  entertain'd  revenge, 

•  —  as  thou  art  true^"]     As  thou  znjufi  and  ufrigb  U    Johnson. 
'  Hauj  nice  the  quarrel — ]     How  Jlight^  how  uni  mpmrtant^  how 

fcti^     So  in  the  lail  act. 

The  letter  w<is  not  nice^  but  full  of  charge 
Of  dear  import.    Johnson. 

♦  1—  aftd,iir^dK\)ithal'^    The  reft  of  this'fpeech  was  new  writ- 
»ten  by  the  poet,  as  well  as  a  part  of  what  tollowjB  in  the  fame 

fceae.    Steevens. 

And 
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And  to*t  they  go  like  lightning ;  for,  ere  1 
Could  draw  to  part  thera,  was  ftout  Tybalt  flaini 
And,  as  he  fell,  did  Romeo  turn  and  fly  t 
This  is  thp  truth,  or  let  Benvolio  die. 

tia»  Cap.  He  U  a  kinfman  to  the  Montagu<;t 
5  Affeftion  makes  him  falfe,  he  fpeaks  not  true : 
Some  twenty  of  them  fought  in  this  black  ft  rife. 
And  all  thqfe  twenty*  could  but  kill  one  life: 
I  beg  for  juftice,  whicli  thou,  prince,  muft  give; 
Romeo  flew  Tybalt,  Romeo  muft  not  live. 

Prin.  Romeo  flew  him*  he  flew  Mercqtio ; 
Who'  now  the  price  of  his  dear  blood  doth  owe  ? 

ia,  Mont.  Not  Romeoi  prinpe,  he  w^s  Mercutio's 
friend  j 
His  fault  concludes  but,  what  the  law  fliquld  end. 
The  life  qf  Tybalf.  '  ^  '    " \^    [    ]  . 

Prm  And,  for  tliat  offence, 
immediately  we  do  exile  him  hence : 
^  I  h.av^  an  intereft  in  your  hates*  proce^diqg. 
My  blood  for  your  rude  brawls  doth  lie  a  bleeding  ^ 
But  ru  amerce  you  with  fo  ftrpng  a  fine,' 

'  Affe^Q/i  makes  him  falfe,]   The  charge  of  faUhood  on  Benirol^ 

'  though  produced  sit  hazard,  is  very  juft.    The  author,  who  feems 

.  to  intend  the  charadter  of  Benvolio  as  good,  meant  perhaps  to 

(hew,  how^  the  befl:  mind^,  in  a  ftate  of  taction  and  di(coi4»  i^e 

deterred  to  criminal  partiality.    Johnson.  . 

•  /  hcvue  an  interejl  in  your  hearts'  proceeding^l  Sir  Thomas 
Hanmer  faw  that  this  line  gave  no  fenfe,  and  therefore  put,  by  a 
very  eafy  change,  • 

I  have  an  intereft  in  your  hj^ts  proop^itig ; 
which  is  undoubtedly  better  than  th^  old  reading  which  Dr» 
Warburton  has  tbllowed;  but  the  fenfe  yet  feems  to  be  weak,  ^d 
perhaps  a  moie  licentious  cprre6tio(>  is  necefiary.    I  read  tj^ere* 
lore, 

I  had  no  intereft  in  your  heats  pr/»f^ding. 
This,  fays  the   prince,  is  no  quarrel  ot  mihe^  I  had  no  inter^ 
in  your  former  dj/lord ;    I   fuffer  merely    by    your    private    ani- 
nioiity.     Johnson.  , 

The  quarto,  1597,  reads  hafes*  proceeding.  This  renders  ^ 
cmendaiion  unneceliary.    I  have  followed  it.  "  St^e VEifs.' 

That 
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That  you  Ihall  all  repent  the  lofs  of  mine : 
I  will  be  deaf  to  pleading  and  excufes ; 
Nor  tears,  nor  prayers,  fhall  purchafe  out  abufes  i^ 
Therefore  ufe  none :  let  Romeo  hence  in  hafte, 
.  Elfe,  when  he's  found,  that  hour  is  his  laft. 
Bear  hence  this  body,  and  attend  our  will  : 
Mercy  but  murders,  pardoning  thofe  that  kill  \ 

[Exeunt, 

S    C    E    N    E      II. 

An  apartment  in  Cafulefs  boufe. 

Enter  Juliet. 

JuL  Gallop  apace,  you  fiery-footed  fteeds. 
Towards  ^  Phoebus'  manfion ;  fuch  a  waggoner 
As  Phaeton  would  whip  you  to  the  weft. 
And  bring  in  cloudy  night  immediately  '•*— 
'Spread  thyclofe  curtain,  love- performing  night! 

That 

'  Nor  tears  mr  pra^s^  Jhdl  purchafe  out  abufes \\  This  was 
probably  defigned  as  a  {h*oke  ac  the  church  of  Rome,  by  which  the 
different  prices  of  mu refer,  inceft,  and  all  other  crimes,  were 
minutely  fettled,  and  as  Ihamelefsly  received*     SxEfevENS. 

•  Mere^  hut  murders^  pardoning  thofe  that  kill^  So,  in  Holers 
Memorials :  ^  When  I  find  niyfclf  fwayed  to  mercy,  let  me  re- 
member likewi  fe  that  there  is  a  mercy  due  to  the  country."  INJ  a  lone. 

•  '^Phxhus^  manfion;}  The  lecond  quarto  and  folio  read, 
hiding.     Steevens. 

^  '^immediatefy.']  Here  endU  this  fpeech  in  the  eldeft  quarto. 
The  reft  of  the  fcene  has  likewife  received  confiderable  alterationis 
and  additions.     Steevens. 

•  Spread  thy  cloje  curtain^  love^performing  nighty 

Ihat  run-away*s  eyes  may  tv/«i;l     What  run-aways  are  thefe, 

whofe  eyes  Juliet  is  wiihing  to  have  ftopt  ?     M acl)eth,  we  may 

remember,  makes  an  invocation  to  night  much  in  the  fame  flraiu  ; 

.    ♦«      .    Come,  feeling  night, 

'  ♦>  Scarf  w^  the  tender  eye  of  pitiful  <i^,"  &c. 

So  Juliet  would  have  night's  darkncfs  obfeure  the  great  eye  of  the 

day,  the  fun ;  whom  confidering  in  a  poetical  light  as  Fhxlus^ 

drawn  in  his  car  }NVi\i  fiery  footed  Heeds,  ^nA  po/ling  through  the 

z  "  heavens^ 
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That  run-away's  cy«  may  wink ;  and  Romedi 
Leap  to  thcfe  arms,  untalk'd  of,  and  onfcwi  !— 
Lovers  can  fee  to  do  their  amorous  rites 
By  their  own  beauties:  or,  if  love  be  blind. 
It  bed  agrees  with  night.— ^  Come,  civil  fright. 
Thou  fober-fuited  matron,  all  in  black. 
And  learn  me  how  to  lofe  a  winning  match, 
Play*d  for  a  pair  of  ftainlefs  maidenhoods : 
Hood  my  4  unmanned  blood  bating  in  my  cheeks. 

With  ' 

beavensy  ihe  \eiy  properly  calls  hitiiy  with  regard  to  the  fwiftnefs  of 
his  courfe,  the  mn-aFma;.  In  the  like  manner  our  poet  fpenks  of 
the  night  in  the  Merchant  of  Venice : 

*'  For  the  clofe  night  doth  play  the  mn-away,**  W a  r  bu  r ton. 
I  am  not  fatisfied  with  this  explanation,  yet  have  nothing  better 
to  propofe.    Johnson. 

The  confiru^iion  of  this  paflage,  however  elliptical  or  perveife,  I 
believe  to  be  as  fdlou*8  : 

iWtfy  that  run-ofway^s  ^es  '•Mini ! 
Or^  That  run-awe^s  eyes^  mc^  (they)  Viinkt 
Thcfe  elHpfes  are  frequent  in  Spenfer ;  and  tlxu  hri>hf  th^a  Is 
not  uncommon,  as  Dr.  Farmer  obferves  in  a  note  on  the  firit 
fcene  of  the  Winter's  Tale.   So,  in  Antony  and  Cleopatra^  ASt  3.  Sc.  6, 

Thaf  ever  I  ihould  call  tbee  caft-awaj  1 
Juliet  fhrft  wifhes  for  the  abfence  of  the  fun,  and  then  invokes  the 
night  to  fpread  its  curtain  clofe  around  the  world : 

Spread  thy  clofe  curtain,  love-performing  night ! 
]i€Xt»  Kecolle6tittg  that^he  night  would  feein  fhort  to  her,  (hefpeaks 
ipf  it  as  of  a  rutt-mnfoy^  who^  flight  ihe  would  wifli.  to  retard,  and 
whofe  eyes  (he  would  blind  led  t&y  (hould  make  difcoveries.    The 
^s  rfnij^t  are  the  flars,  fo  called  in  the  Midfltmmcr  Nights  Dream. 
Dr.  Warburton  has  already  proved  that  Shakefpeare  terms  the  night 
a  rsap-anM^  in  the  Merchant  qf  Flf^icei  and  in,  the  Fair  Maid  of  the 
Metfkeug^y  1607,  ^  ^  fpoken  of  under  the  fame  chara^er: 
*^  The  ni^t  hath  play'd  the  fwift-foot  rxn-aw^ 
Romeo  was  not  etpe<Sied  by  Juliet  'till  the  fun  was  gone,  and 
tberefare  k  was  of  no  confisoiience  to  her  dut  anj^  eyes  (hould 
wink  bat  th^  of  the  night ;  for,  as  Ben  Jonfofi  %s  in  S^anus » 
**•  <—  night  hath  ma^  eyes^ 
'*  Whereof,  tho*  moil  do  iloepy^yet  fome  are  fpies.^  ST££V£^r&4 
^  Coine^  civil  nighty]    Ci^il  is  grave^ decent^  Joltmn*    JouNsotf. 
^^^maxatvDkd  iUid'-^]    Blood  yet  unacquaioced  with  man. 

Johnson. 

Hood  ray  unmannM  Utod  bating  in  n^y  <heeh,]    Thefe  are  rerma 

o£  fikonry.    An  unmannea  hawk  is  one  that  is  not  brought  ^o 

7  >  eadnrc 
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With  thy  black  tnantfe  •,  'till  Arrange  love,  grown  bold. 

Thinks  true  love  aded,  fimple  modefty. 

Come,  night  !-^Come,  Romeo !  come,  thou  day  in 

night ! 
For  thou  Wilt  He  upon  the  wings  of  night 
WWtcr  than  new  fnow  on  a  raven's  back.«-« 
Come,  gentle  nights    come,   loving,  black-brow'd 

night. 
Give  me  tny  Romeo :  and,  when  he  ihall  die. 
Take  bim  and  cut  him  out  in  little  (tars  5, 
And  he  will  make  the  face  c^  heaven  fo  fine. 
That  all  the  world  ihall  be  in  love  with  night. 
And  pay  no  worftiip  to  the  «  garifh  fun. — 

,  «iJ«f9  company.  Bating  (aoc  baitings  as  It  has  faitherta  been 
printed)  is  fluttering  with  the  wings  as  flriving  to  fly  away.  So, 
40  Ben  Jonfon's  W  Shepherd  s 

♦*  A  hawk  yet  half  fo  haggard  and  unmanned** 
Again,  in  the^^iv  tf  Haukyt^^  &c.  bl.  1.  no  date  :  •*  It  is  caller 
iilNtfyfer  ihe  hamh  with  herfdie  moft  often  caufelefle."  Ste  £  vfi  its. 
5  Take  him  and  cut  him  intp  little ^ars^  &c.]  The  fame  child ifh 
thought  occurs  in  The  Wlfdome  rf  DoHor  Jyotfypoll^  which  was  a£ted 
before  the  year  1 596  : 

*^  tlie  ^orious  parts  of  faire  Ludikiy 
^^  Take  them  and  joine  them  in  the  heavenly  i^'eaxA^ 
*'  And  fixe  them  there  as  an  eternal  light, 
**  for  tovcrs  to  adore  and  wonder  at,         Ste e vers. 
*  — /iirgariihy««.J     Milton  had  this  fpetdi  ia  his  thoughts 
wbea  he  wfoce  UFetfirffft 
**  ■  ■     ■  Cm/  nighty 

**  Thou  fober-fuited  matron  * — Shakejheari^ 
**  till citnl-Jidtedmorn appear* — Milton. 
••  Pay  no  worihtp  to  the  garijb  fun." — Shak^pem't* 
*•  Hide  me  from  day's  garilb  eye,** — Mik^n.       JoHKf  aN« 
Garifi  is  gaudy,  fiiowy.    So,  in  Richard  III  x 
A  dccam  of  what  thou  wall,  ^garffi  flag. 
Againi  in  Mariow'si&^&uifnt/II,  i6aa :  > 

*'  •«-march'd  like  playars 
*♦  Withj«ri&robes.'* 
It  femetimes  figoifies  wild,  fliglity.     So,  in  the  following 
loHanoe :    *^  —  darting  up  and  gairi/Mjf  flaring^  about^  efpeciaUy 
^  the  Ace  qS&^0J\  ,     Hinders  SU^a  Ldhidin^,  2606. 

STS£V£KS. 
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Oj  I  have  bought  the  manfion  of  a  love^ 

But  not  poiTds'd  it ;  and,  though  I  am  fold^ 

Not  yet  enjoyed :  So  tedious  is  this  day,        , 

As  is  the  night  before  fome  feftival 

To  an  impatient  child,  that  bath  nf  w  robes. 

And  may  not  wear  them^    O^  here  comes  my  nur(c» 

Enter  Nurfcy  with  cdrds. 

And  (he  brings  news ;  and  every  tongu^,  that  fpeaki 
But  Romeo's  name,  fpeaks  heavenly  doquence* — 
Now,  nurfe,  what  news?  What  haft  thoii  there?  the 

cords. 
That  Romeo  bid  thee  fetch? 

Nur/e.  Ay,  ay,  the  cords* 

JuL  Ay  me!  what  news?  why  doft  thou  wring 
thy  hands? 

Nurfe.  Ah  wcU-a-day !  he's  dead,  he's  dead,  he's  dead ! 
We  are  undone,  lady,  we  are  undone!— 
Alack  the  day !— he's  gone,  he's  kiird,  he's  dead ! 

Jftl.  Carl  heaven  be  fo  envious  ? 

iV«r/^*  Romeo  can. 
Though  heaven  cannot ;         O  Romeo  !  Romeo  !--^ 
Who  ever  would  have  thought  it  ?— Romeo  t 

Jul*  What  devil  art  thou,  that  doft  torment  mc 
.     tbu3  ?  ; 
This  torture  fhoiild  be  roar'd  in  difmal  hell. 
Hath  Romeo  flain  himfelf  ?  fay  thou  but  /, 
7  And  that  bare  vowel  /  fhall  poifon  more 

Thau 

7  And  thai  hare  n}(rji'el2iyj!jall  poifon  more 
Than  the  death'darting  eye  of  c9ckafrice.J  I  queftion  much 
wlicther  the  grammarians  will  take  this  new  v'owei  ori  trUft  from 
Mr.  Pope,  without  fufpe«5ticg  it  rather  for  a  diphthong.  In  Ihorr^ 
we  mull  reftore  the  fpeliine  of  the  old  books,  or  we  lofe  the  poet's 
conceit.  At  his  time  of  day,  the  affirmative  adverb  ^  was  gene- 
rally written  /:  and  by  this  means  it. both  becomes  a  vo^uDely  and 
anuvers  in  Jfound  to  eye^  upon  which  the  conceit  turns  in  th^ 
^ond  line.     T^robalp* 

^ath'dartitt^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


kOMEO  Akb  JULIET*         97 

Than  the  death-darting  eye  oiF  cpckatrice : 
I  km  not  t,  if  there  bie  fuch  an  /; 
Or  thofc  eyes  Ihut,  that  make  thee  iihfiVer,  /. 
if  he  be  Dairi  fay-^/;  or  if  riotj  no  : 
Btief  foliridd  determine  of  my  weal,  olr  wde. 

Nur/e.  I  ifaW  the  wound,  I  law  it  with  mirie  eyis,— J* 
God  iav^  the  mark  !^-^here  bn  his  nlanly  breaft : 
A  piteous  corfe,  i  bloody  piteous  corfc ; 
i'ale,  jpkle  as  a(he^,  all  bedawb'd  in  blood. 
All  in  gore  bloody — I  fownded  at  the  (ighh 

yul.  O  brcaki  ttiy  heart  !-^pbor  barlkrUpti  brfea^ 
'&l  once! ! 
To  prifon,  eyes !  hfc'et  Idok  on  liberty  I 
Vile  earth,  to  earth  refign;  fend  motion  here; 
And  tiiou,  and  Rbmco,  prfefs  one  heavy  bier !  . 

Nur/e.  O  Tybalt,  Tybalt,  th6  beft  fridnd  I  had! 
O  cburteous  Tybalt !  honeft  gentleman  ! 
That  ever  I  fliould  live  to  fee  thee  dead ! 

—  deaih'Sariing  'eye  i^  cockatrice.^     The    ftrihgfe    lib^s    ttiiail 
feUow   here  in  the   common  bo6k8|    are   not  in  die  old  edi^ 
tion.    Pope. 
The  flrang^  lifies  are  theie  ii  , 

I  am  not  I,  iF  there  be  fuch  an  I,  . 

Or  thefe  eves  (hot,  that  makes  thee  dhfwtr  I ; 
If  he  be  wun,  fay  I ;  or  if  not,  no ; 
.    Brief  founds  detetmine  of  my, weal  or  wde. 
Thefe  Knes  hardly  deferve  emendation  ;  yet  it  may  Ke  proper  tS 
obferre,  that  their  meannefs  has  not  placed  them  below  the  malice 
^  fortune,  the  two  firft  of  them,  bemg  evidently  tr^hfpofed ;  ynt 
fliould  read ;. 

^— That  one  vowel  /ihall  pbifon  bbf^e; 
Than  the  death-darting  eye  of  cockatrice, 

?r  thofe  ^es  Jkoty  thit  make  thee  knfwb,  f  • 
am  riot  1,  &c.    JOilNSof^. 
I  thi^k  the  trahfpofitiori  recomnidnded  niay  b*  fpsired.    Tne 
lecond  line  is  corrupted.    Read  Jb'ut  irlfliead  6i  JBot^  ahd  then  tlie 
kieaning  will  be  fumcifebtly  intelligible* 

ihoty  however,  may  be  thfc  fame  fts  Jb'ut.    So,  in  Chaucei*! 
h^lki^s  Tule^  late  edit;  ver;  3358  i 

*^  And  drefled  hiixi  Up  by  ^Jhot  wlndot(r.**    StE£t£Kf. 

YiL^Xi  H  '>A 
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JuL  What  ftbrm.  is  this,  that  Mows  To  contrary  ? 
Is  Romeo  flaughter*d  ?  aiid  is  Tybalt  dea<i  ? 
My  d^ar-lov'd  coufin,  and  niy  dearer  lord  ?-:- 
Then,  dreadful  trumpet^  found  the  general  dooni  \ 
for  who  is  living,  if  thofc  two  are  gone  ? 

Nurji.  Tybalt  is  gonc»  and  Romeo  banil&ed } 
Romeo,  that  kiU'd  hini^  he  is  banifliec^.^ 

JuL  O  God! -did  Romco^s  tand  Hiid  TyBSlt^ 
blood  > 
'^:  i^arje.  It  did,  it  did;  alas  the  day!  it  did.      ..    .' 
-''    Jul  O  ferpent  heart,  hid  with  a  fiow'ring  facet 
Did  ever  dragon  keep  fo  fair  a  cave  ? 
Beautiful  tyrant !  fiend  angelical  1 

*  Dovc-feathcr'd  raven !  wolvifii-ravcniiig  lara^  I 
Defpifed  fubftance  of  divineft  fliow  1^ 

Juft  oppofitc  to  what  thou  juftly  ftera*ft,  ^ 

A  damned  faint,  an  honourable  villain  !— 

O,  jiaturel  what  hadft  thou  to  do  in  hell. 

When  thou  didft  bower  the  fpirit^of  a  fiend 

In  mortal  paradife  pf  Cuch  fweet  flc(h  ?— - 

Was  ever  book,  containing  fuch  vile  matter,  j 

So  fairly  bound  ?  O,  that  deceit  ffio\iki  dwelt 

In  fuch  a  gorgeous  palace ! 

Nurfe.  There's  no  trufl:. 
No  faith,  no  honcfty  in  men';  all  perjur'd, 

•  Botve-feather^d  rofven!  &€.}    In  old  editions. 

Ravenous  dove^  feather^  'ra/veriy  &c.]  The  four  TdtloWiiljJ^ 
linet,  not  in  the  firfl  edition,  as  well  as  fome  others  which  I  have 
omitcedk    Pope. 

Rarvenous  doviy  feathered  rofven^ 

Wohljlj-ranfening  lamh!^  This  paffage  Mr.  Pope  has 
thrown*  oi^t  of  the  tejct,  bccaufe  thefc  two  noble  hemiftichs  arejn- 
harmonious:  but  is  there  no  fuch  thing  as  a  crutch  for  a  labour- 
ing, halting  verfe  ?  I'll  venture  to  reiiore  to  the  poet  a  line  that 
^6  IP  his  owAfc  mode  of  thinking,  and  truly  worthy  of  him.  Ra* 
venous  was  blunderingly  coined  out  of  rarvtn  and  ravenlrg\  and,  if 
we  only 'throw  it  outvwe  gain  at  once  an  harmonious  verfe,  aind'a 
proper  coniraft  of  epithets  and  images  :  '    • 

•  -  Dove-feather'd  raven!  wolviih-i;av'ning  lamb  h  Theobald. 

*  '         '"All 
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All  forfworn,  all  naught,  all  diflembkrs. — 
Ah,  wh«rc*&  my  man  ?  give  me  fome  aqua  vita  ;— 
Thefe  grie£s,  tbcfe  woes,  thefe  forrows  make  me  old. 
Shame  come  to  Rdmco  t 

JuL  BliftcrM  be  thy  tdfigUe, 
For  Tuch  a  wi(}^ !  be  was  not  born  to  (h^Qiie  i 
Upon  his  brow  (hame  is-  ajfham'd  to  fit ' ) 
For  'tis  a  throne  where  honour  may  be  crowa'd 
Sole  monarch  of  the  univerfal  earth. 
O^  what  a  beaft  was  I  to  chide  at  him  I 

Nurfe.  Villi  you  fpe^k  well  of  him  th^t  kill'd 
your  coufin  ? 

Jul.  Shall  I  fpeak  ill  of  him  that  is  my  hufband  ? 
Ah,  poor  my  lord,  what  tongue  (hall  fmopth  thy  namci 
When  I,  d^y  three- hours  wife,  have  mangjed  it? — 
9iit,  v^^berefore^  yillain,  didft  thou  kill  my  coufin  ? 
That  villain  coUfin  wpqld  have  kiU'd  my  huibaod  ) 
B^ckj  fopliih  tears  ',  back  to  your  native  fp^ng  | 
Your  tributary  drops  belong  to  wpc, 
Which  you^  mifl^king,  offei*  up  to  joy. 
|t)y  hu(baBd  Uvf^s,  tbfU:  Tybalt  would  have  flain  ; 
And  Tybalt  dead,  that  wpuld  hav«  flain  my  hu(ba<idt 
All  this  is  coB^fort;  Wherefore  weep  I  then? 
Some  word  there  was,  worfer  than  Tybalt^s  de^th^ 
7hat  murder'd  me :  J  woiild  forget  it  fain  i 
But,  O !  it  prefles  to  my  memory, 
Lik^  d^fsmed  guilty  deeds  to  finners^  mind$  ^ 
fybalt  is  4fad^  ^^4  Romeo — hamjb&d  j   . 

'  Upon  bit  ^owj^ame  is  aJhanJd  /j  fit  j]    So,  m  Painter*8  Paha 
tf  pUqfure^    tQ^ti,  ii.  p.  223 :     '*  Is  it  poffible  that  under  fuch 
beautie  and  rare  comeliDeiTe,  difloyaltle  and  treafon  may  have  tkoir 
fudge  and  lodfring  ?^    Stek  yens. 
.   *  Back  fooliih  tears^  &c«]     So,  in  the  Tempejl: 
'^lAmz/ool 
To  weep  at  what  I  am  glad  of. 
1  tbink,  in  this  fpeech  of  Juliet,  the  words  <iv0e  and  Joy  ihouM 
change   places;    oCherwife,  her  reasoning  is  inconcKifive. 

STEEVEKsi 
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That — banijhedj  thzt  ont  v;ord'^ifafnJbed, 

*  Hath  flain  ten  thoufand  Tybalts.     Tybalt's  death 

Was  woe  enough,  if  it  had  ended  there  : 

Or, — if  four  woe  delights  in  fellowlhip. 

And  ncedly  will  be  ranked  with  other  griefs,— 

Why  followed  not,  when  flic  faid — Tybalt's  dead. 

Thy  father,  or  thy  mother,  nay,  or  both, 

'  Which  modern  lamentation  might  have  mov'd  ? 

But,  with  a  rear-ward  following  Tybalt's  deaths 

Romeo  is  banijhed^— to  fpeak  that  word. 

Is  father,  mother,  Tybalt,  Romeo,  Juliet, 

All  (lain,  all  dead  :- Romeo  is  banijhedy^^ 

There  is  no  end,  no  limit,  meafure,  bound. 

In  that  word's  death ;  no  words  can  that  woe  found.— 

Where  is  my  father,  and  my  mother,  nurfe? 

Nurfe.  Weeping  and  wailing  over  Tybalt's  corfc : 
Will  you  go  to  them  ?  I  will  bring  you  thither. 

Jul.  Wafli  they  his  wounds  with  tears?  mine  fliall 
be  fpent. 
When  theirs  are  dry,  for  Romeo's  baniftiment. 
Take  up  thofc  cords  : — Poor  ropes,  you  are  beguil'd. 
Both  you  and  I;  for  Romeo  is  cxil'd: 
He  made  you  for  a  highway  to  my  bed; 
But  I,  a  maid,  die  maiden-widowed. 
Come,  cords;  come,  nurfe;  I'll  to  my  wedding  bedj 
And  death,  not  Romeo,  take  my  maidenhead ! 

Nurfe.  Hie  to  your  chamber :  I'll  find  Romeo 
To  comfort  you  \ — ^I  wot  well  where  be  is. 
Hark  ye,  your  Romeo  will  be  here  at  night ; 
I'll  to  him ;  he  is  hid  at  Laurence'  cell* 

Jul.  O  find  him !  give  this  ring  to  my  true  knight^ 
And  bid  him  come  to  take  his  laft  farewel. 

\Exet0iL 

*  Hath  Jlain  ten  thoufand  Tyhalti^  Hath  put  Tybalt  out  of  my 
mindy  as  if  out  of  being.    Johnson. 

3  Which  modern  lamentatim^  &c,]  This  h'ne  is  left  out  of  the 
later  edition^,  I  fuppofe  becaufe  the  editors  did  not  remember  that 
Shakefpeare  ufes  modem  for  common^  oxjlight :  I  believe  it  was  in  his 
timeconfounded  in  colloquial  language  with  moderate.    Johnson. 
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SCENE      HL 

Friar  Laurence's  cell, 

Enter  Friar  Laurence,  and  Romea. 

Fri.  Romeo,  come  forth}  comeforthj  thou  fearful 
raan^ 
AffliAion  is  enamoured  of  thy  part9. 
And  thou  art  wedded  to  calamity. 

Rom.  father,  what  news?    what  is  the  prince'^ 
doom  ? 
What  forrow  craves  acqu^^nce  at  my  h^nd^ 
That  I  yet  know  not,^ 

Frif  Too  familiar 
Is  my  dear  fon  with  fuch  four  company ; 
I  bring  thee  tidings  of  the  prince's  ^^^obm. 

Rm*  What  lets  than  dooms-day  is  the  prince's 
doom  ? 

FrL  A  gentler  judgment  vanifh'd  from  his  lips^ 
Not  body's  death,  but  body's  banilhment. 

Rm.  Ha !  baniihment  f  be  merciful,  fay — death ; 
For  exile  hath  more  terror  in  his  look. 
Much  more  than  death  ;  do  oot  fay — baniihment. 

Fri.  'HeiB  from  Verona  art  thou  banifhed : 
Be  patiem,  for  the  world  is  broad  and  wide. 

R&m.  There  is  no  world  without  Veropa  walls^ 
But  purgatory,  torture,  hell  itfelf. 
Hence-baniihed  is  banxlh'd  from  the  world. 
And  world's  exile  is  death ;  th^n  baniihment 
Is  death  mif-term'd ;  calling  death-^banifhment. 
Thou  cut'ft  my  head  off  with  a  golden  axe. 
And  fmirft  upon  the  ftroke  that  murders  me. 

Fri.  O  deadly  fin !  O  rude  unthankfulnefs ! 
Thy  fault  our  law  calls  death ;  but  the  kind  prince, 
faking  thy  part,  hath  rufh'd  afide  the  law, 

H  3  An4 
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And  turn'd  that  black  word  death  to  banifhtnent  i 
This  is  dear  merCy,  arid  tHou  feeft  it  tot. 

Rom.  *Tis   torture,  and   not  mercy;    heaven  is 
here,  . 
Where  Juhet  lives ;  and  every  cat,  and  dog. 
And  little  moufe,  eve^y  tm worthy  thing. 
Live  here  in  heaven,  and  may  look  on  her, 
but  Romeo  may  not.— ^*  More  vafiflity. 
More  honourable  flate,  more  cpurtlhip  livts 
In  carrion  flics,  than  Rdtoeb ;  they  may  fi-i^e 
On  the  white  wonder  of  dear  J^uHet's  hand. 
And  fteal  imnfiortal  l^lefflngs  from  lier  'lips  5 
Who,  even  in  pure  and  vfeftal  modefty, 
3till  btefli,  as  thinking  <heir  oWn  "kiffes  fint 
Flies  may  do  this,  when  I  from  this  muftflyj 
They,  are  free  men,  but  I  am  baniftied. 
And  fay^ft-thoii  yet,  that  c'xile  is  not  death? 
But  Romeo  may  not;  'he  is  baniflied^ 
Hadil  thoU  no  poifon  irtix'd,  no  ih5rp*ground  ^fcttife. 
No  fudden  mean  of  death,  though -ne'er  fo.mcari, 
Put— 4>anlihea — to  kill  me?  banilhed  ? 
b  friar,  tfie  damned  ufe  that  word  in  hell ; 
iHbWlings  attend  It :  How  ^ haft  thou  the  heart, 
Being  a  divide,  a  ghoftly  corifefltor, 
A ' fin-abfolv^r,  j^nti  rny  *friend  'proftft. 
To  niartgle  me  with  thdt  word — banifliniertr  ? ' 

Fri.  Thou^hd  mad  nrin,  hear  me  bi?t  fpiaakit 
wird.     .  . 

Rom.  O,  thou  wilt  fp(ti\i  again  df'baiiiifhffnentf 

^^         ■  .hi'    More  yaliidity, 
"j^e  himf)uriih!e  ^jftate^  more  c^Vlftfliip  Jlw 
In  carfibu  Jik^^  than  'R$meoi.'\     FalidUtj  ftcms '  here '  to  "^ean 
v^th  ^yt^gr^\  «id  courtjk'ip  ^c  ftate  ptv,  cpuriier  permitted  jtQ 
approach  the  higheft  prelenec;    Johns o£7, 

5  But  *  Romeo  may  not  j  he  is  banijhej,']     This  line  is  very  auk- 
<^ar%  jrAiVSduced  here,  ^nd  itii^t'  better  be  inlert^d  after-—  lf^</r 

■■■-■■"  .    ■  M 
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Fri.  rH^ye  tl^ee  armoyr  to  keep  off  that  word; 
AdVcrfity's  fweet  milt,  phijofophy. 
To  comfort  thee,  though  thou  arf  baniflied. 

Rom.  Yet  banilhed  ? — Hang  up  philofophy ! 
TJnlefs  philofophy  can  make  a  Juliet^ 
Difplant  a  town,  rcvcrfc  ^  pdpce's  doom  ; 
It  helps  not,  it  prevails  not,  talk  no  more. 
Fri.djtHen-l  fee  that  madmen  have  do  c^rs.' 
Rom.  How  (hould  they,  when  that  wife  men  have 
*     '  no  eyes? .  .1 

Fri.  Let  me  dilpute  with  thee  of  thy  eftate. 
Rom.  3fiioy  can(i  Dot  ipeak  of  what  t;hou  'do&  not 
feci :  / 

Wert  thou  as  young  as  J,  Juliet  thy  lovr^ 
An  hour  but  marry'd,  Tybalt  murdered,  [ 

Doatin^  like  me,  and  like;me  banilhed. 
Then  ihighiftt  feou/pc|dc,  then'might*!!;  thou  tear  thy 

hair,       '      ' 
And  fall  tibori  the  ground,  as  I  do  now. 
Taking  the  ineafurc  of  an  unmade'  grave* 
Fri.  Arife ;  one  knocks ;  good  Romeo  hide  thy- 
'  felf. '-  •  ^  /  .       '  [Knack  wiBin. 

Rom.  Nc^I;  unlefs  the  breath  of  hcart-fick  groans, 
Mift-like,  infold  me  from  the  fearch  of  eyes/  -       ' 

^KnocL 
Fri.  HaFk^  how  they  knock ! — Who's  there  ?-^ 
komeo,  arife  5 
Thou  wilt'^be  taken  :~Stay  a  whil,e : — Hand  up  i   ^ 

J^knock. 
iilun  ^omy  ftudy:~By  and  by:— God's  will!  ^ 
;!^hat  .v^^fulncfe  is  this  ^  ?  —  I  comei  X  come. 

^  '      *lknoch 

'Who  knocks  (o  hard?  whence  conoe  yoa?  what^s 
your  will?          '      '  '  ^ 

*  What  vjllfuhffs']    The  folio  reads— .What  fimplenefs. 

H4  .  \  i^urfe. 
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Nurfe.  [within.]  Let  me  come  in,  and  yo.u  IhalJ 
knpw  my  errand; 
J  come  from  lady  Juliet. 
jFriV  Wdcomc  then. 

J^nier  Nurfe. 

Nurfs.  O  holy  friar,  O,  tell  me,  holy  friar, 
|Wher^  is  my  lady'«  lord,  where*s  Romeo  ? 

Fri.  There,  on  the  ground,  with  his  own  tear« 
made  drunk. 
'   Nurfe.  O,  he  is  even  in  my  miftrcls^  cafe,    . 
Juft  in  her  cafe !  — 

Fri.  O  woeful  fympatby  l\ 
l^iteous  prefiicament ! 

Nurfe.  Even  fo  lies  flic, 
piubbering  and  weeping,  weeping  and  blubbering  :-ri 
Stand  up,  ftand  up  ;  ftand,  an  you  be  a  man ; 
For  Juliet's  fake,  for  her  fake,  rife  and  ftand  j 
*  Why  Ihould  you  fall  into  fo  deep  an  O  ? 

Rom.  Nurfe! 

^urfe.  Ah  fir !  ah  fir ! — death  is  the  end  of  all. 

Rom.  Spak'ft  thou  of  Juliet  ?  how  is  it  with  her? 
Doth  (he  not  think  me  an  old  murderer. 
Now  I  have  ftain'd  the  childhood  of  our  joy 
With  blood  removed  but  little  from  her  own  ? 
Where  is  Ihe  ?  and  how  doth  (he  ?  and  what  fay^ 
My  concealed  lady  to  our » canceird  love  ? 

Piteous  predicament  t'l     Onf  ipay  wopder.  thp  editors   djd 
liot  fee  that  this  language  mufl  neccllarily  t)eTong  to  'the  trior. 

Farmer, 
J3r.  Farmer'6  emendation  max  jufUy  claim  that  pla^  in  t)ie 
text  to  which  I  have  now  advanced  it.    Steevkns. 
?  iVbyJbouldyou  faUinto  fo  deep  an  oh?}    Hamnler  reads ; 
Why  Jbouldyou  fall  into  Jo  deep  an  -^ 
Rom,  Oh  nurfe!      Johnson.' 
?  —  cancell'd /wtf  f ]  The  folio  reads  ctf«cftf/*^ love.   Johnson, 
.^hp  quarto,  cdr/uvirJ  love,  ^  ^"^EE YENS. 
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'"Nmrfi^  Oy  (he  fays  nothing,  fir,  but  weeps  and 
weeps  5 
And  now  falls  on  her  bed ;  and  then  ftarts  up, 
And  Tybalt  calls ;  and  then  on  i^omeo  cnes> 
And  then  down  fall^  again* 

Bsmif  As  if  that  name^ 
She;  from  the  deadly  level  of  a  gun. 
Did  murder  her ;  as  that  name's  curfed  hand 
MurderM  her  kinfman.— O  tell  me,  fqar^  tell  me; 
In  what  vile  part  of  this  anatomy 
Dodi  my  name  lodge  ?  tell  me,  that  I  may  fack 
The  hateful  manfion.  \pTamng  fns  Jwori^ 

Ffi.  Hold  thy  deiperate  hand  ; 
Art  thou  a  man  ?  thy  form  cries  out,  thou  art  % 
Thy  tears  are  womafnifli ;  thy  wild  a&s  denote 
The  unreafonable  fury  of  a  beaft : 
>  Unfeemly  woman,  in  a  feeming  man  I 
Or  ill-befeeming  beaft,  in  feeming  both ! 
Thou  baft  amaz'd  me :  by  my  holy  ordefj 
I  thought  thy  difpofition  better  tempered. 
Haft  thou  (lain  Tybalt  ?  wilt  thou  flay  thyfelf  ? 
And  (lay  thy  lady  too  that  lives  in  thee^ 
By  doing  damned  hate  up^on  thyfelf? 
Why  raii'ft  thou  on  thy  birth^  the  heaven,  and  earth  ? 
Since  birth,  and  heaven,  and  earth,  all  three  do  meet 
in  thee  at  once^  which  thou  at  once  would'ft  lofe. 

'  Vifi^  'oomtm^  Src]  This  ilrange  noofi^fe  Mr.  Pope 
Arenr  out  of  hif  ediuoa  for  defperatCf  But.  it  is  ^ly  reftpre^  ^ 
Shakfrfpctire  wrote  it  into  good  pertiaeat  fepfct 

UnfeefK^  womai$  in  a  jiimifig  man  I 

An  iU^Jhmi^  hea/t  in  ficmng  gvoth, 
i.  u  ypu  have  die  iJp^nufut  paffions  of  a  brute  beaft  in  die  well* 
(cpmpg  ih^pe  of  a  r^tionarcreature.  For  having  in  the,^  tint 
faid,  he  w^  a  woman  in  the  ihape  of  a  man,  he  aggravates  tht 
jthought  in  ^ficoniy  and  ^ys,  he  was  even  a  brute  in  the 
fhaw  of  a  rational  creatur^.    Seamn^  \$  ^e4  in  both  places  fiar 

The  old  reading  is  prc^ble.  TIom  uri  a  iea/i  tf  iS  fualtgiiSf 
jfi^  the  iffemance  Bid  «fa  vwmm  ami  a  num.    JohntoiT* 
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f  icj;  fie!  diQU  ii^wfft *by  (bsp<?,  thy  |ov<>  thy  ^j 

Which,  like  an  ufurcfj^abound'ft  iij  gll. 

And  qfeft  none  in  dft^  tnje  y|b  JDdfted  ^ 

"Which  ^old  imdockithy  ft^fw,  t^y  ipye,  ;%,wH:i;  ^ 

Thy  noble  fliape  is  but  |i  figrgi^f  >7^^, 

Digrcffing  from  the  valour  .of  p  nwa ;      -  . 

Thy  dear  love,  fyroTjEp,  but  hotfc^  |ltfjj^wyf 

Killing  Hutt:  Ibvcfjrfiidi  idjpu  b^ft  VQ^jp'd  »sJtf»i(iu  : 

Thymt,xbatt.Qrpjmetttjtoili^p€i^tt^Jow?, 

Mif-fliapen  in  the  CQndttSb  ipf  Cbero  fept^,,       ,  . 

Like |>0«r(^ in  tte: <yHrlfl&  fqlfJier'^s  %^  f^ 

U  «fet  <)ft  *rc  iy^rilin^  own  ignorft^qe, 

^  And  thou  difmenxtiBny 'wiirfi  thiw  «Wn  .feftrifl^^ 

What,iroufejtfi^cnwii!  thyJuliwisiaKy^,    .._  ; 

Forwbcfc4k«ijikcit*^iw^ft.towtTb«rly,de^^         , 
There  art  thou  happiy^:  Xytolt  jwovdd  ekUl  ^shfie^  - 
But  thou  flewlt  a^iyl^t ;  <hQret*op.8rti^l*oMh^py/  . 
The  law,  tHa(i3tfai:(srtf»!d^QaiI\,ib<qoo3bes  thy  ^'K(^4f  • 
And  t urqs  it ito ^ile 7 .ith^te  ^tt ilhPVJ  ^ppy ;    ,. 
A  pack  of.blcfljflgs  lights:upon  lliy ibaok^ 
Hapjiinefe  coijrts  ubce  10  .her  beft/array ; 
But>  like  a  nvs'hiav^d  ^Qd'ailuileniwei^thy 
Thou  pout'ft  upon itKy.fiMtwne, and >thy:Wc; 
^^akei  ttfied,:tarkc  iieefl,  ,for  .fuoh  ji}^  mify^dkk* 
Go,:get.thee  itoithy^iovc,  m  wftS/decneed,  .  ] 

Bur,  bok,  thou  flay  not  'till  the  watch  be  fet, 

'"  ^' Lih p&wder  in  thej^ll-jffs  fpWcr^s  fla^^^  *-Td  tmderllaQp 

the  force  of  this  allufibn,  it  jfhould  be  renjcmbered  that  Aeanctent 
Englifli  foldiers,  ufing^^fe'^rloeks^  inlle;ad  of  locks  \witK  flints  as  at 
jfc^putj  wpfc  ^Ug^  tpV^?^!7^  Jjg,^^^  m^tch  hangii\g'  at  their 
4^\tSj!^^ei7  near,  to^rttcrvvopden^^  in  which  they'^^cpF  tfiek 
^w4cr.  The  fame*^lluj|u(yi  pccurs  m  Humor^s  Ordinary\  ^n,  pl3 
^l^ionofi^SJi^ 

^^,  . , .,  -**  Wheaihe.h^  .,^7/i5.and  touch-box  fet  on  fire,  ' 

**  Arid  tilt  this  Wur  the  burning  is  not  out.*'    Sx5^VEN«* 
,* •;  *  >^4{d:4lMu  difmff^ei^ld,  '^^^'^'^  >^^^^^  <^f V«  ^^^,»cej]    And  .thou  torn 
'to  pief^5-\wxh.|^y  ojs{a,\^ejg.:^ri?,  *joH^^s<J^|N•.  *'/    : 
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For  tbeti  thou  canft  not  pafs  to  Mantua ; 
Where  thou  (halt  livei  *titilweian3incr,a  time 
To  blaze  your  marriage,  reconcile  your  friends. 
Beg  pardon  of  tiK  prinoe,  ond  caMotheei>ack 
With  twenty  hundred  thoulknd  tinics  more  joy 
Than  thott  went^  (forth  4h  iat^eiteafioRvv-u.      v 
Go  before,  «urfe :  .^ramead  me  to  thy  lady,f  . 
And  jbid  her  hailen  aU  the  houle  to  bed,' 
Which  heavy- forrow  makes  them  apt  unto : 
Romeo  is  coming  4. , 

Nurfi.  O  Lord, .  I  pould  .have  fteid  here  iU  ^ 
night. 
To  hear  good  caunfel :  0,v?hat learning  13 1~ 
My  loyd,  rU  ttU  n^y  Wy  yop  will  come. 

Ram.  Do  fo,  aod.'bid  my  Xwcjct  prepare  toxhide^^ 

Ntitjc.  Here,  firj.a.ring  ftie  bid  me  give  you,  Jir^ 
Hie  'you,  make  hafte,  for*  it  grows,  very  late. 

Rom.  How  .well  ,my  comfort  is  revived  by  this !   . 

^u  ^  Go  hence,    Goqdnight:— aad.^here,ftahds 
.all  yqurftate,-*-  '  .      .  n 

Either  be^gooe  before  the  watch  Jbe  fet,       ' 
Or  by  the  break  of, day  difguis*d  from  hentei  .       » 
Sojourn  in'Mantua;  :ril  find  out  your. maii,    ,^'  ,' 
And  he  Ihall  figaify  from  time  to r time  .'      r        \^ 
Every  good  hap  to  you,  that  chaoces  here:    ^ 
Give  me  thy  hand ;  'tis  late :  farewel  ;  goodjoight 

Rom.  But  that  a  joy  pall  joycalls  out  on  me, ' 
cit  ivei^ea-griief,  fo  bi^icf  to.part^wkh^thep;  ..  ^ 
Farewel.  {^Exutm^ 

*  Romeo,  is  comlng^l    Muth  6f  this  *ff)ccch'has  HkewHei>ctn 
"^died  fince-th^tirll  ddlion.     St^evej^s. 

5  Go  hence.    Good mgfjt,  &cc.]    Thele  three  lines  are. omitted  In 
.^11  the.  modern  editions.    Johnsow;  , 

'  *  --  herepandi  all  your  Jiau  J    The  whole  of  youf  fortune  de- 
*  peiids  on  this.  ;Johnsqn»  ; 
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t  S    C    E    N    E      IV. 
A  ro^m  in  C^kt's  Bou/e. 

Enter  Capikt^  Uufy  Capukt^  and  Paris^, 

Cap,  Things  have  fallen  out,  flr,  fo  unluckily. 
That  we  h^ve  had  no  time  to  move  our  daughter ; 
Look  you,  fhe  lovM  her  kinfman  Tybalt  dearly. 
And  fo  did  I ; — Well,  we  were  born  to  die.— 
*Tis  very  late,  ftie*Il  not  come  down  to-night  i 
I  promif^  you,  but  for  your  company, 
J  would  have  been  a-bed  an  hour  agp. 

Par.  Thefe  times  of  woe  afford  no  tipie  to  woo:— 
^j^dam,  good  night :  commend  me  to  yoyr  daughter* 

La.  Cap,  I  will,  and  Jcnow  her  mind  early  tOr 
niorrow; 
To-night  fte's  mew*d  up  •  to  her  heavinefs. 

Cap.  9  Sir  Paris,  I  will  make  a  defperate  tender 
Of  my  child's  love :  I  think,  fhe  will  be  ruFd 
In  all  r^fpefts  by  mp  5  nay  more,  I  doubt  it  not»-^ 
Wife,  go  you  to  her  ere  you  go  to  bed ; 
Acquaint  her  here  with  my  fon  Paris*  love ; 
And  bid  her,  mark  you  me,  on  wednefday  next— ^ 
Byt,  foft ;  What  day  is  this  ? 

Par^  Monday,  my  lord» 

^  Scene  IV*    Some  few  tuineceilaiy  Terfea  are  omitted  in  this 
.  taSQt  according  to  the  oldeft  editions.    Pope. 

Thefe  verfes  are  fuch  as  will  by  no  means  connect  with  the  laft 
and  moil  improved  cppy  of  the  play.    St&evexs. 

*  tiuw^ii  up.]    This  is  a  phrafe  from  falconry.    iV  mw  wa;  a 
place  of  confinement  for  hawks.  .  Steevens. 

•  ^/>  PariSf  I  will  make  a  defperate  teuder 

Of  my  chiles  love,*^\    Debate  means  only  holdy  ofhen^rous^ 
as  if  he  had  iaid  in  the  vulgar  -phrafe,  fwilljpeak  a  bold  ixxfrJ^ 
and  venture  topromifeyou  my  daughter*  *  JoHNsdN. 
So,  in  7&f  Wedkeftgoesto  theWdO,  1618: 

Witjjcfs  this  deffierate  tender  of  miiie  honour.**    Steevens, 

Cap^ 
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Qapi.  Monday  ?  ha  T  ha !  Well,  wednefday  1^  too 
foon^ 
0*  thurfday  let  it  be  5—0*  thurfday^tell  her. 
She  fliall  be  married  to  this  noble  earl  :— 
Will  you  be  ready  ?  do  yoiu  like  this  hafte  ? 
We'll  keep  no  great  ado;-^a  friend^  or  two:«~ 
For  hark  you,  Tybalt  being  flain  fo  late. 
It  may  be  thought  we  held  him  carelefsly. 
Being  our  kinfman,  if  we  revel  much : 
Therefore  we'll  have  fome  half  a  dozen  friends. 
And  there  an  end.    But  what  fay  you  to  thurfday? 

Par.  My  lord,  I  would  that  thurfday  were  to* 
morrow. 

Cap.  Well,  get  you  gonez'^o*  thurfday  be  it 
then  :-• 
Go  you  to  Juliet  ere  you  go  to  bed. 
Prepare  her,  wife,  againft  this  wedding-day.-^ 
Farewell,  my  lord.— Light  to  my  chamber,  bo  I 
'Fore  me,  it  is  fo  very  late,  that  we 
May  call  it  early  by  and  by :— Good  night.  [Exeunt^ 

SCENE        V. 

Julie fs  chamber. 
Enter  Romeo^  and  Juliet. 

Jul.  Wilt  thou  be  gone  ?  it  is  not  yet  near  day : 
It  was  the  nightingale,  and  not  the  lark. 
That  pierc'd  the  fearful  hollow  of  thine  ear  5 
Nightly  fhe  fings  '  on  yon  pomegranate  tree ; 
fieUeve  me,  love,  it  was  the  nightingale. 

*  Nightly  A  fiigi  on  yon  pomegranau  tree :]  This  it  not  mcrdjr 
a  poetical  fuppofition.  It  is  obferved  of  the  nightingale  that,  if 
.uadifturbed,  (he  fits  and  fings  upon  the  fame  txee  for  many  weeks 
together.    Steevens. 

Rem. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


V    iS^/or.  ItuiJasth^'lafk,  th^  Herald  of  thfixnorjgQ 
No  nightingale :  look^  love,  what  enykxBi  ftreakt 
Do  lace  the  Icwrmg  ddiideHi-jcohdereaft:;.         "  ^ 
Night's  ^candles  are  burnt  ouc^  aM  iocand  dmf 
Stands  tiptoe  on  the  m&y  moointaibs^  t(^  ^ 
I  nmft  be  gone,  afid  live,  or  flay  and  drc«^ 

Jul.  Yon  tight  is  noc  daywliglxt,  I  koo«r  it^  1}  . 
It  is  fome  mete6r  that  thd  foii  eshaies, 
,To  be  to  thee  this  night  a  torch-t)tai«r^ 
And  light  thee  on  thy  wzy  to  Maotua : 
Therefore  ftay  yert^.thou  nced'it  not  to  he  gov*       ^ 

Ram.  Let  me  be  ta>n,  1st  m^  b^  put  |a  deadi  i 
I  am  content,  if  thou  wilt  have  it  fo. 
fU  fiy,  yon  giey'is  not  tine  morBingfs  eyc^ 
*Tis  but  the  *  pale  reflex  of  Cynthia^s  brow  j 
Nor  that  is  not  tbb  larlc,  whofe  noces  do  bcac 
The  vauliy  heaven  fo  high  above  our  heads : 
3 1  fiave  more  cape  .to  ftay;  than  will  to  go;«*« 
Come,  death,  and  walcoiive !  Jidiet  wills  it  ibu-^ 
How^^t,  ttiy  ibul?  let's  talk,  it  is  not  day« 

JuL  It  is,  it  is^  hie  hence,  be  gone,  away  } 
It  is  the  lark  that  fings  fa  out  of  tyne, 
Straining  harlli  difcords,  and  unpleafing  (harps. 
Some  fay,  the  lark  makes  fwcet  divifion  4; 
This  doth  not  fo,  for  fhe  divideth  us : 
Some  fay,  the  lark  and  loathed  coad  cbfinge  eyes  ; 
*  O,  now  I  would  they  had  chang'd  voices  too ! 

Since 

»  ,^ihepaU  fffiex — ]  Tlie  ai^earance  of  %  .cIomgI  eppoft4  tb 
the  moon.    Johnaov. 

3  Ihofpemttre  care  tojlqy^  than  wiUtog0t'\  Would  it  be  J>cttttr 
thus,  I  have  more  'will  to  Jt^,  than  care  togo.T    JoBNSorN* 

^  —  fweet  d^fan ;  ]  Drvifion  feems-  to  hci^e  beefi'  tke  Mduucal 
term  for  the  paufes  or  parts  of  a  mufical  compofitioii*    So,  in  Km 

Sung  by  a  faur  queen  m  a  fummei^s  bower, 
«  With,  r^viihing  dtvifion  to  her  lute.    St  E E  ven  s. 

'  Op  noTiX)  I  would  they  bad   changed  tmcf*^  mI)     The  teas' 

having  very  fine  eyes,  and  the  lark  very  ugly  ones,  was  the  occafibn 

f>f  a  dromon  faying  amongfl  the  people,  that  t/ie  toad  and  lark  ha  J 

changed  eyes*    To  this  the  fpeaker  alludes.    But  furc  flic  need  not 

I  have 
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*Shice  arm  from  arm  that  VoStb  dotfr  tis  iflrajr^ ' '^ 
7  Hunting  thee  hence  with  hunts-t!]p  to  the  day. 

0,  now  1^  gone ;  'more  light  and  light  it  grows. 

b^ve  *ivi/beJ  that  they  hadchMge^  votees  too.  Thp  lark  appeared  t» 
her  xmtunable  enough  ia  all  confcience ;  $s  appean  by  wKaf _  (he 
laid  juft  before, 

.  //  /j  the  lark  thatjings  Jo  out  of  tune> 
'^  BtttitHUig  harfli  difcorA  and  unpleafing  i!iaf pff. 

This  dire^s  us  to  ^he  right  reading.  For  hoVr  MtunJ  was  k  fiir 
her  after  this,  to  add|   .       ;  •    .  /  .    ' 

S^me  Jay  the  lark  and  loailnd  toad  change  eyes ; 
X>^  fukv  I  wot  they  have  changed  voices  too.  .    .^ 

1.  e.  Afc  lark  fiugs  fc  hadhly,  thfet  fmiW  pCfeeive  the  ttoad  ^^  fte 

.  TI)^  .^mditioa  of  the  toad  and  lark  I  have  heard  ezprefled  m  a 
ttftidk  rkynie^  .    -     » 

^^Tohea^nrdjy^  - 

But  that  the  toadheguiVd me  cfmtneeyK  Jdft^rsoN. 
•  Since  a^  fiiimaV^l'Stc^ •  ^TWe  CMf<o  lifies  ate  amHt<A:iatlfe 
modern  editions,  and  db  not  d^erv^  to  be  r^^aG^d,*  but.as-tfaegr 
may  (hew  the  danger  of  critical  temerity.  Xf^r.  Warburton's  c^aogf^ 
oi  I  vMuld  10  1  'bjot'  ^i&  <lx*ci6tls  efiodglh,  yCt  it  is  ^vid'entljr  er- 
roneous. The  fenfe  is  thii,  The  'Mi^  f %  jiy^  l?as  Ufi  her'c^s  i^  ike 
toadj  and  HtmlwwM  thetoftd^had bfrn^ice  tvo^jwce  Jh<  ji^S it  f 
the  difturiana  of  lovers.    JoHtrsoN* 

»  Hunting  thee  up  with  huntfup  to  the  day.]     iThc  hunt/up  wai  the 
aatafc  of  the'tuile  ahcfehtl^  pteyed  td  te^fe  fee  hurltei*,  and  xMsQt 
Acth  td^dter.    So,  in tbepiay of 0^£im6  Vuriofr^  1594 and  1)99 : 
"  To  ptay  him  ^wfijffij^withB.point'of  war, 
<f  i'U  be  his  minftrdi  with  ay  clrum  ^and  fiie.** 
Again,  ih  ^e  Seven  Champions  of  Chrifiendonty  a,  comedy,  iSj^*: 
«« _  When  Calib*s  concert  plays 
**  A  huntjbp  to-h^." 
Again,  in  Wefiward  Hoe^  1607  : 

•'  —  Make  a  noife,  its  no  matter ;  attV  hmtjhp^  WAeri  vice.**- 
Again,  in  the  'Retsm  from  PamaJJksy  1606': 

**  Yet  will  I  pjay  a  hunts-up  to  my  Mufe.** 
Again,  in  Atytlppus^  <k  the  Jotial  Phllofopher,  ib^o : 

"  HftycUiy!  there  goes  the  i&»»j/?//--*'    *  "" 

)igain,  in  Moniiear  T?'*^*^*,  i6j9 : 

' "  ril  pipe  you-  f^ch  a  huntfup!" 
Again,  in  the  Four  Prentices  of  JJmdtlt^  1632  : 
**,—»■  a  drum 
**  T«  give  me  a  Imtiffup!^ 
Again,  in  Drayton's  Po^^olbiort^  fottg  r^bh  : 

^  But  htfhH^tp  to  tits  morn  the  feMh^t'cT  fff9tA  (ing.** 

Rom. 
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Rom.  More  lig^t  and  light  ?— more  dark  and  darit 
our  woes. 

knter  Nurfe. 

Kurfe.  M^zm\ 

Jul  Nurfc? 

Nurfe.  Your  lady  mothers  coming  to  your  cham^ 
ber: 
The  day  is  broke;  be  wary^  look  about. 

[Exit  Nurfe ^ 

Jul.  Then,  window,  let  day  in,  and  let  life  out. 

Rem.  Farewel,  farewel  I  one  kifs,  and  I'll  defcenci* 

[Romeo  defcends. 

Jut.  Art  thou  gone  fo  ?  Love !  lord  I  ah,  hufband  I 
friend! 
I  muft  bear  from  thee  every  day  i*  the  hour,   ,    ^  * 
For  m  a  minute  there  are  many  days : 
'  O !  by  this  count  I  fliall  be  mvi&h  in  yearsj 
Ere  I  again  behold  my  Romeo. 

Rom.  Farewel !  I  will  omit  no  opportunity 
That  may  convey  my  greetings,  love,  to  thee. 

Jul  O,  thiiik'il  thou,  we  £all  ever  meet  again  i 

Rom.  I  doubt  it  not ;  and  all  thefe  woes  Ihall  fcrv# 
For  fweet  difcourfes  in  our  time  to  come. 

Jul.  9  O  God  1  I  have  an  ill-divining  foul ; 

^  Of  iy  this  count  IJbaU  be  much  inycars^ 
Ere  I  again  hebMmjf  Romeo.  . 
^'  lUa  egpy  quae  fueram  te  decedente  puella, 
^^  Frodnus  ut  redeasi  fada  videbor  anus.^*    Omi.  Eflfi.  t. 

Steevens. 
'  O  God!  I  taw  an  iH^dmning  Joui^  &€•]  This  miferable  pre- 
fdence  of  futurity  I  have  always  regarded  as  a  circuihftance  parti* 
cularly  beautiful.  The  fame  kind  of  warning  from  the  mind 
Romeo  feems  to  have  been  conicious  of|  on  hb  going  to  the  enter- 
uunment  at  the  houie  of  Capulet. 

** my  mind  mif^ives^ . 

'*  Some  con&quence  yet  hanging  m  the  fiars^ 

'^  Shall  bitterl]^  begin  his  fearful  date 

*'  From  thti  nights  revek.'^    Stksybns. 

5  Methinksj 
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f^ethiiiks,  I  fee  tliee,  now  thou  art  (o  low. 
As  one  dead  in  the  bottom  of  a  tomb : 
Either  my  cye-figHt  fails,  or  thoU  look*ft  pale. 

Rom.  And  truff  me,  love,  in  my  eye  fo  do  you : 
Dry  forrow  drinks  pur  blood  '•    Adieu !  adieu ! 

lExii  Rome. 

jfui.  O  fortune,  fortune  J  all  men  call  thee  fickle : 
If  thou  art  fickle,  what  doft  thou  with  him 
ttat  is  rcnownM  for  faith  ?  Be  fickle,  fortune ; 
Fcn:  then,  I  hope,,  thou  wilt  not  keep  him  long^ 
But  fend  him  back. 

La.  Cap.  [within.]  Ho,  daughter!  are  you  up? 

Jul.  Who  is't  that  calls?  is  it  my  lady  mother  ? 
Is  (he  hot  down  fb  late,  or  up  fa  early  ? 
;VVhat unaccuftomM  caufe *  procures  her  hither? 

Enter  La^  Capulet. 

La.  Cap.  Why,  how'  nbw,  Juliet  ? 

Jul.  Madam,  I  am  not  well. 

La.Cap.  EvernioriEl  wJ^cpihg  for  your  Coufin's  death  ?^ 
What,  wilt  thoU  walh  hiiii  from  his  grave  with  tears? 
An  if  thou  could'fl,  thou  doiild^ft  not  make  him  live ; 
Therefore,  have  done :    Some  grief  Ihews  much  of 

loVe; 
tut'  mych  of  grief  (hews  ftill  (bme  want  of  wit. 

Jul.  Yet  let  me  weep  for  fuch  a  feeling  lofs. 

La.  Cap.  So  (hall  you  feel  the  lofs,  biit  not  the" 
friend 
Which  you  weep  for. 

JiiL  Feeling  lo  the  lofs, 
I  cannot  choofe  but  ever  weep  the  friend. 

La.  Cap.  Well,  girl,  thou  weep'ft  not  fo  much  fof 
his  death, 

'  Dryjirrcw  drinks  our  iload.]     This  is  an  allunon  to  the  prb« 
verb  —  "  Sorrow's  dry .^     St  e  E  v  e  n  s  • 

*  —  procures  her  hither  /*]     Procures  for  hrings,  WarbURTON. 

Vol.  X.  I  As 
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As  that  the  villain  lives  which  flaugbter'd  Jiinv* .  .    .  . 

JuL  What  villain,  madam? 

La.  Cap.  That  fame  villain,  Romeo. 

Jul  Villain  and  he  arc  many  miles  afunder^ 
God  pardon  him !  I  do,  with  all  my  heart ; 
And  yet  no  man,  like  he,  doth  grieve  my  heart. 

La.  Cap.  That  is,  bqcayfc  the  traitor  murderer 
lives. 

Jul.  '  Ay,  madim,  from  the  reach  of  thefc  my 
hands  : 
*Would,  none  but  I  might  venge  my  coufin's  death ! 

La*  Cap.  We  will  have  vengeance  for  it,  fear  thou 
not: 
Thfen  weep  no  more.     I'll  fend  to  one  in  Mantua,— 
Where  th^t;  fame  banilh'd  runagate  doth  live, — 
That  fliall  beftow  on  him  fo  fure  a  draught  % 
That  he  (hall  foon  keep  Tybalt  company  2 
And  then,  I  hope,  thou  wilt  be  fatisfied. 

JuL  Indeed,  I  never,  fhall  be  fatisfied 
With  Romeo,  'till  I  behold  him — dead- 
Is  my  poor  heart  fo  for  a  kinfman  vext  :— 
M^dam,  if  you  could  find  out  but  a  man 
To  bear  a  poifon,  I  would  temper  it ; 
That  Romeo  fhould,  upon  receipt  thereof. 
Soon  fleep  in  quiet,— O,  how  my  heart  abhors 
To  hear  him  nam'd, — and  cannot  come  to  himy— * 
To  wreak  the  love  I  bore  my  coufin  Tybalt^ 
Upon  his  body  that  hath  flaughter'd  him ! 

s  jfy^  madamy  from — ]  Juliet's  equivocations  are  rather  too  art- 
ful for  a  mind  difturbed  by  the  lofs  of  a  new  lover,    Johnson. 

^  That  JhaU  heftow  an  him  fo  Jure  a  draught^  Thus  the  elder 
quarto,  which  I  have  followed  in  preference  to  the  quartos  1599 
and  1 609,  and  the  folio  1623,  which  read,  lefs  intelligibly, 

"  Shall  give  him  fuch  an  unaccuftoni'd  dram.     St ee yens. 

— -  unaccufionid  dram^  In  vulgar  language,  Shall  give  him  a 
dram  which  he  is  not  ufed  to.  Though  I  have,  if  I  miflake  not, 
obferved,  that  in  old  books  unaccujlomea  {\gm&t%  wonderful^  f^rMcr^ 
fnly  efficacious.    Johnson. 

La. 
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La.  Cap.  5  Find  thou  the  means,  and  FU  find  fuch 
a  man. 
But  now.ril  tell  thee  joyful  tidings,  girl. 

Jul.  And  joy  comes  well  in  fuch  a  needful  time : 
What  are  they,  I  bcfeech  your  ladyfhip  ? 

La.  Cap.  Well,  well,  thou  haft  a  careful  fathers 
child ; 
One,  who,  to  put  thee  from  thy  hcavincfs. 
Hath  forted  out  a  fudden  day  of  joy. 
That  thou  expeft'ft  not,  nor  I  look'd  not  for. 

Jul.  Madam,  *  in  happy  time,  what  day  is  that  ? 

La.  Cap.  Marry  my  child,  early  next  thurfday 
morn. 
The  gallant,  young,  and  noble  gentleman^ 
The  county  Pari$  7,  at  faint  Peter's  church. 
Shall  happily  make  thee  there,  a.  joyful  bride» 

Jul.  Now,  by  faint  Peter's  church,  and  Peter  too. 
He  fhall  not  make  me  there  a  joyful  bride^ 
I  wonder  at  this  haile^  that  I  muft  wed 

'  Find  thoiLt  &c.]  This  line  xra,  the  quarto  1597,  i$  given  to 
Juliet.     Steevens. 

•  — in  hapfy  time^ — ]  A  la.honne  heure.  This  phrafe  was  in- 
tojedledy  when  the  heardr  was  not  quite  fo  well  pleafed  as  the 
fpeaker.    Johnsok. 

*  ne  County.  Faris^-^^  It  is  remarked,  that  "  Paris,  though  in" 
*'  one  place  called  Earl^  is  moil  commonly  iViled  the  Countie  in  this 
"  play.  Shakefpeare  leems  to  have  preferred,  for  fome  reafon  or 
*'  other,  the  Italian  Comu  to  our  Count:  perhaps  he  took  it  from 
**  the  old  £ng}jih  novel,  from  which  he.  is  fud  to  have  tgken  his 
**  plot.** — He  certainly  did  fo :  Paris  is  there  firft  filled  a  young 
Earky  and  afterward  Counte^  Countee,  and  County*^  according  to  the 
unfettled  orthography  of  the  time. 

The  word  however  is  frequently  miet  with  in  other  writers; 
particularly  in  Fsurfax : 

**  As  when  a  captaine  doth  befiege  fome  hold, 

•*  Set  in  a  marifli  or  high  on  a  hill, 
**  And  trieth  waics  and  wiles  a  thoufand  fold, 
*•  To  bring  the  place  fubje^ted  to  his  will ; 
♦*  So  far*d  the  Countie  with  the  Pagan  boW,*  tkc. 

G^ey  of  Bulloigne^  Book  7.  Stanza  90. 

Fa&mer. 
I  %  Ere 
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Ere  he^  that  (hould  be  Jiufband,  comes  to  woo* 
I  pray  you,  tell  tny  lord  and  father,  madam^ 
I  will  not  marry  y^t;  and,  when  I  do,  I  fwcar* 
It  (hall  be  Romeo,  whom  you  know  I  hate. 

Rather  than  Paris : Thcfe  are  news  indeed ! 

La.  Gap,  Here  comes  your  father  ^    tell  him  lb 
yourfelf. 
And  fee  how  he  will  take  it  at  your  hands* 

Enfer  Capukti  and  Nuffi. 

Cap.  When  the  fun  fets,  the  air  doth  drizzle  dcUr  % 
But  for  the  fun-fct  of  my  brother's  fon. 
It  rains  downright.—— 

How  now  ?  a  conduit,  girl  ?  what,  ftill  in  tearsi 
Evermore  ftiowering  ?  Li  one  little  body 
Thou  counterfeit^^:  a  bark,  a  fea,  a  wind : 
For  ftill  thy  eyes,  which  I  may  call  the  fea^ 
Do  ebb  and  flow  with  tears ;  the  bark  thy  body  is| 
Sailing  in  this  fait  flood ;  the  winds,  thy  iighs ; 
Who, — raging  with  thy  tears,  and  they  with  them,~ 
Without  a  fudden  calm,  will  overfet 
Thy  tempcft-toflcd  body.- — Hovv  now,  wife  ? 
Have  you  delivered  to  her  our  decree  ? 

La.  Cap.  Ay,  fir;    but  Ihe  will  none,  (he  gives, 
you  thanks: 
I  would,  the  fool  were  married  to  her  grave ! 

Capk  Soft,  take  me  with  you,  take  mc  with  you^ 
wife. 
How !  will  fhe  none  ?  doth  fhe  not  give  us  thanks  ? , 
Is  (he  not  proud  ?  doth  fhe  not  couiu  her  bkft. 
Unworthy  as  fhe  is,  th^t  we  have  wrought  . 
So  worthy  a  gentleman  to  be  her  bridegroom? 

Jul.  Not  proud,  you  have  \  but  thankful,  that 
you  have : 
Proud  can  I  never  be  of  what  I  hate ; 
But  thankful  even  for  hate^  that  is  meant  love. 
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Cap.  How  now !  how  now !  chop  logick  ?  What 
is  this? 
Proud — ^s^nd^  I  thank  you — and,  I  thank  you  not—* 
And  yet  not  proud — Miftrefs  minion,  you  ^^ 
Thank  me  no  thankings,  nor  proud  me  no  prouds. 
But  fettle  your  fine  joints  *gainft  thurfday  next^ 
To  go  with  Paris  to  faint  Peter's  church. 
Or  I  will  drag  thee  on  a  hurdle  thither. 
Put,  you  green-ficknefs  carrion !  9  out,  you  baggage! 
you  tallow-face ! 

La.  Cap.  Fie,  fie !  what  are  you  mad  ? 

JuL  Good  father,  I  befeech  you  on  my  knees, 
llear  me  with  patience  but  to  (peak  a  word. 

Cap.   Hang    tl^ee,   young    baggage!   difobedient 
wretch ! 
I  tell  thee  what, — get  thee  to  church  9*  thurfday. 
Or  never  after  look  ipe  in  the  face : 
Speak  not,  reply  not,  do  not  anfwer  me ; 
My  fingers  itch. — Wife,  we  fcarce  thought  us  blcft. 
That  God  hath  fent  us  but  this  only  child ; 
But  now  I  fee  this  one  is  one  too  much. 
And  that  we  have  a  curfe  in  having  her : 
Out  on  her,  hilding ! 

Nurfe%  God  in  heaven  blefs  her  !-— 
"jTou  are  to  blame,  my  lord,  to  rate  her  fp. 

^.  Aidyit  noCfroud^  &c.]    This  line  is  wanting  id  the  folio. 

Tw  taUovj'face  i'\  Such  was  the  indelicacy  of  the  age  of 
Shakefpeare,  that  authors  were  not  contented  only  to  employ  thefe 
terms  of  abuie  in  their  own  original  performances,  but  even  felt  no 
9:elu6^ance  to  introduce  them  in  their  verfions  of  the  moil  chaftc 
and  elegant  of  the  Greek  or  Roman  poets.  Stan3rhurft,  the  tranf- 
lator  of  Virgil  in  1582,  makes  Dido  call  ^neas— — Hf^«* 
^rtf/,  cullion^  and  tar-hreechy  in  the  courfc  of  one  fpcech. 

Nay,  in  the  Interlude  of  the  Repentance  of  Mary  Magdalene^ 
f  ^67,  Mary  Magdalen  fays  to  one  of  her  attendants  : 

•*  Horefon^  \  belhrowe  your  heart,  are  you  here  \^  SrESV-ENt* 

I  3  c^ 
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Cap.    And   why,  my  lady  wifdbm?    hold  your 
tongue. 
Good  prudence  ;  fmatter  with  your  goffips,  go. 

Nurje.  1  Ipeak  no  trfeafon. 

Cap.  O,  God  ye  good  den  ! 

Nurfe.  May  not  one  fpeak  ? 

Cap.  Peace,  you  mumbling  fool! 
Utter  your  gravity  o'er  a  goffip's  bowl, 
For  here  we  need  it  not. 

La.  Cap.  You  are  too  hot. 

Cap.  God's  bread !  it  makes  me  mad :  Day,  nightj 
late,  early. 
At  home,  abroad,  alone,  in  company. 
Waking,  or  fleeping,  ft  ill  my  care  hath  been 
To  have  her  match'd  :  and  having  now  provided 
A  gentleman  of  princely  parentage, 
Of  fair  demefnes,  youthful,  and  nobly  trained. 
Stuff -d  (as'  they  fay)  with  honourable  parts. 
Proportioned  as  one's  thought  would  wilh  a  nfian,-Tr 
And  then  to  have  a  wretched  puling  fool, 
A  whining  mammet,  in  her  fortune's  tender, 
To  anfwer — ///  not  wed, — /  cannot  lovCy— 
J  am  too  young  J — /  pray  yoUj  pardon  me  •,— 
But,  an  you  will  not  wed,  Fll  pardon  you: 
Graze  where  you  will,  you  (hall  not  houfe  with  mcj 
Look  to't,  think  on'c,  I  do  not  ufe  to  jeft. 
Thurfday  is  near;  lay  hand  on  heart,  advife: 
An  you  be  mine,  I'll  give  you  to  my  friend  ; 
An  you  be  not,  hang,  beg,  ftarve,  die  i'  the  ftrects. 
For,  by  my  foul.  Til  ne'er  acknowledge  thee, 
Nor  what  is  mine  (hall  never  do  thee  good: 
Truft  to't,  bethink  you.  Til  not  be  forfworn. 

.  /  iExit,' 

Jul.  Is  there  no  pity  fitting  in  the  clouds. 
That  fees  into  the  bottom  of  my  grief  ?— 
O,  fweet  my  mother,  call  me  not  away ! 
Delay  this  marriage  for  a  month,  a  week  $ 

Or, 
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Or,  if  you  do  not,  make  the  bridal  bed 
In  that  dim  monument  where  Tybalt  lies  ». 

La.  Cap,   Talk  not  to  me,  for  V\\  not  fpeak  a 
word  J 
Do  as  thou  wilt,  for  I  have  done  with  thee.     [Exit. 

Jul.  O  God ! — O  nurfe !    how  (hall  this  be  pre- 
vented ? 
My  hulband  is  on  earth,'  my  faith  in  heaven ; 
How  Ihall  that  faith  return  again  to  earth, 
Unlefs  that  hufband  fend  it  me  from  heaven 
By  leaving  earth  ? — comfort  me,  counfel  me.-^— 
Alack,  alack,  that  heaven  fhould  praAife  flratagems 
Upon  fo  foft  a  fubjeft  as  myfelf ! — 
What  fay'ft  thou  ?  haft  thou  not  a  word  of  joy  ? 
Some  comfort,  nurfe. 

Nurfe.  *  *Faith,  here  'tis  :  Romeo 
Is  baniflied;  and  all  the  world  to  nothing. 
That  he  dares  ne'er  come  back  to  challenge  you ; 
Or,  if  he  do,  it  needs  muft  be  by  ftealth. 
Then,  fince  the  cafe  fo  ftands  as  now  it  doth, 
I  think  it  beft  you  married  with  the  county. 
Oh !  he's  a  lovely  gentleman  ! 
Romeo's  a  difh-clout  to  him ;  an  eagle,  madam^ 
Hath  not '  fo  green,  fo  quick,  fo  fair  an  eye 

'  In  that  dim  monument^  &c.J  The  modern  editors  read  dun 
monument.  I  have  replaced  <£»  from  the  old  quarto  15979  and 
the  folio.    Steevens. 

*  Faitb^  here  it  is : — ]  The  chara£ler  of  fhc  nurfe  exhibits  a 
jufl  pi^ure  of  thofe  whofe  anions  have  no  principles  for  their 
founaation. .  She  has  b^en  unfaithful  to  the  trufbrepoied  in  her 
by  Capuler,  and  is  ready  to  embrace  any  expedient  that  offers,  to 
avert  the  confequences  ot  her  firft  iniidelity.    St  e  e  v  e  n  s  • 

3  — yi  gf^fh-"]    So  the  firft    editions,    Hanmer  reads,— 7& 
hen.     Johnson. 

Perhaps  Chaucer  has  given  to, Emetrius^  in  the  KnighCsTak^ 
eyes  of  the  fame  colour : 

His  nofe  was  high,  his  eyin  bright  f/Vry;i ; 
ip  e^  of  the  hue  of  an  unripe  lemon  or  citron. 

Again,  in  the  Two  Noble  Kin/men^  by  Fletcher  and  Shakefpeare, 
A6t  5.  Sc.  f .         ««  —  oh  vouchfatc, 

**  With  that  thy  nxt green  eye,  &c.— — **    Steevens. 
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As  Paris  hath.    Be(hrew  my  very  heant^ 
I  think  you  are  happy  in  thi^Xeqond  inatch> 
For  it  excels  your  firft :  or  if  \t  did  not. 
Your  firft  is  dead ;  or  'twere  as  good  he  were, 
4  As  jiving  here  ^nd  ypy  po  lUfe  of  him. 

Jul.  Speakeft  thou  frQm  thy  iheart  ? 

Nurfe.  And  from  my  foul  too  i 
Or  elfe  ,bej(brew  them  I^Ui. 

7»/.  Apien! 

Nurfe.  Vfhixi 

Jul.  Well,  thou  haft  comforted  me  marve^lQus 
much« 
Go  in ;  and  tell  my  lady  I  am  gone. 
Having  difpleas'd  my  father,  to  Laurence'  cell. 
To  maice  conifeflion,  and  to  be  abiblv'd. 

Nurfe.  Marry,  J  will  j  and  this  is  wifely  done. 

lExif. 

Jul.  Ancient  damnation !  5  Q  jmoft  wicked  Qeo4 ! 
Is  it  more  lin — ^to  wilh  me  thus  fprfworn. 
Or  to  difpraife  my  lord  with  that  fame  tongue 
Which  Ihe  hath  prais'd  him  with  aboye  cpmpare 
So  many  thoufand  times? — ^.Go,  counfellor; 
Thou  and  my  bofotp  henceforth  fliall  be  twain.-^ 
m  to  the  friar,  to  know  his  remedy  i 
If  all  elfe  fail,  myfelf  have  power  to  die.  [£x/V. 

^  ^s  Ihi^g  ^^»«-— ]  Sir  T,  Hanmer  reads,  as  living  hence ; 
that  is^  at  a  diftance,  in  banifhment ;  but  Jbere  may  fignify,  in  this 
iUforld:    JpHKSON. 

s  4ocifnt  damttatiMf]    This  term  of  reproach  occurs  in  thp 

V  '^Qy^^iJSf^MmW  damMaiiauF      Steev^ns* 
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ACT  IV.      S  C  B^N  E    I. 

Friar  Laurences  celt. 

Enter  Friar  Laurence^  and  Paris. 

Fri.  On  thurfdoy^  fir  ?  the  dme  i$  very  Ihort. 

Par.  My  father  Capulct  will  have  it  fo; 
^  And  I  am  noriiing  flow,  to  flack  his  hafie^ 

Fri.  You  iay,  you  do  not  know  the  lady's  mind ; 
Uneven  is  the  courfe,  I  like  it  noc. 

Par.  Immoderately  flie  weeps  for  Tybalt's  death. 
And  therefore  little  have  I  talk'd  of  love  i 
£or  Venus  (miles  not  in  a  houfe  of  tears. 
Now,  fir,  her  father  counts  it  dangerous. 
That  flie  do  give  her  forrow  fo  much  fway  ; 
And,  in  his  wifdom,  haftes  our  marriage. 
To  ftop  the  inundation  of  her  tears ; 
Which,  too  much  minded  by  faerfelf  alone. 
May  be  put  from  her  by  fociety  : 
Now  do  you  know  the  reafon  of  this  hafte* 

Fri.  I  would  I  knew  not  why  it  fliould  be  flowed  i. 

I4fide. 
Look^  fir,  here  comes  the  lady  towards  my  celX 

^  And  latHj  &c.]     His  bqfie  JbaU  not  he  ahated  ^  n^Jlmuncfsi 
It  ought  be  read : 

And  I  am  nothing  flow  to  hack  bis  hafle : 
that  is,  I  am  dili^nt  to  abet  and  eiforce  his  hade.    Johnson. 

^k  was  certamly  the  author's  word,  for,  in  the  firft  edition, 
the  line  ran— 

.     .     *^  For  I  am  nothing  Jlack  to  flow  his  hafle." 
^ori  could  not  have  flood  there.    Malone. 
.  »  —  bcj2«i/</.]    So,  in  Sir  A.  Gorges*  tranflationbf  the  feconi 
hook  of  Lucan : 

<«  ■  will  you  overflow 

^<  The  fieldsi  thereby  my  march  xojkml^    Steevens. 

4       "  Ent& 
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Enter  Juliet. 

Tar.  Happily  met,  ®  my  lady,  and  my  wife ! 

Jul.  That  may  be,  fir,  when  I  may  be  a  wife. 

Par.  That  may  be,  muft  be>  love,  tih  thurfday 
next. 

Jul  What  muft  be  fhall  be. 

Friar.  That's  a  certain  text. 

Par.  Come  you  to  make  confeffion  to  this  father? 

Jul.  To  anfwer  that,  were  to  Gonfefs  to  yoUi 

Par.  Do  not  deny  to  hini,  that  you  love  me. 

JuU  I  will  confefs  to  you,  that  I  love  him. 

Par.  So  will  you,  I  am  fure,  that  you  love  me. 

Jul.  If  I  do  fo,  it  will  be  of  more  price; 
Being  fpoke  behind  your  back,  than  to  your  face. 

Par.  Poor  foul,  thy  face  is  much  abus'd  with  tears* 

Jul  The  tears  have  got  fmall  victory  by  that  \ 
For  it  was  bad  enough,  before  their  fpight. 

Par.  Thou  wrong'ft  it,  more  than  tears,  with  that 
rjeport 

yul.  That  is  no  flander,  fir,  which  is  a  truth ; 
And  what  I  fpake,  I  fpake  it^o  my  face. 

Par.  Thy  face  is  mine,  and  thou  haft  flander'd  it. 

Jul  It  may  be  fo,  for  it  is  not  mine  own, ^ 

Are  you  at  leifure,  holy  father,  now  \ 
Or  (hall  I  come  to  you  at  evening  mafs  ? 

Fri.  My  leifure  ferves  me,  penfive  daughter,  now :— . 
My  lord,  we  muft  intreat  the  time  alone. 

Par.  God  Ihield,  I  Ihould  difturb  devotion ! — 
Juliet,  on  thiirfday  early  will  I  rouze  you  : 
*Till  then,  adieu  !  and  keep  this  holy  kifs. 

{Exit  Paris. 

Jul  O,  (hut  the  door !  and  when  thou  haft  done  fo. 
Come  weep  with  me  ;  Paft  hope,  paft  cure,  paft  help ! 

•  —  wy  lady  Wwy  wife!]     As  thefe  four  firfl  lines  feem  in- 
tended to  rhyme,  perhaps  the  author  wrote  thus : 

■  my  lady  and  my  hfi !    Johnson. 

Frie9r. 
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Friar.  Ah,  Juliet,  I  already  know  thy  grief; 
It  drains  me  pad  the  compafs  of  my  wits : 
I  hear  thou  muft,  and  nothing  may  prorogue  it, 
Oti  thurfday  next  be  married  to  this  county. 

juL  TcH  me  not,  friar,  that  thou  hear'ft  of  this, 
Unlefs  thou  tell  me  how  I  may  prevent  it : 
If,  in  thy  wifdom,  thou  canft  give  no  help. 
Do  thou  but  call  my  refolution  wife,' 
And  with  this  knife  Til  help  it  prefently. 
God  join'd  my  heart  and  Romeo's,  thou  our  hands ; 
And  ere  this  hand,  by  thee  to  Romeo  feal'd. 
Shall  be  the  label  to  another  deed. 
Or  my  true  heart  with  treacherous  revolt 
Turn  to  another,  this  fhall  flay  them  both  : 
Therefore,  out  of  thy  long-expericnc'd  time. 
Give  me  fome  prefent  coiinfcl ;  or,  behold, 
'Twixt  my  extremes  and  me  this  bloody  knife 
9  Shall  play  the  umpire,  arbitrating  that 
Which  the  » commiffion  of  thy  years  and  art 
Could  to  no  iflue  of  true  honour  bring. 
Be  not  fo  long  to  fpeak ;  I  long  to  die. 
If  what  thou  fpeak'ft  fpeak  not  of  remedy. 

Friar.  Hold,  daughter ;  I  do  fpy  a  kind  of  hope. 
Which  craves  as  defperate  an  execution 
As  that  is  defperate  which  we  would  prevent. 
If,  rather  than  to  marry  county  Paris, 
Thou  haft  the  ftrength  of  will  to  flay  thyfe}f ; 
Then  is  it  likely,  thou  wilt  undertake 
A  thing  like  death  to  chide  away  this  fliame. 
That  cop'ft  with  death  himf^f  to  fcape  from  it ; 
And,  if  thou  dar*ft,  Y\\  give  thee  remedy. 
Jul.  O,  bid  roe  leap,  rather  than  marry  Paris, 

•  Shall  play  the  umpire  \ — ]     That  is,  this  knife  (hall  decide  the 
ftruggle  between  me  and  my  diftreffcs,    JbHNsoN, 

*  —  commijjion  of  thy  years  atidart^     Commijpon  is  for  authmty  or 
fo^Dxr.    Johnson, 

From 
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from  off  the  battlements  of  yonder  tawcr  * ; 
^  Or  walk  in  thievifh  ways ;  or  bid  me  lurjc 
Where  ferpents  are ^.  chain  me  with  roariqg  beai9 1 
Or  bide  me  nightly  in  ^  charnel  houfe, 
0-er-coyer'd  quite  with  dead  men's  rattling  bofiC5;| 
With  reeky  Ihapks,  ai?d  yellow  ghapleft  fcylls  ^ 
Or  bid  mc  go  into  a  new-made  grave. 
And  hide  me  w:ith  a. dead  man  in  hi$  ibrQud, 
^hipg5  tbac^  to  bear   tbcoi  tolci,  h^yc  made  m^ 

tremble; 
^nd  I  will  do  it  without  fear  or  doubt. 
To  live  an  unftain'd  wife  to  my  fweet  lov^. 

ffi^  Iiold,then;  go  home,  be  merry,  g^ve  confen^ 
To  marry  Paris  :  Wcdnefday  is  tb-i^orrow  i 
To-morrow  night  look  that  thou  lie  alone, 
J^et  not  thy  nurfe  lie  with  thee  in  thy  chamber; 
T^ke  thou  this  phial  4,  beipg  then  jn  bed, 

An4 

'  --^yonder  tower;']    Thus  the  qu^iXp  ^J9jf.    All  otb^v 
^cient  copies — of ^w  tower*    SxEEveris. 
?  Or  chain  mcy  &c.  J 

Pr  waDc  in  thie^iih  ways,  or  bid  me  \^ 
Where  ferpeots  are;  cha^n  me  with  roaring  bears, 
Or  hide  me  nightly,  &c. 
It  is  thus  the  editions  vary.     Pope . 

My  edition  has  the  words  which  Mr.  P<^  has  faoAtxiA ;  but  th^ 
pld  copy  feemsin  this  place  preferable;  only  peduifiB  we  might 
better  read, 

Where  .^wtfg'^?  bears  and  roaring  lions  roam*  •  Johns  on, 

J  have  inferred  the  lines  which  Pope  omitted;  for  which  I  muft 

pflfer  this  (hort  apology :   in  the  lines  rfcjedted  by  him  we  meet 

Y'i^  three  diftindt  ideas,  fuch  a^  may  be  fuppofed  to  excite  tepor 

.  in  a  woman,  for  one  that  is  to  be  found  in  the  others*    ']['he  line^ 

now  omitted  are  thefe : 

Or  chain  me  to  fome  ftcej^  mountain's  top, 
Where  roaring  bears  and  favage  lions  rqam  \  -  > 
Or  fliut  me-rrr-      Steevens. 
4  Take  thou  this  pbial^^c.']     t^^us  P^iuUrU  PJace  tf  PUt^wre^ 
fom.  ii.  ^.  237.    ^'  Beholde  heere  I  give  thee  a  viole,  &c.  dripk  iq 
puch  as  IS  contained  therein.    And  then  you  (hall  feele  a  certaine 
]^|}d^  of  pleaf^t  fl^j^pe,  which  incrochipg  by  litle  and  iitle  all  the. 

part^ 
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And  tbit  diftiiledf  liqoop  drink  thou  off: 
When,  prefcntlf,  through  alt  thy  veins  (halt Hift  4. 
k  cold  and  drovrfy^  hiimour,  whidi^lhaU  fcaze; 
Each  vital  f^irit;:  for  no^poifc- (hulli beep 
Bis  naturab  pit^nsisj.  but  fimieafe  to  beat  i 
No  warmtHi  no  brefatb^  l&all  tei^ify  thou  liv^Il  |  ' 
The  rofes  in.  thy.  lips  md  cheeks  fhall  fade 
To.paiyr  afttes.;  thy  eyes?  wmttovrs'feily  ^ 
L^e;  death,  when  he  (hues  up  tfaedtty  of  llfb^^ 
JEach  part,  deprived,  of  fupplo  goverftnrjent, 
Shalliftiif^  and  Aark^  and  cold  appear  like  deatli^t 
Aiidiin  this  bdrro^rHlikeiw^  of  fllrUnk«dda^ 
Thou  ihaltc  remain  •  full  t9fo  and  forty  hour^v 
And  then  awake  asr  from  af  pldafant  fl^« 
Now  wbenr' the  brtdegrqpm  ^  ih  •  tbt  morniurg-  cdmISi 
To  roufe  thee  from  thy  bed,  there  art  thou  dead  i 
Tkeii;(aa  the  manner  of  our  country-  is) 
^  In  thy  bcft  robes  uncovered  on  the  bier^ 

*rh()U 

parts  of  your  bd^fy,  wil  coftftrairi  tlieril  in  (Sch  wift,  as  unmoveii- 
blc  they  fhal  remaine :  and  by  not  d«ing  their  accuflomed  duties, 
(hall  loofe  their  natural  feeling,  aBd-ydu^ide  in  fuch  extaiie  the 
fpace  of  xl  houi'es  at  the  leail,  without  any  beating  of  poulfe  or 
other  pOKQpcibltfnoCfoni  which  {haltYo^jfbliine' them- tha^come  tcl 
fee  you,  as  ihey  will  jodgc  you  to"*  be  dead,  and  according  to  tjie 
cuibme  of  ouc^citio^-.  you  ^aU  -be  c^riet)  -ta  the*  churohy^d  harc^  by 
bur  churchy  when  you  (hall  be  intomfted  ii\  the  common  monument 
bf  the  Capjellefs  your  anceftors,  &c."    St e even s . 
'  '^^hroitgh^aU  thy  veins  Jhailrun 
A  cold  and  drow^  humour i\.    The  firft  edition  in  1^95^,.  ila<  4 
in  general  been  here  followed,  except  only,  that  inftead  of  a  coU 
tttd  dronnfy  humoury^  wc  there  find  —  *  a  dull  and-  hetfH^  Jlumber! 

Malone* 
*  In  fiy  hfi  rohes  Uncovered  on  the  hkr^  Between  this  line  and 
the  next,  the  quartos  1599,  1609^  and  the  firfl  folio,  introduce  thi$ 
following  verfc,  which  the  poet  very  probably  had  flruck  out  on 
his  revifil,  becaufe  it  is  quite  utMieceffary,  as  the  fenfe  of  it  is  re- 
peated, and  as  it  wilt  not  conne£l  with  either : 

Be  borne  to  burial  in- thy  kimhed's  grave. 
Had  Virgil  lived  to  have  revifed  his^neid^  he  would  haijily  iiav(J 
Pp'nitted  both  of  the  foUowing  lines  to  remain  in  his  text : 

«  At 
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Thou  (halt  be  borne  to  that  fame  ancient  vault. 
Where  all  the  kindred  of  the  Capulets  lie. 
In  the  mean  time,  againft  thou  ihalt  awake. 
Shall  Romeo  by  my  letters  know  our  drift ; 
And  hither  (hall  he  come ;  7  and  he  and  I 
Will  watch  thy  waking,  and  that  very  night 
Shall  Ron>€o  bear  thee  hence  to  Mantua. 
And  this  fhall  free  thee  from  this  prefent  (h^me; 
•  If  no  unconftant  toy,  nor  womanifii  fear. 
Abate  thy  valour  in  the  a6ting  it. 

JuL  Give  me,  O  give  me !  tell  me  not  of  fear. 

Fri.  Hold ;  get  you  gone,  be  ftrong  and  profperous 
In  this  refolve :  I'll  fend  a  friar  with  fpeed 
To  Mantua,  with  my  letters  to  thy  lord. 

Jul.  Love,  give  me  flrength !  and  ftrength  fhall 
help  afford. 
Farcwel,  dear  father!  \ExeunU 


S    C    E    N    E        IL 

Capukfs  houft. 

Enter  Capulety  Lady  Capulet^Jfurfir^  and  Servant f. 

Cap.  So  many  gucfts  invite  as  here  are  writ. 
Sirrah,  go  hire  me  twenty  cunning  cooks. . 

Serv.  You  (hall  have  none  ill,  fir ;  for  Til  tjy  if 
they  can  lick  their  fingers. 

"  At  Fienus  obfcuro  gradientcs  aeVc  fepfit ; 
**  Et  raulto  nebulae  circum  dea  fudit  ami^u.'* 
The  aukward  repetition  of 'the  nominative  cafe  in  the  fecond  of 
them,  feems  to  decide  very  dtron^y  agiunft  it.    Srstt  vens. 
^  ■  ■  ami  b€  and  I 

Will  'ojatch  th^  wdking^'^X     Thefc  words  are  not  in  tlic 
folio.    Johnson. 

*  Jfno  unconftant  i(jy^ — ]     If  no  jic\U  freaky  no  light  cufrictj  no 
change  qffancy^  hinder  the  performance.    Johnson. 

Capm 
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Cap.  How  canft  thou  try  them  fo  ? 

Serv.  Marry,  fir,  'tis  an  ill  cook  that  cannot  lick 
his  own  finger^ :  therefore  he,  that  cannot  J^ck  his  fin- 
gcA,  goes  not  wjth  m?. , ,  • 

Cap.  Go,  begone.—  {Exit  ^Servant. 

We  fliall  Iff  nauch  unfurnifh'd  for  this  time.-— 
What,  is  my  daughter  gone  to  friar  Laurence  ? 

Ntdrfe.  Ay^'forfooth, 

Cap.  Well,  he  niay  chance  to  do  fome  good  on  her: 
A  pecvifh  felf-wiird  harlotry  it  is. 

Entn  Juliet. 

Nurfe.  Sc^,  where  fhe  comes  from  fhrift^  with 
merry  look. 

Cap.  Hbw  now,  my  "head-ftrong  ?  where  have  you 
been  gadding? 

Jul.  -Where  I  have  learnt  me  to  repent  the  fia 
Of  difobedient  oppofition 
To  you,  and  your  beheils  j  and  am  enjoin'd 
By  holy  Laurence  to  fall  proftrate  here, 
Atid  bicg  your  pardon  : — Pardon,  I  befeech  you ! 
Henceforward  I  am  ever  rOl*d  by  you. 

Cap.  ^end  for  the  county ;  go,  tell  him  of  this ; 
rU  have  thi^  kmM  knit  up  to** morrow  morning. 

Jul.  I  met  the  youthful  lord  at  Laurence'  cell ; 
And  gave  hinji  what  becomed  love  I  might. 
Not  ftcpping  o'er  the  bounds  of  modefty. 

Cap.  Why,  I  am  glad  on't ;  this  is  well,  (land  up : 

This  is  as't  ftxould  be. Let  xtit  fee  the  county ; 

Ay,  marry,  go,  I  fay,  and  fetch  him  hither. — 

•  — fir0»  fktifti  i.  c.  from  confcfl^>»,)    So,  ia  the  Meny  Dwii 

•*  Ay,  like  a  wench  comes  roundty  to  htrjhrjfin^ 
In  the  old  Moxali^  of  E*uety  Mtu^  hi.  L  no  date,  confeffion  it 
perfonified : 
0        **  Now  I  pray  you  Jbrijie^  mother  of  lalvacyon.*' 

7  Steevknsv 

Now^ 
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Now,  afore  God;  this  rfeVerdid  hbly  friar^j 
» All^otar  whole  dity  isr  much  bound  to  hiin: 

yat  ^Furfe,  will  you  go  with  me  into  tt^y  dbttt^ 
To  help  mc  fort  fuch  needful  ornaments 
As^  you*  think  fit  to  furnlfh  mc  to-morrow? 

La.  Cap.  Wo,    not  'till  thurfday ;   there  Is  tinic' 

enough* 
Cap.  Go,  nurfe,,  go  with  her :— we'li^  to  church 
^  to^notrow.        \^ixhnryklleryandj^tiffe4. 

La.  Cap.  *  We  (hall  be  (hort'iri  our  provffioh'j 
*Tis  now  near  night. 
,    Cap.  Tufh  !  I  will  ftir  about. 
And  all  things  (ball  be  well,  T  warraht  thee,  ifidftf  5 
Go  thou  to  Juliet,  help  to  deck  Up  her ; 
I'll  not  to  bed^^nighc;^ — let  me  alone;- 
I'll  play  the  houfewife  for  this  once^ — iWhat,  ho !— ? 
They  are  all  forth  :  WcU^  I  will  walk  myfdP 
To  county  Paris,  to  prepare  him  up 
Againft  to-mortow  :  my  he^rt  is  wondrous  li^t^ 
Since  this  fame  way  ward' girl  is  fo-rcclaim-d.- 

lE9^unt  Capulet,  and  ladjr^Capukt^ 

SCENE        HI. 

Juliei's  Chamber. 

Enter  Jftlietyand  NurfeK 

Jul.  Ay,  thofe  attires  are  beft: — But,  gentle  nur(c# 
rpray  thee,  leave  me  to  myfelf  to-ni^t ; 

?  Allovr^Johok  ci^'zsJTtuch  hffundto'himi\  Thus  the  folio  and*" 
the  quartos  15^9  and  1609.    The  oldefl  quarto  reads,  I  think, 
naore  grammatically:  J 

AUour  whole  city  is  much.bound  unto.    Steevens* 
'^  Wejhdlhejhort — ]   That  is,  we  (hall  be  ^^rt^^.    Johnson^ 
3  Enter  Juliet^  aTidNurJe J]  Infleadof  the  next  fpeech^  the  qttiftO' 
1597,  fupplies  the  following  fhort  dialogue : 

Nurfi.  Come,  come,  what  need  ybu-anie  thing  elfc  ? 
JuUet^  Nothing  good  nurfe,  but  leave  me  to  myfel% 
Nurfe.  Well  there's  axleane  fmocke  uncter  your  pillow,  and  fo. 
goodnight*    Steevews*  . 

Foi^ 
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4  For  I  have  oced  of  many  orifons 

To  move  the  heavens  td  foiile  upon  my  ftare, 

*Which,  WfcU  thdu  knoVft,  h  fcroft  ahd  full  of  finf, 

EniiT  Lady  taptitei. 

hu  Cap.  What^  are  you  bufy  ?  do  yoia  Heed  nty 

hdp? 
Jul  No,  madam ;  we  have  cuH'd  fuch  heceffarie* 
As  are  behoyeful  for  our  ftate  to  mdrtow  : 
So  pleafe  you,  let  me  how  be  left  alone. 
And  let  the  nurfe  this  night  fit  up  with  you  j 
For,  I  am  fure,  you  have  your  hands  full  all^ 
Id  thii  fd  fudden  bufirfefs* 
La.  Cap.  Good  night !  ^ 
ioet  thee  to  bed^  and  reft  i  for  ttiou  ha(i:  H^ed; 
I  [Exeunt  Laifyi  and  Nutfii 

^        Juli  ^Farilwcl  I— «^^i^God  knows^    when  we  (ball 
,  fftcet  dgain;         , 
1  liavii  a  faint  cold  fear  thrills  througti  my  Veins, 
That  almoft  frecises  up  the  h^at  of  life : 
rll  call  thins  back  again  to  comfort  me  5-^^-.^^ 
Niirfc  !-^What  fhould  Ihe  db  hfcre  ? 
.  My  difihai  fcen^  I  needs  muft  aft  alone,-— 

Come,  phiaL 

What  it  this  ttiixturc  do  hot  work  at  all  ^  ? 

Sfiall 

*  Forlhmk  n^^  &Ci3    Juliet  plays  mod  df  her  prahkt  unde^ 

tappclarance  of  Religion  :  perhaps  Shakcfpeare  meant  to  punilh 
h^crify.    Johnson.  ^ 

^  Farevjei!  &r.]     Xiiis  fpeecti  received  cbniiderable  additiolis 
after  the  eider  copy  ^tas  publUhed.    Sts£  vens. 

•  Whiit  if^  this  mixtUrt  d4  not  <work  at  allfj  So,  in  PmntH^s 
Palace  of'  Pkajitre^  torn*  ii.  p^  239.  **— but  what  know  I  (fayd 
ihe)  whether  the  operation  of  this  poyder  will  be  to  foone  or  to 
late,  or  not  correfpondent  to  the  due  time,  and  thfttirrj^attke  betn^ 
difeovered,  I  ihall  retoaync  a  jeiting  ftockc  and  fable  tO  the  peo« 
pic  >  whilt  know  I  moreover,  if  the  f^rpents  and  other  venomous 
And  crauling  wormes,  which  commonly  frequent  the  graves  and 
pities  of  <he  earth,  will  hurt  me  thinkyng  that  I  am  dead  ?  But 
how  frail  I  indure  the  lliache  df  fd  many^  carions  and  bones  of 

Voi.  Xi  K  '  mynt 
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7  Shall  J  of  force  be^  marrfca  to  the  count  ?— 
No,  no;— this  fhall  !forbid  it :— lie  thou  there*?.- — -^ 

[Laying  down  adhggeh 
What  if  it  be  a  poifois  whieh  the  -friar 
Subtly  hath  miniller'd  to  have  me  dead  5 
^JLeft  in  this  marriatge  We  ftiouid  be  diftion^Jaf^d^ 
Becaufe  he  married  me  before  tb  Roftieo  ? 
I  fc^r,  itis :  land  yet,  itiefhmfcs^  4t  ftkculd  hbt^ 
For  he  hfttti  ftilt  been  ttfed  'aiit^ly  m)axi : 
9 1  will  not  entertain  fo  bad  ?a  thobgbt.-^^— i**- 
How/if,  when  I  am  laid  into  the  tombi 
I  wake  befotie  the  tSitfe  that  Romeo  , 

Come  to  redeem  me  ?  there^s  a  fearful  potsil ! 
Shall  I  not  then  be  ftifled  in  the  vault, 
To  whofe  foul  trtourh  no  hcalthfome  ^ir  breathes  iiij 
Atid  there  liie  ftrahgled  ere  my  Romeo  comes  ?  j 

.  Or,  if  I  dive,  is  ir not  very  like, 
The  Horrible  conceit  of  death  and  night, 

myne  aunceftbfs  whidi  reft  in  the  grave,  if  by  fortune!  I  do  awakci 
be  tore  Hxnneo  and  frier  Laurence  doe  coine  to  hcJp  me  ?  Atid  as 
{he  was  thus  plunged  in  the  deepe  contenoplation  of  things,  ihe 
thought  that  (he  favve  a  certaine  vifion  or  faniie  of  her  coulin 
Thibault,  in  the  very  fame  fort  a?  fhe  fawe  him\vtou6ded  afid  im- 
brued with  blood ;  kcJ*    Steevens, 

7  Shall  r  cf force  he  married^  to  the  count  f'\^  Thiit  the   eldeft 
qimrto.     Succeeding  quartos  and  the  folio  read : 

Shall  I  be  married  then  to-morrow  morning?  Steevens; 
'  • ' — -Uc  tifou  there,  '  Lc^img  Honi^n  a  'dagger,"]  This  ilage-dif edtion 
has  b^en  ftrpp^ed  by  the  modern  editors.  The  quarto,  15(97^ 
reads :  '*  —  Kfiife^  Ue  thou  there."  It  appears  from  fe\'eral  paf- 
fages  in  our  oid  pl^jrs,  that  kninjes  vvere  tbi*merly  part  bf  the  ac- 
Cputrenxcuts  of"a  bride ;  and  every  thing  heho^eful  f6r'JuHet*s  Jiatt 
had  jitft'  been  left  with  her.  So,  in  Decker's  Ma;}ri»  me  in  Londwti 
1631: 

"  See  at  my  ginlle  hang  my  redding  knifes  /** 
K^XTiyVa  King  Rdvoard"^,  1599: 

"  Here  by  my  fide  do  hang  my  'v^cdding  kmws : 
**  Take  thou  the  one,  and  with  it  kill  thy  queen, 
"  And  with  the  other,  Til  difpatch  my  love.**  STfifiv£NSJ 
•  /  nxjiUnot  entertain  fo  had  a  thought,']     'I'his  line  I  have   re- 
ftofed'from  the  quarto,  i597«     SfEfivENs;    • 

""   "Tdgcthcr 
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T^ogether  with- the  terror -of  ihe  place, — -— 

'As  in  a  vault,  lan  ancient  receptacle. 

Where,  i"pr  tbefe  many  hundred  years,  the  bones 

Of  all  my  burkd  anceftors  are  ,pack*d  j 

Whcrebloody  Tybalt,  y^t  but  greeri  in  earth  % 

Lies  fcftring  3.in  his  ihroud  ;  where,  as  they  fay^ 

At  foirie  hours  in  tjie  night  Spirits  refort  ;— 

Alack,  alack  !  4  is  it  not  like,  that  I, 

Sojearly  wakiijg, — ^what  with  loatjifooie  fmells.; 

And  ihrieks  like  mandrakes  torn  out  of  the.  earth, 

^faat  living  mortals,  hearing  them  5,  run  mad — -i 

^  As  in  a  nfttultt  &c.]  This  idea  was  probably  fuggeftcd  to  our 
poet  by  his  aative  plaeie.  'the  charnel  at  Stratford  upon  Avon 
is  a  very  large  one,  and  perhaps  contains  a  greater  number  of  bones 

»tlum  are  to  be  found  iii  any  other  repofitor)'  of  the  fame  kind  ia 
England. — I  was  furriiftied  with  this  obfervation  by  Mr.  Murphy, 
whofe  very  elegant  arid  fpirited  defence  of  Shakefpeare  againft  the 
criticifms  of  Voltaire,  is  one  of  the  leaft  confiderable  out  of  many 
favours  which  he  has  conferred  on  the  literary  world.    Ste  evens* 

*  — greefi  in  earih^^'u  e.^fi:e(h'in  ^arth^  newly  buridi*  .  So|  m 
Ihmkt: 

.  i«  ^  of  our  deaf  brother's  death, 
**  The  memory  be  green. 
Again,  In  the  Opportunity^  by  Shirley : 
*'  -^  I  am  but 
**  G?ref«  in  my  honours.^     Steevens.       .. 
'  Lies^r/wj-^]  To^^r  is  to  corrupt.     ^Q^v^K.EJl^xardlli. 

^599  = 

«*  Lillics  thdt  j^^r  fmcll  fkr  worfe  than  Weeds," 
This  line  likewife  occurs  in  the  94th   Sonnet  of  Shakefpeardi 
The  play  of  E^wdrJllU  has  been  afcribed  to  him.    StEEVENSi 

*  — i/>  //  not  likey  that  /]  This  fpeeCh  is  contufed,  and  incon*^ 
l^uential,  .accordii>g  to  the  diforder  of  Juliet's  mind.     JoHNSObf • 

*  — ;  run  mdd'^']    So,  in  Webftcr's  Dut chefs  ofMalJ^^  ibzj  i 
**  I  have  this  night  dig'd  up  a  nianidrak'e^ 
*'  And  am  grarjon  tttad  with  c;" 

80,  in  The  AtheiJTs  Tragedy^  1 6 1  i  : 

**  The  cries  of  mandrakes  nqvdr  touch'd  the  eat" 
"  With  more  fad  horror,  than  that  voice  does  miae.'^ 
Again,  in  A  Chriftian  turned  Turk^  1612: 

,;     **  ril  rather  give  an  ear  to  the  black  fiirieks 
,     ^     ^^  0£  mandrakes^'  d>LC. 
^gain,  in  Ariftippus^  or  the  Jovial  Philofopher : 

*'  This  is  the  mandrake^ s  voice  that  undoes  me."  StEi  vEfJSi 

K  a  0( 
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O !  if  1  wake,  (hall  I  not  be  diftraughc  ^, 
Environed  with  all  thefe  hideous  fears  ? 
And  madly  play  with  my  forefathers'  joints  ? 
And  pluck  the  mangled  Tybalt  from  his  (hroud  If 
And,  in  this  rage,  with  fome  great  kinfman's  bone. 
As  with  a  club,  da(h  out  my  defperate  brains  ? 
O,  look !  methinks,  I  fee  my  coufin's  ghoft 
Seeking  out  Romeo,  that  did  fpit  his  body 
Upon  a  rapier's  point : — Stay,  Tybalt,  day  ! — 
Romeo,  I  come !  this  do  I  drink  to  thee. 

[She  S brows  berftlf  on  the  itd. 

SCENE        IV. 
CapuUCs  hall. 

Enter  haif  Capukt^  and  Nurfe. 

l^.  Cap.  Hold,  take  thefe  keys,  and  fetch  more^ 

fpices,  nurfe. 
Nurfe.  They  call  for  dates  and  quinces  in  the  paftry* 

Enter  Capulef. 

Cap.  Come,  (lir,  ftir,  ftir  T  the  fecond  cock  hath 
crow'd, 
7  The  curfeu  bell  hath  rung,  *tis  three  o'clock : — 

•  --.-  be  iltftruught.']    Dlfiraught  is  diftra^cd.    So,  in  Drayton^ 
Pofjfolbiotty  SoDg  lo : 

.  ,  **  Is,  for  that  river's  fake,  near  of  his  wits  Jlfirm^hC* 
Again,  in  Spcnfcr'x  Fajeiy  ^en^  B*  i.  C.  9 : 

««  What  frantic  fie,  quoth  be,  hath  thus  Jifirat^bt^  icc^ 

St££  ¥£»-». 
^  7^  curfeu  Ml'^]    I  know  not  that  the  morning«beU  is  calied 
fitc.curfh^  in  any  other  place.    Johnson* 

The  curfiw  bell  was  rung  at  nine  in  the  evening;  as  afrpeaxm 
60111  a  pafll^e  in  the  Merry  J>evil  of  Edmonton^  1626 : 

•*  —  well  *tis  turn  o  dock,  'tis  time  to  ring  curfivj^ 

Stevens. 
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Look  to  the  bak'd  meats^  good  Angelica : 
Spare  not  for  coft. 

liurfi.  Go,  you  cot-quean^  go. 
Get  you  to  bed ;  *faicb,  you*ll  be  Tick  to-morrov\r 
For  this  night's  watching. 
Cap.  No,  not  a  whit ;  What !  I  have  watched  ere 
now 
All  night  for  a  lefs  caufe,  and  ne'er  been  ficH* 
La.  Cap.  Ay,  you  have  been  a  moufe-hunt  ^  in  your 
time ; 
But  I  will  watch  you  froth  fuch  watching  now. 

[Exeunt  Lady  Capfikt^  and  Nurfe. 
Cap.  A  jealous-hood,  a  jealous- hood  !^-Now,  fellow. 
What's  there? 

Enter  three  or  four  ^  witbfptts^  and  logj,  and  hafltets. 

Serv.  Things  for  the  cook^  fir ;  but  I  know  noU 
what.  .        .  , 

Cdp.  Make  hade,  make  hafte.    Sirrah,  fetch  drier, 
log's; 
Call  Peter,  he  will  Ihew  thee  where  they  are, 

Serv.  I  have  a  head,  (ir,  that  will  find  out  logs, 
And  never  trouble  Peter  for  the  matter.  [Exit. 

Cap.  'Mai's,  and  well  faid ;  A  merry  whorefon !  ha, 
Thou  fhalt  be  logger-head. — Good  faith,  'tis  day : 
The  county  will  be  here  with  mufick  ftraight, 

[Mujick  witbm* 
For  fo  he  faid  he  would,     I  hear  him  near :  — — ^ 
Nurfe  ! — Wife ! — what,  ho  ! — what,  Nurfe,  I  fay  !    . 

Enter  Nurfe. 
Go,  waken  Juliet,  go,  and  trim  her  up ; 

'  '^vnmuji^bunb^l    It  appears  from  a  paifage  in  Hamlet^  that 
mcufe  was  once  a  term  of  endearment  applied  to  a  woman ; 

*^  Finch  wanton  on  your  cheek,  call  you  his  moufi^**       .% 
•  Stseveks. 
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ril  go  and  chat  with^  Paris : — Hte,  makt;  haftfe^ 
Make  hafte  !  the  bridegroom  he  is  come  alreadjr'l 
Make  hafte,  I  fay  !  , 

S    C    E    N    E     V. 

Julie fs  Chamier%  Juliet  on  the  Bed. 

Enter  Nurfe. 

Nuffi,  MiftiTfe!~wh«imifti^fs!->Julict!— faft, 

L  warrant  her ; — 
Why,  lamb ! — why,  lady  !— fie,  you  fl^g-^hetfjr^. 
Why,  love,  I  fay  ! madam  !  fwcet-heart ! — 

why.  Bride !- 

Whati  ngt  a  word  ? -you  take  your  pemjyworjths 

now;  '    * 

S^leep  for  a  week  j  for  the  next  night,  1  warrant, . 
The  county  Paris  hath  9  fet  up  his  reft,  '    '  ' 

That  you  (hall  reft  but  little.— God. forgive  mCf 
(Marry,  and  amen  ?)  how  found  is  Ihe  aueep  ! 
I  /n'uft  needs  wak.e  her : — Madam  I  madam !  *  nljdarti  I 
Ay,  let  the  county  take  you  in  your  bed; 
ricMI  fright  you  Mp,  i*faith. — Will  it  not  be?* 
What,  drcft!  and  in  your  clothes !  and" down  again  1 

•  -r-^/  up  his  rfft^l  This  expreffiop,  which  is  frequently  cm- 
ployed  by  the  old  dramarick  writers^  is  taken-from  the  inanaer  of 
firing  the.harquebufs*  Tli)9-w.as  fo  heavy^a  guu«  that  the  ipldiers 
were  obliged  to  carry  a  fupporter  called  a  reft^  which  they  fixed  in 
the  ground  before  they  levelled  to  take  aim.  Decker  ufes  it  in  his 
comedy  of  Old  forifmatus^  1600  :  '*  —  fet  your  heafi  at  refk,  for 
I  h^yc  Jet  up  try  rtfi^  that  unlefs  you  can  run  fwifter  than  ^  hart^ 
Home  you  go  not.**  The  fame  ezpreffioir  occurs  in  Si^auipoiST 
and  Fletcher's  Elder  BrBther : 

**    .'        M^  reft  is  tipy 

,  *♦  Nor  wiU  I  go  lefs " 

See  Mont&ucon's  Jii<marchie  Franpijk^  tom.T.  phte48; 

•  Steevens, 
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I  piuft  needs  w^k©  yog,:— Lady !  UcJy  !  l^dy !, 
AJa»!  aia^Si ^— 'Help !  hcjp!  my  lady's  dead!-r— - 
0,  well-a»day,,  tb^t  eveijl  was  born  !-^ 
Spmc  aqu^rv;!;^.,  boI-r^Mjf  lord;! — n^y  l?idy.l 

fuu  Cap,  \Khaii.  noife  is.  here  l 

Nurfe.  O  lamentable  day  ! 

La.  Cap.  Wha^s  thp  master  I 

JXurft.  Lopk,  look!  O* heavy  d^y  ! 

La.  Cap^  O  mc,  O.  rac ! — my  child,  my  only  life! 

Revive,  look  up,  oi;  1  will  die  with  chfle!'.- ?. 

(lelp)  bfiJpLH*call  bslp. 

MnfeT'  CapuJeL 

Cdp%  For  Ihame,  bring  Juliet  forth ;  her  lord  i^ 

cpme, 
NurfCf,  Sh$'^  ^e^d^  dgccas'd,  (he's  dead ;  alack  thi: 

day  J  .     ^ 

^k  Gap.  Al^k  thfi  day  I  (he's  dead,  (he's  dead, 

'  fte's  dead. 
Cap.  Ha!  let  q^e  fef  heir: — Out,  alas !  (he*s  cold^j 
Her  blood  i^  fettled,  and  her  joints  are  ftifF; 
life  afSid  t{i?fe  Ijps  have  long  been  fcparat^d ; 
Death  lies  on  her,  likp  an  untimely  froft 
Upon  tjiq  fweeteft  'flower  of  all  the  field. 
Accyrfcd  time  I  v^nfortunate  ojd  rnan !    ' 
Nurfe.  Q  lamentaible  day  ! 
La^  Cap.  O  wc^ful  time  I 

Cap.  Deaths  that  hath  ta*en  h^r  hepce  to  niake  mc 
wail. 
Ties  up  my  tongue,  and  will  not  let  me  fpeak. 

Enter  Friar  Laurence^  anji  Paris,  with  Muficians. 

Fri.  Come,  is  the  bridq  ready  to  go  to  churchj( 
'Qap.  Ready  to  go,  biit  never  to  return  ;  — 
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«  O  fon,  the  nigbt  before  thy  wedding  day 

Haih  dpath  lain  ^jth  thy  bride  *  :r— Sep,  there  Ihc  licit 

flower  as  fhe  was,  deflowerieci  nqw  by  him  % 

^  peach  IS  my  fon-in  law,  death  is  my  heir  j 

]VIy  daughter  he  hath  wedded !  I  will  die, 

^nd  leave  him  ail ;  life  leaving,  all  is  death's. 

Par.  Have  I  thought  )Qng  tq  fee  this  qiprning'^ 
face «,  . 

And  doth  it  give  me  fuch  a  fight  as  this  ? 

La.  Cap.  Accurs-d,  unhappy,  wretched,  hateful  day  I 
M  )ft  miferable  hour,  that  time  e'er  faw 
In  lading  labour  of  his  pilgrimage ! 
But  one,  poor  one,  one  poor  and  loving  child|  / 
But  one  thing  to  rejoice  and  folace  in. 
And  cruel  death  hath  catch'd  it  from  my  fight. 
.   Nur/e.  ^  Q  wq^ !  p  wpeful,  wpefiil,  yfOcUA  day  I 

?  O  fifty  ihe  mght  hefhre  thy  wedding  day 
Hatk  dei\th  laip  with  fhy  wj/^,-— J     Euripides  ba»  fpf»rted  ijrith 
|hi8  thbughr  hi  the  fame  manner.  '  Iphig.  in  Auf*  ver.  460. 

?*  *A4j«  My/<tf«ioiiu,*Wf(UpEtf(r#»Ti;Ca,V*  Sir  W.  RaWLIN&QK. 
*  Hath  death  lain  with  thy  bride  :'\     Perhaps  this  line  is  coarfcly 
jridiculed  in  Decker'*  Satir&mq/lix :  ' 

"  Dead;  (he's  deatWs bride ;  hp hatb  her  maidenhead.'* 

'    '  '  .  Steev'ens. 

5  Flovi^r  4sjllfe  waSf  deflowered  now  hy  him»'\  This  jingle  was 
1:0m mon  to  other  writers  ;  and  among  the  reft,  to  Greene>  in  his 
Chreem  in  Conceipt  1598:  "-^— -a  garden-houfe  having  round 
^bout  it  many^fouvri,  and  within  it  mucji  d^owringj*  Collins, 
4  Death  is  my  finUn-law^  &c,]  The  remaining  part  of  tlic 
0»eech  I  have  reftored  from  the  quarto,  1 609.    St e E  v e  n s . 

s  .-^  mornings  face ^  The  quarto,  1597,  continue  tl^  ipeech  of 
|*aris  tbus :  :      .  . 

And  doth  it  now  prefent  fuch  prodigies  \. 
Accurll,  i|nhappy^  miferable  man. 
Forlorn,  forlaken,  deflitute  I  am.; 
B>  rn  to  the  world  to  be  a  (lave  in  it ; 
t)itlreft,  rcmedil^fs,  unfortunate. 
O  heavens !  Oh  nature !  wherefore  did  you  make  me. 
To  live  fo  viK  fo  wretchc^d  as  \  (hall  \    S-iceeyens. 
f  O.  woe!  oh  wpe^aly  ^cJ]    Thi^  fpeech  of  exclamations  is  not  ia 
the  edition  above-atcd.    Several  other  pvts,  uiuieceifary  or  tauto-j 
logy,  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  faid  edition  ;  which  occa&ons  thQ 
variation  in  this  from  the  cdmmon  books.    Pope. 
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M^^tnentable  day!  moft  woeful  day. 

That  ever,  ever,  I  did  yet  behold ' 

0  day !  O  day !  O  day  !  O  hateful  day ! 

Never  was  feen  fo  black  a  day  as  this: 

0  woeful  day,  O  woeful  day ! 
/Par.  Beguird,  divorced,  wronged,  fpighted^  (lain  I 

^oft  detettable  death,  by  thee  beguiPd, 

By  cruel  cruel  thee  quite  overthrown  ! 

0  lovic!  O  life! — not  life,  but  love  in  death ! 
Cap.  Dcfpis'd,  diftreffcd,  hated,  m^rtyr'd,  kiffd!— 

Uncomfortable  time !  why  cam*ft  thou  now 

To  murder  murder  our  fokmnity  ? 

0  child 4  O  child! — my  foul,  and  not  my  child!--*  * 
Dead  art  thou ! — alack  I  my  child  is  dead ; 
And,  with  my  child,  my  joys  arc  buried ! 
Fri.   7  Peace,  ho,  for  fliame!    confufion's  cure 
lives  not 
In  thefe  confufions.     Heaven  and  yourfelf 
Had  part  in  this  fair  maid  ;  now  heaven  hath  all^ 
And  all  the  better  is  it  for  the  maid  : 
Your  part  in  her  you  could  not  keep  from  death; 
fiut  heaven  keeps  his  part  in  eternal  life. 
The  moft  you  fought  was — her  promotion ; 
For  'twas  your  heaven,  (he  Ihould  be  advanc*d: 
And  weep  ye  now,  feeing  (he  is  advanced. 
Above  the  clouds,  as  higji  as  heaven  itfelf  ? 
0,  in  this  love,  you  love  your  child  fo  ill^ 
That  you  run  mad,  feeing  that  Ihe  is  well : 
ghc*s  not  well  marry'd,  that  lives  marry'd  longj 

^  Peace^  hoyfirjhame^  confufions :  care  Uws  not 

In  thefi  ceKfvfims,'\  This  fpcech,  though  it  contains  good 
CHriftian  doctrine,  though  it  is  pcrfcdly  in  charader  tor  the  Fviar, 
Mr.  Pope  has  cUnaileci  to  little  or  nothing,  becaute  it  has  not  the 
fan^Hon  of  the  firft'oid  copy.  But  there  was  another  reafon  :  cer* 
tain  corruptions  ftarted,  which  fliould  have  required  the  in^^ing 
his/nW/fy^«/^  to  make  them  intelligible,  and  this  was  an  unrea* 
ibiiahle-  labour.  As  I  have  relormad  the  pail'age  above-quoted,  I 
dare:  warrant  I  have  reftored  our  poet's  text ;  and  a  tine  fepfible 
reproof  it  contains  againfi  immoderate  grief.    Theobald. 
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But  (he's  beft  wa;ry^i>  that  dies  mafr^^r  j{ou»gpj ' 
Pry  up  your  tears,  ■  and  i  ftick  yqur  To&snvx*' 
On  this  fair  cqvk  j  and,  a»  the  cuftom?  is^    ^  J    , 
In  all  her  beft  ^ajrray  bear  h^r  to  chujfch  :      :  -         , 
^  For  though  fond  natuie  bifi^  \i^^\^]^mpi^y^^ 
1(^  njitvyjq's,  Gears*  ai:^^reafori'&  merri/iieni?.. 

Cafi.  All  ttbipgs,.s»  that- WQor4^d^Jftis^L  : 
Turn  front  their  office  to  black.  fj4Der4-    .  ;' 
Our  inftrum^n;^  tp  melancholy  ht^Us  v  ;  .     -  . 

Qjur  wedding  cbe^r^  to  a  fad  b^u^ai)  feaAc;;  .:i 
Our  folerw  hloJW  ti^r  f^ll^n  dirgfs.  clwe^^S, 
Our  bridal  flojKeu ferve  fojf  a  Wyj'd  i;od^x     ..: 
Afid;  aU.  .things  change  th^m  tQ  ther  con«yyi      ;. 

f r^  Sir  j  gor  y9Man,-r-aiid, ,  nwlam^  g9  Witl»^j|iqiiT-s 
And  go,  fir  Par-i&t-'-^ver.y  Q^  {wepa^^^     V.  :.v 
7,^  follow  .tiiift  feircorfe  umq  WT  gKavsi 
The  heavens  do  lour  upon  you,  £^  jjoqfjp  ill ; 
Move  them  np  n}one,  by  CFof^ng  th^eiii  h^^i^ 

^Muf.  'Faith,:  Mfs  m%y  pwt  pp,  qm  pip««>  :^4  be 

i^«r/J.  Honed  goQd  feUows*  ^K  put;  «Bv.kS*  "P  ii 

For,  well  yeij  kw^,  tbi&  is^  4^.  pwiful  ^2^.  .   . 

Mhi^  Ayi,  ^y.  mjf  troths  the-  cafe  may  ^^  a**wte4. 

Pet^  Muflc^s,  O,  miificians,  HtarCs  ^aft^  }imr€s 

•  For  ihofigh  fomp., ^tf/^r^    hids  r^s  all  lament ^J    Spme  nature^ 
I  S^re,  i«  13  the  general  rule  of  paturq,  'or  ibe  couIq  not  bia  us  all 

*  IftiBcnt.     I  have  ventured  to  fubftitutq  gn  epithet,  whichj  I  Ai^^edi 

*  wa§  loft  in  the  idle  corrupted  Vfoxijo/ne;  and  which  admirably 
^  quadrates  with  the  verfe  fucceeding  thi$,    Theobald. 

•  j^Il  things,  &c.] .   Iqftead  of  thw  and  the  following  ipeech^, 
the  eldeft  cjuarto  has  only  a  couplet : 

^  Cafi*  L«t  it  be  fo,  conve  woeful  fprrowrmates, 

Let  us  together  tafte  this  bitter  fate.       Steevens. 

•  Snier  Peter.}    From  the  quarto  of  iJ599>  it  appears,  that  the 
piirt  of  Peter  was  origlnalljr  performed  by  WflUam  Kemfe.  Malone. 
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0,  an  yon^wAhxrer me  KVe,  phf<>^eafiffsfti^el    .  \ 

Pft.  O,  muficians,  becaufc  my  heart  itftitf  plann-i  ' 
*Jl!^.  Beari  i^  full  cf  ww :   r.O;^  ^hj  me  iMie 
viefry>dvtmp^to  camfottme* 

Muf.  4  Not  a  dump  we;:  tis  no^time^to  pH^Miom 

P^/.  you  will  6ot  thM  ? 

mf.  No.  , 

Pf/.  I  will  then  gsv<e  b  jtothfeiiadly* 

A6^.  Wtoitwilfc  ypu^^ve  ufr?v 

JP^/#  No  money,  on  my  faith* ;  but  the  gleek  5 :  I 
Will  give  you  the  minftref. 

Muf.  Th^nwiU  I  give  yourriw  ^Kving'^r^aiOTc.- 

ttu  Then  will:  I-  lay  the  ftrvnig^r^Qre's  dfagger 
on  your  pat^.  I  will  ckrry  no  cfotchets :  111  rt  you, 
J'll/^  you  ;  Do  yoq  note  loc  ? 

*  1^  htart  iifiM^  WMt;]     Thi%  if>  I  nifMw  not^  k)  tte. 
bei^nning  of  an.  old  toUad* .  STit]ilvr£:Na; 

-  3  O,  //ijy  «i^  fomcmcriy  dumpy  to'cav^art  W.}    This  is  not  in  the 
fr£o,  but  the  asfwer  pWnly  r^jiiirps  ir,.   Johnson,-  • 

It  was  omitted  in  the  folio  by  milhke,  for  it  is  tbund^in  the  quarto 
16091,  from  whichthe  folio  was  mamfeftly  printed.    Malone. 

*  A  dufi^  anciently  JSgnifTedyS/w^  kind  if  dance^  as  w^U  9^JorrffW* 
Sq^  ifX'Htmour  out  (f  Breathy  a  cpmedy,  by  John  Day,  1607 : 

'*  He  loves  iiothing  but  ail  7/^i^W^xx^y 
«  Or  a  French  hrawlP 
Bm  <m  tfe^  occasion  it  means  a  mournful  ibn^.    Soy  in  the  Af 
ratgfiment  ofParis^  1 584,  after  the  fhepherds  have  iUng>  ao  elegiac 
)^^  0ver  th^  hisarie  of  C^tn^  FAimizy^  t6  P&fU  : 

**  —  How  cheers  my  lovely  boy  after  this  dkmpo^  woe  ? 
^  P^ati^  Such  diin^s/fwt&t  lajy^  aV  bin-  thefe^  aM  deadly 
,  dumps  to  prove  J*      Steevens. 

*  —  thtpsek  :]     So,  ia  the  A^dfumoir  Nigbth  Dreamt 

**  l^y^  I  can^il?^it,  upon  occaHon.'' 
To  ^ek  is  to  fcofil  '  The  term  13  ^ea.  fyom  an  anqient  game  at 
cariKcalled^Z^^i.    Steevens. 

.  The  game  is  mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefeht  century, 
\>y  Dr.  King  of  the  Commons,  in  his  Art  of  Love : 

**  But  whether  we  diveriion  feck 

<Mn  thefe,  in  Comet,  or  in.  G4?^i^ 

**  Of  Qjnbre,  «c.'*        NipHow*  ' 
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Muf.\hn  you  ri  us,  and /i  us,  you  note  us,  :. 

2  Muf.  Pray  you,  put  up  your  da^r,  and  put 
ottt-yodr  win 

-.JW.  Then  have  at  you  with  my  wit ;  I  will  dry- ' 
beat  you  with  an  iron  wit,  and  put  up  my  iron  dag-  \ 
gcr:-j-f^Anfwcr  mc  like  men: 

JVben  griping  griefs  the  biort-  daib  «w»«/, 

1  And  doleful  dumps  the  mind  opprefs^  - 
Then  mujickf  with  her  Jiher  founds 
yfjfhy  Jilver  found  ?  v^hy ymujick  with  her  Jilver  found? 
'i  :^:  -     ::.•/••    ^-  ^        .What 

.    '  ••  '/ 

•  Jf^^  ffipi^grt^  'ZccHy  The  cgithet  griping  was  by  no 
means  .likely,  to  eydte  laug^tc?  at  the  time  it  wa«  written.    Lord 
Suny^  in  tas  -trgnflation,  of  i]be  fecond  bogk ;  of  VirgU's  ^nddi , 
lAake^tHe  herd  (ky: 

**  New  gripes  of  dred  then  pearfe  our  tremHing  brefte*.   ^ 
Dr.  Percy  thinks  that  the  queftions  of  Peter  arc  defigned  as  a  ri^* 
ciile  oa  the:forced  'and  unnatural  explanadons  too  often  giTeh  oy 
ui  painful  ^itors  of  ancient  autbon.    Steevens* 
In  G)n^mendation  of  MuQcke. 
Where  griping  grief  y«  hart  would  wogd,  {Sc  dolful  domps  y* 
n'  mind  opprene, 

There  mufick  with  bcr  filver  found,  ia  wont  with  fpedc  to  geue 
redrefle,  ; 

Of  troubled  minds  for  every  fore,  fwete  mufick  hath  a  fcluc  w' 
flore* 

.  Inioyifmaks  our  mirth  abound,  in  grief  it  chers  our  heauy 
fprighta. 
The  carcfuU  head  relcaf  hath  found,  by  muficks  pleafent  l^<^ 

.  deli^bta 
Our  fefljfcs,  what  ihouU  I  faie  more,  are  fubje£t  unw  muficw 
lore. 

The  Gods  by  mufick  hath  their  pray,  the  foule  therein  doth  ioyc» 
For  as  the  Romaine  poets  faie,  in  feas  whom  pirats  would  deftrojC 
A  Dolphin  fiu*d  irom  death  moft  fharpe,  Arion  plaiyng  on  his 

.  ^^P-  Oh 


^  And  doleful  du$i^ih9  mind ofprefi,^  This  line  I  havc  f««^ 
vercd^  from  the  old  cfepy.  It  was  wandng  to  complete  the  ftan»a 
^%  U.'yj  afterwards  repeated.    Stee  yens. 
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What  fay  you,  Simaft  Catling  ^  ?' 
.  I  Muf.  Marry,  fir,  becaufc  filver  hath  a  fweet  found* 
Vn.  Pretty !  What  fay  you,  ^  Hugh  Rebeck  ?    ' 
2  Muf.  I  izy— filver  foundy  becaufe  muficians  found 

for  filver. 
Tet.  Pretty  too! — What  fay  you,  James  Sound- 

poft? 
%  M(/I'  'Faith,  1  know  not  what  to  fay. 
Pet.  O,  I  cry  you  mercy !-  you  are  the  finger :  I 

will  fay  for  you  ^     It  js^ — mujtck  with  her  Jilver 

found*,  becaufe  fuch.fellows  as  you  have  no  gold  for 

founding  :— 

Oh  heauenly  gift  that  turnes  the  tiuhde,  like  aft  the  fleroe  doth 
rule  the  ihi^j 

Ofmufickwhom  y^Gods  aiSgnde  tb  comfort  ma,  whom  cares^ 
would  nip, 

Slth  thou  both  man,  &  beaft  doeil  moue,  what  wlfema  the  will    . 
thee  reprove? 

From  the  Paradife  of  Daintie  Richard  Edwards. 

Deuifes.  Fol.  31.  b.     • 

Of  Richard  Edwards  and  William  Hunnis,  the  authors  of  fundiy 
poems  in  this  colle£tion,  fee  an  account  in  Wood*8  Atfjena  Oxon^ 
and  alfo in  Tanner's  Bihliotheca.    Sir  John  Hawkins. 

Another  copy  of  this  fong  is  publiihed  by  Dr.  Percy,  in  the  firft 
volume  of  his  Reliques  of  ancient  Englifh  Poetry,         Steevens. 

*  Zimon  CatUngfl  A  catling  was  a  fmall  lutcftring  made  of 
tatgut.'  Steevens. 

'  Ihigh  Reh»ck  P"]  The  fidler  is  fo  called  from  an  inftrument 
with  tliree  firings,  which  is  mentioned  by  feveral  of  the  old  writers* 
Rehec^  rSecquin.  See  Menage,  in  v.  Rebec.  So»  in  Beaumont  and 
Fletcher's  Knight  if  the  Burning  Peftle:  "  —  *Tis  prcfent  death  for 
thcfe  fidlers  to  tune  their  rebech  before  the  Great  Turk's  grace.** 
In  England^ s  Helicon^  1614,  is  fhe  Shepherd  Arjilius  his  Song  to  his 
Rebeck,  by  Bar.  Yong.    Steevens. 

*  -^  becaufe  fuchfelhvos  as  you — J  Thus  the  quarto  1597.  The 
bthcrs  read — becaufe  muficians.  I  (hould  fufpcdt  that  a  lidlct  mad^ 
the  alteration.    Steevens. 

*  '"fiher  found^     So,  in  the  Return  from  Parnaffus^  1606: 

**  Faith j  fellow  fidlers,  here's  m^yfiher found  in  this  places'* 
Again,  in  Wily  Beguiled: 

«(  _ — what  harmony  is  this 

"  With  filver  found  that  glutteth  Sophos'  ears  l^ 
fepcnfer  perhaps  is  the  firft  who  ufed  this  phrafe : 

"  K  filver  found  that  heav'niy  mufic  fcem'd  to  make.'*  • 

SxEfiVENii 

Vot,  x^  '  K  5  n^a 
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fthen  muftck  with  her  Jilver  founds 

IVitb  fpeedy  help  ddtb  lend  redrefs.   [E^ityjinging. 

1  Muf.  What  a  pcftilent  knave  is  this  fame  ? 

2  Muf.  Hang  him.  Jack !  Come,  we'll  in  here ; 
tarry  for  the  mourners,  and  ftay  dinner.        J^Exeunt^ 

^  A  C  T     V.       S  C  E  N  E     I. 

MANTUA, 
A    S  r  R  E  E  T, 
Enter  Romeo. 
Rom.  4  If  I  may  truft  the  flattering  truth  of  fleep. 
My  dreams  prefage  fome  joyful  pews  at  hand : 
5  My  bofom's  lord  fits  lightly  on  his  throne  5 

And 

'  AH  v.]  The  a^ls  are  here  pro])crIy  enough  divided,  nor  did 
any  better  diflribution  than  the  editors  have  already  made,  occur  to 
jnc  in  the  pcrufal  of  this  play ;  yet  it  may  not  be  improper  to  remark, 
that  in  ihc  ^x9i  folio,  and  I  fuppofe  the  foregoing  editions  are  in 
tlie  fame  (late,  there  is  no  divifion  of  the  a^t^,  and  therefore  fome 
future  editor  may  try,  whether  any  improvcm6nt  can  be  made,  by 
reducing  them  to  a  length  more  equal,  or  interrupting  the  adtion  at 
mor^  proper  intervals.    Johnson. 

^  If  I  may  truft  the  flattering  truth  efjleep^  The  fenfe  is.  If  I 
may  only  truft  the  honefty  ofjleep^  which  I  know  however  not  to  be 
fo  nice  as  not  often  to  praftife  flattery.    'Johnson. 

The  oldcft  copy  reads — the  flattering  eye  of  fleep.  Whether  this 
reading  ought  to  luperfedc  the  more  modern  one,  I  (hall  not  prctetuj 
to  decermijae :  it  appears  to  roe,  however,  the  moft  eaiily  intelligible 
of  the  two.    Steevens. 

5  Mf  bofom'js  lord — ]  So,  in  King  Arthur^  a  Poem,  by  R» 
Cheller,  1601:^ 

**  That  neither  Uter  nor  his  counceil  knew 
**  How  his  deepe  hofome's  lord  the  dutchefs  thwarted.'* 
The  Author,  in  a  marginal  note,  declares,  that  by  hojonis  lord  h^ 
means— C«//Vi    Thus  too,  Shakefpeare  (as  Mr.  Malone  obiierves 
to  me)  in  Tvxlfth  Night  and  Othello: 
It  gives  a  very  echo  to  the  feat 
Where  love  is  thron^d.'"-'''^ 
Again, 

Yield  up,  o  Love^  thy  crown  and  hearted  throne.  Steevens. 

Ji^  hoJom*s  lord        ]     Thefe   three  lines  are  very -gay  and 

.pleating.     But  why  docs  Shakeipeare  give  Romeo  this  involuntary 

chceffulnels 
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And,  all  (his  ^^y,  an  utiacrcdftom'a  fpirfc 
Life  ftie  ibdve  tHe  grdirtid  with  chearful  thoughts* 
1  dreamt,  my  lady  cafnc  a'nfl  found  tne  dead  ; 
(Strarige  dream !  that  gives'^  dead  wall'  tearve  tathink) 
And  brc^th*d  fuch  life  ^ith  kiffes  in  my  lips, 
That  t  reviv'd,  and  was  an  ctrfperor. 
Ah  mc!  how  fwefct  i^  love  itfdf  |:dl»ft. 
When  but  lo^re's  fiiaddWs  '^rc  To  rifch  iti  joy^ 

Enter  'Bdlt^tdfdK 

ke^sffOno  Verona! — - — How  now/Halthafar  ? 
^ft  thou  fiot  bring  me  letters  From  the  friar? 
JIow  doth  my  lady  ?  ,Is  my  father  well  ? 
How  feres  my  Juliet?  That  I.afk  again  4 
For  npfelnng  €an  be  ill,  if  (he  be  welh 

Bahb.  Then  fhe  is  w^ll,  and  nothing  caii  be  Ul  | 
Her  body  fle^ps  in  Capulct's  monument  \ 
And  her  imnaortal  part  with  angek  lives  j 
I  faw  her  laid  low  in  her  kind  teas  vaults 
And  prefentlytook  ^poft  to  tell  it  you  2 
p  pardon  me  for  bringing  thefe.  HI  news^ 
Since  you  did  leave  it  for  my  office,  fin 

cheerfulticfs  juft  before  the  extremity  of  unhappinefs  f    Perhapi  to 
(hew  the  vanity  of  trufting  to  fhofe  Uncertain  and  cafual  exaltarioni 
br  depreffions,  which  many  confider  as  certain  foretokens  of  good 
and  evil.    Johnson, 
Tlie  poet  has  explained  this  paflkge  himfelf  a  little  further  oti  i 

"  How  oft,  when  men  are  at  fhe»porht  of  death, 

*'  Have  they  been  merry  ?  whieh  their  keepers  Call 

*'  A  lighrning  before  tieatb." 
Agiin,  in  G.  Whetftbfce^s  Cajie  bf  Delist,  j^^6i 

'•  — ^  a  fightning  delight  againft  his  fouden  defti^uflion.'* 

StEEVENS* 

*  — in  Capulet*s  monument, ^    The  bid  copies  re«cd   in  C^pefi 
teoiiuaiCnt;  and  tfeus  Gafcoigne  in  his  Fitn^ers^  p.  _ji  : 

**  Thys  token' wliych  the  Mountacuies  did  beare  alwaiesj  fo 

ttiat 
**  T^^y  eot-et  to  be  knowne  from  C^els  where  they  pafle^ 
"'For  &nrient  gtutch  whych  long  ago  'tweene  thefc  two 
houlei  was;"  •  ■  5 1  £  b  v  e  n  s  4  •  • 
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Rom.  U  it  even  fo  ?  the q  I  defy  you^  liars  ^  t-^ 
Thou  kriow*ft  my  lodging  i  get  irie  ink  and  psper^^ 
And  hire  poftrhorfe^  ;  I  will  hence  to-night. 

Bdtib.  Pardon  me,  (ir,  t  dare  not  le^vc  you  tTms  ^  i 
If  our  looks  are  pale  and  wiid^  and  db  iniport 
Some  mifaclven ture« 

Rom.  Tuflj,  thou  aitt  deccivM ; 
I.cave^mey  and  do  the  thing  I  bid  tliee  doi 
Hnfl:  thdU  no  letters  to  me  from  the  friaf  2! 

£ahh.  No,  my  good  lord. 

Rifm.  No  matter :  Get  thee  gone, 
Anfl  hire  thofe  horfe!^  i  Til  be  with  tliee  ftraight.> 

[Exit  BiiUba/af4 
Well,  Juliet,  I  Will  lie  tvtth  thee  td  night* 
Let's  fee  for  means : — O,  mifchief !  thou  art  fwift 
To  enter  in  the  thoughts  of  defperate  men  ! 

1  do  remember  an  apothecary^ 

And  hereabouts  he  dwells,— whom  late  I  noted 
In  tattered  weeds,  with  overwhelming  brows^ 
Culling  of  fimples ;  meager  were  his  looksj 
Sharp  mifery  had  worn  him  to  the  bones : 
And  in  his  needy  (hop  a  tortoife  hun|;i 
An  alligator  ftuff'd,  and  other  {kins 
Of  ilUOiap'd  fiflies ;  and  about  his  flielvel 
9  A  beggarly  account  of  empty  boxes< 

^  —  /  dcfyjrwr,  Jlars  /]     The  folio  reads— i»y  yow»  ^^n* 

StE£V£K84 

*  Pardm  me^  fir^  Idmrewi  kofOeyou  tbus.]  This  line  is  takes 
from  the  quarto,  x  J97«    The  quarto^  1609,  and  the  folio,  read: 

**  I  do  befeech  you,  fir,  have  patience.'*  SxEEVENStf 

*  ^"begi^ly  accomt  *cf  empty  hilxei\\  Dr.  Warburton  would 
lead,  a  braggartly  account ;  but  hrggarfy  is  probably  right  i  if  the 
hoxts  were  empty^  the  acanmi  was  more  ^ggarjy^  as  it  was  more 
pompous*    Johnson. 

This  circumfUnce  is  likewife  found  in  Painter's  ttanfl4tio% 
'  tocn.ii.  p.  241.  *<  —  beholdyng'  an  apoticaries  ihoppe  of  lytic 
furniture,  and  leile  (lore  of  boxes  and  other  thynges  requifite  for 
that  fcience,  thought  that  the  rerie  povertie  of  the  mayfler  apotlie-> 
carye  wouUe  make  him  wyllyngly  yelde  to  that  wbjch  he  pfe« 
te&ded  to  demtttndt.'*    Sts£V£NS« 
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Giten  eatifam  pecs,  Ua<Uers,'  and  inufty  feeds^ 
llemnapts  of  MickdilrMdy'and  old  cakta.  of  tvkif 
Were  t^ly:mitter*(|;ita  make  up  a  (heWi 
Noting  thit:psitQry^vta  mjrftlf  I  £miMi  - 
An  if  a.  maftirfk^-ncsd  a  po^mnow^     t 
WhQ(ef4lr>fe'|3sKrem  in  Maacuat    > 

Here  lives  a^c^kiff^wretdi  vauld  feUic  hiih. 
0,  this  iam#  thought  did  but  iore^rtm  my  need  t     « 
And  this  faitte  needy  man  miift  fell  it  me. 
As  I  remember,  this  fhould  be  the  houfe  I 
Being  boKday,  the  beggar's  (hop  is  Ihut*—  . 
Wli^lio  >"ijK)dicc«ry  I 

Enier  Apoih'caty* 

ijjipulllliq  calls  fo  loiid? 

AMv/Come  hich&i*,  man. — I  fee,  tliat  tkoU  ^rt  poofj 
Hold,  there  is  forty  diu^ats  :  let  me  have 
A  dram  of  poil^n  ;  fuch  fi3on-fpecdin^  gcer 
As  ii^:j(jlilj^rie  itfelf  through  all  the  veins, 
Tluit  like  iue-weary  taker  may  fall  dead  $ 
And  that  the  trunk  may  be  difcharg'd  of  breath 
Asvlbfcntly,  as  hafty  powder  fir^d 
Doth  hurry  from  the  fatal  cannon's  v^omb. 

j^  Such  mortal  drugs  I  hiave ;  but  MahtUa*s  law 
!s  death,  to  any  he  that  utters  them. 

Rfm.  Alt  thou  fo  bll-e,  and  full  df  wretchednefs, 
And  fear^ft  to  die  i  famine  is  in  thy  cheeks,' 
Nc^  jtod  oppreffioh  ftarveth  in  chine  ayes  S    ^ 
*  Upoo  thy  back  hangs  ragged  mifery,    :     . 

^       ^  .      Th« 

*  Mm/  ^  t!fffe0on  ftarveth  in  thine  eyes,}    Thcfirft  quarso 
leads:**' 

•*  And  ftitrved  Famine  dwelleth  in  thy  cheeSs;** 
The  quartosp  1 599,  1609,  ^^*^  ^^^  folio/ 

"  Need  arid  oppvbiWo'ii ^arvcfb  in  thine  eyesj** 
Our  modem  editors,  without  autliority, 

Need  and  opprtrflion  J^are  within  thine  eyes,     SxEtvENS* 

*  Ufo/t  tfjy  hack  hangi  nigged  mifeiy^\     Thii  is  the  reading  oj 
Vol.  X.        .  L  ib« 
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The  world  is  not  ttiy  friend,  nor  the  world's  laWi 
The  world  affords  fto  hw  to  make  thee  rich; 
Then  be  hot  ppbr,  but  break  it,'  and  take  this^ 
Ap.  My  poverty,  but  not  ttiy  will,  cpnlents.    ■ 
Rom.  I  |>av  thy  poverty,  arid  not  thy  will.   '      /^ 
Ap.  Put  tpis  in  any  liquid  thing  you  willj^     \  ^"^^ 
And  drink  it  off;  and,  if  you  had  the  ftretigth 
Of  twenty  men,  it  would  difpatch  you  ftraigbtl  : , 
Rom.  There  is  thy  gold;  worfe  poifon  to  men's 
fouls, 
Doing  more  murders  in  this  Ipathfonie  world,        • 
Than  thefe pctor compounds thatthpii nrray^ not  filrU i 
I  fell  thee  poifbn^  thou  haft  fold  me  none.  '  ' .; 

Farewel;  buy  food,  iand  get  ihylelf  in  flefti.—  '  V 
Come,  cordial,  and  not  poifon  \  go  with  itie  ^  ^  ' 
To  Juliet's  gravcj  for  there  muftT[  iife  thee.  [Ei^eunt^ 

'  .  .•c.-'i/'s',^^:-  K  N  k '  %   V  T- 

Mnttt  Friar  Jifkn^ 
^obn.  Holy  Prandifcan  friar !  brother,  lioj 

Enter  Friaf  X^aurence^  ;   .:/,/.. \ 

Lau.  This  fame  (hould  be  the  voice  of  friSr  John,-&^ 
Welcome  from  Mantua.;  What  I^ys  Romeo  ?- 
Or,  if  his  minii  Be  writ,  give  mo  his  letter. 

John.  Coingjtd  find  a  bare-foot  brother  pur, 

the  oldeft'copy,  :.J  have  reftpred  it  inj^reference  to jtl^  %>ir6wii)g 
line,  which  is^fpund  in  all  the  fubfequent  impreffions  :     .     .,, . 
**  Cpiiteippt  and  beggary  hang  upon  thy  back.*^   , /; 
In  the  F^rj^  JPan  ofjeronim^  1 605,  is  a  piaflage  fomewhat  rfc- 
fcmbling  this  of  Shakelpeare :  •.    '  ... 

**  VVhofe  famifh'd  jaW^  looik  like  the  chaps  of  death, 
**  Upon  whofe  eye- btows  hang  damnation.'^     Steeven«» 

One 
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J  One  of  .©^c  prcj^r,  to  aflbciat?  me. 

Here  iti  tKs  cijy  yifiting  the  ftck, 

And  findijig  fii.m^  the  fearcbers  of  the  town, 

iSufpeftipg  that  ^^e,  both  were  in  a  houfe  . 

Whprc  tW  infe^^ipus  peftilence  did  reign, 

ScaW  up'rtlie  doors,  and  would  not  let  us  forth ; 

So  th^  ^y^fpecd  to  Mantua  there  was  ftay'd* 

Liu/ Who  bare  my  letter  then  tp  Romeo?, 
-  Jokn!%co\i\d  not  fend  it, — here  it  is  again,— 
Nor  get  a  meffenger  to  bring  it  thee, 
So  fearful,  were  tbey  of  ipfedion. 

Xj«.  tfehappy  fortune  I  by  my  brotherhood^ 
The  letter  4  was  not  nice,  but  Full  of  charge 
Qf  dear  ip^p^rt  5  aqd  the  neglecting  it 
May  do  ippch  danger  :  Friar.  John,  go  hencd  j 
feet,  ^[yp^^n  iron  crow,  ?ind  bring  it  ftraight 
Uoto  nnfy  cell. 

Jcbn.  Brother,  I*ll  go  and  bring  it  thee.      [£*i/i 

Lou.  Now  maSt  I  to  the  mbnument  alone ) 

,  ^die  (Bfwr  crJer^  H  ajfeAMU  me^    Each  friat  has  alttays  ^  com* 

finxm  affigped  him  by  the  fuperior  whenerer  he  aUts  leave  to  go 

jwt;  andthusy  fays  Barecti^  thof.areai  check  upon  isach  other*' 

.     .  ^  Steevens* 

♦  -— «ucr5W!liiG0,r^]  i.  e.  was  not  written  ^ui  trivial  ci^  idle 

a«t  figiufies  fioUfi  in  itwny  [orts  of  Oou'cr,  and  Chaiicen    Sq^ 
In  diefecond  book  &  Caf^£i&ne  'AmdmUy  fblr  37 : 
=  nrj.  *{  Wy  fonn^  efchewe  thilkc  vicc,*f— - 
'     **♦  My  father  elles  were  i  nice,**  '  '   \ 
$9^ in  Ch4i£^*8  ft^4/f  »;!l/» /i^  iW^<^i,  &c«    >' 

,  V  /  ^  «  .^  the  moft  complaint  of  alii 
,   **  2s  ip  thinkii^  that  J  have  be  fo  ^,   .  , 
**  That  I  nc  would  iii  vertucs  to,  me  call,  tc.'' 
>  AgaiDf  in  Tlhe  longer  tbou  Uveft  the  more  Fool  thou  art^  ^  57©  i 
^*  You  muft  appcaHe  to  t«  fltaunge  and  wyciC^ 
The  learnl^d  editor  of  Chaucer's  Canterbuty  Talesy  1775 »  ^^* 
farves,  that  H.  Stephens  infornis  us,  that  nice  was  the  old  French^ 
ymi  tbr  nialSf  bne  of  the  fynonymes  ofjoi.  Apoh  Hero  J.  1.  i.  c.  4« 

StEEVENS. 

t  a  Withii^ 
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148       ROMEO  AND  JULIET. 

Within  ihefe  three  hours  will  fair  Juliet  wake  * ; 

She  will  belhrew  me  much,  that  Romca    . 

Hath  had  no  notice  of  thefe  accidents : 

But  I  will  write  again  to  Mantua, 

And  keep  her  at  my  cell  'till  Romeo  come ; 

Pool:  living  corfe,  clos'd  in  a  dead  man's  tomb ! 

SCENE        III. 

A  cburch-yard\  in  it^  a  monument  helonging  to  the 
Capulets. 

Enter  Paris,  and  his  Page  with  a  torch. 

Par.  Give  mc  thy  torch,  boy :  Hence,  and  ftantl 
.    ^loof;— 
Yet  put  it  out,  for  I  wpuW  not  be  feen. 
Under  yon  yeW'-trees  ky  thee  all  along. 
Holding  thine  ear  clofe  to  the  hollow  ground; 
So  ftiall  no  foot  upon  the  church-yard  tread> 
(Being  loofe,  unfirm,  with,  digging  up  of  graves)  -   * 
But  thou  ihalt  hear  it :  whittle  then  to  ma. 
As  fignal  that  thou  hear'ft  fomcthing  approach. 
Give  me  thofe  flowers.     Do  as  I  bid  thee,  go. 

Page.  I  am  almoft  afraid  to  ftand  alone 
Here  in  the  church-yard  5  yet  I  will  adventure.  {Exit. 

Par.  Sweet  flower,  with  flowers  I  ftrew  thy  bridal 
bed:.  [Strewing  Jhwirs. 

Swtfet  tomb,  that  in  thy  .cifcuit  doft  contain 
The  perfeft  model  of  eternity ; 

5  IVtthin  thefe  three  hours  will  fair  Juliet  waiei]     Inftead  of 
.  this  line,  and  the  concluding  part  of  the  fpeech,  the  quarto,  1597, 
reads  only  i     ^ 

*  "  Left  that  the  lady  (hould  before  I  come 
"Be  wak'd  from  deep,  I  will  hye 
"  To  free  \m  from  that  ^mbe  of  mlferie.'*    Stee yens. 

Fair 
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^  Fair  Juliet,  that  with  angels  doft  remain. 
Accept  this  lateft  favour  at  my  hands ; 
That  living  honoured  thee,  and,  being  dead. 
With  funeral  praifcs  do  adorn  thy  totnb ! 

[The  hoy  wbijlks.. 
The  boy  gives  warning ;  fomeihing  doth  approach. 
What  curfed  foot  wanders  this  way  to-night, 
To  crofs  my  obfeqiiies,  and  true  love's  rites  ? 
What,  with  a  torch  !-^muffle  me,  night,  a  while. 

Enter  Romeo^  and  Ballbafar  with  a  torchy  6fr. 

/  'Rjom.  Give  me  that  mattoclc,  and  the  wrenching 

iron. 
Hold,  take  this  letter ;  early  in  the  morning 
See  thou  deliver  it  to  my  lord  and  father.^ 
Give  me  the  light :  Upon  thy  life  I  charge  thee. 
Whatever,  thou  hear'ft  or'lceft,  ftand  all  aloof. 
And  do  not  interrupt  me  in  my  courfe. 
Why  I  defcehd  into  this  bed  of -death 
Is,  partly,  to  behold  my  lady's  face :  '    . 
But,  chiefly,  to  take  thence  from  her  dead  finger     - 
A  precious  ring;  a  ring/ that  I  mud  wfe  *    *^ 
In  7  deal?  Employment :  therefore  hence,  bd  gone  ? — ^ 

But 

^^Fair  JuUet^.  tkat  with  angd^  &t.] .  Thcfei  jfour^  Hpcs  froia  the 
old  edition.    Pope,       ,  v     ^  ..  ^ 

The  folio  has  thefe  lines : 

**'  S^cet  flow'r,  with  flow'rs  thy  bridal  lied  I  flrew  ; 
'*. O  woe !  thy  caaoj^as  dutt  and liohest ^ 
.    "  Which  withifwe^  water  nrghtly  4  will  <fcwi .  ^     - 

♦*  Or,  wanting  that^  with  tears  diilillM  by  moans..      * 
*'  The  obfequies  "which  I  for  thee  will  keep,     .   , . 
^  Nigbtly  ihall  be^  to  ftrew  thy  grave,  afid  w'eep'.'* 

<  '  '     . ' JbHNsoy: 

Mr.  Pope  harfolJowed  no* cq)y  with  cxa<5nefs^  buttcfok  the  fii  ft 
and  fourth  lines  from  the  elder  quarto,  omittuig:thfe  twtf  iotermedia^^ 
vcrfes,  which  I  have  reitered.'  Ste EVENS.  . 

'  —  ^tfr  entploy7nenty'\  'TM-iXxi^aSlion  cf  importance.  G^nis 
were  fuppofed  to  have  great  powers  and  viriues*    Jq-rkson. 

L  3  Ben 
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But  if  thou,  je^loqs,  doft  return  to  pxjy  ,  ,V  . ,  %^  , ,  . 
On  whatl  further  {hall  intend  tp  A)^,  .,..  Lr.i;^ 
By  heaven,  I  will  tear  thee.jpmt  bv  joinL^^^ 
And  ftrew  this  hungry  churcb'-yardwitl)^^  ' 

The  time  and  my  intents  are  fevage-wijd^  >>Vj'^;^;  ..V . 
More  6erce,  and  more  inexorable  fafj^^  .;...  ^^  ,  V  .; 
Than  empty  tygers,  or  tJie  roaring  ifea^t  ^,      J,~'  r   -- 

£aUb.  I  will  be  gone,  fir,  and  not  trpuBj^,]^^, , 

Rom.  So  fcalt  thou  £hew  me  friend|hi|[.j~  ^Tait: 
thou  that:  ,         ;    .  '  ;      .  ,.[  -jc^-^-i'-r'''. 
Livtf,  and  be  profp^rous;  and  farewel^  goj^d  j^<^iow. 

BaUb.  For  ail  this  faqfie>  I'll  hi6e.  tpc^h^^i^t  i 
His  looks  I  fear,  and  his  intents  Idoubt^  >^{j&v/X^//i&;« 

Rom.  Thou  d?teftable  ?  maw^  thou  vyomb  pf  death, 
Gorg'd  with  the  deareft  morfel  of  the  earth. 
Thus  I  cnforcjp  thy  rotten  jaws  to  open,         ,,   ^  . 

And,  in  defp^ht,  V\\  ctam  tiaee  w^ti»  moFe.fi^I, 

Par.  This  is  that  banifli'd  haughty  Montiigut^  'i 
That  h(iurd;er*d  my  lovers  cofufin  ;'^with  ivhkh  ^riei^ 
It  is  fuppofed,,. the, fair  creatuiiedy'c), — ;:,';•::  . /vilr.'^ 
And  here  is  came,  to  d<j>.  fome  villainous  (hame    ;   a 
To  the  dead  bodies :  I  will  apprehend  himi— *^    ? 
gtOp  thy  unhallow*d  toil,  yilc  Montague;.      '^ \ 

Ben  JofifonafTes  the  word  ^mv*  in  th^  {ame  fenfe: 
ff  Put  your  known  talents  on  fo  (dear  a  bufinefs/^ 

Catiline,  A€t  I4 
^gajn,  in  Chapman's  verfion  of  the  lOth  book  of  the  Odjfley : 
V  \,.  ^  *.*  — —  full  ]}iitching  on 

♦'  The  deareft  jojnt  his  head  was  placM  upon."  Steeveks. 
<  ,-»f0i>age'^ld,]     tifixt  the  fpeech    concludes  in  the    old 
c^py. ..  Steevens.  :       ,  ' 

9  ^^dcteftaile^]  This  word,  which  is  now  Accented  on  the 
fecondfy liable,  was  once  accenic,d  on  the  firft  j  therefore  this  line 
did  not  originaliy  ieem  to  be  inharmonious*  So,  in  the  TragedUef 
Craffiu^  1604:  ^  ,-...'  ,' 

^  Court  with  vain  wcM-ds  and  Aiteftahle  lyes.^. 
i^gaipj  in  Shakefpcare's  AT.  Jolm^  -AiSk  3,  ^.  i\ 

^v  And  1  will  kUs  thy  ^/e^2#A!r  bones/'    Steevek^. 

Can 


Digitized  by 


Google 


,      R  O  M  E  Q  AND  J  U  L  I  E  T.      .151 

Can  veogeaoce  be  purfu'd  fqiitber  than  death  ? 
Coodecniied  viUajn*  I  4q  apprehend  thee: 
Qtyy»  and  go  with  meV  for  thou  muft  die. 

Rom.  l.m^^>  indeed i  and  ffiercfore  came  I  biihcrf— 
Good  gentle  youth,  tw^pt  not  a  'defperke  man. 
Fly  tenop  apd  leave  nie  j— think  11  pqn  thcfp  :gQpe  j 
Let  thcmjiffrigbt  thee,— I  bcfccch^'^ee,  jQUtbi 
Pull  not »: Another  fin  upon  my  headi  *    '  ^' 
By  urging  ir^  to  fury  tt^-O^  be  gone ! 
By  he»Y5h^  .1  love  thee  better  than  ayyfelf ; 
For  I  come  hither  arm*d  againft  myfetf : 
Stay  not,  be  gone ;— live,  and  hereafter  fay— tt 
A  madmgn*s  nxercy  bade  th,ee  run  away,  -      . 

Par.'*  I  do  defy  thy  cpniiiiratipP)     ^ 
And  apprehend  the^  for  a  telon  here, 

'  P»n  not  &t.]    The  quarto,  1^97,  resdsi^^ifap  not.     The 

iuartos  I  (99  and  i5o9,  and  all  the  folios :  <-t>  Put  nDt.-HMi*. 
.oweHxv,  inade  the  change,  wbicb  may  be  dilqoiiitinqed  atthe 
reader's  {deaftifev    Steeven8, 

■  •  lihde^&cc^^  *  The  quarto,  1597,  reads,  /  da  dej^.  thy  con* 
jitrathuy']  Paris  cooceived.  Romeo  to  hav^  biirfi  open  the  m6nu<* 
irtcnt  for  np  other  pprpoCb  than  to  do  jme  ^^illaip^tis  Jhamt  00  the 
dead  bodiesy  fuch  as  witphei;  are  report^  tO  banre  pradtifed;  and 
therefore  tells  him  he  ii&x^  him,  aod'the  fnagic  arts  whicK  he 
fufpeds  he  is.prepariog  to  u&*  So,  ia  Painter's  trahflation  of  the 
novel,  torn.  ii.  p*a44.  »'  —  the  Watcb  of  the- city  by  chance 
paffcd  by,  and  feeing  light  within  tlie  grave,  ftifpe^ted  flraight 
that  they  were  necromancers  whkh  had  opened  chetoinbs  to  hbuje 
tbe  iiead  ioJi€i 'hr  vLide  oi  iMt  hriei**^^    •  ^ 

The  folio  reads: 

I  do  deg^  thy  comnMrermieq. 
To  i^{||5'»  anciently  meant  to  rf/^/f  or  ^iSw^y.     80,  in  iht  Deaib  of 
Robert  Earl  of  Hi^tittgtOn^  1601:  -     .  ■  .: 

**  Or,  as  i  faid^  fgr  ever!  defy  your  company^**, 
Agan,  •  . 

"  Even  from  my  (bul  I  villainy  <J^." 
Agwn,  in  the  Mijer'tes  of  ^eca  Margaret^  by  Drayton : 

«  My  Itege,  qu6tt|  he,  all  mercy  now  defy,^* 
Again,  in  R.  6reen*s  Planetomachia^  1 585: 

"  I  d^  thee  for  my  father  who  haft  fo  difpleafcd.  the  Gods.** 
AgaiH)  in  Spenfer*s  Faery  ^een^  b.'ii.  c.  8  :  ^    --  '' 

»         •^  Foole  (faid  the  Pagan)  I  thy  gift  d0e^s 

L  4  As^in, 
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Rom^  Wilt  thouVproYoke  mc  ?,  dicri^hafe  at  tKetf^ 
boy.  [^^heyfiglAy  Paris  falls: 

Tage.  O  lor'd !  ;thcy  fighl ;  I  will  go^call  the  wlatcti* 
*    Par.  O,  I  am  flain  ! — If  thou  be  merciful,    - 
Open  the  tbmK  lay  me  with' JuHet- ''  [Dies: 

Rom.  Ifi  fait h,  I  will : — ^Let  me  pefu^  thkf ace ;— • 
Mercutio's  kiafman,  nobte  county*  Paris  ?*^ 
What  faid  my  man,  when  my  beto0ed  foul 
Did  not  attend  -him  as  we  rod*  ?.  I* think,    . 
He  told  me,  Paris  ihould  have  marry*d  3^uliett 
Said  he  not  fo?  or'didl  dream  itfo  ?  ^    '    t  •  -  » 
Or  am  I  mad,-  hearing  him  talk  of  Juliet, 
To  think  it  was  lb  ^-^0>  give  me ^hy  hand,' 
One  writ  with  me  in  four  rtiisfortU)!!**^  t)60t !'  * 
Fli  bury  thee  in  a  tritrmphant  grav^,—  |''^;^  T 
A  grave  ?  O,  no ;  z,  lanthorn,  flaughtcr'd  yputh^ 
For  h^re  lies  Juliety  aodhe^.  beauty  makes 
This-  vault  a  feafting  ^  prefence  full  of  light.. 
Death,  lie  thoii  there,  by  a  dead  man  iriterr*d. 

,  ..  IL^ing  P,arb  h'^h  mmfmnlp 

How  oft  wfien  men  are  at  the  point  of  death' 
Have  they  been  merry  f  w^iidh  their  keeptfs  c;all 
A  lightnih^  befpi-e  death  :  4  Q^  how  ma^  I 

]     ...'  ' '  \,[    \   "r  ■  •■   '    '^  .'   ^^. .  •  .Call 

Agab,  b.  V.  c,  5  ^       . 

*<  She  daily  told,  her,  lov«  be.  dU  de^e.l- 
Paris  may,  however,  inean'*^!  rti\xfkito  do* as  thou^of^urefi  me  to 
do,  i.e.  to  depart.     Stbbvens,'  .  ..     .         • 

3  — prefeKce — ]  h  prefence  h  2l  public  roam.     Jo  HNS  ON. 
This  thought,  extravaeant  a9>ittiyJ8  bosrii^ived  by  Middleton  in 
his  comedy  oi Bhirt,Mc^.Omfi<ddey  r6o«  j      '     !  j  ;.         v  ^ 
^^  The  darkefl  duni^eon  which  <fpite> can  deviie*  <• 
'*  To  throw  thif  csucaiie  io^  h^  g^orioof  cy^  • 
**  Can  make  as  lightfome  a»  theviaireft  chamber 
"  In  Paxis  Louvre^"    StiavB^s. 
*  —  O,   how  may  I . 

Call  this  a  ligbtmpgf"^--^  I  thinlc  We  (houldtre;^ 
— T.O,.  now  w^/  •      '  ■   '^ 

Call tifis  a- "ligbtidi^. ?  v'  '    »i     Jo.H N s o K. 
This  idea  occurs  frf^quenily  in  the  old  dramatic  pieces.     Sp 
in  the  fecofnd  part  of  Tl^  Downfall  of  Roiprt  Earl,  ^'  Huntington^ 

I  "I  thought 
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Call.thi$38r4igliti»ng  ?*«»-0^!  mj  love^!  rny  vrife ! 
Bi^iiac.liia^  fudkfd  the  honey  of  tfly  breathy 
Hath  iiadirifcpavBp^l  jWJtIup<tfiJthy*bbau^^ 
Thou  aiHtijdqtiConqUecfdrv*  bbauty^A  '^tifigii^  yet       '      , 
Iiicfitifon  in  thy  ^f»4  faiifl  'm  thy  cbeeksT,  ^  •  • 

Tybalt,  ly^ft  thoof  there  in  tfty^loddy  Ibcdt  ^'?  ^ 
0,  what imbretfkvoui'  can i  do  to' thee. 
Than  with  tfafarcrbaiid^.  tbtft  ait  thy  ^yduth  in  tW^in^ 
To  fundef  ffis  Wmt'-was^  thihe'  efycmy  ?  •  -  ^ 
Forgive  me,  cobfih  !J-^Ah,  deaf  Julieti 

AgUD^  in  dhapinan's  traaflatiqn:c(f,thc  ijtb  Iliad:  j         ,.    ..       , 
,**  —  firipc  after  this  he  had  not  lonj^  tcTlivc,  ■  •  « 

Again,  in  fakiQtatbtkauot>jche'iith<>^>>i27i    i   -        -i^-  •^^' ', 

^i  ■' -A  \      ''  •¥ '•-TTr^  je«^cadihw;<*ic4r  .".  •'    Mr-  v 

♦*rTpt]b' ut9ipfl;%i'/»m^.  that  ft  ill,  ulbera,  death  .•*  ;  .  -i 

.■^'.  '•'  " '  ''':.'"•  St^eyenV 

'^^md^amtk^'faUJhg^  aicl'Sd^in  Dam«rs  Complaint  ^  R^ 

nmd^  i594rtTr  )^  t'-  lai  'C  ':.'  .•    h   :'ii.  /•:3m  f  ..  v    .'••■  ^^  •♦ . 

"  PVc^d  his  pak  collar {(iW  lejifijn  of iiis  inight).  .  »    . 

*'  Upon  hisnciW-^gOtfpoil;  to.  "'    \ 

In  ^e  firfi:  editbn  of  Romeo  and  Juliet j  Shakelpeare  it  lefs  florid  in 
kis  account  of  the  lady's  beauty  ;  and  only  fays:  .  '  .'. 

.  VI'  ^*  ^Howicuell  thjTihoauily  dKith'4»ecciine  tb«  grave  !*^' 
The  fpeech,  as  it  now  ftaud^y  is  iirfl;  foutKi  in  the  quarto,  1^99* 

-i    .    .    '      '    '.       -     Steevens. 
And  Jeatffs'faltJlagiU  i^ci\advanced  there ^    An  ingenious  friend 
ibme  time  ago  pointed  oat  to  ine>^  paflageof  Mfirini^  which  bears 
a  very  fhrong  itsfemhkuieeto  i^Isi :     • 

il^Mb'sftigBa  i^ia  pallida jebianca 
Vincitriee  fpiego.tJuH^\*V9ko  mio* 

Rime  hagttbri,  p.  >I49,  ed.  Venet.  i6qj. 

.  ^^  V  .  Ttrwhjtt. 
*  fyhali^i^Jiijhouthim  vutlj^  hloo/fy  Jheetf^  .  So,  in  Painteifs 
traoflation,  torn.  ii.  p.  24.2 «  ^*  —  what  greater  or  more  cruel  fatis* 
iadion  canfie  thou  dofyre  io  have,  or  h^ncefonh  lio^  tor,  than  %o 
iiee  hym  which  nnurdered  thee,  to  be  empoyft^n^  wyth  hys  owns 
fcandesj  and  buryed  by  thy  fyda?".    SxEEv.eN^.  '  \\ 

-  '  Why 
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Why  art  thou  yet  fo  fair  ?  Shall  I  believe — 
I  \yj)i  teiievc  (come  lie  xhou  in  my  arjjis)  : 
That  unfubftantial  death  is  amorous ;' 
And  that  the  le^n  abhorred  monfter  keieps  ' 
Thee  here  in  ^iark  to  be  his  paramour,      r    ^ 
For  fear  of  that;^  I  will  ftill  ftay  witt  thecj  ^ 
7  And  never  from  this  palace  of  dim  night  ' 

^    I3tep«* 

t  Auttuit€rfi4m  this  pahee  &f  dbn  night 

Depart  agaift:  (CSome  Jie  thou  ia  my  arms ; 

Here's  to  thy  health.    O  true  apothecary ! 

Thy  drugs  are  quick).]  Mr.  Pope's,  and  fortic  bther  of  the 
worfer  editions  acknowledge  abfurdlj  the  lines  which  I  have  put 
into  parenthe^s  here ;  and  which  I  have^srpun^  from  the  text^ 
for  this  reafoti  s  Romeo  is  made  to  confefs  the  ese^  of  the  poifoii' 
l^fere  ever  he  lias  tafted  k.  I  fuppofe,  it  handif  wais  fa  bvouiy 
i^it  the  patient  ihould  chipofe  to  tnake  two  di^ughta  of  it«  And^ 
eight  lines  after  thefe,  we  6nd  him  taking  the  poilbn  in  )i^  hands^ 
jind  making  an  apo^rophe^o  it;  inviting  it  to  por&rm  its ioSee 
at  once ;  and  theti;  and  not  till  then,  does  he  dap  it  to  his  lips,  of 
can  wilh  {|ny  >prol^lii(y  fpeak-ofhs  infiant  fcMwe  and  e&^s,  Be-> 
•$d^s,  Shakeipeare  wpuld  hardly  have  made  ^omeo  drink  to  the 
-;^M  of  his  atad miHreh.  Though  the  fir(^  c]uarto  in  45994  «nd 
the  two  old  folios,  acknowledge  this  abfurd  J^uff,  I  find  it  left  mk 
in  feveid  later  quarto  utipreifions.  I  ought  to  take  notice,  that 
though  Mr.  Pope  has  thought  fit  to  ftick  to  the  old  copies  in  this 
addinon,  yet  he  is  no  fair  tranfcriber ;  for  he  has  funk  upon  us  an 
hemi^Ssch  of  moil  pmfouiKi  abfurdity,  which  poire(res.aU.thofe 
^pies. 

■■  C»me,  ih  fh^tt  in^ngp  arms:; 
Her  is  to  tirf  heaith^  whcre-e'er  thou  tumbleft  in. 
•    '   O'  ttfte  ^poihecary  /  '&c,     Th  bob  a  L  |>.  - 
I  have  tto  edition  but  the  fotio,  which  has  all  the  paiTage  here 

•  inentiofiefli     I  have  fi&llowed  Mr.  Theebald,    Johnson, 

'  I  am  forry  tKy  fay,  tha?tl*e  fotegwng  note  is  an  inilance  of  difin- 
genuoufnefs,  as  well  as  Inattention  in  Mr.  Theobald,  who,  relying 
on  the  iba'reity  6f  the  old^uartos^  v^ty  frequently  makes  them  ^- 
fwerable  for  any  thing  he  thinks  proper  to  aflfem 

The  quaYto  iA  -l59'9,HVa8  not  the  firii*.     It  was  preceded  by  one 

•  In.  I S9T;  6hd  t^otogh  Mr,  Theobald  declares,  he  found  tU  pajfage 
fffloui  ht  Jkviral  ef  the  later  quarto  Impr^Jff^s^  yet  i<i  t^^  li^  of  thole 
lie  pretends  to  have  oollaned  tor  the  iffe  of  his  edition,  he  mentions 
but  one  of  s<  later  datcyami  had  nevei)  feen  eirbrr  that  publiihed  in 
i<5o9,  or  aqcHher  whhour  any  date' at  KH^'fer  in  the  tormerof 
t^icfe;  the  pafia^e  in  quefrion  is  prefi^fMed;  (the  latter  I  have  no. 
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jbcpart  again :  hefe,  here  will  I  remain 
With  worms  that  are  thy  chaoiber-mgids ;  O,  hei^ 

Will 

tBopf  oO»  and  Ke  has  placed  diat  in  1637,  on  the  fin^  fkith  of 
which  his  rdc£tion  is  founded,  among  jthofe  quartos  of  middlii^ 
nithority :  to  that  what  he  fo  roundly  affirms  of  feveral,  can  yn& 
jultic^  be  faid  of  onty  one ;  for  there  are  in  reality  no  later  quarto 
efidons  of  this  play  than  I  have  here  enunierated,  and  two  of 
thofe  (bv  bis  ownconfeffioo)  he  had  aiever.  mec  with. 
The  nemifiich,  which  Mr.  Theobald  pronounces  ta  koffifo/l 

C  found  abTurdit^^  msy  de&r^e  a  fomewbat  .better  character ;  but 
Qg  alifplaced,  could  not  be  connected  with  that  paft  of  that  fpeech 
where  he  ftuod  it;  yet,  \3€)0%  introduced  a  few,  hnes  lower,  fetms 
lo  ipake'veiy  gpod  ^enie. 
./.r  ff-  CoaMtbittec  oohdi}£l !  comeupfav'jy^ide! 
A^  :Thou  defperate  pilot,  now  at  once  run  op 
<  ^      ^  -  The  dalhing  f  od(9  vay  ifea-fick,  weary  bark  I 
r.^  r^  Serfs  to  thyhemhb^y  ntdmrftr  tb9U  tumUefi  m. 

:/^r:Hei^'s  tonif^lavel  Otrue  apathecaryl 
,'  |M  ** .  Thy  drogs  are  quick.  Thus  with  a  kifs  I  die.** . 
fo  ^iumUe  tniofart  in  afiorm^l  believe  to  be  a  fea-phrafe,  as  it 
^tamiMiq^.fm^^-mi  agroes  witlv  the  aili^n  to  the  pilot  or  tljie 
Mps^beateni  barka  .HstT^sJueeeff^  fays,  ^he*  («pntim)iag.  the  al- 
Ittfioo)  to  '^  ^egd  nuiffro'^  it  tttmiies  .la^t  or  perhaps^  to  tko  fMoi 
fuhoift^jtOMbtS^  or  tvmik  it  i»\  Jtteaning,  Jw^/b  it  nug^fitcc^in 
ridding^  me  ef  1^^  whatever  mofff  hetiJeme  efier  it^  or  wherever  it  ma^ 
tony  me*'  He  then  drinks  to  the  memory  of  Juliet's. bve,  adding 
(at  he  feels  the  poifon  work)  a  fbort  apo^phe  to  the  apothecary, 
the  dSScA  of  whofe  drugs  he  can  doubt  no  longer ;  and  turning  his 
thoc^hts  back  a^in  to  the  objoft  moil  belovo),-  he  dies  (like 
Othello)  on  a  kiisl  ' 

The  other  hemiilich  (not  dlfpofed  of)  may  yet  be  introduced ; 
how  natumlly^  mud  bejeft  to  the  reader  to  determine    The 
quarto  of  160^  exhibits  the  pa0ag«  thus : 
" -r--- Ah,  dear  jdict! 
*«  Wl«r  art  thou  yet  fo  fair  ?  I  will  believe  j 
**  Shall  I  believe  ?  thattinful^ancial  death  is  amorousj 
"  And  that  the  lean,**  &c.  - 
if  fuch  an  idea  could  have  any  foundation  in  nature,  or  be  al« 
Wed  in  poetry^  and  Romeo,  in  confequence  of  having  raifed  it  to 
&  imagination,  was  jealous  of  death,  it  would  follow,  that  in  his 
ficil  fienzy,  he  might  addrefs  himfelf  to  his  miilrefs,  and  take  her 
in  his  arms  for  the  greater  fcy:urity«    That  being  granted,  with  a 
fight  traa'f^litioa  (ong  verie  already  exceeding-  the  meafure  by 
tivo  fiter}  the  p^flage  ml^ht  be  i;ea4  thus » 
^^:    .     ,_:.     .  .  .  ;     .•  »«-^Ahl 
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Will  I  fetup  my  everlafting  reft  ^; 

A-nd  (hakethe  yoke  of  inaufpicious  ftars 

Fjapi  this  world-wearied  flcfli. — Eyes,  look  your  laft  I 

Arms,  take  your  laft  ^riibracef  and  lips,  O  you 

Tic  doors'  of  breath,  feal  with  a  righteous  kifs 

A  datelefs  bargain  to  engrofling  death ! — 

;       ,        *<-*— Ah,  dear  Juliet! 

u  v^jiy  art  ihou  yet  fo  fair  ?  Jbali  I  believe— 

•<^  I  •iV/7Zbeiieve  ^^mw  &>  ibou  in  mjforms) 

^^  That  unliiUlantial  death  is  amorous, 

**  And  diat  the  lean,"  &c» 
The  objeft  of  difpute  may  perhaps  be  fuch  as  hardly  to  defenre 
this  toil  of  tranfpofition,  but  one  critick  has  juft  as  goo4  ^  right  !• 
attempt  the  infertion  of  what  he  thinks  he  underfbinds,  as  another 
has  to  omit  a  paflage,  becaufe  he  can  make  no  ufe;  of  k  at  alL 
The  whole  of  the  conjcdure  is  ofib-ed  with  the  Icaft  decree  of  con- 
fidence, and  frdm  no  other  motive  than  a  deiire  of  preferving  every 
line^  of  Shakefpeare,  when  any  reafon,  tolerably  plaufible,'  .ca^  be 
given  In  its  favour* 

Mr.  Theobald  has  not  dealt  very  fairly  in  his  accountof  this 
fpeech,  as  the  abfurdity  4s  apparenrtly  otying  to  the.repetition  <^ 
fome  of  the  lines  by  a  blander  ot  theprictter,  who  had  thereby  made 
Romeo  confefs  the  effeds  of  tfae.pQifon  before  he  had.  tailed  it. 
On  fecond  thoughts,  it  is  not  improbable,  that  Shakefpeare  had 
written—/  w/7/  belienfe^  and  afterwards  corre^ed  it  to — SbaU 
IheUivey  without  erafing  the  former:  by -which  means  it.  has  hap- 
pened that  the  printer  has  given  us  both^  Thas^  in  what  follows— 
Carm  lie  thou  in.  f^^  amis^^^.  might  have. been  the  poet's  firft  . 
iketch  of  the>conclufioh  of  Romeo's  ipieecfa,  .which  he  forebore  to 
obliterate,  when  he  fubftituted — hercy  herewilllremain^  &c.  This 
ieems  indeed  to' be  eVideiif  from  thc^editidhbf  1599^  and  the  other 
old  editions  after  that,  in  all  which-— i)^r/  again^  as  the  catch 
word,  from  which  his  dmehdment  was  to  begin,  is  repeated-^ 
Let  fome  future  editor  decide.    SteeVkms. 

*  -^nrp'everlafiif^rejti];.  ^Ste  a^hote'-oi^  fcciie  jth  of  the  pre- 
ceding adt.  .  So,  in  the  Spof^/h  Qiffie^  by  Middleton  and  Rowley^ 
'1653:  '*    "— ^<:6u?dl^.»/>7;2y>(;^    .*  ^   v    >' 

*'  That  he  were'  ioft, ' or  tkk^rn'  prifoner,  /.  -    ' 

«'  "  I  could  hold  truce  With  forrow." 

Toy?/  up  onis  reft  is' to  be  dctcrQiiited  to  J  any  cer^Jiiij'  purpofe,  to 
refl'in  perfed  <ionfidciic^'  and  refolution,  to  make  up  one's  mind. 
Again,  in  theiatnc  play :     ' 

"  Setupth^refii  her  marrieft  thou^or  none."   Steevens,. 

,  Come, 
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Come,  bitter  conduA  '  come,  unfavoury  guide  I 
Thou  defperate  pibt,  now  af  once  run  on 
The  dalhing  rocks  thy  fea-fick  weary  "bark ! 
Here's  to  thy  health,  where*erthou  tumbled  in  t 
Here's  to  my  love! — {^Drinks}  O,  true  apothecary 
Thy  drugs  are  quick.-r-Thus  with  a  kifs  I  die.  [£)/>/. 

Enter  Friar  Laurence^  with  a  lanthom^  crow^  andfpadi. 

Lau.  Saint  Francis  be  my  fpeed  1  how  oft  to-night 
Have  my  old  feet  ftumbled  at  graves '  ? — Who's 
there? 

.     £.nter  Bahbafar. 

B&Ub.  Here's  one,  a  friend,  and  one  that  knows  you 
well. 

Ltftf.  Blifs  be  upon  you !  Tell  me,  good  my  friend. 
What  torch  is  yond',  that  vainly  lends  his  light 
To  grubs  and  eyelefs  fculls  ?  as  I  difcern. 
It  buraeth  in  the  Capulets'  monument.   ' 

Baltb.  It  doth  fo,  holy  fir ;  and  there's  my  maftcr 
One  that  you  love. 

Lau^  Who  is  it  ? 

Baltb.  Romeo. 

Lm.  Hbw  long  hath  he  been  thcte  ?    ' 

*  Come  litter  condud.]    Marftoo  alfo  ia  his  ikure«,>Y^99,  ufts 
wnduSi  iox  conduSor : 

**  Be  thou  myconduH  and  my  genius.** 
80)  in  a  former  fcene  in  this  play  :     . 

".  And  firc-ey'd  fury  be  ta^conduBiu'Qi^p        Maloke. 
*  —  hopjo  oft  to-night 
Hofve  m^  old  feet  ftumbled  at  graves  f]     This  accident  ifts 
reckoned  ominous.    So,  in  iC/HcwryVL  p^^.  ,       .  ;    . 
For  many  men  that  Jiumhle  at  the  thrdhold»  ^  ^ 
Are  well  foretold,  that  danger  lurks,  wrjtjthjn.      .  >,    .. 
A^iUy  in  K.  Ric/jard  III,    l^nftipgs,  going,  tp  c:^cution,'  fay*  * 
Three  times  to-day  my  footcloth.  horfc  iid^unr^le. 

'  Steevens. 

Baltb. 
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Balib.  Full  half  4n  hour. 

Lm.  Go  with  me  to  the  vaults 

Balib.  I  dare  not,  fir: 
My  nislfter  knows  not>  but  I  an>  gone  Henoes 
And  fearfully  did  menace  me  with  death; 
If  I  did  ftay  to  look  on  bis  tntenls* 

Laui  Stay  tben^  FU  go  alone  ^  —  Fear  comea  updA 

O^  much  I  fear  fome  ill  unlucky  thin^^ 

Baltb.  Ai  I  did  deep  under  thil  yew*^tree  here; 
^  I  dreamt  my  mafter  add  another  fought*^   ^  \ 
And  that  my  mafter  flew  him. 
•    Lau,  Rome©?— 

Alack,  alack,  what  blood  is  this,  which  (fadas,: 
The  ftonycntrance  of  this  ftpulchrc  ? —     . .;  ,  ;. ji, 
"What  mean  thefe  mafterlels  and  gory  fwbrds/ 
To  lie  difcolour'dby  this  place  of  peace  ?-t^,;.    ^ 
Romeo'i  O,  pale !— Who  eMc  ?  what,  JE^alris  too  ?^  . 
And  fteep'd  in  blood  ? — Ah,  what  an  iainkind  hciur 
Is  guilty  of  this  laiDentslble  chance  1-*^ 
The  lady  ftirs. 
Jiih  twaking.l  Oj  comfortable  friar  I  where  is  m^ 
lord? 
1  do  remember  well  where  I  fliould  be, 
And  there  I  am  i— Where  is  my  Romeo?' 

[Ndife  wiihin:\ 
Lau.  I  hear  fome  hoifc^Lady;  come  from  that 
heft  ,      .     . 

^  I  dreamt  f^  mafter  and 'another  fought  A  This  id  one  of  the 
touches  of  nature  chat  would  have  efcaped  the  hand  of  any  paintet' 
lefs  attentive  to  it  than  Shakeipeare.  What  happens  to  a  pedbn 
while  he  is  under  the  raanifefl  influence  of  fear,  will  fcem  to  him^ 
when  he  is  recovered  from  it,  like  a  dream;  Homer,  Book  8th< 
reprefetits  Rhefus  dying  faft  aileep,  and  as  it  were  behokSng  his 
enemy  in  a  dream  pluiidng  a  fword  into  his  bofom.  EufiathiuS  • 
and  Pacier  both  applaud  this  image  as  vety  natural ;  for  a  man  iix 
fuch  a  condition,  fays  Pope,  awakes  no  further  than  to  fee  con-' 
fufedly'what  environs  him,  and  to  think  it  not  a  reality,  but  a 
fifipn.    Stcevens. 

or 
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A  greater  Power  than  we  caa  comradixf^ 
Hath  thwarted  our  intents ;  conie,  come  away :, 
Thy  hufl:m)d  in  thy  bofom  there  lies  dead ; 
And  Paris  t^^  tome^  Fli  difpofc  of  thee 
Among  a  fiflerheod  of  holy  nuns : 
Stay  not  to  queftion,  for  the  watch  is  coming  $ 
Come,  go,  good  Juliet^  —  \Noife  ugain.']  I  tJare  ft^f 
no  longer.  [Exiii 

JuL  Go^  get  thee  hence,,  for  I  will  not  away* — 
"Whale's  here  i  a  cup,  tlos'd  in  my  true  love's  hand  } 
Pdifon,  I  fee,  hath  beerliiiii  titnelefs  end: — 
O  churl !  drink  all ;  and  leave  no  friendly  drop. 
To  helpline  after?—.!  will  kifs  thy  lips  \ 
Haply,  fome  poifoii  vet  doth  hang  ott  .them> 
To  make  lAte  die  with  a  reftbracive.       '    [Kijfes  hiHii 
Thy  lips  art  warnn ! 

JtV-aicbi^VHtbin]  Lead,  boy  i — Which  way  I 

ynl.  Ytst,  noife>--:ihen  I'll  be  brief.— O  happy 

^  dagger  I        "  £Snatcti$ig  Romeo's  da^er\ 

iThis  IS  thy  fheatK  \  [^ftahs  htrfelf.']  there  ruft,  and  let 

'  c'    ftie'dieSv        ^ 

JE,nier  fkafcj^  with  the  Page  of  Paris. 
Pa^e.  This  ir the  jplacc ;  thfere,  where  the  torch  dotM 

.'i^^^^'iiTtnatkralJkFp',']    Shake fpeare  alludes  to  the  deep  of 
Juliet,  which  waft  unnatural^  bctng  brought  on  by  drugs. 

Ste.evens» 
JJ*  Snatching  Rimeos  JaggerJ]  So,  in  Paintfer's  tranllation  of 
cz^rf  p^iftjfAih  torn,  ii,  p.  244.---  Drawirtg  Out  the  dagger  which 
,jmcfe)  ware  ty.liis  fide,  fiie  pricked  herfelf  with  many  bio wea 
ij^Vi^^^  Steevens^ 

J  l'4^^ere  xuitdhd  let  me  Jie.}     Is  the  reading  of  the  quattjO 
^599,     Th^tof  1597  gives  the  paflage  thus  s  / 

**  I,  noife  ?  then  niuft  I  be  refolute. 

"  Oh,  happy  dagger  !  thou  fbalt  end  my  fear, . 

^^  ,Refi\n  my  bofom,  thus  1  come  to  tht?e."' 
The  alteration  was  probably  made  by  the  poet,  when  he  introduced 
thfc  words, 

^^  ThU  U  thy  ^eaik'^      StEbvens*  ' 

PFatck 
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ff^atcb.  The  ground  is  bloody ;  Search  about  tho 
church-yard; 
Go,  fome  of  you,  whomever  you  find,  attach* 

lExeuHt  Jhme. 
Pitiful  fight !  here  lies  the  county  (lain ;.— — *      • 
And  Juliet  bleeding ;  warm^  and  newly  dead» 

Who  here  hath  lain  thefe  two  days  buried. -? 

Go,  tell  the  prince,— .run  to  the  Capulets, ^ 

?  Raife  up  the  Montagues, — fome  others  fearch :— * 
We  fee  the  ground  whereon  thefe  woes  do  lie; 
But  the  true  ground  of  all  thefe  piteous  woes^ 
We  cannot  without  circumftance  defcry* 

Unter  fome  of  the  WaUhi  naith  Baltbafar. 

%  Watch:  Here's  Ronleo's  man,  we  found  him  iii 

the  church-yard. 
1  Watch.  Hold  him  in  fafety,  *till  the  prince  come 

hither. 

^nter  another  Watchman^  with  Prior  JLaurmci 

3  Watch.  Here  is  a  friar,  that  trembles,  fighs^  and 
weeps :  .      , 

We  took  this  niattock  atid  this  fpade  from  him^ 
As  he  was  coming  from  this  church-yard  Ode. 

I  Watch.  A  great  fufpicion  ^  Stay  the  friar  too# 

Enter  the  Princii  and  atiinJants. 

Prince.  What  mifadvcnturc  is  fo  early  up,  ^ 
That  calls  our  perfon  from  our  mommg's  reft  i 

•  Raije    up    the    Montagtus.'^^Sona  others,  fiarch:-^^      Hef^ 
'feems  to  be  a  rhyme  intended,  which  ifiay  be  eaiily  refiored ; 
**  Raife  up  the  Montagues.     Some  others,  go. 
**  We  fee  the  ground  whereon  thefe  woes  do  lie, 
-  **  Bui  the  true  ground  of  all  this  piteous  «aw 
"  We  cannot  without  drcumllance  defcry/'    Johnson'^, 
It  was  often  thought  fufEcient,  in  the  time*of  Shakef^^care,  for 
the  fccoad  and  fourth  lines  in  a,  ilanza,  to  rhime  with  e^H  orher. 

Steevens. 

Enter 
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Enter  Caputet^  and  lady  Capukt^  &c. 

Cap.  What  (hould  it  be,  that  they  fo  fhriek  atbroad  ? 
La.  Cap.  The  people  in  the  ftrect  cry — Romed, 
Some — Juliet,  and  fome — Paris  j  and  all  run. 
With  open  out-cry,  toward  our  mondrhent. 
Prince.  7  What  fear  is  this,  which  ftartles  in  our  cars  ? 
JVatcb.  Sovereign,  here  lies  the  county  Paris  flain  j 
And  Romeo  dead ;  and  Juliet,  dead  before, 
Warm  and  new  kiird. 
Prince.  Search,  feek,  and  know  how  this  foul  mur- 
der comes. 
Watch.  Here  is  a  friar^  and  ilaughter'd  Romeo's 
man; 
With  inftruments  upon  them,  fit  to  open 
Thefe  dead  men's  tombs. 
Cap.  O,  heaven !— O,  wife !  look  how  our  daugh- 
ter bleeds! 
This  dagger  hath  mifta'en,  for,  ^lo!  his  houfe 

■         .  Lies 

^  Whai  fear  is  thh^  %vhtcb  JtartUs  in  your  ears  ?]    Read, 

'*  What  fear  is  this,  which  flartles  in  our  ears  ?"  Johnson, 
•  —  lo!  his  boufe^  &c.]     The  modern  editors  (contrary  to  the 
authority  of  all  the  ancient  copies,  and  without  attention  to  the 
difagreeable  aflbnance  oi  Jjeath  2iiA'Jheathed^^N\^x^^.  was  firfl  in- 
troduced by  Mr.  Pope)  read, 

*'  This  dagger  hath  mifta'en ;  for,  lo !  thejheath 
"  Lies  empty  on  the  back  of  Montague, 
**  ne  point  mif-Iheathed  in  my  daughter's  bofom..** 
The  quarto,  1597,  erroncoufly, 

cc  ._  (i^ig  dagger  hath  miftook, 
<<  For  (tee)  the  backe  is  empty  of  yong  Montague, 
**  And  it  is  flieathed  in  our  daughter's  breaft." 
The  quarto,  15Q9,  aifords  the  true  readings 

*'  This  dagger  hath  miftane,  for,  loe !  his  houfe 
"  Is  emptie  on  the  back  of  Mountague, 
"  And  //  mif-ftieaihed  in  my  daughter'?  bofome.** 
If  we  do  not  read  //  infiead  of /j,  Capulet  will  be  made  to  &y— <• 
Ihe  fcalhard  is  at  once  empty  on  the  hack  cf  Mqntaguc^  and JheatJjed  in 
JuUet*s  hojhm.    The  conllrudtion  even  with  this  cm^dation  will 
ie  irregular.  - 

Vol.  X.  M  The 
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Lies  empty. on  .the  Jijaqk  .of  Montague, 
And  it  mil-fheathed  in  mjr  daughter's  bofom. 

La.  Cap.  O  me !  this  fight  of  death  is  gs  a  h^ 
Thaf  WVOS  my  old  gg^  to  a  fepulchre. 

Enter  MmtaguCy  ^nd  Others. 

Prince.  Come,.  Montague ; :  for  thou  art  early  vUp  9^ 
To  fee  thy  fon  and  heir  more  e^rly  ciown. 

Mon.  »  Alasj  my.lifge,  my  wife  is  dead  tornijght;^ 
Grief  of  my  fon*s  exile  hath  ftopp'd  her  breath  ; 
"What  further  woe  confpircs  againft  my  age.? 

Prince.  Look,  and  thou  fhalt  fee. 

M^fi.  O  thou  untaught  V  *  what  manners  is  in  ^is^ 
To  prefs  before  thy  father  to  a  grave  ? 

The  quartos,  i6o$>,  1^37,  and  the  folio  .162  5,  offer  the  famQ 
reading,  except  that  they  concur  in  giving  is  inftead  of  ir. 

It  appears  that  xht  dagger  wi?.  ancietttly  worn  behind  the  }ack. 
So,  in  The  longer  thou  linjeji  the  more  FopI  thou  art^  1^70 : 

>*  Thou,  muft  wcare  thy  fworde  by  thy  iide,  .    .    ' 

.  ,     -**  And  thy  dagger  handfumly  at  tljy  hacked 
Again,  in  Humor^s  Or  dinar icy  &c.  an  ancient  colledion  of  fatires, 
BO  jlate:  .     ,    .  .      .  ^  ^ 

'*  See  you  the  huge  bum  dagger  at.  his  hacke  t*  Stee  ve  n s. 
The  paffage,  as  it  flands  in  the  quarto  of  1669,  and  in  the  firtf 
jEulio,  if  regulated  thus,  is  perfedfly  grammatical : 

"  This  dagger  hath  milla'en,  (for  lo !  his  houfe 

"Lie's  eropty  on  the  back  of  Montague) 

**  And  2J  mii'-lheathed  in  my  daughter's  boforo.^ 

IVIalone. 

•  — for  thou  art  early  up^  &c.]  This  ipeech'  (as  appears  fron^ 
the  following  paffage  in  The  Second  Fart  oj  the  Dowrfafl  of  RoherA 
Earl  of  Huntington^  i6oi)  -has  fomething  proverbial  in  it :     • 

"  In  you  i'faith  the  proverb's  verified, 

"  Tou  are  earljf  up^  and  yet  are  ne'er  the  near,**^  Stee  ven s. 
'  Alas^my  liege,  n^  ivife  is  dead  to-night 'y\    After  this  line  tiic 
quarto  i^<^7£ulds,  .     .  .'  .  .-  -..  ^ 

"  And  young  Ifeenvolio  is  deceafed  too.** 
But  this'I  fuppole  the  poet  rejected  on  his  revifion  of  the  play,  as 
unnecieflary  flaughter.     Steevei^s.      ^  '. 

*  Q%  ^^^°^  untaught!  &c.]     So,  in  The  Tragedy  cfl^ariuu  1^03  ,-; 
**  Ah  mel  malicious  fates  have  dorie  me  wrong  :    . 

~    Xi  Who  came  firil'to  the"  world,  (houldlhil  depart. 

**  It  not  becomes  the ^IdtVer-live  the  young  ;.         "    •* 
"  This  dealing  is  prepoftrous  and  o'er- thwart.'*  St£E  v-ens. 
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ROMEO  AF^b   JULIET.      j6i 

Prince.  Seal  up  the  mouth  of  outrage  for  a  while, 
*Till  we  can  clear  thefe  ambiguities, 
And  know  their  fpring,  their  head,  their  true  defcent ; 
And  then  will  I  be  general  of  j^our  woes. 
And  lead  ypu  even  to  death  :  Mean  time  forbear. 
And  let  mifchance  be  (lave  to  pacience. — 
Bring  Forth  the  parties  of  fufpicion. 

Lan»  1  am  the  ereateft,  able  to  do  leatt:. 
Yet  niopj  fu(pe£ted,  as  the  time  and  place 
Doth  m|i^k^  againft  me,  of  this  direful  murder ; 
And  here  I  ftandj^^^bptK  to.  impeach  and  purge 
Myfclf  condemned  and  myfelf  excused. 

Prince^  Then  fay  at  once  what  thou  doft  know  in  this, 

'  Lau.  I  wjU  be  brief,  for  my  Ihort  date  of  breath 
Is  n&t'foJ'RWg  as  is  a  tedious  tale. 
Romeo,  there  dead,  was  hufband  to  that  Juliet ; 
And  iBc?^"tfifcre  dead,  that  Romeo^s  faithf^ul  wife  : 
I  married  them  ;  and  their  ftolen  marriage-day 
'Was  Tybalt's  dooms-day,  whbfe  untimely  death 
BanifhM  the  n'tw-ihade  bridegroom  from  this  city  ; 
For  wb^,  f^^  not  for  Tybalt,  Juliet  pin'd. 
You — to  remove  that  fiege  of  grief  from  her— 
Betroth*d,7an4  WQyW  have  married  her  perforce. 
To  couocyj  Pa^'is  ;r— Xi^ep  comes  (he  to  me } 
Andx,  w|d)}v^i)^  looks^  bid  cne  devife  fome  means 
To  rid  her  from' this  fecond  marriage, 
Ois  in  my  <>9Uj^^4J^(e  ;wquld  (he  kill  herfclf. 
Then  gave  I, her,  fo  turor*d  by  hiy  arc, 
^  fl^oirt^  ^cJfion ;  which  f6  took  effed 
As  I  mirHitS; ^or'it' wrought  on  her 
The  f<^  of  death  :  mean  time  1  writ  to  Romeo, 
T^*at  .hc,/(hould.  hitter  come  as  this  dire  night. 
To  help  to  take  her  from  her  borrowed  grave, 
Being  the  time  the  potion's  force  fhould  ceafc. 


'  JLfmrenccI  It  is  mach  to  be  lamented,  that  the  poet  did  irpt 
conclude  the  dialogue  with  the  a^lon,  and  aToid  a  narrative  OC 
C?enui  which  the  audience  already  knew.    Johnsok. 
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164       ROMEO  AND  JULIET* 

But  he  which  bore  my  letter,  friar  Joho,  / 

Was  ftaid  by  accident ;  and  yeftcrnight 

Returned  my  letter  back  :  Then  all  alone. 

At  the  prefixed  hour  of  her  waking. 

Came  I  to  take  her  from  her  kindred's  vault ; 

Meaning  to  keep  her  cl6fely  at  my  cell» 

'Till  I  conveniently  could  fend  to  Ronxo : 

But,  when  I  came,  (fome  minute  ere  the  tiai€ 

Of  her  awaking)  here  untimely  lay 

The  noble  Paris,  and  true  Romeo,  dead. 

She  wakes ;  and  I  entreated  her  come  forth. 

And  bear  this  work  of  heaven  with  patience : 

But  then  a  noife  did  fcare  me  from  the  tomb; 

And  Ihe,  too  defperate,  would  not  go  with  me. 

But  (as  it.feems)  did  violence  on  herfelf. 

All  this  I  knowj  and  to  the  marriage 

Her  nurfe  is  privy ;  And,  if  aught  in  this 

Mifcarry'd  by  my  fault,  let  my  old  life 

Be  facrific'd,  fome  hour  before  his  time. 

Unto  the  rigour  of  fevereft  law.  > 

Prince.  We  ft  ill  have  known  thee  for  a  holy  man. — 
Where's  Romeo's  man  ?  what  can  he  fay  to  this  ?    . 

Bahb.  I  brought  my  matter  news  of  Juliet's  death  % 
And  then  in  pojft  he  came  from  Mantua, 
To  this  fame  place,  to  this  fame  monument. 
This  letter  he  early  bid  me  give  his  father  j 
And  threatened  me  with  death,  going  in  the  vault^. 
If  I  departed  not,  and  left  him  there. 

Prince.  Give  me  the  letter,  I  will  look  on  it. 
Where  is  the  county's  page  that  rais'd  the  watch?-— 
Sirrah,  what  made  your  mafter  in  this  pl?ice  ? 

Page,  He  came  with  flowers  to  ftrew  his  lady's 
grave ;  ,  ,    - 

And  bid  me  ftand  aloof,  and  fo  I  did : 
Anon,  comes  one  with  light  to  ope  the  tomb  j 
And,  by  and  by,  my  mafter  drew  on  him  j 
And  then  I  ran  away  to  call  the  watch. 

5  .  ,  Princi. 
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ROMEO  Ai^D  JULIET.        165 

Prince.  This  letter  doth  make  good  the   friar's 
words, 
Their  courfc  of  love,  the  tidings  of  her  death  ; 
And  here  he  writes — that  he  did  buy  9  poifon 
Of  a  poor  'pothecary,  and  therewithal 

Came  to  this  vault  to  die,  and  lie  with  Juliet, 

Where  be  thefe  enemies  ?  Caipulet !  Montague  !— 

See,  what  a  fcourge  is  laid  upon  your  hate. 

That  heaven  finds  means  to  kill  your  joys  with  love  ! 

And  I,  for  winking  at  your  difcords  too. 

Have  loft  a  brace  of  kinfmen : — all  are  punifh'd. 

Cap.  O,  brother  Montague,  give  me  thy  hand  : 
This  is  my  daughter's  jointure,  for  no  more 
Can  I  demand.    , 

Mm.  But  I  can  give  thee  more : 
For  I  will  raiie  her  ftatue  in  pure  gold ; 
That,  while  Verona  by  that  name  is  known, 
There  (hall  no  figure  at  fuch  rate  be  fct. 
As  that  of  true  and  faithful  Juliet. 

Cap.  As  rich  fliall  Romeo  by  his  lady  lie  j  ^ 

Poor  facrifices  of  our  enmity ! 
Prince.  A  glooming  peace  4  this  morning  with  it 
brings  J 
The  fun,  for  forrow,  will  not  fhew  his  head : 
Go  hence,  to  have  more  talk  of  thefe  fad  things ; 
5  Sopic  ihall  be  pardon'd,  and  fome  punilhed : 

For 

♦  A  glooming  fe/itcej  &c.]  The  modern  editions  read — gloomy ; 
but  gboming^  which  is  the  old  readings  may  be  the  true  one.  So, 
}n  the  Bpamjb  Tragedy^  1605  : 

♦*  Through  dreadful  ihades  of  cvcr^glooming  night.** 
To  gipom  is  an  ancient  verb  ufed  by  Spenler ;  and  I  meet  with  it 
likemfe  in  the  play  of  Tom  fyier  and  his  fVifey  1598 : 

**  If  cithcrhe  gafpethor^&^/^/Z?."    Steevens. 
?  Sme  Jball  he  parMd^  i^d  fome  punilbed i\     This  feems  to%>e 
not  a  refolutipn  in  the  prince^  but  a  re^edtion  on  the  various  dif- 
penfations  of  Providence  \  for  who  was  there  that  could  juibly  be 
puniihed  by  any  liunian  law  ?     £bw a  r  ds's  MSS« 

This  line  has  reference  tO(  the  novel  from  which  the  fabler  is 
^Icen*    Here  we  read  that  Juliet's  female  attendant  was  banifhed. 
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i6$       ROMEO   ANO   J  U  1. 1  E  T. 

Fpr  never  was  a  ftory  of  more  woe. 

Than  this  of  Juliet  and  her  Romeo  ^.     [^Exeunt  ot^nes. 

for  conceallns;  the  niarriaj^e  \  Romeo's  fervant  fct  at  liberty  becaufb 
he  had  only  a^d  in  obedience  to  his  mailer^  orders ;  the  apothecary 
taken,  tortured,  condemned,  and  hanged ;  while  Friar  Laurence  w^ 
p^rmittpdto  retire  to  s|  hermitage  in  the  neigl^bourhood  of  Vcron^ 
where  he  ended  his  life  in  penitence  arid  peace.     Steevens. 

•  — Juliet  and  her  Borneo,']  Shakefpeare  has  not  effected  the 
alteration  of  this  play  by  introducing  any  new  incidents,  but 
merely  by  adding  to   the  length  of  the  fcenes, 

The  piece  appears  to  have  been  always  a  y^ry  popular  one, 
MarftpD,  in  his  fatircs,  1598,  fays: 

**  Lufcus,  what's  play'd  to-day  ? — faith,  now  I  know 
\  **  I  fet  thy  lips  abroath,  from  whence  doth  ^ow 

*•  Nought  hut  pure  Juliet  and  Rpmeo."      Ste^^vens. 

Th  I  s  play  is  one  of  the  mqft  pleafing  of  our  author's  perform* 
?inces.  The  fcepes  are  bufy  and  various,  the  incidents  numeroys 
and  important,  the catafti»phe  irrefiftibly  atfbfling,  and  the  prbcefs 
of  the  adion  carried  on  with  fuch  probability^  at  Icafl  with  fuch 
congruity  to  popular  opinions,  as  tragedy  requinesf* 

Here  is  one  of  the  few  attempts  of  Shakefpeare  to  cxhihit  the 
converfation  of. gentlemen,  to  reprefent  the  airy  fprightlincls  of 
juvenile  elegance.  Mr,  Dry  den  mentions  a  tradition,  which  might 
eaiily  reacl)  his  time,  of  a  declaration  made  by  Shakefpeare,  that 
he  txias  phllgcd  to  kill  Mercutio  in  the  third  «<*?,  kji  hejbould  hanf^  been 
hUcd  by  him.  Yet  he  thinks  him  no  fuch  formidable  perfouy  but  that 
he  might  have  lived  through  the  pl^^  and  died  in  his  bed^  without  danger 
to  a  poet.  Dryderi  well  knew,  had  he  been  in  quefl  of  truth, 
that,  in  a  pointed  fentente,  more  reg^d  is  conunoi^  had  to  the 
words  than  the  thpughr,  and  that  it  is  very  feldom  to  oe  rigoroufly 
under  flood.  Mercutio*s  wit,  gaiety,  and  courage,  will  always  pro- 
cure him  friends  that  wiih  him  a  longer  life  ;  but  his  death  is  not 
precipitated,  he  has  lived  out  the  time  allotted  him  in  the  con- 
flruCtion  of  the  play ;  nor  do  I  doubt  the  ability  of  Shakefpeare 
to  have  continued  his  exigence,  though  fome  of  his  fallies  are  per- 
haps out  of  the  reach  of  Dryden ;  whofc  genius  was  not  very  fer- 
tile oP  merriment,  nbr  duftile  to  humour^  but  acute,  argumentative, 
comprehenfive,  and  fublimc. 

The  Nurfe  is  one  of  the  chara^fters  in  which  the  author  de- 
lighted ;  he  has,  with  great  fubtilty  of  diflint^on,  drawn'  her  at 
once  Ipquagious  and  fecret,  obfequious  and  infolent,  truity  and  dif-' 
honeft. 

His  comic  fcenes  are  happil/  wrought,  but  his  pathetic  ilrainj 
are  always  polluted  with  fome  unexpeded  depravations.  His  per- 
fons,  however  4>^re%d,  havf  a  cgnceiti  left  tben\  in  tfmr  mifery^  a 
fttiferahle  conceit*    John  SON, 
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Perfons  Reprefented. 


CLAUDIUS,  king  af  Denmark. 

Mamlet,  fen  to  the  former,  and  nepkew  to  tieprefexif 

Fortinbras,  prince  of  Norway. 
Polonius,  lord  chamberlain. 
Horatio,  friend  to  Hamlet, 
J-aertes,  fon  to  Polonius. 
Voltimand,         "J 
Cornelius,  f 

Rofencrantz,       f  ^ftm* 
Guildcnftern,     J 
Ofrick,  a  courtier, 
Another  courtier!! 
A  friefl. 

Marcellus,     1      - 
Bernardo,       /   '^''^^ 
f  rancifco,  afoldier. 
Reynaldo,  fervant  to  Pokniui* 
A  captain;  An  ambaffador. 
Qboft  of  Hamlefs  father. 

Gertrude,  queen  of  Denmark,,  and  mother  to  Hamkt, 
Ophelia,  daughter  to  Polonius. 

lords,  ladies,  players,  grave-diggers,  faihrs,  meBigers^ 
and  other  attendants.  *» 

S  C  E  N  E,  JE^few. 
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E  L  S  INO  U  Rf 

A  platform  hfort  tie  palace. 

Francifco  m  his  pofi.    Enter  to  him  Bernardo,. 

fer^  Who's  there  ? 

fran.  Nay^  anfwer  me  ^ :  fiand,  and  unfold  yo^f• 
fclf. 

Bsr. 

t  ^fimkt*^  Thp  original  ftory  on  which  this  play  is  bujlt,  may 
he  founq  i^  Sazo  Granun^ticus  the  Danifli  hiftorian.  From  thence 
Selleforeft  ^gptcd  it  in  hb  coUeftion  of  novels,  in  (even  vplumei, 
which  he  heganin  1564,  and  continued  to  pubfiih  through  fuC-: 
feeding  yegrs.  Frojn  this  worlc,  fie  H^orie  cf  Hamhktt^  <]uarto^ 
hi.  L  wa9  tranflated*  I  have  hitherto  met  with  no  earlier  edition 
of  the  play  than  one  In  the  year  1604,  though  it  mufl  have  been 
performed  before  that  time,  as  I  have  feen  a  copy  of  &peght'$ 
edition  of  Chaucer,  which  formerly  belonged  to  Dr.  &Sriel 
Harvey,  (the  antagonift  of  Nafh)  who,  in  his  own  hand-writing, 
has  fet  down  the  p&y,  as  a  performance  with  which  he  was  well  ac- 
quainted, in  the  year  i  C98.  His  words  are  thefe :  ^'  The  youngs 
^  fort  take  much  delight  in  Shakefoeare's  Venus  and  Adonis;  but 
f^  his  Luaoce,  and  his  tragedy  of  Hamlet  Prince  of  J^enmark^y 
f*  have  it  in  them  to  pleafe  the  wifer  fort,  x^Q?-" 

In  the  books  of  the  Stationers'  Company  diis  play  was  entered 
by  James  Robert*,  July  26,  1602,  under  the  title  of"  A  bocke 
piled  Tbs  Revenge  efHam]m%  Prince  cf  Denmarh^  as  it  was  lately 
8^  by  the  Lord  Chamberlain  hia  fervantes,^ 

tn 
r.v         '         "  '  '   '     _  III  w  ■■  I  III     ■  I  ti     w   t 

f  Mti  !•  Jt  This  play  is  printed  both  in  the  fblio  of  1 623^,  and  iti 
ilie  quarto  of  1637,  more  corredly,  than  almoft  any  other  of  the 
workft  of  Shdcefpeare.    Joknsow. 

'  — "«tf  •']  i*  e.  Mr  who  am  already  on  th«  watcfiy  and  haf^a 
|j|^ttQ  demand  the  watch^word.    Steeven^. 
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Ber.  L5Qg  live  the  king ! 

^ran.  Bernardo?  ~ 

Ber.  He, 

Fran.  You  come  moft  carefully  upon  your  hour^ 

Ber.  *Tis  now  flruck  twelve  \  get  thee  to  bed, 
Francifco^ 

Fran.  For  this  relief,  much  thanks :  'tis  bitter  cold. 
And  I  am  fick  at  heart. 

Ber.  Have  you  had  quiet-  guard  ? 

Fran.  Not  a  moufe  ftirring, 

Ber.  Well,  good  night. 
If  you  dp  mcpc  Horatio  .and  .Marccfllus, 

In  EafivDord  Hoe  by  G.  Chapman,  B.  Jon&n,*  and  *t.  Marfton, 
1605,  i3  A  fling  at  the  htxp  of  this  tragedy,     A  footman  named 

'  Hamkt  enters^  and  a  tankard-bearer  alks  him -^^^^foote, /JMr/, 
are  you  madV^  The  following  particulars,  relative  to  the  date  of 
the  piece,  are  borrowed  from  Dr.  Farmer's  EJfy  on  the  Learning 
of  Shakejpeare^  p.  85,  86,  iecond  edition.  .     . 

•*  Greene,  in  the  Epiftle  prefixed  to  his  Arcadia^  hath  a  la(h  at 
fome  "  vaine  glorious  tragedians,**  and  very  plainly  at  Shakefpeaic 
in  particular. — **  I  leave  all  thefe  to  the  mercy  of  their  motJxT' 
tongue^  that  feed  on  nought  but  the  crums  that  fall  from  the  trimf 

'  lator*s  trencher. — ^That  could  fcarcely  latintTie  their  neck  vcrfe  if 
they  fhould  have  neede,  yet  Engli/h  Seneca  read  by  candlelight  yeelds 
many  good  fentences— hee  will  affoord  you  whole  HamUtSy  I 
ihould  lay,  handfuU  of  tragicall  fpeeches.** — I  cannot  determine  ex- 
actly when  this  Epiftle  was  firft  publiflied  ;  but,  I  fancy,  it  will 
carry  the  original  Hamlet  fomewhat  further  back  than  we  have 

'  hitherto  done  :  and  it  may  be  obferved,  that  the  oldeft  copy  now 
extant,  is  faid  to  be  "  enlarged  to  almoft  as  much  againe  as  it  was,'* 
Gabriel  Harvey  printed  at  the  end  of  the  year  r  C92,  "  Foure  Let- 
ters and  certaine,Sonnetrs,  efpecially  toMohxtig Kohert  Greene:^  in 

.  one  of  which  his  Arcadia  is  mentioned.  Now  Najh^s  EpifUe  mud 
have  been  previous  to  thefe,  as  Gabriel  is  quoted  in  it  with  ap- 
plaufe ;  and  the  Foure  Letters  were  the  beginning  of  a  quarrel. 
Najb  replied,  in  **  Strange  news  of  the  intercepting  certaine  Let- 
ters, and  a  Convoy  of  Verfes,  as  they  were  going  frivilic  to  vi6tuall 
the  Lo^Jj  Countries^  '^QS***  Harvey  rejoined  the  fame  year  in 
**  Pierces  Supererogation,  or  a  new  praife  of  the  old  Affc.  And 
Uajb  again,  in  "  Have  with  you  to  Safron-Walden^  or  Gakiell 

.  Harvey's  Hunt  is  up ;  cpnt.aining  a  full  aufwer  to  the  eldefl  foobe 
of  the  halter-maker,  1596." — ^i^ditti  before  1606,  disappears  from 
an  old icomedy  called  '**  .The  Return  from  i*arnai{li3/*  J>teevens, 
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PRINCE  OF  DEN  M- A  R  K,    j/i 
4  The  rivals  of  my  watch,  bid  them  make  haftc. 
Enter  Horatio^  and  Marcellus. 

Fran.  I  think,  I  hear  them. — Standi  ho !  Who  i» 
there? 

Hot.  Friends  to  this  ground. 

Mar-  And  liegeman  to  the  Dane. 

Fran.  Give  you  good  night. 

Mar.  O,  farewel,  honcft  foldier : 
Who  hath  reliev'd  you  ? 

Fran.  .Bernardo  hath  ijiy  plwe. 
Give  you  gopd  night.  [Exsf  FrAmifio. 

Mar.  Holla!  Bernardo  I 

Ber.  Say,  . 
What,  IS  Horjitio  there  ? 

5  Hor.  A  piece  of  him. 

*  fl?envaLh  ^myivafchy]     ^/Wi>^  for  pfrrtnew.  WARftuuTON. 
By  rivals  cff^e  kvafc/j  aye  meant  thofc.  who  were  to  watch  on  the 
next  adjoining  ground.     Rivals^  in  the  original  fenfe  of  the  lyord, 
were  proprietors  of  neighbouring  land's^  purted*  only  by  a  brook, 
which  belonged  equally  to  both.     Han  me  r. 
So,  in  Hey  wood's  Raf>e  of  Lucrece^  1636 : 
'*  'tzdlla,     Aruns,  aflbciate  him. 
•*  Aruns,  A  rinfol  with  my  brother,  &c.** 
Again,  in  the  Tragedy  of  Hoffman^  1637  : 

•«  And  make  thee  rivalin  thofe  governments.** 
K^n^inAntanyandCkofitHra^  Adt  3.  Sc.  5  : — having  made^ufe 
.pf  him  in  the  wars  againft  Pompcy,    prefently  deny'd  him  ri* 
valityJ*    St^evens. 
I  Ihould  propqle  to  point  and  alter  this  paiTagethuiH-* 
If  you  do  meet  Horatio,  and  Marcellus  ' 

The  rival  ^f  my  watch — 
Horatio  is  reprefented  throughout  the  play  as  a  gentleman  of  no 
profeffion.     Marcellus  was  an  officer,  and  confcqucntly  did  that 
through  duty,  for  which  Horatio  had  no  motive  but  curiofity. 
Befides,  there  is  but  one  perfon  on  each  watch.     Bernardo  comes 
to  relieve  Francifco,  and  Marcellus  to  fupply   the  place  of  fome 
tj^ktoti  the  adjoining  ftation.     The  reason  why  Bernardo  as  well 
4V.  -  Hj-^jjg  j.gf^  expect  Horatio;  was  because  he  knew  him  to  be  in- 
fcrmed  of  what  had  happened  the  night  before.     Warner. 
•  -^'Hor.  A  piece  ofiim,]     But  why  a />iece  f    He  fays  this  as  lie 
::  gives  his.  hand.     Which  direction  fliou Id  be  marked.     Warb. 
apiece  ofblmy  is,  I  believe,  no  more  than  a  cant  cxpreffion. 

Steevens. 

Ber. 
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JB^r.  Welcome,  Horatio;  wckome,  good  MarceUu^^ 

Mar.  What  ^,  has  this  thing  appeared  again  to- 
night ? 

Mir.  I  have  fete'  nothing. 

Mar.  Horatio  fays,  'tis  but  our  phantafy ; 
And  will  not  let  belief  take  hold  of  him, 
Touching  this  dreaded  fight,  twice  feen  of  us :     ^ 
Therefore  I  have  intreated  him  along,  - 
With  us  to  watch  7  the  minutes  of  this  nightj, 
That,  if  again  this  apparition  come. 
He  may  ®  approve  our  eyes,  and  fpeak  to  it. 

B9r.  Tulh  !  tulh  !  'twill  not  appear* 

Ber.  Sit  down  a  while ; 
And  let  us  once  again  affail  your  ears^ 
That  are  fo  fortified  againft  our  ftory, 
^  What  we  two  nights  have  fcci>. 

tUr.  Well,  fit  we  down, 
And  let  us  hear  Bernardo  fpeak  of  this. 

Ber.  Laft  night  of  all. 
When  yon  fame  ftar,  that's  weftward  from  the  pole, 
Pad  made  his  courfe  to  illume  that  part  of  heaven 
Where  now  it  burns,  Marcelhis,  and  xnyfelf. 
The  bell  then  beating  one,— — 

•  What^  te.]    The  quartos  give  this  fpeech  fa  Horatio. 

,  Steevens,- 

'^  ^^  the  minutes  of  this  night ;]  This  feems  to  have  been  an  ex^ 
preffioD  common  in  Shakefpearc^s  time«  I  find  it  in  one  of  Ford^s 
plays,  The  Fancies^  AiSk  ^. 

I  pyomifc  ere  the  minutes  of  the  night.     Steevbhs. 
* -*i  approve  eur  ^«,— -]     Add  a  new  te^mony  to  that  of 
eur  eyes.    Josnson* 
&),  in  Heywood*$  Iron  Jge^  1632 : 

^*  I  can  by  grounded  arguments  effrov^ 
^  Your  power  and  potency/* 
Agiifi)  in  Anteny  and  Cleopatra: 

■  ■'  J     '  I  am  full  lorry 
That  he  approves  the  common  lyar,  who 
Thus  fpeaks  of  him  at  Rome.-—    Steevens. 

•  What  <we  tw&  nights  havefien.l  This  line  is  by  Hanmer  given 
tjo  Marceilus,  but  without  jicceffity*    Johnson. 

Mar* 
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Mar.  Peace^  break  thee  oS\  looki  whcle  k  cmIc^ 
agaio! 

Enier  Gbcfi. 

.  Bar.  In  the  fane  Bgure^  fike  the  king  that's  dead. 
Mar.  Thou  art  a  fcholar,  fpeak  to  it,  Horatio. 
Ber.  Looks  k  not  like  the  kiiig  ?  mark  it»  Ho« 

ratio. 
H^.  Mod  like : — it  harcows  ^  me  with  fear^  and 

wonder. 
Ber.  It  woukt  be  fpoke  to. 
Mar.  Speak  to  it^  Horatio. 
Her.  What  art  thou^  that  ufurp'ft  this  time  of 
night. 
Together  with  that  fair  and  warlike  form 
In  which  the  majefly  of  bury'd  Denmark 
Did  fometime  march  ?    by  heaven  I  charge"  thee» 
fpeak. 
Mar.  It  is  offended. 
Ber.  See  !  it  ftalks  away. 
Hor. .  Stay  5  fpeak ;  I  charge  thee,  fpeak. 

XExitGhofi^ 
Mar.  'Tis  gone,  and  will  not  anfwer.   . 
Ber.  How  now,  Horatio  ?  you  tremble,  and  look 
pale: 
Is  not  this  fomething^  more  than  phantafy  ? 
What  think  you  of  it  ? 

Her.  Before  my  God,  I  might  ndt  this  believe. 
Without  the  fenfible  and'  true  avouch 
Of  mine  own  eyes. 
Mar.  Is  it  not  like  the  king  \ 
Hor.  As  thou  art  to  thyfdf : 
Such  was  the  very  armour  he  had  on, 

'  It  harrows  me^  &c.]  To  harrfmj  is  to  conquer,  td  fubdue. 
The  word  is  of  Saxon  origin.  So,  in  the  old  bl.  L  romance  of 
^  Eglamoure  tf  Artoys :  , 

"  He  fwore  by  him  that  harawed  helU**    SxiavaNS* 

Whca 
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When  be  the  ambitious  Norway  combated  i 
So  frowned  he  once,  when,  in  an  angry  parle  *, 
3  He  fmote  the  4  flcddcd  Polack  on  the  ice. 
*Tis  ftrange. 

Mar.  Thus,  ttvice  before,  5and  juft  at  tKis.d«d 
hour. 
With  n^artial  ftaik  he  hath  gone  by  our  watch. 

*  -^  a»  0f^gry  parle,]    This  is  one  of  the  affeded  words  intro- 
duced by  Li/^.     So,  in  Tkvo  fVife  Men  and  all  the  Reji  Foohy  i6j  9 : 
«*  —  that  you  told  me  at  our  \?[ik paile,^    Steevens. 
'  Hit  fmote  thejkdded  Polack  on  the  ic€*'\     Pole-ax  in  the  com- 
mon editions.    He  fpeaks  oF  a  prince  of  Poland  whom  he  flew  in 
battle.    He  ufes  the  word  Poiack  again»  h&  2.  Scene  4.    Fof£, 

Polaek  was,  in  that  age,  the  term  for  axi  inhabitant  of  Poland : 
Polaque^  French.  As  in  F.  Davifon's  trandation  of  FaiTeratius's 
epitaph  on  Henry  IIL  of  France,  publilhed  by  Camden : 

**  Whether  thy  chance  or  choice  thee  hither  brings, 
*'  ^ta^,  pajOTenger*  and  wail  the  beft  of  kings. 
*'  This  little  ilone  a  great  king's  heart  doth  hold, 
«*  Who  rulM  the  fickle  French  vltA  Polacks  bold : 
*•  Whom,  with  a  mighty  warhke  hoft  attended^ 
<*  With  traitVous  knife  a  cowled  monfter  ended.   • 
**  So  fiail  are  even  the  higheft  earthly  things,  ...     .  . 
*<  Go,  pailenger,  and  wail  the  hap  ot  kings.'^    Johnson. 
KgBLin,  in  FitioriaCSromiottayScc.  i  61 1:     .  .   < 

**  —  I  fcorn  him 
•*  Like  a  fhavM  Ptf^drcl— *    Stkevens. 
^  AJledf  or  Jle4ge\  Is  a  carriage  without  wheels,  made  ufe  of  in 
the  cold  countries.    $0,  in  TtSihttrlaine  or  the  Scythian- Sb^berd^ 
1590. 

"  upon  an  ivotyjied 

"  Thou  {halt  be  drawn  among  the  frozen  poles.*'    Steev. 
'  —  and  juft  at  this  deadhour^}     The  old  quarto  reads y«»^: 
but  the  following  editions  difcarded  it  for  a  more  faihionaUc 
word.    Warbtjrton. 

The  old  reading  is  Jump  at  this  fame  hour ;  fame  is  a  kind  of  cor- 
relative to  jump  I  juft  is  in  the  oldefl  folio.  The  corredion  was 
probably  made  by  the  author.    Johnson. 

Jump  and  ju/i  were  fynonymous  in  the  time  of  Shakefpeare. 
.  Ben  Jonfon  fpeaks  of  verfes  made  on  jump  napies^  i.  e.  names  t^ac 
^^jQiit  exadly.     NatTi  fays — ^*^  ^nd  jumpe^  imitating  a  verfc  in  As  ia 
;'prflBfenti."    So,  in  Chapman's  Maj  pay^  161 1 : 

«*  Your  appointment  w^BJump  at  three,  with  mc.**  , 
Again,  in  The  Arcadia  by  Shirk}',  1640, 

**  —  lb  even  iiVi^jump  with  his  dcfires.'* 
7  Agsun, 
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Hint.  ^  In  what  particular  thought  to  wofk^  I  know 
not; 
But,  in  the  7  grofs  and  fcope  of  mine  opinbn^ 
This  bodes  fon)e.  Acange  eruption  to  our  ftate. 

Mar.  Good.  now»  fii^down^  and  tell  me,  he  that 
knows. 
Why  this  fame  ftrid  and  molNjbfervant  watch 
So  nightly  toils  the  fubjea  of  the  land  ? 
And  why  fuch  daily  caft  «  of  brazen  cannon. 
And  foreign  mart  for  implements  of  war  ? 
Why  fuch  imprefs  of  fhip-wrights,  whofe  forci  talk 
Docs  not  divide  the  funday  from  the  week  ? 
What  might  be  toward,  that  this  fweaty  hafte 
Doth  make  the  night  joint-labourfer  with  the  day  1 
Who  is't,  that  can  inform  me  \ 

Hot.  That  can  I ; 
At  leaft,  the  whifper  goes  fo.     Our  laft  king, 
Whofe  image  even  but  now  appeared  to  us. 
Was,  as  you  know,  by  Fortihbras  of  Norway, 
Thereto  prick*d  on  by  a  moft  emulate  pride, 
Dar'd  to  the  combat ;  in  which,  our  valiant  Hamlet 
(For  fo  this  fide  of  our  known  world  efteem'd  him) 
Did  flay  this  Fortinbras  5  9  who,  by  a  fcal'd  compact. 

Well 

Again,  in  M,  K^ns  tranilation  of  the  Andrla  of  Terence^  1^88  : 
**  Comes  he  this  day  lo  jump  in  the  very  time  of  this 
•      marriage?**    Steevens. 

•  In  what  particular  thought  to  work^l  ^  ^*  What  particular  train 
•f  thinking  to  foUow.    Steevens. 

'—  Gr^sandfcope^"'^^']    General  thoughts,  and  tendency  at 
^^gc.    Johnson. 

•  —  daiy  caft — ']    The  quartos  read  cq/i^    Steevens. 
t  —  ^o  hy  afeaJ^deompaSl^ 

Will  ratted  by  kn\j  and  heraldry  f]  The  fubjcft  fpoken  of  b 
a  duel  between  two  monarchs*  who  fought  for  a  wager,  and  entered 
into  articles  for  the  juft  performance  of  the  terms  agreed  upon^ 
Two  Tons  of  law  then  were  necciTary  to  regulate  the  decifion  of  the 
"  affair:  t^^  civil law^  andtheiirju  ^  arm;  as,  had  there  been  a 
wager  \dtfaout  a  duel,  it  had  been  the  civil  knxi  only ;  or  a  duel 
without  a  wager,  the  laiu  of  ^rms  on^.  Let  us  fee  now  how  our 
author  is  made  to  exprefs  this  fenfe. 

— a/e{dM 
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Did  forfeit,  with  his  life,  all  thofe  his  land^i 

Which  he  ftood  fciz'd  of,  to  the  conqueror  i 

Againft  the  wbich^  a  moiety  competedt 

Was  gaged  by  our  king ;  ivhich  had  returned 

To  the  inheritance  of  Fortinbras, 

Had  he  been  yanquiiber ;  « as,  by  that  covenant^ 

»  And  carriage  of  the  articles  defign'd. 

His  fell  to  Hamlet:  Now,  fir,  young  FortinbrasT^ 

'  Of  unimproved  mettle  hot  and  &U^ 

HAih 

"""  '  ',■  '  afimd  e&it^octy 

WeU  ratified  by  law  and  berMfv* 
Kow  tov,  as  diftinguiihed  from  berdldry^  figni^ing  the  ctifitlmui 
and  this  fesdM  compadt  beinga  av//i^<u;  ?«5t^  it  is  as  linilsh  as  tb  fay^ 
An  oB  rfkwD  well  ratified  hy  law^  which  is  abfurd^  For  the  nsfture 
of  ratification  requires  that  which  ratifies,  and  that  which  is  radfied^ 
ihould  not  beone  and  the  fame^  but  diftrent*  For  thtfe  reafims  I 
conclude  Shalcefpeare  wrote : 

■  ■  'Ooho  hy  feaTd  compad 

Widl  ratified  hy  lam  of  heraldry. 
1. 1.  the  execution  of  the  civil  compad  i^as  ratified  by  the  law  <$f 
anns ;  which,  in  our  author's  time,  was  called  the  mn  ofherakhyi 
So  the  bed  and  esadtell  fp^ker  of  that  age :  Tn  the  third  hnd^  [i,  e* 
of  the  ^ns  gentium]  the  law  of  heraldry  in  war  isfofiiive^  &c.  Hom^i 
Ecek^ical  Ptli^*    WARBUKtoir. 

Mr*  Upton  fays,  that  Shakefpeare  fometimes  exprefiTes  one  thing 
by  two  fuMantives,  and  that  law  and  heraldry  meails,  by  the  heram 
iatf>^     So  Ant,  and  Cleop,  ASt  4. 

**  Where  rather  I  expe£t  Ti6h)riou8  life, 

**  Than  death  and  honour^  i.  e*  honourable  death .*^ 

SxEEVEI^n 

Puttenhant^  in  his  Art  tf  Poefie^  fpefdcs  of  the  Figtire  ^'Twjmner^ 
•«  h^fes  and  barhesy  fgr  harbidhorjes^  n^fdm  &  Dortes^  for  vsmmMs 
Dartesg  bcc.'^    Farmer* 
^  '^  dsy  by  that  covenant, 
And  carrii^e  cfthe  articles  JUfignd^  ]    The  oU  quarto  rtads  i 
—  iw  ^  thefitme  comart; 
abd  this  is  right.    Camart  fignifies  a  bargain,  and  carriage  ifthi 
artidesy  the  cavenants  entered  into  to  confirm  that  bargain.    Hened 
we  (ee  the  common  reading  makes  a  tautology.    Warbvr'tok. 
I  can  find  no  fuch  word  as  eonmrt  iri  any  difHonary.    Steev, 
*  And  carriage  of  the  articles  defign'd,]     Carriage^  is  import t 
d^f!^d/\%formedy  drawn  up  between  them.    Johnson. 
^  Q/*  unimproved  OTf//^5p-—^     Unimfro^d^  iot-unrefined. 

Warburton» 
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Hath  in  the  ftirts  of  Norway^  here  and  thcfe, 

^  Sharked  up  a  lift  of  laindlefs  refolutes. 

For  food  and  diet,  to  fome  cnterprize 

s  That  hath  a  ftomach  in^t }  which  is  no  other       • 

(As  it  doth  wcH  appear  unto  our  ftate) 

But  to  recover  of  us,  by  ftrong  hand, 

^  And  ternfis  compulfatory,  thofe  forcfaid  lands 

So  by  his  father  loft :  And  this,  I  take  it. 

Is  the  mam  motive  of  otir  preparations ; 

The  fource  of  this^  our  watch ;  and  the  chi|f  head 

Of  this  poft-haftc  and  rbrtiage  7  in  the  land. 

Ber.  [^  I  think,  it  be  no  other,  but  even  fo : 
Well  may  it  fort  9,  that  this  portentous  figure 
Comes  armed  through  our  watch  3  fo  like  the  king 
That  was,  and  is  the  queftion  of  thefe  wars. 

Hot.  a  mote  it  is  ',  ta  trouble  the  mind's  eye. 
In  the  moft  high  and  *  palmy  ftate  of  Rome, 
A  littk  eK  the  mightieft  Ju^us  ff  11, 

FuBrfummj^&vidmtiki  is  full  of  ipirit  not  regulated  or  guided 
by  knowledge  or  escperience,    Johnson.  • 

*  Sharl^d  up  a  lift,  &c.J  I  believe  tojhari  up  means  to  pick  up 
^Miout  dift!n6tion,  as  xhtJbark'Mi  collets  his  prey.  The  quartos 
na/ilmnUfsmStesAoilandUfu    Steevens. 

*  na$  batk  a  fiproach  ^sV;— ]  Stomachy  in  the  time  of  oiir 
luthory  was  ufed  for  conftan^y  r^ohuioh^    Jo h  n s on. 

'  ^i^/^rmj  compulfativey'-^j    The  old  quarto,  better,  e$mpuU 
fatty*    War  BUR  TON, 
^  —  tmuige^^']    Tumultuous  huny.    Johnson. 

*  libmk^^c.']  Theie,  and  all  other  lines  confinM  within  crotchets 
Arou§^KHtt  this  play,  are  omitted  in  the  folio  edition  of  1623.  The 
^Miuiffiions  leave  the  pky  fometimes  better  and^fometimes  worfe, 
and  feem  made  only  tor  the  fake  of  abbreviation.    Johnson. 

It  may  be  wordi  while  toobfervc,  that  the  title  pages  of  the  firft 
quartos  in  1604  and  1605,  declare  this  play  to  be  enhrged  ta  idmtfi 
as  much  againe  as  it  ^tvasg  according  ta  the  true  andferfiB  coppy* 

Steevens. 

*  Win  my  it/tfrt^ — "]  The  caufe  and  the  effeft  are  proportionate 
andfuitable.    Johnson. 

*  A  inoec  itisy^']  The  firft  quarto  reads,  a  nwth.    Steevens. 

*  —  palmy^4/f  cfRome^l  rahry^  for  vS^mcus;  in  tlie  other 
editions, jW-j^Mf^    PopjE. 

Vox,  X.  N  The 
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The  graves  flood  tenantlefs,  and  the  Iheeted  dead 
X^d  fqueak  and  gibber  in  the  Roman  fireets  $ 
Stars  (hone  with  trains  of  fire ;  dews  of  blood  fell  ^  | 
4  Difaftcrs  vcird  the  fun ;  and  the  moift  ftar, 
Upon  whofe  influence  Neptune's  empire  ftands^ 
Was  fick  almoft  to  doomsday  with  eclipfe. 
And  5  even  the  like  ^  precurfe  of  fierce  events,— 
As  harbingers  preceding  ftill  the  fates^ 
7  And  prologue  to  the  omen  coming  on,*— 
Have  heaven  and  earth  together  demonftrated 
Unto  our  climatures  and  fountrymen. — 2 

'  Btwrsjhone  'with  trains  of  fire^  Jews  tf  Uood  fiU;  &c.]  Thus 
Mr.  Rowe  altered  thefe  lines,  which  have  no  immediate  conneftion 
with  the  preceding  ones.  The  quartos  read  (for  the  paffage  is  not 
in  the  foho) : 

As  ftars  with  tnuns  of  fire^  and  dews  of  bloody 

Difafters  in  the  fun,— 
PerhajM  an  int^finediate  line  is  loft,    Steevei^s, 

♦  Difafters  w/7V  tkejun;*^]  Di/afiers  is  here  finely  ufed  in  its 
or^nal  fignification  ofevil  conjundion  of  ftars.    Waebu&ton. 

*  And  «wr-— ]  Not  only  fuch  prodigies  hare  been  fccn  in 
Rome,  but  the  elements  have  (hewn  our  countrymen  like  fere* 
ru nners  and  foretokens  of  violent  events.    Johnson. 

•  ^^ precurfe  of  ^fXG&  events^    Fierce^  (ox  terrible.  WaubVRTON* 
I  rather  believe  that^^^v  iigniiies  conj^cuous^  gl<tring*    It  is  ufed 

in  a  fomewhat  fimilar  fenfe  in  Tinumj^^  the  fierce  wretchednefs 
that  glory  brings !    St  sevens. 

'  And  ffroUgue  to  the  omen  comng  en^  But  prologue  and  omen 
are  merely  iynonymous  here.  The  poet  means,  that  thefe  ftrange 
pbanomena  are  prologues  and  forerunners  of  the  events  prefagdi 
and  fuch  fenfe  the  flight  alteration,  which  I  have  ventured  to  make, 
by  changing  omen  to  oma^d^  very  apdy  gives.  Theobald* 
Omen^  (ox  fate*  Warbi][RTON. 
Hanmer  follows  Theobald. 

A  diftich  from  the  life  of  Merlin,  by  Heywood,  will  ihcw  thtt 
there  is  no  occafion  for  corrediion :        . 

^^  Merlin  well  vers'd  in  many  an  hidden  fpelt, 
^  HU  countries  omen  did  long  iince  foretell.''    FARiiEa* 
Again,  in  the  Vowbreaker: 

«  And  much  I  fear  the  weaknefs  of  her  braine 

<*  Should  draw  her  to  fome  ominmis  exigent***    Stes vens. 

Ri-enter 
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Rx-enter  Ght^ft. 

But^  foft ;  behold !  lo,  where  it  comes  again  I 
I'll  crofs  it,  though  it  blaft  me. — Stay,  illufion! 
^  If  thou  baft  any  found,  or  ufe  of  voice. 
Speak  to  me : 

If  there  be  any  good  thing  to  be  done. 
That  may  to  thee  do  eaie,  and  grace  to  met 
Speak  to  me : 

If  thou  art  privy  to  thy  country's  fate, 
Which,  hapily,  foTeknowiftg  may  avoid,* 
.0,fpeak! 

Or,  if  thou  haft  upboarded  in  thy  life 
Extoited  treafurc  in  the  womb  of  earth. 
For  which,  they  fay,  you  fpirits  oft  walk  in  death, 

[Cock  crows^ 
Speak  of  it : — ftay,  and  fpeak^ — Stop  it,  Marcellus.— 

Mat.  Shall  I  ftrike  at  it  with  my  partizan  ? 

HoK  Do,  if  it  will  Hot  ftand* 

Ber.  'Tishercl 

Hot.  'Tis  herei 

il^.  ^Thgonel  ^  XExitGbofi. 

We  do  it  wrong,  being  fo  majeftical. 
To  offer  it  the  ftiew  of  violence ; 
For  it  is,  as  the  air,  invulnerable. 
And  our  vain  blows  malicious  mockery. 

Ber.  It  was  about  to  fpeak,  when  the  cock  crew« 

Hor.  And  then  it  fiarted  like  a  guilty  thing 
Upon  a  fearful  ilimmons.     I  have  heard. 
The  cock,  that  is  the  trumpet  to  the  morn, 
t)oth  with  his  lofty  and  flirilUfounding  throat 
Awake  the  god  of  day ;  and,  at  his  warning, 

*  Vthou  hafi  any  found, — ]    The  fpccch  of  Horatio  to  tlift* 
fpe^re  18  yery  elegant  and  noble,  and/  congruous  to  the  commoa 
traditions  of  the  caufes  of  apparitions.    Johns 0H« 

N  2  Whether 
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9  Whether  in  fea  or  fire,  in  earth  or  air,  ' 
>  The  extravagant  and  erring  fplrlt  hies 
To  his  confine :  and  of  the  truth  herein 
This  prefent  objeft  made  probation. 

Mtir.  It  faded  on  the  crowing  of  the  cock  % . 
Some  fay,  that  ever  'gaioft  that  feaibn  comes 
Wherein  our  Saviour's  birth  is  celebrated. 
This  bird  of  dawning  fingetii  ail  night  long : 

'  whether  in  fea^  &c.]     According  to  the  pneumatology  of  diaC 
time,  every  element  was  inhabited  by  its  peculiar  ofder  of  ^iiits, 
who  had  difpoiitions  different,  according  to  their  various  pl^es  <^ 
abode.    The  meaning  therefore  Is,  that  allj^r//#   txinwagant^ 
wandering   out  of  their  element,  whether  aerial  fptrits  viSting 
earth,  or  earthly  ^irits  ranging  tbe.  air,  return  to  tbeir  ftado^^  t# 
their  proper  limits  in  which  t]iey  are  coufimJ.    We  mig^  ready. 
■         And  at  his  warning 
«*  Th*  extravagant  and  erring  forrk  hies 
'*  To  his  confine,  whether  in  fea  or  air, 
**  Or  earth,  or  fire    And  of,"  &c. 
But  th^s  change,  though  it  would  fhiooth  the  Gonflru6tioiif  is  not 
neceffaiy,  and,  being  unneceflaxy,  (hould  not  be  made,  i^inft  aa«* 
thority.    Johnson. 

Bourne  of  Newcq/ile,  in  his  Antiquities  tf  the  tmtamn.  Ptopk^ 
informs  us,  **  It  is  a  received  tradition  amoi^  tlie  vulgar,  ^t  at 
^  the  time-of  trock-crowing,  the  midnight  fpirits  forfake  tbefe  Ipwer 
**  regions,  and  go  to  their,  proper*  places. — Hence  it  is,  fays  be, 
•*  that  in  country  places,  where  the  way  of  life  requires  more  tariy 
**  labour,  they  always  go  chearfully  to  work  at  that  time;  whereas 
**  if  they  are  called  abroad  Ibofier,  they  iiaagioe  every,  thipg  Hhfiv 
**  fee  a  wandering  ghofi.''  And  he  quotes  on  thb  occaiioni,  a?  all 
his  predeceifors  had  done,  the  well-known  lines  from  the  fiift 
hymn  of  Prudentius.  1  know  not  whole  tranilation  lie  gives  us, 
but  there  is  an  old  one  by  Heywoodi  The  fious  Chanfins^  the 
fymns  and  carrols,  which  Sbake^ieare  noendons  prefeatlji^  weie 
ufually  copied  from  the  elder  Chnftian  poets.    Fajimer* 

'  Th*  extravagant^^]  i.e.  got  out  of  its  bounds.  Warburtok. 

So,  in  Nobo^  and  Somebody^  1598 :  **  —they  tooJc  me  up  fw  a 
yiravagant,^    Steevkns. 

*  It  faded  on  the  crowing  of  the  cockJ]    This  is  a  very  ancient 
,  f49perftition.     Philoilratus  giving  an  account  of  the  apj^rition  of 
Achilles*  (hade  to  ApoUbnius  Tyaneus,  fftys  that  it  vaniihed  with 
a  litde  glimmer  as  toou  as  the  cock  crowed^    Yit»  ApoU  iv.  i6. 

St££V£NS« 

And 
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And  then,  they  fay,  no  fpirit '  dares  ftir  abroad ; 
The  nights  are  wholefome ;  then  no  planets  ftrike, 
^  No  fairy  takes,  nor  witch  hath  power  to  charm. 
So  hallow'd  and  fo  gracious  is  the  time. 

Hor.  So  have  I  heard,  and  do  in  part  believe  it. 
But,  look,  the  mora,  in  ruflet  mantle  clad, 
Wsdks  o'er  the  dew  of  yon  5  high  eaftern  hill : 
Break  we  our  watch  up ;  and,  by  my  advice. 
Let  us  impart  what  we  have  feen  to-night  , 

Unto  young  Hamlet;  for,  upon  my  life, 
This  fpirit,  dumb  to  us,  will  fpeak  to  him : 
Do  you  coofent  we  fliall  acquaint  him  with  it. 
As  needful  in  our  loves,  fittinjg  our  duty  ? 

Alar.  Let's  do't,  I  pray  %   and  I   this  morning 
know 
Where  we  fliali  find  him  mod  convenient,    [Exeunt. 

SCENE      II. 

A  room  of  fiat e^ 

Enter  the  ^een,  Hamlet ^  Polonius^  Laertes^  VoUimand^ 
Cornelius  J  Lords  and  Attendants. 

King.  Though  yet  of  Hamlet  our  dear  brother's 
death 
The  memory  be  green  \  and  that  it  us  befitted 
To  bear  our  hearts  in  grief,  and  our  whole  kingdom 

3  Dares  fihr  abroad.    Quarto.    The  fqlfo  reads— i*tf«  wM^^. 

Steeyens, 

♦  iV5>>Sr/ry  takes,]  No  fsiry  Jlnkes  with  lamenefs  or  difeafes* 
This  iibnie  odake  is  frequent  in  this  author.    Johnson. 

5  — .^/jA  eaftern  JbiS:}  The  old  quarto  has  it  better  eafl'^ 
ward.    Warburton. 

The  fuperiority  of  the  latter  of  thefe  readings  is  not,  to  ipe  at 
leaft,  very  apparent*  I  find  the  former  ufed  in  Littgua^  &c. 
1607;   "— -andovercUinbs 

"  Yonder  gilt  eajem  hills.'' 
S^^^rn  an4  tafhrnrd^  alike  fignify  toward  tht  Eaft^    St  sevens. 

N  3  To 
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To  he  contrafted  in  one  brow  of  woe ; 
Yet  fo  far  hath  difcretion  fought  with  nature. 
That  we  with  wifeft  forrow  think  on  him, 
Together  with  remembrance  of  ourfelves. 
Therefore  our  fometlme  fitter,  now  our  q^ueen. 
The  imperial  jointrefs  of  this  warlike  ftate. 
Have  we,  as  'twere,  with  a  defeated  joy,-^ 
With  one  aufpicious,  arid  one  dropping  eye  ^ ; 
"With  mirth  in  funeral,  and  with  dirge  in  marriage,, 
In  equal  fcale  weighing  delight  and- dole, — 
Taken  to  wife :  nor  have  we  herein  barr'd 
Your  better  wifdoms,  which  have  freely  gone 
"With  this  affair  along:— For  all,  our  thanks.    ' 

Now  follows,  that  you  know,  young  Fortinb^as,— * 
Holdipg  a  weak  fuppofal  of  our  worth ; 
Or  thinking,  by  our  late  d^ar  brother's  death. 
Our  ftate  to  be  disjoint  and  out  of  frame,-— 
7  CoUeagued  with  this  dream  of  his  advantage^ 
He  hath  not  failM  to  pefter  us  with  meffage, 
Importing  the  furrender  of  thofe  lands 
]Loft  by  his  father,  with  all  bands  of  law. 
To  our  nioft  valiant  brother. — So  much  for  him. 

^  fPlth  one  aujplchusj  ^nd.  one  dropping  gyf ;]  Thus  the  folio, 
^he  quarto,  with  fomewhat  lefs  of  quaintticfs  : 

With  an  aufpicious,  and  a  dropping  eye* 
The  fame    thought,    however,  occurs    in 'the    Winter^ s    Tale.: 
*^  She  hiid  one  eye  declined  for  the  lofs  of  her  huiband;  another 
elevated  that  the  oracle  was  fulfilled."    Steevens. 

^  CoUeagued  with  this  dream  of  his  advantage^  The  meaning 
is,  He  goes  to  war  fo  indifcreetly,  and  unprepared,  that  he  has  do 
allies  to  fupport  him  but  a  dreamy  with  whi9h  he  is  colUaguedot 
confederated.     Warburton* 

Hanmer  reside— collogued^  and  perhaps  rightly,  as  this  word  ts 
frequently  ufed  by  Shakefpeare-s  contemporaries.  So,  in  Marfton's 
Malecontent^  1604  •  "  ^^7  ^^^^  yo"»  we  muft  collogue  fometimes, 
forfwear  fometinies."  Again,  in  Green's  Tu  ^oque^  *S99- 
**  Collogue  with  her  again."  Again,  in  Heywood's  Lovers  MQlrefsy 
1636 :  "  This  colloguing  lad.^  Again,  in  Sweinam  Arraign^d^ 
%()ZQ  ;  "  Fpr  they  are  cozening,  colloguing^  UDgratcfiil,  &c." 

Steevbn*. 
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Now  for  ourfelf,  and  for  thb  time  of  meeting  : 
Thus  much  the  bufinefs  is  :  We  have  here  wrk 
To  Norway,  uncle  of  young  Fortinbras,— 
Who,  impotent  and  bed- rid,  fcarcely  hears 
Of  this  his  nephew's  purpofe, — ^to  fupprefs 
His  further  gait  herein  ® ;  in  that  the  levies. 
The  lifts,  and  full  proportions,  are  all  made 
Out  of  his  fubjeft : — and  we  here  difpatch 
You,  good  Cornelius,  and  you,  Voltimand, 
For  bearers  of  this  greeting  to  old  Norway  5 
Giving  to  you  no  further  perfonal  power 
To  bufinefs  with  the  king,  more  than  the  fcope  9 
Of  thefe  dilated  articles  allows  >• 
Farewel  •,  and  let  your  hafte  commend  your  duty. 

Vol.  In  that,  and  all  things,  will  we  (hew  our 
duty. 

King.  Wc  dowbt  it  nothing ;  heartily  farewel. 

[Ejceunf  Foltimand,  and  Ccmelius. 
And  now,  Laertes,  what'3  the  news  with  you  ? 
You  told  us  of  fprpe  fuit ;  What  is't,  I^aertes  ? 
You  cannot  fpeak  of  r^^fon  to  the  Dane, 
And  lofe  your  voice;   What  would'ft  thou    beg, 

Laertes, 
That  (hall  not  be  my  offer,  not  thy  alking  ? 
^  The  head  is  not  more  native  to  the  heart, 

The 

His  fitrther  gait  therein^  Gate  or  gait  is  here  ufed  in  the 
northern  ienfe,  for  froceeMng^  fttffagei  from  the  A.  S,  verb  gae* 
A  gau  for  a  path,  palTage,  or  ftreet,  is  ftill  current  in  the  north. 

Percy. 

•  _  fnore  than  the  fcofe]  More  than  is  comprifed  in  the  general 
defign  of  thefe  anicles,  which  you  may  explain  in  a  more  diffufe 
and  dilated  flile.    Johnson. 

'  -—  the/e  dilated  articles']   u  e.  the  articles  when  dil^ted^ 

A(tJSGRAY£» 

*  Tie  head  is  not  mare  nati*ve  to  the  hearty 
The  band  more  infimmental  to  the  mouthy 

Than  is  the  throne  of  Denmark  to  thy  father.']    This  is  a  flagrant 
iaflance  of  the  firfl  editor's  ftupidity,  in  preferring  found  to  tenfc. 

N  4  Bui; 
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The  hand  more  inftrupiental  to  the  mouth. 
Than  is  the  throne  pf  Denmark  to  thy  father. 
What  would'fl:  thou  have,  Laertes  ? 

Laer.  My  dread  lord. 
Your  leave  and  favour  to  return  to  France  % 
From  whence  though  willingly  I  came  to  Denmarkji 
To  (hew  my  duty  in  your  coronation ; 
Yet  now,  I  muft  confefs,  that  duty  donc^ 
My  thoughts  and  wifces  bend  again  toward  France, 
And  bow  them  to  your  gracious  leava  and  pardon. 

King.  Have  you  your  father's  leave  ?  What  fays 
Polonius  ? 

Tol*  He  hath,  my  lord,  [wrung  from  me  ipy  flow 
leave. 

Bat  heaij  hearty  and  hand^  he  thought  muft  needs  go  tof^her^ 
where  an  honeft  man  was  the  fubje£t  of  the  encomium  :  the*  what 
he  could  mean  by  the  head's  bcii^  native  to  tk^  hearty  I  eanHOt  ODn- 
ceive.  The  mouth  indeed  of  an  honeft  man  might,  perhaps*  in 
fome  fenfe,  be  faid  to  be  native^  that  is,  allied  to  the  heart.  But 
the  fpeaker  is  here  talking  not  of  a  m&ralj  but  a  p^x/^^  alliance. 
And  the  force  of  what  is  faid  if  fqpported  only  by  that  difti]i6tion* 
i  fuppofe,  then,  that  Shakefpcare  wrote : 

Tie  blobd  /V  not  more  native  to  tki  heart^'--^ 
yfcwr  to  tfje  thront  cf  Denmark  h  thy  father. 
This  makes  the  fentiment  juft  and  pertinent.  As  the  blood  i^ 
formed  and  ful^ained  by  the  labour  of  the  heart,  the  mouth  fap» 
plied  by  the  office  of  the  hand,  To  is  the  throne  of  Denmark  by 
your  father,  &c.  The  expreflion  too  of  the  hlood^s  being  native  ^ 
the  hearty  is  extremely  fine.  For  the  heart  is  the  laboratory  where 
that  vital  liquor  is  digefted,  diftnbuted,  and  (when  weakened  and 
debilitated)  again  reftored  to  thQ  vigour  necellary  for  th^  di&harg^ 
of  its  fundions.    Warburton.      ■      •    —       - 

Part  of  this  emendation  I  have  rcceive4»  out  cannot  difceiTi  why 
the  headn  not  as  much  native  to  the  hearty  as  the  hlood^  that  is,  «a« 
turd  and  congenial  to  it,  horn  with  it^  and  co-operating  with  it. 
The  rdation  is  likewife  by  this  reading  better  preferved,  the  coan* 
Jellor  being  to  the  king  as  the  head  to  the  heart,     Johnson. 

I  am  not  certain  that  the;  part  of  Dr.  Warburton's  emendatioa 
which  is  received,  is  neceifary.  The  fenfe  feems  to  be  this,  the 
>ead  is  hot  formed  to  be  more  ufeful  to  the  heart,  the  hand  is  not 
inorc  at  the  fervice  of  the  mouth,  than  my  power  is  at  your  father's 
fervice.  That  is,  he  may  command  me  to  the  utmoft ;  he  may 
d|^  what  he  pleafes  with  my  kingly  authority.    Steevens. 
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Bf  bbourfome  petition;  and,  at  lafl:. 
Upon  his  will  I  feal'd  my  hard  confent :] 
I  do  bcfccch  you,  give  him  leave  to  g6* 
King.  '  Take  diy  fair  hour^   Laertes;   time  be 
thine^ 
^nd  thy  beft  graces  fpend  it  at  thy  will.— 
Put  now,  my  coufin  Hamlet,  and  my  fon,— 
fJam*  ^  A  little  more  than  kin,  and  lefs  than  kind. 

[jl/ide. 
King. 

?  Tah  ify  ,fi^r  hpur^  Laertes ;  iime  he  tUne^ 
j§^d  thy  fair  graces  x  Jpend  it  at  thy  will}    This  is  the  pointing 
i^  both  Mr.  Poprs  editions ;  but  the  poet's  meaning  is  loft  by  it» 
^nd  tlie  clofe  of  the  fentence  raiferably  £Kitten*d.    The  pointing,  I 
have  teftoted,  is  that  of  the  beft  copies ;   and  the  fenfe,  this : 
^}  You  have  my  leave  to  go,  Laertes ;  make  the  faireft  ufe  you 
H  pleafe  of  jour  time,  and  fpend  it  at  your  mil  with  the  faireft 
¥  graces  you  are  mafter  of.'*    Theobald. 
I  rather  think  this  line  is  in  want  of  emendation.    I  read, 
■  ■■  Time  is  tbine, 
And  my  heft  graces',  Jpend  it  at  thy  wzS,    Johnson. 
f  Ham.  A  little  more  than  kin,  and  kfs  than  kind.]   The.  J&«^  had 
palled  him,  coufin  Hamlet,  therefore  Hamlet  replies, 

A  little  more  than  kin^  « 

i.  e.  A  little  more  than  coufin  ;  becaule,  by  marrying  his  mother,  • 
he  was  become  the  king's  fon-in-law  :  fo  far  is  eafy.  But  what 
means  the  latter  part, 

and  kfs  than  kind  f 
'  The  Wng,  in  the  prefent  reading,  gives  no  occalion  for  this  refleo* 
lion,  which  is  fumcient  to  (hew  it  to  be  faulty,  and  that  we  fhould 
lead  and  pmnt  the  firft  line  thus, 

B'iu  mrtVf  n^  coufin  i?ii/«Zf^— kind  ntpfim^  '  ■ 
1. 1.  Bat  now  let  us  turn  to  you,  coufin  Hamlet.  Kindtr^fim  (or, 
as  we  now  fay,  Good  my  fon)  lay  afide  this  clouded  look.  For 
thus  he  was  going  to  expoftular5;  gently  with  htm  for  his  melan-* 
fholy,  when  Hamlet  cut  him  fhort  by  refledting  on  the  titles  he 
gave  him; 

A  Httk  m&re  than  kin,  and  left  than  kind, 
yrhich  we  now  fee  is  a  pertinent  reply.    Warburton. 

A  Mttk  mere  than  kin,  and  kfs  than  kind.]  It  is  not  unreafbnabfe 
to  fuppofe  that  this  was  a  proverbial  erpreilion,  known  in  former 
limes  for  a  relation  ibconfufed  and  blended,  that  it  was  hard  to  de- 
^ne  it.    Hanmer, 

Kmd  h  the  Teutonick  word  for  chm.    f&mlet  therefore  anfwers 

Iflc^  Dropriety,  to  the  titles  of^oufin  sindfon^  which  the  king  had 

'  ■  ^    •      ,.•-•'•■'•,,  given 
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King.  How  is  it  that  tlie  clouds  ftill  hang  on  you  ? 

Ham.  Not  fo,  my  lord,  I  am  s  too  much  i*  the 
fun. 

^een.  Good  Hamlet,  caft  thy  nighted  colour  off. 
And  let  thine  eye  look  like  a  friend  on  Denmarkt 
Do  not,  for  ever,  with  thy  ^  vailed  lids 
Seek  for  thy  noble  father  in  the  duft : 

given  him,  that  he  was  ibmewhat  more  than  coufin^  and  lefs  than 
Jin*    Johnson. 

In  this  line,  with  which  Shakefpeare  introduces  HamUt^  Dr. 
Johnfon  has  {perhaps  pointed  out  a  nicer  diftin<^ion  than  it  can 
jullly  bdaft  oK.  To  eilablifh  the  fenfe  contended  for,  it  (hpuld 
have  bcpn  proved  that  kind  was  ever  ufed  by  any  £nglifh  writer  for 
fhild.  A  tittle  more  than  kin^  is  a  little  more  than  a  common  re- 
lation. The  king  was  certainly  fpmething  lefs  than  kind^  by  having 
l^trayed  the  mother  of  Hamlet  into  an  indecent  and  inceftuoua 
marriage,  and  obtained  the  ^rown  by  means  which  he  fufpe^s  ta 
be  unjuuii^ble.  In  the  $th  AdI,  the  Prince  accufes  his  uncle  of 
having /£>//  in  heti\xen  the  eUBion  and  his  hopes  \  which  obviates  Dr. 
Warburton*8  objei^tion  to  the  qld  reading,  viz.  that  *'  the  king  had 
given  no  occafion  for  fuch  9  reflcftion." 

A  jingle  of  the  fame  fort  is  fpund  in  Mother  Bombie  1594^  and 
ieems  to  have  been  proverbial,  as  I  have  met  with  it  more  than 
once :  **  —  the  nearer  we  are  in  bjood,  the  further  we  muft  be 
from  love ;  the  greater  the  iin(ired  is,  tl^e  l^fy  the  kipdnefi  mull  be.*' 
J^gain,  in  Gorhoduc^  a  tragedy,  1565 : 

"  In  kinde  a  father,  but  not  in  \indelynefi!^ 

As  ibW,  however,  figniiies  nature^  IJamlet  may  me^n  that  his  re- 
lational ip  was  become  an  unnatural  one,  as  it  was  partly  founded 
upon  inced.  Our  author's  JuUm  Cafary  Antatfy  ^md  Ckopatraj^ 
King  Richardlly  and  Titus  AndronictiSy  exhibit  inilances  of  kind 
being  ufed  for  nature*^  and  fo  too  ii^  this  play  pf  flffmietj  A£t  2« 
Sc.  the  laft : 

Remorfekfs,  treacherous,  lecherous,  kindle/s  villain. 

St£EVENS« 

5  _  too  much  r  the  funJ]  He  perhaps  alludes  to  the  pro-? 
verb,  Out  of  heanyer^s  llcjfag  into  the  warm  /un,    Johnson. 

— •  too  much  i*  the  Jun, 
Meaning  probably  his  being  fent  for  from  his  fludies  to  be  expofed 
gt  his  uncle's  marriage  as  his  chitfejl  courtier y  &c.     Ste evens. 

I  queftion  whether  a  e^uibbie  between  fan  and  fan  b^  not  here 
intended.    Farmer. 

t  '^vailed  lidsf'l  With  lowering  eye?,  caft  down  eycs.  Jphnsqn, 

Thou 
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Thou  know'ft,  'tis  common  ;  all,  that  live,  muft  die. 
Faffing  through  nature  to  eternity. 

Ham.  Ay,  madam,  it  is  common. 

^een.  If  it  be. 
Why  feems  it  fo  particular  with  thee  ? 

Ham*  Seems,    madam !  nay,  it  is ;   I  know  not 
feems. 
*Tis  not  alone  my  inky  cloak,  good  mother. 
Nor  cuftomary  fuits  of  folemn  black, 
Nor  windy  fufpiration  of  forced  breath. 
No,  nor  the  fruitful  river  in  the  eye. 
Nor  the  dejefted  haviour  of  the  vifage, 
Together  with  all  forms,  modes,  (hews  of  grief  7, 
That  can  denote  me  truly :  Thefe,  indeed,  feem. 
For  they  arc  aftions  that  a  man  might  play  : 
But  I  have  that  within,  which  pafleth  ihew ; 
Thefe,  but  the  trappings  and  the  fuits  of  woe. 

Kingy  'Tis  fweet  and  commendable  in  your  nature, 
Hamlet, 
To  give  thefe  mourning  duties  to  your  father : 
^gt,  you  muft  know,  ^  your  father  loft  a  father ; 

That 

^  —(hews  ofrrief^']    Thus  the  folio.    The  firft  quarto  reads—* 
^hapss — I  fuppofe  ioxjhates,     Steevens, 
•  your  father  loji  a  father ; 

That  father^  his ;  and  the  furvivor  houndl^  Thus  Mr.  Pope 
judicioyily  copeded  the  faulty  copies.  On  which  the  editor  Mr. 
Theobald  thus  defcants  :  This  fuffofed  refinement  is  from  Mr.  Pope^ 
but  all  the  editions  elfe^  that  I  have  met  ivith^  old  and  modern^  read^ 
That  father  lofty  loft  his)-^ 
The  reduplication  of  luhicb  nx)ord  here  gives  an  energy  and  an  fik^ 
fonce^  WHICH  is  much  easier  to  be  conceivei>  than  £X« 
PLAINED  IN  TERMS.  I  believe  fa:  for  when  explained  in 
terms  it  comes  to  this ;  That  father  after  he  had  loft  himfelf^ 
loft  his  father*  But  the  reading  is  ex  fide  codicis^  and  that  is 
f  nough.    War  bur  ton. 

I  do  not  admire  the  repetition  of  the  word,  but  it  haa  fb  much 
of  our  author's  manner,  that  I  find  no  temptation  to  r<;cede  from 
^e  ol^  copies.    Johnson. 

.^^your  father  loft  a  fath&  j 
f^at  father  loft ^  loj  bis  j-^ 

1*c 
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Tbat  father  loft,  loft  tia ;  and  the  fiirvivor  boun4 
In  filial  obligation,  for  fome  term 
To  do  9  obfequious  forrow  :  But  to  perfever 
»'In  obftinate  condolement,  is  a  courfe 
Of  impious  ftubbornnefs I  *tis  unmanly  grief: 
Ic  ihews  *  a  will  moft  incx)rre£t  to  heaven  j 
A  heart  uitfortify*d,  or  mind  impatient; 
An  underftanding  fimple  and  unfchoord: 
For  what,  we  know,  muft  be,  and  is  as  comipon 
As  any  the  moft  vul^r  thing  to  fcnfe. 
Why  fliould  we,  in  our  peevifti  oppofition. 
Take  it  to  heart  ?  Fie  I  'tis  a  fault  to  heaven, 
.  A  fault  againft  the  dead,  a  fault  to  nature, 
^  To  reafon  moft  abfurd,  whofe  common  theme 
Is  death  of  fathers,  and  who  ftill  hath  cry'd. 
From  the  firft  corfe,  'till  he  that  died  to-day, 
^bis  mufi  be  fi.     We  pray  you,  throw  to  earth 
This  unprevailing  woe  \  and  think  of  us 
As  of  a  father :  for,  let  the  world  take  note. 
You  are  the  moft  immedisdie  to  our  throne ; 
4  And,  with  no  lefs  nobility  of  love 

The  meaning  of  the  paflage  is  no  more  tlian  this.  Tour  father  left 
a  father^  i.e.  your  grandfather,  which  Jofl  grandfather,  alfo  Jol^ 
his  father.     Steevens. 

»  —  obfequious  forrow. — ^]  Ohjeqmous  is  here  from  oifequies  or 
funeral  ceremomes*     John  s  ON. 
So,  in  Titus  Jl^dronkus : 

«  To  (hcd  obfequious  tears  upon  his  trunk.**    Steeyens.- 
Agjun,  in  oar  author's  31ft  Sonnet : 

iiow  many  a  holy  and  obfequious  tear, 

H,ath  dear  religious  love  ftoU'n  from  mine  eye !    Malone, 

*  In  obftinate  condolement,]     Condolement,  for  forrow. 

Warburton. 

*  —  tf  'voiU  moft  incorreS— ]     IncorreB,  for  untutored. 

WarbttrtoR, 

3  7i  reafon   moft  Mwrd\^ — ]     keafon,  for  experience. 

WARBUieTON. 

Reafon  is  here  ufed  in  its  common  fenfe,  for  the>f «Zfy  by  which 
we  form  conclufiotis  from  arguments.     Johnson. 

*  Andviith  no  lefs  nobility  rf  love;\    NoUli^^  for  magnitude. 

WARBURXaN. 

Vohility  is  rather  generoft^.    Johnson,. 
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P  R  I N  C  E  or  D  E  N  M  ARK.     tgy 

Than  that  which  dcaieft  father  beam  hi$  Ton> 
5  Do  I  impart  toward  you.    For  yotir  intent 
In  goiag  back  to  fchool  in  Wietonbergt 
It  is  mod  retrograde  to  our  dcfire ; 
And,  we  bcfcech  you,  ^  bend  you  to  renaain  • 
Here,  in  the  cbear  and  comfort  of  oor  ej^,. 
Our  chiefeft  courtier,  coufin,  and  our  ioo*  .  . 

^ifu  Let  not  diy  mother  lofe  her  pnyers,  Hm» 
I  let; 

I  pray  thee,  ftay  with  ufe,  eo  not  tt>  Y^tenbdi^4 
Ham.  I  fliall  in  all  my  beA  obey  you,  lasuiaRi* 
Ki9ig.  Why,  'tis  a  loving  and  a  fair  rqpljr ; 
Be  as  ourfelf  in  Denmark* — ^Madam,  come  % 
This  gemk  and  unforcM  accord  of  Hamlet 
I       Sits  fmiHng  to  my  heart :  in  grace  whereof^ 
I       7  No  jocund  health,  that  Denmark  drinks  to-day, 
I       But  the  great  caonMl  to  the  clouds  IhaU  tell; 
And  the  king's  rouze  the  bfiaven  ihall  hruk  again, 
Rc-fpeaking  earthly  thunder*  Come^away^  [j^^«n/. 

t  Mamt  Hamlet. 

Uam.  O,  that  this  too  too  folid  Bs^  would  mett,, 

I  *  Bo  /impart  ttfwarJy&u,^  Impart^  k(tpf^Jl,  WARVVKroK, 

I  I  beUere  zTt^ari  is,  impart  mffilf^  cvmmunkaf  whatever  I  can  be« 

I  fioW*     JOHKSON. 

I  l^o  I  tmiKtrt  tewardy0Ui'  *■  ■■ 

The  <^wn  of  Deninark  was  eledHipe.    So»  in  Sir  C^omm  Knight  of 
I         tk  OolAft  Shield^  flee,  i  ^ : 

^'  And  me  pofle(s  for  fpoofed  wifey  whain  ekHitm  am 
^  To  have  the  crown  rf  Denmark  hore,  as  heir  unto  fbefame." 
The  king  means,  that  as  Hamlet  ftands  tAiefaireft  chance  to  ht  ne^ 
i         deded,  he  will  ilfiTC  with  as  much  lore  to  enfure  the  cro^n  to  hiyi^ 
as  a  father  would  fhew  in  the  continuance  of  heirdom  to  a  ion. 
i  STEBvet^s. 

•'  -*-  hndyou  to  remain']  u  e.  flibdue  your  xoelinBtion  to  go  fwm 
hence,  and  remain,  Stc.    St e£  r e  n  s  • 
'  No  jocund  heakh^'-'^^    The  icing's  intemperance  is  very 
I  ftrongly  imprefTed  ;  every  thing  that  happens  to  him  gives  him  oc- 

wfion  to  drink.    Johnson. 

s  Thaw, 
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Thaw,  and  refolve  itfelf  into  a  dew  ^ ! 

9  Or  that  the  Evcrlafting  had  not  fix'd 

His  canon  'gainft  fetf-flaughter !  O  God !  O  God ! 

How  weary,  dale,  flat,  and  unprofitable 

Seem  to  me  all  the  ufes  of  this  world ! 

Fie  on't !  O  fie  i  'tis  an  unweeded  garden. 

That  grows  to  feed;  things  rank,  and  grofs  in  nature^ 

Poffefs  it  merely.     That  it  fhould  come  to  this ! 

But  two  months  dead  ! — nay,  not  fo  much,  not  two  : 

'  So  excellent  a  king;  that  was,  to  this, 

Hyperion  to  a  fatyr  :  {o  loving  to  my  mother^ 

>  That  he  might  not  let  e'en  the  winds  of  heaven 

Vifit 

<  *.  refolve  iijelfinio  a  dewf]    He/olbe  mennt  the  fame  as  di/^ 
/ohe.  Ben  Jonibn  ufes  the  word  in  his  Fo^one^  and  in  the  fame  feafe* 

**  Forth  the  refihed  corners  of  his  eyes^** 
Again,  in  the  Country  Girl^  2647  : 

**  —  mv  fwoln  grief,  r^ohed  in  thefc  tears***'  Steevens* 
•  Or  that  the  Everl^if^  bad  not  fo^d 
His  canon  ^gmnft  Jeifjlaugbter '"l  The  generality  of  the  edi« 
tions  read  thus,  as  if  the  poet's  thought  were.  Or  that  the  Almighty 
bad  not  planted  his  artillery,  or  arms  ^vengeance,  againft  filf-mnrder* 
But  the  word  which  I  reflored  (and  which  was  efpoufed  by  the 
accurate  Mr.  Hughes,  who  gaye  an  ecUtion  of  this  play)  is  the  true 
reading,  i*  e.  that  be  had  not  reflrainedfuicide  by  hisexpicCs  law  and 
peremptoiy  prohibition.     Th  s  ob  a  l  d. 

There  are  yet  thofe  who  fuppofe  the  old  reading  to  be  the  true 
one,  as  they  fay  the  vroti  fixed  feems  to  decide  very  fhrongly  in  its 
£ivour*    I  would  advife  fuch  to  recoiled  Virgil's  expreffion : 
■        ^//  leges  pretio,  atque  refixiu    Steevens. 
'  So  exceUent  a  lung^  that,  wasy  to  tbis^ 
Hyperion  to  a  &>/yr:— — ]     This  fimilitude  at  firft  fi^t 
leems  to  be  a  little  far-fetch'd ;  but  it  has  an  exquifite  beauty,    ay 
the  Satyr  is  meant  Pan^  as  by  Hyperimy  Apolio.    Pan  and  Jpolk 
were  brothers,  and  the  allufion  is  to  the  contention  between  tWe 
gods  for  the  preference  in  mulick.    Waebuilton. 

All  our  Englifli  poets  are  guilty  of  the  fame  ^Ife  quantity,  and 
call  Hyperion  Hyperion ;  at  leaft  the  only  inftance  I  have  met 
with  to  the  contrary,  is  in  the  old  play  oiFuimus  Troesy  1603 : 
**  —  Blow  gentle  Africus, 
.**  Play  on  our  poops,  when  Hyperion's  fon 
*«  Shall  couch  in  Weft.**    Steevens. 
*  In  former  editions, 
fiat  be  permitted  not  the  winds  of  beaveh]    This  is  a  toM* 
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Vifit  her  face  too  roughly.     Heaven  and  earth ! 
Muft  I  remember  ?  why,  (he  would  hang  on  him. 
As  if  increafe  of  appetite  had  grown 
By  what  it  fed  on :  And  yet,  within  a  month,-^ 
Let  me  not  think  on*t; Frailty,   thy  name  is 

woman! — 
A  little  month  5  or  ere  thofe  (hoes  were  old, 
With  which  (he  followed  my  poor  father's  body. 
Like  Niobe,  all  tears  :— why  (he,  even  (he, — 
O  heaven !  a  bead,  that  wants  difcourfe  of  rcafon. 
Would  have  mourn'd  longer»  — oiarry'd  with  mj 

uncle. 
My  father's  brother ;  but  no  more  like  my  father. 
Than  I  to  Hercules  :  Within  a  month  ; 
Ere  yet  the  fait  of  mo(t  unrighteous  tears:  ; 

Had  left  the  flu(hing  in  her  gaulcd  eyes. 
She  marry'd. — O  moft  wicked  fpccd,  to  poft 
With  fuch  dexterity  to  inccftuous  (heetsl 
It  is  not,  nor  it  cannot  come  to,  good ; 
But  break,  my  heart 5  for  I  muft  hold  my  tongue!  • 

ftical  reading,  copied  from  the  players  in  fonac  of  the  modern  edi.- 
tions,  for  want  ei  underflanding  the  poet,  whofe  text  is  corrupt  Soi 
Ae  old  impreffioDS :  all  of  which  that  I  have  had  the  forHine  to 
fte^  concur  in  reading ; 

'  So  loving  to  f^  moiber^ 

Tlfot  he  might  not  beteenc  tJbg  v»nis  of  beaveu  -   :  r    r 

Vifit  her  face  too  roughly.  1 

Bdoent  is  a  corruption  without.doubt9.bat  not  fo  inreterttc  a 

one,  but  that,  by  the  change  of  a  fingle  letter,  and  the  feparation  of 

two  .words  miftakenly  jumbled  together,  I  am  verily  pcrfuaded,  I 

have  retrieved  the  poet's  reading— — 7hat  be  might  not  let  e'en  //r 

winds  of  heaven,  bcc*    Theobald. 

S09  in  the  Entcrludc  of  the  I^fe  ^nd  Repentaunce  of  Marie 
MagdaLum,  &c.  by  Lewis  Wager,  1567  : 

**  But  evermore  they  were  unto  me  very  tender, 

•*  They  would  not/ufer  the  wynde  on  me  to  blowe.'^ 

n        •     .    ^*        ,  Steevekj. 

So  again,  in  MarUons  In/atiate  Omntefs^  1603  : 

*' (he  had  a  lord, 

^*  Jealous  that  air  ihould  ravi(h  her  chaflc  looks.**  Malok^. 

Enter 
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JEnter  Horatio^  Bernardo ^  and  MarceUus. 

Hor.  Hail  to  your  lotidfliip  \ 
Ham.  I  am  gktd  to  fee  you  well: 
Horatio,  —  pr  I  do  forget  myfelf  ? 

Hor.  The  fame,  my  lord,  ^u)d  your  poor  fetvant 

ever. 
Ham.  Sir,  my  ^ood  fvkfA ;  VVL  change  that  name 
with  you  '.' 
And  **  what  make  you  from  Wittenberg,  Horaf^  ?— 
Marcellus? 

Mar.  My  good  lord,— 

Ham.  I  am  very  glad  to  fisc  you ;  5  good  even,  fir.— ^ 
But  what,  in  faith,  make  you  from  Wittenberg  ? 
Hor.  A  truant  difpofition,  good  my  lord. 
Ham.  I  would  not  hear  your  enemy  fay  fo  \ 
,Nor  fliall  you  do  mine  ear  that  violence. 
To  make  it  truftei:  of  your  own  report 
Againft  yourfetf :  I  know,  you  are  no  truant. 
But  what  is  your  affair  in  Elfinour  ? 
Well  teach  you  to  drink  deep,  ere  you  depart. 
Hot.  My  lordji  1  came  to  lee  your  father's  funevaL 
Ham.   I  pray  thee,  do  not  mock  me,  feUow^ 
iludent; 
I  think,  it  was  to  fee  my  mother^s  wedding. 
ifor.  Indeed,  my  k)r4,  it  foUow'd  hard  upon. 

»  .^  rU  cban^  ^fhtu  namt^  Pll  be  your  iervant^  you  ibsSl 
^ht  my  friend*    Johnson. 

4  «»  twi!,at  make  jou^"-"^}  A  fiuniliar  plirafe  for  wi&d5r  artym 
Mng.    Johnson. 

$  _  good  even^  J!rJ]  So  the  copies.  Sir  Th.  ffimmcit  and 
Dr.  Warburton  put  it,  goodmonting.  The  alteration  is  of  no  im- 
portance, but  ail  licence  is  dangerous.  There  is  no  need  of  any 
*  change.  Between  the  firft  and  eighth  fcene  of  this  a£t  it  is  appji^ 
rent,  that  a  natural  day  muft  paft,  and  how  much  of  it  b  already 
over,  there  is  nodiing  that  can  determine.  The  king  has  held  a 
«ouncU.    It  nxKf  now  as  well  be  cveidn^  as  morning.    Johnson. 

Ham^ 
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1>RINCE  OF  DENMARK,     ip^ 
tiam.  Thrift,  thrift,  Horatio  I  the  ftincral  bak*d 

Did  coldly  furnilh  forth  the  marriage  tables. 
*Would  I  had  met  my  7  deareft  foe  in  heaven. 

Or  ever  I  had  feen  that  day,  Horatio ! 

My  father^ — Methinks,  I  fee  tily  father. 

Hor.  O. where,  my  lord? 

Ham.  In  my  mind's  eye  8,  Horatio* 

*  —  tbe/ieneral  hdVd  meats]  It  was  anciendy  the  general  cuflont 
to  give  a  cold  entertainment  to  mourners  at  a  funeral.  *  In  diflant 
counties  this  pra^lice  is  continued  among  the  yeomanry.  See 
The  Tragipie  Hyiorie  efthe  Fmre  Valeria  of  Lond(m^  '^^9^*  "  His 
coipes  was  with  fune^l^Oipie  conveyed  to  the  church,  and  there 
foUemnly  enteritd,  nothing  omitted  which  necefiitie  or  cuifom 
could  claime ;  a  fermon,  a  banquet^  and  like  oblervatioas/'  Again^ 
in  the  old  roitiiincie  of  i^r  Degare^  bl.  1.  no  dace. 

**  A  great  fit^e  would  he  holde 

**  Upon  his  queues  tnorhynge  day 

"  That  was  buryed  in  an  abbay.*'    CollikS. 
^  Deareft^  ioxdirefty  mod:  dreadful,  mod  dangerous,    JoHNSOff* 
Dearefi  is  moft  immedtah,  conjequential^  important*    So,  in  Rome9 
midJuUet: 

"  —  a-ring  that  I  muft  ufe 
**  In  dear  employment.** 
Again,  in  B.  and  Fletcher's  Maid  in  the  Mill:' 

You  meet  youir  deareft  enemy  ia  love, 

With  all  his  hate  about  him« 
Again,  \n  Ttmom 

«*  ig^^,.^  In  our  dear  peril ,^ 
Again,  in  T'-Melfth  Night: 

**  Whom  thou  in  terms  (b  bloody  and  to  dear 

**  Haft  made  thine  enemies.'* 
Again,  in  jT.  Henry  IV.  P.  i, 

««  ^A  Which  art  my  neareft  and  deareft  enemy*'* 
Again,  in  u^  7hing  for  a  quiet  JJfe^  1662  : 

**  H6  was  my  neareft  and  dearejl  enemy.**     STEBVjS>^Srf 

*  In  my  mittd^s  eye*]     This  expfcffion  occurs  again  in  our  au* 
thorns  jRa/>e  of  Lucreee : 

«  —  himfelf  behind 
•«  Was  left  unfeen,  feve  to  the  eye  of  mind J^ 

Ben  Jonfon  has  borrowed  it  in  his  MaTque  called  I^/s  Tr'fMmfb 

through  Callipolis  : 

^*  As  pnly  by  tfn  mind^s  ^e  may  be  feeo.** 
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Hor.  I  faw  him  once^  he  was  a  goodly  Hing;; 

Ham.  He  was  a  man,  take  him  tor  all  in  all, 
9 1  (hall  not  look  upon  his  like  a^ain« 

Hor.  My  lord,  1  think  I  faw  him  yefternighti 

Ham.  ^aw  !  who  ?  . 

Hor.  My  lord,  the  king  your  father. 

Ham.  The.king  my  father ! 

Hor.^  >  Seafon  your  admiration  for  a  whiW 
With  an  attent  ear ;  'till  J  may  deliver. 
Upon  the  witnefs  of  thefe  gentlemen, 
This  marvel  to  you* 

Hiifn.  For  heaven's  love,  let  me  hear* 

Hor.  Two  nights  together  h^d  thefe  gentlemen^ 
li^arcellus  and  4|rnardo,  on  their  watch. 
In  the  dead  wafte  and  middle  of  the  night. 
Been  thus  encountered.     A  ^  figure  like  your  father, 
Arm*d  at  all  points  *,  fexadly;  tap-arpe. 
Appears  before  them,  ind,  with  folemn  mai-ch. 
Goes  flow  and  ftately  by  them  :  thrice  he  walk'd. 
By  their  oppreft  and  fear-lbrprized  eyes,. 
Within  his  truncheon^s  length  ;  whilft  tliky,  diftill'd 
Almoft  to  jelly  '  with,  the  ad  of  fear^ 

Stapd 

Telemaihus  lamenting  the  abfence  of  Uljrfles,  is  reprefented  in 
like  manner : 

'der^ro/uivof  mciri^  ia^Xo*  lA  ^^ta-Jr,—         StEEVENS. 
•  IJhall  not  look  upon  his  Ukp  again,}     Mr,  Holt  propofes  to  read 
from  Sir  Samuel- s  en^endation  : 

^  **  Eye  ftall  not  look  upon  his  like  again  ;*' 
and  thinks  it  is  more  in  the  true  fpirit  of  Shake fpeare  than  the  other* 
^o,  in  Sto^ix^s  C%r6nick\  p*  746 1  "  In  the  greateft  pomp  that  ever 
eye  behclde.*'  Again,  ta  ifojtdys^s  Trofvels^  R«  ^i^^'  **  ^^^.  V-^"i 
t-his  day  through  the  nioTt  pregnant  and  plealant  valley  that  ever 
eye  beheld.**    SxEEVEh^s.'  '  , 

.  '  Seafon j<7»r  admiration^']  THp't  Is,  temper  it.    Johnson. 
^  Arnid  at  all  points^     Thus  the  folio.'     The  quartos  —  armed 
at  point.    Steevens, 

^  — imth  4he  2£X  oi  fear^  Shakefpeare  could  never  write  fo 
iippropcrly.as  tocall  the/<2^<7;i  offiar^  the  act  (ffear.  "Without 
doubt  the  true  reading  is, 

— .  with  th*  cffed  offeaK        WARSvi ton. 

Here 
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Stand  dumb  and  Ipeak  not  to  him*     This  to  me 

In  dreadful  fecrefy  iiiipatt  they  did  j 

And  I  with  tiiem,  the  thh^d  nighty  kept  the  watch; 

Where,  as  they  had  delivered,  both  in  time, 

Forai  of  the  thing,  each  word  made  true  and  good|    , 

The  apparition  Comes :  t  knew  your  father ; 

Thefe  hands  are  not  more  like. 

Ham.  But  where  was  this  ?. 

}iar.  My  Ibrd,  upon  the  platform  where   w$ 
watch'd. 

Ham.  Did  you  not  fpeak  to  it? 

Uor.  My  tord,  I  did  \ 
But  anfwer  made  it  none :  yet  once,  metbought^ 
It  lifted  up  its  head,  and  did  addrefs 
Itfelf  to  modon,  like  as  it;  would  fpeak  : . 
But,  even  then,  the  morning  coct-creir'4oud; 
And  at  the  found  it  (hrunk  in  hade  away, 
And  vani(h*d  from  our  fight,. 

Earn.  *Tis  Very^  ftrange. 

Ear.  As  I  do  live,  my  honourM  lord,  Yis  true  j 
And  we  did  think  it  writ  down  in  our  duty, 
To  let  you  know  of  it. 

Ham.  Indeed,  indeed,  firs,  but  this  troubles  me^ 
Hold  you  the  watch  to-night  ? 

MU.  We  do,  my  lord. 

Ham.  Arm*d,  fay  you  ? 

All  ArmM,  my  lord. 
I        Ham.  From  top  to  toe  \ 

I  Here  is  an  affeftation  of  fubriltv  without  accuracy.  Fear  id 
'  every  day  coDfideted  as  an  df^ent^  .  Pear  iatdkoli  on  him ;  fiar  drvce 
I  ^m  avMTjf.  If  it  were  proper  to  be  rigorous  in  examinint^  trifles, 
I  it  might  b6  replii^d,  that  Sbakefpcane  would  writc;ntore  crroncbufly, 
if  he  wrote  by  the  dircdlion  of  this  critick  ;  they  were  not  diftilledy 
\  whatever  the  word  may  mean,  ^  the  rffe^  ^fear\  t'or  tiisit  dif" 
iilkiiM  wvk&idtlt  the  efc^ ;  fear  \yas  the  caafe^  the  active  cauie, 
thzt  Jifiiiled  them  by  that  force  of  operation  whicfh  we  llri^ly  call 
a^  involuntary,  and  fotver  in  involuntary  agents,  but  popularly 
call  aS  in  both.  But  of  this  too  much.  Johnson* 
fhe  folio  reads  -?■  ^  JtilM.    87  e  e  v  e  x  s .  .* 
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jill.  My  lord,  from  head  to  foot. 

Ham.  Then  faw  you  not  his  face. 

Her.  O,  yes,  my  lord ;  he  wore  his  beaver  up. 

Ham.  What,  look'd  he  frowningly  ? 

Hon  A  countenance  more 
In  forrow  than  in  anger. 

Ham.  Pale,  or  red  t 

Hor.  Nay,  very  pale. 

Ham.  And  fix'd  his  eyes  upon  you  ? 

Hor.  Moft  conftantly. 

Ham.  I  yeould,  I  had  been  there. 

Hor.  It  would  have  much  amaz*d  you. 

Ham.  Very  Uke, 
Very  like  :  Stay'd  it  long  ? 

Hor.  While  one  with  moderate  hafte 
Might  tell  a  hundred, 

Sotb.  Longer,  longer. 

iifor.  Not  when  I  few  it. 

Ham.  His  beard  was  grizzled  ?  no  ? 

Hor.  It  was,  as  I  have  feen  it  in  his  life^ 
A  fable  filverU 

Ham.  I  will  watch  to-night ; 
Perchance,  'twill  walk  again. 

Hor.  I  warrant,  it  will. 

Ham.  If  it  aflume  my  noble  father's  peribn, 
Vl\  fpeak  to  it,  though  hell  itfelf  Ihould  gape. 
And  bid  me  hold  my  peace.     I  pray  you  all. 
If  you  have  hitherto  concealed  this  fight, 
^  Let  it  be  cenalg^e  in  your  filcnce  ftill ; 
And  whatfoever^elfe  (hall  hap  to-night. 
Give  it  an  underftanding,  but  no  tongue  i 
I  will  requite  your  loves  :    So^  fare  you  well : 

^  Let  it  he  Xx^]&iuycur  JiUnce  ftiU:)^     If  treUe  bc  right,  in  pKK 
priety  it  ftiould  be  read, 

Let  it  he  treble  inyourfknce  now : 
But  tbe  old  quarto  reads, 

Let  it  he^T'E.JiA'Ri.zinyourJlknce^iUi. 
And  this  is  ri^^ht.    Wai^burtok* 

IJport 
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Upon  the  platform^  'twixt  eleven  and  twelve, 
ril  vifit  you. 

•    M.  Our  duty  to  your  honour. 
Ham.  Your  loves,  as  mine  to  yoii :  FarewcL' 

[Exeunt. 
My  father's  fpirit  in  arms !  all  is  not  well ; 
I  doubt  fome  Ibul  play :   'would,  the  night  wer6 

*come! 
'Till  then  fit  ftill,  my  foul :  Foul  deeds  will  rife, 
(Though  all  the  earth  overwhelm  them)  to  men's  eyes. 

[Exit. 

SCENE      in. 

An  apartment  in  Piikniu^  b&ufe^ 

Enter  Laertes f  and  Ophelia. 

Laer.  My  necefiaries  are  embark'd ;  farewel  % 
And,  filler,  as  the  winds  give  benefit. 
And  convoy  is  afliftant,  do  not  fleep. 
But  let  me  hear  from  you. 

Opb.  Do  you  doubt  that  ? 

Laer.  For  Hamlet,  and  the  trifling  of  his  favour. 
Hold  it  a  fafiiion,  and  a  toy  in  blood ; 
A  violet  in  the  youth  of  primy  nature. 
Forward,  not  permanent,  fwcet,  not  lading, 
*The  perfume  and  fuppliance  of  a  minute; 
No  more. 

*  The  perfume^  ani  fuppliance ^<i  tmrmte:\  Thus  the  quarto: 
the  folio  has  it, 

>  ■  S^weet^  not  lafting^  » 

The  fuppliance  of  a  mhmie. 
It  18  plain  ^^\' perfume  is  neccffary  to  exemplify  the  idea  oifiveet^ 
not  lafiin^^  With  the  word  fupfiiance  I  am  not  fatisfied,  and  yet 
dare  hardly  oCer  what  I  imagine  to  be  right.  I  fufpe<^  that  fof" 
fiance^  or  fome  fuch  word,  formed  from  the  Italian,  was  then  uled 
for  the  a^t  of  fumigating  with  fweet  fcents.     Johnson. 

The  perfume,  vm^  fuppliance  of  a  minute ;  i.  e.  what  is  fupplied 
to  us  for  a  minute.  The  idea  feems  to  be  taken  from  the  (hort 
duration  of  vegetable  ^rfunies.    Steevens, 

O  3  Opb. 
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Op*..  No  more  bu^;,fo^       ,     . 

Ltf^.  Think  it  no  more : 
For  nature,  crefcent;,  does  not  |;row  alone    t 
In  thews  %  and  bulk  i  but,  a3  tbi$.ten)(>le  WMcs» 
The  inward  fervice  of  the  mind  and  foul 
Grows*  wide  withal.    Perha,ps^  he  l^yes  you  nowj 
7  And  now  po  foil^  nor  cai^iel)  c^t^  betaiirch 
The  virtue  of  bis  will :  but,  ybu  n»uft  fear. 
His  greatnefs  weigVjl,  his  wijl  is  nftt  bia  o.wQi 
For  be  himfelf  is  fubjeft  to  h}s  .bir?h : 
Ke  rijiay  not,  as  unvalued  perfons  do. 
Carve  for  himfelf;  for  on  his  (;hoice  depends 
s  The  fafety  and  the  health  of  the  whole  ftate ; 
And  therefore  muft  his  choice  be  circumfcrib*d 
Unto  the  voice  and  yielding  of  that  body, 

•  /a  thews,3  i.  e.  in  finewsj  miifcular  ftrength.    Steevens. 

^  ^^  tfow  no/oil^  nor  dautol,^— ]  From  caufela^  which  fignifietf 
on\y  ^ prudent  jirej^t  or  cautioaj  bu^  paOtng  through  French 
hands,  it  loil  its  innocencC)  and.  now  6gnifKs^^4  deceit.  And  fo 
he  ufes  the  adjedttve.in  Julius  Cafar: 

Svcear  priejis  and  covoards^  arid  men  cautelous, 
^  But  I  believe  Shakefpeare  wr^te, 

An^  »Mv  no  fiii  of  cautel  *- 
which  the  following  words  confirm :       *  \    ' 

— —  ^/l^befmirch 
The  virtue  (f  his  ^MiU:-^ 
For  by  virtue  is  meant  the  Jtmfjtd/J  of  his  will,  not  ^virtuous  wiU: 
and  both  th^s  and  hefmrch  refer  only  to  /«/,  and  to  the  foil  ^cratt 
andinfincerity.    Warburton. 

So,  in  the  fecorid  part  of  Greene's  Art  of  Coneycatcllfig^  i^g.i : 
<*  —  and  their  fubtill  cmiek  to  a^ieud  the  llatute."  To  intend  the 
fiatute  was  the  caiit  phrafe  for  evading  the  laiv.    Steevens. 

Virtue  fcen^s  here  to  c«mprife  both  exceUenee  ^xApovjcr^  and  may 
be  explained  !the/«r^/j^.5.    Johnson. 

•  The  .fenttity  and  the  health  of  the  ^hole  fiate\\  What  has  the 
JPunHity  of  the  flate  to  do  with.the  prince's  difproportioncd  marriage? 

We  Ihould  read  with  the  old  quarto  fafcty,  AVarburton. 

Hanroer  reads  very  riglitly,  fanity.  San^ity  is  elfcwhere  printed 
for  fanity^  in  the  old  edition  of  this  play.     Johnson, 

Si^ty  and  health  may  have  the  lame  meaning,  I  therefore  read 
with  all  the  quancs,  ' 

Theyij/^^^ndihehealthi  &c*     Steevens. 

Whereof 
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Whereof  he  is  the  head :  Then  if  he  fays,  he  loves 

you. 
It  fits  your  wifdom  fo  far  to  believe  it, 
As  he  hi  his  particular  ad  and  place 
May  givp  his  faying  deed ;  which  is  no  further. 
Than  the  main  voice  of  Derinriark  goes  withal. 
Then  weigh  what  lofs  your  honour  may  fuftain. 
If  with  too  dredent  ear  you  lift  his  fongs ; 
Or  }pfe  your  heart ;  or  your  chafte  treafure  open 
To  his  9  Xjnmaft'er'd  importunity. 
Fear  it,  Qphelia,  fear  it,  my  dear  fifter; 
And  '  keep  you  in  the  rear  qf  your  afFcftion, 
Out  of  the  mot  and  danger  of  defire. 
The  charieft  maid  *  is  prodigal  enough. 
If  ihe  unmaik  her  beauty  to  the  moon : 
Virtue  itfelf  fcapes  not  calumnious  ftrokes : 
The  canker  galls  the  infants  of  the  fpring, 
Tpo  oft  before  their  buttons  be  difclos'd ; 
And  in  the  morn  and  liquid  dew  of  youth 
Contagious  blaftments  are  moft  imminent: 
^e  wary  then :  beft  fafety  lips  in  fear  j 
Youth  to.itfelf  rebels,  though  none  etfe  near. 

Opb.  I  fhall  the  effeft  o^  yhis  good  leffon  keep,    ' 
As  watchman  to  my  heart  \  But,  good  my  brother. 
Do  not,  as  fomg  ungracious  paftors  do. 
Shew  me  thb  fteep  and  thorny  way  to  heaven  5 
^  Whilft,  Ijkc  a  ppft  and  rccklefs  libertine, 

Himfelf 

5P  '^^unmd^er^d — ]  i.e.  licentious*    Johnson, 

*  ""  keei'witbin  the  rear^  &c.]  That  is,'  do  Hot  advance  fo  far 
as  your  affection  would  lead  you.  Johnson.  ' 
-  *  ?^-charielt  maid\  Chary  is  cautious'.  So,  in  Greene's  JV^'V^ 
Uo  late^  1616 ;  />  Love  requires  not  diaility,  but  that  her  foldiers 
be  chary^  Again,  *'  She  livcth  chaftly  enough,  that  livcth 
^bariy,^    Steevens, 

\  Whilft^  like  a  puft  andcarefcfs  Uier^ine^']  This  reading  gives  us 
a  fenfe  to  this  effect.  Do  Qot'  you  be  like  an  ungracious  preacher, 
who  is  like  a  carelel's  libertine.'  And  there  we  find,  that  he  who  \% 
fo  like  2L  carelefs  libeiitirip,  is'  the  careiefs  libertine  himfelf.  This 
CpllU  not  come  from*  Shakefpeare.  The  old  quarto  reads, 
^"  •      .  ^  -  04^  miles 
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Himfclf  the  primrofe  path  of  dalliance  treads^ 
And  4  recjcsnot  his^own.  read. 

Laer.  O,  fear  oie  nqc 
I  ftay  too  long  J — Bucb^r^  my  father  comes^ 

Enter  Tolonivs^ 

A  double  bleffing  is  a  double  grace  j    . 

Occafion  fmiles  upon  a  fccond  leave. 

P^/.    Yet   here,    Laertes!    aboard|   a|)oatd,   for      i 

fliamej  I 

Whiles  ^  pvft  and  reclcteft  Ulertlne^ 
which  dirr^ls  us  to  thcnght  reading, 

Wbiyi  he,  apufi  and  recklefe  Uhertine^ 
The  firft  impTeiiion  of  thefc  pjays  hcibg  taken  from  the  play-houfe 
copies,  and  ihofe,  for  the  betrer  direction  of  the  a^brs,^  being  writ* 
ten  as  they  .were  pronounced^  theie  c]rcuii>&anc€S  have  occafioned 
innumerable  errors.     So  «  for  ^^.  every  wbere»  . 
i^  '   'i  'Was  a  good^  ^Ingt 

'A  "y^^J  ^  ^^  t(die  him  for  aU  in  aUm 

"^  ■ » i    ;  /  wam*t  it  wiilf  . 
for  Iwatrant.    This  (hould  be  well  atteaded  to  in  comeflmg 
Shakefpeare.    Warburtoit. 

The  emendation  is  not  amifs,  but  the  reafon  for  it  is  very  m- 
conclufiye :  we  ufe  the  fame  mode  of  fpeaking  on  many  oc- 
cafions.  When  I  fay  of  one,  lye  fquanders  iike  a  /f€nd$hriftyQi 
another,  he  rqhhd  me  like  (i  tbief^  the  phrafe  produces  no  am- 
biguity  ;  it  is  undcjftood  that  the  one  is  -jl  fpendwrijiy  and  the  other 
^  thief.     Johnson. 

^  —  recks  not  his  prj^  jr«8d«3  .  That  hj  heedi  not  his  own 
Jeflons.    .PofE;       „.        • 

So,  in  y^vi*  fiwirrr;  .  ^  "^ 

.  >*  I  reck  not  a  fcder.'* 

Ben  Jon fon  ufe&the word,  rud  in  his  Caiiliae  : 

^'  So  that  thou  coukUl  not  move 

**  Againft  a  poblic  ued*'*  • 
Again>  in  Sir  Tho.  North's  tranflation  of  Plutarch:    "—Dif- 
parch,  I  read  you,  for  your  enterprize  is  betray*d«'*    Again^  in 
the  old  Morality  of  Ilycke  Scormer.: 

"  And  of  thy  livings  I  reed  amend  thee." 
So  i\it  Old Pro^erhivi  the  i^xo  Angry  Women  (fj^ingtoH^  1599 : 

'*  Take  heed,  is  a. good  rro/.*' 
AgMn,  in  Warner's  Aibion*s  Englandy  160a,  book  5.  chap.  27: 

**  — .  and  to  his  r<?f// already  bent."    Steevens. 

?  The 
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The  wind  fits  in  the  s  fhoulder  of  your  faiU 
And  yoq  arc  ftaidfor:  Therc,^ — my  bleflings  with 
you ;  [^L^fing  bis  band  on  Laertes*  bead. 

And  thefe  few  precepts  ii^  thy  memory 
I^Qok  thou  cfaara^* .  Give  thy  thoughts- no  tongue^ 
Nor  any  unproportion'd  thought  his  aft. 
Be  thou  familiar,  but  by  no  means  vulgar. 
The  friends  thou  haft,  and  their  adoption  try'd. 
Grapple  them  to  thy  four  with  hoops  of  fteei; 
<^But  do  not  dull  thy  palm  with  entertainment 
Of  each  new-hatch'd  unfledg'd  conmrade.    Beware 
Of  entrance  to  a  quarrel ;  but,  being  in. 
Bear  it  that  the  oppofer  may  beware  of  thee. 
Give  every  man  thine  ear,  but  few  thy  voice : 
Take  each  man's  cenfiaire  ^,  butreferve  thyjucjgrnent* 
Coftly  thy  habit  as  thy  purfe  can  buy. 
But  not  exprefs*d  in  fancy;  rich,  not  gaudy: 
For  the  apparel  oft  proclaims  the  man ; 
And  chey  in  France,  of  the  beft  rank  ai^d  ftation, 
*  Are  moft  feleft,  and  generous  chief,  in  that.. 
Neither  a  borrower,  nor  a  lender  be : 
For  loan  oft  lofcs  both  icfelf  and  friend; 
And  borrowing  duUi^the  edge  of  hulbandry* 

3  r^tleJhouUer  vf your  fiul^l    This  is  a  commoa  fea  phniie. 

8t£SVSN8# 

*  But  do  notduU  thy  palm  with  en$erimnmini 

Of  each  new'batcb%  unfled^d  comrado»]  The  literal  icnfe 
is»  Do  not  make  thy  palm  caUous  hy  Jhtddng  ovety  man  hy  the  hand* 
The  figurative  meaning  may  be.  Do  not  by  fromifatous  conmorjatioa 
make  thy  mind  infenjihle  to  the  difference  ofcharaBers,     Joitns  on.  ' 

7  — each  man*s  cenfure,]     Cenfure  is  opinion.     So,  in  ISng^ 
Richard  111 :  —To  give  your  cenfures  in  this  weighty  bufitiefs. 

Steevens. 

*  Are  moft  feUB  and  generous^  chief  in  that  J]     I  think  the  whole 
defign  of  the  precept  (hews  we  ihouid  read,' 

Are  moft  feleSt^  and  generous  chiefs  in  that.    . 
Chief  is  an  adjeBinfe  uied  adverbiaUyi  a  prance  common  to  out 
author.    Chiefly  generous.    Yet  it  muft  beowned  that  the punc* 
tuation  recommended  is  veiy  fliff  and  harih.    Steetsns. 

This 
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This  aboy«  »Hj.— Tp  thi0c.o*irfdf  :bc  trot  j      /  ^  . 
|iVirjd;  it  muft  follow,  as  the  ni^t  the  day, 
X^ou  c^ft  not  then  b(^  fn\k  to  iny  man* 
I'arewel ;  '  my  lxle£Biig.&aifbn  this  in  thtt^^ 
L^^  Moll  humbly  do  I  taketny  .^ve^  my  lor4« 

^  4nd  it  nofi  fiUhw^  m  iffe  night  1^^.}  .^The  ie&fe  belt  te^ 
quires,  that  the  finiilitude  ibould  give  an  imftge  not  oi't^vjo  0€Ss,  ef. 
Sifferem  itautresj  Xbsil  folloi<r  one  anottier  alternately,  ^ut  ofa  cat^ 
ii»/5^<%4<rhcte'the  jBlfe^  fcttbws  ^he  xM^^\jy}zph^al  lucej^. 
For  the  ^ertkm  is,  Bejtrue.Ky  thyfelf,:and  then  tfaouMiidfl  keaffan^ 
ht  true  to  others.  Truth  to  himfetf  thefi  \y^)  the  cmi^^v^^  €6 
ethers  the  ^j?«  To  illufirate  this  necedity,  the  ipeaker  emp lo]^ 
kfimilitudei  Ikit  no  fimilitude  ckn  illuflrate  it,  but  whiit  prefeht^ 
kn  image  jGi.  zJcikjl^  '^<l  ej^nSt :  and  fueh  a  .catxi^  as  that,  ivhere  thd 
fcffcft  &llow3  by  ^pi^ficm^  not  a.iM0fii/  neceffitjf !  for  if  oi^'f  by  rf 
W^necei]]pr^the  thing  ii^j^r4Gf/ff^  wodd-xto't  b^  qiore  certaii^  ^hacC 
the  thiog  /ii^ri/i?//|\wW^  would  be. ^'gr^at  abfurdity,.  .Thti 
^ingpremifecl,  let  iis  fee  wh^t  the  text  fk^s,"  *  ^»  .  .  .  • 
• '  ^  And  it  tmtfi  folkrw^  as  the  night 'At^)?«tf%iN 
Jn  this  we  are  (b  far  froin  beii^  prefehfed  )fath  ^  ^^  fdlovring 
a  ctfij/^  by  aphyfical  uqceffity,  that  th^rejs.  no' cauleat^^ill:  bat 
40rilytwo  dMfet^t  effects,  j)roceeding  from  two  different  c^ufes^ 
ana  fuccecdin^  onfe  attc|ther  fdt^rnatefy,  '^akefpe^tre,  therefoie^ 
yrithout queiiion  WTDtfe^"  ..':/:  J.    -    \     *       .: 

'  \And  it  i/mft  fiffMf  as  tke\^^ 
As  much  as  to  fay,  Truth  to  thyfelf,  apd  truth  toothers,  skte  in- 
fepanible;  the  latter  depending  neceffarily  on  the  former  as  lights 
depends  upon  the  d<^i  where  it  is  to  be  oblerved,  that  day  is  ulcd 
ti^uiitivelyibr'the  j|!»«.  The^lgnorance  of  .wfiicb,  I  fUppofei  con^ 
^bttted  to  jniflead  the  editors.    Wahburtpn.  '  ^ 

AnditTnufl  fiikK»i^  them^tihed^i 

Thib  hoie  is  very  abote,  but  the  common  iTucceflion  of  night  to 
da3f  waa,  I  bdiev^  aU  that  our  author  meant  to  m^kp  Poloniuf 
think  of,  on  the  prefeiit  oceafion.  '^^^    ''  '■   ** 

^    So^mthe  1:45th  9oilii^' of  Shakefpeare: 
**  .That  followed  it  ^^«rf^  idSay 
**  il)«/^>flfedi%i«f,  &c*"    Steeve^s,         • 
.    ^  -*i^  «pi  blcjjing  feafon  this  in  thee  /J     Seafrh^  for  infuje. 

•'   ."•     X    " -'  '  ■*'"     '        WaS^bVrton, 

It  is  more  than  to  i^fe^  it  is  to  in&t  it  itif  fuch  a  maimer  as  that 
it  nbvpr  may  wear  out    JoHN^oKb  ^'  ' 

•f..5oi'in  the  mock  tragedy  i^eprefented  before  the  king : 
•     — .,  who  in  want  a  hollow  ffiend  doth  try, 
Piire£tly:^^»ihim  hisenefiEiy..  '     StE£;ven5» 

..  ■■•  '■■■    ■      a    ■  '       ,        M 
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J^ol.  *Thc  time  itivites  you;  go,  your  fcirvarits 
tend  3. 
.  Laer.  Farewel,  Ophelia ;  and  remember  well 
What  I  iave  faid  to  yqu. 

Opb.  *Tis  in  my  memory  lock'd. 
And  you  4yourfcIf  Ihaii  keep  the  key  of  it. 

Laer.  Farcwcl.  [^Exit  LaerPei. 

PoL  What  is't,  Ophelia,  he  hath  feid  to  you  ? 

Opb.  So  pleafe  you,  fomcthing  touching  the  lord 
Hamlet. 

PoL  Marry,  well  bethowght : 
*Ti8  told  me,  he  Juth  very  oft  of  late 
Given  private  time  to  you ;  and  you  yourfelf 
Have  of  your  audience  been  moft  free  and  bounteous: 
if  it  b^  To,  (as  fo  *tis  put  On  me, 
Aod  that  in  way  of  caution)  I  muft  tell  you. 
You  do  not  underftand  yourfelf  fo  clearly, 
As.it  behoves  my  daughter,  and  your  honour : 
What  is  between  you  ?  give  me  up  the  truth. 

O^b.  He    hath,  my  lofd,  of  lace  made   many 
lenders 
Of  his  affeftion  tO  me. 

*  Thf  time  invites  ypu ; — ]     This  reading;  is  as  old  as  the  firft 

foUo\  however,  I  fufpec^  it  to  have  been  fubftituted  by  the  Jjlayers, 

.    who  did  not  underlhnd  the  term  which  poflefles  the  elder  quartos  : 

The  time  ivivt^s  you  i  ■  .     \ 

1.  e*  belieges,   prefles    upon   you  on  every   fide.     To  imfejl  a 

tirjon^  is  the  military  phrafe  from  which  our  author  borrpwed  his 

metaphor,     Ta^o'BAhO. 

£ither  reading  may  ferve.     Macbeth  fays, 

"  I  go,  and  it  is  done,  the  bell  invites  me."    Steeveks. 
J  ^.^your  fervants  tend,"]    i.  e.  your  fervants  are  wailing   for 

you.      JOHNSOKf, 

^  -^yourjilf  fiall  keep  the  key  rf  it,']  That  is,  By  thinking  oa 
yoa,,I  (hall  think  on  your  leflbns.    Johnson. 

The  meaning  is,  that  your  counfels  are  as  fure  of  remaining 
locked  up  in  my  memory,  as  if  you  yourfelf  carried  the  key  of  it. 
80,  m  North-TMiirJ  Hoej  by  Decker  and  Webfler,  1607:  V  You 
ihall  dofe  it  up  like  treafure  of  yovur  own,  and  yourfelf  j^^r//  keep 
lie  key  of  it.^^    SteeVENS, 
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Pel.  Affedlion  ?  puh !  yon  fpeak  like  a  green  girl^ 
sUnfifted  in  fuch  perilous  circumftance. 
Do  you  believe  his  tenders^  as  you  call  them  ? 

Opb.  I  do  not  know^    my   lord,  what  I  {hould 
think. 

PqL  Marry,  FU  teach  you  :  think  youifelf  a  ba^y; 
That  y^u  have  ta*en  thefe  tenders  for  true  pay. 
Which  are  not  fterling.    ^  Tender  yourfelf  more 

dearly; 
Or  (not  to  crack  the  wind  of  the  poor  phrafe) 
Wronging  it  thus,  you^U  tender  me  a  fool. 

Ofh.  My  lord,  he  hath  importuned  me  with  lo^rc," 
In  honourable  falhion. 

'  Unfifted  in  fuch  perilous  circumJlaHce7\     Unffiedy  for  untried. 
Untried  lignifics  either  not  tempted^  or  XioX.  refined  \  unfifted^  figniiies 
the  latter  only\  though  the  fenle  requires  the  former.  Warburton. 
*  —  Tinder  jourjeff"'  more  dearly ;  ' 

Or  (not  to  craek  the  'voind  of  the  poor  phrafe)  ^ 
Wronging  //  thus^  yoiill  tender  me  a  foolJ]  The  farenihefis 
is  clofed  at  the  wrong  place ;  and  we  muft  have  likewife.a  flight 
corre£tion  in  the  laft  verfe.  Polonius  is  racking  and  playing  on 
the  word  tender^  till  he  thinks  proper  to  corrediiimfcli  for  the 
licence;  and  then  he  would  fay — not  farther  to  crack  tie  wind 
of  the  phrafe,  by  twifiing  and  contorting  it,  as  I  have  done. 

Wareitrton, 
I  believe  the  word  wronging  has  reference,  not  to  the  phrafe, 
but  to  Ophelia  ;  if  you  go  on  wronging  it  thusy  that  is,  tfyou  con' 
tinue  to  go  on  'thus  wrong.  This  is  a.  mode  of  Ipeaking'perhaps  not , 
Tery  grammatical,  but  very  common  j  nor  have  the  bell  writcn 
refufed  it. 

To  finner  it  or  faint  it^ 
is  in  Pope,     And  Rowe, 
—  Thus  to  coy  it. 
To  one  who  knows  jou  too. 
The  folio  has  it, 

-— roatning // /A/w,— T  .  •      .  t« 

That  is,  kit  ng  yourfelf  loofc Jo  fuch  improper  liheriy.    But  wronging 
feems  to  be  more  proper.     Johnson. 

**  See  you  do  not  coy  //,*'  is  in  Maffinger's  New  way  to  ptPf  old 
Dehts.  Mr,  Rowe  had  read  this  author,  and  borrowed  from  him 
the  plan  of  the  Fair  Penitenty  though  without  the  moft  trivial  ac- 
knowledgement;   SteeVens. 
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Pol.  Ay,  7  falhion  you  may  call  it ;  go  ro,  go  to. 

Opb.  And  hath  given  countenance  to  his  fpeecb, 
my  lord. 
With  almofi  all  the  hdy  vows  of  heaven. 

PoL  Ay^  fpringes  to  catqh  woodcocks  \    I  do 
know. 
When  the  blood  burns,  how.  prodigal  tl)e  foul 
Lends  the  tongue  vows :  Thcfe  blazes^  daughter^ 
Giving  more  light  than  heat,— extindt  in  both. 
Even  in  their  prpmife,  as  it  is  a  making, — 
Tou  muft  not  take  for  fire.    From  this  time^ 
Be  fomewhat  fcanter  of  your  maiden  prcfence; 
'  Set  your  entreatments  at  a  higher  rate. 
Than  a  command  to  parley.     For  lord  Hamlet, 
Believe  fo  much  in  him^  That  he  is  young ; 
And  with  a  '  krger  tether  may  he  walk, 
i      Than  may  be  given  you :  In  few,  Ophelia, 
Do  not  believe  his  vows :  for  they  are  brokers  ; 
Not  of  that  dye  which  their  inveftments  fliew. 
But  mfcer  implorators  of  unholy  fuits, 
*  Breathing  like  fandified  and  pious  bonds,    . 

The 

^  —  faihiODj^MT  m^^  caU  it: — ]  She  \itc&jkjbhn  for  manner^ 
and  he  for  a  tranfimt  froBice.    Johnson. 

•  ^^Jpringes  to  catch  woodcodu.]    A  proverbial  (kying. 
*•  Evciy  woman  has  a  ffrlnge  to  catch  a  lyjoodcock^ 

Stej^vens. 

•  Setyour  entreatments]  Entreatments  here  means  comfoft^y  con^ 
inrfation^  from  the  French  entritien.     Johnson, 

«  ^  Ztif^fT  tether-— ]     A  ftring  ro  tie  hoHcs.    Pope. 

Tether  is  that  firing  by  which  an  animal,  fet  to  graze  in  grounds 
iininclofedf  is  confi ned  within  the  proper  li  mi  ts •    Johnson. 

So,  in  Grecne*8  Card  rf  Fancy ^  i6o  i :  "  To  tye  the  ape  and  the 
bear  in  one  tedder/*  Tether  is  a  firing  by  which  any  animal  is 
fiifiened,  whether  for  the  fake  of  feeding  or  the  air.    Ste evens*  ' 

•  Breathing  like  fanBified  and  pious  bonds,]  On  which  the  editor 
Mr.  Theobald  remarks,  Tho*  all  the  editions  hoft^  JvMtlb'ujed  this  read* 
ingimfilicitjjf^  it  is  certainty  corrupt  \  and  I  have  been  furfrixed  hv9t 
fnen  if  genius  and  learning  could  let  it  pafs  'voithaut  fome  fufpicion^ 
What  ideas  can  *ax  frame  to  4turjehes  ^  a  breathing  hond\  <fr  of  its 
itingfanHiJitdandfiotUi  &c«  ?  But  he  was  too  hafiy  iujramng  ideen 

befoic 
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The  better  to  beguile.    This  is  for  all,-^ 
3  I  would  not,  in  plain  terms,  from  this  time  forth| 
Have  you  fo  flander  any  moment's  leifure* 
As  to  give  words  o^  talk  with  the  lord  HamMt. 
Look  to!t,  I  charge  yoi\^  come  your  ways,  .    . 
Opb.  I  fhall  obey,' my  lord*  [Exeunt^ 


S    C    E    N    E      IV. 
^he  Platform. 

JEnter  Hamlet^  Horatio^  and  Marcellus^ 

flam.  The  air  bites  flirewdly ;  it  is  very  cold^ 
Hor.  It  is  a  nipping  and  an  eager  air. 
Ham.  What  hour  now? 
Hon  I  think,  it  lacks  of  twelve. 
Mar.  No,  it  is  ftruck. 

Hot.  Indeed  ?  I  heard  it  not ;  it  then  draws  nCaf 
the  feafon, 
Wherein  the  fpirit  held  his  wont  to  walk. 

[^Noi/e  of  mufick  within. 
What  does  this  mean,  my  lord  ? 

Ham. 

before  he  underftood  thofe  already  framed  by  the  poet,  and  ex- 
prciTed  in  very  plain  words.    Do  not  believe  (I'ays  Polonius  to  his 
daughter)  Hamlet's  amorous  vows  made  toyou ;  which  pretend  re- 
ligion in  them  (the  better  to  beguile)  like  thofe  (andified  and  pious 
Vows  \o)r  bonds']  made  to  hea/ven*     And  why  Ihould  not  this  fpfi 
'without  fajpicion-?     WarbURTON. 
^ '  Theobald  for  bonds  fublHtutes  barjoJs*    Johns  on* 
3  /  would  noty  in  plain  terms,  from  this  time  fortb^ 
jy^w  j;tf«  yi  flander  any  moment's  leifure,]    The,  humour  of 
this  is  iine.     The  fpeaker's  character  is  all  aiTedtation.    At  lafl  he 
fays  he  \\\\\ /peak plains  and  yet  cannot  for  his  litej  his  plain fj)eecli 
Qljlandering  a  moment s  leifure  being  of  the  like  fuilian  fluff  with  the 
reft.     Warburton. 

*  'Here  is  another  fine  pafTage,  of  which  I  take  the  beauty  to  be 
only  imaginary.     Polonius  lays,  in  plain  terms^  that  isy  not  in  lan<*. 
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tiam  The  king  doth  wake  to-niglit>  and  takfes  hil 
)        •."    toufes  ;•......';.. 

Keeps  waffel,  *  aod  ^  the  fwaggcrin^  tip-lbttng  ccds  j 
'^ni,  iisc  bo  drams  hiss  draughts,  of  Kbenifli  dowh^ 
The  kettle-dmm,  and  trumpet^  thus  bray  but     . 
The  triumph  of  his  pledge* 

Hot,  Is  it  a  ctiftom  ?  * 

Hatfi*  Ay,,  marry,  is't: 
But,  to  my  miiid,—thbugh  I  ^in  native  here. 
And  to  the  manner  bbrn, — it  is  a  cufix>tti 
Moi^e  hpriouf'd  in  the  breach^  than  the  obfer^ancei 
7  This  lieavy-headed  rfevel^  ea£b  and  weft. 

Makes 
gaac«  le&  tUv^ci  or  eml)elii(h0d  dum  before,  biit  ixr  terms  tbatcm^, 
not  oe  mtfunJe^ood:  I  nuouU  ngt  hame^youfi  dijgxace  your  meA  idU!^ 
mments^  ,is  not  to  find  better  emfUyrmntfir  them  than  Jard  Hamkt^s 
mverfati^.     Johnson. 

,  ^  —  Wes  bis  roufe^'\  A  roufe  is  a  large  dofe  of  liquor,  a  de- 
bauch.   So,  in  Or^/^.* 

<«  —  they  have  givbn  me  a  roufe  alrcadvi"  ,     * 

It  (ho^ld  ieem  nom  the  fpUowing  pailage  in  Decker's  Guls  Horn^ 
took^  1609,  that  the  word  roufe  was  of  Danilh  extradtiqn.  ^^  Teach 
ine,  thou  fovers^igne  ftinker,.how  to  take  the  German's  upfy  freeze,^ 
the  Danifi  roufa^  the  Switzet's  ftoop  of  rheniih,  Sec.**   SteevensiJ 

5  Ke^s  ivajje/,]  See  Macbeth,  a6t  i.  Again,  in  the  Hog  hatb 
hfi  his  Pearly  1614: 

,**  By  Crocfus  namp  and  by  his  caftle,-    .  , 

\       **  Where  winter  nights  he  kcepeth  'wajjel.^    Steevkns." 

•  —  thefiva^ring  up-fpring — ]     The  Wullering  upttart. 

Johns  off  f 
It  appears  from  the  following  pafTage  in  Alphonfus  Emperor  ofGer* 
many,  by  Chapman^  that  the  tif-Jprirtg  was  a  German  dance  : 

"  ^  Vye  Germans  have  no  changes  in  our  dances ;         1 ' 
t.  **  An  almain  and  an  up-fpring^  that  is  all.*' 

fring  was  anciently  the  name  of  a  tune,  fo  in  B.  and  Fletcher's 
rophtrfi: 

"—  we  will  meet  him, 
"  And  llrike  him  fuch  Xi^^ Springs — ^ 
The  word  is  ufed  by  G,  Douglas  in  his  tranllation  of  Virgil,  and, 
1  think,  by  Chaucer.  .  Ag^ain,  in  an  old  Scots  proverb,  —  "  An- 
other would  play  2ifpring  ere  yog  tune  your  pipes.**    Ste evens. 

^  Thii  heavy-headed  reveU  eaft and^^jcejl^  i.e.  This  revelling 
that  obferyes  no  hour?,  but  continues  ftom  morning  to  night, 
Sc.    Wariurton.' 

1  fhouW 
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Makes  us  traduc'dj  and  im^  ^^iTolheriatiow; '  cC 
They  clepe  us,  drunkards,  and  witb.  iMilifli  phrafe 
3oii  our  addition ;  and,  indeed,  it  takes 
From  our  atcbievements,  though  perform'd  at  height^ 
«  The  pith  and  marrow  of  our  attribute. 
So,  oft  it  chances  in  partieula!r  men. 
That,  for  fome  vicipus  mole  of  nature  in  thcm^ 
As,  in  their  birth,  (wherein  they  are  not  guilty. 
Since  o^re  cannot  chufe  his  origin)  .  >  t 

By  the  o'^r-growth  of  fbme^  complexion,      ' 
Oft  breaking  down  the  paks  and  forts  of  reafon  ;  ' 
Or  by  fome  nabit^  that  too  much  o'erJeavens        »- 
The  form  of  plaufive  manners  ^--that  thefe  men^»«-^ 
Carrying,  I  fay,  the  ftamp  of  one  defeft ; 
Being  nature^s  livery,  or  '  fortune's  ftar,—- 
Their  virtues  elfe  (be  they  as  pure  as  grace, 
*  As  infinite  as  maa  may  undergo) 
Shall  in  the  general  cenfure  take  corruption 
From  that  particular  fat<lt:">  The  dram  of  bafc 

Doth 

I  lliould  not  have  fufped^  this  paffage  of  ambiguity  or  ob« 
jCbuiity,  had  I  aoc  fpund  my  pfHoion  of  it  (Hfiering  from  that  of  die 
learned  critic*  I  conftrue  it  thus,  97?is  heany^beaded  nnfd  makes  us 
traduced eifft  andtmxji^  and iaxidif  other  nations.    Johnson. 

*  nefiiband  mamws  of^oHr  aurihute,']  The  beft  and  moft 
valuable  part  of  the  praiiie  that  would  be  o{henirifeattiib\ttedt9. 

U8.      JOHNSOfir. 

'  -^cpmpleiiion,]  /'•  /•  humour;  as  fanguine,  mdancholyf 
phlegmatic,  Cs!c,    Warburton*    •  ♦ 

*  '^ fortunes  fear,]     In  the  dd  quarto  of  1637,  it  is 

•i— ^ — fortuTie's^axi 
But  I  think  ^iatr.  is  proper*    Jojhnsok* 
All  the  quartos  \^z6^ftar.    ST£fiv£Ks. 
^  Js'infinite  as^  maa^  May  ttndergo,]     M  brgp  as  can  be  ac{ni# 
mulated  upon  man*    Johnson. 
3  The  dtam  cf  ^{i&, 
Doihailtben^leJkyianteofsLdtAxh^  •* 

To  bis  own  Jhandal']  I  do  not  remember  a  pafTage  thioa^ 
out  all  our  poet's  works,  snore  intricate  and  depraved  in  the 
text,  of  le6  meaning  to  outward  appearance,  or  moie  likely  to 
baffle  the  attempts  of  critid^  in  its  aid.    Ic  is  certain^  there  it 
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tloth  alt  ^  hobte  fdbfttrtee  flC  itonh.  dUt  \ 

Hot.  Uxk^  v&f,  lord,  it  comes  I 
Ham.  Angels  and  mtniikrs  of  grstci  deftfid  v&  5  !^4. 

Be 

neither  fenfe  ho^  grtftirtitf  d(  k  nbttr  ^litidi :  ytt  wtA  t  flight  al- 
teration, Til  enkairoai'  to  cu^  thdfe  defeds,  «ad  give  a  ibatimenc 
too,  that  (hall  make  the  poet's  thought  ciofit  nobly^  The  dram  of 
i^f  (aslhavc  corre6tcd  the  text)  means  the  ka4  tUo^  of  bafe- 
ncfe  or  vice.  It  is' very  frequent  with  6ifr  po^  to  ufe  the  aj;e^ive 
bf  fK6%  ififlead  of  tK6  fab^tfitiTe  fi|^fytng  the  tfaiag.  &fides^ 
I  mc  obfeitvedp  rbat  ^Qfewher^  fjpcdkii^  i^i  worthy  he  delights  to 
coniider  it  as  a  quality  thai  adds  wiigiA  to  a  ppfdb^  and  coQiie<fti 
ttelrord  Wit'k  tliat  idea*     Theobald. 

*  Doth  aU  the  noble  fuhjlance  of^orth  okt^l  Varioiis  C0!ij^fiur«l 
tare  been  erojiJajred  about  this  poikj^.  The  Mlhat  of  Thi 
Kevfjial  W(Hfid  read,  . 

**  Doth  a!i  the  uioblc  fiibftancc  tfi  edt  cutJ* 
Or, 

.      *'  Doth  all  the  rioble  fubfbttice>//  viitb  douhi."^ 

Mr.  Hoit  reiids, 

**  Doth  aii  the  noble  fubftancc  efl  adcfU^ 

And  Dr,  Johnfon  thinks,  that  Theobald's  readii^may  flan^. 

I  would  read,  .  ' 

.  Doth  all  the  ii^Ue  ftthjidna  (I;  e.  the  fum  of  good  qualities)  ifi 
A  *W.  PerhajiS.  We  fhould  fay,  Tq  itt  omon  fcwiddU  His  and  iti 
are  perpetually  confoutkied  in  tike  oki  eopks. 

As  I  und(£rlla6d  the  paifa^e^  there  is  little  difficulty  in  it.  Thia 
isoneoftlK  k»v  coll^^uial  phritfis  which  at  jprefeat  0tr&  neither 
Impldy^  in  tfrtttdg^  nor  perhaps  are  reconciieabk  to  the  pro- 
firiety  of  lahguage;  To  ^  a  thing  outf  U  to  e^itguifij  it^  or  io 
(face  or  obliterate  dny  thiHg  painted  or  'written. 

In  the  lirft  of  thefe  1l»»«)fit:ation8  it  is  ufed  by  Drayton,'  in  the 
fth  Ganto  of  his  Barous^  JVarS: 

"  Was  tjf eh  in  battle,  and  h5$  eye* iw/*-<i?w.^    StEEVEWi* 

'  Angels  and  Unifier  J  qfgr.-ice  dcftkduf!]  Hamfet's  fpecch  to  th« 
jpparition  of  his  tatber  icems  to  me  t.>  confift  of  three  pCrw. 
When  firft  he  fees  th6  ^&fc,  be  fortifies  himfeif  with  an  iH* 
tocatioor 

Anfils  and ntmifitts  ef  gract  defind us! 

As  the  fpeclrc:  appt^oaches,  he  deliberates  With  himfelf,  and  do* 
liriDtfieSy  thi^t  whatever  it  be  he  will  venture  to  addre^  it. 
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no  HAMLET^ 

Be  thou  a  fpirit  of  healthy  or  goblin  damnM  S 
Bring  with  thee  airs  from  heaven,  or  hlafts  froni  hel}» 
Be  thy  intents  wicked,  or  charitable, 
Thou  com'ft  in  fuch  a  7  queftxonable  Ihape, 
That  I  will  fpeak  to  thee ;  FU  call  thep,  Hamlet, 
King,  father,  roysil  Dane :  O,  anfwer  me ! 
Let  me  not  burft  in  ignorance !  but  ^  tell. 

Why 

Be  th&u  a  J^irit  tf  heeikh^  or  gtibUn  JamtfJ^ 
Bring  wtw  thee  airs  from  heaven^  or  hlafis  from  bell^ 
Be  thy  intents  vjicked  or  charitable. 
Thou  comlfi  in  fuch  a  quefiionahlejbape^ 
That  1  nxyillffeak  to  thee.     PllcaU  thee^  &c« 
This  he  fays  while  his  father  is  advancing;  he  then^  as  he  had 
determined)  j^tf^j  to  him^  and  calls  him-^IiamUt^  Kingy  Fadm^ 
MqyaiDaue:  obi  anfnaerme.    Johnson. 

^  Be  thou  ajhirit  of  beakh^  or  goblin  damitd^  i&c.]  So  in  Jkola/lui 
his  ^er^tvit,  I  ooo : 

^^  Art  thou  a  god,  a  man,  or  elfe  a  ghofl  i 
<*  Com'ft  thou  froih  heaven,  where  hlifs  and  fblace  dwell  I 
*^  Or  from  the  airie  cold-engendringcoafl  ^ 
*'  Or  from  the  d^kfome  dungeon-hold  of  hell  ?"  . 
The  firft  known  edition  of  thb  plvv  is  in  1604.    Steevens. 
7  ^^quefiionabk  Jbapt^     By  queftiouable  k  meant   provoking 
queftion.    Hanm£r« 
So  in  Mubith: 

Lpveyouj  or  areyou  aught  . 
That  man  majtqvieikion^    Johnson* 
Suefiionabky  I  believe  mtaaxAOvXy  fro^tiws  is  coirver/ation^  ei0 
mmltvilUng  to  be  conruerfei  with.     So  m  jis  you  like  it^    **  An  un- 
fuefiionable  fpirit^  which  you  have. not.'*     Unqn^ionabttin  tlus  lad 
infbnce  certainly  %nifies«»u]Gi/f/»^i«^f0Z(A///'.    Stee^ens^ 

.^uefiionable,  I  believe^  only  means  capable  ef  bdn^  cowvevfid  witk 
To  ^u^ioittj'  certainly  in  our  author's  nme  jfigmficd  to'  casmerje. 
So,  in  his  Taratttnand,Lucrece,  ^593  * 

"  For  am  fupper  long  he  f «g^t>af/  .     .. 

With modeft*Lucrece--.'V  -  ,  .  .o 

K^n/rnHntiii^jand  Ckopatra:      .  i. 

^t  Out  6f  our  ^Mfi/lf/M  wipe  him***    Maloine,  * 

t  , ^tell,  ^ 

Whytijycanmti7^dbwas,hearfedm*ii^^^ 
Have  burfi  their  cearments  ?}    Hamlet  here  fpeaks  with  wonder, 
that  he  whoivas  dead  ihotild  rife:  again  ^uid  -waSc.    But  this,  ac- 
cording to  the  vo^r  ftiperiHtion  here  folk)wed,  -was  no  wonder. 
Their  only  wonder  waS|  that  one^  who  had  ther/^#  ef  fepuhure^'^ 
5  formed 
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Wfcy  thy.canonizM  bones,  hcarred  In  death. 
Have  burft  their  cearmcnts  ?  why  the  fcpulchre. 

Wherein 

formed  to  }iim>  (hould  walk  ;  the  want  of  which  was  fuppofcd  to 
be  jhe  reafon  of  walking  ghofts.  Hamlet's  wonder  then  ihould 
have  been  placed  here :  and  fo  Shakefpeare  placed  it,  as  we  (hall 
fee  prefently.  For  hearfed  is  ufcd  figuratively,  to  lignify  repofited^ 
therefore  the  place  Wi6^r^  ihould  be  defigned :  \iwt  death  being  no 
.flace^  but  a  privathn  oiily,^  hearfid  in  death  is  nonfenfe.  We 
ihould  read^ 

5 —ulU 

WhythycanomJdhoMi^hearfidint'dc^^ 
Hofve  burft  their  tearments  ? 
It  app«rs,  &r  the  two  reafons  given  above,  that  earth  is  the  true 
retding;  ^It  wiH  further  appear  for  thefe  two  other  reafons.  Fir(i» 
From  the  words,  canofiiz^d  hones  i  by  which  is  not  meant  (as  one 
I  '  would  imagine)  a  compliment  for,  made  ho^  or  fainted-^  but  for 
I  hones  to  which  the  rites  of  fepulture  have  been  performed;   or 

1^  which  w^re  buried  according  to  th*  canon.    For  we  arc  told  he 

I  was  murdered  with  all  his  fins  frcih  upon  him,  and  therefore  in 

I  no  way  to  be  fainted.    But  if  this  licentious  ufe  of  the  word 

I  ycaneni^d  bc  allowed,  then  earth  muil  be  the  true  reading,  for  in- 

huming biodiet  was  one  of  the  ei&ntial  parts  of  fepulchral  rites. 
\  SecoiuSy,  From  the  words,  Ha>ve  hurft  their  cearmentSy  which  im- 

ply the  preceding  mention  of  inhuming^  but  no  mention  is  made  of 
I  It  in  the  common  reading.    This  enabled  the  Oxford  editor  to 

I  improve  upon  the  emendation ;  fo  he  reads, 

Why  thy  hones  hear ^ din  canonized  earth.  > 

I  I  fuppofe  for  the  fake  of  harmony,  not  lof  fenie.    For^  diough 

^  the  rites  of  fepultu  re /^rwA/ canonizes  the  body  hried;  yet  it 

I  docn  DOt'Canontze  the  earth  in  which  it  is  laid,  ualefs  every  fuaeral 

I  fervice  bea  new  confecration.    Warburton,  -,      . 

It  were  too  kmg  to  examine  this  note  period  by  period^  though 
I  ahnoil:  ev^^fimod  feems  ^o  roe  to  contain  ibmething  rcprehen- 

1  fible.    The  critic,  in  his  zeal  for  change,  write*  .with  fo  little  cbn- 

fideration,  as  to  fay,  that  Hamlet  canhat>^(CC|lK hit  father  canonized!^ 
becaufe  w^  are  told  he  zvas  murdered  txjith.  all  his  finsfieflf  upon  him. 
He  was  not  then  told  it,  and  had  io  little  the  power  of  knowing 
it,  that  he  wad  to  be  told  it  by  an  apparition.  The  long  fuccefiion 
of  reafons  upon  reafons  proves  nothing,  but. what  every  reader 
difcovers,  that  the  king  had  been  buried,'  which  is  implied  by  & 
"^mttny  adjunldts  of  burial,  that  the  direct  mention  oi  earth  is  not 
neceCary.  Hamlet^  amazed  at  an 'apparition,  which^  though  in 
all  ages  credited,  ^  has  in  all  ages  bmi  cdnfidered  as  ,the  moft 
wonderful  and  -moft  dreadful  operation' of  fupernatural  agency, 
.enquires  of  the  fpc^tre,  in  the  moft  emphatic  terms,  why  he 

P  z  breaks 
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212  H    A    U    L   :p    T, 

Wherein  ^  fow'|he6  cjuietly  fn-urn'd  *, 
Hathl)pM"  hik  pdhdettias  ati^t  m^ 
To  caft  thet  up  again?  Whkt  may  this  m&ft>— 
»  That  thou,  dead  c»rfe,"dgaih/iii  complete 'fteel, 
Revifit'ft  thus  the  glin^pfes  of  the  moon^,     -  -       ' 
Making  ni^'h^eo'uS  ;  and  *  wc  fools  of  nature 
So  horridly  '-tt^ibake  our  dJTpofitiOflj 

breaks  the  order  of  nature,  by  retuAteg  imm  tllid  Afta/;  (Bh  he 
diks  in  a  very  icettfuied  Gitcutnlklcu^iolVv  <](^nfi»u9ciing  inlii&fri^lit 
the  foul  and  body.  Why,  fays  he,  luv^  (l^jvnesy  ^rtiich  wxth 
due  ceremonies  h^yejbeeiiin^mnbije^  rie  j^<r/^  in  the  conirhon  flate 
of  departed  ntortiU,'^^a^' the  folds  i«"<^ttich 'they  Wfette'dnabalmed? 
Why  hasthe  toflab,  ill 'wKleh  wb!^^#  flfec^  quietly^  ll*d^^6pfcned 
bis  mouth,  that?mimt4i*wla)ch;/byflt$  ireiglit  aii4itabilicyi«lliem^; 
dofed  for  ever  ?  The  whole  fcofeiVoe^is  ihi*.:  Wfy^  4l/?  ff¥  i^fif^^ar, 
tj^hom  IKK  know  t(f  he  dcaclf    ,    ..  ,  '^       *        ,^ 

Had  the  <%ing«  of  tlkr  wofi  reifio^ed  Sfhy 'obfctni^Jrv  or  added 
any  l>eaWryvi|t^fgh¥''4i*ve3  ye«y  Or^Kh;  « 'ftrtiggit ;  Wit  ekhei 
leading  teaves  the  fenfe  the  fame;  v  ' 

If  there  be  any  afpecity^  \l(^  tkis  £OQi;i;of]erfial;  -note,;  it^  as^uft .  be 
imputed  to  the  contagion  of  pee vilhncfe^' 'or  Ibnic  refentmeiit  of 
the  incivility  fliewn  to  the^OidfeM  ecfit^r,"  whb  i^  Pept^fenteA  a& 
fuppofmg  %\it\^f^^n6^hVf^}iSidt^Wi\itttti&i  ninsA  lie  only  itieoiit 
to  tay,  t^t\:tt;b(f^^'<t^Sji^e;30^^^f\9:ifj^ 


babte  that   Shake^pftsntf!  itttfiWltkr^trfcis, -^llrtVuiCJ^ff^^ 
it  might  appear  rv^  S^^^W  *^  f«^  ?  idtfcrinW?t5oij  .jlrqm  ri«  / 
^ther  cbaratters  ;  though  ift  ivas  .tcally.  tl;^  ^ijf|0»«  ^f  the  I>ianil[H 
kings   to   be   buried  ia  that   maimcf,*'' Vide*"Oi'-^Ji  \^*AW/, 

'    *'  Sffnem  rcgi  nee  veft*bos,  aec  odoribtw  cumtilaat,  fia  cuit^ut 
•**  <»rwa,<}uorunda5[Vigr^i«t*^»V^r»d}i4ftui:»?r  ;  .,.;»'  ,-    v'      , 
;    '«♦  rr77^j<t^t:p^fejuam(  fnag^  ill^,  DjiW^fWi  fcr..  cbllen* 

" >fibt  Bj^gi^tJjiV^p  ,l50fvf^ua^.  ejtffuxiffen;  .XeQ4  .>oft  pWtum 
V  rcgi(^,4i§jie«|a^,ex;Qrna1iii»,(,«r/«r«i  imfmm^  4rtf(£<ret>4^m  effet 
**  cadaver/*  &c.     Steevens.  /      -;j 

•    *  TT^TTT^^^Afqw^i of  nature] r\T^v<5pci>J^  Stt<l»  t-Wj.M^ti* 

TOatiug  w^cffere  only  kept  (as  fbnnerly,'  fools  in  a  g^eat  family> 
to-n^k^;ff»9^i[V,f(3i;-B4MUe,,.  wif^e  lay  htd  only  «f  mock. -and 'Jaugh^ 
ns,^  fbr  our  vain  ifearches  into'her  mj'derie*.     Warborto^n. 
* —  /<>j^'^^»tflt*rpofiti0ja]  Difftffitio^^  ioxfi'om.  Wa'h au  RTOJf . 

.  ^      /      '  ".   '  WiOi 
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With  thoughts  beyond  tbcj  pc^Hes  of  ppr  fi^uls  I 
Say,  why  is  this  f  wherefore  ?  what  (hpuld  ve  <io  ? 

Hor.  It^^eckoofi  yoM  i(ago  a^ray  wjnJi  it, 
Asificfome  impartment.diddelirc    , 
To  you  aione^     ^  ,       j  •     .-  ■ .     ^     .  \   .. 

Mar.h^o^^  with^f^hat.  courteous  a^ipn 
It  waves  you  to  a  i^ore  removed  grpUintd.:      .^     . 
But  do  i^  go  with  it. 

/fa/9»«r  It  will  not  ^eak  r  th<^n  I  will  follow  it. 

£Sv*  Do^riotj  mf  lord.     , 

^»»-  ,l^J?ll*  wlm  ^p^Id: ;be, the  fear  ? . 
I  do>j^  fiiir Qiy;Jnf<&.at  {i^f ^s^  fe^  4 1.  ., 
Andf  fOTvinY  Ib^,  What  can  ijrdfo  to  that^  v 
Beiflga  thhig  iinmortil  ^^  it^lf? 
It  wave^mp/orth  again  ^irrJ'.^  f9\^^  it." 

1^.  What,  if  It  tempt  jovi  tpwiird  the  ^ppd^  mV 
lord? 
Or  to  ih.e'dreadful  fu^^  ' 

That ^'eiptles  p'enhjs  fii^'fe  jpto  fhe. fca .?  . ' j.    : ,      . 
And  there  aflume  Cbtne.  other  horrible'  form,     . 
Which  tnight'  5  tfcprivc  your  -  feyverei^ty  of  teafon. 
And  draw^you  into  ^a-driefs  ?  think  of  Ft ; 
[^  The  ver^place7  pub  ioys.  pf  dcfpcratW 
Without?  morerniotiye,  income  wry  t>fain,  n 

Tha  rpoics  f^^^  ' 

And  hears  !it'Tba^^  ;/  

iKjw.  It  waves  me  ft  ill:— 

*  ^itPsffc:]  The  vaW^fiL'pint  :JdKtf&dN>      ''      i 

J  '2i4«^>*  7Wf»f'f/i^er%nfsri,'''fe?iv};;  -  Df."  W^M^uttrth  would , 
Itad'>/<5^tf<yr5''but'ftvcral''prv4ow^re-jJ  iu  AfettdfCS- to  JK»f 
Lear'tS^  8fckRcffpfeareVufeM&f»  the  Word-  i//^/^^  wterth-ia  rtieuufc 
rcadingl     Steevens.  .    :    v  .    r       .  . -^ 

I  bdieVie  <*/>lw  io-'^la  -|Jl^fig?iific^-fi^  fakr-trJi^i 

•  tkt't^'i^af^'  y^  added  from  the  firft 

edition.  "PoFE;,-^'^' '       ;.•./'■:••■;•?  .-.i^...::!  ••  ;•        .•      .      ^ 

^  P3  Go 
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an  HAMLET, 

Go  on,  ril  follow  thee. 

liiafr^ou  fhall 'not  go^  !ny  lord. 

Ham.  Hold  off  your  hands.    '      '    . 

Hor.  Be  rurd,  you  (hall  not.  go. 

Ham.  My  fate  cries  out, 
And  makes  each  petty  artery  in  this  body 
As  hardy  as*  the  Nemean  lion^s  nerve.;—— 

Still  am  I  caird— -unhiand  me,  gentlemen ; 

iBreaking  from  tbentp 
By  heaven,  Y\\  makc^a  ghoft  of  him  » that  lets  mc  :~ 
I  fay,  away  :^Gp;6n,-^— PU  follow  thee. 

[^Exeunt  Gboji,  and  Hamleh 

Hor.  He  waxes  dcfperate  with  imagination. 

Mar.  Lct*s  follow ;  'tis  not  fit  thus  to  obey  him. 

Hor.  Have  after:— To  what  ifluc  will  this  come  ? 

Mar.  Something  is  rotten  in  the  ftate  of  Denmark* 

Hor.  Heaven  will  diredfc  ir9. 

il&r.  Nay,  let's  follow  him.  [ExeunP^ 

s  c  E  N  E    y. 

'A  more  remote  Part  of  the  platform 

. ,:   Re-enter  Gboft,  and  Hamlet, 

-Ham.  Whither  wilt  thou  lead  me  ?  fpeak,  Pll  ga  • 

no.  further.    '  ■  ' 
rGboJi.  Mark  me. 
Ham.  I  will.       *' 
Gboji.  My  hour  is  alpioft  coxnc. 
When  I  jtp.fulphurous  auci  tdrnficnting  flames 
IViufl;  render  up  rayfelf*^  .     •        ^ 

'Ham.  Alas,  poor  ghoft !    . 


•  —that  lefsmc :]     To  /(r/an^ong oyr  old autliors  fignifies  ib 
prevent,  to  hinder.    Ste^vens.'  , 

^  Heaven  ^ill  diredt  it  i\    Perhaps  it  may  be  more  ^pppfite  to 
read  **  Heaven  will  Mth  it.**'  Farmer,  ' 

'^  Ghoji. 
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Ghoft.  Pity  me  not,  but  lend  thy  ferious  hearing 
To  what  I  ihall  unfold. 

kam.  Speak,  I  am  bound  to  hear. 

Cbqft.^  So  art  thou  to  revenge,  when  thou  (halt 
hear. 

Ham.  What? 

Gboft.  I  am  thy  father's  fpirit  j 
Dootn'd  for  a  certain  term  to  walk  the  night ; 
And,  for  the  day,  '  confined  to  faft  in  fires, 
'Till  the  foul  crimes,  done  in  my  days  of  nature, 
^  Are  b'wnt  and  purg'd  away.    But  that  I  am  forbid 

To 

»  '^(bnfiM to fiji  infirSf']    Wc  Ihould  read, 
—  too  fa/i  tnj!reu 
u  e.  yeiy  plofely  coofined.    The  particle  too  is  ufed  frequently  for 
the  fuperlative  jwj^,  or  «iwy.    Warbuijton.  .  . 

I  am  rather  inclined  to  read,  confi^dto  lafting  jfr«,  to  fires  ««- 
rmtieJsiiid  Unconfumed.    Thediange  is  flight.    Johnson. 
Doomed  for  a  ctrtain  time  to  walk  the  nighty 
And  for  the  di^  conjii^d  10  h&.  in  fires. 
Chaucer  has  a  fiiniiar  palTage  with  regard,  to  the  punifhmcpts  of 
hell.    Parfofis  Tale^  p.  193.   Mr.  Urr^'s  edition  s     "And  more- 
over rhe  mifefe  pf  heu,  ftall  be  in  de&ute  of  m^te  and  drtnke." 

Smith, 
N^fl),  in  hS  Pierce  Permilefis  Supplicatianto  the  Devil j  1^95,  has 
the  fame  idea:  **  Whether  it  be  a  place  pf  horror*  ftench,  and 
darknefs,  where  men  Jie  meat^  hh  tan  m  none^  and  are  erer  tUrfb'y 
^c**  Before  1 1^^  read  the  Perfauff  Tale  fJl  Ch?ycer,  I  fuppoled 
that  he  meant  rather  to  drop  a  flroke  Qi  fatirt;  Qn:^acerdotal  luxury^ 
than  to  give  a  ferious  account  of  the  place  of  fiiture  torment. 
Chaucer,  however,  is  gs  grave  as  Shakefpeare*  So  likewile  at  the 
coQclufion  of  an  ancient  pamphlet  c^d  7^  ^//  of  the  .Divyl/f 
hi.  1.  no  date: 

"  Thou  (halt  lye  in  froft  and  jfrf 

*^  IVIih  fckneflc  ijnd  Aif^fT ; /ftrt.*    ST£EVip>f8.     ^;    , 

^  Are  humt  andpwr^d  inu^.-r]     Gawin,  Douglas  i^y  ehan^ 

the  Platonic  hell,  into  the  **  piunytioa  ^f  !^\dis  in  purgafionr;" 

and  it  is  obfervable,  that  when  the  ghoft  informs  Hamlet  of  his 

doom  there,  *  ^     ., 

'***  "Till  Ac  feul  crimes  done  in  his  days  of  nature  ^. 

"  hxc  burnt  and  jmr£diFW^^'^  ,\ 

the  cxprcffi6n  is  very  fimliar  to  the  Bilhop*^ :  I  will  give  you  his 
verfioQ  as  conciiely  as  I  can ;  *^  It  is  a  xiedeful-  th}'ng  to  futfer 
P  ^  "  pa?u# 
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9^6  I*  A   M   h   EX,/  *  >: 

To  ^11  t}je^  i^grct^  qf  my  pri/pn-hpufet  •,      ; 

I  could  a  tale  unfold,  whofe  ligl^iteil  wOfid 

Would  harrow  1^  ^h>'  feuU  iir^^c  (hy  .youqg  blood; 

Make  thy  two  eye;^^  like  ftav9»  %i^c  irotti  tkm  iphtu^^i 

Thy  knotty  and  combined  lock^  to  part. 

And  each  paxcicular  i\dir  to  (land  on  eo^ 

lAkQ  quills  upon  th^  freifuj  parcu.piwf  ^: 

jSut  this  e!^4^[,  bl^zj^  icntMA-  J^Q^  ^ 

To  ears  q(  Qi^  and  bloqa;:— Lift,  lift,  Q  lift  I— 

If  thq^  di^*4  ever,  thy  d^ar  father  t>ve;> 

//<a;{^  O  beayjE;n  If         .     ' 

GboJ.  i^evengc  bis- foul  and  moft  unnatural  mur- 
,     '  der4^  -)'..... 

Ham.  Murder? 

GbaJ^  Murder  n)oft  fouH  a&  in  the  befl(  it  is  y 
But  this  mqft  fopli  ftraoge^  and  unnatural. 

f*  panis  and  torment---Sum  ia  th^  wyndis,  fu«i  under  the  w^tter^^ 
f'  and  in  thefir^  uthir  fum:  thus  thf  iponiy  v*k^— ^ 
-*  ■  *J  QantrakKit  m  th^  carpi s  be  /^ae  «u?^ 

..',    .. ..  .:.     '  &xie  Sfoi  of  Enead^  fol.  p.  191- 

'  T-f^^tfii^  P.(f^'cupiiu ;]      The  quartos  read  fmful  porcupinri 
Either  may  Ie,rve.     'Hiis  animal  is  af  ouce  hafcihle  and.timid.  The  ^ 
fame  iuia^e  oecyrs  in  the  Rojnani  of  tJn  RqJI^  wh^re.CJw«Kfcr,  U  d(>» 
fcHbing  the  perfonage  of //iwjg;^ ; 

^        ^  Like  (hftrj>e  urchbns  K\&kfere  wa^  grawj," 
Ah  wrfi^/;f  IS  a  hedge-hog.     SfEEVEN^. 

'  *♦  RL^vrngehisfiuland^Jiq^unfiaturalmurderJ]  ^  a  p^qf  thcit 
fhis  play  was  ^Vriften  befoVe  1^97*  0/  which.  th«,  contrarv  has  beea 
alTencrf  by  Mr.  HoTr  in  jJr.  Jobnfon's  appendix,  I  mutt:  borrow,  as- 
iifual,  i'rom  Tki^  FiVrtier.  *  *''  Bhak^fpe^rq  is  Md'  to  have  been  nq 
**  extraordinlary'  a£ibr  ^  and  that  the  top  ot  1m»  performance  was 
*'  the  Ghgfl;  ifl  hi^ioiyn  Haf%/^  Yet  tb(s  c/jef  d^veuwe  ^d  not  - 
M  pJeafe:  I  will  give  you 'ah  original  ilrokeaj^it.  Dr  •  Lodg4 
**  pub'iifned  in  thp  year  t^Q^"  a  pam.phlejt  called  SP?i'^  M^eior  thi- 
•*  //^i7r/r/*i \Ma^///i(f,'^fliicoverine  the  incarnate  devils  of  tbr  agfy 
**  qiiarto.,''  Otie  'bf  theie- devils  Is,'/^/^  v>>/iy/^  or  farr(r.}3  fir  au"  , 
**  V7/^<rr  man^sgi^dd  fucccjp^  wbb,.  fays  th^  do6tor,  is  afiuU  IrMer^  and. 
*'  lcx>ks  as  'pdk  is  the  Ti^rd  df  the  G.(*i2^,  which  cried  io,  imbrsL^  . 


bly.  at  the  theatre,  Hamlet  fa^mge^  -  Ste^v^n^, 

..;    -     ...•■■,^::.-:--'.--;.-.-.,..,^r.       ..       -•         .     ^^^^ 
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PRINCE  (JfDE  N'M  *R  K.     ztj 

Ham.  HaflemetQktiovt^it;  tbtc  I,  in^Ir  wki^  as 

fvifr 
5  As  oarditariod,  dr  tfc»  rfiattghts  of  k>Wi 
May  fwoep"  tio  my  revenge* 

Gboji..  I  find  thee  apt; 
*  And  dulfeif  fti3old*ft  «hau  be  than  the  ftt  we6* 
7  That  rot$  hfotf  in  safe  on  Lethe's^  wharf,. 
Wouldft  thou  not  ftir  in  thi».    Now,  Hamlet,  hean 
'Tis  gxiBco  OTt,  thaii  ftteping  in  my  orchard, 
A  ferpent  ftung  me;  fo  the  vA\6\€ ear  of  D^hrfjaffc 
is  by  a  ftw^ed  proicefii  of  my  cteaA 
Rankty  abused  :  but  know,  thou  nobte  youth. 
The  ferpent,  thar  did  fting  thy  fatber's  life. 
Now  wears  hb  crown, 

}  Js  meditati9tt4ir  tbi  thgvgfi^  ffikf^J  Tkii  ihrififucM  is  at*-" 
tremely  beautiiuU  The  word  meditatiou,  is.  coBfeQKite^,  by  tfa|6f 
OTjr/f/cj,  to  fignily  that  llretchand  Pight  qf^  mirid:  whkhj  a/pites  u>' 
thfe  enjoyment  of  the  iupreme  good.  Sb  that  Hamlet,  coniid(pr- 
iDg  with,  what  to  coinpaw  tho  fwikn^  of  )^is  revenge^  choofes 
two  of  the  moil  rapid  tlMngs^  m  nature,  the  ardescy  oi  diviifran^ 
^uman  paffion,  in  an  mtlj^fi^  Siti^  ^Itiver*     Wa&bvI&ton» 

The  comment  on  the  word  meditation,  is  fo  ingeniou?,  tljat  f 
Jiope  it  is  jUft,     ToHNsoff. 

f  Apd  dulUrJbouldli  thou  he  than  the  fat  vxed  .  » , 

That  roots  itfclf  in  eafe  on  Lethe*s  w^atf^^c.J    Shakefpearc^, 
^ppai^ntly  through  ignorance,  makes  Kk>mA|i  .CadsoUcks  pt  theiEtf 
Pagan  Dares ;   and  here  gives  a  defcript^on  of  purgatory ;  but  yer  . 
mixes  it  with  tke  Pi^tn.^le  of  I^hc^s^  wh^rt..    Wlietlier  he-viid^ 
it  to  xnOnuatfir  to  the  zealous  Proteflants  of  his  time,  that  the  P%.,aa 
and  Popi&'purgatorytftood  both  upon  the  feme  footing  of  c^tedi-i. 
biti^%  or  wicther  it  waji  by  the  fame  kind  of  licentiowa  inad*^  / 
vcFtcttce- that  Michael  Angdo  brought.  Cbaf'OfyV  bark  info  hi» 
pifkureof  the  Laft  Judgment,  is  not  eafy  tp  decide*  VViWtB?7RToff .  • 

^  That  r<?/i'itfeif,  £st.J    T!ie  qj^uo  i  iiai; — Hrit  rw^.itfiAk-- 
Mr..Pafr£  follows  it.    Gtivav  bus  thef:im<;  ihwui^hr/-,  \     . ;.  jIc 

V-     '♦*  —ipr^lilw  acoarlcaud  uleier^duisghill  Aveei^  ij({  '' 

**  "Fi^'d  to  one  fptK:.  and  mtjM  as  1  grosv/f    .  ^l!       .     *"v 

^fc  ttlpenorjty  of.  the  rftwiing  ot  the  ioliq  is  -to  nte*  ^pplitenr: 
to  be  in.  a  ci efent '  {hi(&  (i,  e.  ta  rM  ^'^J^O  atfords  an.  ittea  of 
a<^,vity ;  to  r/>/  b'eiifef.fwili  with  the  dullnets  atid,  ^nafttoft  to 
>vbich<  the  Gh  ;ft  refers.  NeveiTheld'a,  tht;  tccufttiivc  caitf/^J^^J 
fnay  feeuito  douiMuid  t^-Tcrb  rf'^l^     Ste^vilns* 
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2|8  HA    M    L    E    T, 

flam.  O,  my  prophetick  foul !  my* uncle? 

Gboft.  Ay,  that  inceftuous,  that  adulterate  bcaft, 
With  witchcraft  of  his  wit,  with  traiterous  gifts, 
(O  wicked  wit,  and  gifts,  that  have  the  power 
So  to  feducc  !)  won  to  bis  fiiameftil  luft 
The  will  of  my  moft  feeming- virtuous  queen  : 
O,  Hamlet,  what  a.  falling-off  was  there !' 
Ffom  me,,  whde  love  was  of  that  dignity, 
T'hat  it  went  hand  in  hand  even  with  the  vow 
I  ipade  to  her  in  marriage;  and  to  decline 
Upon  a  wretch,  whofe  natural  gifts  were  poor 
To  thofc  of  mine  J 

But  virtue,  as  it  never  will  be  mov'd. 
Though  lewdnefs  court  it  in  a  (hap^  of  heaven ; 
So  luft,  chough  to  a  radiant  angel  link'd^ 
Will  fate  itfclf  in  a  celeftial  bed. 
And  prey  on  garbage. 

But,  foft !  methinks,  I  fcent  the  morning  air . 

Brief  let  me  be  :— rSlccping  M^ithin  mine  orchard  % 
My  cuftom  always  of  the  afternoon, 
Upon  my  fecure  hour  thy  uncle  ftole, 
^  With  juice  of  curfed  hebcnon  ia  a  vial, 

And 

^  -^  mine  orchard^  Orchard  for.  garden*  So,  in  ^ineo  and 
JuUet: 

**  The  orchard  walls  arc  high,  and  hard  to  climb.**    . 

Steevens. 

s  With  juice  qf  curfed  hebenon  in  a  vial^]  The  word  here  vfed 
was  more  probably  defigned  by  a  metath^^  either  of  the  poet  or 
trahfcriber,  for  benehan^  that  is,  henbane ;  of  which  the  mou  com* 
mon  kind  (hyofyamti  niger)  is  certainly  narcotic^  and  perhaps^  if 
ta^L^n  in  a  confiderable  quantity,  might  prove  poifonous.  Galen 
calls  it  cold  in  the  third  degree ;,  by  which  in  this,  as  well  as 
Qpiunit  he  feems  not  to  mean  an  a6tual  coldnefi,  but  the  power  it 
has  of  benumbing  the  faculties.  .  Diofcorides  afcribes  to  it  the 
property  of  producing  madnefs  (i^x^iifto^  ftaHvl'^).  Thefe  qua- 
lities have  been  confirmed  by  feveral  caies  related  in  modern  ob« 
fervations.  In  Wcpfer  we  have  a  geod  account  of  the  yarious 
efjfe^s  of  this  root  imon  moil  of  the  members  x^{2iComfent  in 
Germany,  who  cajt  of  it  for  (upper  by  miftake>  mixed  with  fucn  . 
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P.R.INQE  OF  DeNMA.RK.   ^19 

And  in  thcpojchcs.of  mine  cars  »did  j)Ottf 
The  leperous  diftilmcnt ;  whofe  cfFett       . 
Hqlds  fuch  ^n  enmity  with  blood  of  man j 
That,  fwift  as  qpick-filver,  it  courfes  through 
The  natural  gates  and  alleys  of  the  body  \ 
.  And,  with  a  fudden  vigour^  it  doth  poflec 
And  curd,  like. eager  droppings  into  milk,  ^ 
The  thin  and  wholefome  blood:  fo,did  it  mine i   . 
And  a  moft  inltant  tetter  bark'd  about, 
Moft  la2ar-like,  with  vile  and  Joathfomecruft^ 
All  my  fmooth  body. 
Thus  was  I,  flf^eping,  by  a  brother's  faa94. 
Of  life,  of  crown,  df  queen,  «  at.once  difpatch'd: 
» Cut  oflP  cyen  in.  the  bloflbms  of  my  fip, 
5  tJnhoufeird  4  difappoi^ited, « unapeal'd ; 

No 

cory;— -beatinthe  throat,  giddmefs,  dimnefs  of  fight,  apd  deli-  ^ 
xium.     Cicut.  ^uatic.  c.  i8.    Gray. 
So  in  Draytbirs  J?tfrwu'  Wars^  P-  ^i- 

**  The  poisoning  henbane^  and  the  mandrake  drad.** 
Again,  in  the  Philofopher'*  4th  Satire  of  Mars,  by  Robert  Anton, 

•<  The  poifonM  Henhane  whofe  cold  juice  doth  kilL" 
Again,  in  Glapthorne's  Hollander^  1640: 
^  *'  —  thefe  are  tears 

ff*  Such  as  (Jiftill  from  Henhane  full  of  ppifon.** 
Agsfiji,  in  tlie  KM  SoMer^  1^34  • 

"  **  Henhane  and  poppy,  and  that  magical  weed,  ice.** 
In  Hefwood^s  Jew  ef  Maha^  ^^ih  ^^^  ^^'4  ^'  ^Htteii  in  a 
different  manner, 

** —tHjB  blood  of  Hydra,  Lcma's  banc,    ' 
*♦  T*he  juice oT  Hehany  and Cocytus* breath*  Steevens. 
«  .-..^^/iMicvdifpatch'd:]  DzJI>dtcb*d,ior bereft/  Warburto^j^ 
»  Cut  off  evin  in  the  hhjfoms  ^'nv^fin^  &c.]     The  very  words  of 
this  part  of  th^  fpeech  are.  taken  (as  I  have  been  informed  by  a 
gtfiitlemah  of  undoubted  veradty)  from  an  olid  tfgtnd  tf  Saints^ 
>vhere  a  man,  who  was  accidentally  drowned,  is  introduced  as 
milking  the  (sAne  coroplfiint.    Steeyens. 
•^  VnhoufiVd^  Without  the  torament  being  taken,'    *     Vo^^^ 
*  Vmtnmniedy]  Wittitout  extreme  undion,    !Pope, 
5  Umme^d;]  No  kndl  iliiSg.    Pope.    '     ^      "    * 
In' other  edid6n»,         ,         ' 
Unhawsled^  unancintedy  unaneafd: 
The  ghbfi,  hfivuig'r^JcoOnt^d  the  ptPcefs  of  his  murder^  proceeds 
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No  reckoning  ntadt^  bot  fent  to  my  afccoiltft      » 
With  all  my  imperfe&ions  oa.m^r  head ; 

to  escaggerate  tb«  rtillumadit^  and*  tlmiatllflftid&'^thtf  fi£t;>  §t6A 
the  circumflances  i&  whkb  he  war  fqrvHKOch  *  But  thffei  |fiid]* 
have  been  tumbling  blocks  tobur  e^itor^;  and  therefore  I  irmft 
amend  and  expldii  thefe  thr^  'compound  adjeSlttes  in  ^eif  brdef^ 
Inflead  tfM^Tti^nii  \v^inaft  reft<lrei  icA^^d;  v  ti  ^Hfiiia  tk 
/acrament  taken ;  froitr  theolcf  SjttOA  v^biit  ftr  (tit  fotalMtfr;  ifoi^/t 
In  the  nexirpla«e»  unaf^atfe^lh  a/opkHHcadittrof  thisf  tsast-:  IhcoU^ 
copies  con\:ur  m  reading,  </^7^/W«/pa.  ^Icohtedt^ 

Unhoyjkrd^  unappointefl,-— ^     "  ■•       '    *  *;j' 

i.  e.  no  eonfeilieti  of  finf  m.K^^'rib'iiirQMi^iitS^ri  to  h^ivUni  n6 
appoismiein  oi  petMnce  b^'t^i^  cfnirdi;    i0^l»atffZ^I  agree  tt»*(>i^' 
the  poet's  genuine  word;  but  i  mud  ttke  the  libev)^  t^  ^(fuCd 
Mr.  Pope*s  explicatipn-  of  u,  wW' no' Z/j^i?  nifig.    -Ttttra^B^ewS 
formed  from  kneH^  ititlfthi^'l^eetf  2MMi^4  <^  unkndlfii; '  -TUtf^tf'tt  * 
nccmie  in  orthography  foi^finlcih^Nthci  in  the  dcfledkion  ©f^aftV^^^* 
verb  or  compouad forniedt ^rom ;>b^// and  HieldiJjj  himd  a  vQi^td^-" 
Wliat  fenie  does  undneaVd  rhen  bear?    Skitinev  in  Sis  L^«coii'<5f 
old  and  ob  o'ere  t^nj^J^^fh  tertns,  tells  tis,'that<fiwil^//i8i/«5»r;  >fti)nfi 
the  Teun^ic  prepoiition  an^  and^Zp»  i,.e.,M/;  fb- thsaff  itftofteat^'^ 
muft  confeqiienVly  figmry,  a;7«)Bw>i?i»^^5/J'ti6t' Ba^  isiiv  ^ 

//£>>/.  The  poet's  teadincr  nnH'^ex^licationf 'b^ng'^ailitertatinecf,  hc^^ 
very  finely  makes  his- ^%?  c(>ittjHafn  of  tfitlrf(>tir  ck•eadHit'ha^d'^'' 
(hlp8 :  that  lie  had  l-^eeii  difpatiJhed  cm  of  l?fe  iwii6iir'reedvilij|>''^ 
the  /ji^i',  or  faci^m^nt;  wirKout  heiag^reconciPi^  to'he^vtn-  ^ttm^^', 
ahfolvd\  witboOt  the  benefit  ii^  extreme  »«Sft>J6;^or*"witltout'4fel^i;' 
much  as  a  confejjid'n  rriade  of  his  life.    'The  having  lio  kneU  i'dA^*' 


^T  preying  i 

Ths  is  a  very  diSicult  line.  '  I  tjiii^  Thc6ba!dV  dbJeeHois  ta  •' 
the  TeDieof  »«tf*f^/*4»  tor  ii<?7j)fe/^^/^£.^i^, 'tnuflbe  o*te1^ 
very  flrong.*  I:  hW^e  not'  y.er  by  my 'etaqtBiry  laHsfied^  iAyfelft^--* 
Hhiimer's  expllcatiorijof  .as/ff^/T^^r^by  «/r/r^;^  bediufKcd«iog<'4l  {^- 
metals,  is  to/r^j^rtr^themin  raanufn£turc,is  tiagew^r^anS'ifWgwej  ' 
there  is  no  rcfeir.b!ance*  between  a»iy  furderal^cerenfiofiy  aiMitlie  ^' 
praj^ice  ^{ amitalm^yw^X^u.     '     ;*"  '  '   *;      -.      '       c  -  '•   r*'*^  , 

Bifappomied  \i \\ik  fame  ^^"inttpp^nfciy  aibd.  HjAy-'bc  ppopeHy  ^' 
^^\£u^d,  unprepared ;  a  mai>  well  turnifhed  with'  thin^  n^:ettary 
for  any  enf efprize, ' wfl?fgidt'J  be  '^x^\uff9ia»dt^  ' Jom iraoi#s       — 

Dr.  Johnfon's  explanation  of  the  word  ^fp^pt^ntlS  xM^f  b^  eOHts-^ 
tenanced  by  the  advice  «(?hicb.  Ifabclia.' gives  .te-.  hel?  bifod«sr  ^ 
Mea/'ure  for  hkaftitei  -•       -  •:'.:  :  .«.        .  ;  ;  ..  •:.:..'  .•..i....- 

"  Thereioxeytiif  b€ft^i(«««>tf»^R^8i^c.wth  ./ 

••■■-•  The,- 
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*  0,  horrible-!  O,  hwHblc !  xtioR  hombk  f 
If  thou  haft  nmito  k  tface^  kc^r  ir  act ; 

Let 

The  h<»pec^gRmi8g  a  worthlefs  alliteratioa  is  aM  tkait  can  tempt 
ane|^ortopi«fer«9^s^^i0Mi6fi^ori^^  Milton 

has  the  foUpurioK  %eS)  coofifilBg  of  th^ee  W4Kd$  ea^,  fa  winkli 
th^  chiJcBfi^  praoice  is  <^nfta^y  obfecv^d,    . 

linr^iW,  xxnpitied^jxarefrijtn^d.    Par.  Loft«  B.  «• 

Vv^/bain^  waMv'fit  WVMifr^     B,  $• 
Vnbumhkd^  unrtfentanif  yxcarefornid.    Par.  Reg*  &  5* 
i^ln,  IB  Danijcl^  CMlWars^  8(C*    B^  :r. 
*«  (/«CourtciJ,  j!i^/?fpeaw4,  •flpbeyM," 

In  thp  7f4f/«x  Rffffk^ifis  we  meet  wjith  two  of  tbefi?  words— 
^*  The  nipnjss^  o|feriog  themfriy«?  to  perform  all  priqllly  fundioqff 
d  bo^f€lulg  and  av^Gm**  .4vfy)ifi^4  I  bfiUeve,  israUpdnted  for 

5ee  Moftd*  Arthur,  p.  ill.  Ct  i?^.,  ^  •*  So  wjien  he  wa«  honjeled 
and  otttfZp^,  and  hadfjill  that  a  Chriilian  m^9  ouj^  to  havi?, 
<^q."    Ty»w^lTT. 

The  fjAfipqueat  extr^  fipi^  ^  very  fc^cc  and  curious  cogy  qf 
Fgbiain's  Chrqnicle*  priuted  by  P^nfon,  15.161  feemji  tp  renaovc 
Ofoy  pofl^bility  of  do^bt  -concfiwui^g;  the  xr.ue  fi|;Qificatioja  of  the 
wordi  uiJjoujePd  and  unanetd^  Th^  hifiprifM;]^,  fpeaking  of  Pojie 
InafKent's  having  {aid  the  whole  kingdon^  c^  Em^Iaiaa  under  ah 
'inipdi^,Jl^.t^de. v«or4«;  "OC th? iji^Rer pf  thi5  xnterdkcion  of 
thisifnde  have  I  fe(?>  ^yy^rfe  oK>'^yons,  as.fome  ther  be  that  faye 
that  the  lande  was  enterdyted  thqro  wly  an  J  the  chwchis  and 
hoi^fys  Qf  r^Iygy:oa,,clojy.c|,  0ac  no  where  w^s  ufed  maffe,  nor 
flyvyne  feryycQi  by  wliiche  reafojQ,  none  of  the  VII  facraineatis  all 
this  terme  fliogld  be.mynyftred  or  oi;c4pyea»  npx  chyld  cyyftenecJ^ 
B9r  mj^cpt^f/fed  nor  ma^ryed',  ba^  it  w.as.  ixxt  fo  lirayghr.  For 
there  ierc;  cjyverfe  ula^y*  in  Englond,  whicbe  were  ocpupyed  with 
dmne  fervyce  all  that  feafon  by  lycence  purch^fed  than  or  before, 
alfo  chyldren  Were  ciyft^pyd ,  thprojj^be  all  the  lande  and  meti 
hpufiya  9iVk^  ane^^d^    f^U  ja.  Seiitiiija  Pars  Jpbaoms, 

The  Anglq-Saxpn  noun^fuhltantives  hufil.  (the  eucharifl)  a^d 
«i  (oil)   ase   jdainly   the  rppts  of  thfife   kji-UUQtQ^   cpJiipoOud 

adjective* 

^  Oi  horrihki  O^  horrthkltm/i  horrible  I]  It  wa*  ingeftiouily 
hinted  to  nw  by  a-xfic^tl^^fjae^d  .iudy;  that*4his  line  ftenis  to  belong 
to  Han^tei,  ill.  wJioJ'fi|HStt^.iti».api<^r  «nd  natural  'cxdama^ 
tioqs.aod  t^ho^ 'according  to  tbepractke  o*  the  ilage>  may  be  fup* 
.B^^  imerrupt  fo  k^ng  a  fpeech*    Joniiso^.  • 
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Let  not  the  royal  bed  of  Denmark  be' 
7  A  couch  for  luxury  and  damned  incctl. 
Biit,  howfoevcr  thou  purfu'ft  this  aft, . 
Taint  not  thy  mind,  nor  let  thy  foul  contriv    , 
Agaiilft  thy  mother  aught ;  leave  her  to  he  a  lii  /^  ' 
And  to  thofe  thorns  that  in  hef  bofom  lodge,        u 
♦  To  prick  and  fling  her.     Fare  thee  well  at  ppc^^ 
The  glow-worm  fliews  the  matin  to  be  near. 
And  'gins  to  pale  his  uneffeftual  fire  ®:  ^ 

adje£kives — For  the  yeaning  of  the  affix  an  to  the  laft,.  I  quote 
Spelman's  GlofT.  in  Loco.  "  Quin  et  diftionibus  (an)  adjungitor, 
fiquidem  vel  migarit  nataiionis  gratia,  vel  vAfiigtdau  aliquidy  vd 
««ff»/«  demonllrandum.*  Hence  ^f/r^^^/fhould  feem  tofi^nilyW^^ 
or  anointed  by  way  of  eminence,  f.  <*•  having  received  extreme 
tindlion.  For  the  confirmation  of  the  fenfe  given  here  there  is  the 
ilrons;eil  internal*  evidence  in  the  paflage.  The  hiftorian  is 
.  jpeakin^  of  the  VII  famments,  and  he  exprefsly  names  five  of 
them,  viz.  baptifm,  marriage^  auricular  confeffion,  the  eucharift, 
and  extreme  uniftion. 

The  antiquary  is  defited  to  confult  the  edition  of  Fabian, 
printed  by  Pynfon,  1516,  becaufe  there  are  others,  and  I  remember 
to  have  feen  one  in  the  Bodleian  Library  at  Oxford,  with  a  coxi- 
tinuation  to  the  end  of  Queen  Mary,  London,  1559,  in  which  the 
language  is  much  modernized 

rfc'Wcaftle  upon  Sfyne.  J.  B* 

This  note  is  taken  from  the  Sl  Jamefs  ChrotdcU*  StEEVENS. 
^  A  couch  jbrXxxxyxTf^""-^  \.  c.  iatkwdmfi.  So,  inA^  iMtr: 
,        STffV  XxoiMX^  uU-meU  for,  &c.  *  * 

Again,  in  The.Kmtpigti^s  Trage^^  1 607,  where  the 'old  duke^ 
who  is  remarkable  for  his  incontinence,  is  repeatedly  called 
a  porchVi  andjuioelefs  luxwr.    Steeveks. 
«  ^^itneffeHualfire.'\  i.  e.  fhining  without  heat.  WAlifitJftro!^. 
Topdf  vsi  H  verb  ufed  by  taiiy  Elizabeth  Carew^  in  htsTrn^d^ 
of  Mariam^   1613  ;  .    / 

"  —Death  can /^(?  as  well 
,  *<  A  cheek  of  rpfes  as  a  cheek  lef*  bright.^ 
Again,  in  Urry*s  Chaucer,  p.  368 :    **  The  mtttpaktb  her  white 
cheres  by  the  ilambes  of  the  fonnc,  &€•'* 

Uneffedual  fire^  I  believe,  father  means,  fire  that  is  no  longer 
feen  when  the  light  of  morning  approaches;"  So,  in'PerUHi 
Prince  of  ^e,  i6og :     -^ 

**  -—^likca^iillwowww,'"— —  . 
*^  The  which  hath  fire  in  darkne^^  none  in  tight.*^ 

Stbeviews* 

.    -  AtUea^ 
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Adieo,  adieu,  adieu!  'remember  me.  \Exif^ 

Ham.  O  all  you  hoft  of.  heaven !  O  earth !    What 

clfe? 
And  fhall  !•  couple  hell?— O  fie  !— Hold,  hold,  my- 

heart-. 
And  yoii,  my  finews,  grow*  not  inftant  old. 
But  bear  me  ftiffly  up  L--Remembcr  thee  ? 
Ay,  thou  poor  ghoft,  while  memory  holds  a  feat 
In  this  diftrafted  globe.     \  Remember  thee  ? 
Yea,  from  the  table  of  my  memory 
I'll  wipe  away  all  trivial  fond  records,  ,  * 

AU'faws  of  books,  all  forms,  all  preffures  paft. 
That  youth  and  obfervation.  copied  there  ; 
And  thy  commandment  all  alone  fhall  live 
Within  the  book  and  volume  of  my  brain, 
Unroix'd  with  ba$:r  matter  :  yes,  by  heaven^ 
0  nxift  pernicious  woman !  '  ^ 

O  villain,  villain,  fmiling,  damntd  vUlaia !  - 
My  tables,-^meet  it  is,  (  fet  it  (Jown  % 

^Jdi^sKjadieUfOi^euf&ccJ]    The  ftlio  reads : - 

A^i^i^i)  adieu»  Hamltt :  ■  remember  me.    St£ evens. 

*  — this  dlftraBed global  i.  d  in  this  hoa4  confufed  with 
thbught.     Sxt  evens. 

*  5gf  t5ible8,-r-»^^^  H  IS  I  fet  k  d(yim^  This  is  a  ridfculc  of  the 
fvaiftioe  of  the  time..  Hall  fi^s,  ite  hts  charadef  of  the  Hypocrite^ 
^^  He  will  eter  fit  where  he  may  be  ^tut  beil:,  and  in  the  mid.ft  of 
*'  theieroion  puUes  out  his  tcilis  in  hafle,  as  if  he  feared  to  loofe 
*' that  note,  te«"    Fab^mer. 

So,  in  the  indu£Hon  to  Wd>fter's  MaUcontinu  1604-?    <*  I  tell 
j^nij  am  one  that  hadi  ieen  this  jplay  ofteii^  and  can  give  them 
m^elKg^Qff  fpt  th^  at^ioh :  I  have  raofb  of  tho  jells  of  it  here  in 
my  tabU'iookP    Again,  m  Lovers  Sacrifice^  1 63.3  : 
«<  You  ^& one  loves  c6m^i}^: 
*♦  He  had  ibme  change  of  words*;  'twer^g^  no  loft  labour 
j.\*^>S:<>ik\£.yMt  table-b^s.''  • 

Again,  in  Antonio* s  Revenge^  i6oar^  <*  ' 

**  Balprdo  draws  out  his  wnV/Vg-./a^/w  and  writes,** 
\^     *'  JS^^/9r/ ai^d  <^i^,  good  words,  very  good  words*** 
Again^  iaE*very  Woman  in  her  Humottfy  1609  : 

"  Let  y<»xt4(ifiks  'befriend  your  nicmory ;  write  &C.'' 

.    •.-•.'...    ,.  -•    -'-  ■    :■  Steevenj. 

•.  '  That 
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*nat  bne  may  fionile^  ind  fmilei  «tid  be  ^  vHb^i?  | 
Atkaft,  lamfult,  icrtiytcfo  mDdm!lafki{ifr#iWkr^^i 
So,  uncle,  there  you  are.     '  Now  to  itty  word ; 
It  \^Miei^dimt  i^menthr  m^ 
I  have  fworn  it*  ♦ 

//^n  Mylotd^  my  ldrd,-**-K  [Wi^\ 

Mar.  Lord  Hamk?t,--— *  [fTiiUKi 

Hot.  Heaven  fdcvM  hkn !  (fP^ibin. 

Ham.  So  be  h  f 
Mar.  Ulo,  ho*  bo,  my  Idrdi  l^tki 

'«  ,     ' 

'  £*/tfr  H^aii^y  imd  Matcetlns^  * 

Jtf^*  Hdw  is*t^  my  noble  lord  ? 
Hor.  Wh^t  news,  my  lo^d  ? 
»     Ham.  O,  wonderful !  * 

/for.  Good  my  lord,  teil  k* 
Ham.  No  >  you  wiU  reveal  ife 
Hor.  Not  1,  my  lord,  by  heaven* 
Mar.  Nor  I,  my  k)rd# 

.  Ham.  How  fay  you  then  %  would  hear£  gF  mii) 
once  think  it  ?-^-^-^ 
But  jK)uMl  be  feeret,^^ 

jS^^^i^.  Ay,  by  heaven,  my  Iord,< 
Ham.  There's  ne*er  a  vilkittj  doling  ill  aiH  Jfc* 
markj 
But  he!&  an  atcaatknave* 

eveiy  day  in  nrilkaiy  fervice,  which  at  this'  ri0ttr  he  fn^  if,  ^dl^, 
^dl^V/y,  remember  me*    So»  in  ?3^<?  D^^s  Ckitrttr^  a  tfagedy,  1607  i 
**  N©vr  to  my  ^vaUh^dMrdr^^'atimm     SrEEriM^?. 

*  —  f^w^*,  hirdj  cffmeJ]  This  is  the  <M  whieh  fakdn^s  ufe  fof 
4heir  hawk  in  the  air  when  ^6y  Would  \x3nt  hinf  cdme  do^m  ft/ 
them.     Havmbr, 

This  e&prtffian  is  ufed  in  Mdtfi&ffs  Dnitb  CoitrHfati^  and  ^f 
/fliany  others  among  the  oli  dramatic  wriferd. 

Ic  apiaears  froanatl  thefe  paflages,  that  if  was  the  fakoner^tf 
OiU,  9B.Jiwmifr  has  obfcrved.    Stsevsits. 

1  •  /fofrf 
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Itim  s.Them.MQdS'n0  ghx>i$r^  my  lord,  come  frotxi 
th,<;  grave, 
To  tell  us.  thU.      v       ,    ..^., 

fhm.  Why i  right 5-yQW  are  in  the  right; 
And  fo,  without  mofe  circunpiftaqce  at  alT, 
I  hM  it  fit;  that  we  (hakp  $ands|.  ahd  part : 
Yob^  as  your  bufinefs,  and  defire^  (hall  point;  yovi  i^ 
for  every  man  bafh  bufinefsi  anddefive^ 
Such  as  K  is,— andj  for  my  own  poor  part/ 
^k  ypu^  I  will  go  prayl  , 

Ufft.  Th^  arc  but  wild  and  wmrltng  yt^onis,  my  lord^ 
Y  flam.^l  am  forry  they  offend  you,  heartily  | 
Yes 'faith,  heattUy.^  « 
,^cr.  There's  no  offcncfc,  my  l6fd. 
Ham.  Yes,  ^  by  filnt  Patrick,  bht  thertf  is,  lioratio; 
And  much  oflfence  too.    Touching  this  vifiori  here,-^ 
It  is  ;an.  hone^  ghoft,  that  let  me  tell  yoii : 
For  your  dcfir?  tQ  know  what  is  between  us, 
p^er-mafter  it  as  you  may/   Arici^now,  good  friends | 
/is  you  are  frie^ids)  Ccholarsi  and  ifoldicrs^ 
Ciyc  me  one  poor  rcquefti 

\H?r.  What  is^f,  my  loi^  ?  we  w^^^^ 

Ham  Never  rtiake  known  what  you  have  fccn  iqh 

^  A.      ,-^ignt;      ^        .  .    . 

TSotb^  My  lord,  we  vi^ili  itoti 

Ham.  Nay,  but  fwear  it. , 

Hor.  In  faith,  my.lq^d,,  hot  I.    . 

Mar.  Nor  t,  my  lordi  in  faith, 

k,  ♦  fhereneeds  im gi^fifiec.]    TWs piece df  huniotir  Utepeitti 
ty^dui:  aut^ior  ii^  7/W^  &c.     A6X  5  •  8a  ^.    S t eey £ n  s « 

^  "^bjiSu  Patrick, -*•]  How  tbcf.  p©et  comes  to  make  Hamlet 
^wrear  by  St.  Patrick,  I  know  not.  Hpt^cver^  at  this  time  all  thd 
whole  aQrthern  worki  had  their  lefrrping  from  Ireland ;  to  which 
place  it  bai  retired,  und  jtbere  fiq[iiri(hed  under  the  aufpices  of  this 
Saint%  But  it  was^  I  fuppofe^'  onlj  f^id  at  randdm  ;  tpr  he  inakes 
Hwikta  ftudent  of  Wme^b^rg.*  WARB'trxtON, 
i  Dean  Swift's.  •*  Verfes  on  the  fuddeix  dtying^up  of  St;  Patrick's 
^  Well,  i7?6j>'*  fontain  inany  jearned  alluliond  to  tbecdrlycur* 
|lt2uion  of  literature  in  Ireland.    Kxchols.* 
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426  HAMLET, 

Ham.  Upon  my  fword. 
Mar. '  We  have  fworn,  «y  lord,  already.    ^ 
^     Ham.  Indeed,  upon  mj  fword,  indeed. 
Gboft.  {heneath\  Swear. 

Ham.  Ha,  ha,  boy !  fay'ft  thou  fo  ?  art  thou  thcrc^ 
true-penny  ^  ?  ' 

Come  on, — you  hear  this  fellow  in  the  cellaridge,-^ 
Confent  to  fwear. 

Hor.  Propofe  the  oath,  my  lord. 
Ham.  Never  to  fpeak  of  this  that  you  have  (eeq^ 
«  Swear  by  my  fword. 

Gboft. 

1  -^  trtte'feM^J]    This  word,  as  well  as  Jbme  of  Hamkc^ 
former  exclamations,  we  find  in  the  J^takamt^nt^  1604 : 

**  Illo,  ho,  ho,  ho ;  art  there  old  True-peni^f^    Stebvens. 
•  Swear  by  7f^  JworJJ]    Here  the  poet  has  prderved. the  mannen 
of  the  ancient  Dslnes,  with  whom  it  was  reUgion  to  (wear  upon  thq)r 
fwords.    See  BartboUnmsj  De  caufis  coaimfu  mru  4^md  thn. 

Waibu&toii. 
I  was  once  inclinable  to  this  opinlcm,  which  is  Skewife  wdl  de» 
fended  by  Mr.  Upton ;  but  Mr.  Garrick  produced  me  a  pa^ge,  I 
think,  in  Brantgrne^  iftdm  which  it  appeared,  that  it  was  comtrton  to  . 
fwear  upon  the  fword,  that  is,  upon  the  croft  which  die  old  fwordi 
always  had  upon  the  hilt.    Johnsok, 

Shakefpeare,  it  is  more  than  probable,  knew  nothing  of  the^an* 
tient  'Danes,  or  their  manners. '  Evefy  extfa£l  irom  Dr.  Farmei^a 
pamphlet  muft  prove  as  inilru^ve  to  tlie  reader  as  the  foUpwing: 
**  In  the  Paffiu  Primus  of  Pierce  Plovmatif 
'*  David  in  his  daies  dubbed  kni^tes, 
**  And  did  xhtmfaiere  on  her  fuoord  to  fervc  truth  ever.*' 
**  And  in  Hkrowfrno^  the  common  butt  of  our  author,  ai|d*tbe 
*•  wits  of  the  time,  fays  Lorenzo  to  Pediitigaiio !— «*•• 
'*  Swear  on  this  crrfsy  that  what  thou  Aiy'ft  is  true^ 
**  But  if  I  prove  thee  petjur'd  and  unjufl:, 
**  This  very  y^wr^,  whereon  thou  took*ft  thine  oath, 
**  Shall  be  a  worker  of  thy  tragedy." 
To  the  authorities  produced  by  Dr.  Farmer,  the  following  may 
be  added  from  HoUtJoed^  p.  664 :   **  Warwick  kifTed  the  crofs  of 
"  K.  Edward's  fword,  as  it  were  a  vow  to  his  promife." 

Again,  p.  1038.  it  is  faid,  **  that  Warwick  drew  out  his  ^ord, 
*<  which  other  of  the  honourable  and  worihipful  that  were  theA 
*f  prefent  likewife  did,  whom  he  commanded,  that  bach  one  (houl4 
^'  kiis  othet^s  fword,  according  to  an  ancient  cuftom  amongft  men 

1?  «f . 
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Gboft.  [beneath]  Swear. 

Ham.  Hie  &  ubique  ?  then  we'll  (hift  our  ground :— * 
Come  hither,  gentlemen. 
And  lay  your  hands  again  upon  my  fword : 
Swear  by  my  fword. 
Never  to  fpeak  of  this  that  you  hav.e  heard. 

Ghoft.  [beneath]  Swear  by  his  fword. 

Ham.  Well  faid,  old  mole !  can*ft  work  i'che  earth 
fofaft? 
A  worthy  pioneer  !-^Once  more  remove,  good  friends. 

Hot.  O  day  and   night,   but  this   is   wondrous 
ftrange! 

Ham.  9  And  therefore  as  a  ftranger  give  it  welcome. 
There  arc  more  things  in  heaven  and  earth,  Horatio, 
Th?n  zee  dreamt  of  in  your  philofophy. 
But  come ; — 

Here,  as  before,  never,  fo  help  you  mercy ! 
How  ftrange  or  odd  foe'er  I  bear  myfclf, — 
As  I,  perchance,  hereafter  fhall  thinic  meet 
To  put  an  antick  difpofition  on, — 
That  you,  at  fuch  times  feeing  me,  never  fhall, 

"  of  war  in  time  of  great  danger;   and  herewith  they  made  a 
•*  folemn  vow,"  &:c.     Again,  in  Green's  Tu  quoque: 

**  By  the  cro/s  of  thefe  hikes.*' 
Again,  in  Decker's  comedy  of  Old  Fortunatus^  1600: 

•*  He  has  fworn  to  me  on  the  crofi  of  his  pure  Toledo." 
Again,  in  the  Second  Part  of  Jbe  J^ownfall  of  Robert  Earl  of 
Huntington y  iboi', 

**  .«-^  by  the  crofs  of  my  good  blade, 
<*  An  excellent  mother  to  bring  up  a  maid." 
Again,  in  Deckers  Satiromafiix :     "  By  the  xr^i  of  this  fword  and 
dagger,  captain,  you  fhall  take  ir." 

In  the  foliloquy  of /J^/^W  addrefled  to  his  fword,  the  crofs  on 
it  is  not  forgotten :  **  -—  capulo'eburneo  candidiffime,  cruet  aurea 
fplendidillime,  &c." 

Turpini  Hift.  de  Geftis  Caroli  Mag,  cap.  22. 

Steevens. 
'  j^nd  therefiire  as  a  flranger  give  tt 'voclcome,']  i.e.  receive  it  to 
yourfelf ;  take  it  under  your  own  roof  5  as  much  as  to  fay,  Keep  it 
ffcret.    Alluding  to  the  laws  of  hofpitality.     Warburton. 

'  Vol.  X.  Ct2  (With 
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(With  arms  encumber'd  thus ;  or  this  head-(hakef 

Or  by  pronpuncing  of  fome  doubtful  pbrafe, 

As,  JVelly  welk  "voe  know  i—or^  fVe  could j  an  if  we 

would ',^— or,  if  we  lijtto  fpeak\ — or^  TJ?ere  be^  an  if 

they  might ; — 

Or  fuch  ambiguous  giving  out)  denote  » 

That  you  know  aught  of  me:  *  This  do  ye  fwcar^ 

So  grace  and  mercy  at  your  moft  need  help  you ! 

Swear. 

Ghofi.  [beneath]  Swear. 

Ham.  Reft,  reft,  perturbed  fpirit  !-^So,  gentleitien^ 
"With  all  my  love  I  do  commend  me  to  you : 
And  what  fo  poor  a. man  as  Hamlet  is 
May  do,  to  exprefs  his  love*  and  friending  to  ypu, 
God  willing,  fhall  not  lack.     Let  us  go  in  together  j^ 
And  ft  ill  your,  fingers  on  your  lips,  I  pray. 
The  time  is  out  of  joint ;— O  curfed  fpight ! 
That  ever  I  was  bOrn  to  ftt  it  right !— » 
Nay,  come,  let*s  go  together  [^Exeunt. 

*  ^-i^Jenofe.']  The  Old  copies  concuf  in  reading  to  note.  T\xt 
alteration,  which  feems  necellary,  is  Theobald's.    SteeveNs. 

If  we  read  "  Nor  by  pronouncing,"  the  paflagc  as  it  flands  in 
the  folio,  though  embarrafled,  is  Sill  intelligible,  provided  the 
punctuation  be  changed. 

That  you,  at  fuch  time  feeing  me,  never  (hall 

With  arms  eftcumber'd  thus,  or  thus,  head  (hake  t 

Nor  by  pronouncing  of  fbme  doubtful  phrafe, 

As,  uly//,  tjoe  know  J  or,  Kve  could  Und  if  we  would^ 

Or,  if  we  lift  to  fptake\  or^  there  he  and  if  there  mighty 

Or  fuch  ambiguous  giving  out,  to  note 

That  you  know  aught  of  me ;  this  not  to  do 

(So  grace  and  mercy  at  your  moft  need  help  you!) 

Swear.  Maloi^E. 

*  -a*-  this  dojou  f'jjcar^  S^c]     The  foKo  reads,  this  not  to  do. 
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ACT    11.       SCENE    I. 

4n  (^artment  in  Polonius^  boufe. 
Enter  PoloniuSy  and  Rsynaldo  K 

Ptt.  Give    him   this    money^  and  thefe  notes^ 
Rcynaldo, 

Rey.  I  will,  my  lord* 

Pol.  You  fhall  do  marvellous  wifely,  gopd  Rey naldo^ 
Before  you  v\^\  him,'  to  make  ^nqi^ry 
Of  his  behaviour. 

/5(y.  My  lord,  I  did  intend  it.     ' 

.  PoL  Marry,  well  faid ;  very  well  faid.  Look  yoUj  fir, 
EriQuire  me  firft  what  Danfkers  4  are  in  Paris ; 
And  how,  and  who,  what  means,  and  where  they  keep,'  - 
What  company,  at  what  expence ;  and  finding. 
By  this  encompaffmpnt  jtnd  drift  of  queftion. 
That  they  do  know  my  fon,  come  you  more  nearer ; 

?hen  your  particular  demands  will  touch  \t : 
ake  you,  as  'twere,  fome  diftant  knowledge  of  him ; 
As  thus, — I  know  bis  father^  and  bis  friends, 
4ndfinpi^rfj  bim^ — ^Do  you  mark  this,  Reynaldo? 

Rey.  Ay,  very  well,  my  lord^ 

Pol.  Andj  in  fart^  bim  \^huty  you  may  iz.j^-^not 
■    '       "^elh  •     -     • 

^utf  if^t  he  be  I  mean ^  bis  very  wild\ 
AddiSed  fo  andfo ; — and  there  put  on  him 
What  forgeries  you  pleafe;  marry,  none  fo  rani; 
As  rpav  dilhonour  him ;  take  heed  of  that ; 
Biiti  fir,  iuch  wanton,  wild,  and  ufual  flips. 
As  are  companions  noted  and  mpft  knowA 
^o  youth  and  liberty. 

R^.  As  gaming,  my  lord, 

f  The  quai-tos  read/JS^/^r  eld  Pohmus  imtk  his  man  or  fwo, 

Steeveks* 
*  Dan/kers]     Dafjie  (ta  Warner's  Albions  England),  is  the 
ancient  name  of  Denmark.    Steepens. 
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Pol.  Ay,  or  ^  drinking,  fencing,  fwcaring^ 
Quarrelling,  drabbing :— You  may  go  fo  larr 

^ey.  My  lord,  that  would  dilhononrhira. 

FoL  ^Faitb,  no  i  sis  you  may  feafon  it  in  the  ch^rgeJ 
You  muft  not  put  ^  another  fcandal  on  him^ 
That  he  is  open  to  idcontincncy; 
That^s  not  my  meaning:  but  breathe  his  faults  iq 

quaintly, 
Th^t  they  may  feem  the  taints  of  libertjr ; 
The  flalh  and  out-break  of  a  fiery  inind ; 
%  A  fevagenefs  in  unreclaimed  bloody 
5  Qf  general  affaulL 

^ey.  But,  my  good  lord, 

Pil.  Wherefore  fhould  you  do  this  ? 

Rey.  Ay,  my  lord, 
I  would  know  that. 

Pol,  Marry,  fir,  here's  rtiy  drift ;   _ 
And,  I  believe,  k  is  a  fetch  of  warrant  9: 
You  laying  thefe  flight  fuUies  on  my  fon,^ 
As  'twere  a  thing  a  little  foil'd  i'  the  workmgj^ 
Mark  you,  Your  party  in  conyerfe^hini  yoii  WQU^ 

found,  ' 
Having  ever  feen,  ia  the  prenominate  crimes  \ 
'the  youth,  you  breathe  pfi  guilty,  be  aflur'c^,' 
He  clofes  with  you  in  this  confeguence ; 

^  5  ^^  drinking^    {finctn^yl  foxaring^      ^^ncing^'  an   intcrpola. 
tion.     Warburton* 

How  fencing  can  be  an  interpolation,  I  know  not.  |  f^nd  it  in 
all  the  old  copies.     Ste evens 

I  fup(K>fe,  by  fencing  is  meant  a  too  diligeiit  frequeatation 
of  the  tencing-fchool,  a  refort  of  violent  and  lawlds  young 
men.    JoHKsotf* 

«  — another^  Thus  the  old  editions.  Theobald  reads,  an 
niter.    Johnson. 

7  -^.favagenefs— »]     Sa^agene/s,  fot  wiUfu/s*    War  BUR  ton. 

•  Of  general  ajault.]  i.e.  fuch  as  youth  in  genml  is  liable 
to.     Warburton.  <* 

f  Jady  1  heUeve^  it  is  a fttch  of  vfZTtznti]    So  the  folio*    The 
quarto  reads,  —  afetchofw/V.     Steevens.. 
5  I  '■^frenominate  aimcs.]  i,  e»  crimes  already  named. 

•        "    "       ■"..-;•■         J'    '  Steev-ens* 
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*  Good  fir ^  or  fo ;  or  friend^  or  gentleman^ — 
Accorcpng,  to  the  phrafe,  or  the  addition, 
Of  maD>  and  country, 

Rey.  Very  good,  my  lord. 

?oL  And  then,  fir,  Qoe%  he  this,— Re  4oes-?^What 
was  I 
About  to  fay  ?  I  was  about  to  fay 
Sonietbing :  Where  did  I  leave  ? 

Key.  At,  clofes  in  the  conl^qyence. 

?oL  At,  clofes  in  the  confeq^uence,— -/f)r,  marry  % 
He  clofes  with  you  thu^: —  /  know  tbegefUlemM% 
I  Jaw  bimy^fkrdofy  or  f  other  dajy 
Or  thtHy  or  then;  witbfucby  orfmb\  and^  as  you  fig  % 
There  was  be  gaming ;  there  overtook  m  bis  rmje  i 

*  G^firy  crip^  or  friend^  Scf:.']    Wc  fhould  read, 
—  er  fire,  /.  e»  father.    Warb^rton. 

I  know  not  that  Jlre  w^s  ever  a  geheial  'word  of  compliment^  as 
&San6t  irom^r ;  nor  do  I  conceive  why  aoy  aUeration  firouH.be 
nd^.  It  is  a  ccAnmon  mode  pf  co|loqp)iid  language  to  afe»  «r  >Sk, 
as  a  flight  intimatiop  pf  more  of  the  fame,  or  ^  like  kind,  xhait 
m^t  be  Dfientipnedr    We  noight  reacjt  but  we  need  not,^      *    ^ 

Good^Jirj  foriboth,  wfritnd^  or  gentleman, 
^  'Forfiotb^  a  terih  of  which  I  do  not  well  know  the  original  m^Xk* 
iQg,  was  ufed'to  men  as  well  u  to  women*    Johksok. 

Goodgr^  or  fo,  &c.    pr«  Tohn&n  W014I4  r^^r-Good  firg  fir* 

fiotb,  act.  .  . 

Fmfioth^  which  had  been  fbmetimes  funpofed  to  bea  form  of 
addrefs,  and,  fince  its  proper  meaning^  has  CHsen  forgot,  majr  per-* 
hfips  hsive  bcieti  ibmetimes  fo  applied  by  yulgaragnorant  people, 
cnginally  Bad  no  fuch  fignification.     |t  was  a  more  inforcing  of 
an  aflereracion^r    ^ootb  is  m^ki  ^ni  ififi/ftb  6t  forfioth  figitify  orir 
^aally  and  properly  only  in  truth  and  fir  trytb^y    {n  Shak^fpeare's^ 
time  the  proper  fenfe  was  not  le&.  out  of  ufe ;  imd  therefore  I 
think  he  could  hardly  have  i|iferted  firfooth  in  the  text,  a^  a  fcf^m  ' 
ofaddrefs;     Pej^CY. 
I  bdieye  we  fhould  read, 

Good  iir,  or  fi  firdf^  friend  or  gentleman  ;  , 

So,  in  Humot^s  Qrdinarie,  a  coUedio^  of  ancient  &tire3»  no  date :  V 

"  Thea  fells  him,  brother,  friend,  or  fi  firth,  heart  ye.** 
Id  die  Winter^ s  Tak^  the  fame  expreffion  occurs.    AJft  i. 

"  Sicilia  is  ayJ^-ZiJ.**  *  . 

Nay»  PoH>aius  t^{i^  it  agsiin  a  little  further  on  in  this  very  fpeech* 

Steevens. 
Vc  might  lead  Goodfir^  or  fir,  &c,    Tyrwhitt, 
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^ifi  falling  cut  at  tennis :  or^  perchance^ 

If  aw  him  enter  fuch  a  boufe  of  faUi' 

{Videlicet^  a  brothel)  or fb  forth.— Stt  you  now£ 

Your  bait  of  falftiood  takes  this  carp  of  truth  y 

And  thus  do  we  of  wifdom  and  6f  reich,' 

With  windlacesv  and  with  aflay^  of  bias. 

By  indircdtions  find  direftions  out ; 

So,  by  my  former  lefture  and,  advice. 

Shall  you  my  fon :  You  hatre  me,  have  you  nqt^ 

Rey.  My  lord,'  I  havp. 

^oL  God  be  wi^you ;  fare  you  well, 

Rey:  Good  my  lord, — " 
,.  Pol.  Obferve  his  ihcHnation  '  in  yourfetf. 

Rcy.  I  (ball,  my  lord.  \      ' 

PoL  And  let  him  ply  his  mufick* 

Ry.  Well*  my  lord Xj^^^h 

Znter  Ophdia. 

jP^/,  Farewel. — ^How  now,  Ophelia?   wbat'js  tho 

'     •  .'  matter? .       .  • 

Oph.  Oy  my  lord,  rpy  lord,  I  have  been  (o  ajf:^ 
frighted!.         ^  .  -^ 

Poh  With  what,  in  the  name  of  heaven  ? 
Oph.  My  lordi  as  I  was  fewing  in  my  dofet^ 
tiOrd  IIanUet,-7rwith  his  doublet  all  unbrac'd  j 
^0  haj:  upon  his  head  f  ^  his  ftockings  foul'd, 

'       '.  '  UngarterMi 

i  ^^inyourfcff^    Hanmef  reacts,  fen  youifclf,  and  is  followed 
by  Dr.  Warlskirton ;  but  perhaps  in  yottifeif  means,- <ii  ,^^iwr  own  ' 
ftrfin^  not  by  fjries.    Johnson.  - 

Ungartii^dy  and  a^Two^gyved  to  his  attgle^'\    I  have  reftored  tbe ' 
treading  of  the  elder  ^«<«r/oi—^/i  ^tftf^/«^j  ioo(e;-*-Thc  change,  I 
fufpe^  was  firft  from  theplayei^,  who  iaw  a  contradiction  in  hi^ 
ftockings  being  loo/t^  and  yecfiaci^d  down  at  ancle*'    But  they,  in' 
their  ignorance,  blundered  away  our  author's  word,  becaufe  thqf 

did  not  underftand  it :  '    .        •    •        •  »' 

XJngarter^d^  and  dtyum'^gftti^ 

L  i.  turned  down*    So,  the  oUeft  copies;  and,  fohi|fto^iQ2* 

'■: .■.■ •  ■    ■■  '^*' ■•'W 
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Ungarter'd,  and  down*gyved  to  his  ancle ; 

Fale  as  his  Ihirt^  his  knees  knocking  each  other  ^ 

And  with  a  look  fo  piteous  in  purport. 

As  if  he  had  been  loofed  out  of  hell, 

^o  fpedk  of  horrors, — he  comes  before;  mfl 

-  Po!.  Mad  for  thy  love? 

Opb.  My  lord,  I  do  not  know| 
B»t^  truly,  I  do  fear  it, "  '  ^ 

-"'P^/.  What  faid  he? 

Opb.  He  took  me  bythe  wrift,  an4  held  m«  Jmdf 
^hen  goes  he  tq  the  length  of  all  jiisWm; 

And,  WitK  his  other  hand  thus  o'er  his  broir^ 

He  falls  to  fjfch  perufal  of  my  face,  '   '    . : 

As  he  would  draw  it.'    Long  (laid  he  fo  ^ 

At  iaft,^— a  little  fhaking  of  mine  arm. 

And  thrice  his' head  thus  waving  xnp  and  down, <^.  T 

were  properly  loofe,  as  t^y  were  ungarter^J  9hi  rtuwldignlM  to  tfa^ 
ancle,    Theobald.  ;     •.     '  i   ..      .      . 

•    Theobald  is  uhBiithful  in  lu9  account  of  t)iit  ^Uft  quarto.    I  have 
all  die  quartos  and  the  folios  before  me,  and  they  concur  in  rei^«^ 

logs 

*—  hisftockings  foulM. 
I  beUeve  gyreJurhc  nothing  more  than  a  falfe  print.    JDawtt* 
gyved  means^  hanging  down  like  the  loofe  dndure  which  confines 
the  fetters  round  the  ancles.    Gyre  always  lignifies  a  circle  formed. 
l^  a  top>  or  any  other  body  when  put  into  motion* 
'  It  is  fo  ufed  by  Drayton  ib  the  Black  Prince's  letter  to  MqB  • 
juuatcfeof  SalilburjT:  •  »    .  -  ^ 

♦i  •*  In  little  circlets  firft  it  doth  arife, 

*♦  Then  ibmewhat  larger  fccifaeth  in  mine  ^es  i 
*♦  And  in  this  gyring  compafs  as  it  goes,    ' 
•*  So  more  and  more  my  love  in  greatneftgrows.**^. , 
^ff^t  i^  ^^  Second  Part  of  HeywOod's  Iron  Age^  1632  ; 
.  .  -^      .^      *«  M».  this  bright  and  flaming  brand 

♦*  Which  I  fp  often  ^^^  about  mine  cars.**  * 

^gaiA)  in  X«2Vip«Mr)'&C.  1607.: 
.^        .  **  Fim  I  beheld  him  hoveting  in  the  air,  , 

"  And  then  down  ftooping  with  a  hundred^/r^jf,  &c.* 
jlgain.  In  Batten  Hoiyday'a  Poem,  called  the  Woes  ofEfi^: 
I,  ..   .♦♦  His  chariot- wheels  wrapt  in  the  whirlwind's^rf, 
<«  ^is  horfw  hoof^d.with  flint,  and  ibod  with  fire.'* 
"    •»'•  >  ■•' *  "  '    •"    '  *'  *  •      Ste?yeks;- 
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He  rais'd  af  fighfd  piteous  and  profound. 
As  k  did  feem  to  ftiattcr  all  his  bulfc. 
And  end  his  be'rng:  That  done,  hir  lets  me  gb: 
And,  with  his  head  over  his  fhoulder  tiirn'd. 
He  feenr'd  to  fkid  his  way  without  his.  cy^&j 
For  out  o'doors  he  went  withoirt  thtxr  helps. 
And,  to  the  laft,  tended  their  Hght  on  me- 

Pol.  Come,  go  with  me;  I  wiU  gtf  fe^k  thejiijig. 
This  is  the  very  ecftafy  of  love ; 
Vf  liofe*  violent  property  foredoeS  *  Itfelf, 
And  leads  the  will  to  dcfperatc  undertakings. 
As  oft  as  any  paffion  under  heaven. 
That  does  afflift  our  natures.    I  am  forry, — 
What,  have  you  given  him  any  h^d  words  of  late  ?/ 

Opk  No,  my  good  lord  5  but,  as  yau  dfd  command, 
I  did  repel  bis  letters,  arid  deny'd 
His  accefs  to  me,  V 

Pol.  That  hath  made  him  mad. 
lam  forry,  that  with  better  heed,  and  judgment, 
^ihoA  not  quoted  him :  I  ifear'd,  he  did  but  trifle, 

5  "^foredoes  itfelfc]     Toforedo  is  to  deftroy.     So,  in  OtlkUa  :. 

*'  That  cither  makes  me,  Kxforedoes  me  quiie,**  STgEVitNa*^ 
^  1  had  not  a  uotcd  him : — 1     The  old  qaarto  reads  coted*     It  ap- 
{)e~ar8  Shakefpeare  v/rot^jtoteX    Quoted  is  noufenie.  W  a r  bu  k  t  e  i«,^ 
Tq  quote  i8|  I  believe^  to  tfckoM^  to  take  an  account  of,  to  take 
tileY*^/'«»^orrefulf  of  a  computation.    Johnson.  ,  * 

Since  I  propofed  a  former  exphnadoUv  I  met  wilh  a  paCage  in 
the  IJle  of  GuUs^  a  come'dy,  by  John  Doj^  1635^  which  proves 
Dr.  JohdbnS  fenfe  of  the  word  to  be  not  far  from  the  true  one : 
—  **  'twill  be  a  fcenc  of  mirth 
**  For  me  to  qtfote  his  paffions,  and  his  fmilee*'* 
To  quote  on  this  occaiion  undoubtedly  means  taojfirven    Again, 
in  Drajrton's  MomcaJf:  ' 

**  This  honeft  man  the  prophecy  that  notedi 
*^  And  things  therein  moil  curioufly  had  quoted i . 
**  Found  alTthefe  figns,  ^c.** 
Ag^in,*  i|i  ne  Woman  Hcaer,  hy  B.  and  Fletcher,  the  Intelligenceir 
fays  —  **ni  quote  him  to  a  tittle.*'    i.  e,   I  will  obferre  him. 
Again,  in  Certtune  Sat^es^  icd^ :  . 

**  But  m'uft  our  moderne  crittick*s  envious  eye, 

•5  Secme  thus  to  j^w/^fomegroffe  deformity?**   Steevens. 
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^nd  iMaBt  ta  wreck  tbee  i  but,  beflirtw  my  jealoufy  t 

|t  feems,  7  it  is  as  proper  to  our  age 

To  caft  beyond  purfe)yes  in  our  ofMmonSf 

As  it  is  common  fo9  the  younger  fort 

Jo  lack  dilcretion*    Come,  go  vc  to  the  kmg : 

^  This  muft  be  known  i  whkk,  bAng  kept  clofe^ 

might  naove 
More  grief  to  hi<k^  than  bate  to  utter  kive. 

SCENE      IL 
Tte  fslaee. 
Enter  Kingj  ^jaen,  Rffincrantz^  Guildenfiim^  Md 

King.  Welcome,  dear  Rolincrant2^  and  Guilden- 
ftern ! 
Moreover  that  we  much  did  long  to  fee  you„ 
The  need,  we  have  to  ufe  you,  did  provoke 

f  —  //  is  as.frcfir  ta  4mrag$ 
To  caft  heyom  omrfihes  im  our  opimma^ 
As  it  is  common  fir  the  yomgtr  firi 

To  lack  di/cretioH^--^']    This  is  oot  the  xiemark  of  a  weak  maiu 
The  vice  of  age  is  too  much  fufpicioti.    Mtn  long  accuitemed  ta 
the  wiles  of  life  r^  commonly  leyoud  ihtfrftPves^  let  their  dm* 
ning  go  finrther  than  reaiba  caa  attend'  ic    This  is  alwajrs .  th«i 
fault  of  a  little  mind,  made  artful  by  long  commcrGe  with,  the 
world.    JoHNso^r. 
The  quartos  read — J^  beofven  it  is  as  proper  &c.    Steeyens. 
\  This noffi U Im^Fim ;  w^iic^y  hmighftcl^ might monn ' 
More  grief  to  hide^  than  bate  to  utter  hve^  /•  «•  This  muft  be 
pade  known  to  the  ki&gt  for  (boin||  kept  fecret)   the  hiding 
Hamlc^>s  love  might  occafion  more  mifchief  to  us  from  him  and 
the  queen,  than  the  uttering  or  reveding  of  it  will  occafioff  hate; 
and  refentment  from  Hamlet.    The  poet's  ill  and  obfcure  ex- 
mflion  Teems  to  have  been  caiifed  by  his  a&£tation  of  concluding 
^  fcene  with  a  couplet. 
*|Ianmer  reads, 

Mori  gri^  t9  \i.ith»Jtt^ikux  to  titter  bvi.   Johnsok* 

'    ''   ■  Ou? 
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Ouc  hafly  fendlngi    Something  have  you  heaix| 

Of  Hamlet's  transformation ;  To  I  call  it* 

Since  nor  the  exterior  nor  the  inward  man 

Refembles  that  it  was :  What  it  fcould  be. 

More  than  his  father's  death,  that  thus  hath  put  httBn 

So  much  from  the  underftanding  of  himfelf, 

I  cannot  dream  of:    I  entreat  you  botb> 

That, — ^being  of  £>  young  days  brought  up  with  hitni 

And,fince,fo  neighbour'd  to  his  youth  and  humour  ^^711 

That  you  vouchfafe  your  reft  here  in  our  court 

Some  little  time :  fo  by  your  companies 

To  draw  him  on  to  plcafures ;  and  to  gather. 

So  much  as  from  occ^fion  you  may  glean, 

3  Whether  aught^  to  us  unknown,  affliAs  him  thus, 

That,  openVl,  lies  withm  our  remedy, 

^een.  Good  gentlemen,  he  hath  much  talked  c6 
youj^ 
And,  fure  I  am,  two  men  there  are  not  livjing. 
To  whom  he  more  adbei:§s.    If  it  will  pjeafe  ypv^ 
*  To  ffiew  us  fo  mvich  gentry,  giid  good  will| 
As  to  expend  your  time  with  us  a  while, 
^  For  the  fupply  and  profit  of  pur  hope. 
Your  vifitation  Ihall  receive  fuch  thanks 
As  fits  a  king's  remembrance.  *  * 

.J^  Both  jour  majefties 
Mig9t,  rby  the  fovereign  power  you  have  of  us- 
Put  yoiir  dread  pteafuresf  more  into  command 
Than  to  entreaty.        -^         ^    - 

Qui/.  But  we  boith  obe^y  1 
And  here  give.yp  ourfclves,  4  in  the  full  bent, 

'•■*■-';  ' .  1-  n  •  "  •      '• 

•  —  and  humoM'.y    Thus  the  folio. .  The  c^uartos  read,  havtMr^ 

■-  'i  "•    '       I ....     '  ,    . .  •        Steevens; 


W^a^trau^ht.Scc.'i  This  line  is  oriMtted  in  the  folio.  SrEEV£NS# 
^o  Jhe*w '  us' Jo  much  gentry—]     Gentry^  for  co?nplaiJance.     '  ^ 


WarbuAtov. 

5  For  the  fupply^  &:c.]     That  the  hope  whicii  yoiir  arrival  ha^ 
iraifed  may  b-^  ..jmnlered  by  the  deUrcd  eftVi^.  ,  Johnson. 
*  '— /«•  the  full  bent,]  *•  Bttti^  ior  emkai^ouTy  k^cation. 
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To  lay  our  fervicc  freely  at  your  feet. 
To  be  commanded. 

King.  Thanks^  Rofencrantz,  and  gentle  Guilden^ 
ftern, 

^em.  Thanks,  Guildenftern,  and  gentle  Rofen* 
crantz : 
And  I  befeech  you  inftantly  to  vifit 
My  too  much  changed  fon. — Go,  fome  of  you; 
And  bring  thefe  gentlemen  where  Hamlet  is. 

GuiL  Heavens  make  our  prefence,  and  our  prafticcJi 
Fleafaht  and  helpful  to  him !     [Exeunt  Rof.  and  Guih 

^en.  Ay,  amen  I 

Entor  Pvhnius. 

Pol  The  cmbaiaTadors  from  Norway,  my  good 
iord. 
Are  joyfully  retUrnM. 

King.  Thou  ftill  haft  been  the  father  of  good  news* 
.  Pifl.  Havel,  my  lord?  Affure  you,  my  good  Ueg<;| 
I  hold  my  duty,  as  I  hold  my  foul. 
Both  tb  my  God,  and  to  my  gracious  kmg: 
And  I  do  think  (or  elfe  this  brain  of  mine 
Hunts  not  the  *  trail  of  policy  fo  fure 
As  it  hath  usM  to  do)  that  I  have  found 
The  very  caufe  of  Hamlet's  lunacy. 

King.  O,  fpeak  of  that ;  that  I  do  long  to  hcai** 

PoL  Give  firft  admittance  to  the  embaiTadors  ^ 
My  news  (hall  be  s  the  fruit  to  that  great  feaft. 

King.  Thyfelf  do  grace  to  them,  and  bring  thenl 
,        ,,     in;  [Exit  Potonius^^ 

He  tells  mcj  my  dear  Gertrude,  he  hath  found 
The  head  and  fource  of  all  your  fon*s  diftemper, 

^een.  I  doubt,  it  is  ho  bfhcr  but  the  main ; 
His  father's  death,  and  our  o*er-Hafty  marriage* 

,  *  -^tbe  trail  ofpolky — ]     The  trail  \%  the  ^ourfe  of  an  dnfmd 
fwfuediyihe'fcent*    Johnson, 
t'^tJbifruit^    The  ^^/ after  the  meat.    JokkgoN, 

Rc^enitf, 
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Re-enter  Pchnius^  with  VoUimandy  md  C^iieUuSi 

King.  Well,  wc  ihall  fift  him. Welcome,  mj 

good  friends ! 
Say,  Voltimand,  what  from  our  brother  Norway  ? 

VoU.  Moft  fair  return  of  greetings,  and  defires. 
Upon  4^ur  firft,  Jie  fent  out  to  fuppiefs 
His  nephew's  levKS  ;  which  to  him  appeared 
To  be  a  preparation  'gainft  the  Ptdack  ; 
But,  better  kok'd  into,  he  truly  found 
it  was  againft  your  highnefs :  Whereat  griev'd,— 
That  lb  his  ficknefs^  age,  and  impotence. 
Was  falfely  borne  in  hand  ^,— ^(ends  out  arrefts 
On  Fortinbras ;  which  he,  in  brief,  obeys ;. 
Receives Tebuke  from  Norway;  and,  in  fine. 
Makes  vow  before  his  uncle,  never  more 
To  give  the  aiTay  of  arms  againft  your  msyefty. 
Whereon  old  Norway,  overcome  with  joy, 
t  Gives  him  threefcore  thoufand  crowns  in  annual  fee  ^  ^ 
And  his  commiifion,  to  employ  thofe  foldierSj 
So  levied  as  before,  againft  the  Polack : 
With  an  entreaty,  herein  further  flxewn. 
That  it  might  pleafe  you  to  give  quiet  pafi 
Through  your  dominions  for  this  enterprize ; 

^  -^-hme  in  htmd^^   u  €•  deceived,  impoied  oau     So,  in 
MacieGb^  Aft  5 : 

^^  How  you  were  iame  in  hani^  how  aofl,  &c«" 
See  a  note  on  this  pafTage.     Steev^ns. 
7  Games  him  three  thou^d crowns  in  tsnnualfie  \\    This  rfodlog 
firft  obtained  in  die  edition  put  out  by  the  players.    But  all  the  old 
quartos  (^m  160^,  downwards)  read  as  I  have  refonned    the 
text.    Theobald.  .        ,         > 

^  '-^  annual  fee.]    Fee  in  this  place  fignilies  nward^  recmt^ena* 
S09  mAWsweiltJ!?ai  ends  well  f 

**  **-  Not  helpngy  death's  my  ^  t 
**  But  if  I  help,  ^bat  doyoupromife  me?** 
The  word  is  commonly  ufed  in  Scotland  for  wt^^  as  We  &y 
Im^sfie^fh^iarisfee.    Stebveks, 
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Od  fuch  regards  of  fdfet;y,.and  aUowamre^ 
As  therein  arc  fct  down. 

King.  It  likes  us  well; 
And;  at  our  more  confider^d  dme,  we'll  ready 
Anfwer^  and  think  upon  this  bufmefs. 
Mean  time,  we  thank^ou  for  your  well-took  labour': 
Go  to  your  reft  1  ^  at  night  we'U  feaft  together : 
Moft  welcome  borne !  [Exeunt  Vdt.  and  Cor. 

Pol.  This  bufinefs  is  well  cnded^ 
<  My  liege,  and  madam, '  to  cxpoftulate 

What 

^  '•^atmgbt'txj^Ufiqft'^1    The  king^  intemperance  is  never 
fufTered  to  be  forgotten.    Johnson, 

'  ^fy  JUgty  ufiafModam^  to  txfigfiulaie}  The  firokes  of  humour 
in  this  fpeech  are  admirable.  Polonius's  charadler  is  that  of  a 
^pmkf  pedant,  minifter^f  ."fiate.  His  ^edraiatioa  is  a  fine  (atire  on 
the  impertinent  oratory  then  in  vogue,  which  placed  veafon  in  the 
formality  of  method,  and  wit  in  the  gin|le  and  play  of  words. 
With  what  art  is  he  made  to  pride  himfelf  in  his  nmt: 

That  be  is  mad^  ^tis  true:  *tis  inUj  *-tisfi^ ; 
*-  jinJj^t^*tis^*tistrw:  h'hoMi^ffMrt^ 

But  faewelit  ■      ■  ■ 
And  h€yw  exquifitely  4iloe8  the  poet  ridicule  the  reafimtig  in  fidhim^ 
where  he  makes  Polonius  remark  on  Hamlet^s  madnefs : 

Tbetigh  this  he  madneis,  yet  therms  method  in^t^ 
As  if  methcxi,  which  the  wits  of  that  age  thought  the  mofi  eflentid 
miality  of  a  good  difcourie,  would  make  amends  for  the  madnefs* 
!tt  was  madnefs  indeed,  yet  Polonius  could  comfort  himfelf  with 
this  tefle^on,  that  at  lead  it  was  method.  It  is  certain  Shakefpeare 
czcds  in  nothing  more  than  in  the  prefervation  of  his  charadters  ; 
^9  this  Ufe  and  varies  rf  charaHer  (iays  our  great  poet  in  his  ad« 
mivable  preface  to  Shakefpeare)  wr  muft  eM  the  wonderful  pre^ 
fervatimi.  We  have  faid  what  i«  the  chara45ter  of  Polonius ;  and  it 
is  albwed  on  all  hands  to  be  drawn  with  wonderful  life  and  fpirit, 
yet  the  umty  of  it  has  been  thought  by  fbme  to  be  grofsly  violated 
in  the  exceUent  frecefts  and  inftruSiens  which  Shakefpeare  makes 
his  fiatefman  give  to  his  fon  and  ftrvant  in  the  twiddle  of  the  firjf^ 
anE  beginning  of  the  Jecond  aH.  But  I  will  venture  to  fay,  thefe 
critics  have  not  entered  into  the  poet's  art  andiaddrefs  in  this  par« 
ticular.    He  had  a  mind  to  ornament  his  fcenes  with  thofe  fine 

leflbni 

•|l         •  II       II     ■    I ■■■■■IM    .llll.    ■■■     111  ■  — —  ■         A       ■     !■  .. 

*  — •  /^  eipollulate j    To  e^fo/lukte^  for  to  entire  or  di/cufi. 

Warburton« 
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What  majcfty  fliould  be,  what  duty  is,  ^ 

Why  day  i$  day,  night  nighty  and  time  is  time^ 
Were  nothing  but  to  waftc  night,  day,  and  time. 
Therefore,— fince  brevity  is  the  lb\il  of  wit. 

And 

lelion$  of .focidl  life;  biit  Jhil  Pdlbniiiswsiltoo  Wealc  tbbeautlio^ 
o|'them^,Jthotigh  hfi  w^,  pbdanC  enough  to  hayejnet  with  them  1% 
liis  reading)  and  fop  CQou^h  to  ge(  thtm  by  heart|  .and.  retail  them 
for  his  own*  And  this  the  poet  has  finely  (hewn,  us  was  the  cai^ 
where,  in  the  middle  of  Polonius's  inflruftions  to  his  fervant,  h% 
snakes  him,  though  without  having  received  any  interru|>tioD9  for* 
fist  his  lefTon,  andfiiy^  \ 

And  then ^  fir  9  dae$  be  this  ; 

Ih  does^m.'^Whu  'Oku  I  abmt  to'fojff    .     ?  1  .     v 

I  vjos  €A9ui  to  Jitjf  finuthing       ^  where  did  I  kovet 
^The  ienrant  replies^  r     ^^  f. 

Aty  clofes  in  thd  confeqiience.    This  fits  Fotenios  rightg  aa^ 
tie  goes  on,  ,     .        ^  . 

Aty  dofts  Iff  die  conlequence^ 

He  cbjes  dim :— -^I  kno^  the,  g^iideman j.  &lri  -     >  t 

which  (hews  they  were  words  got  by  heart  which  he  was  repeat^ 
ing.  Otherwife  clofes  in  the  confequence^  which  convm  no  par-^ 
^fii»ular  ideaof  thefubje£^he  was  upbn^  could  never  nave  ma& 
him  fecol{Bd  where  he  broke  off.  This  is  an  extraordinary,  in- 
ibmce  of  the  poet's  art,  and  attention  to  the  |»:efervation  or  cha- 
ncer.    WARJSUkTpir.  .  ,   .      .  .^         .    *       .    ^ 

This  account  of  the  charaiE^er.Qf  Po)oniusi  thdiughit  fufficiently 
recoikiles  the  feeming  inconfiftenjc^  of  fo  mnch  wifdom  with  v> 
much  folly,  does  not  pethsips  correipond  exadiy  to  the  ideas  of 
our  author.  The  commentator  makes  the  chani6ter  of  Polonius^ 
.a  chara£ter  only  of  manners,  difcriminated  by  properties  fu^rficial, 
,  accidental,  and  acquired*  The  poet  intenckd  a  nobler  delineadon 
of  a  mixed  character  of  manners  and  of  nature*  Polonius  is  a 
ttian  bred  in  courts,  exercifed  in  bufinefs,  fiored  with  oblervation^ 
confident  of  his  knowledge,  proud  of  his  eloquence^  and  ilMin^ 
ing  into  dotage.  His  mode  of  oratory  is  truly  reprefented  as  dc:^ 
£gne4,  to  ridicule  the  practice  of  thofe  times,  of  ^prefaces  that.mad^ 
^o  introduction,  and  of  method  that  embayxaiied  rather  than  ex^ 
plained.  This  part  of  his  charafter  is  aa;i<lental^  the  reft  is  na- 
tural. Such  a  man  is  pofitive  and  .confident^  becaufe*he  knovnj 
that  his  mind  was  once  flrong,  and  knows  not  that  it  is  become 
,  weak.  Such  a  man  excels  in  general  principles,  but  fails  in  iifi 
particular  application.  He  is  knowing  in  tetroipe^t,  and  igncyant 
m  fordight;     Whil^  he-dependi  4il{>on  his^iuemory^  and  can  dravf 
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And  tedioufnefs  the  limbs  and  outward  flouriflies,-^ 
I  will  be  brief:  Your  noble  fon  is  mad: 
Mad  call  I  it ;  for,  to  define  true  madnefs. 
What  is't,  but  to  be  nothing  elfc  but  mad : 
But  let  that  go. 

^een.  More  matter,  with  lefs  art. 

PoL  Madam,  I  fwear,,  I  ule  no  art  at  all.-— 
Thit  he  is  mad,  'tis  true : '  Vis  true,  *tis  pity ; 
And  pity  *ti$,  'tis  true :  a  foolifli  figure  ; 
But  farcwel  it,  for  I  will  ufe  no  art. 
Mad  let  us  grant  him  then  :  and  now  remains. 
That  wc  find  out  the  caufe  of  this  efFeft ; 
Or,  rather  fay,  the  caufe  of  this  defc6t; 
For  this  cfFeftjdefeaive,  comes  by  caufe : 
Thu?  it  remains,  and  the  remainder  thus  perpend. 
I  have  a  daughter;  have,  whilft  (he  is  mine; 
Who,  in  her  duty  and  obedience^  mark, 
Hath  g^ven  me  this :  Now  gather,  and  furmife. 

'  *To  the  celefiial^  and  w^JtrnVs  idol,  the  mtfji  beautified 
Opbelia"^ 

.    .  That's* 

ftott  Ws  fepofitoties  of  knowledge,  he  Uttet^  wrigbty  (entencei, 
and  gives  ufeful  counfel ;  but  as  the  mind  in  its  enfeebled  l\aic 
cannoc  be  kept  long  buiy  and  intent,  the  old  man  is  fnhjei*)  to 
fudden  dereli^lion  of  his  faculties,  he  lofes  the  order  of  his  ideas, 
and  entangles  hihifelf  in  his  own  thoughts,  till  he  recovers  the 
leading  principle,  and  falls  again  into  his  former  train.  This  idea 
if  <)otage  encroaching  upon  wifdom,  will  folvc  all  the  phacnumena 
of  the  character  of  Poloiiius.    Johnson* 

^  To  the  celeftial^  and  my  fovfi  idol^  the  mojt  beautified  Ophtlla — ] 
I  have  ventured  at  ah  emendation  here,  agaiiid  the  authority  of 
all  the  copies  \  buf,  I  hope,  upon  examination,  it  will  appear  pro- 
bable and  reafonable.  The  wprd  beautified  vtay  carry  two  diftmdt 
ideas,  either  as  applied  to  a  woman  made-up  of  aniiicial  beautiis, 
or  to  one  rich  in  native  charms.  As  Sh»ke-peare  has  therefore 
cbofe  to  ufe  it  in  the  latter  acceptation,  to  exprefs  natural  come- 
linefs ;  I  cannot  imagine,  that  here  he  would  make  Polonius  ex- 
cept to  the  phrafe,  and  call  it  a  v'tk  ime.  But  a  (Ironger  objc<^ion 
ftill,  in  my  mind,  lies  a^inft  it.  As  celeftitd  and  fiuVi  idol  arc  the 
introductory  characterilbcs  of  Ophelia^  what  a  dread tul  anticlimax 
it  it  to  delcend  to  fuch  an  epithet  as  heatttifiedt    On  lUe  or  her 

Vol.  X.  .        R  u  .         s  hand. 
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That's  an  ill  phrafe,  a  vile  phrafe;  heautiffi 

Is  a  vile  phrafe-,  but  you  (hall  hear;-^ 

^befe  in  her  Excellent  white  hofotn^  4  thefty  &c.— 
^eeri.  Came  this  from  Hamlet  to  her? 
Tol.  Good  madam,  ftay  a  while 5  I  will  be  faith- 
ful.— 

Doubt  tbouy  the  Jiars  are  fire ;  [Reading, 

Doubt y  that  the  fun  doth  move ; 

Doubt  truth  to  be  a  liar\ 
But  never  doubi^  I  love. 

O  dear  Ophelia^  lam  ill  at  tbefe  numbers ;  /  have  mt 

haoel,  heattjiedy  as  I  liave  con(5e*^ured,  raifes  the  image :  but  Poloniuft 
might  very  well,  as  a  Roman  Catholic,  call  It  a  tfilt  pfarale,  u  r. 
favouring  of  profanation ;  fince  the  epithet  is  peculiarly^  made  an 
adjunft  to  the  Virgin  Mary's  honour,  and  therefore  ought  not.Co 
be  employed  in  the  praife  of  a  mere  mortaU     Theobald. 

Dr.  Warburtbn  has  followed  Theobald  j'  but  I  am  in  doubt 
whether  heauttfiedy  though,  as  Polonius  calls  it,  a  'vile  phrafe y  be  not 
the  proper  word.  Beautified  fcems  to  be  a  vile  phrajh^  for  the  am^ 
biguity  of  its  meaning.     Johnson. 

'     The  moll   heautificd  Ophelia.]     Heyward,   in   his    Hiftoiy  ef 
Ed'Mard  VI,  fays,    "  Katberim  Parrsy   queen  dovyagcr  to  ki^g 
Meniy  VIII,  was  a  woman  beautified  with  many  excellent  vir- 
tues."   Farmer. 

So,  in  Vh  Hog  hath  loft  his  Pearl,  1614  : 

*'  A  maid  of  rich  endowments,  beautified 
"  With  all  the  virtues  nature  could  beftow.** 
Again,  Nafh  dedicates  his  ChriJTs  Tears  over  JeruJaUm^  l^— ^. 
*«  to  the  moft  beautified  lady  the  lady  Elizabeth  Careyl** 

Again,  in  Greene's  MamilUa^  ^S93r  **  —  although  thy  pcrfon 
is  fo  bravely  beautified  with  the  dowries  of  nature." 

///  and  vile  as  the  phrafe  may  be,  our  author  has  ufcd  it  agaia 
in  the  T\xjo  Gentlemen  of  Verona : 

—  feeing  you  are  beautified 
With  good  (hape,  &c.     Steeven^s. 
J     *  7heje  to  her  excellent  'while  bo/bm,]     So,  in  the  Tvjo  GentUmen  ef 
Verona: 

Thy  letters — 

Which,  being  writ  to  me,  (hall  be  ddiver'd 
Even  in  the  milk-'iphite  bofom  of  tljy  love^ 
Sec  a  note  on  this  palfage.    St e e  v  e  n  s , 
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#r/  t9  reckon  my  groans :  hut  that  1  l$^e  fbge  ^gfl^ 
O  moji  b^y  5  hUcoe  it.    4^ieu. 

fkiftf  fuirmorh  fnqfi  dear  la^y  t^hilfi 
tb\s  miffbine  if  io  binf^  Hmk*\ 

This,  !n  Qbed^etxce^  b^tb  my  dau^ht^r  ihewii  mfi  j 
^nd,  ^  more  above,  hath  his  folicmnjgs, 
^8  they  fell  oi;t  by  tiaie,  h)[  nie^ns^  ^  pUce^ 
^11  given  to  min^  ear*  , 

King-  But  how.  hath  <0iq  ... .  .      ^ 

lleccivM  Kis  love  ? 

Pol.  What  dp  yqu  thiqk  of  m^  ? 

King.  As  of  a  man  faithful  and  honounibU. 

PoL  I  would  fi^ia  prove  fo.    ^Buf  what  wight  yoi| 
think. 
When  I  had  f<^t>  this  hot  love  on  the  wing| 
XAs  I  pcrceiv'd  it,  I  muft  tell  you  .that,  «    • 
Before  my  daughter  told  me)  what  might  you, 
Or  my  dear  ijiiajcfty  your  qiieen  here,  thinks 
7  If  I  had  played  the  defk,.  or  table-book ; 
}  Or  given  my  heVt  a  working,  mute  and  dumb) 
Qr  lookM  upon  this  love  with  idle  fight  ? 
Wh^t  Height  yoi|  thi/ilf  ?  no,  I  wpnt  rpun^  tfi  woFk| 

*  -rrO  moft  heft^^'\     80,    in  AcolaJtu$^   a    comedy,    J^^9? 
f'  —  that  fame  mjl  h^  redreile]:  or  reformery  is  God."  ST^EyEN8y 

^  — morea^o!ve^ — ]  ifi^  moreover^ befiiks.    JoHV^QN».  . 
7  j/ 1  had plafd  the  <kjk  or  table-look; 
Or  gi'V*n  my  heart  a  Kvorking^  mute  anddumh  ^ 
Or  icok^dppon  this  Igve  with  idle  ^ht  j 

What  jfti^ht  jfou  think? — ]  i.e.  If  either  I  had  conyeyod 
intelligence  between  them,  and  be'ea  t^.e  confident  of  their  amoufi 
\jda^d  tbeiejk  or  tSk-look]^  or  had  connived  at  it,  only  obferved 
them  in  fecret,  without  acquainting  my  daughter  with  mydifcoverjr 
^tven  my  heffrt  fl  ffiute  and  dnmb  working]  ;  or  laRly;  had  be^n 
,ncgligepc  in  o^feryin^i;  the  intrigue,  and  overlooked  it  [hokcd  r^^ 
this  Im  with  idiejght] ;  what  would  you  have  thoyght  of  me  ? 

•  Or  given  my  heart  a  •nwr/jfej^i— 1     Th^  fqUo  ripad^  a  w/«*7 
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And  tny  young  niiftrefs  thus  I  did  bcfpeak  *, 

S  Lord  Hamki  ts  a  prince ;- out  of  thy  fpberi\ 

^bis  fimft  wot  he :  and  then  I  precepts  gave  her  % 
That  fht  (hould  lock  hcrfelf  from  his  rcfort. 
Admit  no  mcflcngers,  receive  no  tokens. 
Which  done  \  Ihe  took  the  fruits  of  my  advice  t 
And  he,  repulfed,  (^  a  Ihort  talc  to  make) 
^ell  intQ  a  fadnefs ;  then  into  a  fad ; 
Thence  to  a  watch ;  thence  into  a  weaknefs ; 
Thence  to  a  lightnefs ;  and^  by  this  declenfion^. 
Into  the  madnefs  wherein  now  he  raves, 
And  all  we  mourn  for. 

King.,  Do  you  think,  'tis  this  ? 

^een.  It  may  be,  very  likely. 

J^oL  Hath  there  been  fuch  a  time,  (rd  fein  know 
that) 

9  Jjn'd  Hamlet  is  afrince  mi  tf  tljy  fphere,]  All  princes  were 
alike  out  of  her  ffhere.    I  give  it  thus : 

Lord  Hamlet  is  a  prince : — ^k/  ^/^  ffhere. 
Two  of  the  quartos,  and  the  Hrft  lolio,  read  Jlar.     Ste evens. 

*  — precepts  gmye  her.'\  Thus  the  folio.  The  two  elder 
qu arios  read,  prrfcripts.     Steevens. 

*  M^hich  aone^  (he  took  the  fruits  efnr^  advice ; 

*  A^dhe^repulfed-^l  The  fruits  of  advice  are  the  effects  of 
advice.  But  how  could  ihe  be  (aid  to  take  them  }  The  reading  is 
corrupt.    Shakefpeare  wrote, 

ffhich  dotte^  fee  too  the  fruits  efmjf  advice; 
For,  fje  rcpulfed    ■    ■    War  bur  ton. 
She  took  the  fruits  of  advice  when  (he  obeyed  advice,  the  advice 
was  then  made yr«ij^/.    Johnson. 
*  —  ajhort  tale  to  makcy 
Fell  into  a  fadnefs;  then  into  a  faft^  &c.]     The  ridicule  of 
this  character  is  here  admirably  fuftained.     He  would  not  only  be 
thought  to  have  difoovered  this  intrigue  by  his  own  fagacity,  but  to 
have  renoarked  all  the  (lages  of  Hamlet's  diforder,  from  bis  (adnefs 
to  his  raving,  as  regularly  as  his  phyfician  could  have  done; 
when  all  the  while  the  madnefs  was  only  feigned.    The  humour 
of  this  is  exqui(ite  from  a  man  who  tells  us,  with  a  confidence 
peculiar  to  fmall  politicians,  that  he  could  find 

Where  truth  was  hidj  though  it  were  hid  indeed 
Within  the  centre.     W  arsvr  TON. 
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That  I  have  pofitively  faid»  Yii  fi. 
When  it  prov'd  otherwife? 

Kifig.  Not  that  I  know. 

Pol.  Take  this  from  this,  if  this  be  otherwife : 

[Poinding  to  bis  bead  andjhouldir. 
If  circumftances  lead  me,  I  will  find 
Where  truth  is  hid,  though  it  were  hid  indeed 
Within  the  centre. 

King.  How  may  we  try  it  further  ?. 

PoL  You  know,  fometimes  he  walks  four  hoUrs 
together  % 
Here  in  the  lobby. 

^een.  So  he  does,  indeed. 

PcL  At  fuch  a  time  V\l  loofe  my  daughter  to  him: 
Be  you  and  I  behind  an  arras  then ; 
Mark  the  encounter :  if  he  love  her  not, 
Aod  be  not  from  his  reafon  fallen  thereon. 
Let  me  be  no  aifiilant  for  a  ilate» 
But  keep  a  farm,  and  carters. 

King.  We  will  try  it. 

Enter  Hamkfy  reading. 

^een.  But,   look,   where  fadly  the  poor  wretch 
comes  reading. 

PoL  Away,  I  do  bcfeech  you,  both  away ; 
PU  bpard  him  prefcntly :— -O,  give  me  leave. — 

[^Exeunt  King^  and  ^een. 
How  does  my  good  lord  Hamlet  ? 

Ham,  Well,  god-a*.mcrcy. 

Pol.  Do  you  know  me,  my  lord  ? 

Ham.  Excellent  well; 
You  arc  a  filhmongjr. 

PoL  Not  I,  my  lord. 

4  ^fot/r  hours  together,]    Perhaps  it  would  be  better  were  we 
to  read  indefinitely, 

——^r  hours  together.    Tyrwhitt* 

R  3  Ham 
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iiam.  Then  I  would  you  were  fo  honeft  a  fnah* 

PoL  Honeft,  my  lord  ? 

tiain.  Ay,  (ir ;  to  be  honeft,  a&  this  world  goe^^ 
ts  to  be  poe  man  piek'd-  out  of  ten  thouiiEUid* 

Fot.  That;*s  very  true,  nty  lotfl. 

Ham.  5  For  if  the  fun  breeds  m^iggdts  in  a  dead  do^i 
Ibeing  a  godi  kifling  camoli^-^Hate  y  oil  a  daughter? 

i  For  ^thefim  wreed  maggots  in  a  aeadJog^ 

Setng  a  good  kijjing  carrion  — 

Haveyott  a  daughter  ?]  The  editors  feeing  tiamlfet  coilnterfl^c 
tttadnefs,  thought  they  might  fafely  put  .atiir  nonieiile  into  hii 
mouth.  But  this  fliange  paiT^ge^  when  fet  pght,  will  be  feen  to 
cpntain  gs  gr^at  and  fublirne  a  reflexion  as  any  the  poet  puts  into 
liis  lierb's  mouth  throughout  thfe  Whote  play.  We  (htill  firft  give 
the  true  readino;,  which  is  this  ; 

For  ifibtfm  ireedmc^on  in  a  dtaddt^^ 
Being  a  goJ,  kijp?ig  carrion 
As  tb  the  fenfe  we  may  obfervc,  that  the  illativfc  particle  [fori 
ihews  the  fpeaker  to  be  reafdning  from  fomething  hfe  had  faid 
before :  what  that  was  we  learn  in  thefe  words,  io  he  h^mefi^  as  this 
^tvorld  goesy  is  to  he  one  picked  otit  often  tboujand.  Having  faid  this* 
ihe  chain  of  ideas  Iqq  him  to  refiedt  upon  the  argument  which 
libertines  bring  againft  Providence .  from  the  circumftance  of 
abounding  w/7.  1ft  thi6  neit  ijieech  therefore  he  endeavours  to 
anfwer  that  objedioh,  and  vinditare  Providence,  even  on  a  fup- 
^fition  of  the  fa£^i  that  alrtioft  all  rtlen  were  wicked.  His  argu- 
ment in  the  two  lines  in  queftion  is  to  this  purpofe,  But  nuhy  need 
we  wonder  tit  this  ahounding  cfruHf  Fw  if  the  fun  breed  maggots  in 
»  dead  d/^^  which  though  a  god,  yetjbedding  its  heat  ^nd  it^fiuenti 
upon  carrion^^^^'-^Htxt  he  ilops  (hort,  left  talking  too  confequentially  • 
the  hearer  fbould  fuipci^  his  madnefs  to  be  feignisd  $  and  fo  turoa 
Jiim  off  from  the  fubjeft,  by  enquiridg  of  hi^  daughter.  But  the 
inferences  which  he  intended  to  make,  was  a  very  noble  one,  and  to 
khis  purpofe^  If  this  (fays  he)  be  the  cafe,  that  the  effect  follows 
the  thi^g  operated  upon  [carriaA"]  and  not  the  thing  operating 
[a  gody]  why  need  we  wonder,  that  the  fupreme  caufe  of  all  things 
dtifufing  ijts  bleilings  on  mankind,  who  is,  as  it  were,  a  dead  car* 
j-Ion,  dead  in  original  fin,  man,  inftead  of  a  pi*oper  return  of  duty^ 
JHiould  breed  only  corruption  and  vices  r  This  is  the  argument  at 
length ;  and  is  as  noble  a  one  in  behalf  of  Ph>vij3ence  gs  could 
tome  from  the  fchools  of  divinity.  But  this  wonderful  rpjan  had 
;an  art  not  only  )of  acquainting  the  audience  with  what  his  a^of^ 
jjjy>  but  yi^ith  wh^  t)^*  think*    Thfc  fenfimpat  too  is  altogether  \r\ 
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Pol.  I  have,  my  lord. 

Ham^  Let  her  not  walk  i*  the  fun  :  conception  is  a 
bleffing  ^;  but  not  as  your  daughter  may  conceive  : 
friend,  look  to*t. 

Pol.  How  fay  you  by  that  ?  {AJide.]  ftill  harping 
ba  my  daughter : — yet  he  knew  me  not  at  firft  \  he 
faid»  I  was  a  fifhmonger  :  He  is  far  gone,  far  gone  : 
and,  truly;,  in  my  youth  I  fufFer'd  much  extremity 
for  love ;  very  near  this. — I'll  fpcak  to  him  again.— 
What  do  you  read,  my  lord  ? 

Ham.  Words,  words,  words ! 

PoL  What  is  tb^  matter,  my  lord  ? 

Ham.  Between  who  ? 

Pol.  I  mean,  the  matter  that  you  read,  my  lord^ 

Ham.  7  Slanders,  fir :  for  the  fatirical  rogue  fays 
here,  that  old  men  have  grey  beards;  that  their  faces 

arc 

djaiadcr,  for  Hamlet  is  perpetually  nK>ra1izing,  and  his  circum«  ' 
ibtnces  make  this  reflexion  very  natural.     The  fame  tboughty  fome« 
thiDg  diverfified,  as  on  a  ditferent  occafion,  he  ufes  again  in  Mea* 
fire  for  Mfafure^yfYCicYi  will  ferve  to  confinli  thefe  oblervations : 
Tlje  tempter  or  the  tempted^  vohofins  mqft  T 
Notjhe ;  nor  doth  Jhe  tempt ;  hut  it  is  I 
That  lying  hy  the  violet  in  the  fun^ 
Do  as  the  carrion  does^  not  as  the  flower^ 
Corrupt  hy  virtuous  feq/on.  ' 

And  die  fame  kind  oVexpreffion  is  in  Cymheline^ 
Common-hjjing  Titan.     War  burton. 
This  is  a  noble  emendation,  which  almoft  fets  the  critic  on  a 
level  with  the  author.    Johnson, 

*  —  conception  is  a  hlcfftngi  &c,]     Thus  the  folio.     The  quartos 
Iread  thus :     .  ' 

■        cotiception  is  a  blefHng ; 
But  as  your  daughter  may  conceive ^  friend,  look  to'r. 
The  meaning  feems  to  be,  conception  (i.  e.  underllanding)  is  a- 
blefling;  but  as  your  daughter  may  conceive  (i.  e.  be  pregnant), 
fiiend  look  t(ft^  i,  e.  have  a  care  of  that.    The  fame  quibble  occurs 
in  the  firft  fcene  of  K.  Lear: 

•*  Ktnt.  I  cannot  conceive  you,  fir. 

*'  Glon  Sir,  this  young  fellow's  mother  cotdd,^      Stee  vens^ 
^  Slanders^  fir:  for  the  fatirical  Jlofve  fays  her e^  that  old  meuy  &c.] 
By  iSxt  fatirical  flange  he  means  Juvenal  in  his  tenth  fatirc ; 
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are  wrinkled ;  their  eyes  purging  thick  amber,  and 
plunn-tree  gum ;  and  that  they  have  a  plentiful  lack 
of  wit,  together  with  moft  weak  hams :  All  which,  . 
fir,  though  I  moft  powerfully  and  potently  believe, 
yet  I  hold  it  not  honefty  to  have  it  thus  fet  downf; 
^  for  yourlelf,  fir,  (hall  be  as  old  as  I  am,  if,  like  a 
crab,  you  could  go  backward* 

Pol.  Though  this  be  madnefs,  yet  there's  method 
.  in't,  [Jfide. 

Will  you  walk  out  of  the  air,  my  lord  ? 

Ham.  Into  my  grave  ? 

FoL  Indeed,  that  is  out  o'  the  air.  —  How  pregr 
nant  ^  fometimes  his  replies  are!   a  happineis  that 

Dajpatlum  vita^  multos  da  JupUer  annos: 
Hoc  re^o  vultUy  folum  hoc  et  pallidus  optas, 
Sed  quam  continuis  et  quantis  loitga  JeneSlus 
Plena  malls!  deformetn,  et  tetrum  ante  omnia  vultum,  , 
Diffimilemque  fui,  faff. 
Nothing  could  be  finer  imagined  for  Hamlet,  in  his  circumilances, 
than  the  bringing  him  in  reading  a  deicri|>cion  ot  the  evils  of  long 
lite,     Warburton. 

Had  Shakefpearc  read  Jtvvend  in  the  original,  he  had  met  ^ 
with  '*  De  tcmone  Brliannoj  Excidet  Arvlragu^^-^ 
and 

—  "  Uxorcm,  Pofihume^  ducis  ?'* 
-  Wc;  Ihould  not  then  have  had  continually  in  Cymhllne^  Arviragus 
zxAPoJlhwnus^  Should  it  be  faid  that  the  ^»^»//^  in  \)a&  former 
word  might  be  forgotten,  it  is  clear  from  the  miflake  in  the  latur^ 
that  Shakefpeare  could  not  pojffibly  have  read  any  one  of  the  Roman 
poets. 

There  was  a  tranflation  of  the  loth  fatire  oi  Juvenal  hy  Sir 
JohaB/sraumont^  the  elder  brother  oi  the  famous  Francis :  but  I 
cannot  tell  whether  it  was  printed  in  Shakefjieare's  time. .  In  that* 
age  of  quotation,  every  clamc  mi-ght  be  picked  up  hypiece-mcaL 

I  forgot  ro  mention  in  its  proper  place,  that  another  defcription 
of  did  ^Jge  in  As  you  tike  it^  has  been  called  a  parody  on  a  paflage 
in  a  French  poem  of  Gamier.  It  is  tricing  to  fay  any  thing  about 
this,  attcr  the  obfervation  I  riiade  in  Macbeth:  but  one  may  remark 
once  tor  all,  that  Shakefpeare  wrote  lor  \\ic people \  and  could  not- 
have  been  fo  abfurd  to  bring  forward  any  allufion,  which  had  not 
been  familiarizeu  by  fome  accident  or  other.  Farmer. 
»  •  How  pregnata  &c.]     Pregnant  is  ready,  dextcrou's,  apt. 

.    Steeven?- 
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often  madnefs  hits  on,  which  reafon  and  fanity  could 
notfoprofperoufly  be  delivered  of.  I  will  leave  hirn, 
and  fuddenly  contrive  9  the  means  of  n^eeting  be- 
tween him  and  my  daughter. — My  honourable  lord, 
I  will  mpft  humbly  tak^  my  leave  of  you. 

Ham.  You  cannot,  fir,  take  from  me  any  thing  that 
I  will  more  willingly  part  withal  j  except  my  life,  ex- 
cept my  life,  except  my  life. 

Pel  Fare  you  well,  my  lord. 

Ham.  Thefe  tedious  old  fools ! 

Enter  Rofencrantz^  and  Guildenfterm 
Pol  Yqu  go  to  feck  lord  Haiplct  j  there  he  is, 

Rof.  God  fave  you,  fir  I 

Cuil  Mine  honoured  lol^d ! — 

Rof.  My  moft  dear  lord ! — 

Ham.  My  excellent  good  friends!  How  doft  thou, 
Guildenftcrn?  Ah,  Rofencrantz  I  Good  lads,  how  do 
ye  both  ? 

Rof.  As  the  indifferent  children  of  the  earth. 

Guil  Happy,  in  that  we  arc  not  over-happy; 
On  fortune's  cap  we  are  not  the  very  button. 

Ham,  Nor  the  foals  of  her  (hoc  ? 

Rof.  Neither,  my  lord. 

Ham.  Then  y6u  live  about  her  waift,  or  in  the 
middle  of  her  favours  ? 

CuiL  'Faith,  her  privates  we. 

Ham.  In  the  fecret  parts  of  fortune?  O,  moft 
true ;  (he  is  a  ftrumpet.     What  news  ? 

Rof  None,  my  lord ;  but  that  the  world's  grown 
honefl". 

Ham.  Then  is  dooms-day  near  :  But  your  news  it 
not  true.    [Let  me  *  queftion  more  in  particular : 

•  Andfiiddenl^  iJcc.l  This,  and  the  greatcft  part  of  the  tw 
following  lines,  areomuted  in  the  quartos.    Steev^en^. 

• '  \Lit  me  Ike]  Ail  within  tfec  crotchets,  is  wanting  in  the 
guanos.    Ste£Y£N8, 
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"WHat  have  you,  my  good  fricnjisy  dcfervcd  at  thft 
hands  of  fortune,  thac  (he  fends  you  to  prifon  hidier  i 

Guil.  Prifon,  my  lord ! 

Ham.  DenmarJc's  a  prifon^ 

'  Rof.  Thea  is  the  world  ontf^ 
-  ^^^.  A  goodly  one ;   in  which  Aere  are  ifiasy  * 
Confines,  wards,  and.  dungeons  1  Denmark  being  anc 
of  the  worft. 

Rof.  We  think  not  fa,  my  lord. 

Ham.  Why,  then  *tis  npne  tp  youi  fa?  there  Is 
nothing  either  good  oft-  bad,  but  thinking  makes  It 
fo  :  to  me  it  is  ^  pi4fefi. 

Rof.  Why,  then  your  anlbitioh  makes  it  one;  'til 
too  narrow  for  your  mind. 

'  Ham..  O  God  !  I  could  be  bounded  in  a  liutfhjdl* 
and  count  myfclf  a  king  of  infinite  ^acej  were 'it 
not  that  I  have  bad  dreams. 

Guil.  Which  dreams,  indeed,  ate  ambition  ;  for 
the  very  fubftailce,  oS  the  ambitious  is  merely  *  the 
lhadt>w  ofi  dream.' 

Ham.  A  dream  itfelf  is  but  a  fliadbw. 

Rof.  Truly,  and  I  hold  ambition  of  fo  airy  and 
light  k  quality,  that  it  is  but  a  Ihadow's  fhadow. 

Ham.  3  Then-  are  our  beggars,  bodies ;  and  our 
inoharchs,  and  out-ftretch*d  heroes,  the  beggars*  flia- 
doivs:  Shall  we  to  the  court?  for,  by  my  fay,  I 
ciinnot  reafon. 

,  *  _  /^^  Jhadov^  of  a  Jream,']    Sliakefpearc  has  accidentally  in- 
verted an  cxprciTion  of  Pindar,  that  the  llate  of  humanity  is  ww? 
i»«t^,  the  dream  of  2iJhad0M.    Johnson. 
^  $<>Dttvi^/ 

•*  Mantis  life  is  but  a  dreame,  nay,  lefs  than  fo, 
*'  A  JJjcuiffw  of  a  dreame^^ ,  Farmer. 
♦  So,  tri  tHe  tragedy  of  Darius  1603,  by  Lord  Sterline : 
:  i^  ..  '.**  Whofe  beft  was  but  \htjbaiio^jo  of  a  dreamt    Steevens* 
^  TJjCK  are  our  beggars^  bodies ;— J     Shakefpearc   leems  here  to 
ife%H^  rioictile  of  thcfe  declamations  againft  wealth  and  greauiefs, 
that  fcem  to  niake  happinefs  confifl  iu  poverty,    Johnson.   - 

-'      '  I.  ,  Both. 
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^«/ift^^  Wc'U' wsttt  upon  you. 
Ham*  No  fuch  matter:  I  will  not  fort  you  with) 
^he  reft  of  my  fervancs ;  for,  to  fpeak  to  you  like  an 
honeft  man,  I  am  moft  dreadfully  attended43  But, 
m  the  beatett  way  pf  friendihip,  what  make  you  at 
^Ifinour? 

Kof^  To  vifit  you,  my  lord;  no  other  occafion. 
Ham.  Beggar  that  I  am ;  I  am  even  poor  in  thanks^ 
but  I  thank  you :  and  fare,  dear  friends,  my  thanks  ' 
are  too  dear  at  a  half-penny.  Were  you  not  fent  for? 
is  it  your  own  inclining?  li  it  a  free  vifitation? 
€:otne,come;  dealjuftly  wtthme:  come^ comes  ^^T§ 
fpeak. 

Qml.  What  fhould  we  fay^  my  lord? 
Ham.  Any  thing — but  to  the  purpofc*  You  wcrtt 
Cent  for;  and  there  is  a  kind  of  confeffion  in  yout 
kioks,  which  your  modeilie$  have  not  craft  enough 
to  colour :  I  know,  the  good  king  and  queen  havci 
fent  for  you. 

Rof.  "To  what  end^  my  lord  ? 
Ham.  That  you  muft  teach  me.  But  let  roe  cori- 
jure  you,  by  the  rights  of  our  fellowlhipj  by  the  con* 
Ibnancy  of  our  youth,  by  thfe  obligation  of  our  ever^^ 
preferved  love,  and  by  what  more  dear  a  better  pro* 
poder  could  charge  you  withal,  be  even  and  direft 
With  me,  whether  you  were  fent  for,  or  no  ? 

Rof.  What  fay  you  ?  [To  Gnilden. 

Ham.  4  Nay,  then  I  have  an  ej^  of  you  j — if  y6^ 
Ibve  me,  hold  not  off. 

Guil.  My  lord,  we  were  fent  for^ 
Ham.  I  will  tell  you  why;  fo  (hall  my  anticipation 
prevent  your  difcovery,  and  your  fecrecy  to  the  king 
and  queen  moult  no  feather.     5 1  have  of  late,  (but, 

wherefore, 

.*  N^  thin  I  have  an  e^  -^jw»;*— ]  A^  ^  tfjow  roeang|  I 
ftave  a  giimpfe  of  your  meaning.    Steevens. 

^  I  have  ff-lafCf  Uc.']  Th»  i»  an  admirabte  defcriptlon  of  a 
lOQtfd  meUnchoty  fjprung  flrom  thickAds  of  blood  i  and  art- 
fully 
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ivherefore,  I  knownot).bftalifnvmiitb,  foregbnelill 
cuftom  ofexercifes:  and,  indeedf^  it  goesr  {b  heavily 
vith  my  difpofidon,  that  this  goodly  frame,  the  earth, 
feettis  to  me  a  fteril  promontory ;  this  moft  excellent 
canopy^  the  air,  look  you,  this  brave  o'er-hanging 
firmament,  ^  this  majeftical  roof  fretted  with  golden 
fire,  why,  it  appears  no  other  thing  to  me,  than  a 
foul  and  peftilent  congregadon  of  vapours.  What 
a. piece  of  work  is  a  man !  How  noble  in  reafon !' 
how  infinite  in  faculties !  in  form,  and  moving,' how 
exprels  and  admirable ,!  in  adion,  how  like  an  angel  L 
in.apprehenfion,  how  like  a  god  !  the  beauty  of  the 
world !  the  paragon  of  animals  I  And  yet,  to  me,  what 
is  this  quinteffence  of  duft  ?  man*  deflghts  not  me, — 
nor  woman  neither-,  though,  by  your  fmiling,  you 
feem  to  fay  fo. 

Rof.   My  lord,  there  was  no  fuch  fluff  in  my 
thoughts. 

Ham.  Why  did  you  laugh  then,  when  I  &xdMdn 
detigbis  not  me? 

Rof.   To  think,  my  lord,  if  you  delight  not  in 
man,  what  lenten  entertainment  7  the  players  ihall  re* 
,  ceive  from  you :  we  coted  them  on  the  way  *  \  and 
hither  are  they  coming,  to  offer  you  fervice. 

Ham. 

fully  imagined  to  hide  the  true  caufe  of  bis  diforder  from  the 
peaetration  of  thefe  two  fHends,  who^  were  fet  over  him  at 
ipies^     Warburton, 

•  — /A/j  hrofve  aver-hoHging  firmament,]  Thus  the  quarto. 
The  folio  reads,  —  this  brave  o'er-hanging,  this  &c.     Stee  v£ns. 

7  .-./rmm  entertainmtnt]  i  e.  fpanng,  like  the  entertainments 
given  in  Lent*    So,  in  the  Dukis  Miflrefs^  by  Shlrly,  1631 : 
"  —  to  maintain  you  with  bi&et, 
**  Poor  John,  and  half  a  livery,  to  read  moral  virtue 
**  And /r«/ra  ledtures,"    Steevens. 

•  Wk  coted  tbim  on  the  vaay^ — ]  To  e»te  is  to  overtah.  I 
raititt  with  this  word  in  The  Retwn  fiom  Famajfus^  a  comiedy, 
x6o6  : 

**  —  many  we  prefemly  iottd  and  outftripl  them.** 

Iha^ 
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Haw*  H^  that  plays  the  king,  fliall  be  welcome^ 
his  majefty  (hall  have  tribute  of  me:  the  advemurom 
knight  ihall  ufe  his  foil^  and  target:  the  lover  (hall 
not  ligh.  gratis;  the  humorous  man  9  fhall  end  hts 
part  in  peace:  the  clown  fliall  make  thofe  laugh*  . 
whofe  lungs  are  qckled  o*  the  fere ;  and  <  the  lady 

Ihave  obfenrcd  the  fame  verb  to  be  ufed  in  feveral  more  of 
the  old  playsi»  So^  in  the  Second  Part  pf  Marfton't  Antom^  and 
MeBda,  1602 :  * 

**  — —  quick  obfervation  feud  ^* 

"  To  ccte  the  plot.** 

AgMO)  in  our  author's  AT.  Heary  VL  P,  III  J 

**  Whofe  haughty  fpirit,  winged  with  defirc, 
*«  Will  cote  rpy  crown." 
Again,  in  the  23d  Song  of  Drayton^s  Polyolbion: 

«  Which  dog  firft  turns  the  hare,  which  firft  the  other  coats? 
i.  c.  outftrips  the  other  in  the  courfe. 
Again,  in  Warner's  Albims  England^  i6oa,  book  6.  chap.  30  :- 
**  Was  of  the  gods  and  goddefl'es  for  wantonnefs  OMX-catedJ* 
Again,  in  Drant*s  tranllation  of  Horace's  fatires,  1^67': 
**  For  he  that  thinks  to  coat"^  men,  and  all  to  overgoe'.** 
Chapman  has  more  than  once  ufed  the  word  in  his  verlion  of  the 
a3d  Iliad.  ... 

in  the  laws  of  courfing,  fays  Mr.  Toilet,  «  a  cote  is  when  a 
greyhound  goes  endways  by  the  fide  of  his  fellow,  and  gives  the 
hare  a  turn.**    This  quotation  feems  to  point  out  the  etymology  ' 
•f  the  verb  to  be  from  the  French  coti^  the  fide,    St  e  e  v  e  n  s. 

•  — Jball  end  bis  part  in  peace :"]  .  After  thefe  words  the  folio  adds, 
the  chixnJbaU  make  thofe  laugh  whoje  luvgs  are  tickled  0^  th^  Jhe. 

Wareurton. 
This  pafiage  I  haire  omitted,  for  the  fame  reafon,  I  fuppofe,  as 
the  other  editors  :  I  do  not  underftand  it.     Johnson. 

The  clown  Jhall  make  thofe  laugh 'vohafe  lungs  are  tickled  ^  tlj  fere, 
i.  e.  thofe  who  are  afthmatical,  and  to  whom  laughter  is  moil 
uneafy.  .  This  is  the  cafe  (as  I  am  told)  with  thoic  whofe  lunj's  arc 
tickled  by  the  y?r/  oxjerumi  but  about  this  paifage  Lam  neither 
very  confident,  nor  very  (blicitous. 

The  woTd\/eare  occurs  as  unintelligibly  in  an  ancient  Diahgtu 
letweene  the  Comen  Secretary  andjclovjjy^  touchynge  the  unfablenes  of 
barlottes^  bl.  1.  no  date : 

**  And  wyll  byde  whyfperynge  in  the  eare, 
"  Thynke  ye  her  tayle  is  not  lyght  ofthefeare!* 
TYit  fere  is  likewife  a  part  about  a  hawk.     Stee  vents. 
*  — /^  lady  fhalU  &c.)    The  hdy  Jhall  hanfe  no  olflru^ion^  ^left 
from  the  lamenefs  of  the  verfe.    Johnson. 

7  fliall 
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4hz\\  fay  her  mind  freely,  or  the  blank  v(de  A^Ufaatl 
ibr*t. — What  players  arc  they  ? 

Rof.  Even  thofe  you  were  wofit  to  tfiJ^e  fuch  da- 
ylight in^  the  tragedians  of  the  city* 

Ham.  How jc£anoes  it^  they  tra9<el  ?  theirrefidenctj 
'both  in  repatatfon  4ind  profit/ wdg  bttucp  both  miys. 

Ro/.  1 1  think,  their  inhibition  comes  by  the  niean^ 
of  the  late  innovation. 

Ham.  Do  they  hold  the  fame  eftimation  they  die} 
when  I  was  in  the  city?  Are  they  fo  followed  > 

Rof.  No,  indeed,  they  are  not. 

*  [Hami  How  comes  it  ?  Do  they  grow  rqfty  ? 

^  /  t/jttti,  their  inUhiUM^    I  fancy  this  is  tranfpaf^ :  Hamlet 
„f p.qyires  oot  abotit  an  inhihitiotiy  but  40  iwmHUimf^ ;   the  anfwec 
therefore  probably  was,  I  think^.their  i^novatipp,  that  is^  their  Jiievr 
prg^^ipc  of  ilrolli^g,  ^cam^s-  ^  means  cf  the  ia^e  iahibitipn* 

i  ■  JOHNAOV. 

'  "!rhe  4nft  of  H^ml^t's  queflloQ  \appears  to  .be  thi8.-*4iow 

('Ch^tvces  it  they  tvavel } — u  e*  Ho^  happens  it  that  th^  are  iecme 

j^'roUers  fr-rTheir  refidencei  both  in  reputatioa  andprq^,  was  better 

both  ways.— !•  c.  to  have  remained  in  a  fettled  theatre^  was  the  mort 

,  bp^mrcdfle  ,as  nx^l  qi  -the  mare  lucrative  fiuatiqn.     To  this,  ^9fbn- 

crantz  replies — ^Their  inhibition  comes  by  means  of  the  late  iir? 

novation.'^^  c.  their  perfflijpon.  to  a^  a^r^.  bigger  at  an  eftahUJbed 

houfe  is  taken  awt^^  in  ctnjequence  of  the  N^w  CUSXPM  ^ifUroduci^g 

perjondl  dibuje  into  their  ^medies.     Several  companies  of  adon  id 

the  time  of  our  author  were  iilenced  on  acppuA^  of  this  licentious 

practice.     See  a  dialogue  between  Comedy  and  Ewvy  at  the  con- 

/ctufion  of  Mucedorus,  i59S»  as  well  .as  the  Preludium  to4^ji0|i^^ 

'  W^  the  Jovial  Philofopher^  K^JP)  from,  wbeoce  the  following  puiiage 

jt  taken :    "  Shews  having  been  long  intermitted  and  forbidden  iy 

authority,  for  their  ahufes^  could  not  be  raifed  bqt  by  cpnjurlng.^ 

^erj)  enters,  whipped  by  two  furies,  ai^d  the  prologue  £iy^  to  )fxX\ 

"  — with  tears  walh  off  that  gqilty  |in, 

♦*  Purge  out  thofe  ilUdigefted  dregs  of  wit, 

♦*  Tl^at  ufc  their  ipk  to  blot  a  fpotlrfs  name : 

^*  Let's  have  no  oxi^  particular  ^^^  traduc'd-jaf 

*  ««  fpare  thc/«^«j&c.**     ' 

Alteration  therefore  in  the  order  of  the  words  feems  to  i>e  quttp 
vnneccflaiy.    Steevens?    - 

*  The  lines  endofed  in  crotchets  ^re  fn  the  folio  of  1623,  buf 
AQt  in  the  quano  pf  t6j7^  nor^  I  A>pp9&)  vc^  WJ  of  the  quartos* 
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'  jflof  Nay,  their  endeavour  keeps  in  the  wonted 
pace  :  But  there  is^  fir,  an  aiery  of  children,  5  little 
cyafcsi  that  4  cry  out  oh  the  top  of  queftion,  and 

s  -*tf»  .^ety  rfchlldfen^  &c.]  Relating  to  die  play-hodes  then 
'cnntcnctin^,.  the  Bankfide^  thtFartttte^  &Ci  played  by  thft  chikWn 
-of  hw  m^jcfty's  ch^pel^     Pope.  ...    ,; 

It  relates  to  the  young  iinging  men  of  St.  Pawl^s,  coricerniog 
whofe  performances  and  luccew  in  attra(5l?ng  the  beft  company,  *  I 
find  the  following  parfTage  in  Jack  Drunfs  Entfrtairuhknt^  6r 
fq/^vif  and  Kathevine,  i()Oi 'i 

*'  I  faw  tbp  cbijdren  ^Powks  1^  night ; 
*'  And  trotji  they  pleas'd  me  jjretty,  pretty  well, 
**  The  apes,  in  time,  will  *do  it  handlbmelyt    . 
^:*M  like  tbe^udien<:e  that  frequeateth  there       «    - 
*'  With  m^^J^'fp^/ir  a  m^o  ihall  npt  be  choak7d. 
*^  With  the  ftench  of  garlick,  nor  be  palled  ; 

*•*  To  the  barmy  jacket  of  a  beer- brewer. 
— "  *TiB  Si  good  gentle  audience^  &c.** 
It  18  faid  in  Richard  Tlecknoe's' 56^/  Dlfcourfe  of  the  Englijh 
'  0^9  ^^7^  '  ^^^\  *^  ^^b  the  children  of  the .  c)iappeV  antf  St. 
Paul's,  acted  playes,  the  one  in  White-Frier's,  the  other  behin(l© 
the  Convocation-hQufe  in  Paul's;  till  people  growing  more  pre- 
cife,  and  playes  more*  Trcentious,  the  "theatre  oi  Paul's  was  tjuite 
'  iupprdll,  and  thbt  ^of  ahe  childrenx>f  f  he  chi^pel  converted  to  thf 
life  of  the  children  of  the  revela.'*    Srk  evens.  .   / 

laittle  Yafes,  t/?at  cry  out  on   the  top  of  queftion^'"-^']      The 
poet  here  fie^s  out  gf  his  fuhject  to  give  a  J^  at  home,  and  (neer 
'  at  the  prevailing  6(hion  of  following  plays  perfdrmed  by  the  chil- 
dren of  the  chape},  and  abandoning  the  eftablifhed  theatres.    6ut 
;  why  are  they  called  liftJe  Yafes  ?    As  he  firft  calls  'em  an  Aiay  of 

•  chiMren  (now,  an  j4iery  or  Eyeiy  is  a  hawk's  or  eagle's  neft) ;  there 
'Is  not  the  leail  queftion  but  we  ought  to  reftore little  Eyafes ; 

i.  e.  young  neftlings,  creatures  juft  out  of, the  egg.    Theobald. 
^,  in  the  Booke  pf  HauJtyng^  &c.  bl.  1.  no  date:     "  And  fo 

•  bycaufe  the  beft  knowledge  is  by  the  eye^  they  be  callcd'ryr^^Jri 
*Ye  may  alfo  knowean  eyejfe  by  the  palenefs  of  the  feres  of  her 

Icggcs,  or  the  fere  over  the. beake."    Steevens.  .     * 

•♦  -f  cry  out  on  the  tofiof  queftion^ — ]    The  meaning  fecms  to  Ijc, 

•  they  sdk  a  common'qtifeftion  in  the'  highelV  notes  of  the  v6icc. 

Jo  H  NTS  ON% 

*>  1  believe  quefiim^  mthis  place,  as  in  many  others,  figriines  coin- 
'werjationy  dialogue.  •  So,  in  Tl^c  Merchant  of  Venice :  '*  i.  .  ]  T^hlnk 
*'  you  queftion  with  a  Jew."    .The  meaning  of  the  pflage  may 

* 'therefore  be — Children  tlp»t  perpetually  recite  in  the  bighejt  ««^/ff,^ 
v^ice  tffat  cun  he  tattred;^    8TE-ErEJ5s;      *'  '^       '* 

arc 
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ar^  moft  tyrannically. clapped  for't:  thcfc  are  now 
the  tafhion  ;  and  fo  beratde  the  common  ftages,  ^fo 
tbty  call  them)  that  nnany,  wearing  rapiers,  arc  afraid 
of  goofc  quills,  and  dare  fcarce  cottic  thither. 

Ham*  What,  are  they  children  ?  Who  aiaintains 
•em?  how  arc  they  4.efcoted  ?  ^  Will  they  puritie 
the  quality  no  longer  than  they  can  fing  ?  will  they 
not  fay  afterwards,  if  they  (hould  grow  themfelves  t;o 
common  players,  (as  it  is  moft  like  ^  if  their  'mrans 
are  no  better)  their  writers  do  them  wrong,  to  make 
them  exclairti  againft  their  own  fucceflioll  7? 

Kof.  'Faith,  there  has  been  much  to  do  on  both 
fides  ;  and  the  nation  holds  it  no,  fin,  to  tarre  tberh  on . 
to  controverfy  ^ :  There  was,  for  a  while,  no  money 
bid  for  argUtrient,  unkfs  the  poet  and  the  player  went 
to  cuffs  in  the  queftion. 

Ham.  Is  it  poflible? 

Guil.  O,  there  has  been  much  throwing  about  of 
brains.  -  '    "    *:  '    '^ 

Ham.  Do  the  boys  carry  it  away  ? 

Rof.  Ay,  t*at  they  do,  my  lordj  9  Hercules  and 
his  load  too.]      ■'] 

*  —  ejcotedf]  Paid.  From  the  French  g^tf/,  a  (hot  or  reckon* 
ing.    Johnson.      ^ 

*  Will  iheypurjue  the  quality  no  hnger  than  they  cakjlfg?']  WjB 
they  follow  the />rofe0cn  of  players  no  longer  than  they  keep  the 
voices  of  boys  ?  So  afterwards  he  fays  to  the  player,  Come^  give  m 
a  tqfie  efyour  quality  ^  comCy  a pajponatejpcecb.    Johnson. 

*  ^-  moft  //^^,-^J    The  old  copy  reads,  7—  like  moft.  Steeycns* 
^  —  their  'Wr iters  (lu  them 'wrongs  &c.]    I  fiiould  have  bcenvciy 

much  furpriied  if  I  h^d  not  found  Ben  Jonfbn  among  the  writerf 
here  alluacd.td.    Steevens. 

*  —  to  tarre  them  on  to  controver/y.']  To  provoke  any  fnimal 
to  rage,  is  to  tarre  him.  The  word  is  faid  to  come  from  the  Gmk 
rtt^ca.    Johnson.  '   '" 

*  —  Hercules  an  J  his  had  too."]  i.  e,  they  no*  only, cs^  away 
the  world,  but  the  world-bearer, too :  alluding  to  the  uoiy  of  Hcr- 
culcs's  relieving  Atlas.    This  is  humorous.     WAasuRXON.    . 

The  allufion  may  be  to  the  Globe  pkyhoufe,  on  the  l^anklid^ 
the  fign  of  which  was  Hercules  carrying  the  Globe.    3 T£ EVENS. 

Ham. 
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Ham.  »  It  is  not  very  ftran^ :  for  my  uncle  is 
king  of  Dei?mark.;  and  thofe,  that  would, make 
mouths  at  him  while  my  father  liv*d,  give  twenty, 
forty,  fifty,  an  hundred  ducats  a-piece,  for  his  pidure 
in  little  *.  There  is  fomcthing  '  in  this  more  than 
natural,  if  philofophy  could  find  it  out. 

[Plourijh  of  trumpets. 

Gufl.  There  are  the  players. 

Him*  Gentlemen,  you  are  welcome  to'  Elfinour. 
Your  hands.  Come  then :  the  appurtenance  of  wel- 
come is  fafhion  and  ceremony :  4  let  me  comply  with 
you  in  this  garb;  left  my  extent  to  the  players,  which, 
1  tell  you,  muft  Ihew  fairly  outward,  (hould  more 
appear  like  entertainment  than  yours.  You  are  wel- 
come :  but  my  uncle-father,  and  aunt-mother^  are 
deceived. 

GtdL  In  what,  my  dear  lord  ? 

Ham.l^m  but  mad  north-north- weft :  when  the 
wind  is  foutherly  5,  I  know  a  hawk  from  a  bajid-faw^. 

Enter 

*  //  is  not  'very  firangi :  for.  mine  uncle^^']  I  do  not  wonder  that 
the  new  players  have  fo  fuddenly  rilen  to  reputation,  my  uncle  fup- 
piies  anotKer  example  of  the  facility  with  which  honour  is  conferred 
upon  new  claimanu*    Johnson. 

*  •—  in  UttU»'\  i.  €•  in  miniature.    So,  in  the  Nohle  SoUier^  1634; 

*^  The  perfcaion  of  all  Spaniards,  Mar»  in  UnU:^ 
Again,  in  Drayton's  Shepherd^ s  Sirena : 

.   *•  Paradife  in  link  done." 
Again,  in  Maffinger^s  Nfw  'way  ta pa^  old  dehts: 

'*  His  father's  piclure  in  ifttU,^*    St  re  yens. 

3  There  is  fomething — j  I'he  old  editions  read, — ^ibkod^  there 
is,&c.     St££V£NS. 

4  —  igtme  comply—]    Hanmer  reads,  Ltt  me  compliment  %'itb 

you,      JOHKSON. 

*  ff'hen  the  wind  is  foutherly,  Csfc]     So,  in  Damon  and  Pythias^ 

**  But  I  perceive  now,  either  the  ^nde  is  at  thefouth^ 
*♦  Or  elfie  your  tuiige  gleaveth  to  the  rcoiFe  of  your  mouth/* 

Steevens. 

f  —  IhtuFOi  a  hawk  from  a  band-frdLu"]     This  was  a  common 

proverbial  fpeech.     The  Oxford  Editor  alters  it  to,  I  knoiv  a  ba^vk 

faom  an  hernjbmj^  ^  if  the  other  had  been  a  corruption  ot  the 

Vqu  X.  '  S  players; 
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Enter  Pohmui.  "  '        * 

Pol.  Well  be  with  you,  gentlemen! 

Ham.  Hark  you,  Guildendern  ;— and  you  coo;— 
at  each  ear  a  hearer:  That  great  bahy,  you  fee  tlicre, 
is  not  yet  out  of  bis  fwadling- clouts. 

Rof  Haply,  he's  the  fecond  time  com«  to  them ; 
for,  they  fay,  an  aid  man  is  twice  a  child,, 
.   Ham.  I  will  prophefyj  he  comes  to  teU  tnc  of  the 
jplayers  ;  mark  it, — You  fay  right,  fir:  on'  monday 
morning;  'twas  then,  indeed..  .      / 

Pol.  My  lord,  I  hi^ye  jnpws  to  tell  .you. . 

Ham.  My  lord,  I  have  news  to  tell  jou.-r-WheB 
Rofcius  was  an  after  in  liome^- — ^  ,      \ 

Pol.  The  adtors  are, cowe  hither,  my  loixJ. 

Ham.  'Buz,  buz!  >   .      .  •  .  -  •    ^    .. 

PoL  Upon  mine  hoijour,—  .,,  .       ..>.     ^    .,.,,f 
'  Ham..  ^,'J'ben  came  each  a5Jor  on  bis  afsy^ 

Pol  The  bed  afiorg  in,  the  yorld,  i?i;jb€r  for  Xfa- 

.gedy,   comedy,   hirtory,    padoral,    paftoraKcomical, 

hiftorical-paftoral,  [^ tragicaihiftorical,  tfagical-c6mi- 

player*!  -whereas  the  poet  r<Mmcl  the  proverb'  tlwas.torniipted  is  the 
mouths  of  the- people:  fg  that  this  critic's'  aheration  only  ftr^es  to 
•  ihe w  11 3  the  origl  hhI  o  f  t  he  exprefTif >n.     VV a  n  a  u  i^  ton-  .      /p     .' 

Siiiiilarity  ot  Ibund  is  the  Iburce  of  many  literary  corruptions. 
In  Holborn  WQ  have  illll  the  fign  o(  <ht  Bull  and  Gafr,  which  cs- 
bibiti  but  an  o4d  combination  of  images.  It  was  origi/iBiHy  (rw  I 
learn  t'rpm  thetWe  |>age'ofanoki  pUy)  iht^  Bulhgnr  Gate,  i.V.ibnc 
of  the?  gates  oi  ifiM/Ugrie;  ifeCgncci  perhaps  as  a  complimetit  to 
'  IfenryVIII.-wh^  took  that  place  rjn  1544.  .   .,, 

The  BtMogn,^?nQutb^  now  the  Bull  and  Mouthy  had  probably  the 
la j)ie  ^igi a,;i« , e<^  tho-imduth  'of  t^jUfarhokr  ifBfdlf^nt.    -St e^e  v E  NS, 

'  Bu^y  W/rr*}    Mere  idje  caik,  the  bi^  ot  <hc  vulgar. 

.     r-.  •.i:'!^    f    '.  \:       r'    ■.         •"*.■•..     r  JoHNSON. 

BuA^  iu^  !  aif,.  I  believe,  o^ily  int^jc(ftionsv.employed  to  inter- 
rupt t^ploniuev?  .B..Jonjron.,g<ies  them  often  for-tbefihme  pAirpofe,  as 
well  as  Middleton,  in  A  Mad  ff^dM^fty  MafierJyfk^f^.  -  6tee  vens. 
^  T/jt^n  came^  &c.]     This   fcems  to  be  a  line  of  a  ballad. 

...  '.'    \     '  —  /     •.  *    '.     *  Johnson. 

»  — tragical  kQ^I    The  words  within  the  crotchets  1  have  ic- 

covered  from  the  folio,  and  fee  no  reafon  ir-by  they  were  hitherto 

I  omitted. 
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c^U  hiftorical-paftoral,]  .fcenc  undividable,  or  poem 
unlimited  :  ^  Seneca  cannot  be  too  heavy,  norPlauru$ 
too  light;  *  For- the  law  of  writ,  and  the  liberty, 
thefe  arfe  the  6rfy  men.  •  ''    ^ 

Hnmi  O  yipl>^bay  ju^c'ef  Ifrael^-^'lKfhzt  a  trea- 
fore  had  ft- thou  !^     .    .    i-      ' 

Pal.  Whitti  treafutie'  had  he,  my'  lordf 

Ham.  WHy,-^-^^/tf/y  ddugbter^  md  'no  more, 

-''  ^  T&hi:^klk  bd  lovei pspn^ii;dli       '   •' 

P&t.  Scrll  dri  mf  daujghtef. '  *'       •       ' ;         ^^J/de. 

Ham.  Am  I  not  i'  tffe  rfgHt,  old- Jephtha? 

Pol.  If  ^ou  call  me  Jfephtha,'  niy;  lord;- 1  have  9 
^didi/^ht(»i  thatl  love  puffing  iveik-  '  '  V^'- 

Ham.  Nay,  that  follo^/^s 'not.        "    ^' 

Po/.  -What  foHb^s  th«i%V  ffty  lord'?- 

//^»>.  '  Why,  as  By  /<9/,  G<?^  w^/,-^and  then,  you 

know,  //  cfime  to  pafs^  ^Jii'  mojl  Me  it  tvas^ — 4  The 

--^-    *^       ^  ^  -  firft 

'oWiittctt.  \ There  are  'hiihi^  playsr  oF  the  age,  if  hot  af  Shakefpcnre, 

that  aniWir  to  thefe  ddcriiptionft.     S t  e  ^  Ve  p*5  . 

^ ,  Senfc^;  cimitofxit  too  Mm^^^  nor  Plaufm  too.  l^ght,^    The  tra» 

gedies  of  Seneca  were  tranllated  into  EngliQi  by  Tho.  Newton, 
"Cnd  publiihed  in  1581,  One  comedy  ot  Plautus,  vl%.  the  Me- 
.  w^r/^w?,  m«as>Mfce^ile  tranftatedan'd  publiflied  in- 1595.  St eeven&, 
.'  -;*  .^or  ihs  //m'dfwrit,  ^«^  tbi^ liberty,  thefe  are  the  only  men.]     All 

the  moderti  ed^riotii  have,  iJbe  lanjj  ofvo'it^  and  tbt' liberty  ;  bat  bot^i 

.tny  old 'copies  haiie,  'the  laivofwut^  I  believe  rightly,     /^r;/,  for 

'*^fUtngi;  ctmipofiUsn,  Wit  w^s  not," 'in  our  authot's  time,  takea 
'  ciihe'r  i^ .imtfgirtmUn.^  or  achtmejs^  or  both  together^  but  ior-untler* 
-jianding;  fop  the  faculty  by  which  '\t^e  appfebind  and  judge.    Thofti 

1  who  wrote-  of  the  hunvan  tniiid,  diftingmihed  if^  prfmary  powers 

i  luo  wiV  and  w/7/.     Afcham  diitmguiOi(?s  %'j  of  rardy  and  or  aiStive 
J ■  Ijiaculties  \\xio  ^uick  'voits  and  Jloia  <tw>j.     Jo hn s on, 
,        ^  Why,  </^4v^^^  G^«3^t«(7/ — 'Ac:  J     The  old  I'oog  from  which 

*  thefef  oifottrtioinfi'  are  taken,  I  coirimunicated  to  Dr.  Percy,  \#bo 
.    has  honoured  it 'with  a  place  in  the  fecond  and  third  ediiions  pf 

>hi«  ReUqHei  <f  anckut  Engl/Jb  Poisiry.  In  ihe  books  belonging  to 
c .  the  Staiaoneri' Company;  ti? ere  is  a  late  enjty  of  this  Ballad  amo^ig 

others-.    ''  Jfff^J^g,^^ If^^  P*  93-  ^^^*  *^^«  ^^^*  M»  ^624. 

'     ^  '  Steeyeiw. 

'  ^-^J*  ^^«J  <:Atf;v/i«-^]     It  i«  pon^  c  anjhns  !»  the  firft  folio  e4i- 

':tkific?  1  Tht^  did 'ballads  fung  on  bridges,  and  from  thence  ca^ie^ 

'Fmpcb^ifufii.     Hartili?i  u  hei*  repeatii  g  endj  pf  old  longs,  Fcj?^, 

S  ;?  Ik 
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26o  HAMLET, 

firft  row  of  the  pious  chanfon  will  Ihcw  you  more; 
for  look,  where  5  my  abridgment  comes. 

Enfer  four  or  Jive  Players^ 

You  are  welcome,  matters;  welcome,  all : — I  am 
glad  to  fee  thee  well: — welcome,  good  friends. — O, 
old  friend !  Why,  thy  face  is  valanc'd  fince  I  faw 
thee  laft;  Com'ft  thou  to  beard  me  in  Denmark  ?^-^ 
What!  my  young  lady  and  miftrefs ! ,  By-*r-lady, 
your  ladyfhip  is  nearer  to  heaven,  than  when  I  faw 
you  laft,  ^  by  the  altitude  of  a  chioppine.     Pray 

God, 

It  is  pons  chanfons  in  the  qmrto  too.  I  know  hot  whence  the 
rubric  has  been  brought,  yet  it  has  not  the  appearance  of  an  ar- 
bitrary addition.  The  titles  of  old  ballads  were  never  printed 
red ;  but  pet-haps  rulric  may  fl^hd  for  marginal  e^tfiantaion. 

JoHNSOfT* 

There  are  fire  large  vols.  o£  ballads  in  Mr.  Pcpys's  coUcdion 
in  Magdalen  college  library,  Cambridge,  fome-  aa  ancient  a& 
Henry  VlFs  reign,  and  not  one  red  letter  upon  any  one  of  the 
titles.    Gray. 

the  firft  row  of  the  RUBRtt  w///,  &c.]  The  words,  of  tU 
rubric  were  firft  inferred  by  Mr.  Rowe,  in  his  edition  in  1 709. 
The  old  quartos  in  1604,  1605,  and  161  r,  rtzA  pious  ehanfon^  which 
gives  the  lenfe  wanted,  and  I  have  accotdingly  inferted'tt«in  the  text. 

The  pious  char^ons  were  a  kind  of  Chriftmas  carols^  containing 
•fome  fcriptural  hiftory  thrown  into  loofe  rhimes,  and  fufig  about 
the  ftreets  by  the  common  people  when  thejp  went  at  thap  leafon 
to  folicit  alms.  Hamlet  is  here  repeating  Ibme  icrapa  fiom  a  ibng 
•  of  this  kind,  and  when  Pblonius  enquires  what-  follows  thefe,  he 
refers  Him  to  iYit  firft  rovj  (e,  r.  divifion)  of  onfc  of  ibefe,  /  tO' ob- 
tain the  information  he  wanted.     Steevens.  1 

5  '--"'^my  ahridgment — ]He  calls  the  players  aft^rwardia,  1(/^ 
htief  chronicles  of  the  time ;  but  I  think  he-  now  meanfr  ool)^  thofe 
ivho 'Jjilljhor ten  ffty  talk.     jfoHNSON".  >  «      i, 

An  cirldgemctit  is  ufed  for  a  dramatic  piece  in  tho  MtM^ummer 
Night's  Dn?am^  A6X^*    Sc.  i.  »  :>/w.;.    ,.|| 

**  Say  what  abridgment  have  you  for  thii«v^ing?*>^\^ 
but  it  does  not  commodiouliy  apply  to  this  paffagc^*  SqcREiciiks. 

*  — by  the  altififde  of  a  chiappi/a,]  A  thikppim  ii  »iiigttrfhoC 
worn  by  the  Italians,  as  in  1  ho.  Hey  wood's  Cbatlmgt*  of.'BeSfitf^ 
A^t  5.     Song.  •  .    .  .      . 

-   .  -  "The 
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Gody  your  votce^  like  a  pkce  of  uncurrent  gold,  7  be 
not  crack'd  within  the  ring. — Mailers,  you  are  all 
Welcome.  We*ll  e'en  to't  ^  like  French  falconers,  fly 
Ht  any  thing  we  fee:  Well  have  a  Ipeech  ftraight : 

Th^  Italian  in  her  high  chopeene^ 

Scotch  lafs  and  lovely  ifroe  too ; 
The  SpanHh  Donna,  French  Madame, 
(Hb  doth  not  feai«  to  go  to.  y    .  \ 

So,  in  9^^  jQiif>n'8  Q^iubufs  Ravels: 

**  i  do  wiih  mvifelf  one  of  my  miftrefs*8  C^^/V,**  Another  de- 
mands, wiy  would  he  be  one  of  his  miftrefs*s  Cioppinif  a  third 
anfwers,  **  becaufe  he  would  make  her  higher*** 
•  hgaan^  in  Decker's  Mttch  tnt  in  London^  1631 :  **  I'm  only 
ta)(^^  inftrutStions  to  make  her  a  lower  Chofeene ;  (he  finds  fault 
that  (he*s  Jifted  too  high." 

Agfaio,  in  Chapman's  Cafar  and  Pompeyy  1631 : 

**  —  and  thou  (halt 
>     ^'  Hav^  Chopims  at  commandemenc  to  any  height 

*>\Of  life  thou  canft  wife."    Stee  vens. 
-  7  ^^  he  not  crac^d  ijoithin  the  ring,"]     That  is,  cracked  loo  much 
fit.  tt/h-i  This  is  fald  to  a  young  player  who  a^ted  the  parts  of 
women.    Johnson* 

I  £nd  the  fame  phrafe  in  The  Caftain,  by  B.  and  Fletcher; 

*'  Come  to  be  married  to  my  lady's  wom^, 
s..   ..  ♦f.  After  (he's  cracked  in  the  ring. 
Again,  in  Ben  Jonfon's  Mastic  Lady: 

.    .    ^*  Light  gold,  and  rr^fiJV  w//Z>/» //^f  n'/f^.** 
Again,  in  R/tm^Alky^  or  Meny  Tricks ^  16 1 1 : 
•*  —  not  a  penny  the  worfe 
**  For  a  little  ufe,  'ivhole  Kvitbin  the  ring. 
Again,  in  Decker'$  HMefl  Whore^  1635  •    "  You  will  ftot  tet 
.iay  oaths  be  cracked  in  the  ring^  will  you?     Steevens, 

,  •  '^Uke  iixxtvi^y  falconers^^']  Hapmer,  who  has  much  illuftrated 
the  alluiions  to  falconry,  reads,  like  French  .falconers.    Johnson. 

French  falconers  is  not  a  correlation  by  llanmer^  but  tl\e  reading 
of  the.  firfl  folio. 

Ths>  amttfeoient  of  falconry  was  much  cultivated  in  France. 
In  AWs  well  that  ends  welly  Shakefpear  h^  introduce^  an  afiringer 
cr .  falconer  at  the  Frenqh  ^iurt.  Mr.  Toilet,  who  has  mentioned 
the  fame  circumftance,  likewife  Jjdds  that  it^js/aid  in  Sir  Thom 
Brorjjn^s  Tnt^Sy  p.  116.  that  ".  the  French  fcem  to  have  been  the 
firfl  and  nobleft  falconers  in  the  weHem  part  of  Europe  ;*'  and, 
that  the  French  king  fent  over,  his  falconers  to  (hew  that  (port  to 
^ng  James  the  firft.  See  Weldon's  Cowt  of  King  James, 

Steevens, 
3  3     ,  Come^ 
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t6t  HAMLET, 

Come,  give  us  a>tafte  bf  your  qualify ;  come,  a  paf- 
lionate  fpeech.  ^ 

'  1  Play:  What  fpeech,' my  .good  lord  ?  ' 
Ham.  I  heard  cbee  fpeak  me  a  fpeech- oiQcc, — ^but 
it  was  never  a6ted ;  or,  if  it  was^  nor  above  once : 
for  the  play,  I  retnetrxber,  pleased  not  the  million; 
*twas  9  caviare  to  the  giherdl :  but  ic  was  (as  I  re- 
ceived it,  and  others,  whofe  jijidgmfents,'an  fuch 
matters,  *  cried  in  the  top  of '  mine)  ah  excellettt 
f>lay  ;  well  digcfted  in  thfe  fcenes,'*'fct  down  with  as 

^  Caviare  fo  tije  general :)i  ,QinMYwe  i«  the  fpawn  of  fturgeon 
|>ickled,  and  is  i.mpo|-ted  hither  from  Ruffia.     Sir  J,.  Hawkins,. 

The  Ca'viare  is  not  the  fpawn  of  xh^Jiur-^em^  buf  of  th.^  Jlerleit^ 
.a  filh  of  the  lliirgeon  kind,  which  feldom  grows  aboi^e  thiny  inches 
long.  It  is  found  in  many  of  the  rivers  of  Ruffia,  'bu6  the  Volga 
preduces  the  bell  snxd  in  ih^greatrij  plenty,     .  ^  . 

S?e  Bell's  Journey  f rum  Petetjhurgh  to  I/pahan, 
B-  Jonfon  has  ridiculed  the  i£\tr.odu6tion  of  thefe  foreign  <leli- 
.cacies  in  \i\%  Cinthia^s  Revels. — '^  He  dpih  learn  to  eat  Aachovi^s, 
Macaroni",  JSovbli,  Fagioli,  and  Ca^viare^^*  &c, 
"Again^^in  the  iV/;^^i  Looking  Glafs^  by  Randolph,  1638  :. 
*'  ~  the  pleafure  that  1  take  in  fpending  it, 
**  To  feed  on  Caviare  and  ^at  anchovies/* 
^gain,*  in  the  iVhiU  Devil.,  1 6 1  i  :   •  ^  ' ' 

'  !'y    '"'         '  *^ .'  ■        one  citizen 

<*  Is  lord  of -two  feir  manors  that  call'd  you  jnafter/ 
..  "  Onlyjbr  Cx-^/V/?/' 
^giuij.  In  Marfton*s  Vl^atyou  ^jclll.^  1607  : 

**  •♦—  a  man  can  fcarce  eat  good  meat, 
**  Anchovies,  Caviare,  but  he's  fatir/jd.'''    ".  "" 
Mr>  Malone  obferves  that  lord  Clarendon  ufes  the  general  J.ot 
Ithe  people^  iii  the  fame  manner.    And  fo  by  undervaluing  mapy 
particulars  (which  they  truly  efteemed)  as  rather  10  be'c''^'nren;ed'  to 
than  that  the  general  fhouM  iutfer.*'     B.  ^.  p.  530,     Stee'vens,  * 
^  r—T  cried  in  the  top  of  vwie-^']  i.e.  whole  judgment  1  had'ihc 
)iighe{t  opinion  of,     \Vareurton*  *   ,.        '        /'' 

I  think,  it  means  only  that  \x}ere  higher  thaniriine.,    fottNSO\K'  i 
Whofe"  judgment,  in  fuch  matters,  Wiis  in  much  highei^  vogue 
Jthan  ipine.     REVisAt. 

'Pcrhaos  it  means  ('nly — whole  judgment  was  more,  clarporodfly 
idelivered  than  mine.  We  jlill  fay  of  a  bawling  a£tdr, '  that .  lie 
j^.calcs  qn  the  top  of  his  voice »     Stee\';ens, 

^  wtr^Jet  do^voil.  with  as  mjich  mo4efty-^]     ^ioJeJIyy  Tor  Jmpli'cify* 
,  .   '  '  Warburton* 
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much  modefty  as  cunning.     I  remember,  one  faid, 
there  were  no  fallers  '  in  the  lines,  to  make  the  mat- 
ter favoury ;    nor  no-  matter  in   the   pKfafe,  4  chat 
might  ipdke  t^he  author  of  affcdlion  i  vbiic  calFd  it, 
an  honeft  method ;    [as  ^  wholefome  as  fweet,  arid 
by  very  much    more   handfome   than   fine.}  '  One 
fpeech  in  it  I  chiefly  lov'd:  'twas  iEneas'  tale  to 
Dido;   and  thereabout  of  it  efpecially,   where  he 
fpeaks  of  Priam's  flaughter :  If  it  live  in  your  me- 
mory, begin  at  this  Hnc  5   Jet  me  fee,   let  me  fee  ; — 
The  rugged  Pyrrhus,   Uke  the  Hyrcanian  beajl^-^ 
^t\i  not  {o\  it  begins  with  Pyrrhus. 
.  ]^he  rugged  Pyrrhus^ — be,  whofe  fable  arms^ 
Black  as  his  purpofe^  did  the  night  refemlde 
'When  be  lay  couched  in  the  ^tinous  horfe^ — 
Hath  now  this  dread  and  black  complexion  fmea/d 

3  -^thWe  ftane,  no  fallcts,  &c.]  Such  is  the  rcadiog  of  the  M 
copies.  1  know  not  >vhy  the  later  editors  continued  to  adopt  the 
ultcration  of  Mr^  rope,  i^nd  read,, no////,  ^&c. 

Mr.  Pefe^s  alteration  may  indeed  be  in  fome  degree  fupported 
by  tJie  following  palFage  in  Drc^er'^j  Satlrcniajllx:  ^*  —  a  pre* 
parM  troop  of  gallants,  who  ihall  dilufte  evciy  unfdud  line  in 
their  fly-blown  comedies."  .  Though  the  other  phrafe  was  ufed  as 
late  as  in  the  j.ear  1665,  in  a  Banquet  of  Jcfts^  &:c.  *' — lor 
junkets,  joci  J  and  for  curious  yi/Zf^/j,  fales."     Steevens, 

**  — -  tlnit  might  indite   t}j<  author'^']    Indite^  for  conviB, 

,     ,  Warburton. 

^'^  indite  the  Author  of  afl'^Itm ;"]  i,  e.  convict  the  author  of 
being  a  fantallical  affected  wrireV.  Maiia  calls  Malvolio  an  af 
fcHioned  afs,  /.  e,  an  affeSlcd  als  ;  and,  in  Lo-ve^s  hahours  I^oflf 
Naihamd  tells  tHe  Pedant,  that  his  rcafons  *'  have  .'been  ivi'ty  'J:ith' 
o»/ ^ifeiftior?^".. 

<,    jAij^m,  iu  the  tranflation  of  CaflJ^Uone's  Courtier^  by  Hotby, 
i^£oi    "  Among  the  chiefe  conditions  aixi  qualityes  in  a  waiting 
gentlewoman,"  is.**  to  ftee  affefiion  orcurioiiry.'*     Steevens. 
_.j  *^,  — ,2>jrit  caWd  it^  •  afi  hmcft  methody--T'\     Hamlet  is  telling  l«)w 
mtich  his' judgment  ditftred  from  thai  of  others.     One  [aid ^  t}?ere 
ma^^fo^jpilt  in  i^he  lines ^  &c.  hut  called  it  an  hcueft  method..  "  Tlie  au- 
jJ^oi[ .  jprobatly  g3 ve^  It,  But  i  cal'ed  it  an  honeft  method^  Ud  Jb  H  N  son. 
.    —an^onejl  thethod^ — J     HoneJ}\\oxchafte,     War  Bi)  a  ton.". 
^^  .^:  r-i'vjf^iefome  &«.]      This   paflage  was    recovered   fioni  .the 
9  Wtos  by  Dr.  John  fon,     Steevens. 
k:*;.  -  S  4  With 
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fFifb  heraUry  more  difntah^  bead  to  foot 

.  Nqw  U  he  total  guks  7 ;  horridly  trick* d 
With  blood  of  fathers^  mothers^  dau^hters^  fons ; 
Bal^d  andimpa^id  with  the  parching  ftreets, 
^hat  lend  a  tyrannous  and  a  damned  light 
To  their  lord^s  murder :  Roajiedinwratb^  andfire^ 

.   And  thus  o^er-pzed  with  coagulate  gore^ 
With  ges  like  carbumles^  the  helUfif  Fyrrbm^ 
Old  grand/ire  Priam  feeks  t^-^-^^So,  proceed  you. 
FoL  IFqrc  Go^,  my  lord,  well  fpoken  i  with  good 

accent,  and  good  difcretion. 

I   Play.  Anon  be  finds  bint^     <  »  • 

Striking  too  fhort  at  Qheks ;  his  antique  fmord^ 
Rebellious  to  his  (irm,  lies  where  it  faUs^ 
Repugnant  to  command:  Unequal  matcVdi 
Pyrrhus  at  Priam  drives*,  in  rage^Jirikes  wide\ 
But,  with  the  whiff  and  wind  of  his  fell  fword 
J'he  unnerved  father  fath.     ^ben  fenfelefs  lltUMy  • 
Seeming  to  feel  this  bloWj  with  flaming  top 
Stoops  ?S'i;is  ^bdfei  and  with  a  hideous  crafh 
Takes  prifonePfyrrhus'*  ear :  for,  lo^  hisfwot 
Which  was  declining  on  the  milky  bead 
Of  reverend  Priam,  feem^d  i'  the  air  to  flick : 
So,  as  a  painted  tyrant,  Pyrrhus  flood  \ 

'^J/ind,  like  a  neutral  to  his  will  and  matter^  ■ 

J^'i  Nothing. 
But,  as  we  often  fee,  againjl  fome  ftorm, 

-    AfiHefxe  in  the  heavens,  the  rack  Jiandftill^  -    '  ^ 
.  The  bold  winds  fpeechlefs,  and  the  orb  iefo^^^   ^' 
uis.hujh  asdeaib:  anon^  the  dreadful  thunder  .    -. 

^  NiTM  is  he  tola!  gules;]'  Quics  \s  a  term"  in  tlie  barbarous 
jargon  peciift^r  to  lieraldry,  and  fignifies  re  J,     Sh^^efpcare  'Ws  it 
^   a^jain  in  Ti?iton.:    ,, 

'  '  '  "  With  man's  blood  paint  tJiegroui:;d;^»i5fjr,^/rj.*''  , 

Hey  wood,  in  his  Second  rart  of  the  Iron  Jge,  has  niade  a%b 
YrciTi  it :  '^ 


<«  —  old  Hecuba's  reverend  locks  '^^^' 

«*'Bc^rJVin"ila']ghtcr,**--i    Steevens."      '*''"    '' 
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t)oib  rend'  the  regi<^ :  S&^  afier  Pyrrbus^  P^Hfi^ 
V  J  roufed  i^engsance  feis  bim  ndw  a-wori  I 
And  never  did  the  Cyclops*  bammtrs  fall 
On  M^rs^i  rnmoHrj  forg'd  for  tf^ofttirmt 
Witb  lefi.r^emorfe  tban  Fyrrbus'  bleeding fivord  , 

Nom.fqUs^m  Priam.^ 

Outy  out  J  tbou  ftrumpjst  Fortune  1  AUyougodtf 
In  gHteral  Jymdf  take  away  ber  po%ffer\ 
Break  ^H  i^  fpokes^  and  fellies  from  ber  mbeeh 
Aid  btml  fhe^^&mnd Mave  down  the  bill  of  beavem^ 
As  low  as  to  t be  fiends  h 
PoL  This,  is  too  long. 

Ham.  It  Jball  to  the  barber's,  with  your  beard, — 
JPr'ythee,  fay  on  i— He's  for  a  jigg,  or  a  tale  of  baw- 
dry, or  be  fleeps  : — fay  on  j  come  to  Hecuba. 
I  .Play.  But  wbo,  a  woe  I  bad  feen  ^  tbe  ^^nobled 

Haf^  The  mobled  queen  ? 

•  _/ie  tnobled  ^«^w-*-]  Mohkd  or  mahkd  ^i^^e%  veikif^i  &> 
Sandys,  fpeaking  of  the  Turkifh  women,  fi^yt,  their  heads  and  faces 
^are  mabled  in  Juulinen^  that  no  more  is  to  be  feen  of  them  than  their 
eyes.     Travels,     WARBtTRTOw.  » 

Mohled  fignifies  huddhd^  g^^ftb  covered.  JOHNBpN. 
The  folio  reads — the  imhkd  queen  ;  and  in  all  probability  it  is 
the  true  reading.  This  pompous  but  unmeaning  epithet  might 
•be  introduced  tnereiy  to  make  her  Phiygian  majefljy  aipjiear  mpre 
ridiculous  in  the  following  lines,  where  fhe  is  reprefcrfted  ^  weair- 
■  ing  a  clput  ^  h(ir  h^  ;  or^  innohkd  <\\x^Vi  may  however  fignify 
the  queen  unnohUd^  i.  e,  divcfted  of  her  former  dignities.  Mr« 
Upton  would  read  w<7^-/f^  queen  :    Magna  comitante  caterva* 

I  am  itiforitied  that  mahted^  in  Warwickfhire  (where  it  is  pro- 
nounc^^illffb^Icd)  figniliei/c^  afirt^  fy  a  wiU  o*  the  v^Jf^  an  ignis 
fatuus*    Steevens. 

**  The  Tnohhled  queen.** 
I  meiet,  jyith  this  word  in  JShirJey's  Gentleman  ofVemi^ 

**  The  moon  docs  w^^^/f  up  herielf."  Farmer. 
In  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Kiug  Charles  II.  the  rabble 
that  attetided  the  Earl  of  Slia^ifbury^s  partizans  was  firfl  called 
mobile  vulgus^  and  afterwards,  by  contradtion,  the  mob ;  and  ever 
$nce,  the  word  mob  has  become  proper  tn^lifti.  Confequently 
JVIf*  Upton's  fttppoiition  mufl  fall  to  the  ground.    Tollet. 
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P^.  That's  good;  mobled  queen  ia  good; 

I  Flay.  Rm^^an-fpof  f^  and  dttum^'^^ent'ning  $he 

:^  -,  :       fiames   •  ,.    • .  i    •.    ;  :     •.    ik  'T  .-  -.-<•  ■ 
^With  biffon  rheum  %  '^icloui  upon*  that  J^ead,  v    - 
IVbere  late  the  diadem  floods  and^f^r  a  ¥ohe^ 
.  About  l^er  lank,  and  all  p'srrteetned  JoMs^  //    v.r  .\ 
A  blanjtet^in  tlSe  -^larm  of^fear  cau%bl  'tLf^,^- 
]^Whp  4kis,hadJ§en^>m[thjQ»gHt  infvenofnjkepfd^* . 
Gainfi  fortune' i^ate  would  tre^fbn  haveptonoun^d: 
Mtit  if  the  gvdS'  themf elves  did':fk  -her  then,      ' 
-;  When  Jhe  {aw  .Tyr^buif  makA  malicious  jf^rit 
-  In  mincing  with  his  fwpr4  l^tt  hujband's  limbs ; 
'  ^he  inflant  burfi  of  clamour  that  Jhe  made^ 
•  XUnlefs  things  mortal  move  them  not  at  all) 
Would  hav§'made.mikb  » the  burning  eyes  of  heaven^ 
«  :^d paffion  ifK  the  gods»  -.    .  .     - ' ; ^ 

PoL  Look,  wheV  he  has  not  turn;d  his  colour, 
and  has  tears  ip's  eyes. — Pr*ythee,  no^more.      -  * 

Ham,  ^Tis  well ;  Til  have  thee  fpeak  out  the,  reft' 
of  this  foon.— Gopd  my  lord,  will  you  ice  the.  players- 
well  bcftow.M  ?.  t)i>  ypu  hear, ..let  them  bc.w^ll  ufed) 
for  they  are  the  abftraft,  and  brief  chronicles,  of  the 
time  :  After  your  death,  you  were  better  have  a  bad 
epitaph;  than  their  il^  report  \vhlW  you  Xivt.^" '  ' 
'.,\l^oL  My.  Igrd,  I  will  ukihfem.^^cf:(ffA^i^to  ich^jr. 

yHam.  Odd's  bodikin^,  man',  ^mtic^h  bectert'^'liJfo 
every  man  after  his  defeFt,,and  wh6 .^^1^!^"^^ 
pi?ijg*?   CJfe  them  after4'pjyirown.honAqrfii>ci'4%^ 
The  kfs  they  deferve,  the  ttK)re^fXierit-4s~iO'  your 
bounty.     Take  them  in.  '    -  '   '     -     ''      ''   ^  p*  .•  •» 

jX'iW  in  ule  in  lome  parts  of  .the  nonh  of  Enijia^d. 


i^ives  tiiis  epithet  to  d^w,     V  JExb^liog  the  ml^b  dew.  6^c%'     ' 

SxttVE.VS. 

'  ■  Pol, 
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Poh    Come,  firs*  [Exit  Poknius. 

Ham.  Foliow  him,  friends :  we'll  hear  a  play  to- 
morrow.— Doft  thou  hear  me,  old  fric^dd  j  can  you 
play  the  murder  of  Gonfzago  ? 

I  Play^  Ay,  my  lord. 

Ham.  We'll  ha't  to-morrow  night.  Yqu  could, 
for  a  need,*fl:ody  a  fpeech  of  fome  dozen  or  fixteen 
Unes^  which  I  would  fet  down^  and  inferc  in'c?  could 
youoot?    -  , 

\Play.  Ay,  myiord. 

Ham.  Very  well.  Follow  that  lord  {  and  look 
you  mock  him  not;^-*-My  good  friends,  [to  Rof.  and 
Guild.]  rU  leave  you  'till  night:  you  are  welcome 
toElfinour,       ' 

Rof.  Good,  my  lord.  [Exeunt  Rof.  and  GuiL 

Ham.  Ay,  fo,  God  be  wi'  you ; — Now  I  am  alone. 
0,  what  a  rogue  and  peafant  flave  am  I ! 
Is  is  not  monllrous,  that  thfe  player  here  % 
But  in  a  fidion,  in  a  dream  of  paffion, 
Could  force  his  foul  fo  to  his  own  conceit. 
That,  from  her  working,  ^  all  his  vifage  warm*d  ; 

Tears 

*  Is  It  not  monfirous^  that  this  player  here^  Ir  fliould  fectti  from- 
the  complicatert  nature  of  fuch  parts  as  Hamler,  Lear,  Sec.  that 
thtrtime  of  Shakefpeare  h^  produced  nmny  cxcclleiir  performers. 
He  wouid  fcarce  have  taken  the  pains  to  form  charafters  which 
\t  bad  no  profpetf^  pf  feeing  reprefentcd  w? ch  force  and  propriety 
on  the  ftagc.    Stub  yens. 

'^  — aiUfAs  n)^/a^e  warm*d;T  This  mtght  do,  did  not  the  old 
<)uartd  le^d  lis  to  a  more  e^aft  atrd  pcninent  readirtg;  which  is, 

U  e,  tmM/Mle  or  wan.     For  fo  the  vifaj^e  appears  when  the  mind 
is  thus  affedtioned,  and  not  njoarm^it  or  flu(hM.     W  a  r  B u  R  t  o  n  . 

The  working  of  the  foal,  and  the  effort  to  (hed"  tcais,  will  ghe 
a  tolour  to  the.at^or's   fice,   inftead  of   taking   it  away.     The 

*  Vifage  is  always  'voarrt^d  and  fluHiM  by  any  \!inufual  exertion"  in' a 
pal!ionaVe  Ipeecls ;  but  no  peiformcr  was  ever  yet  found,  I  believe, 
whofe  feelings  were  of  fuch  exquifire  fenfibility  as  to  prdduce 

.  pidcriefs  in  any  ftfUMiori  in  which  the  drama  could  place  hfen. 

put  ir  players  were  indeed  pbiTdTcd  of  that  pcvcr,  there  is  no 

'•  *  luth 
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4  Tears'  in  his  eyes,  diftnadi6n  ih:*s  afpedt, ' 

A.  broken  voice;  and  his  whole  fUndlion  fUiting 
With  forms  to  his  conceit?  And  all  for  nothing! 
For  Hecuba ! 

5  What's  Hecuba  to  him,  or  he  to  Hectiba, 
,That  he  Ihould  weep  for  her  ?  What  would  he  do. 
Had  he  the  motive  and  ^  the  cue  for  paflion, 
iXhat  f  have  ?  He  would  drown  the  ftage  with  tears. 
And  cleave  ^  the  general  ear  with  horrid  fpeech  ; 

xMake  mad  the  guilty,  and  appall  the  free. 
Confound  the  ignorant ;  and  amaze,  indeed. 
The  very  faculty  of  eyes  and  cars. 

Yctt 

A  dull  and  muddy-mettled  rafcal,  peak, 

fach  ctrcnmftance  in  the  fpeech  uttered  hcfore  Hamlet^  as  eouU 
introduce  the  wannefs  for  which  Dr»  Warbunon.  contends.    . 

♦  **  Tears  in  his  eyes,  diftriadHon  in  *8  afpeaT'\  .  The.  twwd 
i^H  (a<  Dr.  Farmer  vefy  properly  obferves)  was  in  Sbatelpearei 
time  accented  on  the  fecond  fylltbfe.  The  folio  exhrbks^thopaC' 
fage  as  I  have  printed  it.    Steevens.  '       o    .   \»f«    .- 

5  Wha^s  Hecuha  to  him;  &c.]  The  exprcflioo  of  IJamte^  Whah 
Hecuba  to  him^  or  he  to  Heci^a^  is  plainly  an  allufion  tb  &|)afl^ 
.  mPbaarch^s  Life  vfFehpida^  fo  cxquifitely  beaudfui$  and:ib>^r- 
tinent,  that  I  wonder  it  has  never  yet  been  taken  Notice  oivN    ... 

*'  And  another  time,  being  in  a  <hcaarc  where  4lw  .4tajjedy  of 
*<  Troades  of  Euripides  was  played,  he  [Alexander  Pherjeus]  wcwt 
<<  out  of  the  theatre,  and  feut  word  to  , the  vplayi^. notwithlfiand- 
*«  ing,  that  thfey  ihould  go  on  with  their  play^  as  iif  iJbc  had^ijccn 
.<*  dill  among  them^  faying,  that  hp  came  »ot;iawajc  foEeajiy 
<<  mifliking  he  had  of  them  or  of  the  phiy,>bui:ib^cauie'|ie.w?s 
**  alhamed  his  people  (hould  fee  him  we^p,  toiee  thesni^icsiof 
**  Hecuha  and  Andromache  played,  and  that  they  >neyert.»&w^faim 
*'*'  pity  the  death  of  "any  one  man^  o£{b  mao^c  .of  lua  ^da^olis  as 
<•  he  had  caufed  to  be  llain.*'    Sir  Johw  Ha.wk&u'.s;;  ^ 

This  obfervation  had  been  already:  madfitb}r  Mt.' Upton. 

•  —  the  cue  for  paffion.'\    The'  hitu^  the  di^Biqn^ ,  i  JqIH^m&om. 

t  ,^^  the  general  ear-^'l     The  ears  of  all  j^ankind.'    So  before^' 
Caviare  to  the  genera)^  that  is,  to  the  mukityide.    JoHfif  son. 
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•  tifcc  John-a-drcams,  9  unpregnant  of  my  caufe^ 
And  Can  fay  nothing ;  no,  not  for  a  l^ing. 
Upon  whofe  pnopcrty,  and  moft  dear  life, 

•  A  damn*d  defeat  was  made.     Am  I  a  coward  ? 
Who  calls  n?e  villain  ?  breaks  my  pate  acrofs  ? 
Pluck$  ofF  my  beard,  and  blows  it  in  my  face  ? 
Tweaks  mc  by  the  nofc?  gives  me  the  lye  i'thc  throat^^ 
As  deep  as  to  the  lungjs  ?  Who  does  mc  this  ? 

Ha  !  Why  I  fhould  take  it :  for  it  cannot  be. 
But  I  am  pigeon-liver'd,  and  lack  gall 
To  make  oppreffion  bitte.r ;  or,  ere  this, 
I  fhould  have  fatted  all  the  region  kites 
With  this  flave's  ofFal :  Bloody,  bawdy  villain  \ 

•  Like  Jofjn'a'dreams^*^'\  Perhaj>s  this  name  is  comipted[% 
Jobn-a'^roynes  ieems  to  have  been  fome  well  known  character,  as 
I  hare  met  with  more  than  one  allufion.to  him.  So,  in  Hav^ 
vjitb  you  to  Saffron  WaUen^  or  Gabriel  Ham^eys  Hunt  is  vp^  by 
Nafhc^  1 59^  •  **  'T^®  defcription  of  that  poor  Jbhn-a^raynes  h'ts 
man,  whom  he  had  hired,  &c.'*  John  a  Droynts  is  likewife  a 
fooliih  charadcr  in  Whetftone's  Promos  and  Cajfundra^  1 578,  who 
is  feized  \>y  iafbrmers,  has  not  much  to  fay  in  his  defence,  and 
is  cheated  out  of  his  money.    Steevens. 

'  —*  unpregnant  of  nr^  ^^tftyj  Unf regnant ^  for  hofving  no  due 
finfiof.'   Warburton* 

Rather^  not  qmckened  witJj  a  new  defire  of  ^vengeance ;  nut  teeming 
'Mitb  revenge.    Johnson. 

^  jA  dtmid  AeickX.  wai  made,—']     Defeat^  for  deJlruBion,  , 

Warburton. 

.^i' Rather,  dij^ejm^    Johnson. 

.The  yNOi^  defeat  is  y^jy  licentiouily  rifed  by  the  old  writers, 

^    ShakefpeareJa  another   playi  employs  it  yet  more  quaintly'.-^ 

^f'l^i^^t my  favour  with  an  ufurped  beard  ;"  and  Middleton,  in 

hi»  cdmedyi  called  A^.  Thing  for  a  ^ict  Life,  fays — *'  1  have 

•  ittardiof^your  ^fiat  madCiUpon  a  mercer." 

<-     Agai Of  ifi(J?6^fi;s|fe^r.i&«^^fV  .by  Chapman  : 

**  That^hcihlght  meantime »fltif  a  fure  defeat 
•'.    f*iOA/'oirragfid  father's  life/' 
.  AgMn,1n  the  PTtts^  by  Sir  W.  D'Avenant,  1637  :     "  —Not  all 
^he$j[kilH.^a7ei%an>pi»nounce  him  free  oi  tJje  defeat  upon  my 'gold 
a©d5ewel8.".."-ni^  .  ...  ,.  •         -  .   -.        * 

Agaia^ift^tbe  Ifle. .of  Gulls ^  1633  :,./'  My. .late  iiiip\yj;-jc|(;^«l|as 
IQa4e  9,' defeat  botl^^  of  my  friends  and  trealurc,"   'Stee.vens. 
»«!-    •  "  Remcrlelefs, 
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Remorfelers^  treacherous,  lechtrous^  ^  kindlels  vUlalir! 

'  Why,  what  an  afs  am  I?  This  i»  moft  brave  1 

That  I,  the  fan  of  a  deap  fathermurdep-d, 

Prompted  to- my  revenge  by  heaven,  and  ht&ll, 

Muft,  like  a  whore,  unpack  my  heart  with  words. 

And  fall  a  curfing,  like  a  very  drab, 

A  fculHon  4 }  ... 

Fie  uponV!  fohl 

5  About,  my  brains !  Hum !  I  have  heard; 

•  That  guilty  creatures^  fitting  at  a  play. 

Have  by  the  very  cunning  of  the  fcene 

Been  ftruck  fo  to  the  foul,  that  prefently 

They  have  ^proclaim'd  their  malefaftions  : 

For  murder,  though  it  have  no  tongue,  will  fpeak 

With  moft  miraculous  organ.     I'll  have  thefe  players 

Play  fomcthing  like  the*  mur^der  of  my  father. 

Before,  mine  uncle  ;  TU  obfcrve  his  looks  ; 

I'll  .7  tent  bim'  to  the  quick  j  ^  if  be  do'  blench, ' 

I  know 

5  PFfy^  ivhat  a?fajs  am  If  This  is  mojthrave^  The  folio  reads, 
*<  O '  vengeance !'    '  .  .      •       1.. 

*«  Who?  vVhat  hii^fs  am  I?  Sare  thJsisrmoft  bt^re.'* 

'  STEEVE!tS. 

*.  AfculUon!']     Tl^us  the  folio.     The  quarto^  read.  2iftallion. 

Steevenj. 
'  About ^  my  Irain  /]     THts,  to  yoU)'  ''Joork^     Brain^   go  about  the 
prelfent  bufinefa."  '  Johnson-.^ 
This  exprelSpn  occurs  io.the  Second  Part  of  tjie  'Iron  ^SH^^^J 

*' 'iWy^miVlsfow/' again  !*' for  thoii  haft  found* 
««  New  projedls  now  to  work  on.**'    StBBrVEWs. '"   ' 
-  Fi'e  hear4y  :^ 


That  guilty  creatures^  JittiTtg  at  n  play ^'\  A  number  of  thcfc 
ftorije^  arc  foll^tSted  together  by  Tho,  Hey  wood,  in  bis  ASto^i 
Vindication,     St  sevens.      •,., 

'  ^^  tent  him--]  Search  his  wounds.    Johnson.  . 
,,    ■  ^^ifhe  huth\f:\.iQ\ii\     Uhejbrini,   or -ft art. 
,  ;.The  word  is  ufed  by  B.  and  Fletcher  in  the  fVildQc(>fe  Chact; 
**  Your  fitter,  fir  ?  Do  you  hUnch  at  that  ?**— 
Ag*i"»  i**  The  Night 'i\}alker  : 

♦*  Bknfb  ait  no  danger,  though  it  be  the  gallows*** 

Agai% 
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Iknortr  ray  cour(e.    The  ipir/it,  that  J  Mvc  fcen. 
May  fee^c^cijil;  and  the  devil  hath  power. 
To  affumf!;3kii>ka6pg  fhap^.j  yea^apd,.  perhaps^. 
Out  of  i3(iy.{Wjeakncfs,  and  my  cnelaacholyt 
(As  .he.  i?  very  potent  with  fuch  fpirits)    ' 
Abufes  me  to  darnn  me;  FlI  have, grounds 
9  More  relative  than  this ;  The  play's  the  thing, 
Whcreia  TU.  catch  the^onfciencc  of  the  king.  ££0:1/. 


I  A  C  T    III.       S  C  E  N  E    I. 

'  "''  "•/    fhcPALACE. 

Enter  J^in^j  ^<?^^>  Polonius,  Ophelia^  Rpfencran'tz^ 
r  '""''      .'   *     and  Guildenjltrn. 

.  .Kj^gi^  Aj\4  ^^^  y^^  ^y  ^^  ^^'^^^  ^^  conference  ' 
;         'Get  jFronri  him,  why  he  puts  oh  this  confufion  j 
Grating  fohiarlhly  all  his  days  of  quiet 
With  turbulent  and  dangerous  lunacy? 
,  ; .  Rcf.  keMbes  confefs,  he-  feels  himfelf  diftrafted  ; 

j       ,  But  frpm>  what  caufe  he  will  by  no  means  fpeak. 
I  GuiL  Nor  do  we  find  him  forward  to  be  founded  5 

\         Ba^y  ^Ith  ^'crafty '  rtiadnefs,  keeps  aloof,  •  , " 

When  w^^^wp^l4  bring  .hirn  on  to  fom?  confeffion 
Of  hl^-jtrgadl^aterf',  .;     V^ 

^een.  Did  he  receive  you  well  ? 

'^'h^Sk  W  6o'wer,'Z)<?  ConJIjPoTie  Amahtls,  lib,  vlL  fol:  12S  t 
I  "  Without  hknchlfi^e  ot  minetfie."     St£EVe'ns, 

*  More  mk^iik  ^ihan  this  {-^Y   Relative y  ioi' •  ca/n^i^k^.  ' 

,        ^:    '  .    '  ,       .  ,         'HVarbuRTQK- 

i  ^'  'Cdinit^Ive^  rs*orily  tl^e'  conrc(*|Uent*ml  Ibafe;  ''  Kclati've  i'^,  nearly 

relate*  clojefy-^cnne^cd.     JoH>r8  0.v'.  '  •'    ' 

■  ^  '^conferet^ce'l     Th^  t'ollo  rc^idi^  nr^ufti/^awe','  SteI^jsvens. 

,  "  Rof, 
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Rof.  Moft  lifce  a  geiHlemaii. 

GuiL  But  with  much  forcing  of  Ms  difpofition. 

Rof.  ''Niggtrd  of  queftion}  but>  of  our  demands, 
Moft  free  in  his  reply. 

^een.  Did  you  afTay  bun 
To  any  paftime  ? 

Rof.  Madam,  it  fo  fell  out,  that  certain  players 
We  ^  o*cr-raught  on  the  way  r  of  thefe  wc  told  htm; 
And  there  did  feem  in  him  a  kind  of  joy    - 
To  hear  of  it :  They  are  here  about  the  court ; 
And,  as  I  think,  they  have  already  order 
This  night  to  play  before  him. 

foL  Tis  moft  true : 
And  he  befcech'd  me  to  entreat  your  majefties. 
To  hear  and  fee  the  matter. 

King.  With  all  my  heart;  and  it  doth  much  con^ 
tent  me 
To  hear  him  fo  inclined. 
Good  gentlemen,  give  him  a  further  edge, 
And  drive  his  purpofe  on  to  thefe  de%hts. 

Rof  Wc  fhall,  my  lord.     lExeunt  Rof.  and  GtM. 

King.  Sweet  Gertrude,  leave  us  too : 
For  we  have  clofely  fent  for  Hamlet  hithtr  i 
That  he,  as  'twere  by  accident,  may  here 

^  Niggard  (fquefiUn ;  lut^  cfour  demands^ 
Moft  free  in  his  reply. "l     Thw  is  givea  as  the  defcription  of 
the  converfation  of  a  man  whom  the  v^V&v  found  Mi  fir^ard  to 
he  fimnded\  and  who  hpt  aloof  when  they  would  iring  him  to  con- 
feffion:  but  fuch  a  defcription  can  never  pafs  but  at  crafs*purpoft$» 
Shakefpeare  certainly  wrote  it  juft  the  other  way : 
Moft  free  ofqueflion  \  hut^  of  our  demands^ 
Niggard  in  his  repfy. 
That  this  19  the  true  reading,  we  need  but  turn  back  to  the  pre- 
ceding  fccne,  for  Hamlet's  condu6i:,  to  be  fatisfied.  Warburto.v. 
3  —  o  er-raughl  ^«  the  w^v;— •]     Over'raught  1%  over-^reacbcd^ 
that  is,  over-took.    Johnson. 

So,  in  Spenler's  Baery  ^ueen^  h.  6.  c.  3  : 

*'  Having  by  chance  a  clofe  advantage  view'd, 
♦*  He  wer 'taught  him,  &c."    Ste evens, 

a  ^flFront; 
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4  AfCont  Ophdia, 

tter  fadier,  irtd  myfeif  (lawful  efpials  5) 

Will  foh  JJcftow  ourfiultes,  |J|at,  feeing}  ?anfeen. 

We  may  of  their  encounter  franklyj«l(^ge  j 

And  gather  by  hitn,  as  he  i,s  behaved, 

iPt  be  the  afflk3:ion  of  his  love,  or  no. 

That  %^\ifi  h?  fMffers  for.  ., 

^^n. .  I  fliallobey  you  r 

And,  for  my  part»  Ophelb,  I  do  wi(b. 

That  your  good  beauties  be  the  happy  caufe 

Of  Hamlet's  wildnefs ;  fo  (hall  1  hope,  your  virtues 

Will  bring  him  to  his  wonted  way  again. 

To  both  your  honours. 

Opb.  Madam,  I  wifh  it  may.  [£x//  S^Ueen. 

Poh  Ophelia^  walk  you  here: — Gracious, fo pleafe 
you,  .  . 

We  will  beftow  ourfelves  ;    ■     Read  on  this  book ; 

[ToOph. 
iThat  fliow  (rf'.fuch  an  eXercife  may  colour 
Your  loncliMis.^-^^  We  are  oft  00  blame. in  this,-*-:. 
f  *%i$^  too  mudi  {M-ov*d, — that,  with  devocioa'^  vifage. 
And  pious  adloq,  we  do  lugar  o'er 
the  devil^l^ipfelf. 

King,  p,  'txSk  too  true  !  how  fmart 
A  lafti  that  fpecch  doth  give  my  confcience  !  \_4fide. 

' .    '  **  -^M^^^^.  ^^^  port  wber^  provid  Chark*  fhould  ?ater." 
AgSMO*.  La. Sir  W,  D^AF^^ant's  Crml  Brother ^  163a : 

"In  fufferaiv;jc.^^<>«/j  the  wioier*^  jage."  .  Steevems. 
^  —  ej/>iah]  u  e.  ipjea.     ^o  in  one  of  our  auttiprU  biilorical 
plays:  — -  as  he  march'd  along  ,,,        .; 

.feyour^<jfft  ^er€;4ijfcov«red  .•  -  j      •     :     . 

Tyiro^njightier.;liroop8*  >        .    .     ,  ,        ,    #  *t'i;  ;ij'..- 

The  woid$-^ lawful  efpiaUy  are  wanting  in  tke.  folio.  ,'*'  - 

....  ...       .    Stejjves;^, 

*  Tcur  lonelinefs.]    Thusjhe  folio.      The  ^  firfl  aeid  ^iecond 
quartos  rtzdi  lavjlffiffi!    SxEayEirs.*  .     v 

7^  '7/j  too  much  pro^d^-^^     It  is  found   by  too  frequent  ex- 
perience.    Johnson.  ^ 

Vol.  X.  T  The 


Digitized  by 


Google 


274  HAMLET, 

The  harlot's  cheeky  beauty'd  with  plaft'ring  art. 
Is  not  8  more  ugly  to  the  thing  that  helps  it. 
Than  is  my  deed  to  my  mod  painted  word : 
p  heavy  burden ! 

PoL  I  hear  him  coming ;  let's  withdraw,  my  lord. 
{^Exeunt  Kingj  and  Polonius. 

Enter  Hamlet. 

Ham.  9  To  be,  or  not  to  be,  that  is  the  qneftion  :— 
Whether  'tis  nobler  in  the  mind,  to  fuffer 

The 

'  —  more  ugfy  to  the  thing  that  helps  //,]  That  is,  comfarti 
<uoith  the  thing  tiiat  helps  ir.     Johnson. 

'  To  be^  or  not  to  be? ^]  Oi  this  celebrated  foliloquy,  which 
buttling  from  a  man  diftra(5led  with  contrariety  of  delires,  and 
overwhelmed  with  the  magnitude  of  his  own  purpofes,  is  con- 
ne(5ted  rather  in  the  fpeaker's  mind,  than  on  his  tongue,  I  (hall 
endeavour  to  difcover  the  train,  and  to  fhew  how  one  fentinaent 
produces  another. 

Hamlet,  knowing  himfelf.  injured  in  the  mod  enormous  and 
atrocious  degree,  and  feeing  no  means  of  redrefs,  but  fuch  as 
mull  exjx)fe  him  to  the  extremity  of  hazard,  meditates  on  hb 
fuujvtioa  in  this  manner  :  Before  I  can  form  any  rational  fibem  of 
oBion  under  this  frejpure  of  diftrcfs^  it  is  ueceiiary  to  decide,  whe- 
ther, after  our  prefent  Jlate^  tv/  are  to  be,  or  not  to  be.  That  i$ 
the  gueftion,  which,  as  it  (hall  be  anfwered,  will  determine,  wA^ 
thcr  Yis  nobler^  and  more  fuitable  to  the  dignity  of  reafon,  to  fuffer 
the  outrages  ff  fortune  patiently,  or  to  take  arms  againft  them^  and 
\>y  opp.ling  end  them,  though  perhaps  with  -the  lofs  of  life.  If 
to  ///r,  were  to  flecp^  no  more^  and  by  a  Jlecp  to  end  the  miferics  of 
our  nature,  fuch  a  lleep  were  de^voutly  to  be  wf^ed ;  but  if  to  Jiaf 
in  death,  be  todream^  to  retain  our  powers  of  fenfibilLty,  we  mult 
paufe  to  confider,  in  that  fleep  of  death  ivhat  dreams  may  com(» 
This  confideration  maies  calamity  fo  long  endured ;  /or  <:vho  would 
bear  the  vexations  of  life,  which  might  be  ended  by  a  bare  bod^k^ 
but  that  he  is  afraid  of  ibmething  in  unknown  futurity  ?  This  fear 
it  is  that  gives  efficacy  to  confcience,  which,  by  turning  the  mind 
upon  this  regard^  chills  the  ardour  of  refolution^  checks  the  vigour  of 
eaterprize^  and  makes  the  current  of  dcfire  ftagnate  in  inadlivity, 

We  may  fuppofe  that  he  would  have  applied  thefe  general 
obfervations  to  his  own  cafe,  but  that  he  difcovered  Ophelia. 

Johnson. 

I  cannot  hut  think  that  Dr.  Johnfon^s  explication  of  this  paflagc, 

though  cxc^iient  on  the  whole,  is  wrong  in  the  outfet.— He  ex- 

|)Iaias 
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The  flings  and  alrows  of  outrageous  fortune  '  i 

^  Or  to  take  ar tflS  agairift  a  fea  of  troubles, 

/^nd,  by  oppofing,  end  tl)em?— '  To  dfe; — tofleepj— * 

N6  moire  ?— and,  by  a  fleep,  to  fay  we  end 

The  heaft-ath,  and  the  thoijfand  natural  Ihocks 

That  fle(h  is  heir  to,'— .'tis  a  cortfurhrtiatiori 

{>1ains  the  w6rds^?i  &?,  &r,  not  to  ^<f-^"  Whether  after  duir  preletit 
iate,  we  are  to  be,  or  not ;"  whereas  the  obvious  fenfe  of  them— • 
To  Jive,  or  to  jmt  an  end  to  «y  lifiy  feems  clearly  to  be  pointed  out 
by  the  .following  words,  which*  are  manifeftly  a  paraphrafe  on  the 
ioxegoxng'^fFhether  ^tis  nobler  in  the  mind  to  fvffer^  &c.  cir  to  tahe 
tfTWj— The  train  of  Ha^et*s  reaibning,  which  Dr,  Johnfoh  has  fb 
well  explained^  is  fiifficieqtly  clear,  \^hich  ever  way  the  Words  arc 
iinderflood.    Malone. 

*  -r-  arrows  of  outrageous  fortune ;]  **  Homines  nos  ut  efle  me- 
minerimus,  e4  lege  natos,  ut  bninibus  teUs  firuma  propofita  fit 
tita  noftra/'    Cic.  Epift.  Fatn.  v.  16.     Steevens. 

^  Or  to  take  arms  againfi  a  fea  tf  troubles^  Without  queftloQ 
Shakefpeare  wrote, 

—  againft  aflail  of  troubles^ 
i.e.  aflhult.     WarburtxJn; 

Mr.  Pojje  propofed  Jiege,  I  know  not  ivhy  there  (hoiiid  be  fo 
much  folicttudc  about  this  metaphor.  Shakefpeare  breaks  his  tne- 
taphors  often,  ahd  in  this  defultory  fpeech  there  was,  left  need  of 
pr?ferving  them;     JoHftrso^: 

The  change  which  Mr.  Pope  would  recommend,  may  be  juftifled 
from  a  paflage  in  Romeo  and  Juliu^  fcene  the  laft : 

You— to  remove  xhAtJiege  of  grief  froip  her-i      StiRe  VU  N  J, 
Again^  from  another  in  ?/>«<?« ; 

"  —  Not  even  nature 
*'  To  whom  all  fores  Iqyjiegei^^ 
The  fame  metaphor  is  ufed  by  Marfton,  iii  the  Second  Part  of 
Antonio  and  Mellida^  i6o2  : 

..  "  Whom  fretful  galla  of  chance,  flern  fortune's ^^^^'^ 
Again,  in  Remeo  and  yuliet : 

"  She  will  not  ftay  the  frge  of  loving  terms.'* 
Again,  in  our  author's  65th  Sonnet: 

*'  Or  how  (hall  fummer's  honey- breath  hold  out 
•<  Againft  the  vvrackful/fj^r  of  hatt'ring  days-HP*'  Malok^. 
t  ,  „^M,  To  die^-^to  Jleep^^]     This  paliiige  i«  ridiculed  in  th<| 
&ornful  Lady  of  B.  and  Fletcher,  as  follows  : 

*«  — ;;-  be  dcceas'd,  that  is,  aflcep,  for  fo  the  wor^  i«  tak^, 
*♦  Tofletfy  to  die  I  to  die^  to  Jleep  j  a  re}y  figure*  fir^"  Uc.  >iicc. 

T  %  P?voytly 
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Devoutly  to  be  wi(h*d.     To  die ; — ^to  flccp ;— * 
To  fleep!  perchance,  to  dream  j-^Ay,  thcrefs  thr 

rub; 
For  in  that  fleep  of  death  what  dreams  may  come. 
When  we  have  fliuffled  off  this  *  morul  coil. 
Mull  give  us  paufe  :  There^s  the  rcfpeft. 
That  makes  calamity  of  fo  long  life  : 
For  who  would  bear  s  the  whips  and  fcorns  of  time. 

The 

4  —  zff<?r//ir  coll,]  ue.  turmoilr  bufile.    Warburtoit. 

*  — the  nx)hi/is  and  fcortu  oi  txTRtj']    The  evils  here  coinpUnnol  . 
of  are  not  the  produ<^  of  time  or  duration  limply,  but  of  a  cc^rupced 
age  or  maaners*    We  may  be  fure,  then,  that  Shakefpeare  wrote: 

—  tht  n^jbips  and  fcorns  of  th'  time. 
And  the  dcfcriptionbf  the  evils  of  a  corrupt  age,  which  follows,, 
confirms  this  emendation.    Warburton. 

I  doubt  whether  the  corruption  of  this  pafTage  is  not  more  than; 
the  editor  has  fufpedted*  iV'hipi  9xA  fcoms  have  no  great  con- 
nexion with  one  other,  or  with  time:  ijchips  and  fcarm  arc  evils  of 
very  different  magnitude,  and  though  at  ail  times  /corn  may  be  en- 
dured, yet  the  times  that  put  men  ordinarily  in  danger  of  nxjbips 
are  very  rare.  FallHaff  has  faid,.  that  the  courtiers  wotdd  whip  him 
with  their  Jine  wits  ;  but  I  know  not  that  whip  can  be  ufcd  for  a- 
Jcof  or  infklt^  unlcfs  its  meaning  be  fixed  by  the  whole  expreifion. 

I  am  afraid  leil  I  (hould  venture  too  for  in  coireding  this  paf^ 
Jkge,     If  whips  be  retained,  we  may  read. 

For  who  would  hear  the  whips  and  fioms  ^tyrants. 
.  But  I  think  that  quip^  a  fneer^  a  farcajm^  a  oontemptuous  jefl^,  is 
the  proper  word,  as  fuiting  very  exactly  W\x!a'fcom,  What  then- 
mud  be  done  with  timef  it  fuits  no  better  with  the  *iiew  reading 
than  with  the  old,  and  ^dta  is  an  image  too  bulky  and  ferious. 
I  read,  but  not  confidently : 

For  who  would  hear  the  quips  and  fcorns  <?/"  title. 
It  may  be  remarked,  that  Hamlet,  in  his  enumeration-  of  miferies, 
forgets,,  whether  proj^erly  or  not,  that  he  is  a  prince,  and  mentions 
many  evils  tb  which  inferior  ftations  only  are  expofed.    Johnson. 

I  think  we  might  venture  to  read  the  whips  and  fcorns  oW 
times,,  i.  e.  of  times  fatirical  as  the  age  of  Shakefpeare,  which 
probably  furniihed  him  with  the  idea. 

In  the  reigns  of  Elizabeth  and  James  (particularly  in  the  former) 
there  was  more  illiberal  private  abufe  and  peevilh  latire  publifhed, 
than  in  any  others  I  ever  knew  of,  except  the  prc(entone«  I  have 
many  of  thefe  publications^  which  \^ese  aknoil  all  pointed' at  Indi- 
viduals*. 
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The  oppreflbr's  wrong,  the  prouid  man's  contumely. 
The  pangs  pf  dcfpis'd  love,  ^  the  law*s  delay. 


With 


The  infolence  of  office,  and  the  fpurivs 
That  patient  merit  of  the  unworthy  takes^ 
When  he  himfelf  ^  might  his  quietus  make 

Ikit^el,  in  Us  Mufophilusy  1599,  bas  the  lame  complaint : 
**>  Do  you  not  fee  theie  pamphlets,  libels^  rhimes, 
*'  Thcfe  llrangc  confufed  tumults  of  the  mind, 
**  Are  groivn  to  be  the  fickneis  ofthefe  tlmesy 
"  The  great  dileafe  inflided  on  mankind  ?** 
Whips  and  fcdrm  are  furely  as  infeparable  companions,  a&  public 
j>uni(hment  arid  infamy,  , 

^ips^  the  word  which  Dr.  Johnibn  would  introduce,  is  derived, 
hy  all  etymologiild,  from  ivhips, 

Hamlet  is  introduced  as  reafoning  on  a  queftion  of  general  coli- 
cemment.  He  therefore  tak^  in  all  fuch  evils  as  could  betall 
mankind  in  general,  without  coniideriug  himlelf  at  prefent  as  a 
priooe,  or  wi()iing  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  fevy  exemptions  which 
high  place  might  once  have  claimed. 

In  part  of  K.James  Ill's  Etuertainmeut  pajfing  to  his  Coronation^ 
by  Ben  Jonibn  and  Decker,  is  the  following  hue,  and  note  on  that 
line: 

**  Andfirfl  account  ofyears^  of  months,  of  time." 
^  By  time  we  underftand  the  prefent^     This  explanation  affords 
tbefenfe  for  which  I  have  contended,  and  without  alteration. 

Steevens. 
*  — .  ^  defpis'd  hve^     The  folio  reads— Of  dij^riid  love. 

Steevens, 
f  —  might  his  ^ietm  make 
Withal»re  hoMnf — ]     The  firfl;  cxpreflion  probably  al- 
luded to  the  writ  of  diicharge,  which  was  formerly  granted  to  f  hole 
barons  and  knights  who  pcrfonally  attended  the  kmg  on  any  foreign 
expedition.     This  diicharge  was  called  a  ^ietus, 

it  is  at  this  time  the  term  for  the  acquitiance  which  every  flieriff 
receives  on  fettling  hS s  accounts  at  the  exchequer. 

The  word  is  ufed  for  the  difcharge  of  an  account,  by  Webfler, 
ilk  his  Dutcljtfi  of  Malfy^  1623  ;  •       . 

^^  You  had  the  trick  '\\x  audit  time  to  be  lick 
**  Till  I  had  fign'd  your  ^ietus.'* 

**  And  *caufe  you  Ihall  not  come  to  me  in  debt  1 
*'  (Being  now  my  lleward)  here  upon  your  lips 
"  I  fign  your  Rictus ^ 
A  hodkin  was,  I  believe,  the  ancient  term  for  a  fmall  da^cr. 
Gafcoigne,  fpeaking  of  Julius  Cafdr^  fays, 
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\^ith  a  bare  bodkin  ?  who  would  fardels  bear, 
8  To  groan  and  fweac  under  a  weary  life ; 
But  that  the  dread  of  fomething  after  death, — 
The  undifcovci^'d  country,'  ftom  whofe  bourn 
No  traveller'returris ^t—  t)Uz2les  the  will  5        . 

"  At  laft  with  hodkins^  dub'd  and  douft  to  death 
«*  All  all  his  glory  vanifh'd  with  his  breath.** 
In  the  margin  6f  S^otve^s  Chronklcy  edit.  1614,  it  is  did,  th^t 
Csfar  was  (lain  with  hodkins ;  apd  in  The  Mufe^  LooJdng-^litfs^  by 
Kandolph,  i6}8 :    '     \    '  ■-■.•''   ^     •     ^  .,'■     , 

•     '    •  "  j^ho,  A  rapier!8  but  ^  hodlun* 
"  DeiL  And  a  boJktn 

**  Is  a  moll  dangVous  >veapon  ;  fince  I  rca4 
"  Of  Julius  Casfar's  death,  I  durfl  not  venture 
•*  Into  a  taylor^s  Ihdp  for  fear  of  bodkins*^ 
Again,  in  Tbe  Cuftom  of  the  Country^  by  B.  and  Fletcher  : 
**  ■  '       Out  with  your  hodkitiy 
<*  Your  pocket-dawer,  your  ftilletto."— 
Again,  in  Sapho  and  Phaoy  1 591 :    *'  —  there  will  be  a  defperate 
fray  between  two,  made  at  all  weapons^  from  the  bfownbill  to  the 
lodkin."^  .     ■    .      , 

Again  in  Chaucer^  as  he  is  quoted  at  the  end  of  a  pamphlet 
called  the  Serpent  of  -  Dl'vijhn^  &c.'  'uohtreunto  is  annexed  the  Tragc^ 
'rf  Gorhoduc.6cQ.  1591; 

'*  Wfth  hodklhs  was  Cafar  Julius 

**  Murdered  at  Rome,  of  Brutus  Craflus.''    Steevens. 
•  To  groan*  and  Jkmat'^^^  .  All  the  old  Copies  have,  to  grunt  and, 
fiveat.    It  is  undoubtedly  the  true  reading,  but  can  fcarcely  be 
.borne  by  modern  ears.     Johnson'.  •   * 

•  This  word  occurs  in  the  Dea//j  of  Zoroas^  a  fragment  in  blank 
vcrfe,  printed  at  the  end  of  LordSutWs  Poeths ;      '     '  '  ' 

*     **  .  ■!        none  the  charge  could  give ; 
'**  Here  grunts ;  h^re  grones;  ech  where  flrong  yoirth  is  fpent." 
And  Stanyhur^  in  his  tranflatioh  of  Virgil,  i^'^i^  for*  fupreraum 
congemuit  gives  us :  "— •  for  fighingit  «^ri^»/i."    Steevens. 
*  7hat  \m&{<:ovtx^di  counity^  Jr9)n  ^bojii  kmrH 
No  traveller  returns—]     This  -has  been  cavilled  at  by  Lord 
Orrery  and  others,  but  without  reafoin     The  idea  of  a  rrani^Uer  in 
Shakefpeare's  time,  was  of  a  pcrfcn  who  gave  an  account  of  hia 
adventures.     Evtfry  voyage  was  a  'Difeov^ry.    John  Taylor  hag 
*'  ADifcoveiy  by  fea  from  London  to  Salifbury.  '    Farmer. 

*  Again,  Marilon's  Infatiatt  Countefs^  1603  • 

»*  — -wreilled  with  death, 
**  From  whofc  ftcrn  cave  none  tracks  a  backward  f(ath.'' 

Qui  nunc  it  per  iter  tcnebricofum 

|lluc  iinde  negant  redire  quehquam.    CatuUus^      Steevens, 
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And  makes  us  rather  bear  thofe  ills  we  have. 
Than  fly  to  others  that  we  know  not  of  ? 
Thus  confcience  does  make  cowards  of  us  all ; 
And  thus  the  native  hue  of  refolution 
Is  fickly'd  o'er  with  the  pale  caft  of  thought ; 
And  enterprizes  of  great  pith  '  and  moment^ 
With  this  regard,  their  currents  turn  awry  *, 

And  lofe  the  name  of  a&ion« Soft  you,  now ! 

iSeein^  Ophelia. 
The  fair  Ophelia  ? — '  Nymph,  in  thy  orifons 
Be  all  my  fins  remembered. 

Opb.  Good  my  lord. 
How  does  your  honour  for  this  many  a  day  ? 

Ham.  I  humbly  thank  you ;  well. 

Opb.  My  lord,  I  have  remembrances  of  your§. 
That  I  have  longed  long  to  re-deliver ; 
I  pray  you^  now  receive  them. 

Ham.  No,  not  I ; 
I  never  gave  you  aught. 

Opb.  My  honoured  lord,  you  know   right  well, 
you  did ; 
And,  with  them,  words  of  fo  fweet  breath  composed 
As  made  the  things  more  rich  :  their  perfume  loft. 
Take  thefe  again  ;  for  to  the  noble  mind 
Rich  gifts  wax  poor,  when  givers  prove  unkind. 
There,  my  lord. 

Ham.  Ha,  ha !  arc  yoU  honcft  ? 

Opb.  My  lord  ? 

Ham.  Are  you  fair  I 

*  "^  great  ptib] ,  Thus  the  folia.     The  quartos  read,  of  great 

pitch.      8tE  EVENS. 

*  —  turn  «wrv>]    Thus  the  quartos.    The  folio— turn  <ni»^. 

Steevens. 
3  ,^tTymph^  in  thy  orifonSy  &c.]  Tjiis  is  a  touch  of  nature. 
Hamlet,  at  the  fight  of  Oph«l5a,  docs  not  immediately  recollet^t, 
that  he  is  to  perfonatc  madnefs,  but  makes  her  an  addrcfs  grave 
and  folemn,  fuch  as  the  foregoing  meditation  excited  ia  hi$ 
i^xoughts.   •Joh:;8QN.- 

T  4  Opb. 
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Opb.  What  means  your  iQrdifhip?.' 

Ham.  4  That,  if  you  be  honeft,  and  fair,  yop  0).oju|4 
admit  no  difcqurfc  to  your  beauty. 

Opb»  Could  ibeauty,  my  lord,  have  better  t^wa^ 
mcrce  t^h  with  horiefty  ?         .' 

Ham.  Ay f  truly  j..  for  the  power  of  beauty  will 
fooner  transtorm  honjefty.from  what,  it  is  to  a  bawd, 
thai\  the  force  of  honeiiy  can  traollate  beauty  into 
its.Ukenefs  :  this  was  fome  time  a  paradox,  but  novy 
the  time^gives  it  proof.  \  -I  did  love  you  once. 

Opb.  Indeed,  my  lord,  you  made. me; believe  fo. 

Ham.  You  fhould  not  have  believ'd  me.:  for  vir- 
tue canOot  To  inociilate  ^  our  qld  ftock,  but  we  fi^a|| 
relifh  of  it :  I  lov'd  you  not.    - 

Oph.  1  was  the  more  decpiv'd.  . 

Ham*  Get  thee  to  a  nunnery  5  Why  would'ft  th<«| 
be  a  breeder  of  finners  I  I  am  myfclf  indifferent  ho-? 
neft  i  but  yet  I  could  accufe  me  of  fuch  things,  that 
it  were  better,  my  mother  had  not  borne  me :  I  anj 
very  proud,  revengeful,  ambitious;  with  more  of- 
fences 6  at  my  beck,  than  I  h^iye  li^oughts  to  put 

*  T/jat  ify^u  he  honeft  and  fair ^  you,  Jhould  aiknii  w>  difiourje  to. 
your  beauty.^     This  is  tlie  reading  of  all  the  modern  editipiis,  and 

is  copied  frpm  the  quarto.  The  folio  rpads,  your  honelly  fioM 
admit^no  difcourfe  to  your  beauty.  The  true  reading  feems  to  be  this, 
If  you  he  honeft  a?id  fair  ^  you  Jhould  admit  your  honefty  to  no  di/cflurfe 
ixjith your  beauty.  This  is  the  lenfe  evidently  required  by  ,the  pro- 
cefs  of  the  converfation.     Johnson. 

5  — ^ inoculate^  This  is  the  reading,  of  the  firft  folio.  The 
firfl  quarto  reads  euocutati  the  fecond^  eu^atat;  and  the  third, 
evacuate,     Steevens. 

*  --^  at  my  beck ^ — ]     That  is,  ahoays  ready  to  come  idwut  mf* 
With  more  offences  at  my  bcck^   than  I  have  thoughts  to  put  them 

in,  imagination  to  give  themjhdpey  or  time  to  aSi  them  /».]  What 
is  the  meaning  of  thoughts  to  put  them  inf  A  word  is  dropt  out. 
We  fliould  read, 

— -  thoughts  to  put  them  in  namC 
This  w.  s    the  progrefs.     The  offences   are   |irft  conceived  an4 
named,  then  projected  to  be  put   in  act,  then  executed- 

Warburton* 
To. put  a  thing  into  thought^  is  to  think  on  it.     Johnson. 

*  '  "    them 
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fiiflm  ki,amagu)atu>irto  give  tfaem  (faape^  or  time  to 
aS  them  in  :\  Wbgt-fliaold;  fuch  iiiUows  as  I  do 
crawling  becwoen  carxii  and  heaven  ?  We  are  .drraoiC 
JcnareSy  all ;  beyeve  none  of  us,;  Go  thy  ways  to  « 
puonery.    Where's  your  father  ? 

Opb^  At  hoQse^  imy  lord* 

'Hamp  Let ihe  doors. be  iihut  iipon  him;  that  he  may 
play  the  fool  no  where  but  in's  own  boufe.    FarcweK 

Opb.  O,  help  him,  yoti  fwcct  heavens ! 

Ham*  If  thou  doft  marry,  TU  give  thee  this  plague 
for  thy  dawry -,  Be  thou  as  chaile  as  ice,'  as  pure  as 
jfnow,  thou  fhalt  not  efcape  cHumny.  Get  thee  to 
fi  nunnery ;  farewel :  Or,,  if  thou  wilt  needs  m^rryi 
marry  a  fool ;  for  wife  naen  know  well  enough,  what 
monfters  you  make  of  them.  To  a  nunnery,  gp  i 
giid  quickly  too^     Farewiel. 

Of^b.  Heavenly :pQwer«,.rcsftore  him ! 

Ham.  7 1  have  heard  of  your  paintings  too  well 
enough;  God  hath  given  you  one  face,  and  you 
make  yourfelves  another :  you  jig,  you  amble,  an4 
you  )iQ>9  And  nick-name  God's  creatures,  and  ^  make 

^  /  have  bear  J  if  your  paintings  too^  '-Mel!  eiumgh^  &c«]  This  is 
according  to  the  quarto;  the  folio,  for  fainting^  hsL»  frattlings^ -and 
for  face^  has  pace^  which  agrees  with  what  roilows,  you  jig^  yoif 
qmble.  Probably  die  author  wrote  both.  I  think  the  commoa 
reacting  beft.    Johnson. 

I  would  continue  to  read,  paintii^s^  becaufe  thefe  deftruAive 
aids  of  beauty  fcem,  in  the  time  of  Shakefpeare,  to  have  been 
general  obje^s  of  fatire.     So,  in  Drayton's  mooncalf z 
*'  No  fooner  got  the  teens, 
**  But  her  own  natural  beauty  ihe  difdains ; 
*'  With  oyls  and  broths  moft  venomous  and  bafe 
**  She  plaifters  over  her  well- favoured  face; 
*'  And  thofe  fweet  veins  by  nature  rightly  placed 
**  Wherewith  (he  feems  that  white  Ikin  to  have  lac'd, 
•*  She  foon  doth  alter ;  and  with  lading  blue, 
f  *  Blanching  her  .bofom,  fhe  makes  others  new.'* 

Steevens. 

^      •  make  your  voantonnefs  your  ignorance,']     You  miftake  by 

wanton  a&dtation,  and  pretend  to  miilakc  by  ignorance.  Johnson. 

your 
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your  wantonncft  your  ignorance:  Go  to;  1*11  M 
more  on'c;  it  hath  made  me  mad.  I  fay,  we  will 
have  no  more  marriages:  thofc  th^at  are  married 
alrelidy,  all  but  one,  Ihall  live }  the  reft  fb^ll  keep  as 
they  arc.     To  a  nunnery,  go*  [^Exit  Hamlet. 

Opb>  O,  what  a  noble  mind  is  here  o'erthrov^n ! 
>The  courtier^s,   foldicr's,  fcholar'a,   eye,  tongue^ 

fword ;  - 

The  expectancy  and::rofe  of  the  fair  ftate,' 
The  giafs  of  fafhion,  and  '  the  mould  of  form> 
The  o|?fcrv'd  of  all  obfervers  !  quite,  quite  down  I 
And  I,  of  ladies  moft  deject  *  and  wretched, 
Xhiat  fuck'd  the  honey  of  his  mufic  vows, 
Novir  fee  that  noble  and'  moft  fovereign  reafbn, 
Llkefwcet  bells  jangled,  out  of  tune  ^  and  harfli  | 
That  unmatched  form  and  feature  4  of  blown  youth, 
Blafted  with  ecftafy  5 :  O,  woe  is  me  I 
::  r.       '  To 

'  TJje  courtier^ Syfold:e?Syfcboiar\  eye^  tohglityfivord;]     The'j)oet 
certainly  meant  to  have  placed  his  words  thus : 

The  courtier^ s^fchQlarU^foldkr* 5^  eye^  tongue^  fimrdi 
other  wife  'he  excellence  of  tongue  is  appropriated  to  ihtfoldier^ 
and  the /*it<7/^r  wears  the /Iv^r^.     Warner. 
-This  rej;^ulatioii  is  needlefs.     So^  ia  Tarquin  and  Lucre^e  ^ 
'*  Princes  are  the  j'Aj/},  the  Jchopl^  the  hokp 
*'  Where  fubje<^s  eyes  do  leam^  do  rW,  do  look/' 
Ancl  in  ^JntiUan :  "  Multum  agit  fexus,  setas,  conditio ;  ut  in 
^minis^Jembii\,  fufiilhy  Itheros^farentes^  conjugeSy  alligahtibus/* 

Farmer. 
I  — the  mould  of  for m^^    The  i^iodel  by  ^yhom  all  endeavourc4 
to  form  themfelves,     Jo^kson. 

*  —  moil  dcjc^    So,  in  Hey  wood's  Silver  Age^  1613  :. 

t'  — what  knight  is  that 
«*"So  palHonatcIy  dejeH?^  ..  Steevens. 
'  — out  oitu7it\    Thus  the  folio.     The  quartor— (?>iit  of //W, 

Steevens. 

*  —  and  feature^    Thus  the  folio,     l^hz  quaitos  read  ftature. 

Steevens. 
5  .^with  ecJIafyA    The   word  ecflafy  was  .anciently  ui<?4  t(^ 
Signify  fome  degree  of  ali^natiojci  of  mind. 

bo  G.  Douglas,  trandatingr^y?^?///  acrifixa  dolore  .• 
V'  In  f£/?^^lhe  flood,  and  mad  alrhaift.'* 
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^Q  have  feen  w|iat  I  have  feen,  fee  ^hat  I  fee ! 

teenier  Kingj  and  Polonius. 

King.  Love  !  his  affeftions  do  not  that  way  tend  \ 
Nor  what  he  fpake,  though  it  lack'd,  form,  a  little, 
Was  hot  like  madneft .    There's  fomething  in  his  fDyl| 
O'er  which  his  melancholy  fits  pn  brood  5 
And,  I  do  doubt,  the  hatch,  and  the  difclofe^ 
Will  be  fome  danger ;  Which  for  to  prevent,  *        ' 
I  have,  in  quick  dctcrminarion. 
Thus  fet  It  down-  He  (hall  with  fpeed  to  England, 
f'or  the  demand  of  our  neglefted  tribute : 
Haply/ the  feas,  and  countries  different, 
With  variable  olMcfts,  fhall  expel    ' 
T^his  lomething-lettled  matter  in  his  heart  j 
Whereon  his  bra'ihs*  ftill  beating,  puts  him'thps 
l^rom  ifaihion  oif  himlelf.     What  think  you  on'l  f 

PoL  It  fhall  do  well :  But  yet  do  I  believe 
The  origin  and  commencement  of  his  grief 
Sprung  from  negledled  love.  —  How  noMy,  Ophelia  ?  , 
You  need  not  tell  us  what  lord  Hamlet  laid ; 
We  heard  it  all.— My  lord^  do  as  you  pleafe  ; 
But,  if  you  hold  it  fit,  after  the  play. 
Let  his  queen  mother  all  alorfe  entreat  him 
To  fliew  his  grief ;  let  her  be  round  with  him  ^  ; 
And  ril  be  pjac'd^  (b  pleafe  you,'  in  the  ear 
Of  all  their  conference :  If  (he  find  him  not. 
To  England  fend  him ;  or  confine  him,  where 
your  wifdom  beft  fhall  think. 

King.  It  (hall  be  fo: 
Madncfs  in  gr^atoncs  muft  not  unwatch'd  go.  [^ExeunU 

So,  in  Machetb : 

**    ,  on  the  tornire  of  the  mind  to  He 

'    ^^_  in  reiWeCs  ec,^ajyj*    SteeVens. 
?  .— ^^  round wiiif  him\]     To  be  round  with  a  pcrfon,  is  to 
reprimand  him  with  fttedom.     So,  in  A  Mad  fFbrld  wy  ^la/icrs^ 
\>Y  Middleton,  1640  :  **  She's  round  with  her  i'faith.'*    Ma  lone. 

*  ''    '  ■'    ■  '  "   '      ■  SCENE 
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S    C    E    N    E      II. 

,      A  HalL 

.  Enter  Hamkt^  and  two  ^r  three  of  the  jiaytrs. 

Ham.  Speak  the  fpeech,  1  .pi;ay  you',  as  I  pro* 
nounc'd  it  to  you,  trippingly  on  tte  tongue :  but  if 
you  mouth  it/  as  many  of  our  players  do,  I  had  as 
lipye  .tlie  fowm.-cricrfpokp  my  lines.  Nor  do  not 
law  the  air.  too  oiuch  with*  your  haqd,  thus  \  but  ufe 
all  gently  :*  for  in  the  very  tQrrent,  tcmpcft,  and  (as 
I  may  fay)  whirlwind  of  your  paffion,  you  muft  ac- 
quire and .  beget  a  temperance,  that  may  give  it 
fmoothnef^.  O,  it  offends  me  to  the  foul^  to  hear 
a  Epbuftious  pcrriwig-pated  7  fellow  tear  a  paffion  to 
tatters,  to  very  rags,  to  fplit  the  ear^  of  ^  the  ground- 
lings^ 

•  7  J— /terrnw^-patecl]  This  is  a  ridicule  on  the  quantity  of  felfe 
bair  worn  in  Shakefpcare's  time,  for  wigs  were  not  in  common 
ufe  till  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  In  the  T'wa  Gentlemen  ef  Vertmoj 
Julia  faj^s — **  I'll  get  me  Inch  a  colour'd  perrttvig^ 

Goff^  who  wrote  I'evcral  plays  in  the  reign  of  James  L  and  was 
no  mean  fcbolar,  has  the  following  Hnts  in  his  tragedy  of  the 
Courageous  Turk^  1652  :         '^  —  How  now,  you  heavens, 

*'  "Grow  you  fo  proud  you  muft  needs  put  on  curl*d  locks, 
"  And  clothe  yourfclves  mperrkxjigs  or  fire?" 

Players,  however,  feem  to  have  worn  them  moft  genefaBy* 
So,  in  iSt'^  IVonian  in  her  Humour^  1609:  *^— as  none  wear 
}ipod$  but  monks  and  ladies ;  and  feathers  but,forc-horfes,  &c  ;-«* 
none perri^gs  b u t pliers  and  pi(5t ures .     Stbevens. 

•  — the  groundlings; — ]  Thfe  meaner  people  then  fcetn  to 
Jiiave  (at  bdow,  as  they  now  fit  in  the  upper  gallery,  who,  not 
well  underflanding  poetical  language,  were  fomecimes  Ratified  by 
a  mimical  and  mute  rcprefentation  of  the  drama^  previous  to  the 
dialogue.     Johnson, 

Betbre  each  a»5l  of  the  tragedv  of  Jocajla^  tranflated  from 
iEuripidts^  by  Geo,  Gafcoigne  and  Fra.  Kinwelmerfh,  the  order 
of  thefe  dumb  fhews  is  very  minutely  defcribcd.  This  play  was 
prefented  at  Gray's  Inn  by  them  in  ij66.  The  mute  exhibitions 
included  in  it  are  chiefly  emblematical,  nor  do  they  difplay  a 
7  picture 
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lings  V  who,  for  the  moft  part,  are  capable  of  dOt 
thing  but  9  inexplicable  dumb  fliews^.  and  noiie ;  I 

pidtire  of  one  iingle  feme  which  is  afterwards  performed  on  the 
ilagc.  Inibtne  other  pieces  I  have  obferved,  that  they  fcrve  to 
ifltrodtice  fuch  circumftanccs  as  tht  limits  of  &  play  wodd  not 
admit  to  be  reprefented.  • 

**  Intreatyimr  worthy  fatience  to  contain 
"  Much  in  imagination  ;  and^  what  words 
**  Cannot  have  time  to  utter ^  kt  your  eyes^ 
**  Out  of  this  D^Bli  SHOW,  teiiymer  memories.^ 
Id  (horty  dumb  (hews  fometimes  fupplied  deficiencies,  and,  at 
ethers,  filled  up  the  fpace  of  time  whkrh  was  necefTary  to  pa(s 
while  bufinefs  was  fuppofed  to  be  tranfa^ed  in  foreign  parts.  Witb 
this  method  of  preferving  one  of  the  unities,  our  anceftors  appear 
to  have  been  fatisfied.    otn  Jonibn  mentions  the  gioundUngs  with 
equal  contempt.    ^*  The  unlderflanding  gentlemen  of  the  ground 
«  here.*' 

Again,  in  The  Cafe  is  AUer^d^  i6og: — ^•*  a  rode  barbarous  crew 
tbat  have  no  brains,  and  yet  grounded  judgmehts ;  they  will  hifs 
any  thipg  that  mounts  above  their  grounded  capacities.** 

Again,  in  Lad^  Alimm^^  '659*  "  ^  y^^^  flage-curtams  arti- 
ficially drawn,  and  fo  covertly  fhrowded  that  the  fquint-ey'd 
groundling  may  not  peep  in  V*  In  our  early  play-houfes  the'  pit 
had  neither  fl^oor  nor  benches.  Hence  the  term  of  groundlings  tor 
thofe  who  frequented  it. 

TYiC grosmdlif^yiti  its  primitive  iignification,  means  a  filh  which 
always  keeps  at  the  bottom  of  the  water.    Stee  yens. 

•  '-^inexfdicable  dumhjhews^  I  believe  the  meaning.is,  Jhewsj 
VJithout  words  to  explain  them.    Johnson. 

Rather,  I  believe,  fhews  which  are  too  confufedly  condudted 
to  explain  themfelves. 

I  meet  with  one  of  thefe  in  Heywood's  play  of  the  Four  Prentices 
tf  London^  1632,  where  the  Pre/enter  fays, 

"  I  muft  entreat  vour  patience  to  forbear 
"  While  we  do  fcaft  your  eye  asKt  flarve  your  car. 
**  For  in  dumbjbeoss^  which  were  they  writ  at  large 
*'  Would  aik  a  long  and  tedious  circumflance, 
**  Their  infant  fortunes  I  will  foon  exprefs  i^'  &c. 
l^hen  follow  the  dumb  Jbews^  which  well  iSsXiti^t  the  charadler 
Hamlet  has  already  given  of  this  fpecies  of  entertainment,  as  may 
be  feen  from  the  following  pafiage :    **  Enter  Tancred,  with  Bella 
I'ranca  richly  attired,  ^e  fomewhat  offering  ^'^v,  though  ihe  makes 
natjbow  ofiti^    Surely  this  may  be  called  an  int^pliuikk  dumhjhew!* 

:,    .    :.    jSltEElVENS. 

would 
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.would  havfc  fuch  a  fdlow  whipp'd  for  o'cF*d6ihd| 
■  Termagant ;  it  cut-herods  Herod  * :  Pray  yo&j 
avoid  it. 

'  '^Term^oHt  ;-^]  Tirmagaxi  ww  a  Saracen  deitj,  vciy  cla; 
morous  and  violent  in  the  old  moralities.  .  p£kCT. 

Termagant  is  mentioned  by  Sppnfcr  in  his  Fairy  ^een^  and  by 
Chaucer  in  The  Tak  cfSir  Tofas ;  and  by  B.  and  Fletcher  in  Kit^ 
0r  fftf  J^MT^y  as  follows : 

^^  This  would  make  a  faint  fwear  like  a  foldier,  and  a  foldlef 
*•  like  Termagant,*^ 
Again,  in  Kam'^Deyf  or  Merry  Tncht  i6|i : 
«  —  fwears,  God  blefs  us^ 
**  Like  a  very  Termagant,'* 
Again,  in  ne  FiHure^  by  Maffinger : 

**  —  a  hundred  thoufand  Turks 
**  AiTaird  him,  every  one  a  Termagaunt.^'    Steevens* 
*  ^^out'berods  Herod  f^     The  character  oi  Herod  \rx  the  ancicuf 
myfleries  was  alwa3rs  a  violent  one  : 

See  ihtCovejitriaLudus  among  the  Cotton  MiH  Vefpafian  d.  viil» 
•*  Now  I  regne  lyk  a  kyng  arayd  ful  rych, 
**  RoUyd  in  rynfi^  and  robys  of  array, 
**  Dukys  with  dentys  I  dryve  into  the  dych  j 
*'  My  dedys  be  ful  dowty  dcmyd  be  day." 
Again,  in  the  Cbefter  Whitfun  Flqys^  Mf.  Harl.  1013  j 
*'  I  kynge  of  kynges  non  foe  keene, 
**  I  fovraigne  fir  as  well  is  feene, 
**  I  tyrant  that  maye  bouth  take  and  t^n9  ' 

^*  Cailell  tower  and  towne. 

**  I  welde  this  worlde  withouten  were, 

♦*  I  beate  all  thofe  unbuxomc  beene ;  ""^ 

**  I  drive  the  devills  alby  dene 

^*  Deepc  in  hell  ^  do^ynet 

♦*  For  I  am  kingc  of  all  mankind©, 

«  I  byd,  I  beate,  I  lofe,  I  byude^     . 

•*  I  matter  the  moone,  take  this  in  mynde 

*♦  That  I  am  moft  of  mighte,  '1 

**  I  ame  the  greateft  above  degree 
**  That  b,  that  was,  or  ever  (hall  be  j 
•*  The  fonne  it  dare  not  (hine  on  raci 
**  And  I  byd  him  goe  downe* 

«*  No  rain©  to  fall  Ihall  now  be  free, 
**  Nor  no  lorde  have  that  liberty 
**  That  dare  abyde  and  I  byd  fleey,. 
^  Su|  )  (hall  crake  his  crowne." 

Sec  tlie  Fi^tt^s  Pt^^  p>  ^7n 
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I  PAijf.  I  warrant  your  honour. 

Ham.  Be  not  too  tame  neither,  but  let  your  own 
difcrction  be  your  tutor:  fuit  the  adlion  to  the  word, 
the  word  to  the  action  ;  with  this  fpecial  obfervance, 
that  you  o*er-ftep  not  the  modefty  of  nature :  For 
any  thing  fd  oVerdone  is  from  the  purpofeof  play- 
ing, whofe  end,  both  at  the  firft^  and  now^  wais,  and 
is,  CO  hold  as  'twere  the  mirror  up  to  nature;    to 
fliew  virtue  her  own  feature,  fcorn  her  own  image, 
and  the  very  ^  age  and  body  of  the  time  his  form 
and  4  preffure.     Now  this,  over-done,  or  come  tardy 
off,  though  it  make  the  unfkilful  laugh,  cannot  but 
make  the  judicious  grieve;    the  cenfure   of  which 
one,  muft,  in  your  allowance,  o*cr-weigh  a  whole 
theatre  of  others.     Q,  there  be  players  *,  that  I  have 
fccn  play, — and  heard  others  pralfe,  and  that  highly,—- 
*  not  to  fpeak  it  profanely,  that,  neither  having  the 

accent 

Chaucer  defcribing  a  parifli  clerk,  la  his  MiUer^s  Tale^  fays, 
**  He  plzyith  Herode  on  a  IkafFoId  high." 
The  pariih  clerks  and  other  fubordinate  ecclefiafticks  appear  to 
have  been  our  firft  adors,  and  to  have  reprclcnted  their  chara<Ster8 
on  difUnd  pulphs  OKfcaffolds*     Thus,  in  oAe  of  the  llagc-dirc<ftion8 
to  the  27th  pageant  in  the  Coventry  colleftion  already  mentioned ^ 
•♦  What  tyme-  that  proceflyon  is  entered  into  y'  place,  and  the 
Herowdys  takyn  \i\%  Jchafaldey  and  Annas  and  Cayphas  ihcic  , 
Jch(^(ddys^  &c.*'    Steevens. 

3  —age  and  body  of  the  time, — ]  The  age  of  the  time  can 
hardly  pafs.  May  we  not  re^d,  the  fcu:e  and  body^  or  did  the  au- 
thor write,  \\\&pagef  T^atpage  fuits  well  with  ^r«rand  frejfure^ 
but  ill  with  ^^^.     JoHMSON. 

To  exhibit  the  form  a?td prejpure  o^  the  age  of  the  timc^  is,  to  re- 
prefenc  the  manners  of  the  time  iuitable  to  the  period  that  is  treated 
pf,  according  as  it  may  be  ancient,  or  modern.  Steevens. 
^  ^-prejjure — ]  Refemblauce,  as  in  a ^r/W/.  Johnson. 
5  — O,  there  he  player i\  I  would  read  thus:  "  There  be 
players,  that  I  have  feen  play,  and  heard  others  praife,  and  that 
highly  (not  to  (peak  profanely)  that  neither  hating  the  accent 
nor  the  gait  of  Chriliian,  Pagan,  nor  MuJJulman^  have  fo  ftruited 
and  bellowed,  that  1  thought  iome  of  nature's  journeymen  had 
iflade  the  meuj  and  not  made  i hem  well,  ^c."    Fa R  m er. 

•  — {not  to  /peak  it  profanely) — ]     Profa^uly  fecms  to  relate,  not 
^p  (he  pruife  vvhich  he  hai  mentioned,  but  to  thi?  cenfure  which 

he 
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accent  of  chriftians,  nor  the  gait  ofchrilliail,  pagKriy 
9or  man,  have  fo  ftrutted,  and  bellowed,  that  I  hav^ 
fought  fome  of  naturc^s  journeymep  had  made^ 
pien*  and  not  made  them  weU^  they  imitated  hu- 
aianity  fo  abominably.        i         • 

I  fhy.  I  hope,  we  have  reformed  tharin^fferemfy 
tfitb  us. 

Hinn.  Ot  reform  it  altogether*  And  let  thofc,  that 
play  your  clowns^  fpeak  no  more  than  is  fetdown  f&f 
them  7 :  For  there  be  of  them,  that. will  themfelves 
laugh,  to  fet  on  fome  quantity  of  barren  fpeftators 
to  laugh  too ;  though,  in  the  hfiean  time,  fome  ne« 
cefiary  queftion  of  the  play  be  then  to  be  confidered  i 
that's  villainous ;  and  fliews  a  moft  pitiful  ambiciod 
in  the  fool  that  iifes  it.    Go,  make  you  ready. — 

[^Exeunt  Plajersi 

Enter  PolcniuSj  Rofencranti:,  and  Guildenfiern. 

How  now,  my  lord  I  will  the  king  hear  this  piecer 
of  work? 

he  18  about  to  utter*  Any  grofi  or  inddicate  laiiguags  was  called 
frtfane.    Johnson. 

7  „^fpeak  no  more  than  is  fet  down  for  them.1  So,  in  The 
Antipodes^  by  Brome,  1638 :      ^ 

««  —  you,  fir,  arc  incorrigible^  and 
"  Take  licence  to  yourfclf  to  add  unto 
**  Your  parts,  your  own  free  fancy,  to.** 
-^  *'  That  is  a  way,  my  lord,  has  been  allowed 
**  On  elder  flages,  to  move  mirth  and  laughter.''^ 
—  **  Yes,  in  the  days  of  Tarlton^  and  ofKen^^ 
♦'  Before  the  ftage  was  purged  from  barbarxfm,  &c.*^ 
Stowe  informs  us  (p.  697,  edit.  161  j),  that  among  the  twelve 
players  who  were  fwom  the  queen's  iervantsin  1583,  "  were  two' 
rare  men,  viz.  Thomas  Wilfon,  for  a  quicke  delicate  refined  e^* 
temporall  wttte  ;  and  Richard  Tarleton,  for  a  wondrous  plentiful!, 
pleafant  extemfAtrail  nvitt^  ^c," 

Again,  in  Tariton^s  Newes  from  Purgatory :  **  — *  I  abTented  my-f 
felf  from  all  plaies,  as  wanting  that  merfye  Rofcius  of  plaiers  thaC 
famofed  all  comedies  fo  with  his  pleafant    and  extemporaH  in' 

Pol. 
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Vol.  And  tht  queen  too,  and  that  prefcntly. 
Ham.  Bid  the  players  make  hade. — \jExit  Polonitts. 
\Vi!I  you  two  help  to  haften  them  ? 
Both.  Ajr,  my  lord.  [Exeunt  Ro/l  and  Guih 

Ham.  What,  ho ;  Horatio  t 

Enter  Hefratihk 

HeTf  Here,  fweet  lord,  it  yoUr  (ervice* 

Ham.  Horatid,  thoU  aft  e^en  as  juft  1  man 
As  e'er  my  converfatioft  C6p*d  withaL 

H^.  O,  my  dear  lord,— 

Ham.  Nay,  do  not  think  I  fta^rer  t 
For  what  advancement  may  I  hope  frohi  thee, 
1?hat  no  revenue  haft,  but  thy  good  fpirits, 
'To  feed,  ind  tloath  thefe  ?  Why  Ihould  the  poor  be 

flattered? 
Nd>  let  the  candy*d  tongue  lick  abfurd  pdmp  ; 
And  crook  ^  the  pregnant  hingeis  of , the  knee. 
Where  thrift  may  follow  fawriiHg.     Doft  thou  hear  I 
iSince  ^  my  dear  foul  ^as  mifttefs  of  her  choice, 
And  could  of  meii  diftinguifh  S  hef  eledlion 
Hath  fcal'd  thee  for  het-felf :  for  thou  haft  been 
As  one,  in  fuffering  all,  that  fuffers  nothing  } 
A  man,  that  fortune's  buffets  and  rewards 
Haft  ta*en  with  equal  thahks :  and  bleft  are  thofe, 
^  Whole  blood  and  judgment  are  To  well  co-mingled, 

*  ' — the  pregnant  hinges  cfthe  ineef"]    1  believe  the  fenfe  offrtg" 
mmi  in  this  place  is,  quick^  ready^ promft.    Johnson. 

*  — «);  ieSLTJfbit^]    Pcrfiaps,  my  clear  foul.    Johnson. 

ly tier  foul  is  an  expreffion  equivalent  to  the  f^  yvtai»f  ^Uo» 
ir9f9  of  Homer.    Steevens. 

*  jind  could  of  men  diftinguijby  her  eleBion 
Hath  fiaPd  thn  far  herjelf:\    Thus  the  folio.    The  quarto 
thus: 

And  could  of  men  diftinguifli  her  dedHon, 
W  bath  fealfd  thep,  &c.    Stee  vens. 

*  W^^fi  hlood  and  judgment^  According  to  the  dodrineof 
the  four  humours,  defire  and  confidence^  were  leated  in  the  blood, 
and  judgment  in  the  phlegm,  and  the  due  ii^ixtuse  of  the  humours 
made  a  perle^ft  charader*    Johnson. 

Vdl.  X.  U  That 
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That  tbey  are  not  a  pipe  for  fortune's' fihgrt:  ^* 
XoXpUrtd  what  flop  fhfe  pleafe :  Give  Ale  that  mia 
That  is  not  paffion's  (live,  and  I  will  wear  him 
Ili  niy  ,h(|gft's  core,  ay^  in  my  heart  of  heart, 
As  I  do  thee. — Something  too  n^uch  f>(  thisf— 
There  is  a  play  to-night  before  the  king ; 
One  fcene  of  it  comes  nedr  the  ciicumftance, 
Which  I  have  told  thee^  q{  my  fatbejp's  ^death,. 
I  pr'ythee,  when  thou  fee'ft  that  aift  a-foQt, 
Even  with  the  very  comnfient  of  thy  Ibul 
Obferv?  my  uncle  :  if  his  occulted  guilt       ^ 
Do  not  itfclf  unkennel  in  one  fpeeqn,  . 
It  is  a  damned  ghpft  that  we  have  ,feeri  ) 
And  my  imaginations  ^re  as  foul. ,;  '.,  ^., 
^s.s  Vulcan's  ftithy:  Give; him  heedful  note: 
For  I  mine  eyes  will  rivet  to  his  race  >^^  ..     ' 
And,  after,  we  will  both  pur  judgments  join. 
In  ceAfufe  of  his  feeming. 
;  //(?ir.;  Well,  my  lord  :  ,.   *       '    f 

If  he  ileal  aught,  the  whilft  this  ptay  is  playing, 
And  fcape  detefting,  I  will  pay  the  thettl 

Ham.  They  are  coming  to  the  play ;  Imufl  be  idle: 
Get  you  a  place.  ^  : 

t)amfii  march.     A  Jlo'uriJBi 

EnTet  Kih^;  ^cettj  PoMiiis;  OjphUfa'^'  RofehcrdntZy 
.   ^       Gkildenfiern^  and  Gtbeti. 

'  King.  How  fares  our  coulih  fiacnlet  ?  ' 

'  ^^Fukarfi  ftithy.—]     ^tith^  is  a  fmirh'^  ann>ih    JohnsoW- 
So,  in  Troilus  and  C^-tgidd :  •  ^ 

.  •  Now  by.  thc^^A  that  Jlk^k^,  MariV  Mm. 
So,'in  Greene's  Card  of  Fanc^^  i6o8  :— "  determined  to  ftili 
ontYxtftith  whi\c  tbeoifoit  was  hot/^         .'  , . 

Again,  in  Chaucer's  celebrated  defori^tiqn-'  of  the  Ten^  fj 
JioTj,  IsOe  edit*  ver.-ioiSr 

1      .   «*,  •'^^the  fmifti 
*f  That  forgeth.fliai'peAirerdes  Oft  his/iM,**     SteeveVs; 
-  -  ''    Haiii. 
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Ham.  Excellent,  i'  faith  ;  of  tht  cawtlbn's  dilh  t 
I  eat  the  ait,  promiie-cramm'd :  You  camioc  feed 
capons  fo.  *-  - 

Kih^.  1  have  nothing  with  this  anfweri  Hitnlet] 
tjiefe  words  are  not  tmwt.  — 

Hdtn.  I^Oj  4nof  mine  ftow.— ^y  lardjpy6i>^pla)t'd 
once  i'  the  univerfity,  you  fay  ?  To  Polonius. 

Pol.  That  did  I,  my  lo^d :  tod  \>ra»  accoutic^d  a 
good  afton 

Ham.  And  what  did  yWieftaft  ? 

Poh  I  did  enaa  Julius  Cafar  :  I  WM  kfll'd  f  the 
Capitol  J  Brutus  kiird  me*  .;  .>/    .'     ^ 

Ham:  It  was  a  brut*  part  di  hi*  vt^  liil*  fo  ca^ 
firrf  a  calf  there. — Be  the  players  re^y  ?  ' 

Raf.  Ay,  my  lord ;  *  they  ftay  upon  yduf  pjltience. 

^een^  CJonie  hither,  my  dear  Hanitet,  fit  by  me; 

Ham-  No,  good  mother,  h(?re^s  metal  tftdre  attrbc-* 
tive.  ^ 

M  Oho!  dayoufhafk  t*^  ?  •      [T0  ihe  klng\ 

Ham.  Lady,  ftiall  I  lie  in  your  lap  ? 

^  -^ngr  mifit  na^^l  A  man's  words^  (ays  the  prorerb,  arc  his 
•i^'n  BO  km^rthan  ht  keeps  them  iinfpokeoi    JarfNlsok* 

'  -^/f  <tt«itftf  brute  part  tf  bim^-^  Sir  John  Harrington,  in  his 
Mttamorphofo  ofAja^^  '59^»  ^^8  the  fame  quibbf^  :  '*  O  bfave^^ 
liiinded  Brutus!  but  this  I  muft  truly  fay,  tbey ,  wbre  two  hritijh 
parts  both  of.  bim  and  you;  one  to  kill  hts  fbns  for  treafoA,  th{^ 
odierto  kill  his  father  in  treafon***    Stestens. 

•  —  tbe^  Jlojf  utM yimr paiience,']  May  it  not  beTtflftd-more  in- 
tdligibly,  Th^  ftay  uponyour  pleafure.    In  Matktb  it  is  t 

•*  Noble  Macb^h,  we  flay  upon  your  Uifure***   Johnson* 
^  '-^ai  OpbeltWs  fict,]     To  He  at  the  feet  ol  ft  ibiftrefe  during 
tay  dramatic  reprefentation,  iie^ras  to  have  been  a  comrexh  a(^ 
«f  gallatitfy.    So*  in  the  ^u^jpm  tf  Corinth^  by  B,  aiid  F]et(Ch«r'i 
••  U/hers  her  to  her  *oacb  f//M  tf/ i^iff /iff* 
*^  At  JbUmn  majquis^  applauding  what  {he  laughs  at." 
•  AgjUti,  in  Qafcoigne's  Greejie  Knight's  faiie^ll  h  Fancier     . 
"  To  lititlfmg  in  laMes  iappes^  &c.*' 
This  fa(hrdrt  Which  Shakefpeare  probably  dtfigiHed  to  Hdtcuie 
.  ^7  appropriating  it  to  Hamlet  during  his  diifembm  madnefft,  it 
ItKewilb  expoftd  by  Docker,  in  his  Guls  HornhDok^  1609. 
Sae  an  esEtraft  liilixi  it  among  the  fre&cei.    6t£xyj^h«. 

U  a  Qpk 
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aja  HAMLET, 

Opt.  No,  my  lord. 

Ham*  I  mean,  my  head  upon  your  lap^  ? 

Opb^  Ay,  my  lord. 

Ham.  9  Do  you  think,  I  meant  country  matters? 

Opb.  I  think  nothing,  my  lord. 

Ham.  That's  a  fair  thought  to  lie  between  maids' 
legs. 

Oph.  What  is,  my  lord  ? 

Ham.  Nothing. 

Opb.  You  arc  merry,  my  lord. 

Ham.  Whp»  1  ? 

Opb.  Ay,  my  lord. 

Ham.  O !  your  only  jig-maker '.  What  ihould  a 
man  do,  but  be  merry  ?  for,  look  you,  how  cheer- 
fully my  mother  k>oks^  and  my  father  died  wicbirt 
ihele  two  hours. 

Opb.  Nay,  'tis  twice  two  months,  my  lord. 

Ham.  So  long  ?  *  Nay,  then  let  the  devil  wear 
black,  for  Til  have  a  fuit  of  fables.   ,0  heavens! 

&t 

*  /  mean^  &c.]  This  (peech  and  OfhtUtts  reply  to  it,  are  omittd 
In  the  quartos.    Steetems. 

^  Boyou  ibifA  IvKOnt  amntiy  matters f]  I  think  we  nuft  re«i, 
Do  you  think  I  meant  tountiy ,  TtAiitietiT  Do  yoii  imagine  that  I 
meant  to  fit  in  your  !a]^,  wrth  fuch  nragh  g^bmtry  as  clowns  ufcto 
their  lailes?    Joh>i^6n.  ^'      *   o       -: 

*  "-^jouronfy  jig-jnaker.]  Thei>e  may  have  been  fome  humouc 
in  this  paflag^,  tbt  force  bf ^hldr'is  novi^  dininuOied :. 

'«  Are^ot,asii^th^diiVsoftrriderfi^ildfngy   - 
'  «*  Now(atisfiedW!tHb#a>^^ivh&!i(6nte 
««  They  cannot^Wftii  their  keMtloiir^  tell  for  after 
^  The  play;thejr1<*k4ff%e  fiSi^M^ub  in  the  mid^.'' 

.  Cbanvts^  of  hrvt  m  rf  masa^  by  Sbirky^  i6ja. 

In  xYntU^  &ts  kfim'^RM,  i6t^'dhebf  the  playen  comes  id 

folicit  a  gentleman  to  avrtt^  aylg^  foi!*  %fim«    A  jig  was  not  m 


Many  of  thefe  jifi 

Company :— ^'^  PhMtjps  ^his'^i^  of  the  HylftM^  i.^9^i{.    KcmpeV 

yigg  oi  the  Kitdhen^uff-wbman,  *5W»*    Stee vens. 

*  — A^r  ^^  ^  ^  ^^'^  '^^  ^^^Y  fox  ra  b<mH  a  fuit  ^ 
JaUes,f*^}Thc  coDceie  of  theft  words  is  not  t»kefl»    Th^  ac9  an 

ironical 
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die  two  m'pnths  ago,  and  not  forgotten  yet  ?  Then 
there's  hope,  a  great  man's  memory  may  outlive  his 
life  half  a  year:  But,  by'r-lady,  he  mud  build 
churches  then :  or  elfe  fhall  he  fufier '  not  thinking 

on, 

ironkal  apolo^  for  his  mother's  cheerful  looks :  two  months  was 
long  enough  in  confdence  to  make  any  dead  hufband  foi^rotten* 
But  the  editors,  in  their  nonienfical  blunder,  have  made  Hamlet 
£ay  juft  the  contrary.  That  the  devil  and  he  would  both  fp>  into 
mourning,  though  his  mother  did  not«  The  trye  reading  is  this, 
N^j  then  kt  the  devii  wear  Black,  *fore  m  htpoe  a  fuit  affable* 
^Fmr^  u  6.  before.  As  much  as  to  fay.  Let  the  devii  wear  black 
jbr  me.  111  have  none.  The  O^d  Editor  defpifes  ao  emenda- 
tion fo  eafy,  and  reads  it  thus,  iV^,  thfn  kt  the  div'd  wear  black,  far 
rU  bmfeajkit  ^ermine.  And  you  could  expert  no  lefs,  vfhs^, 
fuch  a  critic  had  the  dreiling  of  him.  But  the  blunder  was  a 
l^lant  ooe«  The  fenfelefs  editors  had  wrote  Jahles^  the  fur  fo 
called,  for  fable,  black.  And  the  critic  only  changed  this  fur  for 
diat;  by  a  Uk«  fig}ire,  the  common  people  {^yyTou  r^oice  the 
€$chles  of  Mv  heart,  for  the  mufcles  of  nr^  heart ;  an  unlucky  millake 
of  .one  ihell-iifli  for  another.    War£urton. 

I  know  not  why  our  editors  (hould,  with  fuch  implacable  anger, 
perfecute  their  predeceiibrs.  0«  %u^\  ^  ^cUitinir,  the  dead^  it  is 
true,  can  make  no  reliftaace,  they  may  be  attacked  with  great 
iecurity ;  but  iince  they  can  neither  f(^l  nor  mend,  the  fafety  of 
mauling  them  feems  greater  than  the  pleafure ;  nor  perhaps  would 
it  much  miibefeem  us  to  remember,  amidft  our  triumphs  over  the 
nm^nfical  and  xh&  fenfelefs^  that  we.likewife  are  men ;  that  debemur 
mortiy  and,  as  Switt  obferved  to  Burnet^  ihall  foon  be  among  the 
dead  ourfelves. 

I  cannot  find  how  the  common  lading  is  nonfenfe,  nor  why 
Hamlet,  when  he  laid  afid^.  his  d^fs  of  mourning,  in  a  country 
where  it  was  bitter  coldy  and  the  air  was  nifping  and  eager,  (hould 
l>ot  have  zfmt  of  fables.  I  fuppofe  it  if  well  enougl^  ^pwn,  that 
the  fur  of  fables  is  not  black.  ,  Johnson. 

Kfuii  of  fables  was  the^richcft  drefe  th^t  could  be  worn  in 
Denmark.    St£EV£ns.  .   . 

Here  again  is  an  equivoque.    In  MaJingerU  OldLmi^  we  have 
— **  A  cunning  gri^f, 
*'  That's  only  taced  with,^i<rj  for  a  ihoW| 
"  But  gawdy-heartcd."—    Farmer. 
.  •  "^fujfer  not  thinking  on^  with .  the  hMy^horfe  ;-r-]     AmQngft 
the  country  may-games  there  was  an  hobbvrhoife,  whicl|^  when 
the  puritanical  humour  of  thqip  tinges  oppoied  and  difcr^ited  thcfe 
games^  was  brought  by  the  poets  and  bsdlaJd-makers  as  an  inftance. 
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»94  H    A    M .  L    E    T, 

on,  with  the  hobby-horfe;  whofe  ^piuph,  is  f^r,  j5, 

^nter  a  king  and  queen  4,  very  lovingly  \  tb£  queen  em^ 
bracing  himy  and  he  her.  She  kmels^  and  makes  ffje^ 
^f  prcteft^ti$n  unto  Hnh  lie  takes  her  upj  ana  4$" 
dines  bis  bead  upon  her  neck :  lays  bim  d^n  upon  a 
bank  of  fiswers\  Jhe^  feeing  bim  ^ep^  leaves  bim* 
Jl^on^  comes  in  a  fellow^  takes  ojf^bis  ctown^  kif^s 
ity  and  pours  poifon  in  the  King's  .^arsj  a^  .^. 
^be  mee^  returns  \  finds  the  king  deady  and  fncAei 

'of  the  trdiLutqu3  *cal  of  the  fc<5^aries':  Yrom  ,thcfe. ballads  Hamlil 
*quotes  a  line  or  two.    'WARBtJRtoN. 

'  —  O^  the  hphfy-horfi  is  forgot J\  In  Lorvis  Labour's  Lpft^  this 
line  is  alfo  lotroducc^:  In  a  ftnail  bjack  -  letter  liook,  intitlal, 
iPhyes  Co/if^tedy  by  ^Scephcq  G(}ffibn,  I  find  the  hbih^'b^^e  enu- 
Ttreratt-d  in  thelifl:  of  dances.  "  For  the  devil  (fays  this^  author) 
**  beefide  the  beautie  of  the  houfes,  and  the  ftages,  fend'eth  in 
•^'  geafiA  ajjf<areil,  mafkes,*  vaiiting,  tumbling,  dauncing  of  giggcs, 
-*'  galiardes,  moiifces,  hohhf-btjrfi'z*^  ^c.  ^nd  v^tli^txh  Tu  q^ua^^^ 
15-99  the 'fame  expreffion' occurs :  •  ' 

**  The  orner  hoify'horfeyi^tXQtvtt:^\^  nOf  fdi-gotten:" 
Iii  TEXNOTAMlAi  6r.f)4f  J^4m^>  ^  16x8,  is  tlifi 

following  flage-dire^ion.         '' 

♦*  Enter  a  holh^-horfi^  dancing  the  tnortic^"  *&c. 
i^ain,  in  B.  and  Fletcher'^ /^A^^fP/^^j^i//  '  ^ 
&o!tQ.  '*  Shall  the  /'i^%-Z'();;^  t>c '  forgpt  theii^ 
•<«  The  \i0^t'i\A  hobl^-horfe^  fhall  he Ti^' fcionder^V?" 
The  fcene,  in'whichthisf  paftage  is,  wilTvery  amply  confirm 
^1  that  Dr.  WarburtonhasTaW  concerning  xhihohly-^barje. 

Again,  in  B,en  Jonfon's  Enteriainment  fhr  il^ ^iten  a^dPHsce 
^tJithorpe:  '  '  -'/^ 

"' Bat  f(*e,  ^>5/*>&(>%ii^;r/^  is 'forgot. 


i'  F90I, 

^^Toft_ 

f*  And  fome  other*  buffoon  ^races.*^ 


il,  it  miift  be  your  Idt, 
^•^  To  ftippl)^'hfeVint*'with  face's,-" 


fage  w'6re  aftembled ;  but'  being  all  founded  on  i  miifakeh  rcafflng, 
they  are  now  omitted,   -Steev^j^s. 
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^affimaU  aSfion.  The  poifoneri' with  fome  t'wo  or 
three  muies,  comes,  in  again^  feeming  to  lameftt  *Wftl/ 
her.  The  dead  bod^  is  carried  away^  The  poifoner 
wooes  the  queen  with  gifts ;  Jhe  feems  loath  and 
u^m^Ung  a  wkile,  but  in  the  eddy  accepts  his  love. 

[Exeunt^ 
Oph\  ;What  .means  this,  myJord  ?  <  > 

Hatifu  5 Marry,  this  is  miching  malicbo';  it  means 
loifchicf.         ,.  .         \  ,  '     ' 

-'Opiy, 

"  ^  Marfy^this  ismkhTng  niaficho ;  //  means  mtfchicf'\  The  Oxford 
E^tovy  imagiaing  that  the  fpeaker  had  here  englifhed  his  own 
cant  phrafe  of  miching  malicho^  tells  us^  (by  his  glpffary)  that  it 
fignifies  mijihicf  fying'hid^  and  tfiat  mdlichdh  the  Spanifh  malhcco^ 
whereas  it  fignifies^'gLyV^  ik  vjaiijir  ti^e  poifoner.  Which,  the 
f|)eaker  tells  us,  w9»  \hc  .veiy  purpofe  of  this  reprefeljtation.  It 
fcopld  therefore  hp  rt7{d,ma}he<:horS^^m^9x\\s.foifo7ier.  So  ptic/j 
iigklfi^9  origjttalyr/to  ^^^P  hid  and  oiit  of  fight;  ^nd,  asVuch 
men  generally  did  it  for  the  purpofes  of  i^sMg  in  uvi//,«jit  then 
fignified  jto  rob.  And  in  this  fejiie  ^haWefpeare  ufes  thenoufi,  a 
micher^  when  fpeaking  of  prince  Henry  amongft  a  gang  of  robBers. 
^hall  the  hkjfed fun  qf  heave fkfrove  ^^micher  ?  Shdlthe  fon  of  En|- 
land^r^w^  a  thief?  And  in  this  feofe  it  :s  ufed  by  Chaucer,  in  his 
tranflation  of  Le  Raman  dt  la  Roffy  \9here  he  turns  the  w6rd  Hern 
(which  i&larron^  iwleur)  \y^michcr.     WAJtBUJEiTON, 

I  think  Hanmer's'expohtion  moft  likely  to  Ije  right.  Dr.  War* 
burton,  to  juftify  his  interpretatibh,  rfilift  write,  miching  . tor  maU* 
cbor^  and  even  then  it  will  be  harfh-     Johnso^i.     "     ' 

Dr.  Warburtpn  is  right  in  his  e.^planatxon  of  tRe  word  miching. 
So,  in  the  jK^/ig-Tirl,  1^51  :  \,    "      ;  . '.    ' 
" -; — ^  wilt  thoi?,  .enyijjus  dotard, 
**  Strapglcf  my  greatness  i^Amicfji^sg  hole  ?*'   ' 
Again,  in  Stan^ufirs?^'^^//,'I^62v  \ 
"  —  wherefore  tlius  v-iinL^ly  in  land  Lybye  mUchej6\Xl'^  ^ 

The  quano  reads--- w^f^c^^jj-  Kiallko-     St£  e  ven  s. 

Miching^  fecrct,'  covered,  lying  hid.  In  this  ft^nfe  Chapman', 
our  author's  coteftrporary,  ule§  the  world  \n  The  Ul^^'^v*s  Teaf% 
podfl  Old  PL  vol.  i.v.  p,  ^y  u  Lj'lander,  to  try  his  wife's  fidelity, 
."elopes  from  her:  'his  friends  report  ihut  he  is  dciij»  and  make 'a 
mock  funei^al'  rot , him  :  his  wire,  to  ihew  excelli^'e  fonow  fpr  tfie 
loft  of  her  hulbanld,.  til  tits  herfclf  up  In  his  monument;  to  whicl| 
Tife  comes  in  ^1ginfe>  and  obtains  her  love,  ^ouvithilaLiding  b« 
had  aflured  her  in  the  nveun  tiij^e,  that  he  was  the  laiaii  u'h6  iliSv? 
ilered  ho:  hi^and.    On  which  he  exclaims, 

y  4  —Oat 
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a9«  HAMLET, 

Opb.  BcUkc,  this  fliow  imports  the  f rgumpiit  of 
•  the  play. 

Enter  Probguc. 

Ham.  We  fhall  know  by  this  fellow  :  ^c  players 
cannot  keep  counfel ;  they'll  tell  alL      , 

Opk  Will  he  tell  us  what  this  (hew  meant  ? 

Ham.  Ay^  or  any  (hew  that  you'll  ihew  him: 
Be  not  you  aiham^d  to  fliew  ^  he'll  not  fliapc  to  tcU 
you  what  it  means.         ^'   V     '' 

Opb.  You^|^^iiaLjght,^youarenaugk    TU  m^I^ 

the  play*     "'       ^   -.  -  '  .  w.  ^. 

Pro.  :Fcti\ib,lai^  ffr  ciffrtrag^ii^ 
:    Hamnmm  ^te64  bf  Ue  Wofrofi  ring  a 

Po  tell  the  gover9BJir.,l^.^]fiJ)ft,br9iig^t.Sovx>o 
ot  for  thi^^/f^^^baf^-flK^fg^^E^        [„^y,'^ . 
And  again,  p.  301.       i,,,fcMH<.[    .%v3x^  o)  bf.,ii,.']r  >.»,      . 

^b   >e£¥^    ^-"iW'    ■    ^^r^^-^   frU?;it  ;.;fT  ci^  Ul^['  .'..    ll    j.Mi 
CiiW  'v'^;    W^5  mkbt^  fij,  JDtO  a  bH&d;  QQI^Icc^C^f  %  iQltvK 

In  this  very  fenfe  ii  occurs  in  tbe  Pi/^/fiot%  Beaumont  ?nd 
^^fktcher,  vol,  J,  j^^,|.42p  "  A  ^ifta(jw/£-^/ffgr  m  a  meadow,"  That 
\,^l/}%  a^  tbejngciwws  editors  {t^hq  ba^  happily  rubiticiKed  rnkdi^ 

fur  ,:^i(//^/^^^r^m«')<,  <'  A  lea^ji  deer, -^^lag,,  fo^ic^r^j'g  and  with-^ 

tt  *^^^~"-^^  s^^J'^^-^^^'^'V  /f /^a|^,  &^,Xc  Tfe*^:  cQnvcrfaiifl©  of 
^^^^^^TOkt  with  Oj^he%,  .wJiicii,.c^imptJ^l  to^ifguft  every  nwderia 
^^,  re'ader,  is  probftbly  f^i:h  as  vvas  peculiar  40  the  joung  and  taihion- 
-;i^  abk  of  tb^  agq  of  Siiakefpeare,.u,hich  was  ty  no  means,  aa  age 
^^/li(  4e%scyv   Xj^eiK^tji*,  Hqvvcy.^ri^  for  extravagance 

of  iboughr,  not  bdcccncy  of  eypreffion,   ig  the  chara^lcriftic  of 
rirtdncfs*  at  lead  of  fuch  m^4ofis  fts  fliQuU  be  reprefented  on  tbe 
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Enter  a  King^  and  a  ^un. 

P.  King.  Full  thirty  times  hath  Phgebus^  c%Tt  7  g^ne 
round 
Neptune's  fajt  waft?  and  Tellus'  orbed  ground ;     :  ' 
And  thirty  dozen  moons^  with  borrowed  ^  fheen 
About  the  world  have  times  twelve  thirties  bepn ; 
Since  love  our  hearts^  and  Hyn^eq  did  our  hands,  . 
Unite  commutual  in  moft  facred  bands. 

P.  ^fen.  So  many  journeys  may  the  fun  and  mqon 
Make  us  again  count  o'er,  ere  love  be  don^  I 
but,  wpe  is  me,  you  are  ifo  Tick  of  late, 
So  far  from  cheer,  and  from  your  former  ftat^^ 
That  I  diftruft  you.    Yet,  though  I  (tiftruft, 
]^fcomfort  you,  my  lord,  it  nothing  mud : 
For  women  fear  tpo  mu^ph,  ^^vco  as  they  love, 
An^  w6n»en*s  fcaf.»  fjofl  Ipy?,  hpW  flu^ity  { 
In  neither  ought^  or  m  .'^tjren^itv^  ;  ,^  j   ,  , 
I^pw,  what  my  love  i?,  prc^hatfti^^ 
>  And  a;  mj  love  is  fiz*d,  my  fear  is  lb. 

7  ^cart]  Acl^ric^^ttiH^iftfy'ft^dilled. -^Thus  Chaucer 
mthcJGf/i'i6/i?kAsi!*teWihVcr/id^^         \ 

The  carter  ove«*fiidieii  t^h  hl^c^rt;     S^EtVEN«» 

9  ^  even  as  they  lavi.\  Hb«ttems'«cP'b6«  Bnfc  bft,  which 
ftoold  have  rhymed  to /mr,    JoifKsbN. 

This  lipe  IS  pmitted  in  t^e  ASios.  ,  f^aps  a  toplet  was  de- 
fiflrned,  ^M  <heti  iQ!teiid>df  bve,  we  fhou{i  r^,  lu/t^  The  foljo 
^vtA  'ti^  ncxk^iili^Wui  i  '^-^  -^  ••  ^ '-•  ->'•  '  •  ^'  "■       '^  ' 

^ "-  F&r  wo  me  ii  \  tor  and  love  hoiSs^  qua  n  tt  ty .'  *  St  e  E  v  e  n  s , 
*  And  m  OTV  iiyve  is  (ii'd,  nrf  fiar  bjhJ\  Mr.  Pope  fays,  I  read 
/nVj  and,  indeed,  I  66  fos  becauiv,  I  obferve,  ihc  quarto  of 
1605  reads,  cix^d;  thatof  lOii,  W;^;  the  tolio  in  1632^/2;; 
arid  ihat  m  162 j^Js^^dr  and  bccsiuiej  befTdte,  tfee  rttiok  lenor  of 
the  ^nteatt  demandfi  thb  reading  i  tor  the  lady  evidench'  b  talk- 
ing hem  of  rhc  quanrrty  ahd  prop-jrtion  of  berlotfC  and  fear  i  not 
of  their  coutinuaitce^  duration^  or  fUibiliiy.  Cleopatra  expreile* 
herfelf  much  in  fhe  ikme  mantjcri  irkh  if^td  to  her  grief  for 
|he  lofs  of  Anrony;  ^     j,    >t  > 

—  -■  -  aitr  £be  rffirr^FW^  ■      ' 

Proportioned  /^^vr  caufe,  ixri^  ^ni  great 

^/  that  V2hicb  makes  lU    Theobald, 

Where 
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Where  love  hgfim  %p^  }i^,#.>dp^V^  *re  fcarj 
Where  little  fears  grovv  greatV  great  lov^^jipws  ther^^ 
^  P^King*  'FrntH^'i^  mitflk  icaVe  tfiet?V\ove,  and  fhortly 

too; '^'-'^  '^  . 

My  operant  powers  3  their  ^funftioA^fcayc  to  4o  ;    '. 
And  thou  (halt  liv^  in  this  fair  v^orl.d/behincj,  ' 
HoBOU^M,  -betoVa*;-  and,  haply,  -one.  iis  kind  . 
For  ^lufband  Aalt-  thou-^-^'*  •  ^   • '  '•  "^  • 

P.  ^een.  Oi 'confound  ^thc. reft  f''     '  ,;  ' 

Sttch  Ibyc  muft  needs' be  treafcin 'in  my.  breaft-4 
In  fecoiid -hirfb^ndlet.-tne^je  accurft  ! 
None  wed  thc-fecond,-  but  who  kilPd  the  firft/  . 

P.  ^eih.  *-T?heJoftaiK^si^thai  Fe^^^^^ 

move,    .\-"  '••  ■    •  •*     •  y^'    "    •  r  ^  "':r>   i  l 

Are  bate  refpeft^  nf  thrift*  b\it  hbne  of  Jove  :*  "\ 
A  fecond^ime'*I4rilf  WyliulbaiJd  dfcacl/  '  ^ 

When  fecond  hufbauid-kiffcs  me"in^jbi^ 

P.King.  ida^j^Ttev^,  y  ^  t|tf  nk  wh^t  how  jnaU  fpfeak : 
But,  what  we  dq^  dftetmine^  oft  w^e 'break.  *     '  ^^ 
iPuffJpfe  is.buijthefla^ct&iiicmary:;^  '     ~  ' 

Of  violent  birth^  but -poer- validity*:  "^  '    * 
Which  nqw,  like  fruit  upripe,  fticks  .q^  tlje  trecj^ 
^ut,fiall,  uQlfeakefl,  wl^eauiey^^  .- 

Moft  neccffary* ''tis,  that. wciforg^''/      •'     • 
*Tc^pay  ourfclves  ^'wliat  to  oiafrayes  is  (^^^ 
W'h^to  ourfelves  in  paflton  wc^pic^ofe, 
The  :^f(affion  ending,  doth  the  |Mar|)dfe  lofe,. 

*.  IFh^r^  I^,^  &p.]  .  f  ivcfe  twa  lin?^  pe  ymittcd  in  ili^  foBo* 

.  "..    .'    "  /    SteeVjem^. 

Timon  as  an  epithet  to  ^pifik.     Heywbod  ^"ii  Ukcwife  uj/^  ^t,^ 

'  .'  *    *^  ~roay  my <^tfr^»/']>arts 

*^  Each  QQ.e  Forget  their  office  1" 
The  word  is  now  bbfolete/ '  St  e  e  v  e  n  s  • 
^^  7?>^  ifi/lancffi^^^\    The  moifves.    Jo  kk  $  o  ijr, . 
.5  *»-  «io^<jt/  /^.  ourMpeS'is  debt  *;]     Ttie  pjerfprmappe  ^  o^  a  refolu- 
tion,  in  which  only  the  r^Sj^^r  Js'jf^tqr^fted,  is  a  dc^t  only  tp 
himlijlf,  which  he  mav  therefor^  rerint  at  pleafure,     Johnson. 

•     '  5    '  Tb« 
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P  R  I  NC  E  o,p  D  P  If  M  A  R  K.    $9^ 

«  The  violence  of  .eyher  gjef  or  joy. 
Their  ownrenadlurc?  with  themfclves  dcftrpy: 
Where  joy  moft  i^cvcls,  grief  doth  moft  laiiient  { 
Grief  joys,  joy  grieves,  on  (lender  ^cpident, 
T^his  world  Js  not  fot  fiye  5  npr  'tis  not  ilrginge, 
yb4t   «vcn  pur   loyes  IjbpHld  wit^  pyr  iprcunts 

change  j 
For  'tis  a -queftion  left  us  yet  to  prove. 
Whether  love  lead  fortune,  or  cjfe  fortufse  Ipvc, 
The  great  man  down,  yoii  mark,  his  favpurite  flies; 
yhc  poor  advanced  awakes  friends' of  ^nemicfl. 
And  hitherto  doth  ^ove  on  forcune  riend  : 
For  who  not  needs,  fliall  pevier  lack  a  friends 
And  who  in  wjipt  .^  hoilw  irknd  dpth  try, 
^FcS^y  ieafpn^.  jkio)  Jtiis  eqemy* 
But,  orderly  to  «nd  where  I  begun, —  \ 
fiur  .v'dht  A9d  f^acfs,  ^o'fo  contrary  rvKi, 
That  our  devices  ftill  arc  overthrew^)  5        - 
Our  thoughts  areourS)  their  ^ends  sjonepf  <iur.wri^: 
jBo  think  thdu  wilt  no  fecood  rhuOj^n^*  wffd ; 
3uc  die  thy  thopgjit?.,  ^ben  ^Hy  fkft  lord  is  dca^,-  [' 
P.^en.  NQr^jh4».giv«»€|b0din0rheavenJi^l 
iSport^  and  rej»ofe  lock  fronv  9jft  ^Ay,  and  nighl;t 
Jp  4ef|>er|#iQn  7..jti«n  .my  tftift  «id;h0pel  : 
» MiWchprV  jcb§cfi>p:prifQp  J>f  ri^y  («^  I'    ^     • 

•  fTfe  violence  rf  either  griper  jqj^^ 

flfeir  ow»,en^{iixs  with  fhemfehes  eUfitoyt]  What  grtrf  or 
joy  cfiofi  or  determine  in  dieir  violence.  Unrevoked  in  their  abate- 
meat*  JEni^^w^it  the  wond  in  tbc:qiiirt6^  A  thejnbdern  e4i- 
tioA«  have  enoHors*    -Johnson. 

7  To  dej^atim^  &(:.]    This  ^  the  fcfflowing^lice  arc  omitted 

\xi  the  folio.     StEEVEKt.'   •  >. ) 

•  An  anchor^ s  cheer  in  prtfon  if'^  ft<fpe¥\    ^jlay   my  ^hole 
iiberty  and  enjoyment  be  to  lire  on^hefmR*«  fare  in  a  prifop* 

Ancb&r  \%  lot  ^choreu     JoH^soir.   .   ,        *^  ^       '' 

Thi8  abbreviation  of  toe  word  anchorti'n'ttxy  ancient.    I  fitd 

•it  in -the  'Romanise  of  Robert  /Ar  jP^^^tVj.iirtfltcd  by  Wyjdk^H  de 

Wfi^i  -**  We  have  rofe^cd   and  kHJed  tion^ea,  holy  au^ert^ 

tmiifies»  clerkes,  ^/^    Agaioi  ^^  Jihc  "Afi^e  yffUil  be  an  ^»irr  ipt 

Sg  bcjor«»etl>.to  preqlie.*» 
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Each  oppofite,  that  blanks  the  face  of  joy. 
Meet  what  I  would  have  well,  and  it  dcftroy ! ' 
Both  here, 'and  hence,  purfue  me  lading  ftrife. 
If,  once  a  widow,  ever  I  be  wife!  * 

Ham.  If  (he  (hould  break  it  now, [To  OpI^ 

P.  King.  'Tis  deeply  fwoVn.     Sweet,  leave  me  here 
5    a  while*, 
My  fpirits  grow  dull,  and  fain  I  would  beguile 
The'tediouis  day  with  fleep.  [Skeps^ 

T.  ^een.  Sleep  rock  thy  brain ; 
And  never  come  mifchance  betwiitt  us  twain  I     {Exih 

Ham.  Madam,  how  like  you  this  play  ? 

^een.  The  lady  doth  pVoteft  too  much,  methinks. 

Ham.  O,  but  ftie^ll  keep  her  word. 

King.  Have  you  heard  the  argument  ?  Is  there  no 
offence  in*t  ? 

Ham.  No,  no,  they  do  but  jeft,  poifon  in  jeft ;  no 
offence  i'  the  world. 

King.  What  do  you  call  the  play  ? 

Ham.  The  moufe-trap^  Marty,  how  ?  Tropically. 
This  play  is  the  imagie  of  a  murder  done  in  Vienna : 
Gbnzago  is  the  duke^s  name ;  his  wife,  <  Baptifta : 
you  (hall  fee  anon ;  'tis  a  knaviOi  piece  of  work :  But 
what  of  that?  your  majefty;  and  we  that  have  free 
•fouls,  it  touches  us  not :  Let  the  gaH'd  jade  wince  % 
bur -withers  are  unwrung.— • 

Again,  in  The  Ftfion  of  Pierce  Plowman :    "  ' 

*^  As  ankers  and  hccmits  t}iat  hold  hem  in  her  felles,** 
.  This  and  the  foregoing  line  w  not  iti  th^  folio,    1  believe  we 
ihould  read — anchors  "c/Sw/r.     So.  in  the  fecond  Satire  ql  Hall's 
fourth  book  edit.  1602,  p.;i8 ;  '     , 

*'  Sit  fevcn  yearcls  JanJng  iir  an  ^chor^i  cbeyre 

**  Tq  win  fomc  parcAcid  dite^Ji  of  mincvere,'*  Sti^evens, 

•  Tfje   moufe-trqf^  **"  He   calls  it  the    moufe-^tr^f^    bccaufe  it 
is     •  the  thing"'       -^  -      ■     '  • 

In  which  he'll  eaici  the  confcience  b,f  the  king* 

/  ^  Steevens. 

*  Baptifia  is,  I  think,  in  Italian,  thens^fne  always  of  a  nian* 

?  Let  the gaiVd  jfade  mnce^  &c,]     Thit  is  a  proverbial  &ying« 
So,  in  Damon  and  Pythias^  1582  : 

^*  I  know  xhtgalN  borfi  will  fooncft  vsinceP    SxEfe vens, 

Ent<T 
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PRINCE  or  DENMARK,     jai 
Enter  Luciams^ 

This  is  one  Lucianus,  nephew  to  the  duke. 

Opb*  You  are  as  good  as  a  chorus,  my  lord. 

^Ham.  I  could  interpret  between  you  and  your 
love,  if  I  could  fee  the  puppets  dallying. 

Opb.  You  are  keen,  my  lord,  yotr  are  keen. 

Ham.  It  would  coft  you  a  groaning,  to  take  off 
my  edge. 

Opb.  4  Still  better,  and  worfe, 
^  Ham.  5  So  you  miftake  your  hufbands. 

Begin,  murderer. Leave  thy  ^amnabfe  faces,  and 

begin. 
Come-^The  croaking  raven  dbt;h  bellow  for  revenge. 

5  Ham.  /  caM  intafret^' Sec]  T&isf  refets  to  the  interpreter, 
who  formerly  lat  on  the  flagc  at  dl  moti(ms  or  puffeufimis^  and  in* 
tcipreted  to  the  audience.  ^    ^  .   j      ,,        '.\ 

So,  in  the  T^wo  Gentlemen  cf  Verona:      V   .    .  .  '.   ; , 

"  Oh  excellent  motion  !  oh  exceeding  'puppet  /  / ,  '    ' '  ! 
^  J^ovry^WXh^interprtiiQrhtt'.^X  ^^^'   -^•' ''»'        y   < 
Again,  inGredne^s  Groeofwctrtb  ^\Wu\^ihi(ii^'  'l^inP-n^ltWas  I 
thatoenn'd  the;  moral,  ipf  nian'^  wi<,  ^^  ,^l^ep£,  pive^j  ,^i^ 
for  wvrti  years*  fpace  was  abfolute  interpreur  oh  we  jkippeti.    '   X 

♦  StiS  ktter,  <imi  «»>f>^c]  i;  <^*  bet«tt?'iii  fl(^flit«i)l  (fan  iiritf^uf 
your  dtmUt  fliftawfr-^  but  w^giffijAi^  jrj^^ 
ineming.    Stje«n&.  .  .,  , .  i    .  ,  ,.;louoi  t;  ^w.r 

5  iSl^jmK  miftake  ^«r /b»^^Ji.  J  Read.  oi>j«7«  muft  talrej|^(7«f 
bujhandsi  thatisjjfir  heitfr^  fir  virfi.     yt^nmo^, 

Theobald  pro^ofed  the  lame  reading  in  hi*  Shaksjpcare  R^tfrtd^ 
however  he  loft.  It  afterwards.  Steele?***!,,  ^  4,  \;  ' 
^  ^^  ^  JQS^  pfift^h  your  hulbands/*  .;!',,',  ;,,/r,dj^r*.  y^/T 
I  befieve  t&i»  tp  be  right :  ihe  wotA  is  fometfinqj  uftd  in  thTe  li|f 
dicrouB  manner.  **  Your  true  rrick,  rafcal  {fa>s  Ur(Uia  in  Biifx' 
tbokmiw  Fei^.l\mMii  be  to  be  ever  bufie,  ajid  miflake  away  the 
bottles-  and  cads^.  heibre  they  be  h  alf  dr  uok  att'.'*    Fa  ^  m  e  a . 

Agaiflf :  in  Ben  Joafon's  M^ste  of  jh^nrs ; ,  .'*t— Tq  miji^de.^  foe 
torches  from  the  chandry,  and  give  them  one."  ■  j  _\ 

hgunfViik^£/dtriritti}er  of  Fletcher; 

^f  I  fear  he  wjfl  pcrfttade  me  to  miftake  him  "    Steeveks. 

i  bcUeveuhe  meaniflg  is— vpi^  d(t»  ;9piift  ^  yojifrfeiHe^  to  take 
huibands  for  the  woric.  Yoa.ilMiu^  tak^4i)i:rau  onl/Jor  j^he 
bcttcn   ToLLiT.  ■  -.'"\. .....••  ..'\M...vr'-/r.^- 
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Luc.  Thoughts  bltck^  Ifonds^t,  drugs  fit^  and 
time,  agreeing ;         , 
Confederate  feifofty  elfe' no'  creature  fedng^i    • : 
Thou  mixture  rank,  of  midAigh't  wcfidi  ttflteaW^; 
ifitixh  H^ecat's  bafrt  thYitft  Utik^d,  'iMte  irifeftfed. 
Thy  natural  magie,  and, dke-ptoperty, 
On  whokfome  life'  ufurp  imrtt^iate'ly.         '         ^  i 

^Pdun  tte'pdifdAtntd  bh  ti&s. 
Ham.  He  poifons  him.  i'  the  garden  for  his  ttlzte.       \ 
His  name's  Gonzago*:  the  ftofy  is  extant,  and  wrWcn       | 
in  very  choice  ItaliaYi :  You  fhall  feg  anon,  hbW  the       ! 
/nurd^ref  gets  the  tovi  6f  Gbrtxago'^^  wife. 
Cfpb.  The  king  rifcs.. 
Ham.  What  \  frighted  With  falfe  Hit  ^t 
^een4  HoYfJdLves  my  lovdi ,  \ 

PqL  Give  o*er  the  play. 
King.  Give  me  fome  light : — away  f 
All.  Ligjhts,  lights,  lights  y  f  .  ..      ' 

[Exeunt  All  hut  Hamlet^  andHoralh. 
*   Hain,  Why,  let  the  ftrucken  deer  go  weepy  , 

The  hart  tingallcd  pby  2  •  I 

For  fotoc  muft  watch,  whilft  fome  muff iflcep  j 
Thus  runs  the  worid  away. — . 
WowW  not  this,  fir,  and  a  fioreft  of  feathers,  (if  the 
yeft  of  my  fortunes  turn  Turk  with  me  ^)  with'  wo 

Pfove^cial 

;   ^Wbailfri^Ui^imtkfi^eJiri!']    Tkii  fjf^ch  is?  ^•mittcrj  in 
the  quartos.    Steeveiis. 

7  Lights:,  Ugbts^  lights  fl    The  ifuartos  gitc  thn  ffeech   to 
^ohkius*    Steetew>.  '7 

• .—  turn  Turk  v:ith  me]    This-cxpreffioh  has  oceurfo^  alr«idf        | 
xii  Much  Ak  ifhut  Nothingi  and  I  bbve  met  i^tth  ft  ni  viwra)  old        , 
comedies.    80,  iH  Greene's  Tu  ^noque^  J  599  5    **  Thifl.-.ifr.is  » 
AmTurk^  from  an.sbfolate  and  moft  compleat  geatUiiSan^.to a        | 
moft  abfurdy  ridicur6i»9  and  fond  loV<:r.''    It  meanft>  I  bcli9v%'qa 
more  than  to  change  oonc&iou  fantafiiaiBv<    hffot^  in  Jkdi^9^% 

« --'tis  daninatipn,  '  | 

"  If  you  ;^«r«Ttfri  again.**  ^  i 

^  Perhaps  the  phrafe  had  its  rife  from  fome  popular  dksy  IHce  AK 
M  Wkrd  and  Danjiker^  the  two  famous  pirates;  an  account  of 

whofti 
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Provencial  rofes^on  my  rayed  fliQ^g^ger  nap^ftUow- 
Ihip  in  "  a  cry  of  players,  firf    . ,_ 

whofc  overthrow  wjis.  publiiRcdfbyt  A^  Bpfloer.  1609 ;  and»  in  1612, 
a  play  w^s  vfrmeu*  on  ^K^,  &Q(^e  ^bjo^t.^c^jlod  J\0/^^iam  turn' J 
Turk,    Steevens:'   ■         '    ^  . 

9  Provincial  rq/es]'  ^h'f  ptavtnsiat'x^te^f  Undoubtedly  wc 
flroul^  read  Provencialy  or  (with  the  French  f)  Frovenfol.  He 
ipcans  rqfes  pf  Provfnce^  a  beautiful  fpecies*  of  rpfc,  and  iprmcrlj 
muct  culciva'ted.     War  ton,  ,        t-  . 

I  .  .1^  «;«/-&'  Aiw  provincial  rj/?i  <i*  wj^  p^j^djhoes^]     When  ihoc- 

I         ^"ji*,  were  worn,  ttiey  We're  covered^  wfeere  they  inet  in  the 
i        i^dlei  by  ,a  /ib^apd,  gJth^rcd  into  i"$e  form  of  a  rofef    So,^  in  ai 

I  "  Gil-de-Roy:was  abonny  boy, 

,.     .     «'■  ]prad\r^j  tuU  h]s  J^^J^/  .  .   ^V    • 

I        |!tfji^4^moes,  ar6  Aoes  ^r^/2:^^ia"lm  v   '  .'    ^ 

i         ]^  Thele'^r^ii  are'  oKei  tnentipne'd  by  our  indent  dramatic  wnteri» 

!  §6*,  in  the  pevjl^s  La^-citfe,  1623  :  , 

^     ,     "  With  over-bhown,r^<:i  to  tide  your  gouty  andcs.**.. 

!.        Ag^m  in" the  ttoarin^  ^?*^».  ^^**  V  *•  ^""^  many  handfome  Icgi 
in  fil|r  {{ockingB  have  villainous  '\^\iy  ittx^    for  all  tlieir.  greai 

;  rifesr  ;  .  .       .,;.,» 

.  The  reading-  of .tb^  quarcos.is  r.a^djf^pjps  ;*  that  of  the  folio  r^V 
JBoes, '  X^robably  the  poet  wrote  raijid Jlms^  i,  c.  (hoes  with  higl^ 
heels  j^  fucK  as  by  adding  to  thh  ftaturcj  are  fuppofed  to  mcreafe  the 
(iignity  of , the  player..  In  Srubbs's  Anaiomie  (fAhu/es  159^,  there? 
11  a  chaptip-  on  the  corked  Jhoes  In  England,  *'  which  (he  iayif 
beare^  tncm  up  two  inches  of  more  froni  the  ground^  bcc*  fomc  of 
ted,  tilacke,  i^c.  raxedy  carved,  cut,  and  ftitched,  Sec!* 
'  A^n^  ^in  W^f/^^^'*  AlHot^s  En^land^  1602,  b.  o.  €^47: 
**Then  vyore  theyihoes  of  eafe,  now  of  an  mfzh-htQ^Aj  corked  bigh!* 
Stbw^y  Clironicfe^  antio  ^  J53,  nniention$  womei)''s  hoods  r^d  or 
jlriped..  ^-K^^  i*Jthc  Prench  word  for  a  ftripc.  Johnfon's  ColUBion 
^Ecckfiqpical  Lawjinitirmh  us,  under  the  yean  laa 2  ^nd  ij^j^ 

.  .       ■        .         '  -        .  ...  '^**^ 

.■"■     '^ — r — r. — ""t:^ .  ■'.  ■:    . '■"-■' .-—.•-^..^-.— *^ 

: .  «  ^^a  cry  if  pi^i^']    HXMLMko  Z)filA  df  hbuwfei  ^ 

■   ^  WARBtJltdll. 

Aj^k  of  hounds  was  ohce  called  a  crjf  of  hounds*    Soj  & 
the  yiito  Jfo^i^  KiT^itkh,  by  Bciiulrnbht  artd  •  Fktcffer : 

*• and  wellTiave^hanob'd 

;        .    «  Tq  a  deep  cry  of,  houhd^.**  ^ 

"Agiitti  m-lYit'Midfumnter  Ni^hfi  Dream: 

«*  ■     I    a  fry  more  tunable 
/*  Was  never  hallood  to  or  chce?r'd'^i\h  Kora.** 
"   Mil(on,  iikewifei  has  —  **  A  cry  of  helMiounds-^''  Stes y'i {^## 
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Hm  Half  a  fliare^:     .  '*  v  j^^.  •.  ^  mt.  u/  v 
.  Ham:  A  wbcde  om^  I. .  ..v;^.:k/-'    r  ^u  -'   .^*i 
Fortkcyodoft  koo^,  *0!Da|nM«i^A^^ 

Thii  realm  difitalgfttpBb  vto^  rwV  .^^JL;. 
Of  Jom'itimfdf}  mid'tidi^ritig^ 

Aat  in  difot)ecttence  of  the  cabdn;  the  dif^'th^  w'trt  chit^ 
queredwith  red  «ad  flicfli,  lBQU»«yii^lddg^|iad VafMlli^  fMtld.    ' 

The  reAdmkoT.the  quiito^  m^ijt  ;  likewHr';%!fiB|>i*>rted« 
Slower  J  ih  ms  Artificial  Ciangeltng,  fpeaktf  of  gdUints  who 
pink  and  raxe  their  fatten  damalk^  and  Duitttp  ikitis.  Td 
rfl»  and  to  rate^  alike-figniiy  ^  jfry^.'"  See*  BtihifieW*8  DiS* 
The  word  is  ufed  in  the  famd  fi^nificadOn  in  M arkham's  Camttry 
Farm.  p.  ;8;.  **-^  baking  all  (i.  e.  wafer  cakes)  together  her 
tween  two  inMSy'^ha^ngWithla' them  many  r^r^i/ 'and  checkered 
chaughts  after  the  manner  of  fmall  fquares.  It  ihouid  be  remem« 
bered  that  rai^d  is  the  conjecture  of  Mu; Pj^f^,  *  STE^vsfff*    ^ .. 

^, -->0  Damon  JSror,]  Hamlet  calls  Horatio^*  tt£«aV^^i^ 
allufion  to  the  celebrated  friendihip  between:  iZ>^i^^  and  FfAhtii 
A  phy  on  this  fubjedwas  written^^bj^-ilitlb^Bdwirasiliail  pMUticd 

in  I58l,,.    SjEtVENSr  .-,       ;;      •.;■>        ^    •    ^'      >    r\-     .\\^" 

3  A  nietyy  very^ — feacockJ]  Thb.allu^es  to  a.  ^|e  of  thft; J^« 
choofing  a  kings  infiead  of  ^he  eagle^a  p%cocIc.  \_tots. 

The  old  copies  have  itpaMif'faiciitke^'/^iiS]^afoike*^ 
faJtkck^  as  mrt&  to  the  traces  bf  iteieoffupked  l-eSidtng.  I^lnve^ 
as  Mr«  ?qfc  f^s.  been  winiii|;  to  ^bi^^te^ab^  ihiag  lii  Ae  ^c6 
of  his  feacoKL  He  thinks  a  table  alluded  to,  of  the  biids ^choofing 
a  king ;'  inf^egd  of  thjf  eagk^  a  peacocks  I  fupDofe^  he  rouft  mead 
the  f&le  of  BarlandiiSy  itl* whi^  it  is  i^^,  ^e'^birds,  'beiii^  ^wy 
of  their  flate.of  anarchy,  moved  for  the  fetting  up  of, a  king'^i'^and 
the/fiftvrlwas  ele£ted.on  accotmt  of  hh  gay  S^rher^V^  But,  widi 
fubmiffion,  in  this  pafl^gepf  bdf  Sh^tbeiTbbaf^,  %erl^  2rA>C^th(;leaft 
mentiDii  mkde  of  the  '^^^ii^  in'ahtflheiis.mhe  j^/iti^^fj^.r^^  i(  muil 
beby  a  very  unconiiWn  %ure,  rfiarjpye  himlelf"'fijnd8  in  the 
place  of  his  iirdi^  1  think,  Hamlei  i$  fettlflg  hls*1fi^ther*s  and 
uncle's  chaAAei^  w  dmmftjtodach  other :. and  rrie^ns^io/ajr,  that 
by  his  father's  death' the  f^te  was,,Aripp^d  of  a^odlike^onarcb^ 
,  an<f  that  nqv  in  his.  'ftead  rdgp'd  ^hc :mpft  }del^ic^\)le  •  poifi)ttoui 
animal  that  could  be ;  'a  mett  paddoci^  ot  toaJi  PAH^  l^^fgiad 
nu^or;  a  toad.  This  word,  I  take  to  be  of  Hamlet's^  O^H  fub^ 
fiituting.  The  verfes,  rq)eate4  feefn  to  be  from  fome  o^  ballad^ 
lA  which,  rhyme  being. neceflary,  t  doubt  not  bat,  the  laftvafe 
wn  thus : 

Jwry^vefj  '     afs,      TuEOBAtD^  ^  .  .^    v^ 

Afi4it^ 
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tRINtE  o*  DENMARK.     36J 

Hor.  You  might  have  rhym'd. 

Ham.  O  good  Horauo,  I'll  take  the  ghoft's  wor4 
ft)r  a  cfaouiand  pound.    Didft  perceive  ? 

fiflr.  Very  w6ll,  my  lord. 

i£9iii.  Upon  the  talk  of  the  poifoning^— :• 

flbr.  I  did  very  tvcU  rtote  ihim. 

Ham.  Ah,  ha !— -Come,  fame  mufic ;  come^  thi; 
Recorders,— 
For  if  the  king  Kke  not  the  tdmedy, 
4  Why  tbctt,  belike,  he  iikcs  it  not,  perdy  s*,^ 

Enter  Ro/eHcrantz,  and  Guildenjlern^ 

Come;  fome  mufic.         ;*    '  . 

Guil.  Good  my  lord»jV9UchfaiPe^me  a  word  wicl) 
*  you. 

Ham.  Sir,  a  wiiole  hi^ry. 

Guii.  The  king,  fir,— 

Ham*  Ay,  fir,  what  of  him  ?— 

GuiL  Is,  in  his  retirement,  marvelous  diftcmpcr'd* 

Ham.  «  With  drink,  fir ?      .  ;. 

GuiL  No,  my  lor^,^  wit^'  choler, 

Ham.  Your  wifdom  (hould  (bcw  itfelf  more  richer, 
to  fignily  this  to  the  doctor;  for,  for  me  to  put  him 

AUacock  feeiDS  pr6TeFt>ial  for  a  foo).     Thus  Gafcolgfu  in 

♦*  A  thecfe  a  co>varde»  and  ^peacocke  foolc  *     Far  mer^ 
I  believe  /fi^i'to  bctW  trgc  rcsriing.    Jo  the  laft  fccne  of 
this  z&^  Hamlet,  fpe^lcing  of  the  king,  u(es  the  fame  expreflion : 
**  Would  from  zpoifiiock^  from  a  bat,  a  gib, 
*•  Such 'dear  cottccrnmenta  hide?*'      '  MaloJ^e. 
^  Wb^  tben^  hUke-^\^    Hamler  was  going  ba  to  draw  the  con« 
ftquence,  when  the  couniers  en lei  ed.    Jok  ns  on. 

*  —  ii  likes  itn0t^  perdy.]  Ferdy  is  a  corruption  o^  par^Dieu^ 
i]qd  is  not  uncommoii  in  the  old  plays.  .  So)  in  The  PU^  of  the 

"  In  that,  you  Palmer,  as  deputie, 

"  Maycleerly  difeharge  him/'ar^Z/V."    Steevens, 

*  With  drink^  fir  f]  Hamlet  rakes  particular  care  that  his  uncle's 
Ipyt  of  drink  (hall  not  be  forgotten.    JbKNsojj*  '        ♦ 

Vol.  JC.  X  t^ 
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to  his  purgation^  wook],  perJbapg^  plunge  him  iKto 
more  choler, 

GuiL  Good  my  lord,  put  your  difpourfe,i,i;iCafome: 
frame,  and  ftart  not  fo  wildly  ffom  my.  affa,ir» 

Ham.  I  ^m  tame,  fir: pronow^c^j ,    .  ,  . 

GuiL  The  queen,  your  mother,  in  raoft  great  af- 
fli(5tion  of  fpirit,  hath  (eat  me  to  you» 
Ham.  You  are  welcome. 

GuiL  Nayv  good  my  lord,  this  courtefy  "is  not  oi 
the  right  breed.  If  it  Ihall  pleafe  you  to  n^ake  'me 
a  wholfome  anfwer,  I  will  do  your  mother's  ■  com- 
mandment :  if  not,  your  pardon^  mid. 'my  rttukrn, 
fhall  be  the  end  of  my  bufinels,  »     • 

Ham.  Sir,  I  caimot,  :  ;  I    \  -' • 

Guil.  What,  my  lord?    -  '  '^  '     =      ^^ 

Ham.  Make  you  a  wholfome  ahfwef^i  'my"Wit*s 
difeasM  :  But,  fir,  fuch  anfwer  as  I  can;nlake^'*you 
(hall  command ;  or,  rather^r  as  you  foy,  my*  mP«ter : 
therefore  no  more,  but  to  the  matter:  My  modier, 
you  fay,r—  /  .  / 

Rof.  Then  thus  flie  fays ;  Tour  behavioui'  hath 
ftruck  her  into  amazement  and  admiration. 

Ham\  O  wonderful  fon,  that  can  fo  aftotiifti  a 
mother ! — But  is  there  no  fequel  at  the  hcek  of  this 
mother's  admiration  ?  impart. 

Rof.  She  defires  to  fpeak  with  you  in  ^her  clofet<| 
crc  you  goto  bed.  . 

Ham.  We  (hall  obey,  wer^  fhe; t^h  tinac^  jppf  inotbcr. 
Have  you  any  ^further  trade  vyith  us;?;:.  .  '  ^J,^....i  .,.. 
Rof.  My  lord,  you  once  did  love  me.  -  -  ■   j^*^*^ 
Haftt.  And  do  ftill  s,  by  thefe  picked  ;^hd  IteiA^^ 
'   Rof.  Good  my  lord,  what  is  yoyr';,ej^^^ 
temper  ?/ you  do,  furdy,  b^r  the  door  upoaycmroHai 
liberty, ^if  you  deny  your  griefs  to  your  trlfcnd.^  f/'^^ 

IV    T  m^fidfi^er  ^aik^]     I^uither"  bufihefs;  fuitlfie^^  d^^gl^^^^^^^ 

v^  '-■       '•         ''mm. 
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Ham.  SirrI  lack  advancement. 

Rof.  How  can  that  be,  when  you  have  the  voice 
of  the4ttAg"htflifeff  for  your  fucccffion  in  Denmark? 

Ham.  )kf\<\tj  but  H^hik  the  grafs grows ^*^iht  pro- 
rerb  is  fometliing^teUfty. 

Enter  the  Plttycrs^  ivhb  Recorders  9j 

O,  Jbf  jfefpjcders.: — let  nae  fee  one.--^To  withdraw 
wiith  ,ypttt:-r-\Vby  doyou  go  about  to>recover  the 
wind  crffiie^'fts  if  you  iwuld  drive  me  into  a  toil  ? 

iSuiL  »  P,  my  lord,  if  my  duty  be  too  bold^  my 
love  is  too  unmannerly. .  , 

Ham.  I  do  not  well  underftand  that.  Will  you 
play  upon  this  pipe  ? 

.4Sffi/<-My  lord,  J  caonQt. 
jjHamA  X\nBy  you. 

;  Gi0ii4\  BeUev^  me,  I  cannot* 

•  —  Recorders^]  i.  e.  a  kind  of  flute*  In  TJf  Antipo^es^  a 
comedy,  by  Brome,  1638,  is  "  A  folemn  lefTon  upon  the  recorders!^ 
'  Agaihi  in  Sidneys  Arcadia .•  <*  -^  the  other  fliepherds  pulling 
out  recordtrs^  irhii:b  poCeft^d  the  pla;ee  of  pipes^  &e.^' 

l^m^  m  the  old  enterlude  of  the  R^ipntattct  ^f  Maty  Magdak?tt^ 

**  If  that  you  can  play  upon  the  recorder^ 
**  I  have  as  faire  a  one  as  any  is  in  this  border  r 
:  I  '!.  **  Trwdy  you  have  not  feene  a  more  gocdlie  pipe,** 
To  recordy  anciendy  fignified  to  ling  or  modulate*     Stbeven^* 
^  Omy  lordy^  ff.^  ^^  ^  '^^  ^^^»  ^  ^^'^^  ^^  ^^  unmannerly^ 
L  fe'S^f  rtiy  Huty  t6  thei/«g-  makes  me  prels  you  a  little,  my  love  to 
you  makes  me  ftill  ^11ore  importunate.     If  that  makes  me  bold^  this 
makes  me  even  yirflMMa^r/^*    WARfcuRTON, 
^   ^  hejiew  >v,e  iho^ld  read — /«y  krje  is  x)Qt  mm^ntner^.    My  con* 
caption   of  this   pailage  is,   that,  in  confcquence  of  Hamlet 'a 
xnoviii^  ^6^  take  the  retorder,  Guirdenftern  alfo  Ihifts  his  ground, 
ilfiCotw^to'  j^^ce  himfelf  heneafh  the  prince  in  his  new  Jjofition. 
This  t^mli^  ludicroufly  calls  ^^  going  edioui  to  reciter  the  wind^  &c.** 
and  Guildenflern  may  anfwer  properly  enough^  I  think,  and  like  a 
courtier;  ^^if^  duty  to  the  king  makes  me  ioo  MI  In  preffing 
you  lipon'  a  diiagreeablc  fubjed,  «y  love  to  you  will  make  mc  not 
'mmankerlj^  in  Slewing  you  ail  pofiible  lUarks  of  refpcA  and  at- 
tcation.**    TyrwhitV. 

-^^  X  2  Ham. 
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Ham.  I  do  befccch  you. 

GuU*  I  know:  no  touch  of  it,  my  lord.  ^ 

Hum.  *Tis  as  eafy  as  lying:  govern  thefe* ven- 
tages with  youT  fingers  and  thumb ',  give  it  breath 
with  your  mouthy  and  it  will  difcourie  oioil^  teloqueni; 
mufic.     Look  you,  thefe  are  the  ftops^- 

Guil  But  thefe  cannot^cofTimifldioany  utterance 
of  harmony ;  I  have  not  the  ifkill. 

Ham.  Why,  look  you  now,  how  unworthy  a  thing 
you  make  of  me  ?  You  would  play  ^upon  me;  you 
would  feem  to  know  mf  ftops;  you  lTo.U)d  pluck 
out  the  heart  of  my  myiitry?^  you  wduld*  found  me 
from  my  loweft  note  to  the  top  of  my.compAfs  :  and 

•  — fventa^es — ]  The  holes  of  Jijfluj^.,  JgiHtNeicwV 
3  .^andjbttjnh^r-']^  /fhe  ii|"ft  quaftq  i«af3,s---wit|» -your  fingers 
and  the  umhhr*  'This  play  probably  be  Ae  ancient;  naitlfe  for  ihat 
piece  of  movable  hraS  at  the  end  of  a -flute,  which 'k^lthei*  raifed 
or  deprefled  by  the  finger.  The  word  umher  is  ufed  by?  3x>we  the 
chronicler,  who,  defcribing  a  fingle  combat  jbet\V|eq<i  vj^(\  knights- 
fa  vs^,  **  he  braft  up  hiS:»»2^^ three  times,**  \  Here^  tliaww^^r  means 
the  vifor  of 'the'^hdiAet.  '9o,  iii  '$penfdr*s  jRirry^^^}f^?,^b.  5. 
c.  1.  ft.-4i:    •^^*'   '     .  >'*  >-«'^  "'V' 

**  Bin: jtjie  brat©  n)j^^wpuW^nqt#fajrm^|i^;  ,von  a. 
**  But  only  vented  up  her  umhriere^ 
«*  And  (9  did  l^t  ^er  |;Qod!y  4^*^gp, foi  appcre;," 
Again,  b.  4.  c.  4:  '     c-     '  i  '     -     •)    -  -    r 


^  Ivey  Uke   t^e  .<?i^ ,  ,,^_  _,.  ,- 

fo  ] o vv  the  readi n g  oF  the  cjua rr o ;  fi ir  ^ne^ , jhi:  th urn c>  i s  not, con 
ctrhcd  in  the  gtrv^^-nfi'ent  of  the  vent^ages  or  flaps .  li^rautdtr 
\\lViX^JlAiAQH^^r*splpe^  whi^h  isas  Jno^  trafg  Vey,  bui,h,^saJiop 
for  the  thumb,  we  are  to  read^Govtyu  thefe  vetKiiges  uiich  ^your 
finger  and.  th^mb,  In  CGtrrm^i  H^^Ufutty^  mnhrc^  stk^mrf^ 
i^mhifTF^  and  iym^rtUr^  are  all  from  die  Latia  Ji^il^ra^  afid  ^^tty  a 
ihiido^r,  nn  iimbrdb^  or  any  rhu:5-  t](>3t  |h94t^^  or  hides  the  iacc 
from  the  fun  J  and  Kcncc  they  ma^  Iwve,  been  applied  to  any 
lliingrhar  hides  Dr  covers  another ;  a^ Tor  cx<impic,  they  may  htive 
been  applied  to  the  far-^f^  l^ey  that  Cijvers  the  hok  ia  ihe  Germain 
flurc.  bo  Spenler  ulcd  mrirkre  tor  the;  rifor  of  the  hdmet,  as 
lloub's  hiftory  of  tiie  Kings  of  Englaod  ufes  umhcUa  in  the  fame 
fenfe.    Tollet^  ^  - 

•     ^  there 
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there  is  much  miific,  excellent  voice,  in  this  little 
organ;  yet  trannot  you  make  it  fpeak.  Why,  do 
you  thiftkj  that  I  am  eafier  to  be  piayM  on  than  a 
pipe  ?  Call 'me  what  inftrumcnt  yoU  will,  though  you 
cati  fret  me^  you  cannot  play  upon  me.  [^Enfer 
Poionius.'] God  blefs  you,  fir ! 

Pol.  My  lord,  the  queen  would  fpeak  with  you, 
and  prefently. 

i&w.^Ddyou  iee  yonder  cloud,  that's  almoft  in 
fliape  of  a  camel  ? 

•Pa/.  By  the  mafs,  and  'tis  like  a  camel/indeed. 

Ham.  Methiilks  it  is  like  z  weasel  4. 

Poli  1  It  is  backed  like  a  weaz^U 

Ham.  Or,  like  a  whale  ? 

Pol.  Vei*y  like  a  whale* 

tiam.  Then  will  1  come  to  my  mother  by  and  by.— 
5  They  fpgLmc  to  the  top  of  my  bent.— I  will  come 
by  and  by.^^  ^ 

PW.;1  will  fay  Iq.  .     •  .^ 

'   j&a^*  VBy  ^nd  by  is  eafily  faid. — Leave  me,  friends. 

{^Exeunt  Rof.  GuiL  Hor.  &c. 
^Tis  now  the  wry  witching  time  of  night  j 

^  Methinks^  &c;3  This  paffige. lias  been  printed  in  modem 
editions  thus ;,  ' 

Methmks  It  13  like  m  oiiT^h^  &c.     Fol  It  is  black  like  an  sutJc^ 

The  firft  folic*  reacJ.,  it  h  like  a  wea^ef, 

P&L  It  IS  haci^d  like  G  <\eajll — ;  and  what  occafion  for  alteration 
rhent  was,^I  caijnot  difcover.  The  ^^tv^/^iV  isfentirkablii  for  ibc 
kn^ih  of  liiliacki  but  though  1  believe  a  hfach  k^^ajft-lh  not  ealy 
to  be  f^:Vlmd^  yet  iris  ^s  likely  that  the  cloiul  fliould  refemble  a 
^i^sfd  in  Mjje,  us  an  W^k' (i.  e,  black -hiri3)lri  coloitrp 

air.  TolHobferve5,  that  M^e  might  read^^=^ it  is  tetFiiViktk 
wekfti,'*  /*  €,'■  weafel^fnoured.     So,  in  Holinihecf*3  D^fcriptiim  cf 

term  of  rcpinuch  ih  his  Tir^m  l^lJ&tv  :  '*"  Go^pu  ive^Hfl-ZfwufeJy 
addJe-pated,  ^a',*"    Mr*  Tollt;c  ndtk,  dint  IVirttoii  in  hjji  Lv^ffU^ 
calls  a  promontory  ^i^kdyt  e,  prominent  l^Le  the  kak  of  abiftl]^, 
" .  '  "        ■  ■    '.'  ■. '       St^evk^^E- 

^  ?^£y  _^j/  j^'  U '^i^'iofl (jf  M*  ^ai^] '  t^tity  '^6te|il  me  to  phy 
fhc  fool,  till  I  tan  endore  t o  do  it  no longtrj    Jo ii « s o j^ , . 

X  3  Whei^ 
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When  church-y^rds  yawn,  and  hell  Jifclf  breathes  o^t 
Contagion  to  this  world:  Nqw  could  1  drink  hoc 

bloody  ■         "^      C 

*  And  do  fuch  bufinefs  as  the  bitter  day 
Would  quake  to  look  on.  .  Soft  5  now  to  nay  mp' 

then — 
O,  heart,  lofe  not  thy  nature  5  Ipt  npt  ipvcr^    ^ 
The  foul  of  Nero  enter  this  firjji  bofom  ;  ,     ,  , 
Let'ine  be  cruel,  not  upnatqr^l,:        ,      .^  ^  ,  ." ' 
I  will  fpeak  daggers  to  her  7,  but  ufe  nphei' 
My  tongue  and  foul  in  this  bq  hypogrit^s  ;^^  ^^,  ;^ 
Jiow  in  my  words  fgever  ft)^*b^  Xh^O?  ^.    ^.^.^'  ^- 

i.       To 

*  And  do  fuch  bitter  hufinefs  as  the  day  , .      ^  .  .i      .    / 

IVould  quake  to  look  on. ]    The  exprbmbn 'i^  ^Ijnofi  ijurr 

lefque^     The  old  quarto  reads,        ^    •      "         '     -' '^'        ^1^ 

And  do  Juch  bt^iUfi  AS  tb&\!\tSetvd^\    <    .    {'      Jor]    IK^!  . 
Would  quake  to  iq0k  ^n^'^'-r^  .       ,,  .  •  •         » j    *'   ' 

This  is  a  little  corrqpt  indee^  but  muph  nearer  ^fiakfilpeare^ 
V^ords,  who  wrote, 

— T — ^  better  day^ 
which  gives  the  fcntiment  ^reni  force  iind  dignkj;  At  fliis  ttiy  rime 
(lays  he)  hell  breathes  out  Gontagiott-to  the  world,  vrhereby  night 
becomes  polluted  and  execrable;  the  horror  thferafore  of  this  fea^ 
fits  me  lor  a  tleed,  which  the  fit^e  i^nd /acred  d/t)f  m)\M  quake  to 
look  on.  This  is  faid  with  great  clafiical  propriety.  According  to 
ancient  fuperftition,  m'ght  \^as  pr^bane  aqd  es^rable;  aad?^, 
pure  and  holy,     W^ruurton"." 

'  And  do  fuch  bitter  bufinefs-^']  Tht  elsptt^n  iitter  hufotefs  is 
flill  in  ufe,  and  though  at  prefect  »  valgdr  ph^afey  might  toot  have 
been  fuch  in  the  age  of  Shakefpeare.  The  bitter  day  is  the  day 
rendered  ti^|tfeftJl  br  'lifter  'by  ihe  dotnmifficm  of  fnjne  a^  of 
mifcltief, " 

Watts,  in  \vii\L(^ei  ftys-t'  <^  IBittSr  &•>««  eqlilvoo«r  word; 
there  is  bitter  wormwood,  there  are  &>#*f 'words,,  thene  are  ^/«rt- 
fntrnies, 'ftnd  frW'ftr'Gold  frioniingi.^'  ft  ie^ '  in- 'fliorr^- any  thing 
unpleafing  6r  h\iftftrti    6^«ftvfii*%^'  i  'k/-  ^-    ^      , 

^  /  ^iX)ill  fpeak  daggers  to  her^'\  A  fimilarcsrprefeJaoaours  in  th^ 
Return  from  PartK^us :  '^  They 'arc;  peftifent  feltews-,  they  fpcak 
fiothing  but  bodiinsV  It  has  been  alreudyobferved,^^t  2i  bodkin 
anciently  fignified  a  Jhsrt-dei^er^'  '  Stee  VEWS,         ^  '^ 

«  —  htjhent^']     To  Jhend,  is  w  reprove  harfhly,  to- treat  with 
tjjjgrious  language.  '  \%,  in  The  Coxcomb  of  B.  and  Fletcher : 
<f  TK  We  (hall  be  ^«^  -  foundlvJ* 
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»  To  give  than  fcals  never,  my  faul,  confenti 

SCENE        III. 

-  A  r9^9»  in  the  palace. 

Enter  King^  Rofentrsniz^  and  GMtidefiftern. 

King.  I  like  him  not ;  nor  (lands  it  fafe  with  us. 
To  let  his  madnefs  range.     Therefore,  prepare  you ; 
I  your  commiflion  will  forthwith  difpatch. 
And  he  to' England  fcall  along  with  you: 
The  terms  of  our  eftite  may  not  endure 
Hazard  io  near  us,  as  doth  hourly  grow 
« Out  of  bis  Junes. 

Guil.  We  will  ourfelves  provide  : 
Moil  holy  and  religiotisfear  it  is 
To  keep  thofe  many  many  bodies  fafc, 
Thaf  live,  and  feed,  upon  your  majefty. 

Rof. 

Agahry  itt  Danfid  and  BetHfobf^  i  J99 : 

"  And  fing  his  praife  who  Jhendeth  David's  fame.* 
Again,  in  T£XNOrAMlA,  161 8 :     *'  I  had  rather  undertake  my 
jperfonned  journey  about  tbe  worlds  th^n  thou  ihoul(iil  be  Jbent 
tor  me." 

Agdn,  in  CupidU  ff^^irligig^  '^33  • 

"  I  (hall  htjhent  for  letting  you  in.** 
Again,  in  Lyll/s  Endymi^n,  1591 » 

•  *  f  ^  I  couid  iby  aitt  day  vtidk  hifn>  if  I  feared  not  to  htjbeni^ 

^  fwgtve  ihem/eak*^]  i,  a  pat  thetn  in  execution. 

War^ujiton. 
*  (kit  cfbis  lunacies.}    The  old  quartos,  ready 
Oui  of /ms  htows,  ,   . 

TkU  was  from. the  ignorance. lof  the  firil  editors j  as  is  this  un- 
necelTary  Alexandrine,  whiph/we  owe  to  t(\e  playe^*  Tiie  poet, 
I  amiperfuaded,  wi^e»  ^     . 

'%.^^.*^asdotirh&urfjfgrow 
'.Out  rf hishxatA. 
i.  c.  \m  madmfs^  Jhnty.-  '    TiiEoaAi/D* 
Lunacies  is  the  reading  of  the  folio* 

I  take  brows  to  be,  properly  rtad,  frows,  which,  I  think,  is  a 
^owiXiCiaX  VfQtd  tor pepverfc  bumeurs  i  whicli  being,  I  Aippofe,  not 

X  4  ui^dcr^ood; 
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Rof.  The Jingle  and  peculiar  Hieis-boun^ 
With  all  the,ftyength.and^amiwr\<)f  the  .mu)<^ 
Tq  keep  it;fclf  ftpm  'nojrancejr  'fe»t  'tnttcjrmoijftft 
*  That  fpirit,  upon  whofc  ,weal  ,dfpenid  riaa^/  reft 
The  lives  of  many.     The  ceajfeiafi'toajefty 
Dies  not  alone-,  but^  like  a.g^lfi  doihijdf^w. 
What^s  ne^i;ijf^,with. it;  ItJs^ 4  a>0ffy  wheft^  ^ 
Fix'd  on  the  fuBrnnic.pf  tfce.  b^gheft'ina^qtj,^^^ 
To  whofe  huge.Xpokes  ;ea,thoulaiKiteffcc>* things 
Are  mortisy.ia;^4^4)^ifl"4i  Mnbi^icwlteftfitri^toi 
Each  fm^\^qne;^i(i[^?f>t,p^tty:$QnfQ<5«WQ^^^     ^: 
Attends  thp,.^^ijl^rQWS  nai^.-jlfte^frfdmi^'o^iii  . - 
DiJ  the  k'ingt^h,;bpt  m%k  ^  ^Oftralt^qanfc  vj^    . 

/0'«^..  Arp^^yjoy^^Jnpray  ypu^.to  tJbk)fg«cwfl^j»dyag«j 
For  ivc  ^Y/a,U/€gr^^piUt  up^'Uhi^rfeftil^  i^>loLri3 
y>!W\c\i:f^yf^^t^%.j(>o.  riira  ion  o^'?. 


hdttre : 

And,  as  you  faid,  and  wifely  was  it  faid, 

isnd^r  flood,  was  chang^  to  /»^/?«Vj*^-  JBut  of  thial  am  not  con- 


and ^/%t;  tf^Jiiers'TaL-*     Fi uiii ' tKi '  redundancy  < 

Sirfce  this  psri  of  mj  h&te  was  written,  I  have  met  With  an  in- 
itancc  in  fupport  pf^^^r*JpJia(9i^s,,<:iM^ft^,:.^^     ,'  -.. -rr 

*' — vver^^'6y|)|^lj-^ray<^urableas^Q  .  , 

Perhaps,  however,  ShaKefpcarp,  fieOgf^^a  a  weiaphor  trpm  horned 
cattle,  who^^werj^j^f.^bei^  4^i^frou'^  eo^afc.wi A> the  grr^h 
of  their  ^(nv5j-,\^oy,E^^^  »•    -^ 

? '  7^^rt?;jy>/n7,r/^«  ^^^  w  — ]  So  the  quarto.  The  folio  gives, 
T ii^t  Sfpirlt,  upon  whofe  fpirit-^    Sr  e  £  v  5  n  3 .    . . 
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■Tis  meet,  thatfotoe  xti^ve  audience  than  a  mother, 
*  Since  nature  makes  thenfi  partial,  fhould  o*er-hear 
The  fpccchi  4  of  traritage.     Fal-e  you  U'ell,  my  liege : 
ril  call  upon  ymrwe  yoii  go  to  bed. 
And  tell  y6M,^i^Ikr\(m. 

King.  ThatfkdJ  di&r  my  lord,         ^  [£x//. 

0,  my  oiBfence  is  rank,  itTmells  to  heaven  j* 
It  hath  thcipwmal  ddrft  cwfe  uj^dh'ci  • 
A  bfotWf 'si  ttiolrdkr  !-^Ffay  can  I  not^^     ■  - ' • 
5  ThoQj^  iwdittatioh  bfe  as  (harp  aswill';  ' 
My  ftrongct^  Wjk  defeats*  my  ftrdng 'Iritettt  *, 
And,  like  af'mah'todbubte'buflfh^rs^eGnd,     ^ 
I  ftand  in  >pwft  ttrhere  I  (hall  flrft^  tk^in. 
And. both!  negl^ft^    Wh^  If  thtf  Wirfcd  hand 
Were  thicker  than^  itfeJf  -with  broths'*  blood  ? 
Is  there  not  rain  enough  in  the  fweet  heavens. 
To  wafli  it  White  as'foow  ?  Whereto  ferves  mercy, 
Biit  to  confront  the  vifage  of  offence  ? 
And  what's  in  prayer,  b^t^  this  two-fold  force, — 
i!ro  be  fpre-:ftaJlcd,^er?  wecOme^tp  fall. 
Or pardon'd^  beingdowii^ ?  TJien, 5-iV lo^HrUp ;    - 
My  fault  is  paft.  .,,But  O^rwhat  form  jof  prayer 
Can  ferve  my  turn  ?  Forgive  me  my  foyl  murder  I— - 

3  Szfice  nature  makes  them  partial^  <8^c,] 

"  •— — Matres  pmnes  tiiiis  ,,^*,T^r    . 

"  In  pec^yta^djim-ices,  ab'xllii  fn'paeniii  *njari4'."^ 

"  Solent  efle." '^  ^       fer.  Htmt.  Ad.  r.  S^.  V 

V        vr      ,    i'-^.^  ,...i.  Steevens, 

^  -^of^dnta^eJ]  '  By  fonife  dp^^jluntty  of  fccret  oblbi^vanun/ 

5  Plough  IncUnatior^ie  asjijarp  as  will :]     Dr,  Wiarburmii  wauld 

read,      ^''^  '^«i    -'^'l'    -iMt.f./ ?fAv -.^ -i     ■ 

Though  inclin^i!iJ>h'B^^s^ihkf^asW>7//^j^'''^^^''' 
The  old  r^dj]^^  ^J^iai  fifitf^^^  tiV/T;    Sf  EE  VE^L  ' ''  * 

I  have  fbJlcJWed'  rhe' e^(kr  eitjendatioa  of  Theobald  received  by 
panmer:  i.e.  iii'tbyiHr  ' Jbfi'irlfbN: '  ^  '  • 

^/'i^  is  co?fitmdfuf,  V/W/tf*:  -n^Hu^;  dP^r^z/rxh^lu  16.  «  —  ^nd  at 
his  w/i/the  f6uth  wind  blovletli.'*  l^ht  kiiig  fays,  his  rain^  is  in 
too  great  coftfufion  to  pf^y,^Vven  though  h\%  inclination  vttrt  as 
*ftoijg^  the  c<7^/wflf«//\yhich requires  that  duty.     Steevens. 
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314  HAMLET, 

That  cannot  be ;  fince  I  am  ftill  poflHs'd 
Of  thoTe  cflfefts  tor  which  I  did  ibc  murder. 
My  crown,  mine  own  ambition,  and  my  queM« 
^  May  one  be  pardon'd,  and  retain  the  offence  ? 
In  the  corrupted  currents  of  this  world.        '  -'  * 
Offence's  gilded  hand  may  fliove  by  judioe  ; 
And  oft  Yis  feen,  the  wicked  prize  itfelf  ■ 
Buys  out  the  law  :  But  'tis  not  fo  above  : '    ^^ 
There  is  no  Ihuffling,  there  the  adion  lies  '       < 
In  his  true  nature;  and  we  ourfelves  compdl'd. 
Even  to  the  teeth  and  forehead  of  our  faults,  '     '  - 
To  give  in  evidence.     What  then  ?  what  refts  f 
Try  wliat  repentance  can  :  What  can  ic  not  I      ■  ' 
7  Yet  what  can  it^  when  one  cannot  repent  ? 
Q  wretched  (late !  O  bofom;  black  as  ^^xh\ 
^  O  limed  foul ;  that,  ftruggling  to  be  (reCj 
Art  more  engag'd !  Help,  angels,  make  alfty  I 
Bow,  ftubborn  knees!  and,  heart,   with  ^ijng^/of 

Be  foft  as  finew&jof  the  new-born  babe;     t 

All  m^y  be  weU !  [Th  King  kn^. 

Enter  Hamlet.' 
Ham,  Now  might  I  do  it,  pat,  now  h?  ispraying9i 

T  •  May 0fte h ^rdfin%  and  utmM  ^& offence?]  He  that  ddcs 
not  amend  what  can  be  amended,  retains  \\\^  (^enca  The. king 
kept  the  crown  from  the  right  hcit.    Johvson. 

^  Tn  ^bttt^can  it^tmhen  Qne  cannot  repent  ?"]     Wbai  can  re- 
'  pentance  do  fir  a^ mam  thai  cannot  he  penitent,  for  a  man  who  has 
only  part  of  peniceac;!?,  ^ftrefa  jof  confoience^  without  the  other 
part,  refolution  of  amendment  ?     Johnson.    .   , 

«  O,  i)fef«/  foul  ;-rr]   Xhis  aHiklcft  to  ^ird^lime, '  Sh^kefpeare  ufcs 
the  fame  word  again,  Jflenry.  VI,  E.  ii.   ,  '  '  ± 

«  Madam,  myfclf  have  /i/wV  a  bufii  (ox  her.     Steevens. 
•  — oat,  n(Kv  he.  U  praying  v\    Thus  the  folio.    The  quarto* 
read «»^«/ now,  &c«    Steeyens. 

And 
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And  now  Til  do't  j-r-And  fo  he  goes  to  heaven : 

And  fo  ami  revenged  ?  Thac  would  be  Icann'd  ': 

A  vills^  kills  my  father  *,  and,  for  that, 

*I,  his  falefon,  do  this  fame  villain  fend 

Tq  heaven. 

Why,  this  is  hire  and  falary  %  not  revenge. 

He  took  my  father,  grofsly,  full  of  bread  •, 

With  ^11  his  crimes  broad  blown,  as  flufti  as  May; 

And,  howfhisaudk  (lands,  who  knows,  fave  heaven? 

But,  tHi^^r -circumftance  and  courfe  of  thought, 

'Tis  hcjwjr;  with  him  :  And  am  I  then  revenged* 

To  take,  him  in  the  purging  of  his  foul. 

When  he.vi$  6t  and  feafon'd  :fior  his  paflage  ? 

No.       ' :.  ..  . 

*Up,  f\9^i:di}  r^nd  know  thou  a  more  horrid  hent  t 

*  '-^^^tfvj^i^ k  Jcajmd:}  i.e.  that  fliould  be  copfidered, 
eftimated.j  Stj: evens. 

*  /,  kh  ibie  Jan,  db  tht'sfattie  viUaln  fin^  The  folio  reads  fiule 
fon,  a  reading  apparently  corrupted  from  the  qtiarto.  The  mean- 
ing is  plain.  l^hk'6v^  Jm^  irho  am  bound  to  punifli  his  mur* 
deref.;.   j[oitK&<*M. 

2  — hire  and  falaiy,]  Thus  the  folio.  The  quartos  read— 
laftzxi^  fi>^^    .Steevens. 

*  Up^fwerd',  and  know  thma  more  J^orrid  htnt ;]  In  the  com- 
fnon  editions,  '      ' 

Up^  fuDord^  and  know  thou  a  more  horrid  time.]  This  is  a 
fophillicated  raadii>g,  warranted  by  none  of  the  copies  of  any  au- 
thority.    Mr.  Pope  fays,  I  read  conje6tu rally : 

—  a  more  horrid  bent. 
\  do  fo ;  and  why  ?  the  two  oldeft  quartos,  as  well  as  the  two  elder 
folios,  read : 

■ "  '■ '  ' .  *  it'ifiore  botnd  nent. 
But  as  there  is  no  iuch  Englifti  fubftantive,  it.feems  very  natural 
to  conclude,  that  with  the  change  of  a  tingle  letter,  our  author*s 
genuine    word  was,  .  bent ;    i.  e.  driji^  fi^y    inclination^  f^^fi^ 
ice,    Theobald. 

This  reading  is  followed  by  Sir  T.  Hanmcr  and  T>r  Warburron  ; 
but  hent  is  probably  the  right  word.  To  he»t  is  iiled  by  ShaKC- 
Ipeare  for,  to  Jiizet  to  catchy  to  lay  hold  on.  Hen/  is,  ihcici  ve, 
iolJy  or  feizitre,  Le^  bold  on  him,  fword,  at  a  muie  huirid 
fime.    Johnson, 
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giS  H    A'  M   L    iE    T; 

When  he  is  drunk^-  ?iflee.j>i;;pr  jn  his  rage  5 ; 
Or  in  the  inceftuous  j)leaiures  of  his  bed  v 
At  gaming,  iWearifig^;  <i^'^bbk^m^d^^    ^' 
That  has  no  relilh  of  falvation  in't;'^^-^^^ 
Then  trip  hirti,  tifat  hi^''fieeh'teiiy'kfcfc''ki  heaven  «i 
And  that  his  foul  may  be  as  damn'd,  and  black, 
7  As  hell,  whereto  it  goes^.     IV^y  mothjpr  ftays: 
This  phyfic  but  prolongs  ttiy  figkly  days.         [£*•//• 

^  W7jen  he  is'Jrun^,  ^Jleep^  or  in  hixraze ; 
Or  in  the  inc'efiuous  fleafures  of  his  bed  (]    ;.So,  in  Marflon^ 
Infatiate  Countefs^tho^^  '        '^ 

Didft  thou  not  kill  hira  drui\k,i     ^  :   .  .\  ~ 

ThoU  fliocildt!,'or  in  th*einbt^ces  iff  WsKift'.  '^ISteevens. 
•  —  that  his  heels  ma^  kick  at  heaven ,-]     So,*  iti  tHtywood's  Siher 

"  Whofe  heels  trlpt  up,  kicked  gainft  thefir^^ntj^ 

reprel^nt^  ^i  ii->iRudi9^ataiher,'ls4)ot  ^fOit^ntoJidUithiisitiii^'blaQfd 
for  blood,  but  contrives  d^fffi.^i^jirj^i'bli^^'^^^b^^^^  ^^^4 
puniA^is.tc}9^k^;ril?]e4Qj^,^^  Johnson,.. 

The  fame    nencf-lrke    aifcofitiori  is   uieJvvn  hy,  t^dovoid^   in 
Wth^ih FittarraCorMcna^  i(nri  '      r    ''/'••  •     iv  •     , 

'* — e^ftJifciarejiiifiinU'-n  I  /v/ii-ibfl]'/'' 
y  3?K^as>^^J^C  1?^^  racket.    6,  that,  that  \ — 
**  That  while  he  had  been  bandying  at  tennis, 
♦^  He  might  have  fwom  hLimfelf  t;c^  hell,  aud.ftruck 
"  His  foul  into  the  hazkrtl*  1"    ^V    .i 
Aeain,  in  yZ?^,/i5?/;(V?  Zj^jiw^r.  1616 :         '     ^  . 

^        -  l'th#{htvWke'bVsWy^f^^^  ^^^^^f^ 

^    ;5*^'AndBhtVHenkBeth-^^«^ki^fJ?!:^  ,rjirr'.rH   .;s^^\^^ 
Again,  in  the  third  of  Beaumont  and  V\QXchii\i9>]Ik^j.  Plays  in  one: 

-  ■  Steevens, 

The  fame  horrid  thought  has  been  adopted  by  Lewis  Macbia> 
ill  the  Duml,  AW.{.  1653  :.      /^^"^^  ''^'^  ^^'  '^'-^r^  -^^^     .     ; 
■  ^*  Na)^v^ift^»e])at^ent,  fm^6'^^^  . 

**  And  you  fhall  take  them  zt^y^Wp'kim  Sh#,  (^  ^'^^^^ 
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&'«g-,  »togV{pr|i|s.,fly  up,  qjy,  ,tI\9Ughts  remain  . 
below:  .  .,  ,, .  .,  ...     '    .• , .,  .,.'  ,   1 

Wf?54l©if'^W?AQ"8^s,  never  joheayca gq.  [Exit, 

Tbe^§ueen^s  clofef. 

^  ;,P^^  ,^e  wilj  cooje  ilraight.    L'ook^  ypu  lay  home 

Tell  him,  his  pranks  have  been  too  broad  to  -bear 

4Mrt^^^S  Jffi^FiigWe.  jbatb  fcrcea'd  and  ilood  between 
Mia£^/fbeaetaJad'hiau^^.^.*^       fiknce snee'en tecei  ., ^ 
P^my  ^•tto^^be^'rotrt!d*i»irifh'Hitti{f'>  "■^''  ''--^  -:''^'  .■■'•'•    '  ' 

^e1snT\A  warrant  you  ^VfeajT-  we  not*,      '..«.»' 
Withdraw)  I  hcdr^Jiim[Co«niiig.r---> 

--!  :lm  ,::.rfi  X)    ,,  ^  .:■  ^PiMim-W^  himfelf. 

i^^f».  Hamlet,  thpiA:  iiW::.tny.-fet  of- 

J7^k;;^MdthWi  yoif  hav^e^ta^  friuch-offcnded. 

«  /*//  fileftce  me  e'en  hm:        /. .  ^     .,..-, 


■*/. ' 


than  to  Yiaxdkx^'-^ril  fiUncs  me  even  here^  is,  VU  ufe  no  more  *Morih. 

Johnson. 

2  ^e€n. 
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Slueen.  Come,  come,  you  anfwer  wkh  an   idle 
tongue. 

Ham.  Go.  go,  you  queftion  with  a  wicked  tongue* 

S^ueen.  Why,  how  now,  Hamlet  ?      •*  - 

Bam.  What's  the  mattcrnow  ? 

^een.  Have  you  forgot  me  ? 

Ham.  No,  by  the  rood,  not  fo  : 
You  are  the  queen,  your  hulbahdV brothb^i  wife; 
And — 'would  it  were  not  fo! — you  are  my  mother. 

^een.  Nay,  then  Til  fet  thofe  to  you  that  caii 
fpeak. 

Ham.  Come,  come,  and  fit  you  down  ;  you  Ihall 
not  budge ; 
You  go  not,  'till  I  fet  you  up  a  glafs 
Where  you  may  fee  the  itimoft  piart  of  you.    ' 

^een.  What  wilt  thou  do  ?  thou  wilt  not  murder 
me? 
Help, help,  ho!         "  .  ' 

Pol.  [Behind]  Whjit,  ho !  help  I 

Ham.  How  now!  arat^^?      .  :.  .  .n 

Dead,  for  a  ducat,  dead.  .  t    <. 

[Hamlet  Jirikes  at  Pol^nius  tbrouj^b  tbcirrai. 

F^L  [Behindyo,  I  am  flaiq. 

^een.  O  me,  what  haft  thou  doijtc?.   V  j 

Ham.  Nay,  I  know  not :  *  --  ' 

Is  it  the  king?  '    '  '  '  / 

f^een.  O,  what  a  rafli  and.  bloody  deejj  i§^t^is1 
am.  A  bloody  deed ; — almoit  as.  bad,  good  mo- 
ther, ^  --• 
As  kill  a  king,  and  marry  with  his  brother.* 

^een.  As  kill  a  king  »  ? ,    .  . ,      .  ,,^  ,.-,^^  . 

•  Haw  ««w,  a  ratT-^l    This  (as  Df.  Farmer  TrtW  bV&ittfU 
,  ancxpreffion  borrowed  ftort  fht  H^ioiyt  ^  Hak&k^'^Wi'^&^^ 

from  the  Frcncfe  of  Beileforeft.    BrEEVfei^s.  •    'Jvyoh')^! 

*  As  kin  a  kingr'\    This  intetto^iion  may  be  ei6bflai*!W^i» 
*fome  hint,  thtt  xht  queen  iiad  no  hand  iii  the  mard^  of  ilislAin 

-^^-fether.    Steeyeks. 
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Ham.  Ay,  Jady,  'twas  my  word. ^ 

Thou  wretched,  ralh,  intruding  fool,  farewel ! 

.  ,j  ..  >;  .A  [To  Polomus. 

I  took  thee  for  thy  better ;  take  thy  fortune : 
Thou  find'ft,  to  be  too  bufy,  is  fonie  danger.^^ 
Leave  wringing  of  your  hands :  Peace  ;  fit  you  down. 
And  let  me  wring  your  heart :  for  fo  1  fbali. 
If  it  be  nnade  of  penetrable  fluff; 
If  damned  cultom  have  not  braz'd  it  fb. 
That  it  be  proof  and  bulwark  againft  icnfe. 

^een.  What  have  I  done,  that  thou  dar'fl:  wag  thy 
tongue 
In  noifc  fo  rude  againft  me? 

Ham.  Such  at>  a6t. 
That  blurs,  the^gracc  and  blulli  of  modcfty  5 
QtHtryiriue,  hypocrite  v  ^  ukes  off  the  rofe 

From 

^  —  takes  off  the  rofe]  Alluding  to  the  cuftom  of  weanng^  rofes 
on  the  fide  of  the  face. .  See  a  note  on  a  paffagp  .  in  King  JaJjn^ 
A6ti.    Warburton, 

I  believe  Dr.  Warburton  is  mlftaken^  for  it  mlift  be  allowed  that' 
there  is  a^  material  difference  between  an  ornament  worn  on  the 
fmU^^Y  ^sd  one  exhibited  on  the  fide  of  the  face*     Some  have  un- 
derftood  thefe  words  to  be  only  a  metaphorical  enlargement  of  thfe 
fentiment  contained  in  the  preceding  line : 

—  blurs  the  grace  and  hlujh  of  modefty  : 
but  as  the  forehead  is  no  proper  fituation  for  a  hh{/b  to  be  difplayed 
in,  wc  may  have  recourfe  to  another  explanation. 

It  wias  once  the  cuflom  for  thoile  who  were  betrothed,  to  wear 
ibme' flower  as  an  external  and  confpicuous  mark  of  their  mutual 
^IS^^ftaci^.     ^\tk^njer*s  Shrpfjerds^  Calendar  for  April:     * 
*•  Bring  coronations  and  fops  in  wiae 

Wgrn  /d'paramaurfS^*  ,    ,  .    .  ,    .     . 

Lyte,  in  his  Herbal,  1^78,  (^numerates  J^  in  wine  among  the 
finaller  kind  of  fingle  gilliflowers  or  pinks'. 

Figure  4,  in  the  Morrice-dance  (a  plate  of  which  is  annexed  to 
tbf,  ,f  ii^ft .  ^41?  p(  JjT.,  ticmyXV,)  has  a  flower  fixed  on  his  forehead^ 
jaJ4.%aJ\to.b^  nje^nt  fiar.  tho.  paran^ur  of.th^,  Jtcm^le  charadter. 
The  flower  might  be  deijgned.^or  ar^,  as.  the  c}olo^r  of  it  isj^'d 
^ia^^^.pafjptedjglafs,  though. iu  ibrm  is  expreffed  with  as  little  ad- 
*h^):eficc  to  iii^ture  as  that  oT.thc  marygold  in  t$^  h^nd  of  the.  Jady. 
It  may,  however,  condu6t  us  to  affix  a  new  ineaning,  to  the  lines 
in  queftion.  This  flower,  as  I  have  fince  dlfcovered,  is  exa^ly 
ihaptti  like  the  fofs  in  wine^  now  called  the  Deptford  Fink. 

■Seti 
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From  the  fair  forehead  of  an  innocent  loviS, 
And  fets  a  blifter  there;  niakea  marriage  voW$ 
As  falfe  as  dicers'  oaths :  O,  fuch  a^deed,  . 
As  }  from  the  body  of  cootra&ion  plucks/ 
The  very  foul ;  and  fweet  religion  makes 
A  rhapfody  of  words  :  4  Heaven's  £ice  doth  gidnr  j 
Yea,  this  folidky  and  compound  nui&» 
With  triftful  vifage,  as  againft  the  doom^     * 
Is  thought-fiick  at  the  aft. 
^eem  Ay  me,  what  aft. 

Sets  a  hitfier  there,  has  tlie  fame  meanitif  aS;i»  Jj/btfu^tftr 
Mea/ure: 

,    Who  falling  in  the  flaws  of  her  oi^n  youth» 
Hath  bUfiePd  her  report. 
See  a  note  on  this  paifage,  A6t  2,  So.  5.        SreEHcxys. 
3  ^^from  the  h^dy  cf  contni6tioa-— ]    CoKtnOtim  for  tmifh^t 
contraB.    Warburton. 

*  -^Hecpuen^s  facfdoth  glowi 
Tea^  this  folidi^  and  compound  mafsy 
With  trififid  'Vtjagey  as  againji  the  doom^ 
Is  thought'fick  at  the  a£l.]     If  any  fenfe  can  be  firtlnd  h^'k 
U  this.   The  fun  glows  [and  does  it  not  always  ?]  aodtbeViflly  (blid 
mafs  of  earth  has  a  triHtuI  viiage,  and'  is  rhotighf^icV:.'*    All  thi>  is 
fad  fluff.    The  old  quarto  reads  much  nearer  txx  the  poaV  fieok :  ^ 
Heavens  face  does ghnxj^ 
O'er  this  folidity  and  compound  ffu^s^ 
Ji^th  heated  tnjage,  as  againfi  the  doont^  ^     -' 

Is  thought-Jick  at  the  aBn  •  ^ 

From  whence  it  appears*  thafShake^peare  wrote  1 

Hetn^ens  face  doth  glow^  '  *   ^ 

O'er  this  JbtiHity  and  cottipound  mafs^  *  ^ '  *  ■  -' 

Wtth  trij^l  tfifige  \  SLndyOs^gatJ^  thtdmi;  -    •    3?" 

Is  thought'fick  at  the  aSi^  ,.   ,  •    . 

This  makes  a  tine  fenfe,  and  to  this  eifctn-.    The  fun  looks  upon  our 

globe,  the  fcer.e  of  this  murder,  with  an  angry  and  mournful  coUtt; 

tjenance,  half  hid  in  eclipi'e,  as  at  the  day  of  doorn^   W^jl%\j|,toi^. 

The  word  heated^  though  it  agrees  well  enough  wltli  f^w^  i^ 

I  think,  not  fo  driking  as  trijlfuly  which  was,  I  &ppoie,  chofen  S 

the  revifal.    I  believe  the  whole  pa flage  no tv  (lands  as  the  author 

gave  it.     Dr.  Warburton's    reading   rcilores    tWo  improprieties, 

which  Shakefpeare,  by  his  alteration,  had  removed.     In  the  firf^i 

and  in  the  new  reading,  Heofven^s  tact  gldivs  zvith  tf-i/^l  viiigt; 

and,  lieaveifs  face  is  thought- fick.     To  the  common  reading  there 

is  no  juft  obje^lion.    Johnson. 
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sthat,.ro3fs,fo  loud,  and  thunders  in  the  indepc? 

•  Ham.  ^  Lpok. here,  upon. tjiispiiSlu re,  and  on  this; 
The  coupterfeii:  prefcnt/rientoF.twQ  brothers. 

See^  what  a  grace  was  ieated  oh  this  brow  : 
ttyperion!s  curk? ;;tbq  froqt  of  Jove  himfe)f; 
Ab  cyc'like  Mars,  to  threaten,  apd  command  ; 
Aftation.^  like  the  herald  Mercury,. 
New-light;ed  pn  ^  hcaveo-kiflipg  hjll; 
A  fcomoination,  and  a  form*  indeed,  ... 

,  '  T/jat  roars  fi  louJ,  ^,1  The  meaning  is,  ^^4</jthk  a^, 
of  which  the  difcovery^  or  m^ntion^  c^naot  bip  made,  but  with  this 
violence  ofcWm  our?    Joi^ksoiI*     .  i  • 

•  — —  and  thunders  in  the  index  ?]  Mr. ,  Edward«  obfervcs. 
that,  the  i/dbrri '  of  many  old  books  were  ^t  that  time  inierted 
at  tKebegianlngf  inflead  oF  the  etid,  as  is  .now  the  cuilom.  This 
obfti-vatioQt.  I  hav«  o.ftca  fceii  ^niirmed,. 

So,  in  0/W/<>,  A6k  2.  Sc.  7.——-  an  index  and  ob(bure/r^%A* 
tothchiftoryofluft  and  foul  thoughts*     Stjeev^ns,      j       •     .; 

*  Look  on  this piHyre^  and  on  this  {\  It  is  Evident  from  the  tbl- 
lowiug  words,  ,     ,      ,' 

A  fi^n^Xi^  tlie  herald  Mercury,  &c.    .  ^  ;  •    » 
that  thcfe- pi6^urci,  whjch  are.  jniroduced  ^s  miniatures  on  th^ 
ftagey  were  meant  fpr  whole  lengths,  beiuig  part  of  ^he  furiliture  of 
the  queen*s  dofa*      '.      ./      . 

<  ■!   1       iike  Maidts  fon  Ih  Jlood^    .         '  ,     ;    .    v 

'       And  Jhcok  hit  flumes, «  Milton^  B.  V.       StEBVEKS* 

^T.Hj^ion*s  curls i-^}  It  is  obfer.vable  that  Hyferion  is  ufed  bjr 
Spfcnfcr  with  tfie  fame  error  in  ^i^^;f///y.  F^-umeu^  -  .  , 
.  i  ha^e  n^ver  met  with,  an  earlier  edition  of  Marllon's  Jn/atiaa 
Cwnttfs  than  that  in  1603.  ^^  this  the .  following  lines  oocuf, 
|vbich  bear. a  clole  refemblance  to  {iiiiilet's  <k;rcriptipn  of  ius 
fttber;  ^^,         ,    .       ..     , 

*' A  doftativehehath  of  every  f;oc!;   ^         ,       '  .  <  . . 

,  '  ./.**  ApoUog^.'s&\iivcikcks^  Jox^\\\%\yi^fronit*    Steele ns^ 

*  -/^ftation-^f  Siatioji  iri  this  i  n (lap ce  does  not  mean  ,/^  ,^^{ 
w/iew  any  one  is  jda^td,  _  but  the  aM  6f  fixmding.  So,  in  Amt^ 
and  Cleopatray  Aft  J.  Sc.  3^     ,/ 

Her  motion  anti  her  jhtiou  ^fe;,iis  <inc»  m, 

Pq  turning  to  Thf'obakf  s  firil  edition,  1  find  that  he  had  m^tct 
tbe  f;^me' remark^  and  fupponcd  ir  .by -the  lamgi . iiiftancfi.  .  Ti)^ 
obfervation  is  neceilkry,  for  othcrwife  the  .compliment  deiigBaittt 
the  attitude  of  the*  king^  would  be  beftowed  op  the  place  wheise 
Mcrcwry  is  rew:efe|ite|i  as  fiandine*    SXEfiVBliS. 
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Where  every  god  did  feem  to  fet  his  feJ^, 

*ro  give  the  world  affurance  of  a  man  : 

This  was  your  hulbaixd,^ -Look  you  now,  what 

follows  : 
Here  is  your  hulband;  like  a  mildewed  ear% 
Blafting  his  wholfome  brother.     Have  you  eyes  ? 
Could  you  on  this  fair  mountain  leave  to  feed. 
And  batten  *  on  this  moor?  Ha!  have  you  eyes? 
You  cannot  call  it,  love  :  for,  at  your  age. 
The  hey-day  in  the  blood  *  is  tame,  it's  humble. 
And  waits  upon  the  judgment ;  And  what  judgment 
Would  ftep  from  this  to  this  ?    '  Senfe,  lure,  you 

have, 

Elfe, 

•  —  like  a  mildewM  car, 

BlalUng  ^is  nxihohfome  Irothei'^     This  alludes  to  Pharaoth^'i 
Dream  in  the  4 1  ft  chapter  of  Geneju.    Stee  vens • 

'  '^batten — ]    u  e.  to   grow  fat.     So,   in  Claudius  Tihcrti^ 
KerOf  1607.* 

**  and  for  milk 

"  I  hattend  was  with  blood." 
Again,  in  Marlow'sy^tu  ^/"il^Z/df,  1633 : 

«  —  make  her  round  and  plump, 
•*  And  hatten  more  than  you  aro  aware.'* , 
Hat  is  an  ancient  word  for  ina-eafe.     Hence  the  adJeAivc  la^ul^ 
fi>  often  ufed  by  Drayton  in  his  PolyoWion.    Stee  vens. 

*  The  hey-day  in  the  blood}    This  cxpreffion  occurs  in  FortTs 
*T'zs  Pi fyjhe*s  a  Whore^  16^^  I 

"  muft 

**  The  hey-d/^  of  your  luxury  be  fed 

"  Up  to  a  furfeit  ?'*    Stee  vens. 
^  Senje^fttre^yeu  have^ — ]     In  former  editions, 

"^^^Senfi^  Jure ^  you  harve^ 
)  E^'^  couldyou  not  ha^ve  motion  :— ]     But  from  what  philo- 

fophy  our  editors  kamt  this,  I  cannot  telL  Since  fitotion  dcp^ds 
fo  little  upon  Jenfe^  that  the  greateft  part  of  motion  in  rfie  univcrfc,- 
is  amongft  bodies  devoid  jai  fcnfe,     Wc  (hould  read, 

jE^,  could  you  not  ha*ve  notion, 
i.  e.  intelleiSt,  reafon,  eLc.  This  alludes  to  the  famous  peripatetic 
^inclple  of,  Nil^t  in  intellc6hi,  quod  nan  fuerit  i»  fenfu.  Atid  how 
tbnd  our  author  was  of  applying,  and  alluding  to,  the  principles  of 
this  philofophy,  we  have  given  fevcral  inftances.  The  principle 
in- particular  has  been  lince  taken  for  the  foundation  of  one  of  tWc 
ndbldft  works  that  thefe  latter'ages  have  produced;- '  WArBuxTaN* 
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Elfe,  could  yoti  not  have  motion:  But,  fure,  that  fcnft 

Is  apoplcxM  :  for  madncfs  would  not  err ; 

!Nbr  fenfe  to  ccftafy  was  ne*er  fo  thraU'd,  * 

3ut  it  rcferv'd  feme  quantity  of  ehoicc, 

Xo  ferve  in  fuch  a  diffcrcncei     .What  devil  was't^ 

That  thus  hath  cozened  you  at  hoodnlan-blind  4  ? 

Eyes  without  feeling'?;  feeling  withovit  fight^ 

Ears  withotit  hands  or  eyes,  imclling  fans  all, 

br  but  a  fickly  part  of  one  true  fenfe 

toulci  not  fo  mope  ^. 

O  fhame !  where  is  thy  bldfli  ?  7  Rebellious  hell,    ,  . 

The  whole  paffagc  is  wanting  in  the  foUo ;  irid  whichfbcver.  of 
the  readings  be  the  trqe  otie,  the  poet  was  not  indebted  to  this 
boafted  philofophy  for  his  choice.     Steeyens. 

Motion  is  frequently  ufed,  by  Shakefpeare  and  others,  for  impulfe 
of  hAiurQ^-^Uhi^Hous  inclination:     Taking  it  in   thi§    fenfe,    the 

gifiage '  is  fufficiently  intelligible  without  any  alieration.     So,  iii 
tbello:  *•  —  we  have  reafon  to  cool. our  raging  motions^  our  carnal 
ftings,  our  urjbitted  ludf." 

Again,  in  Qfmbclln^ ;         .        ,   ;    . 

'*  —  for  there's  nb  motion  . 
*^  That  tends  to  vice  in  man,  but  I  affimi 
**  It  is  the  tvoman's  part."  .  -, 

Agairi,  in  Brathwaite*s  Suhvey  of  Hifioriesji  .1614 ;  "  Thcfe  ccn,^ 
iinent  relation?  wilh  reduce  thy  flragling  motions  to  a  more  Icttkfd 
and  retired  harbour,^     MALONfii    ..... 

*  -^  at  hoodrnttn-hlind  f^     This  is,  I  fuppofe,  the  fame  as  hUnd" 
%ans'buff\     So,  in  the  Merr^  Hevil  of  Edmonton^  16^6  : 
^  '*  And  ever  fince  hiih  {hot  at  hooilinanMlud* 

Agaiii,  in  the  Two  Maids  of  Maordacke^  j  609  i 
,   . ''  —  was  I  bewitched,       .  ^ 
"  That  th6s  at  ^<7d?/i!'7/^z«-(J/;W  I  dallied  r'^ 
Again,'  in  th6  tVife  lyhman  qfHogfdc^,  1638  :  «     .  .„ 

"  Whv  ihouicl  I  play  at  hood-nuniThlindf*      SteeveN5#  , . 

,5  Eyts  ^voilhout  &c.]    This  and  the  three  following  lines  are 

omitted  in  the  folio.     SteEVENs.  ■    i    >        •    .  "' 

^  Could  not  fo  rnbpe.]  i.  €•  couM  not  exhibit,  fuch  rtiarks  of 

fiupidity.      The  feme  word  is  ufed   in  the   Temfefty ,  Sci  tjilt^-— 

And  were  brought  motitjv  hither.*'     Steevens.. 

1  ^ Rchdlious  hdi:^     '  ..,».. 

if  thou  cwfi  mutiny  in  n  matron^s,  hones^  ic.j     Alluding  to 
wV'at'he  had  toid  her  before,  that  her  inormb us  conduct  flicwod  i 
[  ,,kihd  6f  ix>iieirion;  *    .  ' 
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If  thou  canft  mutiny  ^  in  a  matron's  boned. 
To  flaming  youth  let  virtue  be  as  wax. 
And  melt  in  her  own  fire :  proclaim  no  fliame. 
When  the  compulfivc  ardour  gives  the  charge) 
Since  froft  itfelf  as  aftively  doth  bum. 
And  9  reafon  panders  will. 

^een.  O  Hamlet,  fpeak  no' more : 
Thou  turn 'ft  mine  eyes  into  my  very  foul ; 
And  there  I  iee  fuch  black  and  ^  grained  fpotSy 
As  will  not  leave  their  tindt  *. 

Ham.  Nay,  but  to. live 
'  In  the  rank  fweat  of  an  '  inceftuous  bed ; 

Stcw'd 

•i—  iVhat  devil  uwV, 

That  thus  haihy  &c.—  ;  ,  ' 

And  again  afterwards :  '\ 

For  life  can  almqft  change  ihe  fiamp  of  naiti^e^ 
And  mqfler  even  tht  devil^  or  throw  him  out 
With  wondrous  potency — 
But  the  Oxford  Editor^  not  apprehending  the  meaning,  alters  it  te 
—  rebellious  heat, 
Ifthoucanji^  &c. 
And  fo  makes  nomenfe  of  it.    For  muji  not  rebellious  hjl  mutiny 
wherever  it  is  quartered?     Th^  it  fhould  get  there  might. feem 
flrange,  but  that  it  fhould  do  its  kind  when  it  was  there  feems  la 
be  natural  enough.     Warburton- 

I  think  the  prefent  reading  right,  but  cannot  admit  that  Hanmcr's 
cmeh'dation  produces  nonfenfe.  May  not  what  is  faid  of  heat^ 
be  faid  of  ^?//,  that  it  will  mutiny  wherever  it  is  quartered? 
Though  the  emendation  be  elegant,  it  is  not  neceffary.  Johnson. 
*  —^mutiny]  The  old  copies  read  mutiny  Sbake^ieare  call* 
mutlneers'^mutines^  in  a  f ubfeq uent  fcene,     Steevens. 

5  — reafon  panders w///.]     So  the  folio,  I  think  rightly;  but 
the  reading  of  the  quarto  is  defenfible  : 

-i— r£'«yS«  pardons  lu;?/,     Johnson. 
r  — grained' — J     Dyed  in  grain.^    Johns  ok.  ' 
^  As  will  not  kanje  their  tinB,"]     The  quartos  read  : 

"  Afi  will  lenve  there  their  tin^i."^     Steevens. 
3  «.»,  inceftuous  hcd-^     The  folio  has  enfeamed^  that  is,  gxtcfy 
bed.    Johnson. 

Beaumont  and  Fletcher  ufe  the  word  ipfeimedlvi  the  fame  fenfef 
in  the  third  of  their  Four  Flays  in  one: 

**  His  leachcry  infeamd  upon  hiiftk'* 
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Stcw'd  in  corruption ;  honying,  and  making  I079 
Over  the  nafty  ftye ;— — 

^en.  O,  fpcak  to  mc  no  more; 
Thefe  words  lilce  daggers  enter  in  mine  ears ; 
No  more,  fweet  Hamlet. 

Ham.  A  murderer,  and  a  vi^aip  : 
A  flave,  that  is  not  twentieth  part  the  tythe 
Of  your  precedent  lord  : — a  4  vice  of  kings  : 
A  cutpurle  of  the  empire  and  the  rule; 
5  That  from,  a  (hflf  the  precious  diadem  ftolc. 
And  put  it  in  his  pocket  1 

^een.  No  more. 

Enter  Gboft. 
Ham.  6  A  king  of  ihreds  and  patches  :- 


date,  we  are  told  tha]t 


Save  me,  and  hover  o'er  me  with  your  wings. 
You  heavenly  guards  ! — What  would  your  gracious, 
figure  i 

fueettj.  Alas,  he's  mad. 
am.  Do  you  not  come  your  tardy  fonto  chidej^  , 
That,  7  lapsed  in  pmc  and  paflion,  lets  go  by 
The  important  ading  of  your  dread  command  2 
P,  fay!  '     . 

In  the  Book  of  Han^ng^  &c.  bh  1.  no 
*>  Enfayme  of  a  hauke  is  the  grece^ 

In  moft  places  it  means  the  greafe  oi:  oil  witK  which  clothiers 
l^mear  their  wool  to  make  it  diaw  out  in  fpinning. 
*  hcefiuoui  ie  the  reading,  of  the. gyarto,  1 6 1 1..    S t  e  e  v e  n  s . 

4  ««,  ^i^g  fjf  \ifig^  /j  a  low  mimick  of  kings.  The  vice  is  the 
fool  of  a  farce;  frotxi  wliom  the  modern  punch  is  defcended*   . 

Johnson. 

*  That  Jrom  ajbelfi  ikcl  T^^*  '*^  ^^'**^  "o*  unmeaningly,  but 
to  (hei^j,  tliat  the  ufurpcr  i;ame  not  to  the  crown  by  any  glorious 
villainy  that  carried  danger  with  it,  but  by  the  low  cowardly  theft 
ofa  common  pilferer.     WARBtTRTON. 

^-  A  king  ofjbreds  and  patches  i]  TThis  is  fald,  purfuing  the 
idea  of  the  'vice  of  kings,  The  *pice  was  drefled  a^  a  fool,  in  a  cgat 
of  party-coloured  patches.     Iohnson. 

^  — lapsed  in  time  and pajpon^-^l     That,  haying  fuffered  time  to. 
Jlipy  and  pajlion  to  vooL  lets gOy  iicc.    Johnson. 

Y  3  Ghoji. 
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Gbofi.  Do  not  forget :  This  vifitation 
Is  but  to  whet  thy  almoft  blunted  purpofe^ 
But,  look  !  amazement  on  thy  mother  fits*: 
P,  ftep  between  her  and  her  fighting  foul  \ 
ponceit  in  weakeft  bodies  ftrorigeft  wprks  ; 
Speak  to  her,  Hamlet.  '     ,  *    ' 

Ham.  How  is  it  with  yoq,  lady  J 

^een.  Alas,  how  is't  witli  you? 
That  you  do  bend  your  eye  pn  vacanqr. 
And  with  the  incorporal  air  do  hold  difcourfe  % 
Forth  at  your  eyes  your  fpirits  wildly  peep ; 
And,  as  the  (leeping  foldfers  in  the  alarm, 
Ifour  bedded  hair, « like  life  in  excrements. 
Starts  up,  and  (lands  on  end.     O  gentle  fon, 
Upon  the  heat  and  flame  of  thy  ^iftempcr    ' 
Sprinkle  cool  patience.     Whereon  do  you  look^ 

Ham%  On  him  !  oh  him !- — -Look  yoa,  h6\v  pafc 
he  glares! 
His  form  and  caufe  conjoined,  preaching  to  ftones. 
Would"  make  them  capable. — Do  not  look  upon  toe  5 
Left,  with  this  piteous  aftion,  you  convert 
My  ftern  effefts:  xhtn  what  I  have  to  do 
Will  ^yant  true  colour ;  tears,"  perchance,  for  blood, 

^een.  To  whom  do  you  (peak  this  ?' 

Ham.  Do  you  fee  nothing  there  l\ 

^een.  Nothing  at  all ;  yet  all,  that  is,  I  fee. 

H^m.  Nor  did  ypu  nothing  hear  ? 

^ieen.  No,  nothing,  but  ourfelves.  i 

Ham.  Why,  look  you  there!  look,  how  it  fteal^^ 
away  ! 

>  My  fathei-,  in  his  h^bit  as  he  liv'd! 

Look, 

■  — like  lifi  in  excrements,]  The  hairs  are  excremcntitious, 
that  IS,  ivithoiit  liff^  or  fenfatitm ;  yet  thofe  vety  hairs,  as  if  they 
had  life,  Ihrt  up,  &c.     Pope.    •    ■•  :        • 

'  *  M^  father^  in  his  habit  as  he  lin/Jf]  If  the  poet  means  by  this 
expreliion,  rhi*t  his  father  app<?ared'  in  hi?  own  familiar  hahit,  hfe 
has  cither  Foj^oc  that  he  had  onuinally  introduced*  him. in  armour^ 
or  muft  have  meant  to  vary  his  drei's  at  this  his  lall  appearance.' 

t;       .        n  ....  .........         ..         ...  .      •    .  The 
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Look,  where  he  goes,  -cv^n  now,  out  at  the  portal ! 

lExit  Ghcji. 

^een.  This  is  the  very  coinage  of  your  brain  : 
This  *bodilefs  creation  ccfi.afy 
Is  very  cunning. ^n*. 

Ham.  Ecftafy  ^  ! 
My  pulfe,  as  yours,  doth  temperately  keep  time. 
And  makes  as  healthful  mufic :  It  is  not  madnefs. 
That  I  have  utter'd :  bring  me  to  the  teft. 
And  I  the  matter  will  re-word ;  which  madnefs 
Would  gambol  from.     Mother,  for  love  of  grace, 
tay  not  that  flattering  unftion  to  your  foul. 
That  not  your  trefpafs,  but  my  madnefs,  fpeaks  : 
It  will  but  fkin  and  film  the  ulcerous  place; 
Whiles  rank  corruption,  mining  all  within, 
Infedls  unfeen.     Corifcfs  yourfelf  to,  heaven ; 
Repent  what's  paft ;  avoid  what  is  to  come  ; 
And  *  do  not  fpread  the  compoft  on  the  weeds. 
To  make  them  ranker.     Forgive  me  this  my  virtue : 
For,  in  the  fatncfs  of  thefe  purfy  times. 
Virtue  itfelf  of  vice  muft  pardon  beg ; 
Tea, '  curb,  and  woo,  for  leave  to  do  him  good. 

^een.  O,  Hamlet !  thou  haft  cleft  my  heart  in 
twain. ... 

Ham.  O,  throw  away  the  worfer  part  of  it, 
-^nd  live  the  purer  with  the  other  half. 

The  difficulty  might  perhaps  be  a  little  obviated  by  pointing  the 
Ijinethus: 

^faibef'^in  his  h^it^^as  he  liv^cL     Steevens. 

*  Ecfia£f  /]     J^cfiajy  in  this  place,  and  many  others,  means  a  / 

temporary  alienation  of  mind,  a  fit.     So,  \n' Eliofto  Lihidinofi^  a  ~-^ 

novel,  by  John  Hindc^  1606;  **  —  that  burlVing  out  of  an  njlajy 
wherein  (he  had  long  Hood,  like  one  beholding  Medufa's  head, 
lamenting,  Ua^     St  e  e  v  etj  s  • 

* — do  not  fpread  the  compoft^  &c.]     Do.  not?  by  any  new  in- 
dulgence, heighten  you  r  former  oiffinces •     Johnson 

5  •— far^r-]     That  is,  bend  and  truckle,     Fr,  courier.     So,  ia 
fierce  Plowman : 

*'v  Then  I  courbid  on  mv  knees,  &:c.'*        Stee! vens. 

14  Good 
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Good  night :  but  go  oot  to  mine  uncfe's  bed  j 
Affume  a  virtue,  if  you  have  it  not.  '  • 

^  That  monfter,  cuflom,  wh6  allTenfe  doth  cat. 
Of  habits  devil,  is  angel  yet  in'  this.;  •  t 

That  to  the  ufe  of  aftions  fair  and  g->od 
He  likewife  gives  a  ftock,  or  livery^ 
That  aptly  is  put  ort  :  Refrain  to-night ; 
And  that  (hall  knd'a  kind  of  eafinefs    ' 
To  the  next  abftinenfce  :"  the  next/ more  e^fy  5 : 
For  ufe  dan  alrtioft  change  the  damp  of  nature. 
And  either  matter  the  devil,  or.  thrONv  him  out 
With  wondrous  potency.     Once  more,  good  night  I 
And  when  you  are  defirous  tobe  bleft,   ,  '  .     ^ 

ril  bleffing  beg  of  you. — For  this  fame  lord, 

[Pointihgto  Polonius^ 
I  do  repent ;  But  heaven  hath  plcas'd  it  fo;— 
^  To  punifli  him  with  me,  and  me  with  this,-^ 
That  I  mUft  be  their  fcourge  and  minifter.   * 
1  will  beftow  him,  and  will  anfwer  well 
The  death  I  gave  him.     So,  again  go6d  night  !— 
I  muft  be  cruel,  only  to  be  kind  : 
Thus  bad  begins,  and  worfe  remains  behind*— 

i     •      ••  -      ••'"-..•-;■'.        .  .     \      ^ 

*  That  monfier  cttjtam^  who  allfenje  doth  eat^ 
Of  /»aii^s  dcvi\i  is  an^eijfciift't/jis;]*  This  paflage  is  left  out 
in  the  two  elder  fblio^ :  jk.  is  certainly  corrupt,. and  the  players  dW 
the  difcreet  .part , to  (lifle  what  they  did  not  underhand.     Habit's 
4^11  certainly,  arofe  frgm  rome'i:opcei;ed  tamp^rer  with  the  texf^ 
who  thought  it  was  neceflaiy,  in  contrail  to  a;t^eL     The  emend*.- 
tion  of  the  text  I  owe  to  th^  Cigacity  of  Efr^  Thylby  :      c       /  ^ 
..  That  monfier  cufiom,  who  all  finfe  doth  eat 
0^|iabits  evil,  £;  tf«rf/^.&c.       Theobald. 
I  think  Thtrlby's  conjcdure  wrong,  though  {he  .fucceeding  edi- 
tors have  followed  it ;  <w;j^/.^d  <^r// are  evidently  oppofed.'     r 

Johnson. 
I  ,^fhc  next^  more  eajy ;]     This  paflage,  as  far  as  potm^^  is. 
on^itted  in  the  folio.    Steevens* 

*.  To  puni/b  him  with  me y  ^c.].    This  is  Hanmer*s  reading ;  the 
other  editions  have  it, 
*  ,  .  ,    fofuni/b  ine  with  ihisp  and  this  with  me,    JoHNSO>f. 

^  "One 
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One  wbrd^  more,' good  lady  ^ 
'  ^^een.  What  (hall  I  do? 

Ham.  Not  this,  by  no  means,  that  I  bicl  you  c^q: 
Let  ^fe  bldat  king  ^  temjpt  you  again  to  bed  ' 
Pinch  wanton  on  your  cheek  \  call  you,  his  moufe  ?  5 
And  let  him,  for  a*  pair  of  feech^  kiffcs  ',  -  '  ^ 

6r  padlirtg  in  your  neck  with  his  damn'd  fingers, 
^ake  you  to  ravel  all  this  matter  our,    ' 
*  That  I  efleiitially  am  not  in  madnefs, 

-    .       '-    ^    :  -rr-    .:     .    .  -     '   .    «,  g^j 

f  Otievwdmarey  &c.]     This  palTage  I  have  reftored  from  th^ 
quartos.  .»Steevbns.  ...  .•»';.•  ••  *  .;  »    ;    »    •  -'' 

'.  *  Let  ii&ff  fond  it/^*^]     The  old  quarto  reads, 

.  Let  the  bloat  kmg  . ' .     ■  ■       ,    .     , 
k  c.  bloated,  which  is  better,  as  more  cxprefSve  of  the  fpeaker*a 
contempt.    War3URton,  .        ,      .   i 

t  '  — •  his  msufi ;  ]     Mou/a  was  once  a  term  of  endearment.    So, 
inWarner'3--^/^/Wj£«^A?»</,i6o2,  b.  24  chap,  IOC 

>*  God  blefs  thee  fnouje^  the  bridegroom  faid,  &c.*' 
Again,  in  the  Menachimi^  i59^«  **  Shall  I  tell  thee,  fweet 
moufe^?  I  never  Jook  upon  thee,  but  I  am  quite  out  of  love  with 
my  wife;**  Steevens^  v  .  .  .  ■  . 
..  ^  —  «a>^  kifles,]  ReecJjy  is  fmoky.  The  author  meant  to 
convey  a  coarfe  idea,  and  was  not  very  fcrupulous  •  in  his  choice  of 
an  epithet.  The  fame,  however^  is  applied  with  greater  pro^ 
priety  to  the  neck  of  a  cook-maid .  in  C^iQloHM*  Agam,  in  Hant 
$eer Pot\IwvififU  Comedy^  \b\%  I 

*'  —  bade  him  go 
"  And  walh  his  face,  be  look'd  fo  ripechiiy^ 
*♦  Like  bacon  hanging  on  the  chimney**  roof.**  v 

Steevens.. 

*  That  I  f/p^tiaUy  am  not  in  madnefs^ 

'■  But  mad  in  crafl,^^']     The  reader  will  be  pleafed  to  fee  Dr. 

Farmer's  cxtrad  from  the  old  quarto  Hiftorie  of  Hambkt^  of  which 

he  h<^d  a  fragment  only  In  his  poileffion.— >''  It  was  not  without 

**  caufe,  and  jufte  occaiion,  that  my  geftures,  countenances,- and 

.  ^  words,  ieeme  to  proceed  from  a  madman,  and  that  I  deiire  to 

^  hauc  all  men  efieeme  mee  wholy  dtpriued  of  fence  and  rea- 

"  fonable  underllanding,  bycaufc  I  am  well  aflured,  that  he  that 

^  hath  made  no  confcience  to  kill  his  owne  brother  (accufbomed 

**  to  murthers,  and  allured  with  defire  of  gouernement  without 

^'  controll  in  his  treafons)>  will  not  fpare  to  faue  himfelfe  with  the 

•*  like  crueltie,  in  the  blood,  and  flefh  of  the  loyns  of  his  brother, 

**  by  him  maifacred:  and  therefore  it  is  better  for  me  to  fayne 

^  madnefle,  then  (p^fe  my  right  fences  as  nature'hath  befiowed 

i   .  .  ,  •     ...  "  them 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Iia  ^    A    M    L    jE    T,  - 

But  mad  in  craft.    *Twcre  good^  yQU  let  hirp  ktm} 
For  who,  that's  but  a  queen,  fair,  fobcr,  wife, 
Wquld  from  a  paddock,  frpm  a  bat,  a  gib  *, 
Such  dear  concernings  hide  ?  who  would  dp  fo  } 
No,  in  dcfpight  qf  fepfe,  and  fecrecy, 
5  Unpeg  the  balket  op  the  houfe^s  top. 
Let  the  birds  6/;  and,  like  the  famous  ape. 
To  try  conclufiops  4,  iq  the  bal^cet  creep, 

^*  them  upon  me.  The  bright  (hmiqg  clcarnes  thereof  I  atq 
**  forced  to  hide  vnder  this  ihadow  of  diflimulation,  as  the  fun 
^  doth  hir  beams  vnder  fome  great  <iloud,  when  the  wether  la 
f^  fummer  time  oUercafteth :  the  face  of  a  madman  ferueth  to  cooer 
*'  nay  gallant  countenance,  and  the  gcftures  of  a  fool  are  fit  for 
*«  me,  to  the  end  that,  guiding  myfclf  wifely  th^rin,  I  may  pre- 
f  ferue  my  life  for  ihe  Danes  and  the  memory  of  my  Ittc  de- 
**  oeaied  father,  for  that  the  d^fire  of  reuenging  his  deatJi  is  foj 
•*  in:>rauen  in  my  heart,  that  if  I  dye  not  (hortly,  I  hope  to  take 
'<  fuch  and  fo  great  vengeance,  that  thefe  cQuntryes  ihali  for  tm 
*^  fpeake  thereof.  NeuertheleiTe  I  muft  fiay  the  time,  raeancs, 
f*  and  occafion,  left  by  hiaking  ouer  great  haft,  I  be  pbw  d^c 
if  -caufe  of  mine  owne  fodaine  ruine  and  oucrthrow,  and  by  that 
**  meanes  end,  before  I  beginne  to  effed  my  hearts  defitc :  hce 
<!^  that  hath  to  doe  with  a  wicked,  difloyall,  cruell)  and  difcourr 
'^^  teous  man,  muft  vfe  craft,  and  politike  inuentions,  fuch  as  a 
**  fine  witte  can  beft  imagine,  not  to  difcouer  hi^  inteq)rife:  for 
^*  feeing  that  by  force  Lcannot  elfe6t  my  defire,  reaibn  alloweth 
•*  me  by  diiliraulation,  fubtikie,  and  fecrpt  pradifes  to  proceed 
**  therein."    Steevens. 

*  — n^/^,]    So,  in  Drayton's  Eplftle  from  Elinpr  Cobha/nV^ 
I>uke  Humphry  : 

'  V  .     "And  call  me  beldam,  j^'^^  witch,  nicht-mare,  trot.'* 
Gib  was  a  common  name  for  a  cat.     So,  in  Chaucer's  Rom.  ef 
•  iht  Rnfe^  ver*6204: 

**  ^^gihhe  our  cat, 
.    .         "  That  waiteth  mice  and  rats  to  kiilen.'^    Stbevkms* 
3  Unpeg  the  bafeet  on  the  houfistop^ 
Lei  the  birds  Jfy ; — ]     Sir  John  Suckling,  in  one  of  his  letters^ 
may  poffibly  alhide  to  the  fame  ftory.     **  It  is  the  ftory  of  the 
*^  jackanapes  and  the  partridges  ;  thou  ftareft  after  a  beauty  till  U 
*'  is  loft  to  thee,  and  then  let'ft  out  another,  and  ftareft  after  that 
**  till  it  is  gone  loo.'*    Warner. 

♦  To  /r>?  concluJiojtSy']    i.  e.  experiments.    So,  in  Antony  w^ 
Ckapatra: 

**  She  has  purfu'd  ftf»r/a/Ji7ff J* infinite 
"  Of  ealy  ways  todie."    Steevens, 

And 
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^nd  brc^k  your. neck  4qwi.  - 

^e^n.  Be  thou'  afllir'd,  if  WQr(j3  be  madp  f)f 

'  '     '    bircat^ 
And  breath  of  Irfe,  I  have  no  life  to  breathe    - 
What  thou  haft  faid  to  me. 

Ham.  I  muft  to  Englaad ;  you  knaw  that  ? 

^eet$*  Alack,  1  had  forgot ;  'tis  fo  concluded  on. 

Ham.  ^  There's  letters  fcal'd :  and  niy  two  fchool- 
fellaws^ — 
Whom  I  will  truft,  as  I  will  ^  adders  fang*d,— • 
They  bear  the  mandate  i  thfey  milft  fwecp  my  way^^ 
And  marlbal  me  to  knavery  :  Let  it  work ; 
For  'th;  the  fport,  to  have  the  epgiii^jer 
Hoift  7  with  his  own  petar  ;  and  it  fcall  go  hard, 
But  I  will  delve  one  yard  below  their  mines, 
And  blow  them  at  the  moon :  O,  'tis  moft  fweet, .  . 
Wheti'in  one  line  two  crafts  dircftly  mectf-^'  ^^ 
This  man  fhall  let  me  packing. 
Ill  lug  the  guts  ^  into  the  neighbour  room  ;— ^ 
Mother,  good  night.— Indeed,  this  counfellor 
Is  now  moft  ftill,  moft  fecret,  and  moft  grave. 
Who  was  in  life  a  foolifli  prating  knave. 

5  There^s  letters  feaVd.  &c.]     The  nine  following  verfes  are  ad- 
ded  out  of  the  old  edition.     Pope. 

? — adders  fan^d^     That  is,  adders  with   their  ^ijsrj'j,  or /«• 
fikous  teeih^  undrawn.     It  has  been  the  pradice  of  rtountebanks  to 
boaii  the  efficacy  of  their  antidotes  by  playing  with  vipers,  but 
ihey  firil:  difabled  their  fangs.     Johnson. 
"f  Boifi  &CC.]     Iloiji  idr  haifed \  z^  faji  (oT pajfed,      Ste EVENS. 
?  —  the  gurs — ]     The  word  guts  wias  not  anciently  fo  offenfive 
to  delicacy  as  it  is  at  prefent ;  but  was  ufed  by  l^Uy  (who  aiade 
the  firft  attempt  to   polifh  Our  language)    in   his    ferious  0)m- 
pofitions.     So,  in  his  M^das^  '592 :    "  Could  not  the  treafure  of 
Phrygia,  nor    the  tributes  of  Greece,  nor  mountains  in  the  Eaft, 
whore^»/i  are  gold,  fatisfy  thy  mind  ?**     In  Ihort,  guts  was  ufed 
•where  we  now  ufe  entrails^    Stattyhurfi  often,  has  it  in  his  tranilatioa 
tf  Virgil,  1582 :     .     '     .    '      ' 

Pedoribus  ihhians  fpirantia  confitlit  exta. 
\\  She  weens  her  fortune  by  guts  hoate  fjnoakyc  to  conftcr.** 
'    " "    * .  Steevei^s. 

Come, 
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^  Come,  fir,  to  draw  toward  an  end  with  you  :^ 
Good  night,  mother.  ' 


»A  C  T   IV.       S  C  E  N  E    |, 

A  royal  apartments 

Enter  King^  ^een,  Rofencrantz^  and  Guildenftern* 

King.  There's  matter  in  thcff  fighSjj  thefc  profound 
heaves; 
You  muft  translate;  'tis  fit  we  ynderftand  ^em: 
Where  is  your  fon  ? 

^een.  Beftow  this  place  on  us  a  little  while  *.— 
f  21^  Rof.  and  Guil.  who  go  out^ 
Ah,  my  good  lord  %  what  have  I  feen  to-iiight  ? 

Kjng.  What,  Gertrude  ?  How  does  Hamlet  ? 

^een.  Mad  as  the  fea,  and  wind,  when  both  coii- 
■     V  -         tend 
Which  is  the  mightier :  In  his  lawlefs  fit, 

*  Come^  Jir^  to  draw  toward  an  end  with  you :]  Shakefpeare  hai 
been  imfortunafe  in  his  management  of  the  flory  of  this  play,  the 
moft  ftriking  circumftances  of  which  arife  fo  early  in  its  formation, 
as  not  to  leave  him  room  for  a  condufion  fui table  to  the  import- 
ance of  its  beginning.     After  this  lall  interview  with  the  Gbefi^ 

"  the  character  of  Hamlet  has  Foil  all  its  confequence.    Steevens. 

*  j^^lV,]  This  play  is  printed  in  the  old  editions  without 
any  leparation  of  the  adls.  The  divifion  is  modern  andarbitraiy; 
and  is  hcie  not  very  happy,  for  the  paufe  is  made  at  a  time  when 
there  is  more  continuity  of  adion  than  in  almoft  any  other  of  the 
fcenes.    Johnson-, 

*  Beftow  this  place  on  us  a  little  while."}  This  "line  is  wanting  in 
the  folio.     Steevens. 

3  —n  wy  good  lord,  ]    The  quartos   xt^&^^mine  own  lord. 

Steeve]*s. 

Behind 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Prince  ot  Denmark,   ^ji 

behind  the  arras  hearing  fomethiqg  ftir^ 

He  whips  his  rapier  out,  and  cries,  J  rat  l-^a  rat! 

And,  in  this  brainiih  apprehenfion,  kills 

The  unfeeri  good  oW  Jinan, 

King.  O  heavy  deed  ! 
It  had  been  fo  with  us,  had  we  b€en  there  i 
His  libeny  is  fuU  of  threats  to  all  { 
To  you  yourfelf,  to  us,  to  every  one. 
Alas  !  how  (hall  this  bloody  deed  be  anfwer'd  ? 
It  will  be  laid  to  us ;  whofc  providence 
Should  have  kept  Ihort,    reftrain'd,  and  4  out  of 

haunt. 
This  mad  young  man:  but,  fo  much  was  our  love. 
We  would  not  underftand  what  was  moft  fit; 
Bur,  like  the  owner  of  a  foul  difeafe. 
To  keep  it  from  divulging,  let  it  feed 
Even  on  the  pith  of  life.     Where  is  he  gone  ? 

Stueen.  To  draw  apart  the  body  he  hath  kilFd : 
0*er  whom  his  very  madnefs,  5  like  fome  ore. 
Among  a  mineral  of  metals  bafe. 
Shews  itfelf  pure ;  he  weeps  for  what  is  done. 

King.  O,  Gertrude,  come  away  ! 
The  fun  no  fopner  fhall  the  mountains  touch. 
But  we  will  fhip  him  hence  :  and  this  vile  deed 
We  muft,  with  all  our  majefty  and  (kill. 
Both  countenance  and  excufe.— Ho !  Guildenftern ! 

4  _  ^t  tf/'haunt,]  I  would  rather  read,  out  ofhaxm*    Johnson. 
Out  ef  bounty  means  out  flfcomfcmy.     So,  in  Antony  and^  Cleopatra  : 

**  Dido  and  her  Sichseus  (hall  want  trcops, 

"  And  all.  the  haunt  be  ours." 
Again,  in  Warner's  Albion* s  England^  1602,  book  5.  chap.  26  : 

**  And  from  the  fmith  of  heaven's  wife  allure  the  amorous' 
baunt^ 
The  place   where  men  allemble,  is  often  poetically  called  the 
J^aunt  qfjnen.     So,  in  Romeo  and  Juliet : 

* *.  We  talk  here  in  the  public  haunt  of  men.*'    St e  e  v e  n  s . 

5  — like  fome  ore]     Shakefpeare  feefus  to  thiak  ore  to  be  or^ 
that  is,  gokl.    Bafe  metals  have  ore  no  lefs  thaa  precious. 

Johnson* 

"  Mm  fir 
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Friends  both,  go  jdjn  you  "^Ask  jfome  fitrtlier  aid  : 

Hamlet  in  niadnefs  hath  Polonius  flaiti^ 
And  frotli  his  tnochllr^S  clofet  bdth  he  ditigg;^d  hirti : 
Go,  feek  hirh  oiit;  r|)eak  fair^  and  britig  the  bod^ 
Into  the  chapeli    Ipmy  youi 'hafte  :in  this, 

•     \  ISifiukf  Hof.  inid  iSktt: 

Come,  (jertitide,  weMl  call  up  our  ,wif(bft  friends ; 
And  tet  them  know,  both  What  we  mcfan  to  do. 
And  what's  untimely  ddqe:  for  haply,' dander, 
'<i  Wh^fe  whirper  o'er  the  world^s  diameter. 
As  level  as  the  tannon  to  his  blank, 
Tranfports  his  poifon'd  (hot,  may  mife  our  name^. 

•  tf^ifo/e  ^xuhlfpcr  o^er  the  nuorlVs  Jiamtirr^ 
j^s  level  as  the  eanHon  tv  his  hlank:^ 
Tranfportsits  poifon^djhot^mqy  mifi  ournafrie^ 
And  hit  iht  ^J^joundlefs  air. — O,  come  awayf]  Sf  r,  Popc  taktV 
liotice,  that  I  replace  fome  verfes  that  were  imperjfe6^  (and,  tlioufifal 
oiz  modern  datCj  fc^fn  t6  begcnuinc)^  by  uxiertiag^two  woras.' 
But  to  fee  what  an  accurate  and  faithful  collator,  he  is,  I  produced 
thefe  verfes  in  my  Shakejpedre  Rejl&ted^  from  a  quarto  edition  pf 
tiamUt^  printed  in  1637,  and  happened  to  fay,  that  they  bad  not 
the  authority  of  any  earlier  date  in  priat».thAt.l  knew  of^  thjtn  that 
quarto.  Upon  the  ftrength  of  this  Mr.  l^ope  coracs  and  calls  the 
lines  modtrtLf  though  they  dre  ili  the  quartos  pf  160^  and  16111 
which  I  had  not  then  feenj  but  both  of  which  Mr;  Pope  pretend^ 
to  have  collated.  The  verfes  cafry  thfe  very  llamp  of  Sliakefpeare 
tipon  them.  The  coin,  indeed,  has  been  dipt  trom  out  firil  rt^ 
teiving  it ;  but  it  is  not  fo  diminiftifed,*  bitt  that  With  a  fmall  aP 
fiftance  we  may  hope  to  make  it  pafs  current.  I  am .  far  fft)m 
affirming^,  that,'  by  inferring  the  wordi,  For  hapy^  JI^Andcr^  I  hare 
given  the  poet's  very  words  j  but  the  fupplement  is  fuchas'thc 
fentiment  naturally  fe^ms  to  demand*  The  poet  has  the  fame 
thought,  concerning  the  diffufive  powers  tfjlahder;  m  anothtfif  ot 
lis  piays  r  ,         - 

*<  No,' 'tis  j^«^  ; 

**  Whofe  edge  is  fharper  than  the  fwbrd,  whofe  tongud 
*«  Out- venoms  all  the  worms  of  Nile,  whofe  breath 
•*  Rides  on  the  pofting  winds,  and  doth  bcly  . 
^*  Afi  curnei^s  of  the  world.**    C^mhcUnu    Theobald.    . 
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And  hit  the  woundlcfs  air. — O,  come  away  1 

My  foul  IS  full  of  difcordy  and  dffmay.         {Exeuti^^ 

SCENE      IL 
Another  room. 
Enter  Hamlet. 

tjam.  Safely  ftow'd.    But  foft  7,— 

Rof.  6?r.  within.  Hamlet !  Lord  Hamlet ! 
Ham.  What  noife?  who  calls  on  Hamlet?   O, 
here  they  come. 

Enter  Rofencraniz^  and  Guildenjiern. 

Rof.  What  have  you  done,  my  lord,   with  the 
dead  body  ? 

Ham.  Compounded  it  with  duft,  whereto  'tis  kin, 

Rof.  Tell  us  where  *tis ;    that  we  may  take  ic 
thence, 
And  bear  it  to  the  chapeL, 

Ham.  Do  not  believe  it^ 

Rof.  Believe  what  ? 

Ham.  That  I  can  keep  your  counfel,  and  not  mifre 
own,  Befides,  to  be  demanded  of  a  fpunge ! — what 
replication  (hould  be  made  by  the  fon  of  a  king  ? 

Rof.  Take  you  me  for  a  fpunge,  my  k)rd  ? 

Ham.  Ay,  fir;  that  foaks  up  the  king's  counte- 
nance, his  rewards,  his  authorities.  But  fuch  officers: 
do  the  king  beft  fervice  in  the  end  :  He  keeps  themv 
*  like  an  ape,  in  the  corner  of  his  jaw ;  firft  mouchM, 

.to^ 

7  —  Sutfcfi^']    I  have  added  thefe  t\Vo  Words  frorn  the  quartos, 

Steevens.' 
^  --  like  an  apc,-^]     The  qliarto  has  ^ppk^  which  is  gene- 
rally followed.     The  folio  has  afe,  which  liaiiincr  has  received,- 
and  iUuftrated  with  the  following  note. 

"  It  is  the  way  of  monkeys  in  eating,  to  throw  that  part  of 
•^  their  food^  which  ihey  take  up  firft,  into  a  pouch  thej  are  pro-* 

'*«  viUcd 
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to  be  laft  fwallow'd :  When  he  needs^wbat  ypp  haw 
jjlcan'd,  it  is  hut^^  fqueezing  you^  and,  fpunge,  you 
ihall  be  <3ry  again, 

Rof.  I  unde^ftand,  yoi^  not,  myJor4.  _^ 

Ham.  I  am  glad  of  it :  A  knaviih  fpeech  fleeps  id 
a  foolifh  ear. 

Rof.  My  lord,  you  muft  tell  us  wher6  the  body  is^ 
and  go  with  us  to  the  king.       .  :   , 

Ham.  9  The  body  is  with  it;he  king,  but  the  king 
is  not, with  the  body.     The  king  is  a  thing — — 

Guil.  A  thing,  my  lord?      ' 

Hafti.  » Of  nothing :  bring  me  to  him.  *  Hide 
fox,  and  all  after.  [Exeunt. 

\  .    '  .  SCENE 

*f  vided.ivith  oa  the  fide  of  their  jaw,  and  then  they- keep  it,  tJ^^ 
**  they  have  done  with  the  reil,"    Johnson,  ^ 

Surely  this  (hould  be  "  like.an  afe  an  a^ie.'*    Paxmer. 

^  The  body  is  '•jjitb  the  ^/ff^,— ]  .  'this  anfwer  J  do  ijpit.cofnpre-. 
hend.  Perhaps  it  ihould  be,  The  hody  is  not  ixjitb  the  king^  for  the 
king  is  not  n^ith  the  ho^*    Johnson.      ^ 

Perhaps  it  may  mean  this.  The  body  is  in  the  king's  houfe 
(i,  e.  the  prefent  king's)  yet  the  king  f/.  e,  he  who  (hould  hive 
been  king)  is  not  with  the  body.  Intimating  that  the  ufurper  is 
here,  the  true  king  in  a  better  place.  Or  it  majr  mc^n-^theguik^ 
if  the  murder  lies  'with  the  kiftg,  but  the  king  is  not  where  the  ho^ 
lies.  The  affefted  obfcurity  of  flamlet  muft  cxcufe  6  many  at- 
tempts to  procure  fomcthihg  liRe  a  meaning.     Steevens. 

*  Of  nothing,^  Should  it  ftot  be  read.  Or  nothing?  When 
the  courtiers  remark,  that  H^nilet  has  contemptuoufly'  called  thq 
iing  a  things  Hamlet  defends  himfelt  by  obferving,  that  the  king 
m  utt  be  a  things  or  nothing,    Johnson. 

The  text  is  right.    So,  in  the  Spanilh  tragedy : 

"  In  troth,  my  lord,  it  is  a  thin^  of  nothing^  ,  ^ 

And,  in  on^  oi  Harvey'^ s  letters,  '*  a  hily  bug-beare,  a  fony  py& 
Qivf'm^Qy  a  thing  of  nothing^      FAiiMER. 

So, 

*  Hidcfox^-^l  There  is  a  pldy  among  childrejqi  called,  HH 
fox^  and  all  qfitr^     HanMER.  ,.       ,  /      . 

The  fumefport  is  aliuded  to  iii  DetMr^s  SdtircmdftixT  " — our 
Vnhandfome-taced  poet  does  play  at  bo-peep  with  yotir  gtacc^  fli-o 
cries-i-^/  hid^  as  ho^s  Jti.^^ 

This  parage  is  not  in  the  quarto.    Stee  Y£Ki« 
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SCENE        III, 

Jnotber  room^ 

Enter  King. 

,   King.  I  have  fcnt  to  feek  him,  and  to  find  the  body. 

tjow  dangerous  is  it»  that  this  man  goes  loofe  ? 

Vet  muft  not  we  put  the  ftrong  law  on  him  : 

He's  Wd  of  the  diftrafted  multitude,. 

Who  like  not  in  their  judgment,  but  their  ey^sj 

And,  where  *tis  fo,  the  offender's  fcourge  is  weighed, 

But  never  the  offence.     To  bear  all  fmooth  and  even. 

This  fudden  fending  him  away  mufl:  feem 

l>elibe'rate  paufe :  Difeafes,  defperate  grown, 

By  defperate  appliance  are  relieved. 

Or  not  at  all. — How  now  ?  what  hath  befallen  ? 

^nter  Rofencrantz. 

,    Rof.  Whiftre  the  dead  body  is  beftow'd,  my  lord, 
Wc  cannot  get  from  him. 

King.  But  where  is  he  ? 

Rof.  Without^  my  lord ;  guarded,  to  know  your 
pleafure. 

King.  Bring  him  before  us. 

Rof.  Ho,  Guildenftern  !  bring  in  my  lord* 

So,  in  Decker's  Match  me  in  London^  163 1  : 

**  At  what  doft  thou  laugh  ? 

**  At  a  thing  of  nothings  at  thee;** 
Again,  in  Look  about youy  ;6oo  : 

"  And  believe  a  little  thing  would  pleafe  her, 

**  A  very  little  thing,  a  thing  of  nothing^^ 
Again,  in  the  Interlude  of  Jacoh  and  Efau^  1 568  : 

"  But  a  matter  of  a  llraw,  and  a  thing  of  nought. 
Again,  in  Ben  Jonfon's  Magnetic  Lady : 

**  A  toy,  a  thing  of  nothing.** 
Again,  in  Chapman's  tranllarion  of  the  9th  Book  of  the  Odyflry ; 

*'  When  now,  a  weakling  came,  a  dwaify  thing, 

**  j4  thing  of  nothing**     S  t  E  E  v  E  N'  s , 

Vot.  X.  Z  Enler 
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338  HAMLET, 

Enter  Hamlet y  and  Guildenftern. 

King.  Now,  Hamlet,  wherc's  Polonius  ? 

Ham.  At  fupper. 

King.  At  fupper?  Where? 

Ham.  Not  where  he  eats,  but  where  he  is  eaten : 
a  certain  convocation  of  politick  worms  are  e'ea  at 
him.  Your  worm  is  your  only  emperor  for  diet :  we 
fat  all  creatures  elfe,  to  fat  us ;  and  we  fat  ourfeI<rcs 
for  maggots  :  Your  fat  king,  and  your  lean  beggar, 
is  but  variable-  fervice ;  two  difhes,  but  to  one  tabic; 
that's  the  end. 

King.  Alas,  alas  ^  ! 

Ham.  A  man  may  filb  with  the  worm  that  hath 
ea^  of  a  king;  and  eat  of  the  fiQi  that  hath  fed  of 
that  worm. 

King.  What  doft  thou  mean  by  this  ? 

Ham.  Nothing,  but  to  (hew  you  how  a  king  may 
go  a  progrefs  through  the  guts  of  a  beggar. 

King.  Where  is  Polonius  ? 

Ham.  In  heaven ;  fend  thither  to  fee  :  if  your 
meffenger  find  him  not  there,  feek  him  i*  the  other 
place  yourfelf.  But,  indeed,  if  you  find  him  not 
within  this  month,  you  ftiall  nofe  him  as  you  go  up 
the  flairs  into  the  lobby. 

King.  Go  feek  him  there. 

Ham^  He  will  flay  *till  you  come. 

[Exeunt  Attendants. 

King.  Hamlet,  this  deed,  for  thine  efpecial  fafety,— 
Which  we  do  tender,  as  we  dearly  grieve 
For  that  which  thou  haft  done,— muft  fend  thee  hence 
With  fiery.quickners4:  Therefore,  prepare  thy ielfj    , 
The  bark  is  ready,  and  5  the  wind  at  help, 

3  Alasy  ahisf]  This  fpeech,  and  the  following,  are  omitted  in 
the  to'io,     Stkevenb. 

^  iriih  fwy  (juickiifjs :']     Thefe  words  are  not  in  the  quartos. 

Steevens. 
5  —  the  iv(//fi  at  help,*]     I  fuppofe  it  (h(  uld  be  read, 
^he  hark  is  ready,  and  the  yjihd  at  hthn.     Johns  ON, 

'  -^  The 
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The  ailbciates  tend^  and  every  thing  is  bent 
For  England. 

Ham.  For  England  ? 

King.  Ay,  Hamlet. 

Ham.  Good. 

King.  So  is  it,  if  thou  knew'ft  our  purpofes. 

Ham.  I  fee  a  cherub,  that  fees  them. — But,  come  5 
for  England ! — Farewel,  dear  mother. 

King.  Thy  loving  father,  Hamlet. 

Ham.  My  mother :  —Father  and  mother  is  man  and 
wife ;  man  and  wife  is  one  fleih ;  and,  fo,  my  mother. 
Come,  for  England.  [^Exit.. 

King.  Follow  him  at  footi  tempt  him  with  fpecd 
aboard ; 
Delay  it  not,  FU  have  him  hence  to-night : 
Away ;  for  every  thing  is  feal'd  and  done 
That  elfe  leans  on  the  affair :  Pray  you,  make  hafte. 

[Exeunt  Rof.  and  Guil. 
And,  England !  if  my  love  thou  hold'ft  at  aught, 
(As  .my  great  power  thereof  may  give  thee  fenfej 
Since  yet  thy  cicatrice  looks-  raw  and  red 
After  the  Datiilh  fword,  and  thy  free  awe 
Pays  homage  to  us)  thou  may'ft  not  coldly  ^  fee 
Our  fovereign  procefs  $  which  imports  at  full, 
7  By  letters  conjuring  to  that  effedl. 
The  prefcnt  death  of  Hamlet.     Do  it,  England  j 
For  like  the  he6lic  in  my  blood  he  rages. 
And  thou  muft  cure  me :  'Till  I  know  *tis  done. 


^fethy 


Our  fivWeign  prcceft^-^\     So  Hanmcf,     The  others  have 
oti\y  fet,    Johnson. 

fct 

Our  fovereign  fn-ocefs^^  I  adhere  to  the  reading  of  the 
quarto  and  folio.  To  fet^  is  an  cxprefiion  taken  from  the  ganaing- 
tabie.    Steevens. 

'  By  Utters  conjuring—]    Thus  the  folio.     The  quarto  reads, 
"  By  letters  congruing,^*        Steevens. 

Z  %  However 
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^  Howc'cr  my  haps,  my  joys  w^rc  ne'er  bisgUn.  [&/<^ 

S    C    E    N    E        IV. 

The  froittiers  if  Denmark. 

Enter  Fortinhras^  with  an  arifny. 

For.  Go,  captain,  from  mc  greet  the  Danifliking; 
Tell  him,  that,  by  his  licence,  Fortinbras 
Craves  ^  the  conveyance  of  a  promised  match 
Over  his  kingdotn.     You  know  the  rendezvous. 
If  that  his  majefty  would  aught  with  us. 
We  (hall  cxprefs  our  duty  in  his  eye. 
And  let  him  know  fo* 

Capt.  I  will  do't,  my  lord. 

For^  Go  foftly  on.  [Exit  FortinbraSy  (^c* 

Enter  Hamlet y  RofencrantZy  Guildeitfierny  &?r. 

Ham.  Good  fir ',  whofe  powers  are  thefe  ? 

Capt.  They  are  of  Norway,  fir. 

Ham.  How  purposed,  fir,  I  pray  you  ? 

Capt.  Again  ft  fome  part  of  Poland. 

Ham.  Who  commands  them,  fir  ? 

Capt.  The  hephew  of  old  Norway,  Fortinbras. 

Ham.  Goes  it  againft  the  main  of  Poland,  fir, 

^  Hcn^ermyhaps^  my  joys  "xill  nier  legin^  This  being  the 
termination  of  a  fcene,  (hould,  according  to  our  author *s  cuilomi 
be  rhymed.     Perhaps  he  wrote, 

Ho^er  ;wy  hopes,  my  joys  are  not  begun. 
If  hafs  be  retained,  the  meaning  will  be,  *//'// 1  know  *tis  aW,,  / 
Jball  he  mifirahk^  whatever  befall  me.     Joh  nson. 

The  foiio  reads,  in  confirmation  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  remark,— 
Howe'er  my  haps,  my  joys  were  ne*er  hfgun.     Steeveks. 

•  Graves']  Thus  the  quartos.   The  folio — claims^-'    Steeveni. 

•  Good  Jir^  &:c.]  The  remaining  part  of  this  fcene  is  omitted  id 
the  folios.    Steevens. 

Or 
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Or  for  fomc  frcmtier  ? 

Caft.  Truly  tp  fpeak,  and  with  no  additioo^ 
We  go  to  gain  a  little  patch  of  ground* 
That  hath  in  it  no  profit  but  the  name. 
To  pay  five  ducats,  five,  I  would  not  farm  it  j 
Nor  will  it  yield  to  Norway,  or  the  Pole, 
A  ranker  rate,  ihould  it  be  fold  in  fee. 

Ham.  Why,  then  the  Polack  never  will  defend  it. 

Capt.  Yes,  'tis  already  garri&>n'd. 

Ham.  Two  thoyfand  fouls^  and  twenty  thoufand 
duca(s. 
Will  not  debate  the  queftion  of  this  ftraw  : 
This  is  the  impofthume  of  much  wealth  and  peace; 
That  inward  breaks,  and  ihews  no  caufe  without 
Why  the  man  dies- — I  humbly  thank  you,  fir. 

Capt.  God  be  wi'ye,  fir.  [^Exit  Captain. 

Rof.  Wiirt  pleafe  you  go,  my  lord  ? 

Ham.  I  will  be  with  you  ftraight.    Go  a  little  before. 

[^Exeunt  Rof,  and  the  reft^ 
How  all  occafions  dp  inform  againft  me. 
And  fpur  my  dull  revengp  !  What  is  a  man. 
If  his  »  chief  good,  and  market  of  his  time. 
Be  but  to  fleep,  and  feed?  a  beaft,  no  more. 
{Sure,  he,  that  made  us  with  fuch  *  large  difcourfc. 
Looking  before,  and  after,  gave  us  not     . 
That  capability  and  god-like  reafon 
To  fuft  in  us  unus'd.     Now,  whether  it  be 
Beftial  oblivion,  or  fome  craven  fcruple 
Of  thinking  too  priecifely  on  the  event, — 
A    thought,    which,   quartered,  hath  butonc  part 

wifdom. 
And,  ever,  three  parts  coward,— I  do  not  know 

'    '  —  chirfg6od  and  market'-^']     If  his  higheft  good,  and  tia^  fov 
Mich  be  feUs  bis  time^  be  to  fleep  and  tttidi^^    Johnson. 

»  -^  large  difceurje^      Such    latitude  of  comprchenfion,   fuch 
fpwer  of  reviewiog  the  pad,  and  anticipating  the  future. 

*  JoHNSOIf. 

Z  3  ■    Why 
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Why  yet  I  live  to  fay.  This  tbing^s  U  doi 

Sich  I  have  caufe,  and  wilt,  and  flrength,  and  meani 

To  do'r.     Examples,  grofs  as  ^arth,  exhort  me : 

Witncfs,  this  army,  of  fuch  mafs,  and  charge. 

Led  by  a  delicate  and  tender  prince ; 

Whofe  fpirit,  with  divine  ambition  puft. 

Makes  mouths  at  the  invifible  event  5  v 

Expofing  what  is  mortal,  and  unfure. 

To  all  that  fortune,  death,  and  danger,  dare. 

Even  for  an  egg-lhell.  ..  ^  Rightly,  to  be  great 

Is  not  to  ftir  without  great  argument; 

But  greatly  to  find  quarrel  in  a  ftraw. 

When  honour's  at  the  ftake.     How  ftand  I  then, 

That  have  a  father  kill'd,  a  mother  ftain'd, 

4  jExcitements  of  my  reafon,  and  my  blood. 

And  let  all  fleep  ?  while,  to  my  (hame,  I  fee 

The  imminent  death  of  twenty  thoufand  men,    . 

That,  for  a  fantafy,.and  trick  of  fame,  . 

Go  to  their  graves  like  beds  ;  iSght  fpr  a  plot. 

Whereon  the  numbers  cannot  try  the  caufe. 

Which  is  not  tomb  enough,  and  continent «, 


.  Rightly  to  he  great^ 


h  not  tojlir  '-Mithout^  &€.]     This  paflage  I  have  printed  aC' 
cording  to  the  copy.     Mr.  Theobald  had  regulated  it  thus : 

— '7/j*  not  to  ie  greaty         * 

"Never  to  Jiir  without  great  argumm  \ 

But  greaty^  &c. 
The  fentiment  of  Shakelpeare  is  partly  ju(^,  and  partly  romantic, 

'■  Rightly  to  be  great y 

Is  not  to  ftir  without  great  argument  \ 
is  exadtly  philofbphicaU 

But  greatfy  ti  find  quarrel  in  ajiraw^ 

fV'hsn  honour  is  atftake^ 
13  the  idea  of  a  modern  hero.     But  then,  fays  he,  honour  is  an  argif 
ptenty  or  fuhjcH  of  delate^  fi/fficienify  great,  and  when  honour  is  at 
ilakc,  we  m  u  ft  find  caufe  of  quarrel  in  ajiraw,    Johnson. 

^  Excitements  of  my  reafon  and  n^  ilood,]     Provocations  which 
icxcite  both  my  reafon  and  my  paHions  to  vengeance,     Johnson. 
5  —  continent"]     Continent t  in  our  author,  means  that  which  coub- 
prchends  or  enclofes.     So,  in  Ki^/g  Lear: 

^^  Rive  jour  concealing  fpnti^cnts^^    Steevens. 
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To  hide  the  flain  ? — O,  from  this  time  forth, 

My  thoughts  be  bloody,  or  be  nothing  worth !  [Exit. 

SCENE        V. 

Elfinour.  .  A  room  in  the  palace. 
Enter  ^een,  and  Horatio. 

^een. 1  will  not  ipeak  with  -her. 

Hor.  She  is  importunate  :  indeed,  diftra6l  5 
Her  mood  will  needs  be  pity'd. 

^een.  What  would  flie  have  ? 

Hor.  She  fpeaks  much  of  her  father;  fays,  flie 
hears, 
There's  tricks  i'  the  world  ;  and  hems,  and  beats  her 

heart ; 
^  Spurns  envioufly  at  draws  ;  fpeaks  things  in  doubt, 
That  carry  but  half  fenfe :  her  fpeech  is  nothing. 
Yet  the  unfhaped  ufe  of  it  doth  move 
The  hearers  to  collc(5lion  7 ;  they  aim  at  it^, 

•  Spurns  envioufly  at  firaws  *,"]     Eniy  is  much  oftener  put  by 
our  poet  (and  thofe  of  his  time)    for  dirc6l  an^erJioH^  than    for 
mallgnlty  conceived  at  the  Jighi  of  another  s  cxceihice  or  happinefs. 
«o  in  Henry  VIII.  Aft  i  : 

u  „  j»Jo  black  emy 

**  Shall  make  my  grave."—— 
Again,  A61  3 : 

"  You  turn  the  good  we  offer  into  enny^^ 
Again,  in  Herod  and  Ant  ipater^  1622  : 

«  —  although  his  word;? 
.  **  Accus'd  my  Mariam,  it  is  his  i^n, 
**  Not  perfon,  that  I  enny^ 
Again,  in   God^s    Revenge    again/}  Mufd^r,    162 1,  Hiji.  VI. 
**  —  She  loves  th^  memory  of  Sypontus,  and  envies  and  detelh 
that  of  her  two  hufbands.'*'    Steeven's. 

'  — /*  collQ^tionj]    i.  e.  to  deduce   confequences   from  fuch 
prenjifes.     So,  in  CymhcVme^  Scene  the  lall : 
—  whofe  containing 
Is  fo  from  fenfe  to  hardnefs,  that  i  can 
Make  no  collcSlion  of  it.  • 
jScc  the  note  on  this  pafiiige.    Steevens. 
«  —  they  aim  ^at  rV,  J     Ttie  quartos  read — they^^iwa  at  it. 
»        ^    To  ^/;/;  is  to  guefs,     Steevens. 
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And  botch  the  words  up  fit  to  their  own  thoughts  i 
Whichy  as  her  winks,  and  nods,  and  geftures  yield 

them, 
Indeed  would   make  one  think,   there   might    be 

thought, 
9  Though  nothing  furc,  yet  much  unhappily. 

^een.  » *Twere  good,  fhe  were  fpoken  with  ;  fot 

(he  may  ftrew 
Dangerous  conjeftures  in  ill-breeding  minds : 
Let  her  come  in.  [£x/7  Horatm 

To  my  fick  foul,  as  fin*s  true  nature  is. 
Each  toy  fcems  prologue  to  fome  great  amifs  * : 
So  full  of  artlefs  jealoufy  is  guilt. 
It  fpills  icfelf,  in  tearing  to  be  fpilt. 

Re-ent^  Horatio^  with  Ophelia, 

Opk  Where  Is  the  beauteous  majcfty  of  Denmark^ 
^een.  How  now,  Ophelia  ? 

*  Though  nothing  fure^  yet  much  unhappily.]  !•  c.  though  her 
ineanine  cannot  be  certainly  coUeded,  yet  there  is  enough  to  put 
a  mifchievous  interpretation  to  it.    War  bur  ton. 

That  ^nhapjby  once  fignified  mifihievous^  may  be  known  from 
p.  Holland's  tranflation  of  P//Vjjfer/,i/^.  b.  19.  ch.7.  **— the 
ihrewd  and  unhaffie  foules  which  lie  upon  the  lands,  and  eat  up 
the  feed  new  fowne^     We  flill  ufe  mlucfy  in  the  fame  fenfe. 

Steeveks, 

*  ^T'were good Jbe viere  fpoken  with; — ]  Thefc  lines  are  given* 
to. the  Queen  in  the  fbho,  and  to  Horatio  in  the  quarto. 

,    Johnson^ 

»  .^  to  fome  great  amifs  :]     Shakefoeare  is' not  lingular  in  Ma 

ufe  of  this  word  as  a  fubftantive.     So,  in  the  Arraignment  ef 

Pdris^  1584- 

"  Gracious  forbcarers  of  this  world's  amifs^ 
Again,  in  Lylly's  IVoman  in  the  Moon^  1^97  : 

**  Pale  be  my  looks  to  wifnefs  my  amifs.** 
Again,  in  Greene's  Difputatim  between  a  He  Coneycatcher^  feVf 
1592  i   **  —  revive  ih  them  the  ipemory  of  my  great  amift!^ 

•     Oplw 
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pph*  ^  HewJbMdd  I  your  true  love  kwm 
From  anctber  ^one  ? 
^  By  bis  cockle  hat,  and  ftaff^ 

And  by  hisfandal  jhoon.  [^Inglqg* 

^S^nun.  Alas,  fweet  lady,  what  imports  this  fong  \ 
Opb.  Say  you  ?  nay,  pray  yoa,  mark. 
He  is  dead  and  gone,  lady^ 

He  is  dead  and  gone ; 
At  bis  bead  a  grafs-green  tuff^ 
At  bis  beels  a  ftone. 
p,hoI 

^een.  Nay,  but  Ophelia, 

C^b.  Pray  you,  mark. 

fVbite  bisfltroud  as  tbe  mountain  fnow^     . 

Enter  King, 
^een.  Alas,  look  here,  my  lord, 

^  Howjbould.  I  your  true  love,  &c.]     There  is  no  part  of  thit 
ly,  in  its  repr^fentation  on  the  ftage,  is  more  pathetic  than  this 
ne,  which  I  fuppofe  proceeds  fron^  the  utter  infenfibility  {he  has^ 
io  her  own  misfortuiles* 

'   A  great  fenfibility,  or  none  at  all,  feems  to  produce  the  fame  effedl. 
In  the  Utter  the  audience  fupply  what  (he  wants,  and  with  thci^ 
^rmerthcy  fympathize.     Sir  J.  Reynolds. 
-♦  By  his  cockle  hat  andjiqf^ 
^nd  hy  his  fandd  Jhoon!\     This  is  the  defcription  ofapl,- 
grini.    While  this  kind  of  devotion  was  in  favour,  love-intriguet 
yirere  carried  on  under  that  roaik.     Hence  the  old  ballads  ancL 
iiovels  made  pilgrimages  the  fubjedts  of  their  plots.     The  cockl©- 
ftell  hat  was  one  of  the  elfentisd  badges  of  this  vocation  :  for  the 
thief  places  of  devotion  being  beyond  fea,  or  on  the  coaib,  the 
j|>ilgtims  were  accuftomed  to  put  cockle-lhells  upon  their  hats,  to* 
denote  the  intention  or  performance  of  their  devotion. 
'  Warburtoii,, 

^,  in  Greeks  ^Jcver  too  late,  1616,  a  Pilgrim  is  defcribed : 
**  A  hat  of  flraw  like  to  a  fwain, 
**  Shelter  for  the  fun  and  rain, 
I*  W^t||l  k/caili^-JheU  before^  &c,'*    SxiEVfiNS. 
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Oph.  5  Larded  all  witbjweet  flowers ; 
Which  bewept  to  the  grave  did  go  S 
With  true-love  jbowers. 
King.  How  do  you,  pretty  lady  ? 
:  Oph.  Well,  God  'icld  you !.  They  fay,  7,  the  owl 
was  a  baker's,  daughter.     Lord,  wc  know  what  wc 
are,  but  know  not  what  wc  may  be.   .  God  be  at 
your  table! 

King.  Conceit  upon  her  father. 
^    Oph.  Pray,  let  us  have  no  words  of  this;  but 
when  they  alk  you,  what  it  means,  fay  you  this  : 
To-morrow  is  Saint  Valentine's  day  «, 

All  in  the  morning  betime^ 
And  I  a  maid  at  your  window ,  .    : 

To  be  your  Valentine  : 
Then  up  he  rofe^  and  don'd  9  bis  cloaths^ 

»  And  dupt  the  chamber  door  ; 
Let  in  the  maidj  that  out  a  maid 
Never  departed  more. 

King. 

•     5  Larded  alU^nth  f'vjeet  Jlovsers ;]    The  expreffioii  is  taken  from 
cookery.     Johnson. 

*  — didgo^    The  old  editions  read, —  didnoXgo.     Steevens. 
7  —  ffjg  QTjyi  rj^as  a  haker^s  daughter, '\     This  was  a  metamorphofis 

'of  the  common  people,  ariling  from  the  mealy  appearance  of  the 
owl*s  feathers,  and  her  guarding  the  bread  from  ^mice. 

Warburton. 

To  guard  the  bread  from  mlce^  is  rather  the  office  of  a  cat  than  aa 

Bvol.     In  hams   and   granaries^  indeed,  the  ferviccs  of  the  ffd 

'  Jtre  ftill  acknovVledged.     This  was,   however,   no  meta?norphoJis  tf 

'  the  common  people^  but  a  legendary  ftory,  which  both  Dr.  Johnfoii 

and  myfelf  have  read,  yet  in  what  book  at  leaft  I  cannot  recoiled. 

—Our  Saviour  being  refufed  bread  by  the  daughter  rfa  baker,  is 

defcribed  aspunifhing  her  by  turning  her  into  an  (tmI. 

Steevens. 
"   To-morrovj  is^  &c.]     Without  doubt, 

'*  Good  THorrtnv^  'tis  Saint  Valentine^ s  day,     FaRMER. 
9  —  don'd  Ins  dvatbs.     To  don^  is  to  do  on^  to  put  on,  as  doff\%  to 
^^  ^,  put  off.     Steevens. 

*  y//i^dupc  the  chamber 'door  ;}     To  dup^   is  to  dp  up ;  to  lift  the 
latch.     It  were  eafy  to  write, 

,  '  j^ud  op*d  ■  Johnson. 
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King.  Pretty  Ophelia ! 

Opb.  Indeed,  without  ah  oath,  Pll  make  an  end 
on'c. 

*  By  Gis^  and  by  Saint  Charity  ^ 

Alack y  and  fie  for  Jhame ! 
Tcung  men  will  do^t,  if  they  come  to^t\ 
By  cock  3,  they  are  to  blame. 

To  Jup^  was  a  common  contraction  of  to  do  up.  So,  in  Damon 
4udPytbias^  1582  :  **  —  the  porters  are  drunk,  will  they  not  dup 
the  gate  tonday  - 1^      .  . 

Lord  Surry,  in  his  tranflation  of  the  fecond  ^neid,  renders 
?,andtintwrtona^  &c.  "  The  gates  caft  ut^  we  iffued  out  to  play." 
The  phrafe  feems  to  have  been  adoptea  either  from  doing  up  the 
]atcby<fc  drawing  up  the /<jr/nz///.5.  Again,. in  the  C£?^<?'j  ^^^5  i^ 
the  Cheiier  colledion  of  myfteries,  Mf.  Harl.  1013,  p,  140  :    : 

**  Open  up  hell-gates  anon." 
It  appears   from  Martin  Mark-alTs  Apologie  to  the  Bel-man  tf  Lfin- 
don  J  r6io,  that  in  the  cant  of  gypfies,  &c,    Dup  the  gigger^  lignlficd 
to  open  the  doore.     Ste evens.    . 
*  By  Gis^ — ]     I  rather  imagine  it  ihould  be  read, 

J5y  Cis, 

That  is,  by  St.  Cecilv.    Johnson. 

I    >     by  Bidnt  Charity^  Saint  Charity  is  a  kn6wn  faint  among 
the  RomaQ  Catholics.    Spenfer  mentions  her,  Eclog,  5*  25  j : 

«*  Ah  dear  lord,  and  fweet  Saint  Charity  P* 
I  find,  by  Gijfe^  ufed  as  an  adjuration,   both  by  Gafcoigne  in  his 
Poems,  by  Prefton  in  his  Camhyfes^  and  in  the  comedy  of  See  mcj 
and  See  me  not,  16 18. 

**  By  Gijffe  I  fwear,  were  I  fo  fairly  wed.**  &c. 
Again,  in  K»  Edward  I.  i  C9p  ; 

*«  By  Gisy  fair  lords,  ere  many  daies  be  pad,  &c.* 
Again,  in  Hey  wood's  23d  Epigram,  Fourth  Hundred  : 

"  Nay,  by  Gis,  he  looketh  on  you  maifter,  quoth  he.*' 
Again,  in  The  Do^wnfall  of  Roh.  E,  0/ Huntington^  1601  : 
**  Therefore,  iWeet  matter,  for  Saint  Charity,** 

Steevens. 

;  ByGis 

i  There  is  not  the  leaft  mention  of  any  faint  whofe  name  cor- 

j         reiponds  with  this,  either  in  the  Roman  Calendar^  the  fefvice  in 
I  U/um  Sarum,,  or  in  the  Benedidionary  of  Bilhop  AtheUvold.     I 

believe  the  word  to  be  only  a  corrupted  abbreviation  of  ^efusy  the 
!  Jetters  J.  H.  8,  being  anciently  all  that  was  fet  down  to  denote 
I  that  facred  name,  on  altars,  the  covers  of  books,  &c.      Ri  dle  Y. 

^  By  cock.'}    This  is  likewife  a  corruption  of  the  facred    name. 
I  Many  inilances  of  it  are  given  in  a  note  at  the  beginning  of  the  5  th 

[         A61  of  the  Second  Part  of  AT.  ii<:;?ry  IV.     Steevens. 
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Sluotbjhcy  before  you  tumlkd  mey 

Tou  promised  me  to  wed :     He  anfurersf* 
So  would  I  ha*  done,  hy  yonder  fun^ 
Jn  thm  hddfi  not  iom  to  wf  bed. 
King.  How  long  hath  (he  been  thus  i 
Opb.  I  hope,  all  will  be  well.    We  muft  be  pa* 
tient :  but  I  cannot  choofe  but  weep,  to  think,  tbey 
Ihould  lay  him  i'  the  cold  ground  :  My  brother  fh^U 
know  of  it,  and  (o  I  thank  you  for  your  good  counfelt 
Come,  my  coach !  Gopd  night,  ladies ;  good  night, 
Jweet  ladies  :  good  night,  good  night,  {Exit, 

King.  Follow  her  clofe ;  give  her  good  watch,  \ 
pray  you.  {E^cit  Horatio, 

O !  this  is  the  poifon  of  deep  grief ;  it  Iprings 
AU  from  her  father's  death:    And  now  behold, 0 

Gertrude,  Gertrude, 
When  forrows  come,  they  come  not  (ingle  fpies. 
But  in  battalions !  Firft,  her  father  (lain  ; 
Next,  your  Ton  gone ;  and  he  mofl;  violent  author 
Of  his  own  juft  remove :  The  people  muddy'd. 
Thick  and  unwholfome  in  their  thoughts,  and  whi(|)erS| 
For  good  Polonius'  death ;  and  we  have  done  ^  but 

greenly, 
^  In  hugger-mugger  to  inter  him :  Poor  Ophelia 

Divided 

*  He  anJwersJ]    Thcfe  words  I  have  added  from  the  quartos; 

Steeven*. 

5  l,ut  greenly,]     But  unjkllful^i    with  greennefsi    that  is 

without  maturity  of  judgment.     Johnson". 

^  Jn  hugger-mugger  to  inter  Mm ; — ]     AH  the  modern  edition? 
that  I  have  coniiihea,  give  it. 

In  private  to  inter  him ;  • 

That  the  words  now  replaced  are  better,  I  do  not  undertake  to 
prove  ;  it  is  fufficient  that  they  are  Shakefpeare's  :  if  phrafeologr 
ts  to  be  changed  as  words  grow  uncouth  by  difufe,  or  ^  grois  by 
Vulgarity,  the  hiftory  of  every  language  will  be  loft ;  we  (hall  no 
longer  have  the  words  of  any  author ;  and,  as  thefe  alterations 
will  be  often  unlkiUuIly  made,  we  (hall  in  time  have  very  litde  of 
his  meaning.    Johnson. 

This  expreflioa  is  uied  in  The  Revengers  Tr^ge/^  1609^: 
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Divided  from  hcrfclf,  and  her  faifjudgment  5 
Without  the  which  we  are  piftures,  or  mere  beafts. 
Laft.  and  as  much  containing  a^  ^1  thefe. 
Her  brother  is  in  fecret  come  from  France : 
7  Feeds  on  his  wonder,  keeps  himfcif  in  clouds. 
And  w;ints  not  buzzers  to  infed  his  ear 
With  peftilent  fpeeches  of  his  father's  death  ; 
« Wherein  neceffity,  of  matter  beggar'd,  , 
Will  nothing  flick  our  perfon  to  arraign 
In  ear  and  ear.     O  my  dear  Gertrude,  this, 
'Like  to  a  murdering  piece,  in  many  places 
Gives  me  fuperfluous  death !  iJ  noife  wiibin. 

«* he  died  like  a  politician 

**  In  hugger*mugger** 
Shakefpcarc  probably  took  the  cxpreffion  from  the  following 
paflage  in  Sir  T.  North's  tranllation  of  Plutarch.—."  Antonius 
**  thinking  that  his  bfody  (hould'be  honourably  buried,  and  not  in 
**  hugger-mugger^ 
Again*  in  Harrington's  Ariojto: 

So  that  it  might  be  done  in  fntgger-mugger. 
Sec  alfo,  B.  2.   Su  13.    It  is  likewife  in  Snenfer's  Motlit 
HMard's  Tale. 
Again,  in  Decker's  Satiromqftix  : 

**  One  word,  Sir  Quintilian,  in  hugger-mugger ^ 
It  appears  from  Greene's    Groundwork  of  Coneycatching^    1592  S 
that  to  hugger^  was  to  lurk  about.     Steevens, 
^  Feeds  on  his  'Mondery — ]    The  folio  reads. 
Keeps  on  his  woudery 
The  quarto. 

Feeds  on  this  nxjonder,*       ■ 
Thus  the  true  reading  is  picked  out  from  between  them*    Hanmer 
teads  unneceffarily, 

Feeds  on  his  anger.—.    Jp  h  n  s  o  k  . 
•  Wherein  necejity^  &c.]     Hanmer  reads, 
Whence  animofity,  qf  matter  beggared. 
He  feems  not  to  have  underllood  the  connection.     Wherein^  that 
IS,  in  ^Jjhich  peftiUnt  fieeches^  necejuy^  or,  the  ohUgation  of  an  accufcr 
to  fupport  his  charge^  'will  nothing  flick^  Sec,     Johnson* 

f  Like  to  a  murdering  piece^ — ]  Such  a  piece  as  aflTalliRS  ufe, 
With  many  barrels.  It  is  necelTaiy  to  apprehend  this,  to  fee  the 
juftnefs  ot  the  fimilitude.    Wakburton. 
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^een.  Alack !  ivhat  noife  is  this  '  ? 

JEnier  a  Gentleman. 

King.  Attend.     Where  are  my    Switzers?   IcJ 
them  guard  the  door : — 
What  is  the  matter  ? 

Gen.  Save  yourfclf,  my  lord ; 
»  The  ocean,  over-peering  of  his  lift. 
Eats  not  the  flats  with  more  impetuous  hafte. 
Than  young  Laertes,  in  a  riotous  head, 
P'et-bears  your  officers  !  The  rabble  call  him,  lord  j 
And,  as  the  world  were  now  but  to  begin. 
Antiquity  forgot,  cuftom  not  known, 
3  The  ratifiers  and  props  of  every  ward, 

Thcf 

Uh  a  murdering  ptece^ — ]     Tbis  explanation  of  Dr.  Warbur- 

lon^s  is  right ;  and  a  j)aflage  in  The  Double  Marriage  of  Beaumoac 

and  Fletcher  will  juftify  it : 

"  And,  like  a  murdering  piece ^  aims  not  at  one, 
*'  But  all  that  fland  within  the  dangerous  level.'* 

.Again,  in  AWs  hjl  by  Luji^  a  tragedy,  by  Cyril  Turner^  1653 : 

*^  If  thou  fail'fl  too,  the  King  comes  with  a  murdering  piect^ 
**  In  the  rear." 

Agdn,  in  A  Fair  ^uarrel^  by  Middleton  and  Rowley,  1622 : 
**  There  is  not  fuch  another  murdering  piece 
**  In  all  the  ftock  of  calumny."    Steevens. 

*  Alack!  &c.]  This  fpeech  of  the  Queen  is  omitted  in  the 
quartos.    Steevens. 

*  The  ocean^  over-peering  of  his  lift,]  The  lifts  are  the  barriere 
which  the  fpe6iators  of  a  tournament  muft  not  pafs.    Johnson. 

3  The  ratifiers  arid  props  of  every  word  ;]'  The  whdle  tenor  of 
the  context  is  fufficient  to  fliCw;  that  this  is  a  miftaken  reading. 
What  can  antiquity  and  cuftom,  being  the  props  of  voords^  have 
to  do  with  the  bulinefs  in  hand  I  Or  what  idea  is  conveyed  by  it? 
Certainly  the  poet  wrote  : 

The  ratifiers  and  props  rf every  ward. 
The  melTenger  is  complainrng  that  the  riotous  head  had  overborne 
the  king's  officers,  and  then  fubjoins,  that  antiquity  and  cuflora 
were  forgot,  which  were  the  ratifiers  and  props  of  every  wW, 
i.  e.  of  every  one  of  thofe  fccurities  that  nature  and  law  place 
about  the  perfun  of  a  king.  AH  this  is  rational  and  confc- 
quential.     Warburton, 
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They  cry,  Cboofe  we  5  Laertes  Jh all  be  king  ! 
Caps,  hands,  and  tongues,  applaud  it  to  the  clouds^ 
Laertes  Jhall  be  king^  Laertes  king  ! 

^een.  How  cheerfully  on  the  falfe  trail  they  cry ! 
4  O,  this  is  counter,  you  falfe  Daniih  dogs. 

King.  The  doors  are  broke.  \Noife  within. 

'    Enter  Laertes^  with  others. 

Laer.  Where  is  this   king  ? — Sirs,  (land  you  all 

without. 
^//.  No,  let's  come  in. 
Laer.  I  pray  you,  give  me  leave. 

With  this  emendation,  which  was  in  Theobald's  edition,  Han- 
aner  was  not  fatisfied.  It  is  indeed  harfh.  Hanmer  tranfpores 
the  lines,  and  reads, 

T/j(y  cty^  '•  Chufe  we  Laertes  for  our  king;*' 
The  ratifiers  and  props  of  every  word, 
Cafs^  hands^  and  tongues^  applaud  it  to  the  clouds, 
I  think  the  fault  may  be  mended  at  lefs  expence,  by  reading. 
Antiquity  forgot^  cujiom  not  kno^jjn^    ■ 
The  ratifiers  a?id props  of  every  weal. 
That  is,  oi  ts  cry  government  J     Johnson. 

The  ratifiers  and  props  of  every  vfoxdi.']  By  'xordis  here  meant 
a  declaration^  or  propofal ;  it  is  determined  to  this  fenfe,,  by  the 
inference  it  hath  to  what  had  jufl  preceded. 
The  rabble  call  him  lord^  &c. 
This  acclamation,  which  is  the  voord  here  fpoken  -of,  was 
made  without  regard  to  antiquity,  or  received  cuftom,  whofc 
concurrence,  however,  is  necelfanly  required  to  confer  validhy 
and  ftability  in  every  propofal  of  this  kind.     Revisal. 

Sir  T.  Hanmer  would  tranfpofe  the  two  laft  lines.  Dr.  War- 
burton  propofes  to  read,  ivard;  and  Dr.  Johr.lon,  ixral,  inftead 
of  ivord.     I  (hould  be  rather  for  reading,  zvork,     Tyrwhitt. 

The  ratifiers  and  props  of  every  word.]  In  the  firil  folio  theic 
is  only  a  comma  at  the  end  of  the  above  line ;  and  will  not  the 
pallage  bear  this  conflrudion  ? — The  rabble  call  it im  lord,  and 
as  it  the  world  were  now  but  to  begin,  and  as  if  the  ancient 
curtom  of  hereditary  fucceffion  were  unknown,  they,  the  jaiifiers 
atid  props  of  every  ^Mord  he  utters^  cr}^,  Let  us  make  choice,  tl)At 
Laenes  ihall  be  king.     Tollet. 

*  O,  this  is  counter^  you  falfe  Da fiifij  ^'^^^*\  Hounds  run  counter 
when  they  trace  the  trail  backwards.     Joh.nson. 

All. 
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ML  We  will,  t^PtiwilUf-  I^^  x-    :l'v  '-i'l  [fa^W. 

king,  '^•i  7'   (wiA'  ^s;  f:r^   'iSiii  ^'tif/^ 

Give  me  my  father.  •«     ^\ :'    .v"^ 

^een.  Calmlyygoodf/Laetteil.i'^  J  v»  --fl^^lio^Vl 
Laer^  That  dnop  of  b}dodi4hkt%.i!^Eif  fpixipl^^ 
nie'b3ftaixt$.  ?.  :-a   jo:   -y' ■,^'-  ^r^C  uX^ 
Cries,  cuckold,  to  my  father;  brafi,4s:ih6JMrio6nt^' 
Even  here,  between  t^^isb^te  ^iUnftoirdft^  broNV^ 
Of  my  true  motbjriu  ;fK7,:T  '^\r*xA  'jt;7  "!'V   .<t^tt-/ 

Kingh  What  ia  t\:^.t^ti^:h^mO^%^u\  C^  .^^ 
That  thy  rebellion  looks  fo  ^nt-iike??i^ir 
Let  him  eoj  Garti^dei;?  do:w>tfe*r  Qi2rt$)eifeni;*Da 
There's  luch  divinity  dotk. budget  a  king,f it  d:  {^6fr»>^ 
That  treafon  can  but  pecptojwhat  ir\5/«iW,  ,y^R\^ 
A6ls  little  of  his  wilKi-^Tcli  m^  L'aSrtespog  £  a^IL 
Why  thou  art  thus  ihccns?d$-i*-Lct  jhiqa  tigo,IS«fe 
trudc;-?*         :      ?   .\  ■■•,[  "*r..fri  m'^h^!' 

Speak,  man.  '        •    \   '  ^  S4  '» .:<i )' 

Laet.  Where  is  my  fathier  ?  .  v-nf    Vu  li 

King.  Dead.  ■..       »    •       » .•V»\«ir  W.t^< 

^een.  But  not  by  hinii  Vi  v  >H    r 

Aiwg-.  Let  him  derhand  his  fill. 
La$r.  How  came  he  de^  ?  M'il  ^tiw'be^jtfeld 

To  hell,  all(?giance !  vowj,  to/th^  bl^ic^i^ft  ilg^it! 
Confcience,.ahd  grace j  to  the|)i^ofouj«i4^i>fik  ^ 
I  dare  damnation  :  To  thispcAht  Tftand^*^^^ 
That  both  the  worlds  i  give  to  negligei^i^t^^    *^^^^^^^ 
Let  come  what  cojcnes,;  orfy L'il  h^^tmm^A^^\-^ 
Moft  throughly  for  my  father.  v  '  ,<. ,.  .t.^  - 1 

King.  Who  {hall  ftayjoli  ?  ;^ .      ;^';^>^  ,  ^  ^T,, 

'1    vAv    ....    v.,    .  :     ,x  ,n,«*^tti  j/i:  < 
'  — p  uiifmirc/jeJ  Irthiv,]'  i.  e^;  clc^v ne;^  defiled... ^^  oeJmiftB^ 
•ur  author  ufes  Ad  i,  Sc.  5.  .     »,,  »  ,„  .;      r    »f. 

This  feems  to  be  an  allulion  to  a  proverb  often  jntrodaced  in 
the  old  comedies.  Thus,  in  tht  Londm  Prodigal^  1605:  **— ^a» 
uuc  as  the  ikin  between  any  n^j^a's  ifrc^h^^'    Steevens. 
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Laer.  My  will,  not  all  the  world's : 
And,  for  my  means.  Til  hufband  thelii  fo  well^ 
They  ihall  go  far  with  little. 

.King^  Go^  Laertes^ 
if  you  defire  to  know  the  certainty 
Of  your  dear  father's  deaths  is't  writ  in  your  revenge^ 
That,  fwecp-ftake,  you. will  draw  both  friend  and  foe^ 
Winner  and  lofer  ? 

Laer.  None  but  his  enennesi 

King.  Will  you  know  them  then  ^ 

Lacr.  To  his  good  friendis  thus  wide  1*11  ope  my 
arms  I 
And,  like  the  kind  life-tendVifig  pelican  ^j 
Repaft  them  with  my  blood. 

King,  r  Why,  now  you  fpeak 
Like  a  good  child,  and  a  true  gentleman. 
That  I  am  guiltlefs  of  yourfather's  deaths 
And  am  mod  fehfible  in  grief  for  it. 
It  fliall  as  level  7  to  your  judgment  'pear^ 
As  day  does  to  your  eye. 

Crowd  within.  Let  her  come  in. 

Laer.  How  now  !  what  noife  is  that  ? 

?  '^Itfi'^HnFrhig  pelkan^']     So,  In  the  ancient  interlude  of  Nd- 
htrtf  bL  L  nd  date  : 

*•  Who  rattght  the  cdk  ^ys  watche-howrds  td  obferve, 
•*  Aii4  fyng  of  coraoe  wyth  fhry  il  throie  on  hye  ? 
**  Who  taught  thepeifycafi  her  tender  hart  to  carve  ?— J 
*«  For  (he  noldc  funer  her  byrdyS  to  dye  ?" 
It  II  i\mo&  needlcffi  to  add  that  this  iKcx^unt  of 'the  bird  is  critireljr 
fabulous.    St££vens. 

7  A^to^tir  judgment  *pear,J     So  the  qdattd  ;  the  folio,  and  all 
thi;  kter  editions^  l-ead: 

■  toyeur  judgment  picrcCj 

fef«  intelligibly.     loHKso!?. 

This  eliRon  of  the  verb  to  appedr^  is  cotrimon  to  Besumont  and 
Fletcher.    So,  in  Vje  Maid  in  the  MiU:   *•  —They  ^pc^  lb  hahi* 
fomely,  I  will  go  forwaid." 
Again/ 

**  And  where  they  ^pear  fo  excellent  tn  little, 
**  They  'vviii  btit  fiame  in  great."     Steeven^. 

Voi.  iLi  A  a  ^ntif 
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Enter  O^belia^  fantafitcallf  drifs^d  with  Jlraws  and 
fiowets.  '       ' 

P  heat,  dry  up  my  brgi^/Sj  I-teiii*,!  J^vcn  tiiiMitf^^ 
Burn  out  the  i^<^  i^n^  yiriHc >t3[f  wioe  cy?e  !~rAv 
3y  heaven,  thy  ,miBtix^s{^h^,^Yd  i^h  \*9gH 
.'Till  oui?  fcak  jura  tbcil?eaf»ci , nQr wfe of  lyfeyl; 
Dear  maid,  kind  filler,  fwect  Ophelia !-7^,!:}rjo.; 
O  heavens !  is't  poflibic,  a  young  maid's  wtts 
Should  be  as  mortal  a^  an.o^i  ^aa's  life  ? 
♦  Nature  is  fint^  in  Jove  ':},'ifl6^,;$iih^^ 
It  fends  fomc  precious  inftance  ol^itfetf  -410:  ,J.v 
After  the  thing  it  loves.  ,  -  *    '"^r^  ^'7^^ 

Oph.  Tbe^  tore  bim  ^arie^/ikf^d[ 

Hey  nQ,fionpy.9^APm>f^^^^^^^ 
jMi^bis  grmitiuikM^m^ 
Fare  votl  -welJ^.  my  dwet-'^^'- ' '•/•■'  •  ^i ""'- ' .  ^^ '  ''■^'i"^^ 

i^;H^d:f^  th^^^^ 

It^could  nor  movcvthufc.v.;;od  ^i  v,.^<!^  ^^hf  -St  v: 


ftiJ.f,  '*;'!    li"'     .  ViO.I 


■  Nature  is  fine  in  lon,'^^  *t«//, ':v)'j?r^  Y*j  J5!i<^  '    v,'      ;. 

It/endsJhme,J^edf>rj3i/(/fit/tsri-fifrf/i-^  .  ^^■". 
•  j^tcxt^fthfn^jtjc^^'is.'^  Thefc  lines  ar;^  ;npt  in  thc,qu^% 
3ti3  migbt  hav^  been  oiulned  in  ilie  folio ,Wit$p,^t  jp^at  lofs$  loC 
tliejr  ajie  oblcur^  arid  a^iei'^cd  ;.^t)iJf»,J  thii^iiij,  they  require  no  cmcn- 
diation.  JLw^  (fays  Laertes)  is  tlie  paffioh  byVfe^n  ;w/a;rr 7i  «^ 
exalted  and  r^W^  a^d  as  fu))ftancp9^  r^^^T  ^^^^^^  fqjbt^lifed,  eafily 
obey  any  (mpujfei  or  follow  any  aftra^Ion^joj^i^ ;  part ^b^  nature, 
fo  pUrifi'ed  arid  refi^icdi  Kvc%  offatter'tbe  attradia§"'^{Qt^Q^^  aft^fh* 
thing  it  loves ^  _  _        ^ .  ^,    .:/,  V, 

-.A  intQ  mr  the  purer  fpii'ih  jio^^^  ^     ^,,  ^j    f ,-      ' 
[^iyl fi par aU  from  tlKirkinld^  ,:.     ^ 


''  ^?j  Jcro  htr  JbuL — — .     JqhnsOiN:,. 


Th^   mcannig  of  the  paflage  pay  beT--,tl|^ij  Her  wits,  like  th 
fplrit  o t  fi li e  effe n ces ,  fle vvf  0«  6r  'evaporate.'J^.    St  e  ^  v e  n  s . 
1  *  Tirv  ^/flr^  ir?w  lare-fac^d  M  deafer;,  iiQ*^   .So,  in  Chauoer'i 

ibitgbtis  X^^r  ^^^^  ^^^^'  ^^,^  ^^aS*^^  V"*'  '  >    •-  '     ^  ^       ' 
*«  He  la^  lum  bare  the  vifege  on  tli^^ 
^  Tbcrwuii  hey^pt  titiatp^^^  StEevens. 

''■■•--"■^  '-■■'■■'-■  ^    '■""'  *     Oph. 
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'    OpiT.  IJoi^  muiifiif}if^yDownm'doii>f^\{fny{fu  call  him 

a-down-d.       . 
•  O,  how  the  wheel  becomes  it !  It  is  the  falfe  ftcwardjj 
thtt  ^cde  his  imftetV  <Uiugh«er.  o 

/-tftfrr-Tki^  iKJihing*s  more  ihM  ifjatrtn 
t-  i  <3^  MflPhtrdf^s^r<S)feriiify,  t*»t?^s  foi^  r^membf ance ; 
pray J^riivejipentemb^P S  dnrfi IheW  is  ^anfiiftj  that** 

for  thoughts.-'*- '  *•• 'J^'^  ^"'-•"  -*  f ;;  -  '- ''-    --'• 

.^U/.    /;:::    .:  \'  '  '^^  ^  .-:>.';,.  :    l  :.       •  r     .£iy^ 

«  — Jingy  D/KWt  /t'ii)k6pj  Perhaps  STia1ccfjiea|^e  alludes  to  Ph<the*s 
Softnef,  by^ffe^Iiorfge^'iniicn't^e  rtader  ti)^y  find  in  En^lanJ's 
Helicon^  1614:  il  i    .  'J  i.'^i:;..i'.v  :     -^   '^  ' 
Dcwne  a-dovi'tte^  ,*'.'!. 

"^  Bjp'lancy  once  di  {Beted' t  fcc*        *  *  ^  ' 
And  fo  ITnfe^  1^  Wift'  Vtf<i;j^ir  d-do^ti^^  Scc^  /  ;      . 
Z>^?JU»-'<|-4wM  « l\kl$mfe  tfat^hartheti  of  afbng  iiitht  ?1^/t  Lafiek 
^L/9ndon^  1^%^  and  perhaps  comtnoqjp^  n^ai^'o^hm.  Stsbv£(^S4 
.  •  P.^^-  ^^^  fvh^el  hfcome^hj^     J^e  (hoHld.re^d  tt'^tf/.     She  i» 
ft6W^fefi{Mfiifif  ddtiie -ballad  of  the  iteward  ahd  his  lord*s  daughter* 
And  in  thefc  words  fpeaks  of  the  flate  he  aflltfri^d.MVAR  burton. 
I  do  not  fee  why  «iiv<i/  is  better^dtaii  i^^ethi  The  {lory  alluded 
to  I  do  not  know ;  but  perhaps  the  lady  fiolen  by  the  fleward  wat 
redbced  to  ^In,     Jo  h  ^f  s  o  ^f . 

T&u  muft  JiHgy  DeK^^n-a-do'ti'K^  SiC» 

**  O  how  the  cvi^ff/  becomes  it  1" — ]     The  jbW  may  mean 

110  nac^re  than /^  ^^r//jfn  rf^i^^J^^Sj  whitib  fhc  buj  juLl  repeated^ 

aintt  a'^'fuch  ivas  fdvni^d/  df^l    I  met  vviih  the  foUontLig  ob- 

"^llmtWnih  aft  old  auatib'  trade  Ictw^^  uubhrtitd  before  the 

'^me  of  Sp'^'^^T^^^^- 

'    **  TJie  ibi^^  Uili  acroulifdd  a  good  on^^^  tho^h  St  was  rot  moche 
**  (/raced  bv  Uic  Kibif^iL  Which  m  no  wjf«|3Ctor^ea  iffitb  ttc  fubjoEt 
''M  tnanef  thereof- 

I  quote  this  from  memory,  a  ad  frojn  ^  book,  of  which  I 
cannot  recoUeft  the  cxad  tiiJe  or  d^tej  but  the  pafTage  was 
in  a  preface  to  fbme  fi>tT^^3  or  fonnets,  I  well  ren^emUer  to 
h'Ave  met  with  the  \vcrd  in  the  fanie  fenie  In  other  old  hooka. 
The  balkd,  alUidfd  tobyOpheliaj  h  perhaps  entered  on  the 
booki  of  Che  Stationers*  Cbm  pan  v;.  "  Odobcr  15^0,  four  ballades 
of  the  Lord  of  Lorn  and  ibe  Falfe Si^^vard^  &c/'  Steevens. 
5  Ther/s  rofffnary^  tbat*s  fir  rdm:mbriitit:e :  and  thtri*i  p^injin^ 
that* $  fir  thought L'l  There  Is  probiibly  ftnne  mythology  ia  the 
cbokc  of  thefc  hevb^  bat  I  cannot  C3i plain  it.  Panjia  \%  fof 
iS$ughtSf  bccaufe  of  il«  name,  Fettfies;  but  why  rofimary  indicates 

A  a  rtmimbranctf 
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Laer.  A  document  kimadnefs}  thoughts  and  re-) 
membrance  fitted. 

Opb.  There's,  fennel  fop*  you,  and  ^  columbines  * : 
«  There's  Tue  for  youj-^and  here's %*foine  for  me:— 

•  •  '  •  '-'H.^-  >      we 

ttmen^ancr,  except  that  it  is 'aft  eVfer-gi^ett,  and  tarrki^tfunerals, 
I  have  not  .difcpvtred, .  JoHN^aH*.    \;\,    .Jmmij.^:' 
So,  in  Jil  Fools,  a; comedy,  .by  Chagpan|,j4pi--*. 
^  **  What  flowers  are  the?e.^—    •     t  ' 
**  The  Panfie  this. 

*^  O,.  thatJiJ  for  lovers'  iho^sT^  '         ■      >' 

.  JRofeniaty  was  anciently  fuppofed  to  ftrjWSgffen  the  riiethaiy,  and 

V9Z%  not  only  carricdatfuncrals,b\itworn  atweddingfrya^^'piJearsffoai 

a  paffage  in  Beawsmont  and  Fletcher^S' .Eit/ei^  Brmety  A^'%:  Sfti  5. 

A jad  frortv  «nathcr  in  Ram-AUeyii  or  Merry  T'ricksi  1 61  ^i  :'    • 

'  '  I.  ;«f..*r^will  Ibc'tp^i^thisnKKfniB^ft'^'^' 'i  <^ 
>  ,  *r  Thou  fliak  not  be  there,  tior^bnce  be  gkSd'^ '•  '»  '^ 
.  .  ,  .**.  Witha^piece  of  nj/i^wijtry.**'  >  .    '^     *' ' 

Kg^vu,  mi)\t}>MUSpaniJhSoUi<T^  1634^^  '*  rme«  fc\^  but  are 
ftuct .  with  ^femmy :  >every^bne  iited'  me  who  was  td  be  rnarritiT 
Agaia^  ih  iGiteaie^l:Mw<f;^'A>d.i<//y  i6f6?  *♦  -^^  (biiiifth  given 
theea-nodiqgayi  jof;fldtwcr8,i  whbrein,'  as  a  top-gii!fciiH  iaf'^  the 
rell,  J  a  ^et  iii  rtUcnteay^fm  rtt^tt^iM^t^    S  t  ee  t^  £  i?  s  i "  '  '  ■  ' ' 

*  There* 5  fennel j^r^^w,  ^?«^  columbines ':}  Gre«n^,'in  hift-J^/^ 
^^;:  a^  U0ar![  CcAr(^d\  ^b^&i■  k?L\hf^nel^  m.wm&>z*j  ^eeck  >  **  fit  ge- 
'iMjraWy  toe  tliafifcK^ii  iid»  white'  liiey du-ff^  iiMl^tfs,  'thsiy-liVifli- waii- 
tonly.*'  .'  >'».,';     'MiJ    -j7i::    •..;  ilq^^       '.o.^"=.'    ,-  /•"^'s'**  -^X-^vT.     . 

f.  i  .know:  ndt  oflxuH^  ftffb^i«rj>>i\'eid'=fuppoftxi^'1^ 'te;^ 
matical.     THey .  a^^e  *  a^in- m')dnt?o>*ed' '  ife  Ail'-Fo&ls^  tfy'^tShaJnlWi 

*'  N(>.t>thatYAit«i/ffsjlbwt^>gf6<\i»4^t'iM'my^gi*^m^ 
Ciewrd,  hdi*evej-,  and  other  hfefb^l^s^ Itt^ute^  ffew;f4t' ifty^  vir- 
tue* (to -them  i;j  anl-'tbcy  i^y'ii^^^{QX^^-mAHhmkkfii'^\^ 
thpyj«|)peir  to  vhakeKno  grateful*  rerorn^'fibt  'fhrfi^i^ft&tliiii 
.:  Again,  I'ci'X^R^  %,^x\!Cy'^ii<^o^^\)^y^i^^ Bd^^  •  ' 

*VThAia«//«?^Jtt''iamb»gff;  Cl«!y  4^ 
Ffom   the  Caliha  Poctarum^  ^599>  ^^  (hould  feem  as  if  tfiis^ilc%er 
wp9  {beembkiTi>o%«c1c6idtJnVi '  -  ".ot    jJ  , -^/jy -orf ,  ;nni -jTjfr: 
.,      *'*:>— i.-ihe Wow ^ic^;?^/f//^^^)uf«bi«ej  ■•^-^'     •i>-*'»f 
.  . .  ^*  Like  loathe  crocked  hdrfi^  6f  AH<€?lbyi*'^^  ■^^Slf>B*J^'^!w. 
' :  Thr^l.  rns:fiir .^mt  i-^an.^ 'bfft^s  fdfhe  fdrJfi9i^^(f^'^f/i^''cai(  il 
herb  of  grace  o*  Sundays  j}i  M/^^ff^/^-^'iSf  th^  iiaii»eJtt»(e*(c<5ittnfty 
peoj^  give  to  xxiri'    And  ^.tKcvfeafen  is/  becaufe  tb^^'li^rb'^was  a 
principal  ingredient  iiltbe  p^twnvwlftctt'thfi^  Roinifli  J)^ieA4^u(^d-to 
iorce  ihepoi.efledto  fwallow  down  wlen  th^y  cxorrffet^  the«.' 

Now 
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we  may  call  it,  herb  of  grace  o'fundays: — ^you 
may  wear  your  rue  with  a  difference. — There's  a 
daify  : — I  would  give  >you:  fomc  violets  ;  but  they 
withered  all,. -when  no jT  father  died  :— They  fay,  he 
made  a  good  end, — 

,7  F^r  k^m^  fymPRihin  is. all  my  joy^ 

Laer.  Thought,  and  affli&ion,  paffion,.heU  itfelf^ 
She  turns  to  favour^  and  to  prcttinefs. 

:./.  Oph. 

Now  thefe  exorcifms  being  per&rniod  goheralJ^oivaSoAday,  in 
Hijfic  cliafch  vUeft>)£  ite.  whol^  coognmtiotiv  is  die  reafon  why  ihe 
iays*;  we  niay  call  it  f?iri  ff  grace  o*  Su/Sqys.  Sandys  «tell$  u«^  that  at 
Grafli^  Cairo  there  is  a  fpccits  of  rue  much  in  requcil,  with  which 
the-  inhablmnt»'  perfume  thj^mfclvcs,  not  6nly  as  a  prefervative 
againft  infedHoa^  but  atYbry  powerful. againn  evilipirits.  And 
the  cabaliilic  ^^f^rel.  prmead»  to  )mv!^.()i^'coventd.  tho  reafoa  of 


p^fi^m  *i  W«nF5(&l«. )'  K^  W«t4JQmvther  farae  principle*' 
Greeks  (Calle^i^^^i  d«Mf<^  i>pGa^rQ  of^its  ufe  imthek  fuperftitious 
purgations .  by  Sr«»  Wl^ch.  tco  ithe  Romiih  priefis  einploy  to 
fumigate  in  their  esiorcifl^s  ;\a&d  tin  that  a^ouot^  faalbWi^or  coA* 
fccrate  it.    WA^BtTRtOtfv.'.v'  i /  -     '       .-    ^        >-:'      • 

,  Therms  rmfir^ouy  and.fbhris  fin^  fir  me^  ^c,]  '  \  beliere 
there  is.^  qui)3tl>ie  moant  in  tbts  paiTage?  rue'  anciencly  ftgnifying 
iJie  (ame  as  Ruth^  i.  e.  forrow.  Ophelia  gives  the  queen  "fome, 
and  keeps  a  prop^iQ^  of  it  forberlelf;,  There  i$  the  fame  rkind 
of  play  with  thi^  ^me\word.  in  King  Richard^the-Second^* 
'  Herb  cf  ^ace  is  one  of  the  titles  which  Yucca  gives  to  WiUiam_ 
Rufusy  in  Df cherts  Satiromqftlx.  I  fujipofe  the  ^rll  fylliible  of  tb? 
furname./£»fus  introduced  the  qiubble.    Steevens. 

•  You  may  vif99kxyo\ixn\^!wJtbdMffcrmgeJ]y)^^^  feem&  to 
rcfei:  io,th0 Jrul^*  of  foraWfyr^where  the  yoiunger  brothers  bf  a 
family  bear  the.  fame  arm^.  r^wh  aJlfference,  or  mark  of  diiii^^ion. 
So,  in  Holin{hedV^&^v»/^-Bff^y??t^«''^  n,  p.  443:;  **»#-btfcaufc 
be  was  the.^o^li|^  of  tJ^  3penfers,  tie  bare  a  border  «guks  for  a 
di^erpiceP         :'.•' '.-t--'/,      : '  ■':  i-'  '  •.  .      ,•  ••  •  ^    "■  v.-"  .".,    \,  . 

'  y here  may,  however,  be  fomewhat  mbk-eimpIScdThirc^than  is 

focprefled.''    Tou^  m4ifym  (feys  Ophelia  tb'fhe  Queen),  ma)f  call 

your.  RrUE-^  its  Sund^s^-mv^t  SE^B  .pf  GttAOE^  and  Jb  'uxafii^u/j. 

a  ckfference  ich^fibiig^^ it ^fi:pm  ,'mttiej  nvHwif  ec^n  never  hi^  thing 

3«/ i«/r'^r,aogrt.^»»  ^fyp^*"^  ,'^i^^tE^af  , 

•  7  ,'Por  hmt^fiom  Robin,  is-  ^  ^  J^,*^'i  This  is  part  of  an 
old  long,  itHrnpioncdiapewife:  by.,  Beaumont  andPlcteher* ;  Jew 
N^ble  Kin/men^  Aft  4*  Sc.  i  : : 
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•    Oph,  ./fad will  ke^ot^ctm,,ag(u^^,    lu  vj-ii.  - 
AMdmllbcwii.cmi^ififi^l.,,:   ,,.  on.-.  7;;:, 
■No,  no^^p^is  dead.      ^ .,.-  ..„.  ^„ ....  ,-,  wL 
Go  to  tkyjuatb^^ed^  ,,,,^  „;;.,;i.j  .,1  uov  o7 
flenezier,  ^ill  fon^e.  ,^g(iix(,,  ,,,  ,„^jrio-  u^.  -j- 

M  flaxen  was  bis  poU'r-''-'^'^  '^^^  '■  -"c  -^  ■ 
He  is  gone,  bris^mi  ''^  '■'■^^\  ^^^  ^  •"^^^^- 
And-m<apail&iefftt6aii^i'^^^  i«  ••'"^'-'f"  ''  ■ 

And  of  all  chriftiaff  •ftmlsr'rj»rty'<<S<»a;'i  ^fSfJjd  Be? 

iaw.  Do  you  fee  this,  O  Godlf'-!  "^^'  ^P.    ?«w\ 

Or  you  deny  me  right.    Go  biat  ipartj.i  '^^^i  X""^.  • 
^alce  fhoice  of  whom  your  wiieft  friends  you  will, 
And  they  ihalli  bear  ^nd  juii%e  %r|xi^  ypiEi  a^id  me ; 

^*  — —  I  can  fingilw^op^l.  .>»i . 
.*♦.  And  jBoaw  iffl2;«." ' 
la  the  books  of  th^  Stationers'  Company.  2(1  Apc'>U  i  i<iU  '^ 
entered  «•  A  ba)tta;mkuIedrA^%]^al  aaeWe'\^tfi^  lail  l^ledr 

^umftanccs  in  the  charaiSer  of  Ophelia, ^{Sim'roTO^be&TOit 
culed  in  EaJivjarJ  HogfiO,  cometiy  itfHttfcrtJbjidfeetPjbnliH^^tC^jJ 
V^n^  and  Marfton,  printed  i6o^,  iVft  3: 

'*  Hii  hsaJai  v.'fyat  as  ml^^   \  m\v.o    ^  /  v^«;,"v  ,t*^'^''  ^^^-  ' 

^^MlJtAxen  was  lU,  ijmri   ^  ^^^,,,^\  ^  ]  ^v)uhju  luo'lo  r»'iiP 
**  But  HO-iv  be^s  (kad^ 
^  ^^\^id  iaitiin  his  kr^,  .,</  •    \  ^n-   .    '>' •Vf^rX'^V  o^ 

**  Ood  bp  at  your  labour  1        .S!TEfeY.^|5rsVi"bnr;f:^  ,rjm\%\ 

Jnd  if  all  qhrjfi^m  fouls  /]  Tfe  ift  i^^O^nW^ipictafW 
ro  Hiany  of  rhe  ancient  monumental  inlcriptions.  See  Wccvtr*! 
Fumal  M^nmfjfnis^  p,  6^7,  65S,  pcrtl^^e^  ^  f^liflirr  W 
Gower's  ConfiJ}\Q  Jmat^th^  1554,  fpeakingfirtt  of  the  funoi^.J^^ 
Chaucer,  and  ihea  of  Gower,  fays^^^nr?  ^  Ue|l|.  kl^n^^i-^n  ^^ 
fnonallcrie  of  Seym  Pctprt,  #t  W^in$(i;^,,;4w»ntQ«,^9*e*>^ 
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If  by  direft  or  by  coHatcr^l  hShd         "  ^ 

They  find  us  toucVd,  we  wHl  our  kihffdom  give, 
•  Our  crowrt,  our  life^  and  all  that  ive  call  ours. 
To  you  in  latisfadtion  ;  ISut,  if  nori 
Be  you  content  to  lend-^wt*  patience  to  us. 
And  we  Ihall  jointly  labour  wii;h  y<HU^  iJawl 
To  give  it  due  content; ,    {■     ,        >  ' 

Laer.  Let  this  be  fo ;  -    .    '        -     .  A' 
His  means  of  ikath,  4^?  v^feftm  f u«iet^> — 
'No  trojfihy,  fword^  f|Ql^ (iil^hflieilt  ^'ei:  his  bones. 
No  ii5j^rij»i?|Drr|(?i5ma1jpftf«it«^  r 

Cry  to  be  heard,  as  'twere  from  hc^YWV  tQt;  earth. 
That  Ixjmift  call't  in  queftion. 

King.  So'^yoU'ihuftiO  G    ^  '  .  r  -  : 

*  An(|irr9rl)^.theafFgft{^riW,)«:t^  falU . 

Ipri^  fou,  gq-^ida  fpiws.   o      i     h  om   /f:  )C£^^^- 

Anotbm^'Ktm^-'  ^''''  ^ ' 

The;pfay^utl;iey^4iaTOiiQtt€rS(fiMroyou;»-A\  Wu^otWa  n:  .>...u;. 

'    No  troply^pi^ord^  or  haichm^fih^^l    Ir  was  the  cgftom,  in  ihc 
times  of  our  author,  to  hang  a  ilvtUti  ov^r  the  grate  of  ^  knighr. 

.  No  tropJ^yjfvJord^  nor  hattljmmt  ffV  bhi%QMi^  Tfefs  practice  is 
uniformly  kept  up  to  this  dtfyi-'^^f^ftt  only  the  fiyotcli  but  the 
hdmet,  gauntlet^ 2  Q>uY$j-Urt!i  tab'uVd  f^-  h  a  coat  WHereoa  the 
armorial  enfigns  were  anciently  depidedi'  from  whence  tlie  terra 
coat  ]^-amompffm'^l^hg'  mi¥  th^  grate" of  every  knight, 
■    . -va^W  338     .3r?oi)qii!7» i rf  hm^^rv.  r, .■ ; r.  , , ■ ,    g- ^  j^^  ^^v^^ ^ ^  ^ ^or 

'  .2?tfi7cDrre!ponds  bcf^i^ttyi^**?   Joft^^bii'I^'^  ^X-V  »^^  .  -    • 

A  a  4  mh 
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36o  H    A    M    L    E    T,       . 

Hot.  Let  t^icn^  qpm^  iru-r--.  .\ 
\  do  not  know., fro^i  wJiaf  parx^ofi  tiiflqwoorkl 
1  fliould  be  grfgc?4i.iif/ot«;  fjro^\lord» Hamlet,. 

-^^  ■'     Enter  Shiloh.    ^' 

Sail.  God  blefs  you,  fir.      _         ^ 
//^r.  Let  him  bkfs  ttee  Wd.         '' 

'  letter  for  you^  fir :  it  comes  from  tbt;:^-^embaiIador 
that  wa^  hquf^  ifti^l^t^]^^.^  ^  jiWeiWMPOchie.Ho-. 
ratio,  a^,|^uw^p^p3,k#ftw  rtiisy  ,.. .,;  ^^r^^r:  dc    ■'. 

Horatio  reads  the  letter^jl- vn.  L 

prate  6j  very'  warlikeC\a$pctiitmnfySa'i:^r^^ 


yinding  ourfihisJ^jQ^l^^^a^^^         o^:fomr 

came'  ihetr  prtjonef.     Tbey  haDe  ae^f^^j^ib  me^  like 

i9  do  tiFce£  i^rfjv(  them.     Lxt  ^M.Ji^iP.^'^  ^P^ 
kUenI  ^ijaf^^Jdfi^^  \  and  V^p'^r \l^^ 


€ 
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Come,- 1  will  make  you  waif  fiJP  llieft^ur  letters  j 

Andf  do'tt/Cbe  fFKdicv,  tiMF  ^tf  nffa^>«d?i^eft  me 

To  hiar!fnidiLisfaolq>i90u  toodgychtfth.  ^    [Exewt, 

S    C    ^^{^    E,-.     VII. 
Anetber  Room,     , 
Enter.  Kffigy^4§4>\C^0(rmr 

^  i5!Ji^'3»Io#"«lul&^ar  iieitfcife' hce  ttiy  acquittance 

•  o' snfidmfcait'J   '  'Oil  ai-.iio;  11   ■•   .1   ,-'  •. 

Aha^«1Ha£t<^  ik.  ii^'<y«ar>He^ift  fik  friend  ; 
Sith  you  have  he^tdi'aiM  Wtt*  a'krfd^g  ear,    ; 
That  he,  which  hath  yoor  noble  father  flaip, 

Purfu'd  my  r!fise:M'^--r  i-lTrr   iric.\'=;j  

Laer,  Jewell  ippcarS: — ^Buttcll  meL..    . 

»\«^h5^y««^pfBbeKaf«*b«'.ag^MtHefe-'^^ 

«»^i^fiPlndfo  tiabhklin^riabirtf;')-     ' 

^ft*%><*^^ft!^»  g^caHifcfs,  Vlfdbm/aihhings  elfe, 

'-^-Kar^. •  O,  for . tyvtt %e«al ^^iBis' j  ■' >^  ,  '      ~  " 
«^hk!K^Vnif  fo  y,q^,  ^rKkp^ftaiii-feuclii  unfinew*d,' 
-iJ^n^^fet^tSS^nfe^^ey^aW  ttmiig.'^  m  dueen,  his 
vVA  ,^v«  \\mithcr:  -■■^-.•■^J-V"      "  '    '^'^^  ^ 

^y^Vfrtaej  tor^'ihiiy'pfegue^  ^  it  ^thef  wtilch) 
t$h^\i«J'(i^a)i§\iriai%'t^V'^yTife  ind  foXil,^ 
iTWft, vs»'ih^  ftaV  J^bv*^  rtbfliui  in  "hisTphere.  .; 

!(l^kdWd'^tj<>t^ert»t  bj;^^hdf;'-"Thfe  ot'her" motive, 
^^l  tS^^^^jbli'^  \ibmit  I.niight  not  gby    ;    ' 
3:IS?MHA^at'  KvV^'ini^-general  "gtrtder  h^t  liim :     • 
\<WlJ«^^^n;^\lP^raulis"in  their  affection,       '  . 
.sWork,  likc'\«^1(]^lJog'tftkturncthv8'boa*'^ftone,  ' 

•frifeeUliMtyrjJHiiM^  -^HdkWm^  titie  of  the  people. 

JoHVsotr; 

-*  ^?j'?»  '?4j^j^n?8Jr*l    '15^  fiiBile  «  oejf her  T«ryfearon« 

|Me  }nJ|^.i^^at««iiqi^Jthi<g»  norvery  accurately 

iippOu'..  Ir  the  ^/ig'  trail  chang6l.:l)9(c  metalr.to  gold,  tbie 

tbougfat  bad  been  more  proper.    Johnson. 

'^^jtlnS  folio,  iofiead  of— <iwr^,  teadA^^weiM,    Steevens. 

Conyen; 
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Convert  I^s  gyve«  to  graces  ;^  lb  tliai^my 'mxlmy    '^ 

Too  (lightly  umbcr'd  for/fo4ov4  Sx^S'iiid^ 
Would  iiave  reverted  to^nj  bow^igaiii. 

And  not  where  I  had  aim'd  them. 

Laer.  And.ib,teive  I  a  lidbic;  f atilr  feflrj 
A  fifter  driven  into  defpemc  teiinis  v  -^  ;>;  -     ^^ 
Whofe  worth,  ?  if  prfiifes'  may  go  "ba^  j^in,  -  ^ 
Stood  diallengcr^«ft^tadttiici5l^.tt4l  tlhe^ge^^    ^        >» 
iy^r  her  Mrfe|liorj5  ^^But  m^  «vtnge4;^iH5fi»^^ 
^King.  Brcak^potypur  ijeeps,7pi  &f^Kf?*iWft 
not  t^l>}^#;  .:  .,j  r.  .  i]^;:    ,u.i  ;,  .,7ior  •>  V  < 
That  Nve  are  made  of  ftgff  (p  ^lat  ^  d^M,^!    viv^J, 
That  we .  cap  l^^  our  t>c*r(J^  b^  ibofj}^  j^^th  ^dan^fi^^ 
And  thihk^it  paftimcV    Tou  lUpjtly  fi^ 
I  lov'd  your  ^hop^iod  we  loye'^jijiictf^»,  ^j,  aoTn^: 
And  that,  ihbi^wiUtf^^ 
How  no\^?  wtJM.^;pcv)f^9?:  ,,..-^,/,.,  ...^  -^ni  ermrv  j. 

MeJ.  Letters,,myterd,««ftlfta*iIttl'H^l  -1^^^. 
This  TO  ysuritti^f ;  \thiiit)^AeteV3fceni!''^'^'^  ^^>rt  ^A 
^  X/iy.  From- Hamlet!  WlK)  k^dagV^tfi&rrffV'^^^^' 
M#  Sailors,  my  lord,  they  fay :  ll/fflw^tlfepi^'ltoli 
They  wcre'gi^«ltiMp4>fiOlaj«i^ij*e^t^ 

^  — jvr  fi  Imd  d  ^inrf,]     Thus  thcfdlicv     One  6'fllic  quarto! 

fb  ouid  felE»m  to'  b  e— + h  e  1  ji  ft  ru  dienis  o  f  ofTei )  ce  lei  v\4iioy,  wo  ilia 
hare  proved  Too;sveL|.k  ro  injure  one  H*ho  i&  fo  JcHfal  aii4  ^t-m^i  byxh« 
aft'cdioii  ot  ("he  [>cop1e.     Their  lave^  h^i^  frmour^  w^ultl  tpcit  tb«A 
ariow  to  fl\e  bow.    STEevEtrsvf^     [_^;^,;,,>^'  \>i;  '  *1.  ^ 

7^ — i/ftraifij  may  ga  kxik  ^r^is/^..,^  I\[]^|^^ai£s  ,iv%it  IlM 
becris  but  IS  no%j.fo^£/ound  nomyrfj.^.,.  j^  ;  ,     ^"^.V4'i>- 

fal  tlj^tino^e  Of:' thp^atiKociiies  for  thcrlriiTointgiaJ:^  ^hakefp^^t^  Iwtw^. 

told  m  til  at  till  5,  1  i  lip  J  s  in;  Uated  from  I'pr  fi  us  >  S*t^i  #,  ii  v ;  ■  1 1 

IJch'Cp  ficI^Jahiprichet  tiBi  mellcri  barham       /^^i>ifj(  'H 
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Of  him  thft  brought  tlicai  •;     .  • 

King.  l4Zitttt^ym^S}a9^ 
JLcavc  us.  •     .  I        -:         {Erit  M^*  * 

High  W  m^tyi  ytu  Jbmnimw,I  am  .fit  waked 
M  your  kingdomt:.:^.aiimmrmei^fi(Mliu(.bave^t» 
fee  your  kingly  ^fai:  ^tmlijhtlij^jfirft,  afiifif^  jmr 
pardon  tbereuntOf^refbmti^bepti^^afaff^Jiiddenamli 
morejravge.tehvn*  -  ■;  .-  i-':'  -;  ;-'c;:'-~:-H«mIct.-  • 

What  Ibbuld  Ma  mAn'rkrcWt^'Hik'ttmoi^ 
Or  U  it  fome  f^Juk,  and  no  fuch  chiMg:'.^      ' 

Can  you  advife'-flrtc?  "  "''  /'   '  :  " '  t '-'.  V'^-    •    "^ 

Jt  warms  the  very  fitkntfs  i»  •rt^'itelHr,''  *    " 

That  I  ihatt  ti«e  and  cctt.M«  «>  ^Rrteeth.' 

rbus  didde/ffi^Mh-'^'^-^"'^^ -'-^^ 

King.  Iflt.be'ife>j|-»rt»i#t<^"'/:r  .  li'^;  »'  .'^-^' 
.As  how  fhouli^r^rbf :^rM-iiMiF  dtliei(«lHeT)r<M.        i. '' 

^«?f%i:Ay»wS»y!.l0«5fJ-'i  ";l!  ,;.">I  vfT;-,?.-!oli.<i      ;.••_ 

<A%,  To  tbit»  own  peate^  tf  4ie  be  Mw^  ««* 

oiiBt.p  ,/ifora?^— ^'ii''! "'!' '.i-'^T    ;..-,-.c  5, 1,.-    i..  •••   - 

•'.!  r-v/  ,vo!<(ii  •?!    ,,..jti  >  K<    ^-?f  ..--Ml  -..-i:  — V  '    P  '^       •  ,.J<  •'. 

»  ^j  liking  not  tis  -rxff^h—l    "i^ ^iUfir,  '"^^ '«  ' '  -  '    •  ' ; - ' "> 
•  a>kii>^  is,  I  A,^ia^  b(^)«tt)!Hte^''''^)#aff'UlM 

k,  whi«b'«dnie<''t^ib<f({|W«ie'*l9ti-^i^ti»^i^<# 
iiftrf  at  the  lure  ?"       ^••"-^■•'  ^'  '^'  •';"='  •■''■■  ^' '  ■^■-'"^  •■■•.■•     '  "'^"  '"■" 
Again,  in  G.  Whctftohe't  C»/i  / a8»»;iH^:    ^ ^'^  VV  • 
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364  H^A  -M    LET*,        '     ' 

No  more  to  undertake  it,--I  wiH  work  him  - 
To  an  exploit,  now  ripe  in  my  device,        -.-■        r-  , 
Under  the  which  he  (hall  not  choofe  but  fall  t^-  in ' . 
And  for  his  death  rK>  wind  of  blame  (hdfl  t»*ii^he}^A 
But  even  his  mother  fhall uncharge- the; prafiticc^'.i' 
And  call  it,  accident.     -  ..       -^      "^  /  . . 

Lder.  4My  Ibrd^  I  wiltbe  riirdt  ^^    •    3     i  S  .!' ' 
The  rather,  if  you  could  devifcitrA^i 


•/T 


^iV. 


t. 


That  I  might  be  the  organ.  vrr.\.>T  /\.    v^uV:* 

King.  It  falls- right,-,  -^r  [[  -^l  :^  -a  \i  .tl,-  .T-aa 
You  have  been  talk'd  pf  fin».^\^fif.aii0l,m»c^^ 
And  that  in  Hamlet's  htftaricfgj -for  ii?<}ttali<y[  :i^,\ 
Wherein,  they  fey,  you  (himiiyom ftadro^p^fte 
Did  not  togetherNpUi.cfe  fyck^M^J 4ifim  jfiJn,•5^^^:X  \ 
As  did  that  one;  and  that, io  nay^Mgasdy  ev*^^  liu":, 
5,Qgtbe  unworthifcftifegji';.-  r  -,  -jrjo  bru  ^-.^ 
Laer.  What  parti5.tlp4t^.inyjftt4i:.7  .uoy  toibtiK 
King.  A  yciiy.|*ibb^djM>^e'Cap:irfjj§ito  j^rt^ 
Yet  needful  too  5  for  you  A  no  ldbxJMq^m»>  :;r.c  ;' 
The  light  and  carelefsJiYi«*y ^h|t  it;  mMtn ' 
Than  fettled7fie5^jhi^JW^«^i«ndir:l^  ^H 

*  Importing  beaitfei :.  Md  -  gr«8renfifertr-i^i!W^qino»t|tf 
fince>  "^ .  ..;'    ;i  .  ;.j,'»iii  .{vj  dl  i^lfHiiH  biG 
Here  was  a  g|Wi|l?»?WV9lrf.lJ«rn5«p4}Cicrt5[uo^  3d  JcciV 
1  Aaw>fccftin»jfdfe  .a|^cAryyfigi«yfcitfe©l&^ 

^gfcjj  "io  :uo  wol^ 

place.     Johnson/O'^::  -fe   K'J^ur\    y\i.z^  31(i.  :)M|I    Upv  3U  "Tv 
So,  in  Othello:     "  rr'I/eidj'm)rb'ir|igs-:>ii[  ^  iwdjj/;  :^Qel  A 

•  ^  Ivfirrtmg  htmnand gK4VP€nefs,^y    JEhit  a. warm  furrd  govo 
rat^lCYPippUes  £ckneis  th^i>£j//i'«.  Shakefpeare  wrote,  .  •^ 

//f!^/iW^'here  may  })pf;nf«  f^maij  by;  Ipgical  conf(pq,uencc,  but 
fr&ducing  by,  pbyficaliff^^iQbv  ,  A;  youtig^^miaa  'jfigawb  ibw  i»&i8 

'  z"   *  ;  An4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PRINCE:oF,DENM  ARK.     365 

And  they  tan  vitXion  horfeback:  but  this  gallant 
Had  witchcraft  in't  j  he  grew  unto  his  feat ; 
And  to  fuch  ^btuirous  d^ng  brought  his  horfci 
As  he  had  been  inw)rj)S'd  and  dcmy-natur'd 
With  the  brave  begflr:  fo^  far  be  t«^p'd  my  thought^ 
That  I,  7  in  forgery  of  fliapes  and  tf  icks, 
Come  fliort  of  what. he  did. 

Laer.  A  Norman,  was't?.^  -  •  w   , 

King.  A  Norman.  ^^   <    :  :. 

Laer^  Upon  my  life,  Lamoricfc-. 

Laer.  Vktwm  him  fi9^t  helstb^bi^och,  indeed. 

And  gqiAcof  fill!  the  natiooi.  ^  -     -  ^  • 
King^cMt  ttittdb  x»nfe^im  of  yop ;  ' 
And  gave  yOin^^ha^MdlUi^ly  neport,  >i  >   • 
For  aft  and  cxercife  ^  in  your,  d^firtce^ '    ' 
And  for  j^our  rapiw  inoft  «fp*cial,: J'  ;  'tr  ' ' 
That  h^r^lfed  tot^'i^Xwowkk  be^i^fig^-tncfced, 
If  one  c«m)d>>Miatdfo  «f©u*5w^rhfc  tfcrimei^^^of.  their 

nfttfi^  ir  Ti:rT  V'i>V''  ,'i')hir>^  bar,  v  '»;» 
He  fwore,t4itfd^«iddiirim^»toy'gUttrdi^ii6rldy€', 
If4lciQropp3«^(B  th<^  r'Siri'tKistrepdl-b  of  hii 
Did  Hamlet  fo  envenom  with  his  envy;':>  :'t 
That  he  could- n(>!y«gud^  Bat  «)tfi^^^ 
YoiipiitoSJ^Jcc^i^gcoifvtb  irt^ycUitlinhirM.' 
Now  out  of  this, 

Or  are  you  hke  the  painting  of  a  iorrovY^o>y::io 
A  face  without  a  hearfrtHv.u  r\oM\  i  —  '     -.^^i-  ^  > 
Laer,  Wh^Mk^Jjb^.tHi^:?^  '^v-^  ^0  -'^h,  .,. .  i  - 

•    i.r:  0]§  Ij  liui  rrncv/ b  i:j<J.     j -- ..c..M-^^*>y^ufttt  uju.  j.i  -^jy  a«v,.'"\        * 
^^JO!W  ")iiiJ^/i';>ij.i'o      ,A*-.\v.\  rn  fi'  c-ioiu  'il  .:'j  .'fj-ji,   ■  ,]  . 
^  — in  finrgtiy  rf Jbapei  <rtMi'iffl^Dk♦3s/*iuOrttiklvv^^  fo 

manyproattOTl^pMrbfrmsgfaffl^Wj^'focm^  cJi4i»M/soiii  j;'^ 
.  9io:vugivjM:/c^i^Ac^y]    That  is,  in  the  yc/fiffctf  ^  defence. 

•  -Thw  pal^ge  is  not  in  the  loliiWi^eiu^Ev&i^i*.;   ur  ./ .  ^  *  ? 
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King.  Not  that  1  thrt^/yont  idid  fk>^  love  yotfr 
father;  -        ••  ^''  •  ^''-^'^^^  ^-'-'  ^ 

Butthatlknow, 'lovcisbcguA^ttetf^^^''^    -^ 
And  that  I  fet>  *  in  paflagaJ  of  fjIfOof,-*  ^        ^^^^ 
Time  qualifies  iHefparklrid  flre-clf'tt.^*^ 
There  lives  i  within  the  verv  flame  of  Ibirl* 
A  kind  of  wick,  or  fnuff,  that  Wifr  abiW^%^^,'  --  ^ 
And  nothing  Is  at  a  like  goodheft  4m  f-'  ^^^x  ''^ 
*  For  goodriefs, grbwinj^'tOa  pltdrii^y  ^^"  ^  ,iJ^  ^ 
Dies  in  his  owrt  cbomOfcfht  Thttt ire  wbtiMda;'- 
We  fliould  do  wheti  we  w6uldi^*ir  thtSftt**«e^icSp 
Atfd  hath  abawrttftfrs-aftd  dtellrysf^^te' hiSr^yP^ 
As  there  are  tongues,  are  hands,  aref  la^ddUentsi 
s  And  then  r^pmU  is  Hk6  it^  f^riddirfftf  ^h 
That  hurts  bf  tiaflng.    Bik^  et>  ttl^^uiitk  d*^  tHeeri 
■'  '^^';'  '"        ;^-^-  ;  ^■''  •^'  ^•';.    Hiftnkt 

itiay  be*  iSn«  is  not  innate  ill  us,  and  eo«efle0Uial  to  our  natutt,  but 
\x^  ac^a  cftialft  «ii]«:  H^m  %it9i^tmmAi:mlkt^(^hm%  ^^ji 
fub}e6i.to<(bjQ  i0p!?rai49f>#  /«f  tim^  X»i8m!$2b»x»gQ;«iid  di^E^imHiw. 

*  ^  hfaji^  (ffr^ :  l?i  tnm6ak»  of oWly  ca^tloJcc 

s  ricr^2mi(icc4[o'i;h«rfMSftmi:ttMbatt 

^  For  gffodnefs^  growing  to  a  pkurify^  ^  I  Woilkl<  bslb?jS,  for  the 
hqpour  of  Shakefpeare,  that  be  \fx^ftfkAory^  •vJ^a'^ferYtthe 
ridramaticL  ivritem  of  .4l^t.4llili$  iip|9q^ii6Oli|^4atiiA^i0^ 
fherijy^  as  if  it<»iAc^  oof:jgroa«;fli^fi^(ijt«i<hitt^«i/A^,^fo^^ 

ri  i.diink  tilt .wo^ftfwi^  lei  rpell^/iEor^^^^^  ^IXIiHf^e^ifis/ftUy 
explained  by  one  m  Mafcars  ttekiffirQji,iCai^t^^i^^3L,i^^:i^i 
««  Againft  the  Uood^  or^j^/nt^^  Qfi'bl^0d«^  Tb»4iftaft W.  Wood  ]$i 
ibme  young  horfes  will  teed,  aiul4>eii^r^^l«riU4wr4^  blgod,  and 

Andtkem  tins  fliould  fi  Znb  a^^dtMr^liS^H     *  >    ( 

.  i.  ^4  :thoueh  a  fperidthriirs  entering  into  bonds  or  mortgages  gito 
him  a^prelent  relief  from  his  firaits,  yet  it  ends  in  much  gitatef , 
<Bftfefles»    The  application  is,  If  you  negle^  a  fair  opportum^ 

aoir, 
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Hanr^  Comes  b?ck ;  What  would  yoa  tuodercakc. 
To  Ihcw  yourfclf  your  father's  icwi  in  deed 
More  than  ii>.  words  ? 

Laer.^  To  cot  Wm  throat  i'tbc  church. 

'King.  No  place^' indeed^  (bouid  murder  fan&ut- 
n?ct..  :  r-    i   .     — . 
Revengp.  ihw.W;hsMJP  ?e.  Douijdi*   But,  good  Laertes, 
Will  you  do  d|iii>  J^icp  clpfe  within  your  chamber?: 
Hamlet,  retura^J^^l  k4X>w  y^ou  are  come  hornet 
WcMLputiQp  ,tlifl^-^a^li  pifaife  your  excellence, 
^^^^  9iv^^lRi^^nUH  rpat  the  £^&9 . 
Tne  f  renQi^B>f^l  g?f^  you  i  bring  ye»i  in  finc^  to^ 

-^nd  ^|i«p«^<?^^  ;y wn  iieadsi :  ^  fae^  beuig^  reoiifs^ 
.$  g^<$q)i$(f  a^d;  ite^^  from  all  contriving, 
fm?!^  pcirufe  the  foils ;  io  thac^  with  eaie, 
fc^i^^:^.  ^"^)l^  ,'!^"9^'?&. yo|u  qiay,  choofe 

]^a4ti^  put  your  whole  fortune  into  hazard,     W  ar  bur  ton-. 
.^JWrf^-^cjiflj^t^e^i*  *^:ing^J<»tolj^  th4t  kai^ly  be  oppofei^ 

MC^^itA^  the  fame  reluftance  as  the  bow  is  drawn  againlt  ahcro  . 
whofi^^^AfUibnfb^^f^^i^ldf id>XAili6fi^^^^       >  UcYt  jaay  be  ap^ 
*^ptM^ll&  Vohaire  writes  to  the  cmprefs ; 

lr«»ltfi9Pe<ft««ifidtiAriy1i(MiM9«««f^^  The  <x\g\ViA 

-'^to^  mt^is^Mi  unneceflary  wafte  of  the  vital  flame.     It  U  a  potim 
:i*^i>«9tilw»^r|fifit>^*ji4'lnpafe.'^^^  fifVeaitth;  ^ftd  wear  out  the 
•  \&iirt|ilr^*rs,::^l3|fikN*ioirl"  '^    J---'':  ..i  .. 
e^b^iM<^^«k^i^e,  int«l'J£/i^yL  call8'thi»A  ^t^ 
V.B  ,boi>IdJWtM(dJ-t([*Wfil*rtiiJgtjf^^        -•    -!.::...?•..'     •..,.. 

TlfeqftWa4»Q^ifl»gt*uj«to  tn.rettf6ttV7rdr|/Wv  ^f^^vtfeu  I J79 : 

"  ^ JWh'^  llaye  you  not  in  tyme  the  fource  or  your  fcorching  fighti^ 

thdt  havei(lrend)f^Arft^^ied^yo%i^.b<>d)^(^''fa^^^  humoures» 

af(ibyttr«d'4y^:ifaM^  inward  panei 

•  —  /t  Uing  remtfi^l    He  bctnfno^^^^^la^t  or  cautious. 

"''s  --c'  ^^"^^^    ■» '  ^'"  '•         •'.•■:••••.'•, ,  ./;■:  '-      :        Johnsok 

-.o-.  A  iWord 
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7  A  fword  unbatedy  and^  in  ^  a  pafs  of  }>ra£Ui:e^ 
Requite  hitn  for  your  father. 

Laer.  I  will  do't : 
And,  for  the  purpofe,  Til  anoint  my  (word. 
I  bought  an  undion  of  a  mountebank. 
So  mortal,  that,  but  dip  a  knife  in  it. 
Where  it  draws  blood,  no  cataplafm  fo  rare^, 
ColleAed  from  all  (imples  that  have  virtue 
Under  the  moon,  can  fave  the  thing  from  deaths 
That,  is  but  fcratch'd  withal :  Til  touch  my  point 
With  this  contagion ;  that,  if  I  gall  him  flightly. 
It  may  be  death. 

King.  Let's  further  think  of  this ; 
Weigh,  what  convenience,  both  of  time  and  mcans;| 
9  May  fit  us  to  pur  Ihape :  If  this  Ihould  fail. 
And  that  our  drift  look  through  our    bad  per- 
formance, 
*Twere  better-  not  aflay'd  •,  therefore,  this  projefk 
Should  have  a  back,  or  fecond,  that  might  hold^ 

*  Afv^rtt  unhated^^^  L  f,  not  blunted  as  foils  arc.  Or^  a^ 
one  edition  has  it,  emhaited  or  envenomed.     Pop£. 

There  is  no  fuch  reading  as  emhaited  in  any  edition.  In  Sir 
Thomas  NortVs  Tranflation  of  Plutarch,  it  is  faid  of  one  of  the 
MetelUy  that  ^'  he  iheived  the  people  the  cruel  fight  of  fencers  ^ 
ttnrehated  {words  J*    Steevens. 

•  — apa/s  of  praBlce^  PravSiicc  is  often  by  Shakefpeare,  and 
o^her  writers,  taken  for  an  infidious  Jiratagem^  or  privy  treslfoo,  a 
fenfe  not  incongruous  to  this  pafTage,  where  yet  I  rather  beliereiy 
that  nothing  more  is  meant  than  a  thrufi  fir  cxtrcife^    Johnso^^^ 

So,  in  Look  about ycuy  i6oo  : 

"  I  pray  God  there  be  no  praHiu  in  this  change," 
Again,  *•  —  the  man  is  like  to  die : 

**  PraH'ice^  by  th'  mafs,  froBife  by  the,  &c.-— 
"  VraH'fi  by  the  XjQxd^^pradtlce^  I  fee  it  clear.** 
Again,  more  appoutely  in  our  author's .  Twcjfd}  •A%^f   A£i  i* 
Sc.  ult. 

This /r^j^i/'?  hath  raoft  Ihrewdly/d/JV  upon  thee. 

"    Steevews. 
•  ifeury  fit  us  to  our  fiape: — ]     May  enahk  us  tO  ajfutae  proper 
dkara^v'i^  and  to  act  our  part.    JoH^soN« 
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1^  th^s  IKould  '  blaft  iii  proof.     Soft;— let  me  fee  :-^ 
We'll  make  a  folemn  waget  on  your  cunning^;— 
Iha't:    .  / 

When  ih^'yt/iif  tHcrtiori  yoxi  Vcfc  hoc  and  dry; 
(As  make  yout  bptlts  fefore  vjolent'to  that  en'd) 
And  that  he  caHsTol'' drink^  »  Til  fiave  prepared  him 
A  chajicS  for  thi  ndnce ;  x^hcrean  but  fipping, 
4f  he  by  cfi'ance  ^Tdipi  your  vehom*d  ftuckj; 

Our  ptJ?pofft'ifta*  hold  there..    But  ftay^  what  noife  ^  ? 

.  .,    rv     '   -^     :      ;     •  •       :      /••  y 

•  '  y  ■'  ^■'"   ''  Enter '^(ccn.     -  . 

iioyr  n0!«^  f*«tt  tljiecn  ? 

^Hien.  One  woe  doth  tread  npoo  another's  heel  4^ 
So  taft  they  follow  :-^ Your  fifter'sdrown*d,Laerccs- 

Laer;  DroWn'd  1  Q,  wh^rd?      . 

Slueen.  There  is  a  willow  grows  afcatint  the  brook  5, 
That  iihevvs  his.  hoar  leaves  r^  theglafif  ft-ream ; 
Therewith  fan^ilix:  garlands  did  fli«  make. 
Of  crow-flfowers,  nettles^  daificsj  ^  and  bng  purpksi, 

That 

.  i — .^//J/f /«^f/?fl/;}' 'Thls;■i•1^tt?^6J  rs  a  rrrcfaffhftf  taken  from 
k  xaxtdj  whiclv  iii. the -proof  df^<feutton,  foihcthTfcs  breaks  out 
^>uhia!f»tfc6tuar^'4^.  'JdT^>?sox4  -    .         • 

The- word *J>r(?^ffietv»  th*  metaplior^o  benikfen  ffom  the  trying 
or  proving  fire-arnfjs  err  caunpft,  which  often  hla^^  or  biir/r  in  ihfi 

*  *-^ fiif ^^^w^^l^repart^/fr?*]'  Thus  the  fSId:*  'TK"e  qtrarto^  rcrf,- 
'  .  ril  have /r^)4rV  htm.  .SrEEvE-Tfi;  "•     *"   '•'       •  *        -  ^ 

i  '^^But>^a^(  ^hm  ^fityWoNt,  recorcrrfcc!  ftfa  from  "thi^*' 
Quartos.    Steevens.  s  -  •..  v 

♦  Onevjoe'Aiffyireaditpdtianifthef^s  /jie!,^  .  Afimilat  thought  oo* 
^urs  In  PerlcUs  Prince  of  Tyre^  1609  :      "    : 

*^  One^-fbrKW  n^v^  cbmesj^-brit  ht\tig%  an  heir 
**  That^ttftir fiKCetct  15  his  luheritoi;'*    Steet^jjs. 
5  — i afc^tii 7Z'/<^«»jt,^  -Thus  the- V]uarros.     The  tbijo  readsr^ 
njatit,     Ajhaunce  is  interpreted  in  the  Giofiary  to  GnauCCi— ^j^rtu^ 

^  — :/«WloHg  purples,]  By  /^.vgr  purpU  is  meant  a  plant,'  ifte 
hiodcrn  botanicar  name  of  which  is  m-chls  rrtorio  mas.,  ancienfly 
Ujliculus  morio/iis*  The  goffer  name  by  which  it  paffjs,  is  fuf* 
ficieDtly  knowii  in  miany  parts  of  Englaad,  and  pxrdcularly  in  th(9 

Vol.  X  B  b  «6unt]r 
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l^hat  liberal  fhepherds  give  a  grofler  liame^ 

But  our  cold  maids  do  dead  men*s  fingers  call  them} 

There  on  the  pendant  boughs  her  coronet  weeds 

Clambering  to  hang,  an  envious  fliver  broke ; 

When  down  her  weedy  trophies,  and  hcrfclf. 

Fell  in  the  weeping  brook.     Her  cloaths  fpread  wide; 

•And,  mermaid-like,  a  while  they  bore  her  up : 

7  Which  time,  (he  chaunted  fnatches  of  old  tunes  j 

As  one  incapable  of  her  own  diftrefs, 

Or  like  a  creature  native  and  indued 

Unto  that  element :  but  long  it  could  not  be, 

^Till  that  her  garments,'  heavy  with  their  drink, 

Puird  the  poor  wretch  from  her  melodious  lay 

To  muddy  death. 

Laer.  Alas  then,  is  flie  drown*d  ? 

^een^  Drowned,  drown'd. 

Laer.  Tx)o  much  of  water  haft  thou,  poor  Ophelia^ 
And  therefore  I  forbid  my  tears:  But  yet 
It  is  our  trick  •,  nature  her  cuftom  holds. 
Let  (hame  fay  what  it  will :  when  thefe  are  gone, 
.The  woman  will  be  out. — Adieu,  my  lord  ! 
I  have  a  fpeech  of  fire;  that  fain  would  blaze. 
But  that  this  folly  drowns  it.  •       [£x//. 

King.  Let's  follow,  Gertrude  : 
How  much  I  had  to  do  to  calm  his  rage  ! 
Now  fear  I,  this  will  give  it  ftart  again ; 
Therefore,  let's  follow.  '  \ExtmU 

county  where  Shakefpeare  lived.  .  Thus  far  Mr.  Warner.  Mr. 
Collins  adds,  that  in  Suff-x  it  is  Hill  called  dead  men's  hands  \  and 
-that  in  Lyte's  Hei'bal,  1578,  its  various  names,  too  grofs  for  re- 
petition, are  preferved.    bxEEVENs. 

't  Pf^hich  time^Jhe  chaunted  fnatches  if  ^Id  tunes;]     Fletcher,  in 
his  Scornful  Lat^'^  very  invidioully  ridicules  this  incident : 
*'  I  will  run  mad  firfl,  and  if  that  get  not  pity, 
"  ril  drown  myfelf  to  a  mod  difaial  ditty.*'    WARfiURTOiV. 
The  quartos  read — "  fnatches  of  old  lauds^  u  e.  h^fmnSf, 
,  Steevens. 

'•    ACT 
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A  C  T   V.      S  C  E  N  E    I. 

A  Cburcb-yard. 

Enter  two  Clowns^  with  fpades,  (S(. 

<    I  Clown.  Is  (he  to  be  bury*d  in  chriftian  burial, 
(ha^  wilfuUy  feeks  her  own  falvation  ? 

2  Clown.  I  tell  thee,  (he  is  5  therefore, « make  her 
grave  itraighc :  the  crowner  hath  fat  on  her,  and 
jBnds  it  chriftian  burial. 

.[   I  Clown.  How  can  that  be,  unlefs  (he  drown'd  her« 
^elf  ip  her.  own  defence  ? 

2  Clown.  Why,  'tis  found  fo. 

I  Clown.  It  muft  be  ft  offendendo  \  it  cannot  be  elfe* 
jFor  here  lies  the  point :  If  I  drown  myfelf  wittingly, 
it  argues  an  aft :  and  '  an  a£t  hath  three  branches ;  ic 

•  ^^  tdakeher  ^arje  ttraightt]  Make  her  grave  from  caft  to 
iecft  in  a  dirc6t  line  parallel  to  the  church ;  not  from  north  tQ 
fouth,  athwart  the  regular  line.    This,  I  think,  is  meant. 

Johnson. 
I  cannot, think  that  this  means  anymore  than  male  her  grcpve 
inamdiattl^.     She  i^  to  be  buried  in  chriftian  hurialy  and  confe- 
t:|uently  the  grave  is  to  be  made  as  ufual.     My  interpretation  may 
be  jurfified  from  the  following  paflaores  in  K,  Henry  V.  and  the 
play  beforie  us  5    "  — We  cannot  lodge  and  board  a  dozen  or 
fourteen  gentlewomen  who  live  by  the  prick  of  their  needles,  but 
it  will  be  thought  we  keep  a  bawdy-houfe^r^;^^/.** 
Again,  in  tiamUt^  Aa  3.  Sc.  4  \ 
Pol.  He  will  come  ftratght. 
Again,  in  the  Laver^s  Progrefs^  by  Beaumont  and  Fletcher: 
*•  Zj/C  Do  you  fight ^rrtr/^/^/f 
♦*  Clar.  Yes,  prefently.*' 
Again,  in  the  Merry  Wives  of  iVlndfor  i 

«  — we'll  come  and  drefs  you  JiraightT* 
Again,  in  Othello  .*  ' 

**  Farewel,  my  Defdemona,  I  will  come  to  AitJiratghtJ* 

Steevens. 
5  ^~^an  aSl  hath  three  hra7ichcs  ;  it  is  to  a^,  fo  do^  and  to  perform^ 
Ridicule  on  fchclaftic  divifions  without  diliinction  j  and  of  dij?^ 
tioclions  without  ditference.     Warburton^ 

B  b  2  is, 
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is,  to  aA,  to  do,  and  to  perform  :  Argal,  (he  drowned 
hcrfelf  wiaingly, 

2  Clown.  Nay,  but  hear  you,  goodman  delver. 

r  Clown.  Give  me  lea^e.  Here  lies  the  water ; 
good :  here  (lands  the  man  ;  good  :  If  the  man  go 
to  this  water,  and  drown  himfelf^.  it  is^  wiil  he,  nil! 
he,  he  goes ;  mark  you  that :  but  if  the  water  come 
to  him,  and  drown  him,  he  drowns  not  himfelf : 
Argal,  he,  that  is  not  guilty  of  his  own  dtatbi 
ihortens  not  his  own  life. 

2  Clown.  But  is'  this  law? 

1  Clown.  Ay,  marry  is't;  ^  crownerVqueft  Jaw, 

2  Clown.  Will  you  ha'  the  truth  ©n't  ?  Jf  this  kad 
not  been  a  gentlewoman,  (he  Ihould  have  been  bury'd 
out  of  chrittian  burial. 

.  I  Clown.  Why,  there  thou  fay*ft:  And  the  more 
pity ;  that  great  folk  (hould  have  countenance  ifl  this 
world  to  drown  or  hang  ihemferves,  mote  than  *  ^if 
even  chriftian.     Come;  my  fpade.     There  is  no  an- 

cieot 

*  —  creamer* s  quefl-Iarjo.']  I  (Irongly  fufpeft  that  this  is  a  ridi- 
cule on  the  cafe  ot  Dame  Hales,  reported  by  Plowdea  in  his  com- 
mentaries, as  determined  in  3  Eliz, 

It  feen»s  her  hiifbt^nd  Sir  James  Hales  had  drowned  birafelf  in  a 
fiver,  and  the  qucftion  was,  whether  by  this  a6t  a  forfeiture  of  a 
Icafe  froiii  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Canterbury,  which  he  wai 
poUelfed  of,  did  not  accrue  to  the  crown ;  an  inquifition  was 
found  before  the  coroner,  which  found  him  filo  de  fe.  The  legii 
and  logical  fubtilties,  ariftng  in  ihecourfe  of  the  argument  of  this 
cafCj  gaive  a  very,  fair  opportunity  for  a  fneer  at  crs^wner^s  ^uefi-law0 
The  expirlfiou,  a  little  before,  that  an  aB  hath  three  branches^  Sec* 
is  fo  pofofed  an  alluHon  to  the  cafe  I  mention,  that  I  cannot  doubt 
but  that  Shakefpeare  was  acquainted  with  and  meant  to  laugh  at  it. 

It  may  be  added,  that  on  this  occafion  a  great  deal  of  fubdlif 
%vas  ufcd,  to  afcettain  whether  Sir  James  was  the  ageiu  or  [(he 
patient  \  or,  in  other  words,  whether  he^oxnt  to  the  vMter^  or  the 
'Mour  came  to  him.  The  paufe  of  Sir  James's  madnefs  Was  thecir- 
cumftance  of  his  having  been  the  judge  who  condemned  Lajf 
janeGro);,    Sir  J.  Hawkiws. 

»  _  t%cir  even  £hrifiianS\  So  all  the  old  books,  and  rightlyr 
'An  old  Ei'.gliilh  expreffiou  ior  fellow-chriftianf.    Tsur^by* 
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cient  gentlemen  but  gardrncrs,  ditchers,  and  grave- 
makers  5  they  hold  up  Adam's  profeffion. 

2  Clown.  Was  he  a  gentleman  ? 

I  Clown.  He  was  the  firft  that  ever  bore  arras, 

^  2  Clown.  Wixy,^hc-had  "npne. 

1  Qlown.  What,  art  a  heathen  ?  How  doll  thou 
underftand  (the  Scripture  ?  Thfeifcripture  feys,  Adatn 
digged ;  Codd  he  d^ig  withow  trms  ?  111  put  an- 
o^er  qu(rftjon  «to  tlaee  :  if  thou  anfwer'ft  nae  not  to 
the  pu^ofe,  confefs  thyfclf— 

z  Cloivn.  Go  to. 

ri  Clown.  What  is  he,  that  builds  ftrongcr  than  ei- 
ther the  mafon,  the  (hipwright,  or  the  carpenter  ? 

2  Clown.  The  gallows-maker ;  for  that  frame  out- 
lives a  thoufand  tenants. 

1  Clown.  Hike  thy  wit  well,  in  goocLfaith  j  the 
gallows  docs  well :  But  how  does  it  wclf^^  it  does 
well  to  thofe  that  do  ill :  now  thou  doft  ill,  tb\iayi  the 
gallows  is  built  ftrbnger  than  the  church ;  aVgal,  the 
gallows  may  do  well  to  thee.     IVt  again ;  come. 

2.  Clown.  Who  builds  ftronger  than  ^  mafon^  a 
Shipwright,  or  a  carpenter  ? 

I  Clown.  4  Ay,  tell  me  that,  and  unyoke. 

2  Clownm 

So,  in  Chaucer's  Jack  Upland:  "  If  frcrcs  cannot  or  mow  not 
cxcufe  'hem  of  thcfe  cpcftions  alked  of  'hem,  it  fenieth  that  th«y 
})C  horrible  giltie  againft  God,  and  therewn  chviftian  \  &c." 

Again,  in  Gower,  De^Coftfiffionc  Amantisy  lib.  ^.  fol.  loa  : 

**  Of  beaut ie  fighe  he  never  hir  n;^«."  *  * 

Again,.  Chaucer's  Pcijones  Tale:    **  — of  his  neighebour,  that  is  to 
iayn,  of  his  even  crifien^^Q^^    St E  E  v e  N  s . ' 

3  %  Clovi3u.'\  This  ipesch,  and  the  next  as  far  ^^-^^ithout  arms^ 
is  not  in  the  quartos.    St  e  e  v  e  n  s ." 

^  Ay^  teil  me  that^  and  unyoke,]  i.  e.  when  you  'have  done  that, 
I'll  tVouble  "you  np  more  with  thefe  riddles.  The  pbrafe  is  taket> 
from  hulbandry.     Warburton. 

Alluding  to  what  the  Greek?  called  by  one  word  BeXtrro^,  the 
time  for  unyoking,    Horn.  11.  n.  779. 

W?fwn     Ufton. 

.         ■  JP  b  3  If 
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2  Clown.  Marry,  now  I  can  tcH. 

I  Clown*  Tc/t. 

±  Clown.  Mafs^  I  cannot  tell* 

Enter  Hamlet^  and  Horath^  at  a  dijiance. 


I 


Clown.  Cudgel  thy  brains  no  more  about  it ;  fof 
your  dull  afs  will  not  mend  his  pace-  with  beating : 
and,  when  you  are  afk^d  this  queftion  next,  fay,  a 
grave- maker;  the  houfes  that  he  makes,  laft  'till- 
doomfday.  Go,  get  thee  to  Yaughan,  and  fetch 
mc  a  ftoup  of  liquor;        ,     >     .    .     [Exit  2  dUnm% 

He  digs,  and  fings. 

t  In  yotUh  when  I  did  love^  did  love^ 

Metpou^h,  it  was  very  fweet^ 
To  cdritraSl^  0,  the  time^  for^  ab^  wy  hehove 

Oi  met  bought  y  there  was  ^  nothing  meet. " 

If  h  be  not  fuilicient  to  t^y^  with  Dr.  Warburton,  that  the  pbiii^ 
tnight  be  taken  from  huibandry/ without  much  depth  of  r^ing^' 
we  may  produce  it  from. a  ditiie  of  the  workmen  of  Dover,  pre* 
librvcd  in  the  additions  to  Holinfhed,  p.  1^46. ' 
•  •  -  •   «  My  bow  is  broke,  I  would  un^Qke^ 

•*  My  foot  is  fore,  Lean  worke  no  more,'*    Farmejr, 
^gain,  in  Drayton's  P^fyolhion^  at  the  end  of  Song  I. 

**  Here  I'll  utiyoke  a  while  and  turne  my  fleeds  to  meet." 
Again^  in. P.  Holland* s  Tranflation  of  PUw/s  Nai,  Hjft.  p.  593 : 
'•*  in  the  evening,  and  when  thou  doft  unyoke.'^    Stee  yens. 

5  In  youth  wbei$  Ididlave^  &c.]  The  thr^fe  (lanzas,  fune  here 
by  the  grave-digger,  are  extracted,  with  a  flight  variation,  from  a 
little  poem^  called  The  Aged  Lover ,  rawunc^tb  Liove^  written  by 
Henry  Howard  earl  of  Surrey,  who  .flouriflied  in  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  VIIL.  and.  wbo  was  beheaded  in  1547,  on  a  llrainca 
accufationof  treafon.     Theobald.  ,.;..... 

*  —  nothing  meet,]     Hanmer  reads, 

-  -.  '■'  '"'    nothing  {q  meet.    Johnson.  y 

The  original  poem  from  which  .thisiflanza  is  taken,  lik^e  other 
{ucceediog  ones,  is  preferved  among  lord  Surrey's  poems  ;  though, 
$»J>u  Percy  l}a3  obferved,.it  is  iittfibuted  to  lord  Vaux  by  George 
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Ham.  Has  this  fellow  no  feeling  of  his  bufinefs  ? 
be  fings  at  grave-making. 

Hot.  Cuttom  hath  made  it  in  him  a  property  of 
fafinefs. 

Ham.  'Tis  e*en  To :  the  hand  of  little  employ- 
ment hath  the  daintier  fenfe* 

Clown  fings. 

But  age  J  with  bis  Jlealing  fteps^ 
Hatb  clawed  me  in  his  clutch^ 
-   And  both  Jhipped  me  into  tbe  land^ 
As  if  1  bad  never  been  fucb  7. 

Ham.  That  fcull  had  a  tongue  in  it^  and  could 
fing  once :  How  the  knave  jowls  it  to  the  ground, 
9S  if  It  were  Cain's  jaw-bone^  that  did  the  firft 
inurder!    This  might  be  the  pate  of  ^  a  politician^ 

Oafcoignc    See  an  epiftle  prefixed  to  6ne  of  his  poems,  printed 
with  the  reft  of  his  works,  i  eye.    By  others  it  is  fuppofed  to  harf 
tnjcn  written  by  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt. 
Ibthethat  I  didl(n;ci 

In  youth  that  I  thought  fvoet^: 
As  iimi  requires  for  my  behove^ 
Metbinks  they  are  not  mete. 
The  entire  fong  is  publiftied  by  Dr.  Percy,  in  the  firft  volume  of 
\i\%  Riliques  of  Ancient  EngVjb  Poeiiy.     Steevens, 
^  As  if  I  had  never  heenfuch!\     Thus,  in  the  originaU 
For  age*with  ft  ceding  fieps 

Hath  cJanJode  me  'Mith  his  cror^ixh ; 
And  luftyyouthe  arjoqy  he  leapes^ 

As  there  had  bene  none  ftich.  Steevens, 
f  —  tf  politician^'-^one  that  viould  circumvent  God(\  This  Clhar 
raster  it  finely  touched.  Qur  great  hiftorian  has  well  explained  it 
in  an  example,  where,  fpeaking  of  the  de^th  of  cardinal  Ma- 
zarine, at  the  time  of  the  Reftoration,  hp  fays,  *'  The  cardinal  waj 
*'  probably  llruck  with  the  wonder,  if  not  the  agony  of  that 
?'  undream'd-ofprofperity  of  our  king's  affairs  J  as  if  he  had  taken 
•*  it  iU,  and  laid  it  to  heart,  that  God  Almighty  would  bring  fuch 
**  a  work  to  pafs  in  Europe  without  his  concurrence,  and  even 
*5  againft  all  his  machinations.'*    Hlftory  of  Rebellion^  book  i6. 

Warburton. 

5^4  which 
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0  which  this  afs  now  o'er-r/eaches ;  one  thzt  would 
t:ircumvenc  God,  might  it  not  ? 

Hor.  It  might,  my  lord. 

Ham.  Or  of  a  courtier ;  which  could  fay,  Go^dr 
morrowy  fiveet  lord!  How  4o^  thoj/i^  ^ioi  hrit 
This  rhight  be  my  lord  fuch-a-one,  that  praised  nay 
lord  fuch-a-one*s  horfe,  when  lie  meant  to  beg  it 'j 
might  it  not  ? 

Hor.  Ay,  my  lord. 

Ham^  Why^,  e*en  fo :  *  and  no^  my  l^dy  lyorm's  j 
chaplefs,  and  knock'd  aboiit  the  mazzard  with  a  fex- 
ton*s  fpade  :  Here's  fine  revolutioq,  an  we  had  the 
trick  to  fce't.     Did  thefe  bones  coft  no  more  the 

t  — ivhicb  tbis  a/s  oW'^ces i'^]  The  XTieaning  is  tliis.  .^eopl? 
in  ofiice,  at  that  time,  were  fo  over-bearing,'  uiat  Shakefpcate, 
ip^aVing  of  infulence' at  the  height,  calls  i^  Jajiknce  m  ^<i 
And  Doane  fays,       '    •        '  '    '        •    ^        _  — 

Tfljo  is  he^ 

Who  officers*  rage  and  fuitorai'  mifcry 

Can  ivrite  in  jeft,  '  ■  ■■  Sat,  ' 
Xlludihgto  this  character  of  mipifters  and  politicians,  tlie  Ipealcr 
obferves,  that  this  infol'ent  officer  is  now  ttV-(j^^rV  by  the  Icxton^ 
V^o,  knocking  his  fcull  about  with  his  fpade,  appears  to  be  as 
iniblent  in  his  office  as  they  w^rc  in  theirs.  This  is;  faid  witE 
muc;  humour.    Warburton.  .    ' 

In  the  quarto,  for  over-offices  is,  over -reaches^  which  agrees  better 
l^'irh  the  fentence :  it  is  a  fironj;  exaggeration  td  reoiarkj  that  an  4* 
Q'lw  over-reach  him  wbo  would  once  have  tried  to  circumvent, — I 
•believe  both  the  words  were  Shakefpeare's,  An  author  in  revififig 
his  work,  when  his  original  ideas  have  faded  from  his  mind,  and 
iiew  obftrvations  have  'produced  new  fentiments,  eafily  introduces 
images  which  have  been  more  newly  in^prefl'ed  upon  him,  wirhoift 
bbfcrving  their  want  of  congruiry  to  the  general  texture  of  hia 
original  deftgn,  Joukson.'  '"  . 
^'   The  folio  ready-^d^Vr-r^rri,     Steevems. 

*   This  ni'ght  he  my  lord  fuch-a-one  ^  that  praised  rfty  lord ffdch-a- cms 
hcrfe^  ivheTi  he  tneant  to  beg  it ;]     So,  in  Timon  of  Athens^  A61  I  : 
■'  •  '         —  my  lord  yo\i  gave   '  '  • 

Good  words'  tlie  oiher  tlay  of  a' bay  courfer 

I  rode  on ; .  it  is  yours,  becaufe you  lik'd  it.    Stee veits. 
'   *»  — Qhd  K<>w  fyty  lady  PPlrm^s\\     The  (cull  that  vii^'uty  lergf 
Sfich'-a-ozu;U ^  ii  uo\v  ffty  la^  lr'^orw*s,     JoHNsoN.    '  ' 

■^      '  I     '"-..x''  '      '     ;  breeding. 
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jtotecding,  but  to  »ffey  at  lcgg«p  ^th  theto  t  mm 

j{  pici-^e^  and  » j(^^^3 ««  jS>*(8», 

Ftn'^'^^nd  afirowdif^Jbeen 
0,  tf  |)//  ^^/  ^%  /<?r  to  he  nnadf 
^''  Fof  fufb  a^Hift  if  «i^^\ 

flahf.  Tbert>  anoeher:  Why  ^ay  nqt^at  t» 
th^  fcuU  of  a  lawyer?  ^Where  i>e'his  quiddits  5  now* 
^isquilfetSy  his  cafes,  bis  tcnufejs,  and  his  tritksf 
yihy  does  he  fuffer  this  rude  knave  now  to  knock 

3  -*-jftl0r  Mt  kggat*-^  'A  play,  m  wlricli  jpms  amictifp  to  be 
i}earen  apwn  wirh  a*  bowl.    JoRN'soif.! 

—  to  fiay  at  loggats  'voith  Um  ?— ]  ThU  is  a  gaihe  j»ifly\^  ia 
feverd  parts' of  England  even  at  this  time.  A  ilake  is  fixed:  intb 
ttegrcrand;  thofc  who  play<,  tbrow  U^ats  at  it,  aod  he' that  b 
'neareft  the  flake,  wins :  I  have Tech  it  played  in  diifcrerit  tdtriiti^ 
'at  their  fhcep-fheering  fcafts,  where  the  winner  was  etttifilcd  to  a 
J)lack  fleece,  which  he  afterwards  prefentedtothe  farmer's  maid  to 
fpiQ  for  the  purpofe  of  making  a  petricgar^  and  on  condition  that 
%e  knelt  down  on  the  fleece  to  be  kiflTed  by  all  the  ruflicka  prefeot^ 

•  SoBen  JohfoH,  7i/ee/^^T«^,  Ad4.  Sc.  6.'  .   —    - 

"  Now  are  they  toffing  his  legs  and  fltncis, 
**  Like  hggdts  at  a  'pear-tree.      ' 
So  in  an  old  collection  ol^  epigrams,  ratires,v&c. 
^  Toplay  at  A^tf/j,  nine  holes,  or  ten  pitrnes.** 
Again,  In  Decker's  If  this  he  not  a  ^ood  ^U^y  the  iZWi/  is  fu  it^ 
1612:  '     '        **  — tw©  hundred  crowns ! 
'    '       ",  IVe  loft  as  mu^h  at  loggats  J* 

It  is  one  of  ihe  unlawful  games  enumerated  in  the  fliatute  of 
:33  of  Hen.  VIII.    Steevens.  ^ 

*  ^  For  fuch  aguejl  is  mci,'\    Thus  in  the  original. 

ji pick'Oxe  and  a  Jpatk^  ''  .       ' 

And  eke  d  Jbrov^ming  fuect  y 
A  houfe  of  clay  for  to  be  made'y 

For  Jitch  a gueji  mofi  meet*    StEEVENS. 
*  ^iddltsy  &c.]  i.  e.  fubtilties.'    So^  in  iSoUmdn  and  Perfidf^i 
'*  I  am  wife,  hut  quiddits  will  not  ^nfwef  death.** 
'^gaio,  in  Bam^AUey^  or  Sferry  Tricks^  i6i  i  : 
*';  '      »«  Nay,  good  Sir  Throat,  forbear  your  ^^/Zt/j  now.*** 

*  ■  '^■"  •,    ■  ^      -■    ■'  /  SteeVens, 

him 
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I^im  abou]:  the  fconce  ^  mth  a  dirty  fhovel,  ^nd  wilt 
not  tell  him  of  his  adion  of  battery  i  Hum  i  Tbht 
fellow  might  be  in*s  time  a  great  buyer  of  land,  with 
his  ftatutes,  his  recognizances,  his  fuieSs  his  double 
vouchers,  his  recoveries :  Is  this  the  fine  of  his  fines  ^, 
and  the  recovery  of  his  recoveries,  ro  have  his  fine 
pate  full  of  fiile  dirt  ?  will  his  vouchers  vouch  him 
ho  more  of  his  purchaies^  and  double  ones  too^  than 
fhe  )^i}gth  and  breadth  of  a  pair  of  in(}f  ntqres  ?  The 
very  conveyances  of  his  lands  will  hardly  lie  iptbis 
box  \  and  muft  the  inheritor  himfelf  have  np  qiQr^  \ 
ha?-      ^'   ^  \    "  ■      :  --  •:  — -^  -    . 

Hor.  Not  a  jot  more,  my  lord. 
Ham.  Is  not  parchment;  made  of  iheep4kins  J 
Hor.  Ay,  my  lord,  and  of  calves-lkins  too* 
Ham.  They  are  Iheep,  and  calves,  wHich  feek  ou{ 

aflurance  in  that^     I  will  fpeak  to  this  fellow:— j 

|Whofe  grave's  this,  firrah  ? 

.    Clown.  Mine,  fir**— — 

:.  O,  a  pit  of  clay  for  to  he  mader^ 

For  fucb  a  guejl  is  meet. 

Ham.  I  think  it  be  thine,  indeed ;  for  thop  lf&, 
in't. 

Clown,  you  lie  out  on't,  fir,  and  therefore  it  is  not 
yours :  for  my  part,  I  do  not  lie  in't,  yet  it  is  mine.' 

•  ^.^the  fionct\  u  e.  the  heacj.    So,  in  Lilly's  AfoiZ'/rr  Bow^ie^ 

^594-  \       -.  .  ' 

*'  Laudo  ingenium,  I  like  thy  fconce^. 

Again,  in  Merry  Tricks^  oxRam-Alky^  i6i  i : 

"    '       I  fay  no  more, 

•*  But  'tis  within  this  fcorice  to  go  beyond  them.^, 

Steevens. 

7  Is  this  the  fine  of  his  finesy  and  the  recovery  of  his  r^co^rksy] 

Omitted' in  the  quarto$.     Steevens, 

*  —  aflurance  in  that.']  A  quibble  is  intended.  Deeds,  whi^ 
are  ufually,  written  on  parchment,  are  called  the  cominon  njfurakei 
qf  the  kingdom.    Malone.  '      •   •'  ^        ' 

a  H^t^* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PRiNpE  OF  DENMARK.     37$^ 

Jiam.  ThoU  doft  lie  in't,  to  be  m%  and  fay  it  is 
thine :  'tis  for  the  dead,  not  for  the  quick  ;  thcrc- 
Sfore  thou  ly'ft- 

Clown.  'Tis  a  quick  lie^  fir;  'twill  fiway  agaiUs 
from  me  to  you. 
*  '  ffam.  What  man  doft  ihou  dig  it  for  ? 

Qlown*  For  ito  ijian,  fir. 

Ham.  What  won^an  then  ? 

Qlown.  For  pone  neither. 

Ham.  Who  is  to  be  buried  in*t  ? 

Clown.  One,  that  \yas  a  woman  J  £txi  buf,  reft  her 
foul,  (he's  dead. 

Ham.  How  abfolute  the  knave  is.!  we  muft  (pealj. 
>  by  the  card,  or  equivocation  will  undo  us.  By  the 
lord^  Horatio,  thefe  three  years  I  have  taken  note, 
of  it ;  '  the  age  is  grown  fo  picked,  that  the  tot  of 
the  peafant  come?  fo  ijear  the  heel  of  the  courtier, 

^  ^^iy  the  card,—]    The  card  is  the  paper  on  which  the  dif- 
ferent points  of  the  compafs  were  defcribed.     To  ^Of^tbingly 
^he  card^  is,  to  do  it  ivitb  nice  obfervation.    Johnson.,  " 
*  So,  va  Macheth:' 

"  And  the  very  ports  they'blow,  &c. 

**  On  the  ihipraan's  card^    Steevens. 

»  —  the  age  is  grown  fo  picked,—]  So  /mart^  fo  Jbard,  fays 
Hanmer,  very  pro|)erly  ,•  but  there  was,  I  think,  about  that  time, 
^ficked  (hoe,  that  is,  ajhoe  with  d  long  pointed  toe,  in  fafliion,  to 
which  the  allufion  feems  Irkewife  to  be  made.  Every  man  now  is 
/mart;  ojfdeyppf  man  now  it  a  man  efjajbion.     Johnson. 

This  fafliion  of  wcarmg  (hoes  with  lon^  pointed  toe5  was  car- 
ried to  fuch  excefs  in  England,  that  it  was  rcftrained  at  laft  by 
proclamation  {o  loiig  ago  as  the  fifth  year  of  Edward  IV.  when  it 
vas  ordered,  «  that  the  beaks  or  pykes  of  ihoes  and  boots  ihould 
*J  not.jpafs  two  inches,  upon  pain  of  curfing  by  the  clergy,  an4 
«*  forfeiting  twenty  fhilHngs,  to  be  paid  one  noble  to  the  king, 
**  another  to  the  cordwainers  of  London,  and  the  third  to  the 
•f  chamber  of  London  ; — and  for  other  countries  and  towns  the 
**  like  order  was  taken. — Before  this  time,  and  fince  the  year  ijS*^ 
<«  the  pykes  of  (hoes  and  boots  were  of  fuch  lengtli,  that  they 
**  were  fain  to  be  tied  up  to  the  knees  with  chains  of  filver,  'ind 
f*  Iplt/ojr  at  Icafl  lyith  filke*^  lace$/*   Steevens, 

'■'.■■  ■  •'•  ^  •  -•'    -    ■■■  ■-'  ht 

i.'i 
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he  galls  bi$  kibc^i^How  long  liafl:  thout)een  a^vc- 
marker  ? 

Clown.  Of  all  the  d^ys  i'  the  year,  I  oame  to*t  that 
^tff^^t  <Air4allking  Hamlet  ovcreame  Fortihbr«is5, 
Ham.  How  long  is  that  fince  ? 
Clown.  Cannot  you  tell  that  ?  e-^ery  fool  can  tell 
that :  It  was  that  very  day  that  young  -Hamlel  ^s 
born  ;  he  that  is  mad,  and  fcnt  into  England.-         / 
Ham.  Ay,  marry,  why  was  he  fent  into  fingland-? 
Clown.  Why,  becaufe  he  was  mad ;  he  (bafl  jpe- 
I  c^tr  his  wits  ihfere ;  or,  if  he  4o^not,  'tis  n^  jgt^j 

matter  there. 
.  Ham.  Why? 

"  Clozion.  'Twill  not  be  fc^  in  hinj  fh?ip ;  there  th? 
inen  are  as  mad  as  be.         ' 
"^  Ham.  How  came  be  mad  ? 
^  Clowp,  Very  ftrangely,  they  fey. 
Ham.  How  ftrangely  ? 
Chivn.  *F^ith,  e'en  with  iolfng  his^its* 
Ham.^  Upon  what  ground  ? 
Clown.  Why,  here  in   Denmark:   I    have  becR 
fexton  here,  man,  ^nd  boy,  thirty  years. 

Ham.^  How  long  will  a  man  lie  V  the  earth  ere  he 
rot?        '  \ 

.  Clown.  'Faith,  jf  he  be  not  rotten  befofe  he  difj, 
(as  we  have  many  pocky  corfes  now-a-days,  thar  will 
fcarce  hold  the  laying  in)  he  will  laft  you  fome  eight 
Year,  or  nine  year  :  a  tanner  will  laft  ydu  nine  year* 
.   Hai^.  Why  he  more  than  another? 

down.  Why,  fir,  his  hide  is  fo  t^n*d  with  Ms 
fratie,  that  he  will  keep  out  water  a  great  while ;  and 
your  water^is  a  fore  decayer  of  your  whorefon  dead 
body.  Here's  a  fcull  now  has  lain  you  i'  the  e^th 
tbree-and- twenty  years. 

Ham.  Whofe  was  it  ?  \ 

'  Clown.  A  whorefon  mad  fellow's  it  was;  Whofe 
<Jo  you  think  it  was? 

Ham.' 
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Ham.  Nay,  I  know  not. 

Clown.  A  peftiltnce  on  kim  for  »  mad  rogoe !  he 
pour'd  a  flaggon  of  Rhemffi  on  my  head  once.  This 
fame  ftuH,  fir«  was  Yorkk's  fcull,  the  king's  je^r. 

Baau  This? 

Clown.  E'en  that. 

Ham.  Alas,  poor. Yorick ! — ^I  knew  hin^  Horario; 
a  fellow  of  in&nite  jeft,  of  mod  excellent  fancy :  he 
hath  borne  me  oa  his  bac]|c  a  thoufand  times ;  and 
now,  how  abhorred  in  my  imagination  it  is !  my  gorge 
rifes  at  it.  Here  hung  thote  lips,  that  I  have  kifs*d 
I  know  not  how  oft.  Wlicre  be  your  gibes  now  ? 
your  gambols?  your  fongs?  your  flafhes  of  merri-' 
ment,  that  were  wont  to  fet  the  table  on  a  roar  ?  Net 
one  now,  to  mock  your  own  grinning?  quite  chap- 
fallen  ?  Now  get  you  to  my  lady*s  chamber  ',  and  tell 
her,  let  her  paint  an  inch  thick,  to  this  favour  fhe 
muft  come;  make  her  laugh  at  that. — Pr'ythee, 
Horatio,  tell  me  one  thing. 

Hor.  What's  that,  my  lord  ? 

Ham.  Doft  thou  think,  Alexander  look*d  o'  this 
fafhion  i'  the  earth  ? 

Hor.  E'en  fo.  .    . 

Ham.  And  fmelt  fo  ? .  pah ! 

Hor.  E'en  fo,  my  lord. 

Ham.  To  what  bafe  ufes  we  may  return,  Hor^tip! 
Why  may  not  imagination  trace  the  noble  duft  of 
Alexander,  'till  he  find  it  flopping  a  bung-hole  ? 

Hor.  'Twere  to  conGder toocurioufly,  to  confider  fo. 

Ham.  No,  'faith,  not  a  jot  j  but  to  follow  him 
thither  with  modcfty  enough,  and  likelihood  to  lead 
it:  As  thus;'  Alexander  died,  Alexander  was  buried, 
Alexander  returneth  to  duft ;  the  duft  is  earth ;  of 
earth  we  make  loam ;  And  why  of  that  loam,  whereto 
he  was  convened,  might  they  not  ftop  a  beer-  barrel? 

■  /!»y  Ar^*i  chamber,]     Thus  the  folio.    The  quartos  read— ^ 
my  lady's  fahle,  meaning,  I  fuppofc,  her  drejjing'tabk.    S t E  E  v e  N'sS . 

Imperial 
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Imperial  Csefar^  dead,  and  turo'd  to  clajr^ 
Might  flop  a  hole  to  keep  the  wind  away :      . 
O,  that  that  earth,  which  kept  the  world  in  awe,' 
.  Should  patch  a  wall. to  expel  the  ^  winter's  flaw ! 
But  foft !  but  foft,  afide; — Here  comes  the  king, 

£nter  King,  ^^^9  Lairtes,  the  corpfe  af  Opbeliai 
with  Lordi  and  Friefis  attending. 

The  queen,  the  courtiers  :  Who  is  this  they  folk^w? 
'And  with  fuch  '  maimed  rites  !  This  doth  betoken^ 
The  cdrfe,  they  follow,  did  with  dclpcratehand 
Fordp  its  own  life  4.    'Twas  of  s  fome  ciJatc : 
Couch  we  a  while,  and  mark. 

Laer.  What  ceremony  ejlc  ? 

Ham.  That  is  Laertes, 
A  very  noble  youth  :  Mark. 

Laer.  What  ceremony  elfe  ?   . 
' ,  «  Priefi.  Her  obfequies  have  been  as  far  enlarged 
As  we  have  warranty  :  Her  death  was  doubtful*. 
And,  but  that  great  command  o'erfways  the  order. 
She  fhould  in  ground  iinfandiify'd  have  lodg'd 
,  'Till  the  laft  trumpet  5  for  charitable  prayers. 
Shards,  flints,  and  pebbles,  fliould  be  thrown  on  her; 

*  -^  wifttn'sjiaw  f]    Winter's ^/^.  .  Johns o:^. 
So,  in  Marius  anJ  Syila  ft  ^qj^: 

"  —  no  doubt  this  llornfiy  Jtatv^  . 
**  That  Neptune  fent  to  caft  us  on  this  Ihore.'- 
The  quartos  read— to  expel  the  ^Mater^s  ilavv,     Ste evens. 
3     — maimed  rites ! — ]     Imperfect  obfequies.    Johnson. 

*  Fordo  its  cwH  life.]    To  fordo^  is  to  Undo,  to  atHroy,    So,  is 
Otbeih :  "  —  this  is  the  night 

"  That  either  makes  me  or  fordoes  roe  quite.'*  . 

Again,  in  AcoUtljus^  a  comedy,  1529:  **-^woJde  to  God  it 
hiight  be  leful  for  me  to  fordoo  myielf,  or  to  makb  an  ende  of 
mc!"    Steevens. 

*  -^fome  ejiate:^    Some  pcrfon  of  high  rank.     Johnson. 

,  •  Frieji.'\    Thii  Priejt  in  the  old  quarto  is  Ca)led  Doaor. 

Stebven*. 
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Yet  here  Ihe  is  7  allowed  her  virgin  crantrf^' 

Her  maiden  ftrcwments,  and  the  bringing  home 

« Of  bell  and  burial. 

Laer.'  Muft  there  no  more  be  done  ? 

Prieft.  No  more  be  done ; 
^e  fhould  profane  the  fervice  of  the  dead^ 
9  To  fing  a  requienty  and  fuch  reft  to  her 
As  to  peace- parted  fouls, 

Laer.  Lay  her  i'  the  earth ; — 
And  from  her  fair  and  unpolluted  flefli 
May  violets  fpring ! — ^I  tell  thee,  churlifh  pricft, 
A  miniftring  angel  ihall  my  fiffer  be. 
When  thou  licft  howling* 

Hum.  What,  the  fair  Ophelia ! 

^een.  Sweets  to  the  fwcet :  Fj^rewel ! 

[Scattering  flowers. 
I  hop'd,  thou  (houldft  have  been  my  Hamlet's  wife^ 
I  thought,  thy  bride-bed  to  have  decked,  fweet  siaid, 

*  — allffvSii  her  virgin  rites,]  The  old  quarto  reads  virgin 
crants,  evidently  corrupted  from  chants,  which  is  the  true  word* 
A  fpecific  rather  than  a  generic  term  being  here  required  to  anfwer 
to  maiden Jirrjjments*     Warburton, 

I  have  been  informed  by  an  anonympus  correfpondcnt,'  that  , 
crants  is  the  German  word  for  garlands^  and  I  fuppofe  it  was  re- 
tained by  us  from  the  Saxons.     To  carry  garlands  before  the  bier 
of  a  maiden,  and  to  hang  them  over  her  grave,  is  flill  the  pra^ic« 
in  rural  parifhes. 

Grants  therefore  was  the  original  word,  which  the  author,  di(^ 
covering  it  to  be  provincial,  and  perhaps  not  underAood,  changed 
to  a  term  more  intelligible,  but  lefs  proper.  Maiden  rites  give  no 
certain  or  definite  image.  He  might  have  put  maiden  wreaths^  or 
viaiden  garlands,  but  he  perhaps  bellowed  no  thought  upon  it, 
and  neither  genius  nor  pradice  will  always  fupply  a  haily  writer 
with  the  moft  proper  didlion.     Johnson. 

In  MinAew's  DiHlonaiy,  fee  Beades,  where  roff/en  krahts  means 
fertum  rofarium  \  and  fuch  is  the  name  of  a  charadter  in  this  play. 

.  TOLLET. 

•  (^  hell  and  hurialJ]  Burial^  here,  lignifies  interment  in  con- 
fecrated  ground.     Warettrton. 

^  ^0  Ms  ^  Requiemy — ]  A  Requiem  is  a  mafs  performed  in 
Popi(h  churches  lor  the  reft  of  the  foul  of  2  perion  deceafed. 
The  iolio  reads  — Hng  /age  requ icm.     S t  e  e  v  e  x\  s . 

And 
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And  not  have  ftrew'd  thy  gravfe. 

Laetr.  O,  tpcbie  wo* 
Fall  ten  tknes  treble  on  that  cwfed  head, 
Whofc  wicked. dfted  thy  niioft  ingenious  fenfe 
Deprived  tbee  of  l-^HoId  bff  the  tatth  a  whife; 
*Ti\\  I  hjve  caught  her'  once  more  in  mine  arms  i 

^  [Laeries  laps  into  the  pravt. 
Now  pile  your  duft  upon  the  q^iick  and  dead } 
*Tili  of  this  flat  a  motfnta'm  yoti  have  made. 
To  o^r-top  old  Pclioo-,  or  the  ftyilh  head 
Of  bluij  Oiympus* 

Ham.  \ad'i)anein^']    Whstt  is  he,  whofe  grief 
Bears  fuch  an  cmphafis  ?  whofe  phrafe  of  forrow 
Conjures  the  wandring  ilarsy  and  makes. them  Ibnd 
Like  wonder-woutodcd  h«arer«-?  thfe  is  I;       \        ^ 
,   .  [Hamkt  leaps  into  tbi  grlyoi 
ijamlet  the  Dane. 
:  i^er^  Thedevil  take  thy  fouH  {Graf^ngmthhitHf 

Ham.  Thoxx  pray*ft  not  welL 
I  pr'ythee,  take  thy  6oge;r5  frooi  my  tljro^t  i 
For,  though  I  am  not  i^knctivc  and  iafliy  :  n 

Yet  have  I  in  me  fon^ething  dangerous,   -  /  * 

Which  let  thy  wifdom  fear":  Hold  pfF'thj  baud,  , 
'"  Kin^.  Pluck  them  afunder*  '.\  . 

^een.  Hamkti  Harakt  I 

'  JIL  Gentlemen,-^* 

Her.  Good  my  lord,  be  quiets 

[Th  aStinddHti  peiti  tbdi 

Ham.  Why,  I  will  fight  with  him  upon  tfai^  themcj 
Until  my  eye-lids  will  no  longer  wag^ 

^€en.  O  my  fon !  what  theme  ? 

Ham.  I  lov^d  Ophelia ;  forty  chaufaod  brothers 
Could  not  with  all  their  quantity  of  love 
Make  up  my  fum,— ^What  wilt  thou  do  for  her.  J' 

,King.  O,  he  is  mad,  Laertes. 

'  M.  &c.]    This  19  reftonsid  from  the^uartos;    Steevsks/ 
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i.  For  lovt  of  God,  forbear  him; 
Ham.  Shew  me  what  thou'k  do  : 
Woo*t  weep?  woo't  fight?  wo6*t  falft?  woo^c  teif 

thyfelf? 
*  Woo'c  drink  up  £G1  ?  cat  a  trocbdile  ? 

rii 

*  mo*i  dnkk  tf/EAWi^mi  d  erdc^M  r)  THis  i^ord  has 
through  all  the  edidons  been  diftinguifhed  by  lulick  charadters,  a$ 
if  it  were  the  proper  name  of  fome  riirer ;  and  fo^  I  d<ire  fay,  all 
the  editors  have  from  time. to  time  underAooci  it  to  be.  Biit  then 
this  mud  be  foitie  river  in  t)etimark  ;  and  there  is  none  there  Co 
called }  nor  is  there  any  near  it  in  name,  that  I  know  of,  but  fjpli 
from  which  the  province  of  Over}'irel  derives  its  titljb  in  the  German 
Flanders.  Befides,  Hamlet  is  not  propofing^  any  impoJOTibilitles  td 
Laertes^  as  the  drinking  up  a  river  would  be  :  but  he  rather  feema 
lb  mean,  Wilt  thou  refolve  to  do  things  the  moil  (hocking  and  dif* 
tafleful  to  human  nature?  and,  behold,  I  am  as  refolutis.  I  am 
(erfuaded  the  poet  wrote : 

fPikdrifikufi  EKtl}  eat  a  crocodile  f 
Le,  Wilt  thou  fwallow  down  large  draughts  o(  ifine^drf  The 
propofition,  indeed,  is  not  very  grand :  but  the  doing  it  might 
be  as  diftaflefui  and  unfavoury,  as  eating  the  fieih  of  a  crocoMln 
And  now  there  is  neither  an  impodBbility,  nor  an  anticlimax :  and 
the  lownefs  of  the  idea  is  in  fome  meafure  removed  by  the  uncom* 
mon  term.  Theosajlj:). 
Hanmer  has. 

Wilt  dritA  ^'i^\]jt}  or  eat  a  crocodile  f 
Hamlet  certainl]^  meant  (for  he  fays  he  will  rant)  to  Jare  Lacrtiea 
to  attempt  any  thing,  however  difficult  or  uunatijral ;  and  might 
fafel}r  promile  to  feUow  the  example  his  anragonift  was  to  fet,  in 
oraning  the  channel  of  a  river,  or  trying  his  teeth  on  ah  ahima1| 
whofe  fcales  are  fuppofed  to  be  impenetrabie*  Had  dhakefpeare 
meant  to  make  Hamlet  fay—  H^ilt  thou  drink  vinegar^  he  probably, 
would  not  have  ufed  the  term  drink  up ;  which  means,  tataHy  to  tx* 
iaufl]  neither  is  that  challenge  very  magnificeiir,  which  only  pro^ 
irokes  sin  adverfary  to  hazard  a  fit  ot  the  heart-burp  or  the  colic. 

The  commentator^s  Tfel  would  fcrve  Hamlet's  turn  or  mine; 
This  river  is  twice  mentioned  by  Stowe,  p*  735.     *'  It  flandeth  a 
^ood  diHance  from  the  river  JJJell^  but  hath  a  fconce  on  ijfel  of 
incredible  ftrength*'* 
Again*  by  Drayton,  in  the  i4th  Song  of  his  PofyoJ^ions 

The  one  CPer  Ifelts  banks  the  ancient  Saxons  taught  % 

At  Over  IfcU  refts,  the  oiher  did  apply : 
And^  iii  AT.  Richard  11^  a  thought  in  part  the  fame,  occursi 
Aft  2,  8c.  2 :      **  -i-  the  talk  he  undertakes 

"  Is  nunibVinfi:  fands;  and  drinking  oceans  dry!^ 
Vol.  }fc  C«  But 
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ril  do't. rDoft  thdu  come  here  to  wiiine? 

To  out- face  me  with  leaping  in  her  grave  ? 
Bcburbd  quick  with  bcr,  and  fo  will  I: 
And,  if  thou  prate  of  mountains,  let  them  throw^ 
Millions  of  ^cres  qn  ys ;  'till  our  groiiod^ 
3ingeing  his  pate  againft  the  burning  zone» 
Mak^  O0a  like  a  wart  1  Nay^  an  tfapu'lt  nsoiuh, 
V\l  rant  as  Well  as  thou.. 

^een.  This  is  mere  madnefs  :  ' 

And  thus  a  while  the  fit  will  work  on  him; 
Anon,  as  patient  as. the  female  dove,  , 

3  When  that  her  golden  couplets  arc  diiipios'd,  ' 
His  filence  will  fit  drooping, 

Bi!^  m  an  old  Latin  account  a(  Denmark  anci  the  ndghhouringj 
provinces,  I  find  the  names  of  feveral  rivers  little  differing  fn)i3 
£/ilf  or  E/fill J  in  fpelling  orj)ronunciation.  Such  are  the  J^a.ih^ 
dcjii,^  and  fbme  others.  The  word,  like  many  niore,  may  indeed 
be  irrecoverably  corrupted  •  but,  I  muft  add,  that  po  authors  lateg 
than  Chaucer  or  Skelton  make  uFe  of  eyfd.  iox  vinegar:  norKy 
Shakefpeare  employed  it  in  any  other  of  his  plays.  The  poet 
might  have  viiritten  the  Weifel^  a  confiderable  river  which  falls  intd 
the  Baltic  ocean,  and  could  not  be  unkixown  to  any  'prince  cf 
i;)enmark.     Steevens. 

Mr.  Steeyens  appears  to  hare  forgot  our  aathbr's  iiith  fonnet: 
*'  I  will  drinke 

"Potions  oi  EyfcU,^  \ 

I  beKeve  it  has  riot  been  obferved  that  many  of  thefe  fonnets  as^ 
addrefled  to  his  beloved  nephew  Wr///^^«.  H^r/^.    Farmer. 

I  have  (ince  obferved,  that  Mandevik  has  the  fame  word. 

Steevews. 

»  When  that  her^oMen  ceufkts^']  We  fhould  read,  Etr  tbat-r 
for  it  is  the  patience  of  birdi,  during  the  time  of  incubation,  that 
is  here  Jpoken  of.  The  pigeon  geneially  fits  upon  two  eggs'; 
and  her  young,  when  firll  difclofed,  are  covered  wit"h  a  ycllosT 
down.  WarburtoiV. 
•    Perhaps  it  (hould  be,  * 

Ere  yet  ■ 
TTei  and  that  are  eafily  confounded.     Johwson. 

To  Ji/clo/e  was  anciently  ufed  for  to  hatch,  So,  in  the  Book  (f 
Huntyng^  Haukingy  Fyjhyng^  &c.  bl.  I.  no  date  :  **  Firil  they,  bctf 
cgcs;  and  after  they  beci  dljchfed^  haukes ;  and  commonly  gof* 
haukcs  ben  d'lf^hjed^  fone  as  the  chou^hc*.**  -Toixclude  is  tfife 

-  -    '    •  .    tfc]^ 
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Ham.  F^ear  yoU,  fir ; 
^hu  i^  th^  tcafoft  that  you  ufe  me  thus  ? 
I  lov*d  you  tver :  But  k  is  no  matter ; 
Let  Hercules  himfelf  do  what  he  mayj 
The  cat  will  mew,  and  dog  will  have  his  day,  [^kxtfi 
'  Kittg.  I  pray  thee,  good  Horatio,  wait  iapon  him.— ^ 
'         •  ^   '  *  [^Exit  Hon 

Sttengthcn  your  patience  in  our  lafi  night's  fpecch ; 

[To  Laertai 
W^ll  put  the  matter  to  the.prefent  pu(h. — 
(pood  Gcrtqide,  fee  fome  watch  over  your  Ion.— ^    . 
Thi$  graw  Ihall  have  a  living  monumcnC : 
An  hour  of  quiet  Ihortly  4  (hall  we  fee  ; 
Till  thea  in  patience  our  proceeding  bci    ^ExeufUk 


5   C    fe    N    %      It 

4>  ball  in  ih  palace^ 
£nter  Hamlet ^  and  tibratid. 

fiatri^  ,S0^;ml3ch  for  this,  fir :  nov^^  (hall  you  feft 
!  tihc  other  ;— 

I    You  do  remertiber  all  the  Circumftanc^  ? 

Hor.  Renlembcr  it,  my  lord  ! 

Hiam.  Sir,  in  my  htart  there  was  a  kind  (tf  fight* 

tcclinical  tefn^  at  preftnt;  I  bclievfe  neither  cditimentator  hai 
rightly  explainqd  this  imzfge.  DUfiug  three  days  after  the  pigeoii 
has  hatfched  her  couplets  (Tor  (he  lays  no  more  than  /uv  eggs),  ihc 
tevcr  quit$  h^'ncft,  except  for  a  few  ilioments  in  qucli  i>i  a  little 
food  for  herielf ;  as  all  her  young  require  in  that  early  ilare^  u  to  ht 
kept  warm^  an  office  which  (he  iiever  entrufls  to  the  male« 

StXEVENSi 

4  — Jboriy]    The  fccotid  aftd  third  quartos  read,  ibfT^.    Per** 
luqpttightly«    St££V£Ns. 

C  c  2  That 
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388  HAMLET, 

That  would  not  let  mc  fleep  i  mcthought,  I  lay 
Worfc  than  the  5  murines  in  the  bilboes.     ^  Ralbljr, 
And  prais'd  be  rafhnefs  for  it — Let  us  know. 

Our 

^  »  —  mutincs  /« t&e  Bilhes.]  Mutims^  the  Fieoch  word  /orfedl- 
tious  or  difobcdicnt  fellows  in  the  army  or  fleet.  SiWoes^  Acjii/s 
prifoH.    Johnson. 

The  lilhMs  IS  a  bar  of  iron  with  fetters  ati- 
oexed  to  it»  by  which  mutinous  or  diforderly 
fatlors  were  anciehtly,  linked  together.  The 
word  is  derived  from  BilbM^  a  phce  in  Spain 
where  inftruments  of  flcel  were  fabricated  in 
the  utmoft  peri^e<flion.  To  underlland  Shake- 
fpeare's  alludon  completely,  it  fliould  be 
known,  that  as  thefc  fitters  conned^  the  legs 
6f^hc  offenders  very  dofe  together,  their  at- 
tempts to  reft  mud  be  as  fruirlefs  as  thofe  of 
Hamlet^  in  whofe  mind  there  was  a  kind  of 
fighting  that  'would  not  let  him  Jleep*  Every 
motion  of  one  muil  difturb  his  partner  in  con* 
finement.  The  hiihoes  are  dill  (hewn  in  the 
Tower  of  London,  among  the  other  fpoils  of 
the  Spanifh  Armada.  The  following  b  the 
figure  of  them.    Steevens, 


And  praised  he  rajhnefs  for  it'^Lets  us  know^ 
Our  indifcretion  foimtif»^i  firtfes  us  .iwi/, 
When^  &c.]     The  fenfc  in  this  reading  is.  Our  rajhnefs  lets « 
know  that  our  indifiretion  firues  us  vcelly  when^  bcc.     But  this  couW 
never  be  Shakefpeare*s  fcnie.     We  (houki  read  and  point  dius: 

Rafifnefs 

(And praised  he  rq/hnrfs  for  it)  lets  us  in^w; 
Or  indifcretion  fhmetimes  ferves  us  ixrU^ 
ffljen^  &c.]   /.  e.  Rafhnefs  acquaints  us  With  what  we  cat* 
not  penetrate  to  by  plots.     Warburton. 
Both  my  copies  read, 
'  RaAily, 


A»dfrait*d  he  rajhnefs  for  if^  let  us  how. 
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Our  indifcretion  fomctime  fcrvcs  us  well. 

When  our  deep  plots  do  fail :  and  that  (hould  teach 

us. 
There's  a  divinity  that  (hapes  our  ends, 
Rough-hew  them  how  we  will. 

Hor.  That  is  mod:  certain* 

Ham.  Up  from  my  cabin,    . 
My  fea-go\vn  fcarf  d  about  me,  in  the  dark 
Grop'd  I  to  find  out  them  :  had  my  defire; 
Fingered  their  packet  j  and,.ia  fine,  withdrew 
To  mipe  own  room  again  :  making  fo  bold. 
My  fears  forgetting  manners,  to  unfeal 
Their  grand  commiflion ;  where  I  founds  Horatio, 
^A  royal  knavery  5  an  exaft  command,—  - 
Larded  with  many  fevcral  forts  of  reafons. 
Importing  Denmark's  health,  and  England's  roo, 
1  With,  ho !  fuch  bugs  and  goblins  in  my  life,— 

Hamkt,  delivering  an  accouDl  ^  hit  efeape,  b^ins  with  Kiliying, 
Tbac  he  rajhfy  ■  »  and  then  ts  carried  into  a  refita^on^  upon  the 
weaknefs  of  human  wifibm*  I  ra&ly— -^praifcd  be/faO^nefs  for 
it— — £r/  US  not  think  thefe  events  ca'fual^  box  let, m  kjfovii,  that  is, 
take  notice  and  remember ^  that  we  fometimes  fucceed  by  indifcretion^ 
when  we  ^/ail  by  deepfibts^  and  infer  the  per})etual  fuperintendance 
and  agency  of  the  Divinity, .  The  obfervation  is  juA,  and  will  be 
alk>wed  b]|^  every  human  being  who  ihall  refled  on  the  courfe  of 
his  own  lite.    Joh  nson. 

This  paifage,  I  think,  (hould  be  thus  di(lributed.-«-^RaihIy 
^And  praisM  lieraihnefs,  for  ic  lets  us  know, 
Our  indiicretion  fometimes  lenres  us  well. 
When  our  deep  plots  do  fail ;  and  that.fhould  teach  ns, 
There's  a  divinity  that  ihapes  our  ends^ 
Rough  hew  them  how  we  will  ;-— 
Hot.  That  is  moft  certain.— ) 

Ham.  Up  from  my  cabin,  &&     So  that  rafily  may  be  joined  in 
eonilfu^ion  with  in  the  dark  grofdl  to  find  mt  them.  Tvrwh  i  tt. 
1  With  J  hoi  fuch  hugs  and  gmtm  in  m^  /f^;J     With  fuch  caufes 
tfttrroTy  riling  firom  my  charter  and  defigns.    Joh  n s o n  . 

A  hug  was  no  lefs  a  terrific  being  than  a  goblin.  So,  in  Spenfcr's 
Faery  tiuten^  B.  a.  c.  3  : 

"  As  ghaftly  hug  their  haire  on  end  docs  reare.** 
We  call  it  ai  prefenc  a  lugbear^    Steevens. 

C  c  3  That, 
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That,  on  the  fupervize,  ^  tto  leifurfe  bftt^d; 
!No,  not  to  ftay  the  grihdmo;  of  the;aXe, 
^y  head  fhould  be  ft  ruck  off. 

Hor.  Is'c  poffible? 

Ham^  Here's  the  comfniflion  5  read  it  lit  more  lei- 
fure. 
Bpt  wilt  thou  hear  now  how  I  did  proceed? 

Hor.  Ay  'befeech  yqu. 

Ham.  9  Being  thus  benetted  round  with  vilia|iifs> 
pre  I  could  make  a  prologue  to  my  brains. 
They  bad  begun  the  play  j— I  fat  me  down; 
pevisM,  a  new  comniiffion  5  wrote  it  fair : 

'  --^ftf  ki/ure  b^ted,]  Sated^  for  alhraxd.     To  aiat£y  figniUcfio 
^du^ ;  this  dedudion,  when  applied  to  the  perfan  in  whofc  favour 
It  is  nude,  is  called  an  iilUwaxte,    Heace  he  takes  the  Ubcr^  of 
\i&ng  ^atfid  for  allowed.     War  burton. 
?  Joeing  thus  hehetted  round  VDith  villains, 
JEre  I  could  make  a  prologue  to  «y  brains^ 
They,  bad  kegiin.  the  pio!^  :--r^     The  fecond  Slid  is  t^iSs&^ 
^hp  whole  fhould  be  read  d^s : 

Beit^  thus  henemd  round 'ujith  miJlains^,  . 
JEre  I  could  mark  the  proiogue  to  t^  batie^ 
%hey  had  begun  the  play* 
i.  e.  they  begun  to  oB^  to.  aiy  deihuftion,  before'  I  knew  ttow 
v^as  a  jA^  towards.     Kre  1  couid  mark  thepro^gwe.    For  it  appears 
by  tvhat  he  fays  of  \C\%  forehoding^  tjjat  it  was  th^t  only,  and  not  toy 
apparent  mark  of  villainy,  which  fet  him  upon  jf«^fr//5g-  their padik 
ILre  I  coiddmake  the  prologue^  is   abfurd :    both,   as  he  had  no 
thoughts  of  playing  them  a  trick  till  they  had  played  •him  one; 
^nd  begaufe  his  counterplot  could  not  b(^  called  a /r<^/0^ft^  to  tbeuf 

pUt.     .WARatlRTON. 

'  In  my  opinion  na  alteration  is  neccflary.  Hamlet  is  telling 
how  luckily  every  thini;  fdl  out ;  he  groped  out  their ^coromiflion 
in  the  dark  vvithout  vvaking  iher»  j  he  louiid  himfelf  dponrtrf  to 
immediate  deihuftion.  Something  was  to  be  done  for.  his  pre* 
.  fervttion,  An^gxpeditnt  occurred,  not  produced  by  the  compambn 
pf  one  method*^  with  another,  or  by  a  regular  dedaj6Hon  of  coofe* 
quences  but  before  he  could  imhe  aproUmu  to  his  hrainSy  ^e^  M 
iegun  the  play.  Be&re  he  could  fMmmon  his  faculties,  and  propofe 
to  hianfelf  what  (bould  be  done,  a  complete  fchenie  of  adio|i  pEe« 
fen  led  itfelf  to  him.  His  mind  operated  before  he  had  excitea  it« 
^ais  appeal's  to  pie  to  be  the  meaning*    John  soar* 

s  .    ^     "  J  once 
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I  once  did  hold  it,  '  as  cur  ftatifts  do, 
A  l^fenefs  to  write  fair,  and  laboured  much 
How  to  forget  that  learning ;  but,  fir,  now 
It  did  me  *  yeoman's  fervice  :  Wilt  thou  know 
The  cflfedt  of  what  I  wrote  ? 

Hor.  Ay,  good  my  lord. 

Ham.  An  earneft  conjuration  from  the  king,— 
As  England  was  his  faithful  tributary  ; 
As  love  between  them  like  the  palm  might  flourilh, 
^  As  peace  Ihould  ftill  her  wheaten  garland  wear, 
And  uand  a  cbthiha  'tween  their  amities  ; 

And 

*  —  as  our  flatifts  //^,]  KJlatifi  is  ^Jlat'efman*  So,  in  Shirley** 
Humorous  Courtier^  1640 :  '  « 

**  —  that  he  is  wife,  zjlailflr 
Again,  in  Ben  Jonfon's  Magnetic  Lady :  '        '  -    - 

"  Will  fcrew  you  out  a  fecrct  ft6m  ^Jhttifi.**  Stievens, 
:  *  ^^yeomaf^sfir^^ :]  '  The  racattingj  I  believe,  is,  TtUytonmnly 
^alijication  was  a  Tnoft  vfeful  ftrvani^  or  yeoman^  to  tHe\  i.  e.  did  me 
eminent  femce.  The  ancient  j);fcw«i  were  famous  for  their  mili- 
hs^  valoor.  Thefe  were  the  good  arc^hef»  in  times  paft  (fays  Sir 
lliomaB  Smith);  and  the  flable  troop  of  footmen  that  «ffta^  ^ 
Fraiicc/'    8te evens. 

^  As  peace  fljoM  fliil  her  Kjuheattn  garland  wear^ 

•  AndJtttndaQ&iXi\x[7i*tnjixentheiramittes{]  Peace  is  here  pro- 
ycAy  and  finely  perlbnaHzed  as  the  g<$dder6  of  good  league  and 
iriejidihip  ;  ani  very  claffically  dreiled  out*     Ovid  fcys. 

Fax  Cfrtrem  nutrit^  pacts  alunma  Ceres* 
And  TibuUusy    .  .*  - 

At  nohisy  pax  alma  !  vent^  fplcamque  feneto, 
BqHKc  placing  lier  as  a  cofkmd^  or  ftdp,  between  the  amiites  of  two 
kingdoms,  niakes^her  rather  Itaad  like  a  cypher.    The  poet  with- 
oot^ubt  wrote  i 

<  'And^fiatfd  ^  eototntve 'twem  (mr  arnttici. 

The  term  is  taken  from  a  trafficker  in  love,  who  brings  people  to- 
getlier,  a  procu^efs.  Aad  this  i^^^k  is  wetl  appropriated  t6  tile  fati- 
«ricd.turn  which  the  fjpeaker  gives  to  this  wicked  adjuration  of  the 
,kkg^  who  WtoOWiay  the  foundation  of  the  pieace  of  the  two  king- 
idoms  in  the  bh  od  of  the  heir  df  one  of  them.  Periers^  in  his 
novels,  ufes  the-  word  ccmmere  to  fignify  a  (he- friend.  Auns  fix 
igm,  ehacun  tme  commere.  And  Ben  Jonfon,  in  his  DeviPs  an  Afs^ 
'Cnglilhes  the  w<)rd  by  ^  middling  g0j^ 

Or  nk'bat  doyou  fay  to  a  middling  goflip 

To  hrifig you  together  ^    Warburton, 

C  c  4  *         Hanmcr 
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^nd  many  fuch  like  4  as's  of  great  cJ)arge,-*T- 
Xhat,  on  the  view  and  knowing  of  thcfe  contents, 
Without  debatement  further,  niorc,  or  left. 
He  (hpuld  the  bearers  put  to  ludden  death, 
Not  (hriving  time  allowed. 

Hor.  How  was  this  fcaFd  ? 

Ham^  Why,  even  in  that  was  heaven  or^in^ntj 
I  had  my  fatfjer*;?  Ggpet  in  my  purfe. 
Which  wa5  thp  modj:!  of  that  Panifh  feal: 
Folded  the  writ  up  in  form  of  the  other ; 
iSubfcrib'd  it ;  gave 't  the  imprefljon  ;  plac'd  it  fafcl/fc 
^  The  changeling  never  known  :  Now,  the  next  day 
Was  our  fea-fight;  and  what  tp  this  was  fequcnt 
Thou  knovy'ft  alregfdy, 

jEIaniner  readi^ 

I  am  again  ipcUned  to  vindicate  the  old  reading.  Tbat  'the 
Kord  commere  is  Frenchy  will  not  be  denied ;  but  when  or  where 
was  it  En^lidi? 

The  cxpreflRon  of  our  s^uthor  i«,  like  many  of  his  phrafof)  f«f* 
iiciently  coQjdrained  and  affe£led,  but  it  is  not  incapable  of  opla* 
nation.  The  comma  is  the  note  of  comuWon  and  continuitv  of 
ifentences ;  the  period  is  the  note  of  Eruption  and  disjuo&on. 
Shakefpeare  bad  it  perhaps  in  his  mind  to  write^  That  unle6  Eng- 
land complied  with  the  mandate,  w^r  JkofiU  put  a  pcti^  to  ikir 
amity;  heajtered  bis  mode  of  diiSkion,  and  thought  that,  b  an  opr 
polite  fenie^  he  might  put,  that  Peoicejboiildjlauda  comma  ktwit» 
their  ^mitifj.  This  is  not  an  eafy  iftile ;  but  is  it  not  the  fiik  of 
jBhakcfpeare  B     Johnsqn. 

.  *  —  as^i^  of  great  charge^']  u|^^  heavily  loaAd.  A  quibble  is 
intended  between  as  the  cpnditiQnal  particle,  and  a^  the  beaft  of 
burthen.  '  That  r^^/^V  anciently  ligniiied  iS^^r^Sri/,  may  be  proved 
from  the  following  paiTagp  in  the  ffldow^s  Tiarsp  by  ChapmaOf 
.|6ii: 

*f  Thou  rouft  be  the  ^  charged  v^hb  croftmf  to  make  way  " 

Johnson* 
Sha]cefpeare  ha^  fo  many  quibble?  of  his  own  to  anfwer  foN 
^hat  there  ar^thpfe  who  think  it  hard  hefhould  be  charged  with 
pthers  which  he  never  thought  of.  St ee yens. 
.  ?  7^f  changeling  Tuver  known  :r— ]  A  cbangoUng  is  a  ebtld^\iA 
the  fairies  are  fuppofed  to  leave  in  the  room  of  that  which  tb^ 
iji^al.    Johnson. 

'   ' ■  •  m 
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Jior.  So  Guildenftern  and  Rofencrantz  go  to*c. 

Ham,  Why,  man  ^»  they  did  make  love  to  this 
employment ; 
They  are  not  near  my  confcience ;  their  defeat 
7  Doth  by  their  own  infmiiation  grow : 
'Tis  dangerous,  when  the  bafer  nature  comes 
Between  the  pafs  and  fell  incenfed  points 
Of  mighty  oppofites. 

Hot,  Why,  what  a  king  is  this ! 

Ham.  Does  it  not^   think  thee^  ftand   me  now 
'     upon  ? 
He  that  hath  kiil'd  toy  king,  and  whor'd  my  mother; 
Popt  in  between  the  eledion  and  my  hopes; 
Thrown  out  his  angle  for  my  proper  life. 
And  with  fuch  cozenage  \  is't  not  perfeft  confcience, 
<  To  quit  him  with  this  arm  ?  and  is't  not  to  be 

damn'd. 
To  let  this  canker  of  our  nature  come 
In  further  evil  ? 

Hor.  It  muft   be  fliortly  known  to  him  from 
England, 
What  is  the  iflue  of  the  bufinefs  there. 

Ham.  It  will  be  (hort ;  the  interim  is  mine ; 
And  a  man's  life's  no  more  than  to  fay,  one. 
But  I  am  very  forry,  good  Horatio, 
That  to  Laertes  I  forgot  myfelf ; 
For  by  the  image  of  my  caufe,  I  fee 
'yhc  portraiture  of  his :  V\\  count  his  favours  » : 

^  Why^  jnan^  &c.]    This  line  is  omitted  in  the  auattos." 

STEEVtKS. 

^  lio$b  hy  their  pnm  infinuadon  ^<0W  .•]  Injimuttim^  for  corrupt 
.pbtruding  rfreip^^lv^  iato  his  fervice.  .  Warbu&ton. 

!  To  fuit  him^    To  lequite  him ;  to  pay  him  his  due. 

Johns  oir« 
This  paifage^  as  w^l  af  the  ihree  following  fpeeches,  is  not  in 
.  the  quartos.    SteevEns. 

•  m  Qoxanx  hisfavom-s:']  Thus  thfB  fplio*  Mr.  Rowe  firfl: 
in^e  tKp  2|Iteratipn,  which  is  ynneceflary.  Ill  coma  his  favours 
ihr^I 'ivili  maii  account  of  them,  i.  e.  reckit  vpfm  thtm^  value  them. 

St££.VSK8. 

But, 
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Bur,  fufe,  the  braver^y  *f^  hh  gt^ief  did  piit  Ac     *« 

Her.  Peace ;  who  comes  hctt  ? 

Of.  Your  lordfhip  i§  right  w^ebrfae  b4fck  f6  Dciv. 
nfiark.*  '  '     '.  ; 

Ham.  I  humbly  thank  you,'  fir,— «Doft  Icnovf 
this  \yate/-fly  ? 
'' /for.  N<:y,  my  good  l6rd.     '     •  -:- 

//tfw.  Thy.  Hate  is  the  more  gradous  •  for  'tis  a 
vice  tO'kn6w  hifli'i  l^e  hath  riiuch'lahd,  and  fertile: 
let  a  bead:  be  lolrd'  6f;beafts^  and  his  crib  (halt.fta^ 
at;the-k!n^*s  ttiefs:  **Tii  i  chough  j  bMt,  aslfay, 
fpldou^  in  the  pofleflion  o^  dirt.;;  '  '   \ 

'    C^/  Stvdetibt'd;  if  ydur  lordffhip  were  at  leifure, 
I  (hould  hupart  a  thing  to  you  fr6m  his  majcfty.  .» 

Ham.  I  wift  Tecfe'rve  It,  lir,  ^it*h  ^11  diHgenc^of 
fpirk :  Put  your  bonnet  to  his  jight  ufc  5  ^ti^-  ^r 

Theheitr/  * '  '  -  •   •  ''  ;;;  * 

Ofr.  I  thank  your  lordfhip,.  *tis  vert  hot. 

Ham.'No^  believe  rne^  *tis  ycfy  cold  5  the  wind  is 
nortlfefly.  *^    ;   , 

Ofr.  It  is  indifferent  cold,  my  lord,  indeed. 

Hafh.  ^  But  yfct,  methinks,  it  Is  very  fultry  aqd 
hot;  or  my  conipl^ion 4-—  .    .     .  .  , 

'  0/^.  Exceedingly,  my  lord ;  lit  is  very  faltry,—  as 
•twel'e,^^!  cannot  tell  how.— My  lord, '  his 'ihajelty 

.tf  ';£•  ^    0  .'    r  :    '    •  '     -^    li    *      .]."•'      ,..  .  .     .    * 

,  -  '*  i^'iBi^  knavi}  this  ivater-^  ?]     A  nvater-jy    fkips   up  and 

*AMriicg|»rt  thefirffiifceibf.  the  (Vaftef,  WifftfofCft  any  ii j|»it^iH  l)ur- 

pofe  or  reafbo;  And  is  t^nce  the  pr^f  ^Mibtem  of  a  btffy  iM^> 

,.  *  »'VH^|/  is  a  chough  I — ]     A  kind  of  jackdaw.     Johnson. 
:  ,^...BuAJtt^  m^hMSf  it'tsviny  fulff^i  M:.}'   PfarfiM  i»  h*re  play- 
ing  over  the  fame  farce  w;ith  Ofrick,  wBich  be  had  formerly  dbilc 
: iiRJith  Pobnhk.    SrrEEv^iJs.  ■    '      "* 

;    .4  ^arim  corhploxfen;]     Tb^-  Mo  're&d— "^/hiy  coi*- 
picaiion."-  OTBEy^wtr  -  t         -     ■      '•  -•  '    -    -  •'• 

-'--  bade 
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iMide  me  fignify  to  you,  that  be^has  laid  a  great  Wager 
on  your  head  :  Sir,  this  is  the  matter,-*- 

Ham.  I  befeech  you,  reAiember— 

[Hamlet  moves  him  Jo  put  on  Us  ba^4 

Ofr.  Nay,  good  my  lord  \  for  my  cafe  5,  in  good 
fctttlu-^SirS  here  is  newly  come  to  courtv  Laertes  1 
believe  me,  an  abfolute  gentleman,  7  full  of  moft 
excellent  diiFcrcn'ces,  of  very  foft  focitty,  and  gifeat 
flievging :  Indeed,  to  fpe^k  feelmgly  *  of  him,  be  is 
9 the  card  or  cakhdar  of  gentry;  'for  you  (hall 
find  in  him  the  continent  of  what  part  a  genxlemaa 
Wald  fee.        ' 

Ham.  *  Sir,  his  •definement  TufFers  no  perdition  in 
^bu  ;^^though,  I  know,  to  divide  him  inventoriallyy 

:«  "  Nay,  in  good  faith-"-:^  fmns  laajH^  This  feems  to  bas« 
t)een  the  atfe6ied  phrafe  of  the  time. — Thus  in  JM^Jion^s  Makcoth 
S£nt^  •'  :I  beleech  you,  fir,  be  covered." — **  No,  in  good  faith  for 
nvy  eafe,^'  And  in  other  places.  Fa^mrr, 
.  *  iS/r,  &€•]  The  folio  omits  this  and  the  following  fourteen 
Speeches ;  a,nd  in  their  phce  fubftitutea.  otvly,  f <  Sir,  you  are-noc 
ignorant  of  what  excellence  Laertes  is  at  his  weapon."  . 

Steevens. 
"9  ^r^full  of  mofi  ^xcelU^  differences^-^]     Pull  jof  dijiingui/bing 
excellencies.'    Johnson. 
'     *  -^fpeali  feeiini^y]     The  firft  qooito-  reads,  fellingly. 

STSEV.££f$. 

..  •  ''^ the  card  or  calendar  cf  genfry  i^r^l  The  general  preceptor 
.0f  elegance  i  the  card  by  which  a  gentleman  is  tp  dire6t  his  courfS ; 
.the  calendar  by  which  he  is  to  choofe  his  tihie,  that  what  h^  docs 
nay  be  both  excellent  ai.d  feafonabfe.    'Jqjimson. 

*  — for  youjbjall  find  in  him  the  conitiunt  cf  ^ojhat  fart  a.gtntU* 
jM»  'uooutdjce.']  Ton  Jball  find  him  comainingstund  coftipriUng  orery 
^iw/rVy,  which  Agenikfttan  WQuld  defire  to  conien^tg  for  imitation. 
.)  know  not  .but  it  (hould  be  read,  TouJbaUfiud  him  the  continent. 

-  Johnson* 

^  &>,  his  definement\  &c]    This  is ^  defiga^  as  a  ipedmeh, 

:An4l^icule  of  the  coun-jargop  amongft.  the /rvrimv  pi  tnat  time. 

Thft  fenfe  in  Engliih  is^  ^^  Sir,  he.  fuffisrs  nothing  in. ^pur  ac« 

4  f ^  toont  of  him^  though  to  eaumf  rate  his  good  qualities  parti- 

H  cularly  wo(!Hd  be  endiefs ;  yet  wheo  we  had  done  pur  be(l»  iK 

/f  M^ImU  ilili  cqone,  ftiort  of  him.    However,  in  firi^neis  of  truth, 

ff  hfr  is  a  0vat  j^easttSy  tad  of  a  cMradter  is^  raiely  to  be  met 

••  with, 
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would  dizzy  the  arithmetic  of  memory ;  *  and  yet 
but  raw  neither,  in  refped  of  his  qutick  fail.  But,  in 
the  verity  of  extolmcnt,  I  take  hitn  to  be  4  a  faal.Qf 
great  article ;  and  his  infufion  5  of  fuch  dearth  and 
rarenefs,  as,  to  make  true  didion  of  him,  bia  fem- 
blable  is  his  mirrour  i  and,  who  dfe  would  trace  him, 
bis  umbrage,  nothing  more. 

0/r.  Your  lordibipfpeaks  moft  infallibly  of  hira. . 

Ham.  The  concernancy,  fir  ?    why  do  we  wrap 
the  gentleman  in  our  more  rawer  breath  i 
,'    Ofr.  Sir? 

Hor.  ^  Is*t  not  poflible  to  underftand  in  another 
tongue  ?  You  will  do't,  fir,  really* 
'    Ham.  What  imports  the  nomination  of  this  gentl(^ 
mJ»n? 

'**•  wirti,  that  to  find  any  thing  like  him  wc  rauft  look  into  Vis 
**  mirrour,  and  his  imitators  will  appear  no  more  than  his  ihadows." 
' -'^  '     :■  ;     /  Warbvrtok. 

3  —  andyet  hui  raw  neither^    Wc  fliould  readjTow. 

Warburton, 
'  I  believe  raw  to  be  the  right  word ;  it  is  a  word  of  great  htl« 
tude ;  ravj  lignifics  ufrrtpe^  immaiure^  thence  mfmne^  tmperfi9y 
nnfiiffuU  The  beft  account  of  him  would  be  imperfcH^  in  refpe^ 
ot  his  quick  fail.    The  phrafe  quick  fail  was,  I  fuppofe,  a  pro^ 

*  Verbial  term  for  aBivity  ofrmntU    Johnson. 

4  — ;,  joul  fff  gnat   article  j-^]    Thitf   is   obfcure.    I  once 
thoiTght  it  might  have  been,  a  fiul  of  great  altitude  i  but,  I  iup- 

'  pofe,  afoul  of  great  article^  means  afoul  ofhr^  comprehenfion,  of 
many  contents ;  the  particulars  of  an  inventory  arc  called  artickh 

-  JOHNSOK. 

5  of  fuch  dearth — ]     Dearth  \$  deamefsy  value,  price.    Alri 

his  internal  qualities  of  fiich  value  and  rarity.    Johnson. 

"  •  /jV  not  pf^Jihk  to  underftand  in  another  tongue  7  you  will  dif\ 
/r,  real^f.]  Of  this  interrogatory  remark  the  fenfe  is  yftiry  <*• 
fcure.  The  quefUon  may  mean,  Might  not  dl  this  he  underfiood  in 
plainer  language.    But  then^you  will  do  it^  fir^  reaUy^  feems  to  have 

•  no  ufe,  for  who  could  doubt  but  plain  language  would  be  ifitcl- 
ligible  ?  I  would  therefore  read,  IsU  pojthli  not  to  be  xindcrfto*i 
in  a  mother //7«^»^.    You  will  do  it,  fir,  really.    Johnson. 

Suppofe  we  were  to  point  the  paflage  thus  :  Is  t  not  poffibk  to 
'  wnderlland  ?  In  another  tongue  you  will  do  it,  fir,'really.' 

The  fpeech  feems  to  be  addreffed  to  Ofrick,  who  is  puizted  by 
Ham'lct^  imitation  of  his  own  affeftod  language.    &tee veks.  * 

Ofu 
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'  f)fr.  Of  Lacrtw? 

Her.  His  purfc  is  empty  already;  all's  golden 
words  are  fpent. 

Ham.  Of  him^  fin 
r^Ofri  I  know,  you  are  not  ignorant——— 
-   Ham.  I  would,  you  did,  fir ;   yet,   in  faith,  7  if 
you  did,  it  would  not  much  approve  me : — Well,  fir, 

OJr.  You  are  not  ignorant  of  >frhat  excelknce 
Laertes  is. 

Ham.  ^  I  dare  not  confefs  that,  left  I  fliould  com* 
pare  with  him  in  excellence ;  but,  to  know  a  man  well^ 
were  to  know  himfelf. 

Ofr.  I  mean,  fir,  for  his  weapon ;  but  in  the  im* 
putation  laid  on  him  by  them,  '  in  his  meed  he's  uu* 
fcUowM. 

Ham.  What's  his  weapon? 

O/r.  Rapier  and  dagger. 

Ham.  That's  two  of  his  weapons :  but,  well. 

Ofr.  The  king,  fir,  hath  wager'd  with  him  fix  Bar- 
•bary  horfes :  agatnft  the  which  he  has  >  impon'd,  as 
I  take  it,  fix  French  rapiers  and  poniards,  with  their 
aflSgns,  as  girdle,  hangers  %  and  fo :  Three  of  the 

carriages, 

7  —  ify(»f  didy  it  would  not  much  approTC  me.'\  li  you  knew 
I  was  not  i^orant,  your  til:«em  would  not  much  advance  roy  re- 
putation*    loafprotfiy  is  to  recommend  to  afprohatioum     Johns ox« 

•  1  dart  not  confefs  that,  left  I Jboukl compare  with  him^  ike]  I 
dare  not  pretend  to  kno^r  him,  left  1  ihould  pretend  to  an  equa<* 
Ifty  1  no  man  can  completely  know  another,  but  by  knowing  him* 
fciff  which  is  the  utmoft  extent  of  human  wifdom.    Joiinson. 

^       9  .^  in  his  meedy'-'    In  bis  excell^ice.    Johnson. 

*  —  impon*dr-]  Perhajjs  it  (hould  be,  deport  d.    So  Hudibras, 

**  I  would  upon  this  caufe  depone^ 
**  As  much  as  any  I  have  known." 
•  But  perhaps  imponed  is  pledged',  impawned^  fb  fpelt  to  ridicule  the 
'  a&dation  of  uttering  £n£^ifh  words  with  French  pronunciation. 

Johnson. 
s  ^^hm^ers^    It  appears  from  feveral  old  plays,  that  what  was 
'  csdled  a  C^e  of  Hangers^  was  anciently  worn.    So,  in  the  Birth  of 
-'Mfrlinj  1662: 

^  He  has  a  fair  fword,  but  his  han^rj  arfs  fallen." 

Agalt)! 
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carriages,  in  faith,  are  very  deaf  te>f«toy,  wrf  It* 
fpo&fiye  £0  the:  litlts,  oioft  delicate  rcari^agea»  dod;o^ 
very  liberal  conceit. 

Ham.  What  call  you  the  carriages? 

Hon  I  knew,  ^  y»u  mijft  be  edited  by  tbc  sfm* 
geilt,(  ere  you  Had  dqne.  , 

Off.  The  carriages,  fir,  are  the  hangets. 
u  Ham.  The  pbraie  would  be  4  more  gerjaaane.totbe 
matter,  if  we  could  carry  a  cannon  by  oiu*  fuks ;  I 
would,  k  might  be  bangers  'till  then.  But,  on :  Six 
Barbary  horfes  agaioft&c  French  fimards,£htir  affignsi 
and  three  liberal-conceited  carriages;  that's  thefrenck 
beitt  againft  the  Daqifli :  Why  is  this  impon^:!^  as 
you  call  it  ?  .  '        ' 

OJr.  5  The  king,  fir,  hath  lay'd,  that  in  a  dozen 

pafies  between  yourfclf  and  him,  he  fhall  not  exceed 

you 
Again, 

**  He  has  a  feather,  and  feir  bangers  too,^ 
j/Vgain,  in  Rhodqn  and  his ^  163 1  :  " — a  rapier 

*^  HatphM  with  gold,  with  hilt  and  hangers  of  the  new  falhion,'* 

'  T^y^Vsmnfi  heeded  iy.  thi  mar^enk^rrY  I?''*.  W^buKoa  veg^ 
jptpperly  obferves,  that  in  the  bid  hooks  the  glofs  dr  comment  wa$ 
ufually  printed  on  the  mar^nt  of  the  leaf.  So,  in  Decker'ft 
HMiJi  Whorey^Tt  tAy  \byii 

«<— Iread 
**"  Strange  commetits  in  ^oSximargini  of  jrour  lookB^** 
This  fpedch  is  omitted  in  the  folio.     Steevens. 

^  "^TTtore  gerftu^ne — ]     More  a-^/««     Johnson, 

5  the  king,  /r,  hatb  Udd^ — ]  This  wager  I  do  not  underftani* 
In  a  doaen  pafles  one  muft  exceed  the  c^er  more  or  lefs  th^s 
three  hits.  Nor  can  I  comprehend,  how,  in  a  dozen^  tbeit  cad 
be  twelve  to  nine.  The  paiTage  is  of  no  importance;  it  is  fu^ 
ficient  that  there  was  a  wager.  The  quarto  has  the  pa&ge  as  it 
fiands.  '  The  folio,  He  hath  one  twehefhr  mine.     JoH,N»ONtf 

^  kif^  hath  laid  that  in  a  dozen  f>ajjest  Stc^    This  paiTage  cOg^ 

pared  with  twp  others  iA  which  this  wa^r  is  again  mentioned, '.is. 

certainly  obfcure ;  yet  with  a  Uight  corr^lion  already  made  by^ 

.  T«  Hanmer  in  the  laft  of  tbem^  the  three  pailages  mayyX-thiolBf 

.be*  reconciled. 

By  a  dtizen  pajjes  between  yovrfilf  and  bim^  I  undetfiand  a  ifxH^ 
{aff<;s>r  Msb^    Th^  mewiing  then  k^^  The  Idsg  hath  ku(i# 
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jm  thc^e  faifts:  b^h^^  ky*4  on.  fewrfve  for  o^^c; 
^  it  wo«ld  cfwne  i«p  imoiedi$t$  jtyftU  if  yoi|r  ij}r4> 
^p«V(^04ild  vQ^chr^fe  (he  anfwer.  :  .   r       : 

;f/«;i^«  Haw  if  l^nfNfrert  pp?  ;... 

.  <^»  i  «iio«iV  Qj^y-  Jk^^>  thcopp(£tlp9  of  yourpfH''! 
fi}oin  ttiaK     »  .  .  .  !.. 

'  JE&91.  Sir,  I  will  walk  here  in  the  hall :  If  it  pleale 
his  majefty,  it  is  the  breathing  ,time.  of  day  with  me  j 
let  the  foils  be  brought :  the  gentleman  willing,  and 
the  king  hold  his  .pui'pofe,  I  w^U  wip  for  him,  if  I 
can  i  if  not,  I  wil}  ^ain  notlimg  but  niy  &ame|  and 
ifceodd  hits. 

Ofr.  Shall  I  deliver  youfo? 

Ham.  To  this  cSs/St,  fir  i  after  what  flourifh  your 
nature  will.     . 

O/r/l  commcud  my  duty  to  your  lordfliip.  {_Exiff> 

Ham.  Yours,  yours. — He  does  well,  to  comment 
it  himfelf ;  there  arc  ho  tongues  clfe  for's  turn. 

Her.  ^  This  lapwing  runs  away  with  the  fhell  on 
his  head- 

•  Ham. 

4^1  la  a  dozen  pfifB^  «^kce  lietw^n  3^11  aod  I^aertes,  he  0i^l 
.iH)t  ha«^  the  adv^^^^  of  ¥0U  by  three  hit^  He  (vi^,  t^e.  luA^) 
tath  la^,fii^^  tiie  i^to.  of  Laewcs  nml^ng  ;t^v.eive  hitsy^r  «/^« 
which  you  (hiall  make.  ^^Orp^rh^ps  tlie  IaJij&^.meao3  l^aiertes,  .and 
then  it  will  run*^"  Hf  (viz.^  Laertes)  haih  \^\A  oa  tei^oa-.af  flfiafc- 
4ag  t^jMhi  hits  (qx  ^/<v^:  which  you  (hall  m^ke/' 

This  juft  exceeds  Hai^cjt's  nujnhc?  by  three. — If  therefore  . 
I^ieftea  in  his.  12  piaQe&> iho^ld  iv^ake.  12.  hits,  and  Hamlet  in 
his  12  but  9>  the  king  would  lofe.^If  on  tjie  other  l^ind,  Xs^* 
<«a^  4>Auld  mak^but  u  t^t«,  ^d  l|am?et  9^  or  Laertes  12. and 
Hamlet  ip,  1^}^  tnfj^y.  W)<wld  vYin^-rrXhe. other  two^paflages  yi 
\^ich  t^is  bett  is  mentioned,  (hall  be  condde'red  in  their  proper 

^  fiUJaf^wif^ .  rwu  4BPii^  Wiilf  the  Jhell  on  his  k^a^/i    I  fee  .n3 

particc^  p^9priety  in  t)^  i«i^eof  thie  ia43wing.    Q^Vick  d\djnpt 

txm»  till  tip  h?4  done  his  l>v»^oefs.     W^  m^y  r«ad.  This  lap^^nng 

ran  away — That  is,  thisJsHyjj  lit^s  J^,  of  Uftwnpo^tat^  -i^kji^^ 

^huhirib.     J^W\Q1^,   .  / 

Tbc.  Aki|9  i WSei^gcfttfi  ii>  JBj».  Jw>iwV  /Sf<^  ofNrjjs.       •  ^ 

\3  •  . 
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Ham.  7  He  did  compliment  with  his  Aig,  before  he  j 
fuck'd  it.  Thus  has  he  (and  many  more  of  the  fame  ! 
breed  ^,  that,  I  know,  the  drofiy  age  dotes  on)  only  { 
got  the  tune  of  the  time,  and  outward  habit  of  en-  i 
counter  > ;  «  a  kind  of  yefty^coUe&ion,  which  carries 
them  through  and  through  the  moft  fond  and  win* 

aowed 

«i  ,.  and  coachmen 

<*  To  mount  their  boxes  reverently,  and  drive 
**  Like  hfmiftgs  with  aJhiU  upon  their  beads 
**  Thorough  the  ftrecu.''  | 

And  I  have  (ince  met  with  it  in  fevtral.other  plays.  The  mean*  | 
ingf  I  believe,  is — This  is  a  foreword  felloir.  o6»  in  Ftttirta  Cf  | 
rmbona^  or  the  White  DevU^  1612 :  ,| 

**  —  Forward  lapwing,  I 

«  He  flies  with  the  (hell  on's  head.^  j 

Again,  in  Greeners  Never  too  late^  1616 :    **  Are  you  no  iboner 
'   batched*  with  the /^(^//sr^,  but  you  will  mn  away  with  /^^  jMI       { 
mtyourheadf^  j 

Again,  in  Revenge  fir  Honoury  by  Chapman  r  >i        | 

.  *^  Boldnefs  enforces  youth  to  hard  atchievements  ] 

**  Before  their  time ;  makes  them  run  forth  like  lafmnp 
**  From  their  warm  neft,  part  of  the  JheUyHftkldf^ 
**  Unto  their  downv  heads.**    Steevens. 
^  H2f  did  fo,  fir,  with  bis  dug^  &c.]     What,  run  away  with 
it?  The  folio  reads,  He  did  comply  with  his  dug.    So  that  the 
true  reading  appears  to  be^  He  did  compliment  with  his  dt^^  t.  e. 
ftand  upon  ceremony  with  it,  to  (hew  he  was  ham  a  courdeff 
This  is  extremely  humorous.    Wa&bu&ton. 
Hanmer  has  the  fame  emendation.    Johnsok.  . 
I  doubt  whether  any  alteration  be  necefi^ry.    Shakefpeare  feemi 
to  have  ufed  coff^fy  in  the  fenfe  in  which  we  ufe  the  verb  amj^- 
ment.    See  before,  AQl  a.  Sc.  a.  let  me  comply  with  you  in  this 
garb*    Tyrwhitt. 

•  —  the  fame  breed,]  It  is  heavy  in  the  (irft  folio,  and  tbcif 
may  be  a  propriety  in  it,  as  he  has  juft  called  him  a  lafwing, 

TOLLET. 

•—  and  many  more  of  the  fame  breed.  The  firft  iblio  has^ 
and  mine  more  of  the  fame  heavy.  The  fecond  folio— ««/  nins 
more^  &c.     Perhaps  the  la(b  is  the  true  reading.    Steevevs. 

9  m^outnuardhahit  if  encounter  i\  Thus  the  folio.  ThequsitM 
tead— Mr/  of  an  habit  of  encounter.    Steevens. 

*  — •  tf  kind  of  yefty  coUeHion^  which  carries  them  through  aJ 
,  through  the  mofi  fond  and  winnowed  o^nions ;  and  do  hut  blew  them  tt 
'-  their  irialsp  the  bnbbks  are  m/.]    The  metaphor  is  flrAngdy  quu^ 
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oowed  opinions ;  and  *  do  but  blow  them  to  their 
trials  the  bubbles  ^re  out* 

Entef 

by  the  intrulion  of  the  word^W»  which  Undoubtedly  ihbiiid  he 
read  foftf^d ;  the  aUufion  being  to  corn  fepanited  by  the  fan  from 
chaff  and  dufi.  But  the  editors  feeing,  from  the  charatSter  of  thii 
yej^  cclk^ion^  that  the  opinions^  through  which  thc^y  were  fo  Cur- 
rently carried^  were  falfe  opinions ;  and  fanned  and  'jjiAiKrJ d  apU 
nicnsj  in  the  mofl  obvious  fenfe,  figixifymg  tried  attd  purijiid  opi« 
nioQs  ;  they  thought  ^/Srmsi*^  reuii  needs  be  wrong,  and  therefore 
made  it  fond^  which  word  dgn^ified,  in  oar  author's  time,  iboliih/ 
weak,  or  childifti.  They  did  not  cohfider  t\x2xfanj^d  and  nxjimovod 
0pimims'h9d  alio  a.dil^rcnt  Bgniikatioo :  for  it- may  mean  thie^ 

rbns  of  great'men  aati  couniersy  men  fepamted  by  their  oualit]f 
the  vul^r,  as  corn  is  feparated  froih  chaff.  This  j^efy  cot* 
kHioH^  fays  Hamlet,  infinuatcs  itfelf  into  people  of  the  higheil 
quality,  as  yell  into  the  iineit.  flour.  The  c<;urtiers  admire  hini» 
when  he  comes  to  the  trial,  &c.    Waabu&ton. 

•  '!I^his  it  a  ver^  )iappy,^me»dati(in ;  but  I.  know  not  why  the  critic 
ihould  fuppofe  that  /bad  was  printed  for  fannd  in  confequence  of 
aoy  reafon  or  refle^^ion.  ^  Such  errors,  to  which  there  is  no  tempta<« 
^on  but  idieoefs,  and  of  which'  there  was  no  cauie  but  ignorance^ 
are  in  eveiry  page  of  the  old  cditious.  This  paflkge  in  the  quarto 
fiands  thu»:;  ^^  They  ha?.e^  got  out  of  th«  habit  of  enpounter,  a 
**  kind  of  miHy  collpftioQy.  which  carries  them  through  and  through 
**  fhe  moil  profane  and  trennwvned  opinions.**  If  ihis  printer 
pr^ierved  any  traces  of  the  original,  our  author  wrote,  ^*  the  mofi 
^  &ne  and  renowned  opiniofUff**  which  is  better  than  fann'd  and 
wianow'd. 

•  The  meaning  is,  '*  thefie  men  have  g(»t  the  cant  of  the  day,  a 
.'^  fuperficial  readinefs  of  ili/sht  and  curfory  coBverfation,  a  kind 
^'  ,of  ftothy  coUedtion  of  ^fliionable  prattle^  ^fhich  yet  carried 
'^  thetn  thrpugh  the  mofl  fele^t  and  approved  judgments.  ,  This 
^*  airy.&dlity  of  talk  fometimes  impoies  upon  wife  nien." 

>    Who  has  not  feen  this  obferration  verified  ?    Johns  6n< 
;    F«nd  is  evidently  oppoCed  to  vjimufwed..    Fona^  in  the  language 
•of  Shakefpeare's  age,  iignified  ,/W£^«     Sp»  in  the  MenJlfaat  of 
Fmtt ;      .  ,     ' 

Thou  naughty  jailer,  why  art  thou  iofinJ^  &c« 

i    .     . .       /  ,   Winn&wid 

\ *»      »        ■       I         ..       1      .  ■  r       ,1       ■.,■,■■— in  I.  Ill      ■  |il^..l«^       .■■,..       ■>** ■■  ij-init t 

^^  m^do  hut  Ihvo  ihem^  Sec*]  Thcfe  men  bf  (how,  without  Ibiidity^ 
are  like  itubbles  raifed  from  foap  and  water,  which  dance,  ami 
glhtetf  and  pleafe  the  eye,  but  if  you  extend  them,  by  blowing 

'fimlt.&pal'ate  into  a  ihift;  lb  if  you  oblige  thde  fpeciotis  talkers 
to  extend  their  compafs  of  converfation»  they  at  onoe'^oover  th^ 

^WOMty  of  their  imcilec^s*    Johnsos* 
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•   Enter  a-  Lord. 

Lord.  My  lord ',  his  tnajefty  coimnended  him  to 
you  by  young  Ofrick,  who  brings  back  to  him,  that 
you  attend  him  in  the  hall :  He  lends  to  know,  if 
your  pleafure  hold  to  play  with  Laertes^  or  that  you 
will  take  longer  time. 

Ham.  I  am  conftant  to  my  purpofes,  they  fdlow 
the  king's  pleafure:  if  his  fitnefs  fpeaks,  mine  is 
ready  \  now^  or  whenfoevcr,  provided  I  be  fo  able 
as  now. 

Lord.  The  king,  and  queen,  and  all  arc  coming 
down. 

Ham.  In  happy  time.        , 

Lord.  The  queen  deQres  you,  to  ufe  fome  4  gcnde 
entertainment  to  Laertes,  before  you  fall  to  play. 

Ham.  She  well  inftrufts  me.  [-EwV  Lord. 

Hor.  You  will  lofe  this  wager^  my  lord. 

Ham.  I  do  not  think  fo)  lince  he  went  into  France, 
I  have  been  in  continual  pradtice  i  I  fhall  win  at  the 

Winnovixd  \A^ed^  examiaed.  The  fenie  is  then,  that  their  coo- 
Terffltion  was  yet  fuccefsful  enough  to  make  them  paflable  not  onl^ 
with  the  weak,  but  with  thofe  of  founder  judgtnedt.  The  fame  op- 
pofitioa  in  terms  is  vifible  in  the  reading  which  the  quartos  ofitt. 
Frcfane  or  fuulgar^  is  oppofed  to  trenowned^  or  tbrke  reimvned. 

St££V£NS. 

Fanifd  and  winnm^d  fecms  right  to  me.  Both  words  Hintrnvaotd^ 
fand*  and  dreft,  occur  together  in  Markham's  EngUjb  HufiiBaid^ 
rnauf  p.  1 17.  So  do  fanV  and  winnow'^,  fanp^/and  winnowA/in 
his  Hujhaud/y^  p.  18,  76,  and  77.  So  Shakefpeare  mentions  to- 
gether the  fan  and  wiiui  in  TroiJus  and  Creffida^  A£t  5.  Sc  j. 

TOLLIT. 

.     <  Ify  lord,  &c.]     All  that  pafTes  between  Hamiet  and  this  Lmrd 
is  omitted  in  the  iblio.    St££V£n^. 
^  -^  geutk  entertainment — }    Mild  and  temperate  converfiipon. 

JoBtfsoir, 

*  So  written  Xvithotit  die  apoffa:q>hcy  and  eafiljnigfat  in  M8;  be  «tf* 
.takeo-for/viKi/.  . 

odds. 
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odds  s.    But  thou  would^ft  hot  thinks  how  ill  all*^  here 
about  my  heart :  but  it  is  ho  matter. 

Hor.  Nay,  good  my  lord, — 

Ham.  It  is  but  foolery ;  but  it  is  fuch  ^  a  kiftd  of 
gain-giving*  as  would,  perhaps,  trouble  a  Woman* 

Hot.  ^  If  your. mind  diflike  any  thing,  obejT  it:  I 
will  foreftal  their  repair  hither,  and  fayi  you  are  not  fit« 

Ham.  Not  a  whit,  we  defy  augury;  there  is  a 
fpecial  providence  in  the  fall  of  a  fparrow.  If  it  be 
oow,  'tis  not  to  come  j  if  it  be  not  to  come,  it  will 
be  now ;  if  it  be  not  now,  yet  it  will  come :  the  readi- 
nefs  is  all :  ^  Since  no  man  knows  aught  of  what  he 
leaves^  what  is't  to  leave  bedmes  ?    Let  be. 

Enfef 

'  I  Jball  vtjttt  at  tie  odds.]  By  (Ms  are  generdly  uhderflood 
either  unequal Ji^^s^  ox  an  advantage gi*0m  to  an  adverfary.  That  no 
cdds  was  laid  in  the  former  fenfe,  appears  from  the  bet  itfelf^ 
which  has  already  been  particularly  tnemioned.  When  Hainler^ 
therefore,  (ays,  IjhaUivm  at  the  odds^  be  means  I  (hall  fucceed  with 
the  advantage  which  I  am  allowed^  I  (hall  make  more  than  nine  hita 
finr  Laertes*  twehe.    M  alone. 

*  -«-  tf  kind  ef  gain-giving]  Gain-gMf^  is  the  fame  as  mif^ 
livif^9    Steevbns. 

7  ^your  mndi^/Uh  any  things  §hey  it:']  With  the(e  prefages  of 
future  evils  arifing  in  the  midd,  the  poec  has  Ibrerun  many  evtnta 
which  are  to  happen  at  the  condufions  of  his  pla^rs ;  and  forne^ 
times  fb  particukirly,  that  even  the  circumftiances  of  ealaihity  are 
mmutely  hinted  at,  as  in  the  inftance  of  Juliet,  who  tells  her  lovet  * 
from  the  window,  that  he  appears  like  one  dead  in  the  httomcf  a 
temk  The  fuppofitton  that  the  genius  of  the  mind  gave  the  aiaxm 
before  approaching  di(rolution,  is  a  very  ancient  one,  and  perhaps 
can  never  be  totally  driven  outi  yet  it  mail  be  allowed  the  merit  of 
adding  beauty  to  poetry,  however  injurious  it  maj  fomecimes  provo 
to  the  weak  and  the  ruperftirious4    StEEVENs^ 

'  Since  no  man  has  ought  of  what  be  leaveSy  wbat  i^t  to  Uanfe 
ketimesf]  This  the  editors  called  reafoning^  I  (hould  havil 
thought  the  premifes  concluded  juft  otherwife :  for  (ince  death 
fhrips  a  man  of  every  things  it  is  but  fit  he  (hould  (hun  and  avoid 
the  defpoiler.  .The  old  quarto  l«ads,  Since  no  man,  ef  oi^bt  >ht 
kaves^  knows,  tuhat  i/t  to  leave  hetintes  f  Let  be.  This  is  the  true 
ttading.  Here  the  premifes  conclude  right,  and  the  argument 
4rawn  out  at  length  is  to  this  effeA :  ^'  It  is  true^  that^  by  deatb» 
**  wc  lofis  all  the  goods  of  life;  yet  feeing  this  iofs  is  no  •otherwife 

D  d  i  «*  an 
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Enter   King^    ^eeth  Laertesj    Lords^  Ofrick,  and, 
attendants  with  foils^  iSc. 

King.  Come,  Hamlet*  come^  and  take  this  band 
from  me. 
[The  King  puts  the  band  of  Laertes  into  that  of  Hamlet. 

Ham.  *"  Give  me  your  pardon,  fir:  I  have  done  you 
wrong ; 
But  pardon  it,  as  you  are  a  gentleman. 
This  prefence  knows,  and  you  muft  needs  have  heard. 
How  I  am  punilh'd  with  a  fore  diftradtion. 
What  I  have  done. 

That  might  your  nature,  honour,  and  exception. 
Roughly  awake,  I  here  proclaim  was  madnefs. 
"Was't  Hamlet  wrong'd  Laertes  ?  Never,  Hamlet: 

*'  an  evil  than  as  we  are  fenfible  of  it ;  and  fince  death  rraiOTet 
«<  all  fenfe  of  it»  what  matters' it  how  foon  we  lofe  them  ?  There- 
<^  fore  come  what  will,  i  am  prepared/'  But  the  ill  poiating  in  the 
old  book  hindered  the  editors  from  feein?  Shakefpeare's  fenfe,  and 
encouraged  thein  to  renture  at  one  of  their  own^  though,  as  ufual, 
they  are  come  very  lamely  off.     VV  a  R  Bu  R  t  on  . 

The  reading  of'^the  qaarto  was  right,  but  in  fbrne  other  copy  the 
harihnefs  of  the  tranfpofition  was  (bftened,  and  the  paifage  llocd 
thus :  StJiee  u§  man  knows  ought  tf  vjhat  be  leaves*  For  knvws  was 
printed  in  the  later  copies  hasy  by  a  flight  blunder  in  fuch  typo- 
gnu>her8« 

1  do  not  think  Dr.  Warburton's  interpretation  of  the  paifage 
the  beft  that  it  will  admit*  The  meaning  may  be  this.  Since  i» 
man  knows  aught  ofihQ  flate  of  life  which  he  leaves^  fince  he  canix>t 
judge  what  other  years  may  produce,  why  (hould  he  be  afraid  of 
leavit^  li&  betimes  i  Why  ihould  he  diead  an  early  death,  of 
which  he  cannot  tell  whether  it  is  an  exclufion  of  ha[>piiiei8|  or  an 
intettepltion  of  calamity,  I  defpife  the  fuperftition  of  augury  and 
omens*  which  has  no  ground  in  reafon  or  piety;  my  comfort  iff, 
that  I  cannot  fall  but  by  the  dire6tion  of  Providence. 

Hanmer  has,  Since  no  man  owes  aught^  a  conjeftuve  not  very 
repiehenfible.  Since  no  man  can  call  ««y  pofJUJloH  certain^  what  19  it 
to  leaved    Johi^son. 

9  Give  me  your  pardon^  Jir:'\  I  wilh  Hamlet  had  made  ibme 
other  defence ;  it  is  unfuitable  to  the  charadter  of  a  gxaod  or  a  brave 
man,  toAelter  himfelf  in  falfehood.    Johnson, 

If 
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If  Hamlet  from  himfclf  be  ta*en  away, 

And,  when  he's  not  himfclf,  docs  wrong  Laertes, 

Then  Hamlet  does  it  not,  Hamlet  denies  it. 

Who  does  it  then  ?    His  madnefs  :  IPt  be  fo, 

Hamlet  is  of  the  faftion  that  is  wrong'd  ; 

His  madnefs  is  poor  Hamlet's  enemy. 

Sir,  in  this  audience  % 

Let  my  difclaiming  from  a  purposed  evil 

Free  me  fo  far  in  your  moft  generous  thoughts. 

That  I  have  (hot  my  jrrow  o'er  the  houfe. 

And  hurt  my  brother. 

luitr.  *  I  am  fatisfy'd  in  nature, 
Whofe  motive,  in  this  cafe,  (hould  ftir  me  moft 
To  my  revenge :  but  in  my  terms  of  honour 
I  ftand  aloof;  and  will  no  reconcilement. 
Till  by  fomc  elder  mafters,  of  known  honour,   . 
I  have  a  voice  and  precedent  of  peace, 
To  keep  my  name  ungor'd  :    But,  'till  that  time, 
I  do  receive  your  oflFer'd  love  like  love, 
And  will  not  wrong  it. 

Ham.  1  embrace  it  freely ; 
And  will  this  brother's  wager  frankly  play, — 
Give  us  the  foils  %  cbme  on. 

Laer.  Come,  one  for  me. 

Ham.  ril  be  your  foil,  Laertes ;  in  mine  Ignorance 
Your  fkill  fhall,  like  a  ftar  1'  the  darkeft  night. 
Stick  fiery  oflF  indeed* 

Laer.  You  mock  me,  fir. 

Ham.  No,  by  this  hand, 

'  &r,  &c.]    This  pafTage  I  have  reftored  from  the  folio. 

Steevbns,. 

*  Ikmjatisfied  in  nature,  &c.]     This  was  a  piece  of  fatire  oii 

fimtaftical  honour.    Though  nature  is  fattsfiea,  yet  he  will  aik 

advice  of  older  men  of  the  fword,  whether  artificial  honour  ought?  ta 

be  contented  with  Hamlet's  fubmidTion. 

There  is  a  palla^  fomewhat  fimilar  in  the  MaitPs  Tragedjf: 

**  EnfaJ.  Will  you  forgiyc  me  then  i*        '  ,  t 

**  iUfe/.  Stay,  I  mull  afi  mine  honour  firft.'*      Steevens, 

D  d  3  King. 
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King.  Give  them  the  foils,  young  Ofrickf-^^oufin 
Hamlet, 
ypu  know  th?  wager  ? 

Ham.  Very  well,  my  lord  i 
»  Your  grace  hath  laid  the  odds  o*  the  weaker  fide. 

King.  I  do  not  fear  it  •,  I  have  feen  you  both  ;'^ 
put  fince  he's  bettered,  we  have  therefore  odds^ 

Laer.  This  is  too  heayy,  let  me  fee  another. 

ffam^  Thi$  like^  me  well  y  Thefip  foils  have  all  4 
length  ?  Ifbey  frfpau  to  ^, 

Ofr.  Ay,  my  good  lord, 

King.  Set  me  the  fl:oups4  of  wine  upon  that  table;—? 
If  Hacnlct  give  the  firft,  or  fecond  hit. 
Or  quit  in  anfwer  of  the  third  e:icchange^ 
Let  all  the  battlements  their  ordinance  fire ; 
The  king  fhall  drink  to  Hamlet's  better  breath) 
$  And  in  t}ip  cup  an  union  (hall  faf  throwy 

Richer 

I  Tour  ^ace  bath  hud  vpim  the  nneahr  fek,^    Thus  H^lUDCr. 
All  (he  others  read. 

Tour  grace  hath,  hid  the  odds  o*  the  *0Hiiktrfi4<* 
Vl/hen  the  "odds  were  on  the  fide  of  Laerttt,  who  was  to  to 
Hamlet  twelve  times  to  oi^e,  it  was  perfaaps  die  author's  flip. 

,  JoHNS<*ir. 

,  For  the  reafoti  given  ia  9  fqrmer  note>  I  think  wp  oMg^  ^  ^ 
with  Hanmer, 

Your  grace  hath  laid  upon  tlie  weaker  fid^t 
TTJie  king's  anfwer  is  then  pertinent  and  dear, —  "  {  h3|vc  no  ap? 
prehenfion99  for  I  am  acquainted,  with  the  fliill  of  each  of  you, 
However,  as  Laertes  is  improved  ^y  practice  in  his  travels,  wc 
(viz.  Hamlet  and  the  King)  have  an  adaanti^  gvoen  «•" 
The  compofitor  at  the  prefs  probably  caught  the  word  odds  from 
fhe  line  next  but  one,  and  inadvertently  iafoted  it  in  Hamkt^ 
ipeech.  MhhonjL. 
^^tbtjio^s  of  wine]    kjhuf  \%  a^&^gwr,  or  h^ 

Stmvew* 
^  ^  AtdiMilfeftfaHunwnJbaSbffbrim)^']    Inibme  edioooSf 

jind  in  the  cup  an  onyxfiaUbe  threw.  This  is  a  Tanmistci^ 
ing  in  fev^ral  of  the  old  copies ;  but  union  feems  to  me  to  beibe 
frue  word.  If  I  am  not  miltaken,  neither  the  onyx,  mos  flardogfX% 
are  jewcds  which  ever  found  place  in  an  imperial  crows*  An  ume» 
fi  ^e  ^eft  fort  of  pearl,  and  kis  Ua  place  in  all  crowns  and  coro" 
'"-'*• ncti. 
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Richer  than  that  which  fqur  fucccffive  king^ 

In  Denmark's  crown  have  worn  :    Give  me  the  cups  j 

And  let  the  kettle  to  the  trumpet  fpcak. 

The  trumpet  to  the  cannoneer  without. 

The  canons  to  the  heavens,  the  heavens  to  earth, 

Ifm  the  king  drinks  to  HamleL — Come,  begin  ;— 

And  you,  the  judges,  bear  a  wary  eye. 

Ham.  Come  on,  (ir. 

Laer.  Come,  ipy  lord.  \Xbeypl^. 

Ham.  Qne. 

Lair.  No. 

Ham.  JudgmcDt« 

Ofr.  A  hit,  a  very  palpable  hit. 

Laer.  Well, — ^again, - 

JS%#  Sjtfy,  ^ivc  fl^e  dfink :  Hamlet,  this  pearl  is  ^. 
thine; 
Here's  to  thy  health. — Give  him  the  cup. 

[Trumpets  found 'y  fiot  goes  off. 

Ham.  rU  play  this  bout  fir(l>  fet  it  by  a  while. 


nets.   Befides,  let  us  confider  what  the  king  fays  on  Hamlet's  ^t- 
bg  L^Kirtes  the  firft  hit: 

Stay^  give  me  drink.     Hamlet j  this  pearl  /j.  tbine ; 

Her^s  to  thy  health. 
fbeFefore,  if  an  union  be  a  pearly  and  an  otijfx  a  gem,  or  figne, 
quite  4i^ing  in  its  nature  from  tearb ;  the  king  faying,  that 
Hamlet  ha9>  eam'd  the  pearly  I  think,  amounts  to  a  demon  UratiQqi 
that  it  was  an  uniM  pearl,  which  he  meant  to  throw  into  the 

cup*     T^EOBAI^D. 

Soi  in  SoUman  and  Ferfedn: 

"  Ay,  were  it  Cleopatra's  union.** 
The  union  is  thus  mentioned  in  P.  Holland's  tra^ilation  of  PUwfs 
JUau'ltlift.  '«  And  hereupon  it  is  that  our  dainties  and  delicates 
ka^  at  Rome,  &c.  call  them  unions;^  as  a  man  wou}d  fay  Angular 
and  by  themfelves  alone."    Steevens. 

*  — this  pearl  is  thine;]  Under  pretence  of  throwing  a /mt/ 
into  the  cup,  the  king  m^y  be  fuppofed  to  dipp  fome  poifonous 
drug  into  the  wine.  .  Hainlet  feems  to  fuii)ed  (his,  when  he  after- 
waris  difcov^ers  the  efieds  of  the  poifon,  and  tauntingly  aiks  him^ 
^i  thf  mo»  kfTff    JStbeyens. 

D  d  4  Come» 
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Come, — Another  hit ;   What  fay  you  ? 

Laer.  A  touch,  a  touch,  I  do  confefs. 

Ki^g'  Our  fon  fhall  win. 

^een.  He's  fat,  and  fcant  of  breath  7, — 
Pere,  H.imlet,  take  my  napkin,  rub  thy- brows  j 
The  queen  caroufes  to  thy  fortune,  Hamlet  '♦ 

flam.  Good  hiadam, — 

JQfig.  Gertrude,  do  not  drink* 

^een.  I  will,  my  lord ;— ^I  pray  you,  pardon  tnc. 

King.  It  is  the  poifon'd  cup  ;  it  is  tod  late.  [A^. 

Ham*  I  dare  not  drink  yet,  madana  j  by  and  by/ 

^een.  Come,  let  me  wipe  .thy  face, 

Laer.  My  lord,  Y\\  hit  him  now. 

King.  I  do  not  think't. 

Laer.  And  yet  it  is  ^Imoil  againft  my  coolbience. 

flam.  Come,  for  the  third,  Laertes :  You  dp  but 
dally  5 
I  pray  you,  pafs  with  your  beft  violence  j 
I  am  afraid,  9  you  make  ^  wanton  of  qie. 

^  Qiicen.  flSrV  fat,  and /cant  ef  heaih,'^']  It  fccitis  tlrtit  7*5» 
Lo^iny  who  was  the  original  Falftc^^  was  no  lefs  celebrated  for 
iiis  performance  of  Henry  VIII.  and  Harnlet.  See  the  ISfiena 
litflriomca^  &c.  If  he  was  adapted,  by  the  corpulenoe  of  his  figuit| 
,to  appear  with  propriety  in  the  two  former  of  thefe  chsut^oen, 
Shakefpeare  might  have  put  this  obfervation  into  the  mouth  of 
her  majedy,  to  a|>ologize  for  the  want  of  fuch  elegance  of  perfon 
^s  an  audience  might  ^xpeft  to  meet  with  in  the  reprefentative  o^ 
the  youthful  Prince  of  I>enraark,  whom  Ophelia  fpeaks  of  as 
*'  the  glais  of  falhion  and  the  mould  of  form,"  This,  however,  is 
mere  conjedure,  as  Jof^  Taylor  likewife  aded  Hai^t  during  die 
life  of  Shakefpeare.     St^evens. 

^  Tie  ^4yer»  carouies  *o  thy  fortune^  Hamleu]  So,  in  David  axi 
fi^thfaBe^  ic^i^i 

**  With  full  carokfis  to  his  fortune  paft." 

**  And  bind  that  promife  with  a  full  caroufi!*    Ibid, 

<*  No^i  lord  Urias,  one  caraufeio  me,**    Ibidt 

'  8TEEVE!fl» 

p  ^^jfou  make  a  ws^nton  rf  me.']  h,  wanton  was  a  roan  bx^ 
andjeffetoinate.    In  Cvx«3tfZi«^/ Imogen  fiys. 
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Imt.  Say  you  fo  ?  come  on.  '      [^'^* 

Ofr.  Nothing  neither  way. 
hatr.  Have  at  you  now. 

\hderUi  wounds  Hamlet  \  then,  infcufflingj  they 
change  rapiers^  and  Hamlet  wounds  Laertes. 
iKing.  Part  them,  they  arc  incens'd. 
Ham.  Nay,  come  again. 
Ofr.  Look  to  the  queen  there,  ho ! 

.  [The  ^^een  falls. 
Hor.  They  bleed  on  both  fides : — How  is  it,  my  • 

lord? 
Ofr.  How  is't,  Laertes  \ 

Laer.  Why,  as  a  woodcock  to  my  own  ipringej 
.  Ofricki 
I  am  juftly  kill'd  with  mine  own  treachery.   . 
Ham.  How  docs  the  queen  ? 
^King.  She  fwoons  to  fee  them  bleed. 
^een.  No,  no,  thc4rinki  the  drink, — O  my  dear 
Hamlet ! — 
The  drink,  the  drink.; — I  am  poifon'd —        •         ^ 

[The  ^en  diesJ^ 
Ham.  O  villainy ! — Ho !  let  the  door  bq  lock'd :  - 
Treachery  !  fcek  it  out. 

Laer.  It  is  here,  Hamlet :   Hamlet,  thou  art  flain  i 
)^o  piedicine  in  the  world  can  do  thee  good. 
In  thee  there  is  not  half  an  hour's  life; 
The  treacherous  inftrumeot  is  in  thy  hand, 
Unbated,  and  envenort'd :  the  foul  praftice 
Hath  turn'd  itfclf  on  me ;  lo,  here  I  lie. 
Never  to  rife  again  :    Thy  mother's  poifon'd ; 
I  can  no  more  ;-^the  king,  the  king's  to  blame. 

Ham..  The  point  enycnom'd  too  !— 
Then,  venom,  to  thy  work,  iStais  the  Kingi 

^.  Treafon !  treafoa! 


^  I  am  not  fo  chiaseil  a  tuofHon^ 

H  Jp  die,  ere  I  he  fidu"   Johnson, 


King; 
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A 

Jdt^f  O,  yet  defend  me,  friwd^,  I  am  Ijyl  bprt. 
'Ham.  Here,  thou  inceftuouSj,  nmrd'TOH^j^angnqd 
Dane, 
DriiiH  off  thw  pption  :-rl8  th^  upioa  hpce "  ? 
Foilpw  my.n^other.  [iSf^g"  ^*^^- 

Ltf^.  He  is  juftly  fcrv*4  § 
It  is  a  poifon  teniper'd  by  hitnfelf.-r- 
Exchange  forgivfepefs  wit-b  ipc,  noble  Hamkl : 
Mine  and  my  fail^er's  death  'come  not  upon  thee; 
Nor  thin?  op  nie !  IDiis. 

Ham.  Heaven  make  thee  free  of  it !  I  follow  thee. 
I  am  dead,  Horatio: — Wretched  q^een^f  adieu  !t- 
Ifou  that  lool^  pak  and  tremble  ^t  this  chai)ce, 
^'Xhat  are  but  mutes  or  audience  to  this  ^^ 
Had  I  but  time,  (as  thi^'fell  ferjpanc,  d^tb^ 
Is  ftrift  in  his  arreft)  O,  I  cpuW  tell  you^— - 
But  let  it  be  :--^jtIona^  |  ^m  dc^d ; 
Xhop  ^*A;  repOBt  n^  and  my  c^ufe  aright 
To  the  unfatisfied. 

Hon  Nev^er  bc|icvc  i|: ;    • 
I  atp  tqoTc  an  antique  Roman  than  a  Dane, 
H^rjB>  ypt  fome  liquor  Jefc^ 

Ham.  As  thou'rt  a  man,— 
Give  mfr^bc  9up-,  let  go;  by  bcfiven,  Y\\  havjfit,— 
6  Godi !— Horatip,  wh^t  sj  wQ»nd^d  n^m^^ 
Things  ftanding  thus  unjmpwn,  fhoU  live  bchiQ,4 

me3  ?  ' 

If  thou  didft  ever  hold  me  io  thy  heaf  t, 
Abfent  thee  ftotq  felicity  a  while, 

<  IstheuniotLAerrf]    In  tUs  place  likewi&tbieqo9rtotei^»a| 

cnyx.    Steevens. 

*  That  are-hut  mutes  or  audience  to  this  «^,]  That  are  eithar 
mere  auditors'  of  this  cMoftrofhey  .or  at  moft  only  mute  ferpimters, 
that  fill  the  ftage  without  any  part  in  the  a£lioti.    Johnson.  . 

5  —JhaU  live  behind  me  ?  J  Thu«  the  foUc^Thc  quartos  read— 
Ihall/iSrtfTV  behind  me,    STE^ysifs^ 

And 
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And  in  this  harlh  world  draw  thy  breath  in  pain. 
To  tell  my  ftory. —  \MaTcbafar  off^  affdjbot  within. 
What  warlike  noife  is  this  ? 

Ofr.  Young  Fortinbras,  with  conqucft  come  from 
Polana, 
To  the  embafladors  of  England  g^vea 
Thi»  warlike  volley. 

Hem.  O,  I  die,  Horatio; 
The  potent  poifon  quite  o'er-grows  my  fpirit  *  > 
Icannot  five  to  hear  the  news  from  England : 
But  I  do  prophefy,  the  eleftion  lights 
On  Fortinbras ;  he  has  my  dying  voice ; 
So  tell  him»  with  th<^  occurrents  5»  more  and  lefs, 
f  Which  have  folicited,— The  reft  is  filcncc.    [Dies. 

Hot.  7  Now  cracks  a  noble  heart : — ^Oood  night, 
fwect  prince; 

And 

♦  fheMentpaiJhn  fidH  (/er-grow8  frs^Jpirit\l    T!»c  fcft  quarto 
and  the  nrft  folio  read, 

■     ■  ^er-crmx^  myfbirit; 
illadiiig  perhaps  to  a  vi^brious  cocic  exvitting  t)Ter  his  co^cjucnBd 
ahtagonUt.    The  fame  word  occurs  in  Lingna^ikc.  x^oj : 
**  Shall  i  ?  th'embafladrefi  of  gods  and  men, 
"  That  putt'd  proud  Phoebe  from  her  brigfatfeme  ffhpt^ 
**  And  dark'd  Apollo's  countenance  with  a  word, 
•*  Be  aver^crowe^,  and  breathe  without  rercngei* 
Agaiti,  in  HalPs  Satires^  lib.'  t.  fat.  % : 

*'  Lik^  the  vain  bubbk  of  Iberian  pride^ 
**  That  over-crowetb  all  the  world  befide.'* 
This  phrafe  often  occurs  in  the  contix)veffial  piecBs  of  ^MyfiA 
Harvey,  1593,  &c.    Steevens. 

*  —  /Af  occurrents-*-]  i.  c.  -incidents.    The  word  is  no^  4if? 
ufed.    So,  in  The  Hog  baib  kfi  bis  Fegrl^  1(14  • 

•*  Such  flrange  occunenu  of  my  fore-paft  life." 
Agmn,  in  the  Bttrons*  Wars^  by  Drayton,  Canto  I. 

l*  With  each  occmrrevt  right  in  his  dw^.'*    Ste^vSKI . 
^  WIM^  bave  iblicited-^]    S$Mtedj  for  brought  op  the  events 

Wajlb|7rtov« 

^  Ntfvj  prucks  a  n€hk  bearf*    Gooi  nighty  tweet  prince  ; 

Axdfigbti  ef  MgtU  Jhig  ibeet6  tl^  re/if]    Jtet  us  review  for 

I  infn&ent  the  fo^hariour  of  tiaxpkt^  on  the  fircngth  of  whidi 

I  Horatio 
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4IZ  HAMLET, 

And  flights  of  angels  fing  thee  to  thy  reft!  — 
Why  does  the  drum  come  hither  ? 

Enter 

Horatio  founds  this  eulogy,  and  recommends  him  to  the  patronage 
of  angels. 

Hamle^)  a^  the  command  of  his  Other's  ghoft,  undertakes  with 
ieeming  alacrity  to  revenge  the  murdet ;  and  declares  he  will  baniih 
all  other  thoughts  from  his  mind.    He  makes,  hofvever,  but  one 
effort  to  keep  his  word,  and  that  is,  when  he  millakes  Polonius  for 
the  kingi     On  another  occafion,  he  defers  his  purjwfe  till  he  can 
find  an  op^rtunity  of  taking  his  uncle  when  he  is  leaft  prepared 
for  death,  that  he  may  infure  damnation  to  his  foul.    Though  he 
ailafSnated  Polonius  by  accident,  yet  he  deliberately  procures  the 
^ecutiun  of  his  fchool-fdlows,   Rofencrantz  and   Guildenftern, 
who  appear  to  have  been  unacquainted  with  the  treacherous  pur- 
pofes  ot  the  mandate  which  they  were  employed  to  carry.     Their  ^ 
death  (as  he  d^dar^s  in  (^  fubfec|uen('  cohverfation  with  Horatio) 
gives  him  no  concern,  for  they  obtruded  themfelv^s  into  the  fervice, 
and  he  thought  he  had  a  right  to  deftfoy  thenn    He  i^  not  lefs  ac- 
countable for  the  diftradlion  and  death  of  Ophelia.    He  comes  to 
interrupt  the  funeral  defigned  in  honour'  ot  this  lady,  at  which 
both  the  king  and  queen  were  prefent;  and,  by  fuch  an  outrage  to 
decency,  renders  it  flill  more  neceflary  for  the  ufurpcr  to  lay  a 
fecond  flratagem  for  his  life,  though  the  firft  had  proved  abortive* 
He  comes^  to  iniult  the  brother  of  the  dead,  and  to  boaft  of  an  af« 
fedlioit  for  his  fifter,  which,  before,  he  had  denied  to  her  ho^  i 
and  yet  at  this  very  time  muft  be  confidered  as  deiirous^of  fup- 
.  porting  the  character  of  a  madman,  fo  that  the  opennefs  of  his 
confemon  is  not  to  be  imputed  to  him  as  a  virtue.    He  apologizes 
to  Horatio  afterwards  tor  the  abfurdity  of  this  behaviour,  to 
which,  Jie  fays,  he  was  provoked  by  that  noblenefs  of  fraternal 
grief,  which,  tndeed,  he  ought  rather  to  have  applauded  than  con- 
demned.   Dr.  Johnfon  has  obferved,  that  to  brin§  about  a  recon- 
filiation  with  Laerres,  he  has  availed  himfelt  of  a  difhoneft  fallacy ; 
and  to  conclude,  it  is  obvious  to  the  moft  carelefs  fpeiSbtor  or  rea-. 
dcr,  that  he  kills  the  king  at  kit  to  revenge  himfelf»  and  not  his 
father. 

Hamlet  cannot  be  iaid  to  have  purfued  his  ends  by  very  war- 
rantable means  ;  and  if  the  poet,  when  he  facrificed  him  at  lafl, 
meant  to  have  enforced  fuch  a  moral,  it  is  not  the  wqrft  that  can 
be  deduced  from  the  play;  for,  ,asiM^zflsr»i^  in  Beaumont  and 
iFletcIier's  P^akntinian^  fiaysy 

**  Although  his  juftice  weic  as  white  as  truth, . 
«  His  way  was  crooked  to  it ;  that  condemns,  him,** 
The  late  Dr.  ^infide,  once  obferved  to  me,  that  the  wndu6l,of 
Hamlej  was  every  way  unnatural  and  indcfcnfible;,  unleis  he  were 
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Inter  Fortinbras,  the  Englijh  Emhajfadors,  and  ethers. 

Fort.  Where  is  this  fight  ? 

Her.  What  is  it,  you  would  fee  ? 
If  aught  of  woe,  or  wonder,  ceafc  your  fearch. 

Fort.  8  This  quarry  cries,  on  havock !— O  proud 
death! 
What  feaft  is  toward  in  thine  infernal  cell  9, 
That  thou  fo  many  princes,  at.alhot,  . 
So  bloodily  haft  ftruck  ?  ' 

Jmbi    The  fight  is  difmal ; 
And  our  affairs  from  England  come  too  late: 
The  ears  are  fenfelefs,  that  Ihould  give  us  hearifig, 
To  tell  him,  his  commandment  is  fulfiird^ 
That  Rofencrantz  and  Guildenfterp  are  dead : 
Where  fhould  we  have  our  thanks  ? 

Hor.  Not  from  his  mouth », 
Had  it  the  ability  of  life  to  thank  you ; 
He  never  gave  commandment  for  their  death. 

to  be  regarded  as  a  young  man  whofc  intelle^^s  were  in  fome  degree 
impaired  by  hia  pwn  misfortunes ;  bv  the  death  of  .his  £ither^  the 
lofs  of  expeded  fovereignty,  and  a  tenfe  of  fhame  refulting 'from 
the  hafly  and  inceftuous  marriage  of  his  mother.  ' 

I  have  dwelt  the  longer  on  this  fubje6^,  becaufe  Hamlet  feemt 
to  have  been  hitherto  regarded  as  a  i>ero  not  ucdeferving  the  pity 
of  the  audience ;  and  becaufe  no  writer  on  Shakefpeare  hai  taken 
the  pains  to  point  out  the  immoral  tendency  of  his  charaSer. 

Steevens* 

•  nis  quarry  crics^  <m  bavoek  /]    Hanmer  reads, 

—  cries  out,  banfock  ! ' 
To  cry  an^  was  tp  exclaim  againfi.    I  fuppofe,  when  unfair  fportf- 
isen  deftroyed  more  quarry  or  game  than  was  reasonable,  the  cen- 
fuie  was  to  cry,  HavocL    Johnson. 

•  ^jat  feaft  is  uytisard  in  tbim  infemtd  ceUj']  Shakefpeare;  ha* 
aheady  employed  this  allufion  to  the  Cb^a^  or  feafis  of  the  deaJ^ 
which  were  anciently  celebrated  at  Athens,  and  are  mentioned  by 
Plutarch  in  the  lifcf  of  Antcnius.  Our  author  likewife  mikes  TalM 
fay  to  his  fon  in  the  Firft  Part  of  King  Htmy  VI ; 

Now  art  thou  come  unto  a  fiaj/i  cf  deatb**  '  Stes  vairtJ* 

•  —  to  f^uthy]  L  #.  th^  king*i.    Steiyens. 

But 
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But  lince,  fo  jump  upon  this  bloody  queftion, 
Tou  from  the  Pohck  wars,  and  jou  from  Engiand 
Are  here  arriv'd  ;  give  order,  that  thefe  bodies 
High  on  a  (lage  be  placed  to  the  view ; 
And  let  me  fpeak,  to  the  yet  unknowing  world, 
How  thefe  things  came  about :   So  ffaall  you  bear 
Of  cruel  *,  bloody,  and  unnatural  ads ; 
Of  accidental  judgments,  cafual  flaughters ; 
Of  deaths  put  on  by  cunning,  and  forced  caufc'r 
And,  in  this  upfliot,  purpofes  miftook 
Fall'n  on  the  inventors'  beads :  all  diis  can  I 
Truly  deliver. 

Forh  Let  Us  hailc  to  hear  it. 
And  call  the  noblefl:  to  the  audience. 
For  me,  with  forroW  1  embrace  my  fortune  i 
I  have  fome  rights  of  memory  in  this  kingdom. 
Which  now  to  claim  my  vantage  doth  invite  me. 

Hen  Of  that  I  (h^U  have  alfo  caufe  to  fpeiak, 
*  And  from  his  mouth  whofe  voice  will  draw  on  more; 
But  let  this  fame  be  prefently  perform'd^ 

Even 

*  Cycnid,  &c]  iTius  the  more  modern  editort.  The  foil 
quarto,  and  the  folio,  read— Of  carnal^  Zee.  referring,  1  fuppofe^ 
to  the  ufurper's  criminal  intercourfe  with  the  mofther  of  Hamlcu 

Collins. 

»  —.«w/fon^d  caufe.]    Thus  the  foUo*    Thcquanos  reai- 

and  ^r^M  caule.    Steevens.  . 

^  And  from  bis  mouth  whoje  wa  wiB  drtm  no  mmi\    This » 

the  reading  of  the  old  quartos,  hut  certwn^y  a  miftaken  one.    Wc 

fay,  a  man  wtU  no  more  draw  inath;  but  that  a  maa*s  nfdict'm 

.  draw  -no  mort^  is,  I  believe^  an  exprcffion  widwut  any  authoniy. 

■  I  <:hoofe  fo  efpoii^e  the  reac^ng  of  uie  elder  folio : 

And  from  his^moutb^  txfbofi  voice  wili  drm»  «i  more. 
Ami  tWsis  the  poet's  meaning.    Handet,  juft  before  bs  4ett, 
luidiaid: 

Bui  Idofroph^^  the-eUBkn  UgffU  ^ 
.  On  Fortimras  :  he  has-  my  4nng  rake  I 
SoteShimf^c.  .^ 

Accoj^ing^y,  Horatio  here  ddiyers  that  md&gc ;  and  ^reryfmj 
infers,  that  Haxakt's  wiff  willbe  fecondcd  by  others,  .andpv«u» 
Aem  in.  farour  of  Fortmbras's  fliocedioa*    Tk&ob a^d^  ^ 
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feveA  while  men's  fmnds  are  wild  i  left  more  aiifr 

chance 
On  plots,  and  errors^  happen. 

FartM  Let  four  ca|>tiiiiis 
Beat  Hamlet,  like  a  foMifer,  to  the  ftage  5 
For  he  was  likely,  had  he  been  put  on. 
To  have  provM  moft  royally :  and,  for  his  pai3^c» 
The  foldiers'  mufic,  and  the  rites  of  war. 
Speak  loudly  for  him.-^ 
Take  up  the  bodies : — Such  a  fight  as  this 
Becomes  the  field,  bUt  her-e  fhews  much  amifs. 
<jO,  bid  the  foldiers  flioot.  ,-, 

{Exeunt:  ufterwbicb^apealoforJtnanct 
is  ft>^  tiff. 

Ifthedrftitittof  Shftkefpcatcwcrcto  be  chara^terifed,  each  by 
the  particolar  eaccelience  which  diftingui(bes  it  from  the  reft,  ive 
mutt  allow  xo  the  tragedy  of  Hamlet  the  praife  of  Tariety,    The 
incidents  are  fo  numerous,  that  the  argument  of  the  play  wotrld 
'  make  a  long  tale.    Thefeenes  are  interchangeably  divined  with 
-merriment  and  fofemnity;  with  merriment  that  includes  judicioua 
and  inftru^iTe  obfervation^;  ^nd  fdemnity,  not  ftrainedby  poetieal 
violence  above  the  natural  ftntiments  of  man.    New  chanuftos 
appear  from  time  to  time  in  condnual  fucceffion,  exhibitbg  various 
ftms  df  life  and  ^particular  modes  of  conrerfation.    The  pretended 
-  roadnds  of  Hamlet  caufes  much  mirth,  the  mournful  diftradion  of 
Ophelia  fills  the  heart  with,  tendefnefs,  and  every  perfonage  pro- 
duces the  dkdi  intended,  firom  the  apparition  that  in  the  nm  ai^ 
chills  the  blood  with  liomr,  to  the  fop  in  the  lafl,  that  expolcs 
affi^^tion  to  juft  conienfpt. 

The  condud  is  perhaps  not  wholly  iecare  againft  objedioBS. 
Tfaea^iott  is  indeed  for  the  moil  part  in  continoai  pro^ffion,  "but 
there  are  fome  (cenes  which  neither  forward  nor  retard  it.    Of  the 

*  feigned  madnefs  of  Hamlet  there  appears  no  adequate  caui^,  for  he 
does  nothing  which  he  might  not  have  done  with  the  reputationiof 
iimity.    He  phiys  the  madman  mod,  when  he  treats  Ophelia  with  • 

*ib  much  rudenefs,  which  ieems  to  be  ulHefsai^d  wanton  crudff. 

Hainlet  is,  through  the  whole  piece,  rather  an  inllrument  titan 
'Ufasig^nt.  After  he  has,  bythe'mtag^m  of  the  play,  convnded 
the  king*  he  makes  no  attempt  to  puni(h  thim;  and  bis  de&th  is 

'^  at  laft  dieded  by  an  incident  whidi  -Hamlet  had  too  part  in  pro- 

'  Cueing. 

*  Thecata(hopheis  tiiM  tery  hi^ppily  producled ;  the^changev  of 
weapon* is  raihlnr  Uii  l!i^(>edkMitof ^(eis^ffity,  thMi  a^ftMkrof  art.  A 

fcheme 
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Jfjicmc  migbt  eaiily  be' formed  to  kill  Hamlet  with  the  da£g|;er,  $af 
I«aertes  with  the  bowL 

The  poet  is  accufed  of  having  (hewn  little  regard  to  poeticat 
fttffice,  and  may  be  ^rged  with  equal  negle^  of  poetical  probabh- 
lity*  The  apparition  left  the  rc^ons  of  ther  dead  to  little  {mrpofe ; 
the  revenge  which  he  demands  x«  aot  obtained,  but  by  the  death  of 
him  that  was  required  to  take  it;  and  the  gratificatioQ,  which 
would  arife  from  the  deftrudion  of  an  ufurper  and  a  munferer,  i» 
abated  by  the  untimely  death  of  Ophelia,  the  young,  tbe  beautiful, 
the  harmleft,  and  the  pious.    Johnson. 


ACT    11.        Scene  2. 

Thi  rugged  Pvrrbus,  be^  &c.]  The  two  greateft  poets  of  this  and 
'Aelafta^,  Mr.  t)ryden,  iu  the  preface  to  TroUus  and  Creffida^ 
and  Mr.  Pope,  in  his  note  on  this  place,  liave  concurred  in  think*  . 
ing  that  Shakefpeare  produced  this  long  paflage  with  defign  to  ridi« 
cule  and  expbfethe  bombail  of  the  pla^  from  whence  it  was  taken; 
and  that  Hamlet*!}  commendation  of  it  is  purely  ironical.  This  is 
become  the  |eneral  opinion.  I  think  jull  otherwife ;  and  that  it 
was  g^ven  with  commendation  to  upbraid  the  ialfe  tafle  of  the  au- 
dience of  that  time,  which  would  not  fufier  them  to  do  juftice  to 
the  fimplicity  and  fublime  of  this  produdtion.  And  I  reafbn,  firil, 
from  the  charader  Hamlet  gives  of  the  play,  from  whence  the  paf- 
iage  is  taken«  Secondly,  from  the  paflage  itfelf.  And  thirdlyi 
from  the  efieiSt  it  had  on  the  audience. 

Let  us  confider  the  character  Hamlet  gives  of  it^  The  flm^^  1  rt^ 
pimker^  plea/id  not  tJx  miUion^  *iwas  Caviare  to  the  general;  hut  it  was 
(as  I  receifved  it^  and  others^  <tvho/e  judgment  infucb  matters ^  cried  in  the  \ 

t»p  ef  mint)  an  c^iceUent  pla^t  ^vM  digefied  in  tbejcenes^  fet  dckutf^with 
.  as  much  modej^y  as  cunning.     I  remember ^  onejatdy  there  was  nojak  in  \ 

the  lines  to  make  the  matter  Jiwoury ;  nor  no  matter  in  the  phrajk  that  I 

mhrbt  indite  the  author  rfqffe^ion\  hut  called  it  an  hone^mufyuL  They 
who  fuppofe  the  paflage  given  to  be  ridiculed,  mufl  needs  fuppofe  I 

'  this  cbacadter  to  be  purely  ironical.    But  if  fo,  it  is  the  ftrangeft  ' 

irony  that  ever  was  written.    It  pleajed  not  the  multitude.    This  we  i 

muu  conclude  to  be  true,  however  ironical  the  red  be.    Now  the  | 

.  reafbn  given  of  the  deligned  ridicule  is  the  fuppofed  bonibaS.    But  | 

thofe  were  the  very  plays,  which  at  that  time  we  know  took  with  | 

the  multitude.    And  Fletcher  wrote  a  kind  oiRehearfal^  purpofely  to  i 

ezpofe  them.  But  fay  it  is  bombaft,  and  that  tlierefore  it  .took  not 
with  the  multitude.  Hamlet  prefently  tells  us  what  it,  was  th^ 
difpleafed  them,  ^hcre  was  no  fait  in  the  lines  to  make  the  matter 
fruouiy ;  nor  no  matter  in  the  pbrafi  that  might  inditi  the  outlet  efif* 
itBioh.i  hut  ialledit  an  honeft  method*  Now  whether  a  perion  fptaks 
ironically  or  oq»  when  he  quptcs  othQis^  yet  common  ^lai^  ro^uices 
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ijefliould  quote  whac  ihcy  £iy.    Now  it  could  not  -be,  if  this  play 
4fpkafed  becaufe  .of  tbcbombaft,^  that  thofe  whond  it  difpleafed 
ihould  give  this  reafon  for  their  diilikc.    The  fanie  inconfiltenctei 
and  abfurditics  abound  in  eveiy  other  part  of  Hamlet's  ipetch,  fup* 
.  ppfingittobeifonycial:  but  tske  him  as  fpeaking  bis  ientiments, 
the  w\iote  is  of  apiece;  and  to  this  purpofe.    The'play,  I  remem-^ 
ber,  pleaied  not  the  multitude,  and  the  reaiibn  was,  its  being  wrote 
<ID  die  mica  of  the  jmcient  drama;  to  which  they  were  entire 
ibuigm*    But,  in  my  opinion.  And  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  for 
whofe  ]udgmenr  I  have  the  higheft  efleem,  it  was  an  excellent  play^ 
n^H^&fifid  mfhijcmes^  i.e.  where  ibt  three  unkies  were  well 
preferved.    Set  dnvn  witb  as  mttcb  modify  as  cunninz*  i«  e.  where 
not  only  the  an  of  compofition',  but  the  fimpiicity  Si  natyre,  was 
carefully  attended  to.'   The  chandlers  were  a  fiiithful  pidure  of 
life  and  manners,  in  which  nothing  was  oveichargcd  into  faice. 
Bot.thefi^  ^^sdiiies,  which  g^iined  my  eftoem»  iofi  the  public's.   For 
I  rememier  otiejaid^nere  vms  no  faU  in  the  Itnis  to  make  the  tnatteih 
fiwmty^  i..e.  there  was  not,  according  to  the  mode  of  that  time,  A 
ipoior  clovvn  to  joke,  quibble,  and  talk  freely.    Nor  no  tnatter  im 
iepbre^  that  might  inite  dx  author  ef  effeBion^  i.  e«  nor  none  of 
ijioie  paffionate,  pathetic  kive  fcencs,  (b  eflential  to  modern  tragedy« 
9ui  he  catted  it  an  honofl  method^  i.e.  he  owned,  however  ta/td^s 
this  method  of  writing,  on  the  ancieac  plan,  was  to  our  times,  yet 
k  was  chafte  and  pare ;  the  diiHnguifliing  charader  of  theQreek 
draina.     I  need  only  make  one  obimation  on  all  this;  that,  tbua 
interpreted,  it  is  the  jufteli  piduie  of  a  good  tragedy,  wrote  on  the 
ancient  rules.  And  that  I  have  rightly  interpreted  it^  appears  farthef 
fiom  what  we  find  in  the  old  quarto.  An  hamft  method^  as  ^whokfomt 
oujhjeet^  andfyveiymnch  more  bandsoMB  than  Pti^Bt  i.  e.  it  had 
a  Aatural  beauty,  but  none  of  the  fucus  of  falfe  art* 

1  A  fecond  proof  that  this  fpeech  was  eiven  to  be  admired^  it 
fiom  the  intrinnc  merit  of  the  fpeeeh  icfett;  which  contains  the  de* 
feription  of  a  drcumflance  very  happily  inlagtnedi  namely^ 
Ifium  and  Priam^s  £ilUng  together,  with  the  eficd  it  had  on  th# 
defiroyer. 

'■M»    Thehilii/kPyrrhns^  te« 
TOy  Refngnani  to  command. 

The  unnerved  father  faSst  &€• 
To,  ■■  ■  "Soi^Pyrrhus^fai^^ 
Kow  this  dicumftance,  illuftrated  with  the  fine  ^ilitudte  0/  the 
ftorm,  is  fo  highly  worked  up^  as  to  have  well  deferved  a  place  iii 
Virgirs  iecond  book  of  the  jEncid,  even  though  t  work  d 
been  carried  onto  that  perfedtion  which  the  Roman  poet  had  con* 
cetved. 

y  The  third  proof  is|  from  the  efie£^  which  ibilowe  on  the 
iecital.  Hamlet^  his  beft  chatader,  approves  it;  the  play"  ia 
daeply  afieded  in  repeadng  it  j  and  only  the  feoliih  Polonivi 
Qied  with  \u    W«  kpTf  fiud  enough  beloxe  of  Hamlcifi  ft n^ments. 
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4it  HAMLET,. 

As  f<>r  the  player,  he  changes  colburi  and  tke  tears  dart  from  his 
eyes.  But  our  author  was  tb«  good  a  judge  of  nature  to  malce 
bombaft  ^nd  unnatural  fentiment  produce  fuck  an  efieft.  Nature 
and  Horace  both  inftrudted  him, 

Si  vis  mejlere^  dokndum  eft 

Primum  ipfi  tihi^  tunc  tua  mi  itrfbrUtma  ktdent^ 

Tekphey  vglPeieu.    Male  si  mandata  LOQ^rEft ts^ 

jlui  dormtabo  out  riJeho* 
And  it  may  be  worth  obierring^  that  Horace  gives  this  precepe 
panicularly  to  (hew,  that  bombaft  4U)d  unnatural  ientiments  ar& 
incapable  of  moving  the  tender  paffions,  which  he  is  direding 
the  poet  how  to  raife.  For,  in  the  lines  juft  before,  he  gives 
thisrule, 

TehfbusHPekuSy  cum  pauper  t^  extd  uterque^ 

Preficit  AmpuUas^  isf  JefquipedaUa  verBa, 
^ot  ihat  1  woukl  deny»  that  Teiy  bad  lines  in  bad  tragedies  havtf 
had  this  effe<fl.    But  then  it  always  proceeds  from  one  or  other  of 
thefe  caufes. 

»  I.  Either  when  the  fubje6l  is  domeflic,  and  the  (ceiie  lies  at. 
home ;  the  fpes^lators,  in  this  cafe,  become  interefted  in  the 
fortunes  of  the  diflrefled ;  and  their  thoughts  are  ib  much  taken 
up  with  the  fubjedt,  that  they  are  not  at  liberty  to  attend  to  the* 
poet;  who,  otherwife,  by  his  faulty  fentiments  aind  di<5lioD, 
would  have  ilifled  the  emotions  fpringing  up  from  a  fenfe  of  the 
difirefs.  But  this  is  nothing  to  the  cafe  in  hand.  For,  as  Hamlet 
fays,         . 

PfT}at*s  Hecttha  to  him^  or  he  to  Hecuha  T 
2.  When  bad  lines  raife  this  affcftion,  they  are  bad  in  the  other 
extt-eme ;  low,  abjed,  and  groveling,  inftead  of  being  highly  fi- 
gurative and  fwelUng ;  yet,  when  attended  with  a  natural  iimpli* 
city,  they  have  force  enough  to  ilrike  illiterate  and  iimple  minds. 
The'tragellies  of  Banks  will  juflify  both  thefe  obfervations. 
-  But  it  any  one  will  flillfay,  that  Shakefpeare  intended  to  repre-* 
ijsnt  a  pkypr  unnaturally  and  fantailically  affeded,  we  mull  appeal 
t]p.HMnlet,..tlviti9,  to  Shakefpeare  himfelf  in  this   matter;  who, 
on  the  refledtion  he  makes  upon  the  player^s  emotion,  in  .order  to 
excite  his  own  rcvengfe,  gives  not  the  Icaft  hint  that-the-player  was 
unnaturally  or  injudicioutly  moved.     On  the  contrary,  his  fine  de- 
fcription  of  the  aftor's  emotion  (hews,  he  thought  juft  otherwife : 
'  '       this  picker  herCf 
'     But  in  afiHioft^  in  a  dream  tfpaffion^  .      • 

*,     Could firce  his  foul  fo  to  his  own  conceit^  i-  - 

.^ hat  from  her  ^jjorking  all  hisvifage  warid: 
Tears  in  hii  ^es^  diftroHinn  in  his  etfpe^^        .    -     l  t 

J  broken  voice ^  &c. 
And  indeed  hadHamiet  efteemed  'this  emotion  -aj^y  tiding  unna- 
jcural,  it.had.befn  a  very  iraptpper<rircunaftainccto,£purhlm  to  hH 
^rpofe,  ...,.'    ,..  -■'■;'•,' 
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As  Sbakefpeare  has  here  (hewn  the,  eifeds  which  a  fipe  defcrip- ' 
^on  of  nature,  heightened  with  all  the  ornaments  of  an,  had 
upon  an  intelligent  player,  whofe  bufinefs  habituates  him  to  enter 
intimately  and  deeply  into  the  characters  of  men  and  manners,  and 
to  give  natuie  its  free  workings  on  all  occaitons ;  fo  he  has  artfully 
Ihewn  what  eflfefts  the  very  iame  fccne  would  have  upon  a  quite 
different  man,  Polonius  ;hy  nature^  very  weak  and  very  artificial 
[two  qualities,  though  commonly  enough  joined  in  life,  yet  gene- 
rally (b  much  difguifed  as  not  to  be  feen  by  common  e}*es  to  be  to* 
gether ;  and  which  an  ordinary  poetdurft  not  have  brought  (6  near  • 
one  another] ;  hydifcipUnef  praftifedin  a  fpecies  of  wit  arid  eloquence, 
which  was  &iSy  forced,  and  pedantic ;  and  hy  trade  a  politician, 
and  therefore,  of  confequeiice,  without  aqy  of  the  affefting  notices 
of  humanity.  Such  is  the  man  whom  Shakefpeare  has  judicioufly 
cbofen  to  reprefent  the  falfe  tafle  of  that  audience  which  had  con* 
demned  the  play  here  reciting.  When  the  a£lor  comes  to  the  fineft 
and  rooft  pathetic  part  of  the  fpeech,  Polonius  cries  out,  This  is 
too  long ;  on  which  Hamlet,  in  contempt  of  his  ill  judgment,  re- 
plies, ItJbaU  to  the  harher's  with  thy  heard  [intimating  that,  by  this 
judgment,  it  appeared  that  all  his  wifdom  lay  in  his  length  of 
beard,]  Pr^thee^  fay  on.  He*s  for  a  jig  or  a  tale  tf  havudry  [the 
common  eittertainment  of  that  time,  as  well  as  this,  of  the  people]  ' 
or  bejleeps^  Jay  on.  And  yet  this  man  of  modern  tafle,  who  flood 
all  this  time  perfectly  unmoved  with  the  forcible  imagery  of  thte 
relator,  no  fooner  hears,  s^mongft  many  good  things,  one  quaint 
and  fantaftical  word,  put  in,  I  iuppofe,  purpofely  for  this  end,  than 
he  profeflcs'  his  approbation  of  the  propriety  and  dignity  of  it.  That*f 
good.  Mohkd  queen  if  good.  On  the  whole  then,  I  think,  it  plainly 
appears,  that  the  long  quotation  is  not  given  to  be  ridiculed  and 
laughed  at,  but  to  be  admired.  The  chara^er  given  of  the  pky, 
by  Hamlet^  cannot  be  ironical.  The  paflage  itfelf  is  extremely 
beautifiiL  'It  has  the  effed  that  all  pathetic  relations,  naturally 
written,  Aouldhave;  apditis  condemned,  or  regarded  with  in- 
difference, '"by  one  of  a  wrong,  unnatural  tafte.-  From  hence  (to 
oWcnre  it  -by  the  way)  the  adors,  in  their  reprefen ration  of 
this  play,  may  learn  how  this  fpeech  ought  to  be  (poken,  and  what 
apt)carance  Hamlet  ought  to  affume  duriiig  the  recital. 

*  That  which  fupports  the  common  opinion,  concerning  this  paf- 
lage, is  the  turgid  expreliion  in  fome  parts  .of' it;  which,  they 
think^  could  never  be  given  by  the  poet  to  be  commended.  We 
ihaH  therefore,  in  the  nest  place,  examine  the  lines  motl  obnoxious 
to  cenfure,  and  fee  how  much,  allowing  the  cliarge,  this  will 
Ihake  for  the  indt!(ftion  of  their  conclufion. 

♦  '••'     •  Pyrrhus  at  Priam  drives^  in  rogejirik^s  VJi'de^ 

'  But  iiHth  the  whiff'and ''Mind  of  his  fell Jkvord 

•  The  unnern^ed  father  falls^ 

4&ndagain(V  .      -•   ' 

-        '  Out,  out^  fhoujtrumpef^fortttnel  Allycn  g9dsy  ** 

-  h  gencrxil£;nody  take  ar^yay  hef  poisier : - 
t  B  e  ^  I     '  JSrvA 
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Brtak  att  tbejjipkes  and fcSies  from  her  mn&d;. 

jhtditwl  the  round  umfC  down  ihe  biU  efbtOfOtn^ 

As  hno  oi  t$  the  fiends. 
,  Now  whether  thefe  be  bombafl  or  not,  is  not  the  queftion ;  but 
whether  Shakeljpeare  efteemed  them  (b.  That  he  did  not  lb  efieem 
them  ap))ears  from  his  hariag  ufed  the  very  ftme  thoughts  in  the 
fame  expreffions,  in  his  beft  plays,  and  |^ven  them  to  hu  prindpal 
characters,  wboe  he  aims  at  the  fubhme.  As  in  the  following 
paOages. 

Tioilus,  in  froihu  and Crejfddf  fitfoutflnuns  the  caDecudon  of. 
I^rrhus*8  fword,  in  the  charader  he  gives  of  Hector's: 

Wlem  many  times  the  caicive  Grecians  &11 

Even  in  the  fim  and  wind  of  your  £iir  fword^ 

Ton  kid  tbem  rife  and  //vf • 
Cleopatra,  \vl  Antoiy  and  Cleopatra^  rails  atfixtune  in  the  £imc, 
manner: 

AV,  letmej^eak^  emd  let  me  reulfi  bigb^ 

That  the  fali'e  hufwife  Fortune  break  her  wheel, 

ProvoSd  at  mjf  ofince* 
But  another  ufe  may  be  made  of  thefe  quotations;  a  cCieoveryof 
this  recited  play:  which,  letting  us  into  a  drcumibnce  of  our 
author's  life  (as  a  writer)  hitb^ito  unknown,  was  the  reafbn  I  have 
b^en  (b  large  upon  this  queftion.^  I  think  then  it  appears,  from 
what  has  been  (aid,  that  the  play  in  dispute  was  Shakeipeare's  own ; 
and  that  this  was  theoccafion  of  writing  it*  He  was  defirous,  as 
fqon  as  he  had  found  his  firength,  of  reftoring  the  chafleneis  and 
regularity  of  tlie  ancient  ilaee :  and  there^re  compoied  this  tragedy 
on  the  model  of  the  Greek  drama,  as  may  be  feen  by  thro^i^ng  b 
mwiha^ionintoreiaticMm  But  his  attempt  proved  fruitlefs;  and 
the  raw,  unnatural  taile,  then  prevalent,  fenced  him  back  agai^. 
into  his  old  Gothic  manner.  For  which  he  took  this  revenj^  upon 
his  audience.    Warbu&ton* 

The  praife  which  Hamlet  beftows  on  this  {nece  is  certainly  dtt 
fembledt  and  agrees  very  well  with  the  chanufier  of  madnefi,  which, 
before  witnefl^,  he  tliought  it  necefiiirytofupporu  Thefpeechet 
before  us  have  fo  little  merit,  that  notning  but  an  affed^ion  of 
finpilarity,  could  have  influenced  Dr.  Warburton  to  undertake 
their  defence.  The  poet,  perhaps,  meant  to  exhibit  a  juA  refem- 
blaoce  of  fome  of  the  pfaiys  of  his  own  age,  in  which  th^  faults 
were .  too  general  and  too  glaring  to  permit  a  few  fplendid  paflaget 
t^..  atoiie  tor  them.  The  player  knew  his  trade,  and  iboke  mc 
lines  in  an  afTe^ling  manner,  becaufe  Hamlet  had  declared  them  ta. 
be  pathetic,  or  might  be  in  reality  a  little  moved  by  them :  for, 
*^  There  arelels  dq;rees  of  nature  (fays  Drvden)  by  whidi  fbme 
'*  fiunt  enK>tions  ot  pity  and  terror  are  raifed  in  us,  as  a  lefs  engiot'' 
**  wtU  raife  a  lefs  proportion  of  weight,  though  not  fo  much  as 
**  one  of  Archimedes'  making."  The  mind  of  the  prince,  it 
muit  beconfelfed,  was  fitted  ibr  the  reception  of  gloomy  ideas. 
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and'lttf  tears  were  ready  at  a  flight  Iblicttation.  It  is  by  no  meana 
proved,  that  Shakeipcaire  hus  employ fd  the  Jame  f/jottgUs  eUatJbeJim 
fix  fame  exfrej/unu^  in  his  heft  fiofs.  If  he  bids  tZefalJe  hufwife 
Tertune  hremk  her  wheei^'  he  docs  not  defire  her  to  hrcak  ali  its 
j^nkes ;  liay,  even  its  periphery^  and  make  vje  efthe  nave  afierwards 
fir  fach  an  immeafitreahk  caft.  Though  if  what  Dr.  Warburton 
has  (aid  fhould  be  found  in  any  inftance  to  be  exadly  true,  what 
can  we  infer  from  thence,  but  that  Shakefpeare  was  fuiDetinfiet 
wrong  in  fpite  of  conviction,  and  in  the  hurry  of  writing  conunitted 
ihofe  veiy  faults  which  his  judgment  coukl  deted  in  others  ?  Dr, 
WaH>urton  is  inconliAent  in  his  aflertions  concerning  the  litera^ 
Cure  of  Shakeij^eare.  ^  In  a  note  on  Troihss  andCreffiday  he  affirms, 
that  his  want  of  learning  kept  him  Aom  being  acquainted  with  the 
writings  of  Homer ;  and,  in  this  inflance,  would  fuppofe  him  ca* 
pable  of  producing  a  complete  tragedy  vsritten  on  the  ancient  rnUs  ; 
and  that  the  fpeech  before  us  hs^  fufliciei^t  merit  to  entitle  it  to  a 
place  in  the  fecond  hock  of  Pirgtts  JEneid^  even  though  the  work  had 
heen  carried  lo  that  pcrfe^lon  nvhich  the  Roman  poet  had  conceived^ 

Had  Shakefpeare  made  one  unfuccefsflil  attempt  in  the  manner 
of  Che  ancients  (that  h^  had  any  knowledge  of  their  rules,  remains 
to  be  proved)  it  would  ceruinly  have  been  recorded  by  contem- 
porary writers,  among  whom  Ifen  fonibn  would  have  been  the  firft. 
Had  lus  darling  ancients  been  unikilfully  imitated  by  a  rival  poet, 
he  would  at  Wl  have  preferved  the  memoiy  of  the  facft,  to  ihei^r 
how  unfafe  it  was  for  any  one,  who  was  not  as  thorough  a  fcholar 
as  himfelf,  to  have  meddled  with  their  &cred  remains* 

**  Within  that  circle  none  duril  walk  but  he.**  He  has  rcpre- 
fented  Inigo  Jones  as  being  ignorant  of  the  very  names  of  thofe 
claffic  authors,  whofe  architecture  he  undertook  to  correct :  iti  his 
Foetafter  he  has  in  feveral  places  hinted  at  our  poet's  injudicious 
ufe  cif  words,  and  feems  to  have  pmnted  his  ridicule  more  than 
once  at  fome  of  his  defcriptions  and  characters.  It  is  true  that  he 
has  praiied  him,  but  it  was  not  while  that  pmife  could  have  beea 
of  any  iervice  to  him ;  and  pofthumous  applaufe  is  always  to  be 
had  on  eafy  conditions.  Happy  it  was  for  Shakefpeare,  that  he 
took  nature  for  his  guide,  amU  engaged  in  the  warm  purfuit  of  her 
beauties,  left  to  Jonion  the  repofitoriesof  leamiag :  i^  has  He  escaped 
«  conteft  which  might  have  rendered  his  life  uneafy,  andbec|ueathed 
to  our  polTeffion  the  more  valuable  copies  from  nature'  herfelf  s 
for  Shakefpeare  was  ((ays  Dr.  Hurd,  in  his  notes  on  Horace's  Art 
of  poetry)  **  the  firft  that  broke  throi^h  the  bondage  of  cb;£cd 
fuperiiition.  And  he  owed  this  felicity,  as  he  did  fome  others,  to 
his  want  of  what  is  called  the  advantage  of  a  learned  education* 
Thus,  uninfluenced  by  the  weight  of  cariy  prepoireifion,  he  pruck 
at  once  into  the  road  of  nature  and  comiiv>n  fenfe :  and  without 
defigning,  without  knowing  it,  hath  left  us  in  his  hiilorical  pUiys^ 
with  all  their  anomalies,  an  exaCter  re&mblance  of  the  Athenian 
E  e  3  ftage^ 
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ftage,  ttian  is  any  where  to  be  found  In  its  tnoft  profelTed  admirer! 
and  copyifts."  Again,  ibid.  **  It  is  poffiblc,  there  are,  who  think 
a  want  of  readings  as  well  as  vail  fupenority  of  genius,  hath  con« 
tributed  to  lift  this  aftoniQilng  man,  to  the  glory  of  being  ipJleemed 
the  mod  original  thinker  and  speaker,  fince  the  times  of 
Homer."  .       • 

To  this  cxtraft  I  may  add  the  fentiments  of  Dr.  Edward  Young 
on  the  fame  occafion.  **  Who  knows  whether  Shakefpeare  nrfght 
not  have  thought  Icfs*,  if  he  had  read  more  ?  Who  knows  if  he 
might  not  have  laboured  tinder  the  load  of  Jonfon^s  learning,  as 
Enceladus  under  ^tna  ?  His  mighty  genius,  indeed,  through  the 
moft  mountaious  oppreffion  would  have  breathed  but  fome  of  his 
Inextinguiihable  fire ;  yet  poflibly,  he  might  not  have  rifen  up  into 
that  giant,  that  much  more  than  common  man,  at  which  we  now 
gaze  with  amazement  and  delight.  Perhaps  he  was  as  learned  as 
his  dramatic  province  required;  for  whatever  other  learning  he 
wanted,  he  was  mafter  of  two  books,  which  the  lafl  conflagration 
alone  can  deftroy;  the  book  of  nature,  and  that  of  man.  Thefe 
he  had  by  heart,  and  has  tranfcribed  many  admirable  pages  of 
them  into  his  immortal  works.  Thefe  are  the  fountain -head, 
"whence  the  Caftalian  ftreams  of  original  compolitiqii  flow ;  and 
thefe  are  often  muHded  by  other  waters,  though  waters  in  their 
diftinft  channel,  moft  wholefbme  and  pure :  as  two  chemical  li- 
iquors,  feparately  clear  as  cryftal,  grow  foul  by  mixture,  and  offend 
the  fight.  So  that  he  had  not  only  as  much  learning  as  his  dra- 
m^tic  province  required,  but,  perhaps,  as  it  could  fafely  bear. 
If  Milton  had  fpared  fome  of  his  learning,  Ms  mufe  would  have 
gained  more  glory,  than  he  would  have  loft  by  it." 

,  Cory  enures  on  Original  Compojition* 
The  firft  remark  of  Voltaire  on  this  tragedy,  is  that  the  former 
king  had  been  poifoned  by  his  brother  and  hiiqueen^  The  guilt 
of  the  latter,  however,  is  far  from  being  afcertahied.  TheGhoft 
forbears  to  accufe  her  as  an  accelTary,  and  very  forcibly  recom- 
mends her  to  the  mercy  of  her  fon^  I  may  add,  that  her  con- 
jfciencc  appears  undifturbed'  during  the  exhibition  of  the  mock 
tragedy,  which  produces  fo  vifible  a  diforder  in  .her  hulbandwho 
was  really  criminal.  The  laft  oblervation  of  the  fame  author 
has  no  greater  degree  of  veracity  to  boaft  of;  for  now,  fays  he, 
all  the  a6tors  in  the  piece  are  fwept  away,  and  one  Monfleur  Fort- 
enbras  is  introduced  to  conclude  it.  Can  this  be  true,  when 
Horatio,  Ofrick,  Voltimand,  and  Cornelius  furvivc  ?  Thefe,  toge- 
'  ther  with  the  whole  court  of  Denmark,  are  fupj^ofed  to  be  prefent 
at  the  cataftrophe,,fo  that  we  are  not  indebted  to* the  Nohvegiaa 
chief  for  having  kept  the  ftage  from  vacancy. 

'Monfieur  de,  Voltaire  has  fincc  tranfmittcd  in  an  Epiftle  to  the 
Academy  of  Belles  Lettres  fome  remarks  on  the  late  French  tranf- 
lation  of  Shakefpeare  \   but  alas !  no  traces  of  genius  or  vigoOr 
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are  difcoverable  In  this  erambe  repetita^  which  is  notorious  only 
for  its  infipdity,  fallacy,  and  malice.  It  ferves  indeed  to  ihew  an 
apparent  decline  of  talents  and  fpirit  in  its  writer,  who  no  longer 
rdies  on  his  own  ability  to  depreciate  a  rival,  but  appeals  in  a 
plaintive  ftrain  to  the  queen  and  princedes  of  France  for  their  af« 
Mance  to  ftop  the  farther  circulation  of  Shakefpeare's  renown* 

Impartiality,  neverthelefs,  muft  acknowledge  that  his  private 
correfpondence  difplays  a  fuperior  degree  of  animation.  Perhap 
an  ague  (hook  him  when  he  appealed  to  the  public  on  this  fubjedt ; 
but  the  efe^  of  a  fever  feem  to  predominate  in  his  fubfequent 
letter  to  Monfieur  D'Argentcuil  on  the  fame  occafion ;  for  fuch  a 
letter  it  is  as  our  John  Doinis  (while  his  frenzy  lafled)  might  be 
fuppofed  to  have  written.  **  C'efl  moi  qui  autrefois  parlai  le  pre- 
mier de  ce  Shakefpeare :  c^eft  moi  qui  le  premier  montrai  aux 
Francois  quelques  perles  quels  j'avois  trouve  dans  fon  enorme 
filmier?  Mrs.  Montague,  the  juftly  celebrated  autborefs  of  the 
E.Jfq!f  on  the  genius  tmd  writings  of  our  author,  was  at  Paris,  and  in 
the  circle  where  thefe  ravings  of  the  Frenchman  were  iiril  publickljf 
recited.  On  hearing  the  illibehil  ezpreffion  already  quoted,  with, 
no  lefs  elegance  than  readinefs  ihe  replied — ^*  Ceft  un  fiimier  qui 
a  ferdlise  une  terre  bien  ingrate."— In  (hort,  the  author  of  Za^e^ 
Mahomet t  and  Semiramis^  poueiTes  all  the  roifchievous  qualities  of  a 
midnight  felon,  who,  in  the  hope  to  conceal  his  guilt,  lets  thehoufe 
which  he  has  robbed  on  fire. 

As  for  Meffieurs  D'Alembert  and  Marmontcl,  they  might  fafely 
be  paired  over  with  that  negledi  which  their  impotence  of  criticifm 
deferves.  Voltaire,  in  fpite  of  his  natural  difpoiition  to  vilify  an 
Englifii  poet,  by  adopting  fentiments,  characters,  and  fituations 
from  Shakefpeare,  has  bellowed  on  him  involuntaiy  praife.    Hap« 

Sily,  he  has  not  been  difgiaced  by  the  worthlefs  encomiums  or 
isfigured  by  the  aukward  imitations  of  the  other  pair,  who  "  follow 
in  the  chace  not  like  hounds  that  hunt,  but  like  thofe  who  fill  up 
the  cry."  When  D'Alembert  declares  that  more  fterling  fenfe  is 
to  be  met  with  in  ten  French  verfes  than  in  thirty  Englifh  ones, 
contempt  is  all  that  he  provokes, — fuch  contempt  as  can  only  be 
cxceedeid  by  that  which  eveiy  fcholar  will  exprefs,  who  may  chance 
to  look. into  the  profe  tranflation  of  Lucan  by  Marmontel,  with 
the  vain  expeftation  of  difcovering  either  the  Icnfe,  the  fpirit,  or 
t|^9  whole  of  the  original.    Ste£V£ns* 
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Perfons  Reprefcntedf 

DUKE  of  Venice* 

Brabantio^  a  fenator. 

9wa  atber  fenators. 

Gratiano,  brother  to  Brahantio* 

Lrodovico^  kin/man  to  Brahantio  and.  QrattMffi 

Othello,  the  Moor. 

CzffxOy  bis  lieutenant. 

lagOy  bis  ancient. 

Kodcrigo,  a  Venetian  gentleman* 

Monjano,  the  Moor's  predecejfor  in  the  govemmtnt  if 

iCyprus.  c       *    '  t 

€towny  firvant  th^  the  Moor. 
Herald. 

Defdemona,    daughter  to  Bra^mfioy    ^d  wife  |l 

OtbeUo. 
iEmilia,  toife  to  lago. 
Bianca,  mijtrefs  to  Caffion 

Officers^  gentlemen^  mejfengers^  mujscians^  failorj^  tf»f 
attendants. 

SCENEy  for  tbefirft  aS^  in  Venice  j  during  tberefi 
ofthefUg^  inCyjpnu. 
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A  C  T   I.      S  G  ^  N  EI. 

y  EN  1  c  Ef        .       •       ' 
A  fireet. 
Enter  Roderigo^  and  lagol    - 

itci.  Never  tell  me%  I  take  it 'much  tjnkiijdly. 
That  thou,  lago,— who  haft  had  my  puffe. 
As  if  the  ftringg  were  thine,— fliouldft  know  of  thiSf 
•    1(^0.  But  you'll  not  hciar  me ' :        . 
|f  ever  I  did  dream,  of  fuch  a  maftcr/  abhor  mt. 

Rod.  Thou  toldft  me,  thou  didft  hold  him  in. thy 
hate.  -    '  ,  .        .- - 

hgo.  Defpife  me,  if  I  do  not.     Three  great  ones 
of  the  city,  . 

In  perfonal  fuit  to  make  me  bis  lieutenant,    ;         \ 
^Oft  cappM  to  him  ;— and,  by  the  faith  of  man,    i 
I  know  my  price,  I* am  worth  no  woffe  a  place: 
But  hei  as  loviiig  his  own  pride  and  purpofest* 

'  Othello  J]     Th$  flory.  U  taken  from  CjmtJbu^s  Nomts.    Pop«; ..' 

I  have  not  hitherto  met  with  any  traoiktion  of  this  novel  (th6 
feTetith  in  the  third  decad)  of  fd  early  a  date  as  the  age  of  Shake- 
fpeate;  but  undoubtedly  many  of  thofe  little  pamphlets  have 
periled  between  his  time  and  oars.     ' 

This  play  was  lirfl  entered  at  Stationecs'  Hall  Od»'6,  i6ii»  by 
Thomas- Walkely.    Stbevbns. 

I  have  feen  a  French'  tranilation  of  C^jttbipj  hy  Gabriel  Chap-' 
ptiys,  Par.  1584.  This  is  not  a  faithfiil  one;  and  I  fufpe^ 
through  this  medium  the  work  c^me  into  £ngltih.    Farmer. 

*  jNever  tell  me^l    The  quartos  read,  Tii/b^  never  tell,  &c« 

Stexvens. 

\  ButyouUlnaty  &c.]  The  firft  quarto,  rcadt,  '-SWWbut  yoy, 
feci    Steevens.      ' 

'■'■  ♦  Cfft  capfdto  him ;— ]    Thus  the  quarto.    The  folio  reads, 
(Jf-cappUtD  him.    8tbb;v»n««  •  - 

v-*\;         '     ^  '-  Evadct 
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Bvadoi  them,  with  a  bomfc^  circumftance, 
.  Horribly  fflMf  d  with  epithets  of  war  5 

Non-fuits  my  mediators  i  for^  tertes  5,  fays  he, 

Ihav^  akisdy  fbofm  fV  oj^er. 

And  what  was  "he  ? 

Forfooth,  a  great  3y?t^?tij:jao_^r 

One  Michael  Caffio  7,  a  Florentine, 

A  fellow  almoft  damn!4  ^}fi  a  fair  wifei 

^       ^   '  -  That 

» —«r/«,]  1,  c.  certainly,  in  truth*  Obfolcte./  SoSpcnfcr,ui 
the /Vrcv  ^Jf^Pf  \>f  4*  ^^-P' 

•*  Ceries  herloflc  ought  mc  to  fcrrotir  moft^*    St^eve^^ 

•,  Fcrfictby  a  great  arithniSirfan  J  60,  In  i&jjfw  aitdy^iJiei^  Mer- 
0000  &y8  :  M  -s^  oneduu;  ights  by  tbe  ixiDk  of  mtbmetidJ*. 

ST££y£irS« 

■»  -sr,tf  JPJvrptlfH,^.  .It  ^ppga^  ^ f^ip  many  paiftgcs  ef  thisjAHr 
j^rlgh'tly  umleriioodi  tHatCsima  was  a  f  IprfSiatine,  ahQ  I^QuVeiie* 

•  — /«  tf /Sr/rwifc;]  In  the  former  editions  diis  hath  been 
9ffiM^^  fj^^'  W^»  butfucelyjt  jili|ftfnmtheb^nn^i^^^^ 
been  a  miilake,  beca'ule  it'appears  iFrom  a  rollowipg  pan  H)r^the 
play,  that  Caffio  was  9P  upparried  oiaH :  6n  the  other  hand^'hu 
beauty  is  o^eti  buited  tui  wHidi  k  is  iiatiiiral  enough  ^'ft^gi 
Ibld^s  ra  treat  wiih  fcom  s^nll  ridtcqle*  •  I  reiid  tixm^we^ 

'■  a  Florentines 

A  ikUow  4timoft  dartpi^ln  a^aif  <to^$}  3ut  it  vn&  ^l^^,  ^vik 
iiot  Caffio,  who  was  the  Florcnnne^  as  appears  from  A6i  5.  Sc.  n 
Ite'Ddfiagetho-eforeihoaM  be  lead  thus  s    *  ' '■' r  : 

r      •■    ».tf  Woxmtitte'ty 

AJeikfw  almcfi  damn* J  in  a  fair  fu^d  j]  Thefe  are  (he  words 
^Othello  (which  lagaia  this  re^tioa  repeats)  and  &^fy%  that  ft 
Florentine  was  an  unfit  perfon  feroommaiid,  as  being  Islifsiys^ 
ttiv0  taa  ^K  wife:;  which  was  the  caie  of  lagp.  Tl^  Qslord 
Editor,  fuppoiing  this  was  faid  by  Istgi  of  Caffio,  wiU  bane  QA> 
tp  be  the  Fkvenfttie j  wliich,  hetayB^is^plaia  jfi-tm Mu^pafis;is i* 
tith^pUff^  ri^lu^  uftdarftatd.  But  faccaike  Caffio  wag  w  raalf iejman 
(though  1  Wonder  it  diid  i^t  appear  he  toa^  i^m  fme  /^cf 
r'^^<^  ^der/iood)  iie  ^91%  the  hne  thi» : 

'AfiUmj  idmqft  dami^^  in  a  fair  phyiU 
tA  W<hite»fri^*phtafe.    Warsiiouyok.    . 

As  Mr.  Theobald's  notp  on'  this  paira|pe  appeals  to  hare  bc!0i 
written  in  concert  w^  Pr,  Warburton,  it  wiwe  oTeliBfi  to  infot 
them  l^th.  The  formeri  howeresi  CQnchidealiis.ohCknatiqDS  thus : 
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That  never  fee  a  fquadron  in  the  field. 
Nor  the  dlvifioa  ot  a^  battle  knows 

^toro 

•«  Iag0,  not  Ctf^,  wai  ttie  Fior^enitne  j  Idgo^  not  Cafio^  was^  the 
married  rtum ;  iJs^dV  Wife  attends  De/demona  to  C^»i ;  C^^i?  h'as 
amillreft  there,  a  common  firumpet;  and  le^o  tells  him  in  die 
fourth  9Sti 

She  gives  it  mU  ibmtyouJbaU  marty  &n 
wKich  would  be  abfurd,  if  Cajpo  had  been  already  married  at 
Venict.    Befides,  our  poet  follows  the  authority  of  his  novel  in 
^ving  the  villainpus  ehfigri  a  fair  wife.*    Ste evens. 

This  is  one  of  the  pafuges  which  raufi  for  the  prefcnt  be  re- 
figned  to  corruption  and  obfcurity.  I  liave  nothing  that  I  cani^* 
with  any  approach  to  confidence,  propbfe.  I  cannot  think  it  very 
plain  from  Aft  3*  So.  i.  that  CaiSio  was  or  was  net  a  Florentine. 

Jo|iKsoir« 
Othello  ufes  the  aam^  of  TlorendneZA  a  term  of  reproach ;  and 
perhaps,  the  reaibn  is  bccaufe  the  Florentines  were  ftill  in  oppofittoo^ 
to  tlve  FenetianSm     ^  See  Philip  de  Cotnines,  b.  5.  c.  i* 

A  fiUow  ahno^  damfd  in  a  faire  'Wffii,'^  T^us  }&«V^  is  fielt* 
in  the  firfi  folio;  and  (on(ie  might  have  no  obje^ion  to  readt 
A  ftfllow  alqaoft  damriM  in  a  faye  wife  -,  as  fhe  jealous  Ford  in 
The  Merry  Hives  if  W'ind/or^  Aft  2.  Sc.  a.  fays,  "  See  ifx  heU  of 
having  a  ./^  wornan  ;**  but  the  original  text  may  mean  a  fenbw 
^ditioS^  as  uoWppy  as  the  damned  with  j^uf^  of  a  fair  wile* 
I^go  afterwards,  Aft  a.  Sc.  I.  and  Aft  j«  Sc.  3.  in  words  equally- 
cmphaticalthus  owns  the  fuSerings  of  hb  inmd|  while  he  pro* 
£flet  rfev^ge : 

^  For  that  I  do  fufpeft  the  luftv  Moor 
Hath  leap'd  into  my  feat.    The  diougjbt  whereof 
Doth,  like  a  poiibnous  mineral  gnaw  my  inward^**— • 
**  But,  oh,  what  ^^bsiMr^^  minutes  lellS' he  o'er^ 
Who  doats,  yet  douto ;  fuipefts,  yet  ftroogly  lover.* 

.  Tottm 

.  The  great  difficulty  if  to  underfiand  in  what  Icnfe  any  marj  caa 
lie  (aid  to  be  almo/l  damttd  in  afitirvoife  i  or  fmr  ffyis%  as  Sir  T« 
Hanmer  pro]x>fes  to  read.    I  cannot  find  any  ^und  ^r  fap«' 
pofing  that  either  the  one  or  the  other  have  been  repu^  t9  oc 
damnable  fins  in  any  religion.    The  poet  has  uied  the  fiudoe  ii^)dc[ 
•f  expreffion  in  lihe  Mertbani  of  Femcey  Aft  i.  Sc.  t : 
**  O  my  AnthoBio,,^  do  know  of  thofe 
•«  Who  therefore  only  are  reputed  wifc^ 
•*  For  faying  nothing;  who,  I'm  very  fure, 
*^  If  they  fliould  fpeak,  would  ahwfi  damn  thofe  ears« 
t  •*  Which,  hearing  them,  would  call  their  brotbiers  ioobb* 

And  there  the  aUufion  is  evident  to  the  gofpel-judgmcnt  ap^ 
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More  than  a  fpinftcr  5.  unjefs  the  bbokifti  tbeoric  ^, 

Wfierein 
thofe,  who  call  tbeir  brothcw  fools^  I  ami  therefore  inclined  ta 
hgelieve,  that  the  true  reading  here  is, 

^*  A  fellow  almoft  damnM  in  a  fair  /j^j'* 
:and  that  Shakefpeafe  alludes  to  the  judgment  denounced  in  the  * 
gofpel  againft  thole  rf^Mhom  all  men  Jpeak  iveS. 
^  The  chara^cr  of  Caffio  is  certainly  fuch,  as  would  be  very 
likely  to  draw  upon  him  all  the  peril  of  this  denunciation,  lite- ' 
rally  underftood.     Well-bred,  eafy,  fociable,  good-natured  j  with 
abilities  enough  to  make  him  agreeable  and  ufeful,  but  not  fuf- 
ficient  to  excite  the  envy  of  his  equals,  or  to  alarm  the  jealoufy ' 
of  his  fuperion.     It  may  be  obferved  too,  tha(  Shakefpeare  has 
thought  it  proper  to  make  lago,  in  fcveral  other  paffages,  bear 
Ilia  teftimony  to  the  amiable  qualities  of  his  rivial.    InAflr,^ 
Scene  i.  he  fpeaks  thus  of  him ; 

'    ** If  Caffio  do  remain, 

«'  He  hath  a  dai^  beauty  in  his  Ufi^ 
'  **  That  makes  me  ugly.** 
1  will  only  add,  that,  however  hard  or  far-fetch*d  this  allufioij 
(whether  Shakefpeare*s,  or  only  mine)  may  feen^i  to  be,  archbilhop 
Sheldon  had  exactly  the  fame  conceit,  when  he  made  that  fin- 
gular  compliment,  as  the  writer  calls  it,  [Biog,  Britan.  Art 
Temple]  to  a  nephew  of  Sir  William  Temple,  that  ".  he  had  the 
^*  curfe  of  the  gbfpel,  becaufe  all  men  fpoke  well  of  him.** 

'  y   ,  Ttrwhitt. 

Mr.  Tyrwhitt's  ingenious  emendation  is  fupported  by  a  paflage* 
in  the  Merry  fFives  of  ff^im^r^  where  goodUfi  is  ufed  for  zfiar 
eharoHer:  **  Defend  your  reputation,  or  bid  farewel  to  yourgood^ 
Ij^  forever."    Malonb*  '* 

The  poet,  I  think,  does  not  appear  to  have  meant  lago  to  be  a 
Florentine,  Which  has  hitherto'  been  inferred   from  the  following 
paffage  in  Aft  3.  Scene  i.  •  where  Caffio,  fpeakjng  of  lago,  ftys, 
,  — -  /  nevef  knew 
A  Florentine  more  iind  and  hcmejl. 
It  is  furely  not  uncommon  for  us  to  fay  in  ptaife  of  a  foreigneri 
that  we  never  knew  one  of  our  own  countrymen  of  a  more  friendly 
difpofition.*   This,  I  believe,  is  all  that  Caffio  meant  by  his  ob-' 
fervation.  '  ' 

From  the  already-mentioned  paflage  in  hd  5.  Scene  3.  it  i» 
cettain  (as  Sir  T,  Hanraer  has  obferved)  that  lago 'was  a  Vc* 
lietian :         '     •  .      - 

"  I  know  our  country  difpofiion  Well, 
•*  In  Venice  they  do  let  heaven  fee  the  pranks 
•*  They^dare  not  ihew  their  hufbands."  '    '  / 

'    .      .       /     '          '              *  Again^ 
.'^       /   '      ^              .                     '            ■           ■■■     »■  ■    I 
' ^T'jT'f^^^']    Ttfmff  for  theory. '  Steevens,  
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«  Whcreip  the  togccf  confuls  can  propofe 

Ai  mafieriy  as  he :  mere  prattle,  without  pra£Uce, 

■  "'■    \  ■  .;  h 

Again,  .  .         -   , 

*<<  Alas,  my  ftie&d  and  my  dear  countymart 

*«  Grtf.  'What  o£  remce  /     .  •         . 

**  /flg^a,  Even  he,  &€•      '  .  . 

Thiit  Caffio,  however,  •wag  mmHedf  it  not  fufficicntly  hnjAiol- 
in  the  words,  afiUow  almofi  damtfd  in  a  fair  wifi^  fince  they  may 
mean,  acQOrding  to  IagoV,lic^tiou9  manner  ^of  expicflinjg  him* 
i^lf,  no  more  than  a  man  very  near  heing  marrieJ*  This  feems  to 
have  been  the  cafe  in  refped  of  Caffio,  A«^  4.  Scene  x.  lagop 
fyeakin^  to  himof  Bianca,  4ay8 — Why  the  cry  goes  that  yon -jSiiU 
many  ber^  Caffio  acknowledges  that  fuch  a  report  has  been  raifed, 
and  adds.  This  is  the  inmtMf^s  ifvkt  p^ng  0ut  :,Jbe  is  petfuaded  I 
'Ujill  marry  her  out  of  her  awn  lave  and  felf-Jiattery^  not  out  ef  my 
fromifi.  Jagp  then^  leaving  heard  this  report  before,  very  natu- 
rally circulates  it  in  his  prefent  converfation  with  Roderi^o*  If, 
Shakelpeare,  however,  deigned  Bianca  for  a  curtizan  oiCyfrui. 
(where  Caffio  had  not  yet  been,  and  had  therefore  never  feen  her) 
.lago  cannot  be  fuppdied'  to  nilude  to  the  report  concerning  hia 
marriage  with  Her,  and  confequcntly  this  part  of  my^argumea^^ 
muft  fall  to  the  ground. 

Had  Shakefpeare,  confiflently  withlago's  ch^raifter,  meant  to 
make  him  fay  that  Caifio  was  aHuaiy  £mrld  in  being  married  i#. 
«  bam^ome  nuomany  he  woidd  have  jnade  him  lay  it  autright,,  and 
aot.lmye-interpofed  the  p^liative  ahnofi.  Whereas  what  he  faya 
at  prefent  amounts  to  no  more  than  that  (ho^vever  near  hia  mar*; 
ziage)  be  is  not  yet  conUiktejy  damtfd,  becaufe  he  is  not  ahfihtely^ 
married.  The  fuccecding  parts  of  lago's  converfation  fufficiendy^ 
evince,  that  die.  poet  thought  no  mode  of  concfption  or;ezpreiSpn 
400  brutal  for  the  charader.  ^Stesveks.    .  .    r 

*  Wherein  /^^tongued  confids-^^  So  the  geperality  of  the  im-, 
preffions  iiead  ;  but-  the  pldefl  quarto  has  it  t^ged^^  the,  fenators*, 
that  ailiQed  the  duke  in  council,  in  their  proper  gpnxms^^-^xxx  lee- 
me  explain .  why  I  have  ventured  to  fub^itiite  counfelhrs  in  the 
room  ofsonfuls:  the.Venetiai^  nobility  conftitute  the  great  council^ 
of  the  fenate,  and  are  a  part  of  the  admiuifiration;.:and  fuavri 
moned  to  affift  and  counifllVl^^*ppge,  who  Is  prince  of  the  fenate»^ 
So  that  they  m^y  vcry..^QpCrly  be  called  Counfelhrs.,  Thoxi^^ 
the  government  of  Venice  jwas  democratic  at  firft,  under  canfi^ls 
and  /r/3«»fi;,.that  form  Q^.ppWer  ha's  been  totally  abrogated,  fincc- 
Poges  have  bfeeh  elected.  •  Theobald.  -i 

IfhfTsi^,  the  toged  coi^^U-r-'l    ,C9l\i'dh  ^^''  cojunfellors.  .  e 

'"     '  '       *  Warburton. 
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Is  all  his  foldierihip:  ^  But  he,  fjr,  had  the  ele^lon: 
AAd  t,— ^  whoAi  his  eyes  had  feen  the  proof. 
At  Rhodes,  at  Cyprus ;  and  on  other  grounds 
Chriftian  and  he^then»«-**  mult  be  be-ke'd  and  calm'd 
By  debtor  and  creditor,  this  counter-caftcr  ^i 
He,  in  good  time,  muft  his  lieutenant  be. 
And  I|  fir,  (Uefs  the  mark  4 !)  Im  Moor-fhip's  s  an- 
cient. 
Rod.  By  heaven,  I  rathor  would  have  been  his 

hane;nian« 
lago.  But  tnere^s  no  reniedy,  'tis  the  curfe  of  fer- 

vice;  I 

Pieferment  gots  ^  -by  letter,  and  sflleftion,  | 

■■    .  .  .  i 

9^  tifgeJ  fcthkpi  n  mcxaxfiaciM^  in  omxifidon  to  tlie  uwrSir 
otohficadons  of  wliich  he  had  been  leaking.  Ife  niu;ht  bate 
mmed  the  word,  in  aUufion  to  the  Laiin  adage-^-CedSx/  anm 
t^it.    Stbstkns.  I 

*^muftbe\td  ondcaMd]    So  the  old  qaarto.    TheMfbfiof       \ 
Wubk^k^J:  but  that  ipoils  the  meafure.    I  read  iSsf,  hindered* 

WAitBiriToir, 

J?r*&ifVfa!t8  to  ai&9*^  and  the  meafure  is  notlefiperfeft  dumia 
itiany  other  places.    Joukson. 

JBiHhrVand  he^dmfdnxe  terms  of  navi^on. 

1  hate  been  informed  that  one  veflel  u  fiiid  to  be  in  the  £«  of 
another  when  it  it  (b  placed  that  die  vrind  is  intercepted  from  itt 
lago*s  meaning  therefore  is,  that  Caffio  had  got  the  wind  of  hiin^ 
and  ^e^tMJYnm  from  going  on* 

To  he-aibm  (as  1  Mtm  nom  Falconer's  Marim  DiffUtuay)  if 
fikewife  to  obftruft  the  cuntnt  of  the  wind  in  its  pai&ge  to  a  (hipi 
by  ;my  contiguous  objed.    Stbk vens« 

s  .^/tooounter-cafier^  ItwasandendytliepnifiioetoredoB 
up  fums  with  ctmoen.  To  this  Shakefpeare  alludes  again  in 
CpnMhet  Aft  s«  **•— itfums  npthoufands  in  atrice:  youhave 
so  true  debtor  and  crecEtoTf  but  it :  of  what's  paft,  is,  and  to  comei 
die  diftharge.  Your  neck,  fir,  is  pen,  book,  and  eomtters^  ku 
Again,  in  Act^ifins^  a  comedjr,  1529 :  •*  I  wyl  caft  my  comum^ 
^  widi  cwmtri^  make  alt  my  reckenyngor."    Stsbyeks. 

4  mm^ikfs  tJbemm^il]  Kelly,  in  his  comments  on  Soots  pro* 
V6^bs,  oblorves,  that  the  Scots,  when  tbqf  compare  perfim  to  pa* 
ion,  ufe  this  exdamadon.    Steetxk s* 

^  —  to  Mooxihip*!— ]    Thefiift  cpiano  itads-Ms  foat^V— 

STfiSTEVI* 

f  mmijf  kutr^^    By  ncmmtKdatim  fiom  powciful  ftioids. 

JoHKiojr* 
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^  Mot  by  the  old  gradation,  where  each  fecond 
fetood  heir  to  the  firft.     Now,  fir,  be  judge  y-cHirfelf^i 
^  Whether  I  iri  dhy  jutt  term  ^  affin'd 
*ro  love  the  Moor. 

Rod.  i  wcfbld  not  follow  him  then; 

iagb.  O,  fir,  content  you ; 
i  fol&w  him  to  ferve  my  curn  upon  him : 
We  cannot  ail  be  mailers^  nor  all  mafterd 
Cannot  be  truly  fblldw'd*    Yttu  ikall  roark 
Many  a  duteous  and  kmse-crooking  knave. 
That,  doting  oh  I>is  own  dbfequk)us  bondage^ 
Wears  put  his  time,  milch  Hke  his  ma(t«Fs  afs^ 
For  nought  but  provender^  and^  when  he's  okl^  ci^ 

fliier*d; 
Whig  iJie  futh  9  hbhfeft  knaves  :  Others  theft  are> 
Wljo,  trimiti*d  in  form%  and  vifages  of  duty^ 
keep  yet  their  hearts  attending  on  themfelves  ; 
Aad^  drawing  but  (hows  of  iervice  on  their  lords. 
Do  well  thrive  by  them^  and,  when  they  have  lin*d 

theilr  coats^ 
Dd  theimielves  homage :   theTe  fellows   hav6  fornix 

foul  I 
And  futh  a  one  dd  I  prpfeft  myftlf; 

^  Noi  hy  the  iM  gra^tion^ — j  Wliat  is  old  gradation  ?  He  im- 
teediately  eifplains  ^fdi^hn  veiy  prpperlyi  Bvit  the  idea  of  oU 
floes  not  come  into  it: 

*  '  where  each  fecohi 

Stood  heir  tif  the  firji.'"'--^ 
I  raad  therefore. 

Not  (as  of  old)  ^adofzofti^u  fe.  it  doei  not  gb  bjr  gi-aclsltioftj  ds 
It  did  ot*  old.    WArbitrton. 

.    Oii^adation^  is  gradation  eflablifhed  by  antient  pKi6ticfei     Where 
h  tlie  diflicaky  ?   jbHf^Sow, 

•  If  I  in  awf  juft  term  am  affinM]  Ajgrned  M  the  itfading  of  th<i 
third  qoarto  And  the  firft'  folio.  The  lecond  quarto  and  all  thd 
}nQdern  editions  have^a(^«V.  The  meaning  is,  Bo  IJfandvtitKiA 
uny^uph  tcrn[)s  cf  ptopinqUity  of  relation  to  we  Moor^  as  that  it.  U 
iffy  day  to  itn^e  him  f    Johns  on. 

*  —  &one/f  knaves* — ]  Knave  is  here  fot  fervdnt^  but  with  ii 
i«^xturc^of  fly  contempt;    Johnson. 

Vou  X*  Ff  toU 
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For,  fir. 

It  is  as  fure  as  you  are  Roderigo, 

Were  I  the  Moor,  I  would  not  be  lago; 

In  following  him,  I  follow  but  myfelf ; 

Heaven  is  my  judge,  hot  I  for  love  and  duty,' 

But  feeming  fo,  for  my  peculiar  end : 

For  when  xny'  outward  a<9:ion  doth  dctnonftrate 

The  native  aft  and  figure  of  my  heart 

'  In  comt>liment  extern,  *tis  not  long  after 

But  I  will  wear  my  heart  upon  my  fleeve 

For  daws  *  to  peck  at :  I  am  not  what  I  am.^ 

Rod.  What  a  full  fortune  does  the  thick-lips  owe  J, 
.  If  he  can  carry't  -thus  ! 

lago.  Call  up  her  father, 
Rou^  him:  make  after  him,  poifon  his  delight, 
Proclaim  him  in  the  fl:reets ;  incenfe  her  kinfmcn, 
And,  though  he  in  a  fertile  climate  dwell. 
Plague  him  with  flies,:  though  that  his  joy  be  joy. 
Yet  throw  fuch  changes  of  vexation  on't. 
As  it  may  lofe  fome  colour. 

Rod.  Here  is  her  father's  houfe;  I'll  call  aloud. 

lago.  Do ;  with  like  timorous  accent,  and  dire  yell, 

*  As  when,  by  night  and  negligence,  the  fire 
Is  fpy'd  in  populous  cities. 

Rod. 

*  /«  compliment  extern^ — ]     In  that  which  I  do  only  for  an  out* 
ward  Ihew  of  civility,    Johnson.    ' 

So,  in  Sir  W.  DAvenan^s  Alhovlne^  1629  : 

*'  —  that  in  fight  extern 

•   **  A  patriarch  feems.**    Steevens. 

*  For  daws—]  The  firft  quarto  reads,  for  doves —   Steevens. 

•  ^  3  What  a  full  fortune  does  the  thick-lips  owe?]  JFtdlJorime 
IS,  I  beiieve,  a 'complete  piece  of  good  fortune,  as  in  another 
fcene  of  this  play  ay»//  foldier  is  put  for  a  complete  foldier.  To 
irwe  is  in  ancient  language,  to  <?w»,  to  poflefs.    Steevens. 

'*.  As  'wheti^  hy  night  and  ziegligence^  the  fire 

Is  {yf^  in  populous  cities^     This  is  not  fenfe,  take  it  which 

way  you  will.     If  night  and  negligence  relate  to  Jpied^  it  is  abfurd  to 

fay,  the  fire  was  fpied  hy  negUgence.     If  mght  and  negUgtrice  rcfa 

only  to  the  lime  and  occafion,  it  fliould  then  be  nighty  and  threi^lf 
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kod.  What  ho!  Brabantio!  figniorBrabantio,  ho! 

Ja^o.  AMc-ake!    what,   ho!    Brabantio!    thieves! 
thieveis! 
Look  tb  your  houfe^  your  daUghterj  and  your  bags ! 
thieves !  thieves  I 

Brahantio^  above^  at  a  windoid. 

Era.  What  is  the  reafon  of  this  terribfe  fumnions  ?, 
"What  is  the  matter  there  ? 

Rod.  Signior,  is  all  your  family  within  ? 

tago:  Are  your  doors  lockM  5  ? 

Bra.  Why  ?  wherefore  alk  you  this  ? 

lago.  Sir,  you  arc  robb'd ;  for  fliame,  put  on  your 
gown; 
Your  heart  is  biirft  ^,  you  have  loft  half  your  foul ; 

negligence^  Otherwifc  the  particle  ^  would  be  made  to  fignify  time 
applied  to  one  word,  and  cau/e  applied  to  the  other.  We  fliould 
read  therefore^  Is  fpred,  by  which  all  thefe  faults  are  avoided. 
But  vvh^t  is  of  mod  weight,  the  limilitude,  thus  emended,  agrees 
beft  with  the  fa6t  it  is  applied  to.  Had  this  notice  been  given  to 
Brabantio  before  his  daughter  ran  away  and  married,  it  might  then 
indeed,  have  been  well  enough  compared  to  the  alarm  given  of  a 
ire  juft  JpieJ^y  as  foon  it  as  was  begun.  But  being  given  after  the 
parties  <were  bedded^  it  was  more  fitly  compared  to  a  fire  fpred  ly 
night  and  negligence^  fo  as  not  to  be  cxtinguifhcd.     W  arbvrton. 

The  particle  is  ufed  equivocally  j  the  fame  liberty  is  taken  by 
<rriters  more  correct. 

Tlje  wonderftd  creature  !  a  *vwman  of  reafon  /  . 
"Never  grange  out  oi pride ^  never  ge^  out  oi  feafon. 

Johnson. 
Dr.  Warburtoii  ieems  to  have  forgot  that  the  marriage  was  not 
tonfummated  till  the  parties  arrived  at  Cyprus  : 
Come,  my  dear  love ! 
The  purchafe  made,  the  fruits  are  to  enfuc; 
That  profit's  yet  to  come  'twixt  me  and  you. 

Steevens. 

*  Are  your  doors  locked?]  The  firft  quarto  reads,  Are  all  doors 
lock'd?    Steevens. 

*  — is  burft,]  i.  f.  broken.  Burfi  for  broke  is  ufed  in  out 
iuthor's  King  Henry  IV.  P.  2:  *^  — and  then  he  iu^  h'ls  head 
&i crowdbg  among  the  naarfhars  men."    Steevens. 
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Even  now,  very  now,  an  old  black  ram 
Is  tupping  your  white  ewe.     Arife,  arife  5 
Awake  the  Ihorcing  citizens  with  thie  bell* 
Or  tlfe  the  devil  will  make  a  grapd&re  of  you : 
Arife,  I  fay. 

Bra.  What,  have  you  loft  your  wits  ? 

Rod.  Moft  reverend  fignior,  dq  you   know  my 
voice? 

Bra.  Notii  What  are  you? 

Rod.  My  name  is — Roderigo. 

Bra.  The  worfe  welcome  : 
I  have  charged  thee,  not  to  haunt  about  my  rfoors: 
In  boneft  piainnefs  thou  haft  heard  me  fay. 
My  daughter  is  not  for  thee ;  and  now,  in  madnefsti 
Being  full  of  fupper,  and  diftemperiog  draughts^ 
Upon  malicious  bravery,  doft  tbou  come 
To  ftart  my  quiet. 

Rod.  Sir,  fir,  fir,— ^ 

Bra.  But  thou  muft  needs  be  fure, 
My  fpirit,  and  my  place,  have  in  tbem  power 
To  make  this  bitter  to  thee. 

Rod.  Patience,  good  fir. 

Bra.  What  teirft  thou  me  of  robbing  ?  this  y[ 
Venice ; 
My  boufe  is  not  a  grange  \ 

Rel 

7  Grojige.^    _  this  is  Venice  ; 

My  hoafe  is  not  2i grange,*.  »*» 
That  18,  *'  you  arc  in  a  populous  city,  not  in  ^  ione  houfe,  where 
a  robbery  mi|;ht  eafily  be  commitred.'*  Grange  is  ltri£Uy  and 
properly  the  tarm  of  a  monaftery,  where  the  religious  repofitcJ 
their  corn,  Grangia  Lat.  from  Granum*  But  in  Lincolnihirc, 
and  m  other  northern  counties,  they  call  every  lone  boufe,  or  iann 
which  ftands  folitaiy,  ^grange*  W  a  r  ton  . 
So,  in  T.  Hey  wood's  Engiijb  fravelkr^  1633  ; 

*'  VVho  can  blame  him  to  abfent  himicif  from  home, 
'*  And  make  his  father's  houfe  bat  as  ^grange,  &c.  (^ 
Again,  in  Daniel's  Complaint  of  Rojhmond^  1 599 ; 
««  -— foon  was  I  train'd  from  court 
**  To^foUutry gTMigejUc,^ 
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Rod.  Moft  gra^e  Brabancio, 
In  fimple  and  pure  foul  I  come  to  you. 

lago.  Sir,  you  are  one  elf  thofe,  that  will  not  fervc 
God,  if  the  devil  bid  you.  Becaufe  wc  come  to  do 
you  fervice,  you  think  wc  are  ruffians :  You'll  have 
your  daughter  covered  with  a  Barbary  horfe ;  youMl 
have  your  ncphevC»s  ^  neigh  to  you  :  you'll  have  cour- 
fers  for  coMfins,  and  gennets  for  germans  ^ 

Bra.  «  What  profane  wretch  art  thou  ? 

lago.  I  am  one,  fir,  that  comes  to  tell  you,  *  your 

daughter 

Again,  in  Meqfurefar  Meafitre : 

**  —  at  the  moated  ^ange  rcfidcs  this  dcjcvSed  Mariana." 

SrEEVEfJS. 

•  -^0«r  nephews  neigb  toyou :]  Nfpheix.\  in  this  inllancc,  has 
tU  powor  of  the  Latin  word  nefH>s^  and  figi^iHcs  a  grandfon,  or  any 
lineal  defceod^t,  however  remote.     So,  in  Speafbr : 

**  And  all  the  fons  of  thefc  five  brethren  reign'd 
**  BydueTuccefs,  and  oil  their  »<r/i6^'u;j  kue, 
*'  Even  thrice  eleven  defcents  the  crown  obtain'd-'* 
Again,  in  Cha^an*s  verfion  of  theOdyfley,  ^.24.   Laertes  fays 
ofTelcmachus  his  ffraniifm: 

"  — to  behold  my  ion 
*'  And  n(fhevj  clofe  in  (uch  contention.** 
SirW.  Dugdale  very  often  employs  the  word  in  this  fenfe;  and 
without  it,  it  would  not  be  very  eafy  to  (hew  how  Brahauth  could 
have  nephrms  by  the  marriage  of  his  daughter.  Ben  Jonfon  like- 
wife  uies  it  wieh  the  fame  meaning.  The  alliteration  in  this 
paflage  caufed  Shakefpcare  to  have  recourfe  to  ir,     Steevens, 

•  —  geonets  fir  germans.]  P^jcnntt  is  a  Spanilh  horfe*  So,  in 
Heywood*s  Rape  (fLucrece^  1630 : 

"  —  th^rc  flays  within  my  tent 
"  A  winged  jennet^        Steevei^s. 
'  Wfjat  profane  tarctch  art  thou  f  ]     That  is,  wJjat  ivretch  of  grofs 
andUcentious  language?     In  that  &nfe  Sha^efpeare  Qtten  ufes  thp 
word  pro^Eine.     Johnsov. 
It  is  fo  ufed  by  other  writers  of  the  (ame  age : 
"  How  far  otf  dwells  the  houie  furgeon  ? 
*«  — You  arc  a/rfl/&w  fellow,  i'feiilh." 
Again,  in  Ben  Jonfon's  TaUofa  Tub; 

"  By  the  fly  juftice,  and  his  zXexVprqfane.^    Sry eveits. 

•  ^your  daughter  and  the  Moor  are  making  the  beaft  with  two. 
backs.]  This  IS  an  ancient  pfovefbiiii  expreflion  Jn  the  French 
language,  whence  Shakefpeare  probably  boirpwcd  it  5  for  in  the 
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daughter  and  the  Moor  are  now  making  the  beaft 
with  two  backs. 

Bra.  Thou'art  a  yill^n, 

lago.  You  are — a  fen^tor. 
•  Bra.  This  thou  fhalt  ^nfwer ;  I  know  thee,  Rodp- 
rlgo. 

fiod.  Sir,  I  will  anfwer  any  thing,    Biit  I  be/eech 
you, 
[?  If  t  be  yogr  pleafure,  and  mpft  wife  confent, 
(As  partly,  I  find,  it  is)  that  your  fair  daughierj. 
At  4  this  odd  even  and  dull  watch  o*  the  night,  ' 
Tranfported — with  no  worfe  nor  better  guard, 
But  with  a  knave  of  comnipn  hire,  a  goridalier,-7r 
To  the  grols  clafps  of  a  laifcivious  Moor  > — 

DJ^Ionave  des  Proverhes  Franpifes^  par  G<,  D,  B.  Bruilelles,  1710, 
J  2  mo,  I  find  the  following  article :  **  Faire  la  Bete  a  deux  Dos" 
pour  dire  faire  I'amour.     Percy. 

In  the  piBionaire  Comiquiy  par  1<5  R6u3C,  17JO,  this  phrafe  is 
more  particularly  explained  under  the  article  Bete..  '  "  Faire  la  heU 
a'dsux  dos, — Maniere  dp  parler  qui  fignilfie  etre  couche  avec  unc 
femme;  faire  le  deduit.'* — '•  Et  faifoient  tous  deux  fouveh^  en- 
femble  la  hete  a  deux  dos  joyeufemeht." — Rabelais,  liv.  I.  There 
was  a  tranflation  of  Rabelais  publiftied  in  the  time  of  Shakefpeare. 

Malone. 
3  If  the  ^  &c.]   The  lines  printed  in  crotchets  are  not  in  theM 
edition,  but  in  the  folio  of  1623.    Johnson:, 

*  — this  odd  even — ]  The  e<uen  o^  night  is  midnight^  the  dme 
when  niglvt  is  divided  into  (rjen  parts.     Johnson, 

'  Odd  is  here  annblguoully  ufed,  as  it  fignifies  ^m«^^,  uncouth^  or 
ummnted ;   and  as  it  is  oppofed  to  even. 

This  exprellion,  however  explained,  is  veiy  har(h ;  and  the 
poet  might  have  written — At  this  odd  Jieven.  Steven  is  an  ancient 
word  Signifying  time^  So,  in  the  old  ballad  of  Rohin  Hood  and  Guj 
of  Gifiorne : 

*'  We  may  chance  to  meet  with  Robin  Hood 
"  Here  at  fome  unfett  "y5Vt;£*«." 
A^in,  in  the  Eooke  of  tJje  mofie  vidloryous  Prynce  Gzty  ofWarooich 
l>i,  1.  no  date : 
'  *        **  Nowe  we  be  metteat  unfette^w^», 

"  Therefore  we  fhall  make  us  even." 
Again,  in  Chaucer's  Knight^ 5  Tak^  late  edit,  ver,  1526  : 
'    '      J*  Foraldajrmctenmenatunfet^w^»fc'*    Steev£ns# 

■;•'  ■  '    ■•  -^ ••  tf 
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If  this  be  k^dwn  to  you,  and  your  .allowahc^^  * 

Vjfe  then  hayc  done  you  bold  and  faucy  wrongs  ; 

But,  if  you  know  not  this,  my  manners  tell  me. 

We  have  your. wrong  rebuke.    Do  not  believe. 

That,  from  the  fenfe  of  all.  civility, 

I  thus  would  play  and  trifle  with  your  reverence  : 

Your  daughter,*— if  you  have  not  given  her  leave,—  ' 

I  fay  again,  hath  made  a  grojs  revolt; 

Tying  her  duty,  beauty,  wit,  and  fortunes. 

To  an  extravagant  5  and  wheeling  ftranger,   ' 

Of  here  and  every  where:,. Straight  fatisfy  yourfelf :] 

If  fhe  be  in  her  chamber,  or  your  Iioufe, 

Let  loofe  on  me  the  juftice  of  the  ftatc 

For  thus.deluding  you  ^. 

Bra.  Strike  on  the  tinder,  ho! 
Give  me  a- taper  5 — call  up  all  my  people  :— 
This  accident  is  not  unlike  my-  dream. 
Belief  of  it  opprcfles  hie  already  :— 
J.ight,  I  fay  1  light ! 

lago*  Farewel  5  for  I  muft  leave  you : 
It  feems  not  meet,  nor  wholefome  to  my  place. 
To  be  produced  7  (as,  if  I  (lay,  I  (hall)       ' 
Again  ft  the  Moor :  For,  I  do  know,  the  flate,— 
However  this  may  gall  him  with  ^  fome  check,—  • 
Cannot  with  fafcty  9  caft  him  ;  for  he's  embarked 
With  fuch  loud  reafon  to  the  Cyprus'  war, 
(Which  even  now  ftands  in  ia6l)  that,  for  their  fouls, 
i^nother  of  his  fathom  they  have  not, 

»  To  an  extravagant^  &dc.]  The  old  copies  read,  In  an  extra- 
vagant^  »cc.   Mr  ,Pofe  made  this  change,  which  feems  to  be  necelfary* 

Extravagant  is  here  ufed  in  its  Latin  fignification,  for  wan- 
dering.   Thus  in  Hamlet ;.  "  — ^The  extravagant  and  erring  fpirit.*' 

Steevens, 

*  For  tfjui  deluding  you^l  The  firft  quarto  reads.  For  this  de* 
tu/iottf     Steevens.  i 

T  Tobe  produced]     The  folio  rt^^%^  froduHed,    Steevens, 

•  — '  fome  cheeky  ]     Some  rebuke.    Johnson. 

9  — csift  Ijiffg: — ]  That  is,  difmi/s  him;  rtjeB  him.  We  ftill 
lay,  a  caft  coat,  and  a  cqft  ferving-man.    Johnson. 
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To  lead  their  bufioefs  ;  in  which  rtgard^ 

Though  I  do  bate  him  as  I  do  hell  pain^ 

Yet,  for  neceflity  of  prcfont  life, 

I  mu(t  (hew  out  a  fl^g  and  fign  of  love^ 

Which  is  indeed  but  fign.     Th^c  Jo^  ibaU  (uH\f 

find  him,  .. 
Lisad  to  the  Sagittary  the  raised  fearch^ 
And  there  will  I  be  mtk  him.    So,  f^rewel.    lEifit. 

Entir,  bel(yti\  Brahanthi  und  JkmanU^ 

Bra.  It  is  too  true  an  evil :  gonis  (he  is } 
*  And  what's  to  rome  of  my  defpifed  time, 
Js  nought  but  bitterqefs, — Now,  Roderigp* 
Where  didft  tl^ou  fee  her  ? — O  unhappy  girt  I — 
^With  the   Mo(jr,  fay'ft  thou? — Who  would  be ^ 

father?— 
^ow  didft  thoii  know  *twa$  Ihc  ?— *  O,  thou  deccjv'ft 

me 
Paft  tl^oqght !— What  feid  (he  to  you  ?— Get  ipore 

tapers; 
llaifeall  nay  kindrcd.—rAre  tbey  m^rry'd^  think  you? 
Rod.  Tfruly^  I  think,  they  are. 

?  4^^  "-j^afs  to  com  of  n^  defpifed  timi\    Why  defpifed  time  ? 
Weftould  read, 

defp^tcd  trVc, 
i.  $^  vcxatiops^     Wa^burtok. 

lyefptfed  tirney  \^  tim  qfno  vatue\  time  in  wliicl^ 
*'  There%  rtothing  ferioua  in  mortality, 
•*  1  he  wine  of  life  is  drawn,  and  the  mere  dregs 
f^  Are  left  this  vault  to  brag  of/'    M^hftb^      John-soh. 
I^gain,  in  Romeo  aauf  Juliet; 

«  — expire  the  term 
*'  Of  a  ik/fiJcdViiQ  clos'd  in  my  bn?^.^  >  Stesvens. 
*  —  O,  thou  dkevvji  me 
J^^^/wught  t-^'^    Thus  the  quarto  162a.    The  folio  i6*3| 
^nd  the  quartos  1630  and  16^5  read, 
'  '  Oyjhe  d^<erJ€S  m^      • 

Pii/t  thonghtl 

I  hare  cliafen  ttie  apodrophe  to  his  abf^  daughter,  as.tb&mefl; 
fpirited  of  the  two  readings,    STEEVENSf    ^  •••  ~     ' 

•■•'. ■  •■  ■•  ■  ^  ■    ■  '  m-. 
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jB^4,  O  heaven  ?•— How  got  flie  out  ?— O  treafoq 
of  the  Mood  l-^ 
|Fadier»,  from  hence  truft  not  your  daughters*  minds 
3y  what  you  fee  them  a£t-^Are  there  not  charms, 
s  By  whtf:h  the  property  of  youth  and  maidhood  4 
May  be  abus'd  ?  Have  you  not  read,  Roderigo, 
Of  fome  fuch  thing  ? 

Ro4*  Yes,  fir;  I  have,  indeed. 

Bra.  Call  up  my  brx)ther. — O,  'would  yx>u  had 
had  her!— 
{Some  one  way,  fome  anothcr.-^Do  you  know 
Where  we  may  apprehend  her  and  die  Moor  ? 

Raf.  I  think,  i  can  difcover  him ;  if  you  pleafe 
T^o  get  good  guard,  and  go  along  with  me. 

Bra.  Pray  you,  lead  on.    s  At  every  houfc  Pli  call  i 
J  may  command  at  inoft  :-~Gct  weapons,  ho! 
And  raife  fome  fpecial  officers  of  might  ^ — 
0n,  good  Rodcrigo ;  J*U  deferve  your  pains.  lEKctcnf, 

S    C    £    N    E        XL 

'  Another  fireeu 

Mnttr  Otbillo^  Jago,  and  aHen^anis: 

lag^.  Though  in  the  trade  of  war  I  have  flain  m«n, 
^et  do  I  hold  it  very  ftufF?  o*  the  confcience 

to 

[3  ^  wbich  thi  property  qfycuti^  and  imu&imd 

mq^  if  abusM  ?— ]  By  which  the  fecultics  of  a  yxmng  virgin 
^ay  hfi  bfetuatcA,  and  made  fubjica  u^  iUufiooa  aatf  to  fcafe  ima.- 
gination : 

"  Wipfced  dreams  aiufi 

"  The  curtain'd  (leep,^    Machib^      JpHl^soi^ 
f  ^an4'maiJktfoJ^]    The  quarto  rcad^aod  maJ!HH>d^. 

f  JPr^  you,  lead  on.]    The  fiiA  (juarto  icads,  Pray  lead  me  oa.  * 

#       ^    •  1.  1    m.    f.  /,  .  Stbsvens. 

S  ""  A  2'f  •  J*-*    ^^^  "^"  ^^xto  rieadft— of «^/.    Stbevens* 

f  —  ftuff  IT  tU  confcience]    Thi»  expr^Son  to  common  reader* 

f  j^JJWrs  Ji^rfh.    Stuff  oi  the  confci€nc$  is,  fuhjiance,  pr  effence  of  the 

confcience* 
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Tq  do  no  contrived  r^urder  j  I  l^k  iniquity  ;    .    . 
Sometimes,  to  do  me  fervicc :  Nine  or  tea  times 
I  bad  thought  to  have  jerk'd  him  here  under  the  ribs, 

Olb.  'Tis  better  as  it  is, 

tago.  Nay,  but  he  prated. 
And  fpoke  fuch  fcurvy  and  provoking  terms 
Againft  your  honour. 
That,  with  the  little  godl^nefs  I  have, 
I  did  full  hard  forbear  him.     But,  I  pray  yo^,  lir^ 
Are  you  faft  marry'd  ?  for,  be  fore  of  this, — ►  *    ^ 
That  the.^  ma^ifico  is  much  beloved  ;      ]  ■ . 
And  hath,  in  his  efFe£t,  a  voice  potential 
5  As  double  as  the  dukq's :  he  ViU  divorce  you  5 

conicience.    Stuff  \%  a  word  of  great  force  in  the  Teutonic  lan- 
guages.   The  elcQ^ents  are  called  in  DcttR^i  Hdefdjioffm^  or  hfld,, 
Jiuffsm    Johnson.  ..•       .     ' 

Agai  n,  i n  King  Henry  VII  f : 

YouVc  full  of  hRdaztiXy  fluffs  Sec. 
Frifch's  German  DiHUmary   gives  this  explanation  of  lh«  word 
^^^':-Trmateries  ea^jqua  aliquid  fi^q  potwit.  'jSte*|vens. 

'^  —  the  magnifico]  **  TJfie  chief  men  of  Venice  are  by  a  pecui 
liar  name  called  Magnifici^i.  e.  ma^mficocs!^  Minihew's  DiSlioHary* 
Ste  too  ^olf one.    Tollet. 

^  j^s  double  as  the  duke^s : — ]  Rymer  feems  to  have  had  his  eye 
on  this  pailage,  amon^ft  o^jersy  where  he  tsilk$  fo  mxicK  of  the  im- 
propriety  and  barbarity  in  the  flile  of  this  play.  Buk  it  is  an^Ie* 
^nt  Grecifm.  As  .v/a»^9  fignifies  as  large^  as  exten/hfe ;  for  thus 
the  Greeks  ufe  ^v\«f<;.  pi^»  1.  2.  c.  213.  And  in  th^  fam^ 
manner  and  conftrudibn,  the  Latins  fometimes  ufed  duplex.  And 
the  old  French  writep  fay,  La  plus  double.  Dr.  Bcntlcy  nas  been  as 
fevere  on  Milton  for  as  degant  a  Grecifm  : 

Tet  virgin  ^Proferpina^^z«  Jove,  lib.  9.  vcr.  396. 
It  is  an  imitation  of  the  Ui^^mt  U  &ftXa^»  of  Theocritus^  for  an 
§inmarried  virgin,     Warburton. 

This  note  has  been  mi^ch  cenfiired  by  Mr.  Upton,  who  denies 
that  the  quotation  is  in  Diofcoridesj  and  difputes,  not  without  rp- 
fon,the  interpretation  of  Theocritus. 

.  All  this  learning,  if  it  had  eyen  been  what  it  endeavours  to  he 
thought,  is,  in  this  place,  fu^rfluous.  '  There  is  no  ground  of 
iuppofing,  that  our  authorcopied  or  knew  the  Greek  |)hrafe ;  ^or 
does  it  follow,  that,  becaufe  a  word  has  two  fcnfes  in  one  lan- 
guage, the  word  which  in  another  anfwers  to  one  fenfe,  ihould  an-i^ 
*  ^  fwer 
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Or  put  upon  you  what  refl;raiat  and  grievance 
The  law  (with  all  h\%  might,  tq  e^for^c  it  op) 
Will  give  him  cable. 

Osb.  Let  him  do  his  fpitc : 
My  fervices,  which  I  have  done  the  figniory. 
Shall  out-toi^gue  his  complaints.    *Tis  yet  to  knowi! 
(Which,  when  I  know  that  boafting  is  an  honour^ 
Lihall  promulgate)  I  fetch  my  life  and  being 
From  '  men  of  royal  fiege  j  *  and  my  demerits 

May 

Iwer  to  botb.  MoMusy  in  Latin,  fignifiesboth  a  latuiAnd  a  troop  tf 
fiidiers^  but  we  cannot  &y,  that  the  captain  marched  at  /^f*  head  ef 
tfis  hand ;  or,  that  he  laid  his  troop  upon  hisfixjord.  It  is  not  al- 
ways in  books  that  the  meaning  is  to  be  fought  of  this  writer, 
who  was  much  more  acquainted  with  naked  realbn  and  with  living 
manners. 

Hmhle  has  here  its  natural  fenfe.  The  prefident  of  every  deli- 
berative aflembly  has  a  double  voice.  In.  our  courts,  the  chief 
juilice.and  one  of  the  inferior  judges  prevail  over  the  other  two, 
becauie  the  chief  juHice  has  a  double  voice* 

Brabantio  had,  in  his  4[eSi^  though  not  by  law,  yet  by  weight 
^nd  influence^  a  voice  not  aifttal  and  formal,  hut  J>otential  and  opera- 
tive,  as  dou^le^  that  is,  a  voice  that  when  a  queftion  was  fufpended, 
would  turn  the  balance  as  effe<^ually  as  the  duke\  Potential  is  ufed 
in  the  fcnfe  of  fcience ;  a  canfiic  is  caLUed potential  fire.  Johnson. 
I  believe  here  is  a  midake.  The  chief  juftice  and  one  of  the 
inferior  judges  do  not  prevail  over  the  other  two.  The  lord  mayor  ^ 
in  the  court  of  aldermen  has  a  double  voice.    To l let. 

*  —  men  of  royal  fiege ;— ]  Men  who  have  fat  upon  royal 
fhrones*     The  quarto  has, 

.    — —  men  of  royal  hdght. 
Siege  is  u&d  for  Jeat  by  other  authors.     So,  in  Stowe*s  Chronicle^ 
P-  57$''  **  — there  was  fet  up  a  throne  ox  fiege  royaU  for  the 
Jiing.^ 
^   Again,  in  Greene's  Never  too  laie^  1616  : 

**  Thy  wonted^^tf  of  honour  fafely  climb.'' 
Again,  in  Spcnfer!s  Faery  ^ueen^  b.  2.  c.  a  : 

*'  From  \oi\.y  fiege  began  thefe  words  aloud- to  found.** 
Again,  b*  2.  c.  7  : 

**  A  (lately ^/"^tf  of  foveraigne  majeftye."    Steevens. 
*  —  and  my  demerits]     Demerits  has  the  fartie  meaning  in  our 
author,  and  many  others  of  that  age,  as  merits  : 

*^  Opinion  that  fo  flicks  on  Martius,  may 

J*  Of  his  demerits  rob  Cominius.*    Coriolanus^ 

So, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


444  O    T    H    E    L    L    6, 

5  May  fpeak,  unbonnc^t^d,  to  as  proad  a  fortune 
As  this  that  I  have  reached  :  For  know,  lago^ 
But  that  I  love  the  gentle  Defdemona, 
I  would  not  my  ^  unho»fed  free  condieioa 
Put  into  circumfcripdori  and  confine 
5  For  the  fea^s  worth.-    Biii»  look  !  whaclights  come 
yonder  ? 

Enter 

So,  in  Shiilj^*!  Ihtmrous  Caknietg  i6|0 : 

«  —  we  have  heard  fo  much  of  your  dtmerits, 
•*  That  'twere  injuftice  not  to  cherifh  you." 
Again,  in  Dxf^/rV  fP^arwreJybire^  p.  850.  edir.  173a:   <^  Henry 
Conway,  e(q«  for  h%$  fii^>iilar  dementi  loceived  tiie  dignity  oi 
kaig^ood. 

Mtrea  ind  demere^  had  tks  fiiine  mnping  in  the  Roman  lan« 
gufige*    SrEEVENSa 

*  — j^Ai>,   unhonnetted,— .]     Thus  all   the  copies   read,    it 
Aould  he  wiUnnittmg^  i.  €,  without  putting  off  the  bohneu    Pope. 
■"■■I  .  .1    and mf  demerits 
JkUtjf  ^eak  unbonnett^  to  as  proud  afortum 
As  this  that  I  hanm  rtaei^d.'^}    Thot  ai  the  cootes  irad 
this  p^ffiige*     But,  to  jlpeak  tuekmenetted^k^  to  fpesdc  vsi^  the  cap 
i^\  whick  is  4&e^>y  oi>po&)e  *to  th J  poet's  ^neaniog.     Othelk> 
means  to  fay,  that  his  birth  and  fervkes  &t  him  upon  ibcb  a  rank, 
thait  he  may  fpeak  to  a  fenator  of  Venice  wi&  his  hat  oh  ;  i.  e. 
vhhcmt  fhei^iiig  any  marks  of,  defitrenoe  or  inequality.     I  there< 
lore  ain  inciinect  to  think  Shnkefpeare  wrote : 

Ma^  fpeakj  and  bonnetted,  l!ic,    Theobald. 
I  do  not  ftc  the  propjietjr  of  Mr.  Pope^s  emendation,  though 
adopted  by  Dr.  Wairburton^     Unhonntttit^  ixiay  as  well  bc^  not 
putting  on^  as  not  putting  <*§\  tlie  bonnet.     Hamner  reads  ien  boa- 
netted.    Johnson, 

.  BomtHer  (fays  Cotgrave)  k  t&put  e^dneU  cap.  So,  in  Coritdanm: 
^  Thofe  who  are  fi»p]e  and  courteous  to  the  people,  honmmd 
without  any  further  oeed  to  heave  them  at  all  into  their  eftima- 
tion.*'  Vitbonrnted  may  therefbi4s  figniiy^  without  tahkg  the  cap  eff^ 
We  might,  I  tbtnky  venHirc  to  read  imbonnctted.  It  rs  common 
uith  Sliakefpeare  to  m^e  or  uft  words  compounded  in  the  fame 
inann^«  Such  are  impoFiiyi^  impaint^  impak^  and  immafe.  Of  all 
the  readings  hitherto  prppofcd,  that  of  Theobald  is,  1  think,  the 
beft...    Stekvens. 

,  *  T^tn^jo^fidr-^y  Free  from  domefik  catjos.  A  tlv>ught  natural 
to  an  adventurer.     John  soy, 

5  Tor  the  fed's  ^worth*]     I  would  not  marry  her,  though  (he 
were  as  rich  as  the-  Adriatic,  vvbii^  thtpDbgc  anpuaBy  marries, 

Johnson. 
I  befevc 
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^  •  •  •  . 

Enter  Caffio^  with  others. 

lago.  Thefe  are  the  raifed  father,  and  his  friends : 
You  were  beft  go  in. 

Otb.  Not  I :  I  muft  be  found ;  ♦ 

My  parts,  my  title,  and  my  perfe^  ibul^ 
Shall  manifeft  me  rightly.     1^  it  they  ? 

logo.  By  Janus,  I  think  nOi 

Oth.  The  fervants  of  the  dukc,  and  my  lieutenant* 
The  goodnefs  of  the  night  upon  you,  friends ! 
What  is  the  news  ? 

Caf.  The  duke  does  greet  yo0j  general ; 
And  he  requires  your  hafte,  poftphafte  appearance. 
Even  on  the  inftant. 

Otb.  What  is  the  matter,  think  you  ? 

Caf.  Something  from  Cyprus,  as  I  may  divine  j 
It  is  a  bufinels  otfome  heat :  the  gallics 
Ha?e  fent  a  dozen  fequent  miriSBngers  ^ 
This  very  night,  at  one  another's  heels ; 
And  many  of  the  7  confuls,  raisM,  and  met. 

Arc 

I  believe  the  common  and  obvious  meaning  is  the  true  one. 
The  fame  words  occur  in  Sir  W.  D'Avenant's  Cruel  BroiUr^ 
1630 :  *•  —  he  would  not  lofc  that  privilege 

"  For  the  fea*s  worth, *^ 
Perhaps  the  phrafe  is  proverbial. 

Pliny  the  naturaliil  has  a  chapter  on  tie  riches  ^  the  Jea* 
Again,  in  the  Winter^s  Tale: 

—  for  all  the  fun  fees,  or 
The  dofeeanh  wombs,  or  the  frifiund  fea  bides 
In  unknorjjft  fathoms^  &c* 
Ag^n,  in  King  Henry  V.  Aft  I  : 

— -  as  rich  with  praife, 
As  is  the  ouae,  and  Attorn  cfthe  fea^ 
With  funkcn'wicck,  and  fumlefs  treafuries.    Steevens. 
*  *^  fequent  meffengers]     The  fiift  quarto  resL^-^/re^ufnt  met 
fcngers.    Steevens. 

^  —  conjuls^}     Hanrter  reads,  counciU    Theobald  would  have  us 

R^  €ounfelhrs.    Venice  was  originally  governed  by.  confuk :  and 

ccnjuls  feems  to  have  teen  commonly  ufed  for  ceur^eikri^  a$  before 

in  this  play.     In  Alhiorfs  Triumph^  a  mafque,  1651,.  the  emperor 

I  *        "     'Albfinaft 
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Arc  at  the  duke's  already :   You  have  been  hotl/ 

caird  for ; 
When^  being  not  at  your  lodging  to  be  founds 
8  The  fenate  hath  fent  about  three  feveral  quefts. 
To  fcarch  you  out. 

0/i&.  *Tis  well  I  am  found  by  you. 
I  will  but  fpend  a  word  here  in  the  houfe. 
And  go  with  you.  »  \ExiU 

Caf.  Ancient,  what  makes  he  here  ? 

lago.  'Faith,  he  to-night  hath  boarded  *  a  land-' 
carracki 
If  it  prove  lawful  prize,  he's  made  for  even 

Caf.  I  do  not  underftand. 

lago.  He's  married. 

Caf.  T o  who '  ? 

Albanad  is  faid  to  be  attended  iy  fourteen  confuls :— ^again,  the  habits 
of  the  confuls  were  after  the  fame  manner.  Oeoffcry  of  Monpouthj 
and  Matthew  Paris  after  him,  <;all  both  dukes  ana  earls,  amfuU.  , 

Steevens* 
«  Hh  fenate  hath  fent  out—}    The  early  quartos,  and  ail  the 
modern  editors,  have, 

Tie  fenate  fent  above  three  fen}eral  quefis. 

The  folio,  «_.      ,  ,       ,      -         ♦ , 

The  fenate  hathy^«*  about,  t5c.  that  is,  about  the  aty.    I  havd 

adopted  the  reading  of  the  folio.    Johnson.  »  . 

^fts  are,  on  this  occafion,  fearches.     So,  in  Hqrwood*s  Bram 

Age^  1613 : 

**  Now,  if  in  all  his  ^«g^yjhebc  witheld.** —  Steevens. 
»  —  tf  land-carrack ;—     A  carrack  is  a  ihip  of  great  bulk,  aiui 
commonly  of  great  val^e ;  perhaps  what  we  now  call  a  galleon. 

Johnson* 
So,  in  Beaumont  and  Fletcher*s  Coxcomb : 

«*  they'll  be  freighted ;  ^. 

*'  They're  made  like  carracisj  all  for  ftfen^h  and  ftowage. 

Steevens* 
*  To  who  ?]    It  is  fomewhat  lingular  that  Caffio  Ihould  alk  this 
qucftipn.     In  the  3d  Scene  of  the  3d  Aa,  lago  fap : 
Did  Michael  Cafiio^  when  you  woo'd  my  lady, 
Know  of  your  love  ? 
Oth.  From  frft  to  laj.  ,  ^    ^.    m^    j 

He  who  was  acquainted  with  the  otgc^  coOrted  by  his  mcrOi 
could. have  little  rcafon  for  doubtmg  to  whbm  he  would  be  mar- 
rkd,    Steevens,  ^  .^ 
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Re-enter  Othello. 

fy^l^  Marry,  to — Come,  captain,  will  you  go  ? 

Oth^:  Have  with  you  *. 

GgT.'  Hare  comes  another  troop  to  fcek  for  you# 

:.:'.'* ^  Enter  Brahantio^  Roderigo,  with  Officers. 

lago.  It  is  Brabantio  : — general,  '  be  advised; 
He  comes  to  bad  intent, 

Otb.  Hola  !  ftand  there ! 

Rod.,  Signior,  it  ^  the  Moor.  • 

Bra.  Down  with' im,  thief ! 

.  [I'h^  draw  on  both  fidesl 

lago.  You,  Roderigo !  come,  fir,  I  am  for  you. 

Otb.  Keep  up  your ^ bright  fwords,  for  the  dew  will 
ruft  them. — 
Good  lignior,  you  Ihall  more  command  with  years. 
Than  with  your  weapons^ 

Bra.  O  thou  foul  thief !  where  haft  thou  ftow'd 
my  daughter? 
Damn'd  as  thou  art,  thou  haft  enchanted  her ; 
For  FU  refer  me  to  all  things  of  fenfe. 
If  flie  in  chains  of  magic  were  not  bound. 
Whether  a  maid — fo  tender,  fair,  and  happy,^ 
So  oppofite  to  marriage,  that  flie  fliun'd 
4  The  wealthy  curled  darlings  of  our  nation, — 

^  Would 

^  Haviwifjyou.l    This  ezpreffion  denotes  readinels.    So,  ia 
the  ancient  Interlude  of  Naturey  bl.  1.  no  d^te : 

**  Aflid  faw  that  Glotony  wold  nedys  be  gone ; 
**  Have  imtb  /^^^,, Glotony,  quoth  he  anon, 
"  For  I  muft  gowyth  thee."    Steevens, 

3  .^fc  advised}]    That  is,  be  coel;  be  cautious ;  be  difcreei. 

JOHKSOK. 

^  l%e  wealthy  curled  darlings  <f  our  nation^    Curled  is  el^atttly 
and  ofientaHouJly  drejfed*    He  had  not  the  hair  particularly  in  his 
» thoughts.'  Johnson,' 

On  an<ither  occafion  Shakelpeare  employs  the  fame  expreflion^ 
and  evidently  alludes  to /i&tf  i&tf/r. 

If  (he  ficft  meet  the  airkd  Antonyi  &c« 


Sir 
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Would  ever  havci  tp  incur  a  general  mock/ 
Run  from  her  gutrdsige  to  iht  (ooty  bofom 
Of  iiich  a  tfaoi^  as  thou ;  to  fear  '^  not  co  deUgfaCr 
[6  Judge  me  the  world,  if  'tis  not  grofs  ki  feo^j 
That  tlidU  haft  praSJs'd  on  bef  wMi  fbiiil  <:|iarpi$) 
7  Abus'd  her  delicate  yoUth  with  drug$,  otr  minerals^ 

That 

Sir  IF.  JTAvenaat  uib  tht  fame  txpteS^on  in  his  ^d/l  Ttalm»^ 
1630; 

<*  The  currJtLtid  filken  nobles  of  the  towfi^* 
Again,  ' 

"  Such  as  the  cfrlutymxth  of  Itdy." 
I  believe  Shakefpeait  has  the  fitme  meaniDg  in  the  pidi^  infiance* 

dresyeNS* 
s  .^^  jf(^«]  «.  *.  to  Wrify.     So,  in  KzMg  Hemy  VI : 

Fc»r  Wwwick  was  a bi^ that fim^4 usalK    SiTe^vms. 
*  7«^^  me  tha  jmrU,  &c.]    The  lines  fijUowing  in  ^totfbets  tsi 
not  in  the  firft  edition.     Pope. 

'  Ahu^dber  delicate ymith'^idith  drugs ^  tfrininerdf^ 
nat  loueakBH  motion:]  Brabantio  is  here  aocti^g  Otbdb 
of  having  ufed  fbme  foul  play,  and  intoxicated  Defiiemona  hy-4rc^ 
land  Mtions  to  win  her  over  to  his  love.  But  why,  dryigs  to  wcara 
motion?  How  then  could  ihe  have  run  away  with  him  vduntarily 
from  her  father's  houfe  ?  Had  fhe  been  averfe  to  th«ofing  Othello,; 
thou^  he.  had  given  her  medicmes  that  look  away  t^e  u&  of  her 
limbs,  might  (he  not  ilill  have  mtained  her  ibnib,  and  oppofed  die 
marriafi;e  ?  Her  father,  it  is  cvidentj  from  feveral  of  his  fpeechet^ 
is  pofitive,  that  (be  muft  have  been  tt^d  in  her  ratiottai  facnhies  i 
or  (he  oouid  net  have  made  fo  prepdfterous  a  choioe,  as  M  i»od  with 
a  Moor,  a  Black,  and  reiiiie  the  fineft  voang  i^mkWii  in  Veaioj. 
What  thenliave  4iie  to  do  with  her  ptottott  btii^  weakened?  If  I  uo-' 
'  ilerftand  any  thing  of  the  poet's  meaning  here,  I  cannot  but  diiijt 
lie  muft  have  wrote  i 

Abu^dbsr  deiicMttyoKib  viiih  dmgi^  ot  rmmiudu 
That  iveaken  -notion. 
L  e.  her  afprdmifimBj  right  eomtptimt  wniJjta  of  fhit^  tmderfiaut 
f^f  jfdgmenty  ito.     TiHEOBjttD. 

iianmer  reads  wifih  ct^ual  pEofaobolity  i 

^T^/Twaieen^otion.— 'v^^    JcanfaoN^ 
MUtim  in  a  fubfequent  fcene  ot  this  play  is  ufed  lix  the  very 
llhilein  nvtudi  Hanmer  wouU  vntpky  it:    ^<  Bot  ve  bap^e  rcefotf 
'«o  406dl'O«r  vagMg  wuiufMs^ovirttmaaaL  Ajfigyoiaf  ^^bitttdl  JtnAfk  ^ 

«*  -**Fortherc'»«o«/itff(« 
<^  That  tendt^Q-me  in  msoLf  but  I:affiritt 
*'  It  is  the  woman's  part/' 
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That  weaken  motion : — rU  have  it  difputcd  on ; 
^Tis  probable,  and  palpable  to  thinking. 
I  therefore  apprehend  and  do  attach  thee>3 
For  an  abufer  ^  of  the  world,  a  pra&ifer 
Of  arts  inhibited  and  out  of  warrant  :— 
Lay  hpld  upon  him ;  if  he  do  refift. 
Subdue  him  at  his  peril. 

Oib.  Hold  your  hands, 
Bpth  you  of  my  inclining,  and  the  reft: 
Were  it  my  cue  to  fight,  I  ftiould  have  known  it 
Witjiput  a  prompter. — Where  will  you  that  1  go  * 
9*0  anfwer  this  your  charge  ? 

Bra.  To  prifon;  'till  fit  time 
Of  law,  and  courfe  of  dircdt  fcflion. 
Call  thee  to  gfnfwen 

Otb.  What  if  I  do  obey? 
How  may  the  doke  be  therewith  fatisficd ; 
Whofc  meffengers  are  here  about  my^  fide. 
Upon  fome  prefent  bufinefs  of  the  ttate, 

Again,  in  J  MaJ  JF&rld m  Mafters^  by  MIddlcton,  1640 ;  ^., 

*'  And  ifi  myfelf  footh  up  adulterous  motions, 
**  And  fuch  an  appetite  as  I  know  damns  me." 
A^xn^^XtiAJf^arning  for  Jkire  Womtn,  1599;       ' 

^*  Pray  God  that  captain  Brovvne  hath  not  been  mov'd*.** 
**  By  fome  ill  motion^* 
Prugs  or  love-powders,  as   they  are  fometimcs    called,    may 
operate  as  cnflamers  of  the  blood  —  may  "waken  morion.     But  I 
believe  no  drugs  have  yet  been  found  out  that  can  failinate  the  un- 
derftanding  or  afections  ;  that  caft  'weaken  the  judgment   without 
entirely  fubvcrting  it.     Opiates,  or  intoxicating  potions  may  fet 
the  fenies  to  deep,  but  cannot  diftort  or  j^rvert  the  intelleits  but 
by  dellroying  them  for  a  time.     However,   it  may  be  faid,  that 
Brahantio  believed  in  the  efficacy  of  fuch  drugs,  and  therefore 
might  with   propriety  talk  ot  their  weakening  the  underfiaiuling.^-^ 
The  reading  propofed  by  Theobald  is,  it  mull  be  acknowledged, 
ftrongly  Hipportcd  by  a  pnlfane  in  Kitig  Lear,  A<St  2.  Sc.  4 : 
-—His  notion  vieakens.  his  difceiniugs 
Are  lethargy'd."    Ma  lone. 
^  For  an  abufer^  &c.]     The  firft  quarto  reads,  %!luch  an  abufer, 
ZcQ.^.    Sti^evens. 

Vot.  X,  G  5  '    .        T9 
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To  bring  ^  me  to  him  ? 

Offi.  'Tis  true,  moft  worthy  figntor^ 
The  duke's  in  council ;  an^  your  noble  felfj 
I  am  furcv  is  fcnt  for. 

Bra.  How !  the  ddke  iti  counci'} ! 
In  this  time  of  the  night ! -—Bring  hrni  awty: 
Mine's  not  an  idle  caufe :  the  doke  himfdff 
Or  any  of  my  brothers  of  the  ftate. 
Cannot  but  ftel  this  wrong,  ai  'twerd  their  cfwn ; 
For  if  fuch  anions  may  have  paflige  free, 
>  Bond  .flares,  and  pagans,  fliatl  bur  flatefmen  be. 

S    C    E    N    £        ItL 

A  Coundl'chamher. 

7}uke,  and  Senators^  fitting. 

^  l>ukL  *  There  is  no  compofition  in  thefe  news, 
rthat  gives  them  credit. 

*  7^  bring — ]    The  quartos  read — Tolcaf^^    Steevems* 

*  BonJ'^flavesj  tf«</pagans>'^]  Mr.  Theobald  alters  pagans  ta 
pageants  for  this  reafon,  ^'  That  pagans  are  as  llrid  and  niural  all 
the  world  over,  as  the  moft  regular  ChriiUans,  ia  the  prefervarion 
of  private  property .'*^  But  what  then  ?  The  fpcaker  had  not  this 
high  opinion  of  p^^gan  morality,  as  is  plain  from  hence,  that  this 
important  dilcoveryj  fo  much  to  the  honour  of  paganifm,  was  firlt 
made  by  our  editor.    Warburton. 

The  meaning  of  thefe  expreffions  of  Brabantio  feems  to  have 
bfeen  itiiftaken.  1  believe  the  morality  of  either  chriftians  or 
j>agans  was  not  in  rhe  author's  thoughts*  He  alludes  to  the  com- 
mon condition  of  all  blacks,  who  come  from  their  own  country, 
both  JIaws  iind pagans ;  and  ufes  the  words  in  contempt  of  Othello 
and  hi?  complcxion.-^If  this  Moor  is  now  fuffcred  to  efcape  with 
impunity,  it  will  be  fuch  an  encouragement  to  his  Uack  countr}* 
men,  that  we  may  exped  to  fee  all  the  firft  offices  of  our  flaie  filled 
up  by  thepa^x.ns  and  hond-Jlofves  of  Africa.     Steevens. 

*  There  is  nn  compofition-*»-]  Cowp'jincn^  /or  eonjiftency^  flw»- 
cordancy^     WaJIAURTON* 
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1  Sen.  Indeed,  they  are  difproportton'c) ; 
^y  letters  fay,  a  hundred  and  feven  gallies« 

Duke.  And  mine,  a  hundred  and  forty* 

2  Sen.  And  mine,  two  hundred : 

But  though  they  juntp  not  on  a  juft  account, 
($  As  in  thefe  cafes  where  they  aim  reports, 
•Tis  oft  with  diflFerepce)  yet  do  they  atl  confirm 
A  TurkUh  Seer,  and  bearing  up  to  Cyprus. 

Duke.  Nay,  it  is  polfible  enough  to  judgments 
I  do  not  fo  fecure  me  in  the  error. 
But  the  main  article  I  do  approve 
}n  fearful  (enk. 

Saihr  within.'}  What  lio !  what  hoi  what  ho! 

Enter  mi  Officer^  mtb  a  Sailor. 

Offi.  A  mcflTcnger  from  the  galHes. 

Duke.  Now  ?  the  bufinefs  ?        . 

5a/7.  The  Turkifli  preparation  makes  for  Rhodcsj 
5o  was  I  bid  report  here  to  the  ftate. 
By  fignior  Angelo  *. 

Duke.  How  fay  you  by  this  change  ? 

5  ^5  tM  tf)^  cafes  where  they  aim  reports^]  Thefe  Venetians  fccm 
to  have  dad  a  very  odd  fort  of  perlons  in  emplpyment,  who  did  all 
by  hizard,  as  to  whatj  and  i6<Ku,  they  ihbuld  report ;  for  this  is 
the  fenfc  of  man's  aimii$^  reports.  The  true  reading,  without* 
qucftion,  is, 

^hert  the  aim  reports. 

\.  t.  where  there  is  no  better  ground  for  i^firmatioH  than  conje£lure  : 
which  not  only  improves  the  fenfe,  bur,  by  changing  the  verbipto 
a  noun,  and  the  noun  into  a  verb,  iliends  the  exprellion. 

Warburtqn, 
The  foUo  has, 

,      the  aim  reports. 
But,  they  aim  reports^  has  a  ienie  fufEcientlyeafy  and  cofnmodious. 
Where  men  report  not  by  certain  H*^9^)^^^>  ^"^  ^y  ^'^  ^*i  90^' 
jedurc.    joHNspN.  ^     * 

To  aim  is  to  conje«£^ure.     So,  in  the  Two  Gentlemen  qf  Verona: 

"  JBut  fearing  jell  my  jeafous  aim  might  err."    Ste  E  v  e  ns, 

^  ^  Signlor  Jngelo,^     This  hemiiUch  is  wanting  in  the  firft 

quarto*    §T££V;&^4*  -  . 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


:4$2  O    T    H   E    L    I.   0i 

I  Sen.  This  cannot  bc^ 
5  By  no  affay  of  rea(bn ;  'lis  a  pageant,  .[ 

To  keep  ys  in  falfe  ga^e  :  Whe«  w^  confidcc 
The  importancy  of  Cyprus  to  the  Turk  j 
And  \et  oiirfelves  again  but.  underftand,* 
That,  as  it  more  C05cerps  the  Turk  than  Rhodes, 
So,r|iajiLji^wt?fcr:i^rc  ^f^  bear  it,     V 

7  For  that  it  Qsinds  jopt  in.fqfch.f  warJike  brace,     . 
Btitaltogetb^^T:  lacks-. tib^  . 

That  Rliodes  is  ^refs'd  in  :i-^if'  wc  make  thought  of 

this,    I  .  V     :  . 

We  muft  not  think,  the  Turk  is  fo  unfkilful, 
^  TpMauve  thit  l&tisft;  which  .concerns  hina  iirft ;  . 
Neglcding  an  attempt  of  eafe,  and  gain. 
To  wake,,-and  wage  ?,  a  (danger  profitlefs. 

Duke.  Nay,  in  all  confidence,  he's  not  for  Rhodes, 

Offi.  Here  is  more  news. 

Enier  a  Meffenger. 

Mef.  The  Otcomites,  reverend  and  gracious, 
Steering  with  due  courfe  toward  the  iQe  of  Rhodes, 
Have  there  injointed  therh  with  an  after  fleet. 

I  Sen.  Ay,  fo  I  thought  ^ : — How  many,  as  you 
guefs  ?     , 

'  JRj.tio  afBty  of  reafofi. — ']  Bitng  it  to  the  /g/f,  examine  irby 
reafon  as  we  examine  metals  "by  the  ajfi^^  it  will  be  found  coun- 
terfeit by  all  trials,     Johnson. 

*  — facile  queftion — ]  ^efiion  is  for  the  oB  offetking*  With 
twoxt  eajy  endeavour »     Johnson, 

^  Fcr  that  itjiands  not^  ^c.]  The  feven  following  lines  are;  ad 
ded  linte  rhe  firrt  edition.     Pope.  '     .      . 

«  —  q.varlike  brace,]     State  of  defence.    To  arm  was^  called  to  . 
brace  on  (he  Armour,     JoHNSoif. 

*  To  "Make^  and  wage,  a  danger  projftlefs.']  To  hjjdge  here,  as  in 
inany  other  places  in  Shakefpearei  lignifies  to  fight,  to  combat. 
I'hus,  in  King  Lear :  '        ' 

To  njoage  agalnll  the  enmity  of  the  air,     .    .    ; 
It  rook  Its  rife  from  the  more  common  cxpreffion,  to  wtf^^  «Mvjrr. 

..       -'v/    -  •  •     •       *         .  bTEEVEiYS, 

^  -iy^fii  ^c,]     This  line  is  not  in  the  fii-fttjiftiftor  Steev^ns. 
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Mef.  Of  thirty  fail :  and  now  they  do  re-ltem  * 
Their  backward  courfe,  bearing  with  frank  appear- 

^  ance    '    ^ 
Their  porpof^s  toward  Cyprus.     Signior  Montano^    ' 
Your  trufty  and  moft  valiant  fervitor. 
With  his  free  duty,  recommends  you  thus,    - 
5  And  prays  you  to  believe  him. 

J^ujie.  'Tis  certain  then  for  Cyprus; :~ 
Mircus  LucchefiS,  Is  not  he  in  town  ? 
I  &m.  Hc*s  now  in  Florence. 
Vukt.  Write  from  us  5  wifh  him,  pofti  poft-hafte ; 
difpatch* 
'■  I  Sifi^  HcrccomesBrabantio,  and  the  valiant  Moor, 

%$ter  Brabantio^  Othello ^  lago^  RaderigOy  and  Officers. 

Duke.  Valiant  Othello,  we  muft  ftraight  employ 
/^     you     .  .     .  .  , 

Againft  the  general  enemy  Ottoman. — 
I  did  not  fee  you  5  welcome,  gentle  fignior ;  [71^  Brah* 
We  lacked  your  counfel  and  your  help  to-night. 

Bra.  So  did  I  yours :  Good  your  grace,  pardon  me; 
Neither  my  place,  nor  aught  I  heard  of  bufinefs, 
^ath  rais'd  me  from  my  bed  i  nor  doth  the  4  general 

care 
^ake  hold  5  on  me ;  fof  niy  particular  gr'^cf 

*  — /^gy  do  re-ftcm]  The  quartos  mean  to  res^d  re-flerne, 
ihough  in  the  firft  of  them  the  word  is  mifpeit,     St ee yens. 

3  Andpra^syou  to  believe  him.'\    The  late  learned  and  ingenious 
]^{r•  Thomas  Clark,  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  re^d  (he  palfage  thus : 
An4ipra)fsyou  to  relieve  him. 

But  the  prefent  reading  may  fland.  Us  intrtats  you  not  to  douki 
the  truth  of  tb I i  intelligence.     Johnson.  : 

*  "•— ^'^^''^^  care]  The  word  care^  which  encumbers  the  verfe, 
was  probably  added  by  the  players.  Shakcfpeare  ules  tlje'^cneral  as 
a  fublbntive,  though,  I  think,  not  in  this  fenfe.    JoHNso>f._  : 

/    *  Take  hold  ^^     The  iirft  quarto  reads,  Take  any  Lold-— 

Steevens. 

G  g  3  Is 
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Is  of  fo  flood-gate  and  p^er-bearing  nature^ 
That  it  engluts  and  fwallows  other  forrows^ 
And  yet  is  ftill  itldiP. 
i    Duke.  Why,  what's  the  nnitter  ?  "^ 

Bra.  My  daughter!  O,  my  daughter  1 

Sen.  Dead? 

Bra.  Ay,  to  me; 
She  is  abused,  ftol'n  from  me^  and  corrupted 
<  By  fpells  and  medicine3  bought  of  mountebanks ) 
For  nature  fo  prepoftcroufly  to  err. 
Being  not  ^  deficient,  blind,  or  lame  of  feofe. 
Sans  witchcraft  could  not 

Duke.  Whoe'cf  he  be,  that,  in  this  foyi  prpcecding* 
Hath  thus  beguil'd  your  daughter  of  herfelf. 
And  you  of  her,  the  bloody  book  of  law 
You  ihall  ydurfelf  read  in  the  bitter  ktter. 
After  your  own  feale ;  yea>  though  our  proper  fon 

•  By  fpells  and  mtdicirui  hoyght  tf  mowntehtjidis  .•]  Rymer  has  f  idt* 
culed  (his  circumflaiice  as  unbecoming  (both  for  hs  weakne^  %i& 
fjperftition)  ihe  gravity  of  the  accufcr,  and  the  di^nii^  df  the  tri- 
bunal ;  but  hia  criticjihi  only  expolies  his  own  ignorance/  The 
circumflance  was  not  only  exactly  in  charaifier,  bot  urged  with  the 
greateft  addrefs,  as  the  thing  chiefly  to  be  iniifled  on.  For^  by  thei 
Venetian  law,  the  giving  love-potions  was  very  ctiihina^  aa 
Shakefpeare  without  queftion  well  underftood*  ^I%irs  the  \i^\ 
Belli  makficti  et  herharie^  cap.  ij.  of  theCode,  intitled,  *^  Delia 
**  promiilion  del  makficio.  Statui  mo  etiamdio,  che-fe  alcun  hdme^ 
*^  o  femina  harra  fatto  maleficti^  iquali  fe  dinnandano  vulgarmente 
**  amatorte,  o  veramente  alcuni  altri  makHcii,  che  alcun  honab  d^ 
^  femina  ie  haveiibn  in  odio,  lia  frufta  iet  Dblhdo,  6t  che  hara 
*^  confegliado  patifca  fimile  pcna.**  And  therefore  m  the  precede 
ing  foene  Brabantio  calls  thenfi, 

•— -  Arts  itthAited^  and  ont  of  wammt.     W A  R  Bxl R  rptt. 
Though  I  believe  Shakefpeare  knew  no  more  of  this  Venetifld 
law  than  I  do,  yet  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  edi^  of  thajj 
&pient  prince  king  James  the  <irit,  againil  '' 

—  pra6tifers 

Of  arts  inhibited  and  out  of  warrant*     StE£  VENi. 
^  Bimg  noty  iUu\  Thb  liafe  is  wanting  in  the  firft  quartb. 

■'•■■■'■'     J     •■       ST££Vm« 

^tood 
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^  Stood  in  your  aftion. 

Bra.  Hurpbly  i  thank  your  grace. 
Here  is  the  man,  this  Moor ;  whom  now,  it  feems^ 
Your  fpecial  mandate,  for  thp  ftate  afiairs, 
Hath  "hither  brought. 

jill.  We  are  very  forry  for  it, 

Puke.  What,  in  your  owp  part,  can  you  fay  to  this  > 

[To  OtbelU. 

^a.  Nothing,  but  this  is  to^ 

Otb.  Moft  potent,  grave,  apd  reverend  figniors. 
My  very  fioble  and  approved  good  maftcrs,'^— 
That  I  h>ve  ta'en  away  this  old  man's  daughter, 
Jt  is  nvoft-true  }  true,  I  hpye  married  ber; 
9  The  very  head  and  fronj  pf  my  offending 
Hath  this  extent,  no  hkht,    Rude  an?  I  in  my  fpeech, 
*  And  little  blefs'd  with  the  ^t  phrafe  of  peace ; 
For.fince  chefe  arnfis  of.  mine  had  fcv^n  years'  pith, 
*Tili  now,  fome  nine  moops  w^ft^d»  tljey  hfivp  \js*d 
»  Their  deareft  action  in  the  tented  fidd  j 
And  litcle  of  this  great  world  can  I  fpeak^ 
More  thao  pertains  to  feats  of  broil  and  batde  % 
!/^nd  tjierefore  litcle  (hall  I  grace  my  caufe, 
Jhfpeaking  for  myfeif;  Yet,  by  your  gracious  p^- 
tience, 

?  Stood  inyour  a^ionJ]  Were  the  man  pxpofed  tp  your  ctat^^i 
f r  accufittion*    Johnson* 

H  The  very  bsad  and  front  ofntf  off€nding\  The  tnain^  the  «iuW(t, 
unextenuated.    Johnson. 

*  And  link  hkfid  with  the  iokphrafi  o/fcace;']  This  apology, 
if  addrdTed  tq  his  miArefs,  had  been  well  expi^iTed.  But  what  he 
wanted,  in  fpeaking  before  a  Venetian  fcnate,  was  not  the  foft 
filandilhmeQts  of  fpeech,  but  the  arc  and  method  of  mafculine 
eloquence*  The  old  quartp  reads  it,  therp^re,  ^s  I  s^m  perfuaded 
Shakefpest're  wrote : 

—  i/je  fet  fJ!;ra/e  of  teate*     W  a  R  BUR  to  N. 
Soft  18  the  reading  of  the  tbtio.     Johnson. 

•  neir  deareft  aiHon — ]  That  U  dear^  for  which  much  is  paid, 
ivketber  money  or  labour ;  dear  aBion^  is  a£Uon  performed  at  great 
txpence,  cither  of  eafe  or  fafety.    Johnson, 

'  '       •  Gg4  I  will 
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I  will  a  round  unvarnilh'd  '  talc  deliver 

Of  my   whole  courfe-  of  love  j    what  drugs,  what 

*  -    •  charms. 
What  conjuration,  and  what  mighty  magic, 
(For  fuch  proceeding  T  am  charg'd  withal") 
I  won  his  daughter  with, 

Brai  A  maiden  never  bold  ; 
Of  fpirit  fo  ftill  and  quiet,  that  her  motion 
4Blu{h'd  at  herfelf;  And  fhe, — in  fpite  of  nature^ 
Of  years,  of  country,  credit,  every  thing,— 
To  fall  in  love  with  what  (he  fear*d  to  look  pn  ? 
It  is  a  judgment  maim'd,  and  mbft  itnperfe^. 
That  will  confefs — perfection  fo  could  err 
Againft  all  rules  of  nature ;  and  muft  be  driven 
To  find  out  pra6kices  of  cunning  hell. 
Why  this  Ihould  be.     I  therefore  vouch  again, 
That  with  fome  mixtures  powerful  o*er  the  blood, 
Or  with  fome  dram  corijur'd  to  this  cfFeiSl, 
He  wrought  Upon  her. 

Duke.  To  vouch  5  this,  ts  no  proof; 
Without  more  certain  and  more  ^  overt  tcft. 
Than  thefe  >'  thin  habirs,  and  poor  likelihoods 
Of  modern, feeming,  do  prefer  againft  him. 

^  — uwvarnl/hed' — ]     The  fecond  quarto  nsni&'-^unravijbed^ 

STEEViNS* 

*  BluJFdat  herfelf; — ]     Mr,  Pope  teads— at  it/elf,  but  withoiit 
•  necefliiy.     Shakefpear^,  like' other  writers  of  his  hge,  frequently 

ufes  t\\K:  perfonal,  inftead  of  the  /r^/r^ar/ pronoun.     Ste evens. 

*  To  vouch y  t  c:}    The  firft  folio'  unites  'this  fpeech  with  tbtf 
preceding  one  of  Brahantio  \  and  inllead  of  certain  reads  wwifr, 

Steeveks* 

*  — overt  tefl^']    Open  proofs^  external  evidence.    Johnson. 
7  "^^  thin  habits^^  •  '    ■ 

(y  modern  fecmh/g^ — ]     Weak  flicw  of  flight  :^pp^rauc6. 

JOHNSON> 

The  firft  quarto  reads  :     ' 

Thefe  are  chin  habits,  and  poore  likelyhoods 

Of  modern  fiemingsyou  prefer  againit  him*     St£Evei4s« 

l5«» 
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I  Sen.  But,  Othello,  fpcak  5— 
bid  you  by  indireft  and  forced  courfei 
Subdue  and  poifon  this  yoUng  -maid's  aflPedions  i 
Or  came  it  by  requeft,  and  fuch  fair  queitiorx 
As  foul  to  foul'  affordeth  ? 

Otb.  I  do  befeech  you,  .    , 

Send  for  the  lady  to  the  Sagittary  \ 
And  let  her  fpeak  of  me  before  her  fiather : 
If  you  do  find  me  foul  in  her  report. 
The  truft,  the  office,  I  do  hold  of  you  ^ 
Not  only  take  away,  but  let  your  feocence 
Evea  fall  upon  my  lite. 

Duke.  Fetch  Dcfdcmona  hither. 

[Exeunt  ^wo  or  ^hree^ 

Otb.  Ancient,  c6ndu6t  theip  i  you  beft  know  the 
place.-r-  {]£xiV  Iag(U 

And,  *till  (he  come,  as  truly  \  as  to  heaven 
I  do  confefs  *  the  vices  of  my  blood. 
So  juitly  to  your  grave  ears  Fll  prefent 
How  did  I  thrive  in  this  fair  lady's  love,  \  ' 

^nd  (he  in  mine. 
*  Duke.  Say  it,  Othello. 

Oib.  Her  father  lov'd  me ;  oft  invited  me  i 
Sfill  queftion*d  me  the  ftory  of  my  life, 
Frbm'year  to  year,  the  battles,  fieges,  fortunes^ 
That  I  have  pafs'd  : 

I  ran  it  through,  even  from  tny  boyifh  days, 
To  the  very  moment  that  he  bade  me  tell  it. 
Wherein  I  fpake  of  mpft  difaftroijs  chances, 
Of  moving  accidents,  by  Rood,  and  field ; 
Of  hair*breadth  fcapes  V  the  imminent  deadly  breach ; 

•  *^tbe  Sagiitary,5  M^ijs  tliq  figp  of  the  fiAitious  ctearure  fo 
called,  /•  e.  an  animal  compounded  qf  j^a^^and  horfe,  and  armed 
with  a  bow  and  quWer.     Steeve^s. 

^  The  tru/l^  Sec]    This  line  is  wanting  in  the  firft  quarto. 

,  Steeveks. 

*—«;  truly]    The  firA  quarto  reads»  as^/V;^.    Steevens* 

I  lA  ccff^k  &cO    Thil  lii^  li  omitted  10  the  firil  quarto. 

<  <  Steeveks* 

9( 
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Of  being  taken  by  the  iniblent  fpe. 

And  fold  to  flavery.;  of  my  redemption  thenoe^ 

^  Aitd  portancc  in  my  travel's  hiilory  : 

4  Wherein  of  antocs  vaft,  and  defarts  idk^ 


^  And  penance^  8fc.3     I  hayc  rc<lored. 
And  with  it  aS  m^  travets  hijloryi 
From  the  old  editidn.    It  is  io  the  reft» 

AndportanctmL  ti^4rmmts  btft$rf*   .^)\ 
Rymer,  in  his.criticifin  oq  this  |)lay^  ih^c^pmgedjt  to /Afw 
ienti^  inftead  oi portance.    Pope.  ' 

Mr,  Pppc^as  reftored  a  line,  to  which  thcic  is  little  ofcjcSion, 
but  which  has  no  force.  I  believe  ^rUf^s  wi»(  tbci  audkor*^ 
word  in  foine  revifed  copy«    I  j;ead  thuS| 

ojlanfoy^  ^my  redemption  then^e^ 

Andp&rtanei  ttit ;  My  trMveFs  hlfi^iy. 
Jly  tedemption  from  flavery,  and  behaviour  i^  it,    Johnso^^ 
l^ortange  \%  a  wor^ s^^afjjr  ufj^  in  Corwkutui :' 
—  took  from  yon 

The  apprcbenfipn  of  his  prcfcnt^r/idwfv. 

Which  nioft  gsbiAgly,  ungravchr,  he  did  laUhaon,  &f» 
Again,  in  th^  comedy  of  jmtnnai^ar^  ipio : 

•*  What  a  grave /i^r^/^^c^."* 
Spenfer,  in  the  jd  Canto  of  the  2d  Book  of  the  Faeiy  ^eti^  GU^ 
wifeufesit;         ...  * 

•*  Bat  fof:  in.  oouit  ^pw%mn^  he  percdvy .1 
Again,  ibid.  .. 

"  And  by  her  ftftely/tfrifiw^'^,  bonie  pf  heavenly  l)irth/' 
Again,  b.  J.  C.7  : 

** '  His  portaunce  terrible,  s^nd  ftature  tall.*  St e ey ens . 
*  Wherein  ^ dntris  nfofi^  &e.]  DJEfcoiOfes  of  this  naicuie  mate 
the  fubjedt  oi  the  politw  converfations,  wltea  vny^^^es  m%  a&d 
ciifcovcries  of,  the  new  world  were  all  in  yt^ue.  Sp  when  tke 
Ballard  Faulconb ridge,  in  King  JohtL,  dcfcrib^s  the* behaviour  ot 
upflart  greatnefs,  he  makes  one  of^  the  eflential  circumftinccs  of 
ic^tabe  this  kind  of  ttble-talk.  The  faihion  then  runnmg  alto- 
gether in  this  way,  it  is  no  wonder  .a  voving  lady  pf  quali'^f 
fhould  be  ftruck  with  the  JiiAory  of  ap  adventurer.  So  that 
I^ymer,  who  profeffcdiy  ridicules  this  whole  cir^um^iapce,  an4 
the  nobler  author  of  xht  CharaHeHftio^  who  more' obliquely 
ihcers  it,  only  expofe  their  own  ignorance.     Wahbuatoi?. 

Whoever  ridicules  this  account  of  the  progrcfs  of  love,  (hews 
his  ignorance,  not  only  ofhiiVory,  but  of  nature  and  nianncrs. 
It  is  no  wonder  th^jt»  i^  any  %e^  of  iipf  any  nation^  ^  ladjr,  re* 
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ttough  quarrks,  rocks,  and  {uUs  whoTe  heads  touch 

heaveft> 
^  It  was  toy  hint  to  Q>cak,  fuch  wi^  i^e  procjcfs ; 

dufe,  timorous,  and  delicate,  (hould  dcfire  to  htar  of  crent»  and 
fcenes  which  (he  could  iiever  fee,  and  (h^MldadiRipe  the  man  who 
had  efidvred  dangers,  and  pertwned  adiooi,  .which,  boM^cMT 
peat,  were  yet  magnified  by  her  timidity.    Johnson. 

IFberein  rf  antres  vajly  and  defarts  idle,  &c.]  Thus  it  is  in  alL 
the  old  editions;  but  Mr. Popfe  has  thought  fit  to  change  the 
epithet*  Defarts  id^^ ;  in  the  ibrmtr  editions  (f^s  he)  doubtlefs, « 
corruptto*^  from  rm.  ^But  he  mult  pardbn  mcv  if  I  do  not  coqcur 
in  thinkmg  this  fb  doubtlefs,  I  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Pope 
has  obferved  it,  but  I  know  that  Shdcefpeare,  efpecially  in  de- 
icriptions,  is  fond  of  ufing  the  more  unOommon  word  in  a  poetic 
latitude.  And  idU^  in  feveral  other  parages,  he  emplpys  in  thefe 
acceptations,  n^ild^  ufikfu  uncultivated^  Uc.    Theobald. 

Every  mind  is  liable  to  abfence  and  inadvertency,  elfe  Pope  could 
never  have  reje<5ted  a  word  fo  poetically  beautiful.     Idle  is  an 
epithet  ufed  to  expreis  the  infertility  of  the  chaotic  ftatc,  in  tho 
Saxon  tranflation  of  the  Pentateuch.    Johnson. 
So,  in  the  Comedy  rf  Errors : 

Ufurping  ivy,  briar  or  idle  mofs.    Steevens. 
The  fame  epithet  is  confirmed  by  another  paliage  in  this  a£>  of 
Othello:  **  -^  Either  have  it  fteril  with  idknefs^  or  manured  with 
induftry.**    Malone. 

Mr.  Pope  might  have  found  the  epithet  w/V  in  all  the  thre^  laft 
iblios.    Steevens. 

—  antres — ]     French,  grottos.     Pope. 
Rather  r^fi^^j  and //^ffi.    Johnson. 

?  //  VMS  my  hint  to  fpeaky — ]  This  implies  it  as  done  by  a  trap 
)aid  for  her :  but  the  old  quarto  reads  hent^  u  e.  ufe,  cufiom. 

Warburton. 
Hent  IS  not  xtje  in  Shakcfpeare,  nor,  1  believe,  in  -any  other 
^uthor.  ¥£int^  or  cue^  is  commonly  ufed  for  occafion  of  fpeech, 
which  is  explained  by,  fuch  was  thefrocrfs^  that  is,  the  courfe  of 
fee  tale  required  it.  If  hent  be  reftorcd,  it  may  be  explained  by 
bandkj,     I  had  a  handle^  or  opportunity^  to  fpeak  of  cannibals. 

Johnson. 
ISent  occurs  at  the  Conclufion  of  the  4tb  Aft  of  Mcafurefir  Mea- 
Jure.    It  is  derived  from  tlie  Saxon  Hentan^  and  means,  to  take  iMdd 
'rfy  to  feize. 

<«  — r-  the  gravcfl  citizens 
**  Have  hent  the  gates.? 
But  in  t{ie  very  next  page  Othelh  fays : 
.— —  Upon  this  hint  I  Ipake.' 
It  U  c^prutin  tt)etti«irt  that  thafi|»  i^ Aite|iccBaty«    Ste£V£n». 
!,,.-.■„•,  .  ..?!.•■-■-.•>  ■  i-   ■'-  ■    'And 
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And  of  the  Cannibals  that  «ach  other  eat, 

The  Anthropophagi,  and  ^  men  whofe  heads 

Do  grow  beneath  their  (liouiiiers.     Thefe  things  tQ 

hear, 
Would  Defdemona  iibrioufly  incHne:: 
BtH  ftiU  the  houfe  affiiirs  would  draw  her  thence ; 
"Which  ever  as  Ihe  could  with  hafte  difpatch. 
She'd  come  again,  and  with  a  greecly  car  7 
Devour  up  my  ciifcourfe:  Which  I.obferving, 
Took  once  a  pliant  hour ;  and  found  good  mean? 
To  draw  from  her  a  prayer  of  earneft  heart, 
That  I  would  all  my  pilgrimage  dilate, 
Whereof  by  parcels  (he  had  fomcthii^g  heard,^ 
^But  not  intentivcly:  I  did  ^onlent  ^ 

'      ^  .     •     .  An4 

•  ■         meh'whqfe  heads 

Do  groiv  hcneatb  their  Jhoulders.*^  Of  thefc  men  there  is  aa 
account  in  the  interpolafe<^  travels  ot  MandeviUe,  a  book  of  that 
^me.    JoHNsoK. 

The  C^ttibafs  and  Anthropophagi  were  known  to  an  Englift 
audience  bctore  Shakefpcare  ituroduced  the»n.     liMheHiJory  ef 
Orkmdo  Furiiffr^  play'd  for  the  entertainmeiit  of  Queen  Elizabfthy 
they  are  mentioned  in  the  very  firil  fcenc;  and  Raleigh,  fpeaksc^ 
people  whofe  heads  appear  not  above  their  ihouldcrs. 
Again,  in  the  Tragedy  of  LocriMy  1595.: 
*♦  Or  where  the  hXooisy  Anthropophagi^ 
.    ♦*.  With  greedy  jaws  devour  the  waudring  wights.** 
The  poet  might  likewife  have  read  of  them  in  Pliny's  tiai.  Hifi* 
Uanflat^  by  P.^  tJQ^nd»  i6oi|  and  in  Sfixiwt\ Chronicle. 

Steeveks. 
^  '^■^oitd  'with  (ji  grec^  e^^ 
Devour  up  my  d^fcourj^f ;]     So^  in  MarJowe*^  ^^Hfi*^ji  Ppminioni 
*'  Hang  both  your  greedy  ears  u})qn  my  lips ; 
^^  httihcoi  devour  n^Jpecch.**    Malone. 

•  But  not  intentive^y  :^-^]     Thus  the  ddcll  <]uarto.    Thefolia 
.  rc^da»  iufiin^i'vc^^     Perhaps  it  ftould  be,  d\fiinBivey. 

The  old  word,  however,  may  iland.  Intention  and  aftrntln 
tl^ero  once  fy nonymous.  So,  in  a  play  called  the  j(fk,oj^  Gu^ 
1633  X  **  Grace  !  at  fitting  down  they  cannot  intendyw  for  hun- 
ger,*' i.e.  attend  to  it.,  p^efdemona,  wfio  waa  olten  caUji  out 
of  the  room  on  the  fcore  of  houfe- aiFairs,  could  not  have  icard 
Ofh^llu4  tete  witftiiifbi  i%  e*  witl^  utte/ifion.  to  ^11  &  /o?-/;.^ 
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And  often  did  beguile  her  of  her  tears. 
When  I  did  fpeak'  of  fome  diftrefsful  ftroJkc 
That  my  youth  fuffer'd.     My  ftory  being  done,    .  \ 
She  gave  me  f6r  my  pains  ^  a  world  of  fighs  : .  . 
She  iWore, — In  ^^ih,  *twas  ftringe,  'twas   paffing 

,    ftr^ngjast,'.  '    ; 

*Twas  pitiful,/tw4s  wondrous  pitiful'to  :  ^ 

She  wifti'd,  fhe  had  not  h?^rd  it ;  yet  ihe  wi&i'd 
That  heaven  hadrma^  her  jfuch  a  man. :  (be  thanked 

me-; 
And  bade  me,  if  I  had  a  friend  that  lov*d  her,  • 
I  Ihould  but  teach  him  how  to  tell  my  ftory. 
And  that  would  woo  her*     Upon,  this  hint,  I  fpake : 
She  loy'd  m<e  for  the  dangers  I  ha^  paft ; 
And  I  Iqv'd  her,  that  fhe  did  pity  them.  . 
This  only  is  the  witchcraft  I  have  us*d;^ 
Here  comes  the  lady,  let  her  witnefs  it. 

Enter  Defdemonaj  lago^  and  Attendants. 

Duke.  I  think,  this  talc  would  win  my  "daughter 
too, — 
Good  Brabantio, 

Take  up  this  mangled  matter  at  the  befl: : 
Men  do  their  broken  weapons  rather  ufc. 

Again,  in  Chapman's  Verfion  of  the  Iliad*  B.  6 : 

•«  He6tor  intends  his  brother's  will  5  but  firft,  &c.'' 
Again  in  the  tenth  Book ;  "  —  all  with  intentive  car 

"  Converted  to  the  enemies'  tents—** 
Again,  in  the  eighth  Book  6t  the  Odyfley  :' 

"  For  our  fhips  know  th'  exprcHed  minds  of  men; 

•'  And  will  fo  moll  intentl'vefy  retaine 

**  Their  fcopes  appointed,  that  they  never  erre.** 

SteeVens, 
♦  — — —  a  iMorU  of  fgbs ;]     It  was  liJIes  in  the  later  editions : 
but  this  is  evidently  the  true  readinj/.     The  lady  had  been  for- 
ward indeed  to  give  him  a  'v^orid  of  kijps  upon  the  bare  re^cital  of 
his  flory ;  nor  does  it  agree  with  the  following  lines.     Pope,  . 

Than 
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Than  their  bare  haads. 

Bra.  I  pray  you,  hear  her  fpcak  ; 
If  (he  confefs,  that'  (be  was  half  the  wooer, 
Deftruftion  on  my  head  s  if  my  bad  ]>lame 

Xight  on  the  man  !-*-^Come  4iither»  gentle  miftnc&i 
Do  you  perceive  in  all  this  noble :  company^ 
Where  moft  you  owe  obedience  ? 

Def.  My  noble  father, 
I  do  perceive  here  a  divided  duty : 
To  you  I  am  bound  for  life,  and  education ; 
My  life,  and  education,  both  do  learn  me 
How  to  refpeft  you  •,  you  are  the  lord  of  duty  % 

'  i  am  hitherto  your  daughter :  But  here's  my  hufbaiid| 
And  fo  much  duty  as  my  mother  fliew'd 
To  you,  preferring  you  before  her  father. 
So  much  I  challenge  that  I  may  profe& 
Due  to  the  Moor,  my  lord. 

Bra.  God  be  with  you ! — I  have  done  :— 
Pleafe  it  your  grace,  on  to  the  date  affairs ; 
I  had  rather  to  adopt  a  child,  than  get  it.— r 
Come  hither.  Moor : 

I  here  do  give  thee  that  with  all  my  heart, 
"Which ',  but  thou  haft  already,  with  all  my  heart 
I  would  keep  from  thee. — For  your  fake,  jewel, 
I  am  glad  at  foul  I  have  no  Qth^r  child.; 
For  thy  efcape  would  t^ch  me  tyranny. 
To  hang  ck^s  on  them.^— I  have  done,  my  lord. 
Duke.  4  Let  me  fpeak  like  yourfelfj    and  lay  a 
fentcnce* 

Which, 

'  BefiruHlony  ic]    The  quartos  r^d,  defiruction  Ught  m  mc, 

Steevens. 
•  Zca  are  the  lord  ofduty^     The  firft  quarto  reads. 

You  are  lord  o\'  ail  my  duty.    Ste e  v e n s . 
^  lyhicb^  &c.]     This  line  is  omitted  in  the  iiril  quarto. 

STEEVgNS. 

"     ♦  Let  meffeak  like  your  7?^'j — ]     It  fhould  be  like  Qurjelf,  I  c, 
]et  me  luediate  betweeu  you  as  becomes  a  princ^  ;ind  commoQ 
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Which,  <  as  a  grife,  or  ftep,  may  help  thefe  lovers 

^  Into  your  favour. 

When  remedies  are  paft,  the  griefs  are  ended, 

By  feeing  the  worft,  which  late  on  hopes  depended. 

To  mourn  a  miichief  chat  is  paft  and  gone^ 

Is  the  nC5fC  way  to  draw  new  mifchief  on  7. 

What  cannot  be  preferv'd  when  fortune  takes. 

Patience  her  injury  ,a  mockery  makes. 

The  robb'd,  that  fmiies,  fteals  ibmething  from  the 

thief; 
He  robs  htmfelf,  that  fpends  a  bodtlefs  grief, 

•  Bra.  So  let  the  Turk,  of  Cyprus  us  beguile ; 
We  lofe  it  not,  fo  long  as  we  can  fmile. 

He  bears  the  fentence  well,  that  nothing  bears 

•  But  the  free  comfort  which  from  thence  he  hears  : 


father  of  his  people :  for  the  prince's  opioion,  here  delivered,  ^ 
^uite  contrary  to  Brabautio's  ientknent*    Wa&bvrtoiv. 
Hanmer  reads, 

Let  me  now  (peak  more  like  your  felf* 
Dr.  Warburton's  emendation  is  fpecious ;  but  I  do  not  fee  how 
Hanmer's  makes  any  alteration.    The  duke  feems  to  mean,  when 
he  fayfi  he  will  fpeak  like  Brabantio,  that  he  will  fpeak  fenten- 
tjoufly.     Johnson. 

Let  me  Jheak  like  yourfelf: — '\  i.  e.  let  me  fpeak  as  yourfelf 
would  fpeak,  were  you  not  too  much  heated  with  pailion. 

,Sir  J.  Reynolds. 
s  ..  tf/  tf  grizc,, — ]    Grine  fiom  degnes.    A  ffrbu  is  a  ilep.     So 
ia  Ti}Moh : 

**  ■  for  every  griTse  of  fortune 

**  Is  fmooth'd  by  that  below." — 
Ben  Jonfon,  in  hh^anusy  gives  the  original  word. 

*'  Whom  when  he  faw  lie  fpread  on  the  degrees,^ 

In  the  will  of  K.  Henry  VI.  where  the  dimenlions  of  King's 

College  chapel  at  Cambridge  are  fet  down,  the  word  occurs*    as 

fpclt  in  fome  of  the  old  editions  of  Shakefpeare.  *^  •—  From  the  pro- 

voft's  flail,  unto  the  Greece  called  Gradus  Cbori^  90  feet.*'  Stee  vens. 

*  Into  ysur  favour. 1  This  is  wanting  in  ihe  folio,  but  found 
in  the  quarto.    Johnson. 

^  2ie-M  mifchict  on.)    The  quartos  read— «?tfr^  mifchief.— 

Steevens. 

•  But  ihe  free  eenfort  txjhich  from  thence  he  Jxars ;}  But  the 
moral  precepts  of  confolation,  which  are  liberally  bellowed  on 
occ^iion  of  the  fentence.     Johnson* 

But 
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But  be  bears  both  the  fentence  and. the  forrow. 
That,  to  pay  grief,  muft  of  poor,  patience  borrow^ . 
Thefe  fentences,  to  fugar,  of  to  gall. 
Being  ftroog  on  both  fides,  are  equivocal : 
?  But  words  are  words  ;  I  never  yet  did  hear. 
That  the  bruis'd  heart  was  pierced  through  the  ear. 

I. humbly 

*  But  words  are  <iJ30rJs ;  /  «««r  yet  did  hear^ 
\  That  the  hruiid  heftrt  ^-iajos  pier^d.  through  the  rdrr,]  The 
duke  liad  by  fage  fentenccs  been  exhorting  Brabantio  to  patience, 
and  to  forget  the  grief  of  his  daughter's  ftolen  marriage,  to  which 
Brabantio  is  made  very  pertinently  to  reply  to  this  efFe6l :  "  My 
"  lord,  1  apprehend  my  well  the  wifdona  of  your  advice;  but 
•*  though  you  would  comfort  me,  words  arc  but  words ;  and  the 
**  heart,  already  hruiid^  was  never  picrcd^  or  vjounded^  through 
*'  the  ear!*     It  is  obvious  that  the  text  muft  be  reftored  thus : 

That  the  bruised  heart  was  pieced  through  the  ear\ 
i.  e.  that  the  wounds  of  forrow  were  ever  cured,  or  a  man  made 
heart^jjhok  merely  by  words' of  confolation.     Warburton% 

nat  the  bruifed  heart  was  pierced  through  the  earj]  Shake- 
fpeare  was  continually  changing  his  iirft  expreffioa  for  another, 
either  ftronger  or  more  uncommon  ;  fo  that  very  oftcA  the  reado", 
-  who  has  not  the  fame  continuity  or  fucceilion  of  ideas,  i^  at  a  bis 
.for  its  meaning.  Many  of  Shakefpeare's  uncouth  ftrained  epi- 
thets may.be  explained,  by  going  back  to  the  obvious  andfiniple 
expreffion,  which  is  m">ft  likely  to  occur  to  the  mind  in  that  Hate. 
I  can  imagice  the  firft  mode  of  expreffion  that  occurred  to  the 
poet  was  this  ; 

♦•  The  troubled  heart  was  never  cured  by  words." 
Tp  give  it  poetical  force,  he  ahered  the  phrafe: 

*'  The  wounded  heart  was  never  reached  through  the  ear." 
Wounded  heart  he  changed  to  broken^  and  that  to  bruifedy  as  a 
more  uncommon  expreiiion.  Rewh  he  ahered  to  touched^  and  the 
tranfition  is  then  ealy  to  pierced,,  i.  e.  thoroughly  touched.  When 
the  fentiment  is  brought  to  this  ftate,  the  commentator,  without 
thi«  unravelling  clue,  expounds //rm;^^  the  heart  in  its  common  ac- 
ceptation woundiug  the  hearty  which  making  in  this  place  nonfenfc, 
is  corrected  to  pieced  the  hearty  which  is  very  ftilF,  and,  as  Pploniui 
fays,  is  a  vile  fihj'o/e,     SirJ.REYNOLns. 

Piereed  may  be  right.  The  confcqucnce  of  a  ^r*^  is  fomc- 
times  matter  coUedted,  and  this  can  no  way  be  cured  without 
piercing  or  letting  it  out.     Thus,  in  Hamlet : 

**  It  will  but  Ikin  and  film  the  ulcerous  place, 
♦*  While  rank  corruption  mining  all  within, 
^  lxki9ci%  uttfeeft," 

Agaio^ 
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I  Iiumbly  befeech  you,  proceed  to  the  afian*s  of  ftate^ 
Duke.  The  Turk  mth  a  moft  ftmgbty  prrparatiM 
makes  for  Cyprus  :-^Oche]}o,  the  fortitude  of  th« 
place  is  bcft  known  to  you :  And  though  ^e  have 
there  a  fubftitute  of  moft  allow'd  fufficienq^,  yet 
opinion,  a  fovereign.miftrcfsof  effeSis,  throws  a  n[K)rd 
fafe  voice  on  you  :  you  niuft  therefore  be  content  to 
(lubber  *  the  glofs  of  your  new  fortenesj  wkh  this 
more  flubborn  and  boideroin  expedition. 

Osb.  The  tyrant  cuftom,  tnoft  grflve  fcnators^ 
Hath  made  the  fiimy  and  ftcd  couch  of  war 
My  *  thrice-driven  bed  of  doiN^n :  I  do  agnize* 
A  natural  and  prompt  alacritVi 
I  find  in  hardncfs ;  and  do  uhdcrtakd 
This  prefent  war  againfl:  the  OttomiteSi 
Moft  humbly  therefore  bending  to  your  ftate^  ' 

*  I  crave  fit  difpofition  fc^r  my  wife  > 

*^  This  18  rb^imfiafihdnie  of  xriucb  w^tti  atid  f^eace^ 
**  That  Inward  breaks,  and  ilietvs  no  caufc  whioiit^ 
**  Why  the  man  dies^*    Steevens. 

*  Ta  flubber  the  glofs ^  ficc]  Ti>Jlahber^  on  this  occafiin,  18  td 
•tfcurtn    So,  in  cfie  Firfl  Pait  of  JcrMiniOy  &«•  1 665 : . 

**  The  evening  too  begins  iojluhhcr  tlay.^'    StBEVjs'jfS; 

*  '^thrice^Jrinun  kJ  of  dm>iu: — ]  A  driveti  bed,  is  a  bed  for 
^riudi  the  feathers  are  ielec^dy  by  driviikg  with  ^  fan^  wliich  tejptt^ 
rates  the  light  from  the  heavy,     ToiitVSQy, 

'  «»  /^  agnize]  /.  r«  -ackiuimed^e,  €ocl&«^  avow;  So,  in  the 
^  play  of  Camhyfei  t 

**  The  tenor  j&fyouf  princely  wtll*  from  Jrou  (art^/jignhie.^ 
In  this  inflance,  hmvcvcr,  it  (ignilies  to  knoW ;  as  likeWife  m  thd 
following,  from  the  fame  piclce  i 

"  Wly  fo  ?  I  pray  you  let  me  agnlie^    9t££  V£NS« 

*  I  crave  fit  Mjj>ofiti<mf0r  n^ 'wife  \ 

Due  reference  y/^tv,  uik/  exhltfltion^  &ci]  I  deiirc,  that  pm^ 
per  dijfMfitlofi  be  made  ^  my  wife,  that  flie  may  have  firecedemy^ 
and  revenue^  accommodation >  and  cohifahy;^  fuitable  to  her  rank. 

For  ufireuce  of  place»  the  old  quartos  have  rtwraUi^  w^ich 
iianmer  has  receiveiii    1  (hould  read^ 

JXu£  prekt€ao^  ffpldccp — *^    TOHNsoff. 
Exbibitl0m  is  allowance.    The  word  i^  at  prefent  ufed  .ottly  at 
"•cumvcrfities. 

Yq%.  X.  H  h  Sd^ 
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Due  reference  of  place,  and  exbiUtion ; 
With  fuch  accommodadon,  and  befort^ 
As  levels  with  her  breeding.  ^  i 

X>uki.  If  you  pleafe, 
Be't  at  her  father's. 

Bra.  I  will  not  have  it  fo* 

Otb.  Nor  L 

Def.  Nor  I ;  I  would  not  there  refidc. 
To  put  my  father  in  impatient  thoughts, 
By  being  in  his  eye.     Mofl:  gracious  duke. 
To  my  unfolding  lend  a  gracious  ear  5  • 
And  kt  me  find  ^  a  charter  in  your  voice. 
To  affift  my  fimplenefs  7. 

Duke.  What  would  you,  Defdemona  ? 

Def.  That  I  did  love  the  Moor  to  live  with  him, 
•  My  down-right  violence  and  ftorm  of  fortunes 
May  trumpet  to  the  world ;  my  heart's  fubdu'd 

Evci 

So,  in  tbc  7s:w  Gentkmtn  cf  Fitrena : 

•    <«  What  maintenance  he  from  his  friends  receives, 
•*  Like  exhihithn  thou  (halt  have  from  me.*' 
Again,  in  King  Edward  IV.  by  Hey  wood,  1626 : 
'  "  Of  all  the  exhibition  yet  beftow'd, 

**  This  woman's  liberality  likes  me  beft."    SrEEr-ENS. 
5  «^  Mfifi  gracious  duie^ 
To  fftp  MT^lding  lend  a  gracious  ear ;]     Thus  the  quarto  1622. 
The  folio,  to  avoid  the  repetition  of  the  fame  epithet,  reads: 
«<  — yoar  itrq/perous  etLT ;"  u  c,  yonr ftroffitious  cslu     Ste evens. 

•  —  tf  charter  inyour  voice]     Let  your  (slxout /trifplJege  me. 

JOHKSOK. 

T  To  ajjjtfi  ntf  Jimfknefs^  The  firft  qjuarto  reads  this  as  aa  un- 
finiibed  fentence : 

^/i// {/*  my  fimplenefs —»-      Steevens. 

•  My  difwn-rigbt  vioknce  and  &orm  of  fortunes]  But  whatvio- 
knte  was  it  that  drove  her  to  run  away  with  the  Moor?  We 
fhouldread, 

3dy  dawn-right  vioknce  to  forms,  my  fortunes. 

Warburtok. 

There  is  no  need  of  this  emendation.    Violence  is  not  vieienQt 

fujfereJy  but  violence  aded.    Breach  cf  common  rules  and  oHigt- 

'  dons.     The  old  quarto  h2,%j/corn  of  fortune,  which  is  perhaps  the 

true  reading.    Johnson. 
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fevcn  to  the  very  quality  of  my  lord  9 1 

» I  faw  Othello's  vifage  m  his  mind ; 

And  to  his  honours,  and  his  valiant  parts^ 

Did  I  my  foul  and  fortunes  confecrate. 

So  that,  dear  lords,  if  1  be  left  behind, 

A  moth  of  peace,  and  he  gO  to  thfe  war. 

The  rites,  for  which  I  love  him,  are  bereft  mti 

And  I  a  heavy  interim  Ihall  fupport  • 

By  his  dear  abfence  :  Let  me  go  with  him. 

Otbi  Your  voices,  lords  * : — I  do  bcfcech  you,  let 
Her  will  have  a  free  way. 
Vouch  with  me  heaven,  I  therefore  beg  it  not  % 
To  pleafe  the  palate  of  my  appetite  ; 
4  Nor  to  comply  with  heat,  (the  young  affedls. 
In  me  defundt)  and  proper  fatisfa£tion  ^ 

B\it 

i  would  rather  cbritinuc  ta  read  Shrm  tffortunet  dn  account  of 
the  w^rds  that  follow,  viz,    ik^  trumpet  to  the  'uoorld* 
So,  in  King  Hiory  I V;  P.  i : 

— ii  the  fouthcm  <t)urW 
'     Doth  play  the  trumpet  to  his  purpofes. 
Agaio^  in  Troilui  and  Crejfidd  i 

««  ^^ fo 

"  both  valour's  (hew  and  valour's  worth  divide 
.   *       ^^  \vL  Jiorms  if  fortune  i^    Steevens. 
.    ^'  Ejven  fo  the  'very  quaUty  rfffty  htd:']     The  firft  quarto  readtf, 
.  Even  to  the  utmoft pkafare^  &c.     Steeyens. 
'  1  faw  OthiWs  vifdge  in  his  mndi]     It  muft  raift  no  wondef^ 
t^ti  loved  a  man  of  an  appearance  fo  little  engaging;  1  faw  his 
face  only' in  his  mind ;  the  greatnefs  of  his  charader  reconciled  mcf 
to  his  form.     JoHifsoN. 

•  Tour  voices  J  lords :]    The  folio  reads,  Let  her  have  your  voicei 

Steevens; 
5  Fouib  *Mitb  me^    Thus  the  fecond  quarto  and  the  folio. 

Steeven*, 
♦  Nor  to  eomfly  with  heat  (the  young  affeBs^ 
In  /ffj^defunet)  and  proper  Jatisfa3ion\\  As  this  has  been 
hitherto  printed  and  (lopped,  it  feems  to  me  a  period  of  as  ilubborn 
nonfenfe,  as  the  editors <  have  obtruded  upon  poor  Shakefpeare 
throughout  his  works.  What  a  prepoflcrous  creature  is  thb 
.Ochelb  made,  to  fall  in  love  with  and  n>arry  a  fine  young  lady, 
when  appetite  »nd  heat^  ^ud  proper  fati^a^iony  are  i/cWand  defun^ 

H  h  2  vsk 
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But  to  be  free^  a^  bounteous  to  fcer  mind  t 

And 

in  him !  (Fori  -iJ^^w*  Bgtiifcs  ttothltrg  «lft,  Aat  I  knwur  of,  ciAer 
primitively  or  iiieU{dKiriodly :)  bttc  it  we  imy  td&e  Othcdo^  o#b 
word  in  the  afiair,  he  Wta  ftot  rfdiMftd  to  this  ^tl  6mt* 

— —  ^r,  ^r  /  am  decU*Cd 

Into  the  ifau  of  year's ;  jrt  that's  not  much. 
Agaii^  Wt^  MuM  «ur  pom  1^  (for  fb  he  fays,  at  the  pa^ge 
has  been  pointed)  that  the  yioiliiig  4^  heat  ^  Youth,  ceitatiiljr^ 
has  it,  and  haa  AO  occafioa  or  pr<ceo(:e  of  affeding  it.  Asd^  agaia. 
after  dStaSt^  would  he  add  fo  abfurd  a  collateral  epithet  as  profetl 
Bat  a^cBt.  \vw  iiot  dfeftgnefl  there  as  a  verb,  and  d^n^  was  not  dc- 
figned  here  at  all.  I  have,  by  reading  d§f/M^,  iotdefkitS^  refctte^the 
'  poet*s  tekt  from  aMudi^^  and  fchil  I  take  to  be  the  mwr  of  what 
he  would  fay  ;  ^'  I  do  not  beg  her  company  with  me,  merely  ID 
**  p^eafe  myiyf ;  nOr  to  indulge  the  heat  and  ^^s  (i.  e.  affe<?lIoBs) 
<^  of  a  ttew4tiarri«l  tnan,  in  my  own  diftii&  and  proper  fatif* 
««.  faction ;  but  cp  toinply  With  her  in  her  reque(^,.  a&d  defire,  of 
ft^  iittcompanying  me.**  Affe^s  for  itffeHiomSy  our  author  in  feveral 
other  paAagei  ules.    Theobald* 

Nor  40  €0H^  ^ib  hoat^  ibejoung  nffeBs 

In  mydeftmH  and  ftofer  fatiifiimon  {]  i.  e*  widi  that  hett 
and  new  a^ftions  which  the  indulgence  of  «iiy  appetke  has  nifed 
and  created.  This  is  themMiMig  of  d^nSt^  which  has  made  all 
the  difficulty  ofthepaiB^    WAaBumr^N. 

I  do  not  think  that  Mr.  Theobald's  emendatioii  ckars  the  teit 
firora  embarrailinent,  though  it  is  with  a  litde  imaginary  improve- 
ment receivied  bf  Haomer,  who  n»ids  thus : 

^  Nor  to  com^wiih  betti^  aflb£b  the  young 

Jnn^^ifhudtandffr^Jaiisfii^iOH^ 
1>r.  Warburton't  exf^nation  is  not  more  fatisfadory :  what 
made  the  di&ulnr  wiU  condtHie  to  malbe  it.    I  lead, 
I  hg  itmts 

'/o.fkalo  ibepalaU  ^  igpr  tMttitt^ 

Nor  to  comp^  with  beat  (the young  t^^ 

In  me  d*funB)  andfr^r  fiuis^ioni 

BiU  to  he  free  and  hoimt eons  to  her  mind* 
AfeBs  ftaads  here,  nat  fdr  Anv,  hut  (fxpajions^  fist  that  ^  which 
any  thiag  is  afieded*  /  afi  it  not,  %$  he,  topka/e  efpetltt^  or 
fatisj^ko^  dejires^  the  paHiens  of  youth  which  I  have  now  outlived, 
^x  for  aii)^  particidar  gratificdtion  of  mxfelfy  but  merthf  that  Itnqy  hf 
du^e  the  *wi/bes  of  my  wife. 

Mr.  Upton  had,  before  me,  changed  9»v«oiMr;  hut  he  has  printed 
youxxg  eff^^Sf  not  feemiog  to  know  that  e^foBs  could  be  a  nomu 

JaBNSOK. 

Theobald  has  obicnred  the  impropriety  of  making  Othello  oon- 
ftft,  that  all  youthful  paliioos  vf&cdefunB  in  him;  andHanmer's 

leadiaf 
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And  heaven  defend  ^  yt>ur  good  fouls,  that  you  thmk 
I  will  your  ferioua  and  great  bufinefs  fcant^ 

For 

mim%  Ttiiajy  I  think,  be  tecciTed  with  <mly  a  flight  alteration. 
I  HrouU  read, 

.  **  '   '  I  beg  k  now 

**  To  pleafe  the  palaie  of  nay  appetite, 

**  Nor  to  comply  with  beat,  and  young  alEi^ 

*^  In  ray  difiihd  and  proper  fatisfadion ; 

"  But  to  be,  &C.'' 
AjfeHs  ibnds  for  affcSions^  and  is  ufed  ia  that  ftnft  by  Ben  Jonlbn 
in  The  Cafe  U  alter  d^  1609 : 

««  ■  I  AaW  not  need  to  urge 

"The  facred  purity  of  owij^/,* 
So,  in  Middleton*s  Inmr  Tenfk  Mafque^  16x9 : 
•  **  No  doubt  nfcSis  will  be  (ubdu'd  by  reafb^.** 

Ag^nlti,  in  hovels  Lahour^s  L^ft : 

For  every  man  with  his  ajfeffs  is  born. 
Again,  in  7he  frars  tf  Cyrus^  1594  : 

**  The  frail  tf^i^i  and  errors  of  ray  youth.* 
Again,  in  the  Pinner  nf  Wah^eU^  t  ^99 : 

**  Shut  up  thy  daughter,  bridle  her  effeSlsT 
There  is,  however,  in  The  Bondman^  by    Maffinger,  a  paffiige 
which  feems  to  countenance  and  explain   -^— the  young  at- 
fefti  in  me  difunBy  &c.  » 

«*  — ^  yoqthful  heats, 

*^  That  look  no  fur^er  than  your  outward  form, 

•*  Are  long  fince  hwicd  in  me.** 
f/^(r0»  is  the  fpealcer.    Ste evens, 
1  would  vent«ire  to  make  the  two  laft  lines  change  places. 

<*  ■■■  ■'  ■    ■  I  therefore  beg  it  not, 

**  To  pleafe  the  palate  of  my  appetite, 

**  Nor  to  comply  with  heat,  the  young  affects ; 

**  But  to  be  free  and  bounteous  to  her  mind, 

**  In  my  defunct  and  proper  fatbfaction.**  •  '' 

And  wpuld  then  xecommend  it  to  conlideration,  whether  the  word 
i^H  (which  would  be  the  only  remaining  difficulty)  is  not  capa- 

■  I.        I     >  I  I  ■     I       f   I 

»  ^  defend^  &c.]     To  defend^  is  to  forbid.     So,  in  Chaucer  t 
Wife  ef  imUi  Fr^logue^  late  edit.  ver.  5641  : 
•    **  Whcr  cfln  ye  fcen  io  any  mauer  age 
"  Thjitt  higb^  God  defended  mariage, 
"  ByexpreiTe  word?** 
From^^W^^  Fr.    Ste evens. 

^  H  h  a 
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For  (he  is  with  me ;  No,  *  when  light- winged  toyi^ 

Of  feather'd  Cupid,  feel  with  wanton  dulnefs 

My  fpeculative  and  adive  inftrumcnts. 

That  my  difports  corrupt  and  taint  my  bufinefs. 

Let  houfewives  make  a  Ikillet  of  my  helm, 

yVnd  all  indign  and  bafe  adverfities 

^ake  head  ^ga^nft  n^y  {^{limation  7 ! 

ble  of  a  (igntfication,  drawn  from  the  primitive  fenfe  of  its  Latin 
op^pa),  \vhkh  lyould  yery  \yell  agrep  with  the  context. 

Tyrwhitt. 
I  would  propofe  to  read,  I^  my  defenH^  or  definc^d^  &c.  i.  c. 
I  do  not  beg  her  company  merely  to  pleafe  the  palate  of  my  ap- 
petite, nor  to  comply  with  the  heat  ot  luft  which  \h<t  young  man 
^ffe^s^  i.  c,  bygi  gpd  is  fond  of,  in  a  gratification  which  I  have 
by  marriagp  defencd^  or  inclofed  and  guarded,  and  made  my  own 
propeny.  Unproper  heds^  in  this  play,  mean,  beds  not  peculiar  or 
Appropriate  to  the  right  owner,  but  common  to  other  occupiers. 
In  th<i  Msrry  Winie^^  ic^,  the  marriage  vow  is  reprefented  by  Ffiri 
as  the  ward  and  defence  of  purity  pr  ponjugal  fidelity.  "  I  coul4 
drive  her  then  fixing  the  ward  of  her  purity,  her  reputation,  and  a 
thousand  other  her  d^nces^  which  are  now  too  llrongly  embattcrd 
ilgairjfj*  me.**  The  verb  affeB  is  more  generally,  among  ancient 
authors,  taken  in  the  conuruAion  which  I  have  given  to  it,  than 
as  Mr.  Theobald  would  interpret  it.  It  Is  fo  in  this  very  play, 
•*  Not  to  affe^  m^ny  propofed  matches*'*  means  not  to  Uke^  or  U 
fond  of  many  propofed  matches.  ' 

I  am  perfuaded  that  the  wofd   defu0  muft  be  at  all  evcnt$ 
ejected.     Qthellq  talks  here  of  his  appetite^  and  it  is  very  plain  tliat 
Defdetnona  to  her  death  was  fond  of  hini  after  wedlock,  and  that 
he  loved  her.     How  then  could  his  conjugal  deSres  be  dead  or 
defunB  ?  or  how  ppuld  they  be  defunB  or  difcharged  and  pefformcd^ 
^ hen  the  marriage  \vas  not  confummatpd?    Tollet, 
•  —  'when  li^ht-wing^d  toys 
Qi  feather  d  Cupid ^  feel  voithwanto^  dt^lnefs 
]\^  fpeculative  and  ofEc'd  in/irument—^J     Thus    fhc  fplioj 
•yhe  quarto  reads — 

—  when  light-wing'd  toys 
^nd  featjier'd  Cupid  foifs  yvith  wariton  dulneff 
My  fpeculative  aiid  aBive  inftruments-r 
^1!  thcfe  words  (in  tither  copy)  meaij  no  more  than  this :  ffin 
fhe  pkafure$  and  idle  toys  of  love  make  me  unfit  either  fir  j^eing  thf 
flftlies  of  «2y  office^  or  fir  the  ready  petfirmance  of  thcm^  &. 

Steeveiti. 

7  rr  »V  cftjfTjation  !1     Thus  the  fplio;   the  c^^xtor-reputatinu 

'     ,  Steevens. 
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Duke.  Be  it  as  you  (hall  privately  determine. 
Either  for  her  ftay,  or  going:  the  affair  cries— -haftc* 
And  fpeed  muft  anfwer  it ;  you  muft  hence  to*night. 

Def.  To-night,  my  lord  ?  . 

Duke^TKis  night. 

0$b.  With  all  my  bcfart. 

Duke.  At  nine  i*  the  morning  here  we'll  meet  again. 
Othello,  leave  ibme  officer  behind. 
And  he  (hall  our  commiffion  bring  to  you  % 
And  fuch  things  elfe  of  quality  apd  refpe£t:> 
As  doth  import  you. 

Otb.  Pleafe  your  grace,  my  ancient ; 
A  man  he  is  of  honefty,  and  truft : 
To  his  conveyance  I  affign  my  wife. 
With  what  elfe  nwdfql  your  ^ood  grace  (hall  think 
To  be  fcnt  after  me. 

Duke.  Let  it  be  fo.— * 
Good  night  to  every  OQe.-TT>And»  ooble  figntor, 

[To  BraK 
*  If  virtue  no  delighted  beauty  lack. 
Your  fon-in-law  i3  far  more  faic  than  black; 

•  Jftnrtue  no  delighted  beaufy  Utck^l    This  h  a-fchfelcft  epithet* 
We  (hould  read  belighted  beauty^  i.  e.  white  and  fair.  War  bur  ton. 
Haam^  reads,  more  |]jaufiUly«  dfUghii^g.    I  do  not  kaovv  that 
ieUgited  h^  any  autnonty^    I  fhould  rather  read, 

If  virtue  no  delight  or  beauty  lack. 
Delight  J  for  delegations  or  pofwer  rf  pkafing^  as  it  Is  frequently 
vfed*     Johnson. 

.  There  i^  no  fuch  word  v&'rrbelighted.  The  plain  meaning,  I 
believe,  is,  if  virtue  comprehends  every  thing  in  itf^lf^  then  yotyr 
virtoous  fon-in-law  of  courfe  is  beautiful :  he  has  that  beauty 
which  delights  everyone.  Delighted^  iot  delighting  \  Shakefpcare 
often  ufes  the  active  and  palBve  participles  hidifcriminately.  Of 
()it»  pr^ice  I  have  already  given  mat>y  iafta^c^.  The  fame  fentU 
ment  (eems  to  occur  in  l^jjelfth  Night : 

In  nature  is.no  blemiOi,  but  the  mind ; 

None  can  be  call'd  deform*d»  but  the  uakind : 

Virtue  is  beauty, Steev£Ns. 

Delighted  is  ufed  by  Shakef^earc  in  the  fcafc  of  dclightinjy  of 
dcUghffUL    See  Cymbeline^  A^  5 : 

Whom  heft  I  love,  I  cr«fs,  to  roake  my  gift, 

The  more  dtlay'd,  delighted,    Tyrwhit"^, 
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Sen.' Adxtrs,  brave  MooH  tife  Defitemotm  <r4ft 
Mra.  Look  to  hcr^  Moor  i  ^  have  a  qoitk  cyt  w 
fee} 
php  ha$  decciv 'd  her  father,  and  ffiaj;t  thee. 

fKxeun$  piik$,  snd  S^Um.. 
Oik  My  life  upon  her  frith.— -Honeft  lago. 
My  Defdemona  malt  i  leave  tx>  thee  : 
I  pr'ythee,  let  thy  wife  attem)  on  her  9 
And  bripg  them  after  in  the  '  befl:  advanrt^ige.^^ 
Come,  Eteldemona  j  I  have  but  an  hour 
Of  love,  of  worldly  matter  and  diredioti. 
To  fpend  wltl^  tht^t  v^e  tntsft  obey  the  time. 

iBs^eum  OiH^f  md  Dtfdmmx 

Jj^od.  lagOj-TTT    , 

-/«ifi.  what  fay'ft  thoti,  noWe  heart? 

Rod.  What  will  I  do,  think'ft  thott  ? 

laga.  Why,  go  to  bpd,  ami  fl^cp^* 

Rod.  t  will  incdtiiinetitly  drown  myfelfr 
*    Iag0*  Well,  if  thou  doft,  \  Ihall  never  love  thcf 
jifter  itt     Why,  thou  {\\\f  gencleman  I 

Rod.  It  i$  fififMft  CO  itve,  whM  to  Xvft  t^t  tonnent : 
find  then  have  ^e  a  prefer iptiqa  (odi^y^ben  deat^h  is 
pur  phyiicianf 

la^o,  O  villainous !  I  have  loQkM  upon  the  I«r6ri4 
for  four  tin>c$  feven  years :  and  firtCe  I  could  diftin- 
guifti  betwixt  a  benefit  and  zjk  injury,  t  never  foumf 
man  that  knew  hqw  to  love  himfelf.  Ere  I  would 
fay,  I  would  drown  myfelf  for  the  love  of  *  a  Guinea 
Jicn,  I  would  change  n^y  humanity  with  a  baboon. 

Roi 

y  ^^hanf^  a  qtiick  f^i  ^^e'>]  T^us  the  cUfft  quaras.  Th 
folio  reads, 

-r-r. ifihov  hafi  ^*fs  to  fie,     St]&£  V £  if  s  • 

I  .^  Ifefi  advantagc-T-}     Pairett  opportuftity.    JoHKSOtr. 
»  ,^  flt  Guiiua-J^jtr-I    A  Ihowy  bird  with  fine  feathers. 

JoHWSoy. 
J^  Guinea- hen  was   anciently  the  cant  term  for  a  pitiliwrt- 

"" '        So^ 
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RmL  Whii  Ihoold  I  do  ?  I  confefs,  it  is  my  fliame 
49  be  ib  fodd;  but  it  is  not  id  my  virtue  to  amend  it. 

Iag9.  Virtoe?  a  fig  !  'tis  in  ouffelves,  that  we  are 
thus,  or  thus*  Our  bodies  are  our  gardens;  to  the 
triiich,  oar  wiHs  are  gardeners :  fo  that  if  we  wifl  . 
phii^t  nettles^  ^r  Tow  lettuce ;  fet  hyflbp,  and  weed  up 
thyme;  fupply  it  with  one  gender  of  herbs,  or 
diftra£t  it  with  many  ;  either  have  it  fteril  with  idle* 
iiefs,  or  n^anur^d  with  md^^ry;  why,  the  power 
and  corrigible  authority  of  this  lies  in  our  wilU.  If 
the  balance '  of  our  lives  bad  not  one  fcale  of  rea<* 
ibit  to  poife  another  of  fenfuality,  the  blood  and 
baienefs  of  our  natures  would  condu&  us  to  moft 
prepoAerous  condufions:  But  we  have  reafon,  ta 
itool  our  raging  motions,  our  carnal  ftings,  our  On* 
bitted  lulls ;  whereof  I  take  this^  that  you  call- 
love,  to  be  a  ied»  or  fcyon  4« 

R6d.  It  cannot  be. 

.  Iajj;o.  It  is  merely  a  luft  of  the  blood>  Md  a  per* 
tniflion  of  the  will.  Come,  be  a  man :  Drown  thy* 
^If?  drown  cats,  and  blind  puppies.  I  have  pro-' 
j^fs'd  me  thy  friend,  and  I  con^sfii  me  knit  to  thy 
deferving  with  cables  of  perdurable  tousbnefs ;  I 
,  could  never  better  ftead  thee  than  now.  rut  money 
til  thy  purfe:  follow  thou  thefe  wars;  sdefeAc  thy 
favour  with  an  \ifurped  beard :  I  fay,  put  money  in 

thy 

Co,  in  Meriiu  fFkUm/letH,  1640 : 

«t  .t«- YomWs  the  cock  a^hefsme 
^*  About  to  ti«aA  yon  QtOnm-kni  tbiefit  biUing.'* 

Steevs^ts 

9  ^ihi  bahmce]    Tbf  folio  reads^-If  the  hrm*     St££VSv». 

.  4  ^^m-itSiKxtjv^n^]    Thus  the  (oX\0  stid  <|uflito.    h  fiR  19 

vhftt  the  iTiore  modem  gardeners  ^all  a  ctftiiMg.    The  modern 

^(«rtread-t^j6&    ^rsevBVi, 

«  ^ifrdtkai  dp  ^fintam-^'kif  4H9  t^ffei  heard.'^^  This  is  not 
piagKlh*  We  Ihcnild  read  diJiMi  ^  favour,  L  i.  turn  it  out  of  its 
feat,  dMDffe  it  for  aaother-    Thir  Vford V^^^  uiloihis 
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thy  pnrfc.    It  cannot  be,  that  Defdenoona  *(bec0d 
long  continue  her  lov«  to  the  Moor, — put  money  .in* 
thy  purfc;^ — nor  he  his  to  her  :  6  it  was- a  violent 
commencement  in  her,  and  thou  (bait  fee  an  an-r 
fwerable    fcqueftration ;— put   but    money   in   tby 

Surfe.— rThele  Moors  are  changeable  i»  iheir  wills  ;— * 
U  thy  purfe  with  money:   the  food  that  to  him 
now  is  7  as  lutcioqs   as  locufts,  (halt   be  to    him 
ibortly  as  bitter  as  coloquintida*    Sjhe .  mufl:  change 
•      *''"  *'       •  •"  <*• 

It  is  n^rc  £oglUb»  to  defiat^  tban  i^ijpat^  To  Jl^at^  ia  to  ir«^ 
to  change,     Jqhnson,.  .    ^ 

Defeat  IS  from  defahre^  Fr,  to  uncto.  Of  the  ufe  of  thi$  I  hav^ 
already  given  feveral  inftances.  Steevenj.^ 
t  ^  -T^  ii.was  a  «^»iiSf/f^commcncetoeiit  in  ber^  wtd  th&u  Jbtdt  fx  am 
ir;|^Vfra^i^  fequeflriatioa.— }  There  ifcems  to.  be  an  oppofition  o£ 
terms  here  intended,  which  has  beep  lp(t  ii)  tranfcripttonk  We 
may  read,  //  woi  a  vioknt  conjunftion,  and  thouJhaU  fie  an  anfiiXT" 
mble  fiqueftration ;  or,  what  feems  to  noe  preferable,  it  was  a  violmi 
tommertcement^  and  thou  Jbalt  fie  an  anfvjerable  fequel.     Jorn son* 

.  L)>4ie!VQ^  the  ^poe,vn^G9^fiqttefiraiion  for  fiqifel*  He  might  con* 
elude  that  it  was  immediately  derived  from  fiquor.  Sequeftration^ 
however;  may  mean  no-more  x\\?iii  fiparatlon.  So,  in  this  play 
«-  ♦♦  ^fi^uefien  from  Hbercy^f    Stee yens,  '  ■  ' 

»  --ras  lafiious  as  lo<^fi^—'\  Whether  yo»  underfiand  by  thl| 
ihe  infect  or  the  fruity  it  cannot  be  given  as^  an  inftancc  of.ade? 
ticious  morfej,  notwithftanding  the  exaggerations  of  lying  travel* 
Iers»  The  true  reading  is  lohoch^  a  very  pleafant  confection  in^ 
trdduced  into  n^edicine  by  the  Arabian  phyfkians;  and  ib  very 
&ly  oppoijbd  both  to  tha  bitternefs.and  ufe  of  Goloquiiutida*..  .  \ 
'     '  Warburton. 

— hitter  as  coloqttintida*'\  The  old  quarto  reads—  as  acerh  as 
coloquintida.  \ 

Dr.  WarbuneR,  through 'hi«  rage  to4ntr6duce  an  unooromon 
word,  i^  mi(tak<;n.,  AC  ^^ain.  the  'vaS^^-  l^ci^i  are  confidered 
as  a  greati  delicacy,  not  only  by  the  poor  but  by  the  rich  ;  and  are 
&>ki  in  the  maij^ts,'  as  larks  ^iid<|uatl«  are  In  Europe.  It  may  be 
.added,  that  the  Levitical  law  pennitsi  four-  ibrts  of  them  to  be 
eaten*    •     ,  .         .  ■         ^  ^       ^^ 

An  anonymous  correfpondent  informs  me,  that  tbe  fruit  of  thr 
tocufl-tree  is  along  bla(^  pod,-  which  contains  the  reeds,  aiifODg 
which-  there  is  a  very  fwet?A  lufcious  juice  of  much  the  fame  coa- 
f>(lem:y.iis  fteili  Jioiiey..  .'iUiU-C&ys,  be)  I  have  oiten  tailed. 

...     :    .  »  ..8TEEV.BJW. 
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for  youth  :  when  (he  is  fated  with  his  body,  ihe  will 
find  the  epror  of  her  choice.— She  muft  have  change, 
Ihe  niiJft:  therefore  put  money  in  thy  purfe. — If 
thou  wilt  needs  dattin  thyfelf,  do  it  a  more  delicate 
way  than  drowning.  Make  all  the  money  thou 
eand :  If  famftimony  and  ^  frail  vow,  ^  betwixt  an 
erring  Barbarian  and  a  fuper-lubtle  Venetian,  be  noc 
too  hard  for  my  wits,  ^nd  all  the  tribe  of  heil, 
thpu  (halt  enjoy  her;  therefgre  make  money.  A 
pox  of  drowning  thyfelf !  it  is  clean  out  of  the  ways 
feek  thou  rather  to  be  hang'd  in  compa(fing  thy 
joy,  than  to  be  drov^n'd  and  go  without  her, 

Rpd^  Wilt  thou  be  fad  tO:  my  hopes,  if  I  depend 
on  the  iffue?? 

lago,.  Thou  art  fur^  of  me ; — Gk>,  make  money: — 
I  have  told  thee  often,  and  I  re-tell  thee  again  -and 
again,  I  hate  the  Moor :  My  caufe  is  hearted  ^  thine 
hath  no  Jefs  rea(bn  {  Let  us  be  conjunctive  >'  in  oiH* 
revengje  againft  him:' if  thou  canft  cuckold  hioa, 
thou  doft  thyfelf  a  pleafure,  and  me  a  fport.  There 
are  many  events  in  the  womb  of  time,  which  will 
be  delivered.  Traverfe ;  go ;  provide  thy  money. 
We  yvil}  have  more  of  this  to-moiTow,     Adieu. 

Rod,  Where  Ihall  we  meet  i'  the  morning? 

fagp.  At  my  lodging. 

•  —  hetwixt  an  erring  Barbarian  ]  We  fhould  read^frrtfa*^ 
that  is,  a  vagabond,  one  who  has  no  houfe  nor  countty« 

Warburton". 
Hanmer  reads,  tfn*i7«/.    jErr/vg^  is  ais  well  as  either.    John  so su 
,*;  So,  \n  Hamlet: 

**  Th*  extravagant  and  erring  fpirit  hies 
**  T6  hi«  confine.**    Steevens. 
An  frring  Barbarian ;  perhaps  meaning  a  rtruer  from  Barhaty^ 
He  h^d  betbre  faid,  *^  yoaU  have  your  daughter  covered  wich  a 
Barhary  horfe.**     Malone. 

9  —  if  I  depend  on  the  ijfue  f  ]  Thefe  worda  are  wanting  in  the 
^ ft  quarto.     Steevens. 

}  fonjjfn^ivet  '  The  ih'ft  quarto  reads^  ccmmumcati^ve. 

Steevens, 
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RaJ.  ril  be  with  thee  betimes. 

Jago.  Go  to ;  fareweK    Do  you  hear,  Roderigo  f 

Rod.  What  fay  you » ? 

Iag$.  No  mcM-e  of  drowning,  do  you  hear. 

Rod*  I  am  changed  ^    111  go  fell  all  my  land. 

logo.  Go  to ;  farewel :  put  money  enough  in  your 
purfe4.  [£x/V  Roderigo. 

Thus  do  I  ever  make  my  fool  flfiy  purfc  r 
For  I  mine  own  gainM  knowledge  mould  profane^  « 
If  I  Ihould  time  expend  with  fuch  a  fnipe, 
But  for  my  fport,  and  profit.     I  hate  the  Moor ; 
And  it  is  thought  stbroad,  that  ^wixt  my  (heets 
He  has  done  my  office :  I  know  not,  iPc  be  true ; 
But  I,  for  mere  fufpicion  m  that  kind, ' 
Will  do,  as  if  for  furety./   He  holds  me  well  % 
The  better  (hall  my  purpofe  work  on  him. 
Caffio*s  a  proper  man  :  Let  me  fee  now ; 
To  get  his  place,  and  to  pHmne  up  my  wiU  i^ 
A  double  knavery ^ — How  ?  how? — Let  roc  feci--' 
After  fome  time,  to  abufc  Othello's  ear. 
That  he  is  coo  familiar  wkh  his  wife : — 
He  hath  a  perfon,  and  a  fmooth  difpofe. 
To  be  fufpe&ed  ;  framed  to  make  won>cn  f^. 
The  Moor  is  of  a  free  and  open  nature  «, 
That  thinks  men  honeft,  that  but  feem  to  be  ib ; 
And  will  as  tenderly  be  led  by  the  nofe. 
As  afles  are. 

J  havc't ;— it  is  engendered :— Hell  and  night 
Muft  bring  this  monftrous  birth  to  the  worki's  ligfit, 

[Emi. 

*  PHjafJayyottf]  This  fpcech  la  omitted  in  tlwfelio.  StEevens. 
9  lam  f hang* J.]    This  is  omitted  i«  the  folio.    Steeteks.  ^ 
^  G9Uf%  firevoeh  fui  money  tnoi^h  in  your  pnrje*']     The  folio 

omits  this  line.    Steevens* 

*  —  f»  plotnc  «/,  2icc.]    The  firft  qu^rtof  reads — to  «r«*f  up, 
&c-  »  Steevews. 

^  The  Moor  -is  tfafree  anS  ifen  nature^'l    The  fifft  quarto  r^ads 
The  Moor,  a  free  and  open  nature  tpo^ 
That  thinks,  &c.    Steevens. 

ACT 
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r 

ACT     IL       SCENE    L 

^be  capital  cf  Cyprus 
A  platform. 

EnOr  Montunoy  and  two  CentUmii. 

Mont.  What  from  the  cape  can  you  difcern  at  Tea  ? 

I  Gent.  Nothing  at  all :  it  is  a  bigh-wrougbc  flood.; 
I  cannot^  'twixt  the  heaven  and  the  main^ 
Defcry  a  fail. 

Mont.  Methinks^  the  wind  hath  ipoke  aloud  >  at 
land ; 
A  fuller  blail  ne'er  (hook  our  battlements  : 
If  it  hath  ruffian'd  fo  upon  the  Tea, 
What  ribs  of  oak,  when  mountains  melt  on  therfl  7, 
Can.  hold  the  mortice  ?  What  fhall  we  hear  of  this  ? 

^  Gent.  A  fcgregation  of  the  Turkilh  fleet :   . 
For  do  but  ftand  upon  the  foaming  Ihore  ®, 
The  chiding  billow  Jeems  to  pelt  the  clouds ; 
The  wind-fhak'd  furge»  with  high  and  monitroua 

main^ 
Seems  to  coSt  water  on  the  burning  bear, 

^  '^wbtn  momttams  mh  cm  tbern^']  Thus  the  folia  The 
quarto  reads : 

—  when  tbi  huge  ftwuntain  melts. 
This  latter  readine  might  be  countenanced  by  the  following  paf- 
ftgc  in  theSecond  rart  of  King HenrylV : 
■  ■  ■     the  continent 
Weary  of  fblid  firmnefs^  mek  itfelf 

Intothi^fea Steevens, 

•  —  /^  foaming^^f,]  The  elder  quarto  reads — haKHing  fliorev 
which  offers  the  bolder  ima^^e ;  /•  e.  the  (bore  that  execrates  the 
ravage  of  the  waves.    So,  in  IGng  Henry  VI.  P.  i : 

**  Fell,  tanning  bug)  cnchauvrefs,  hold  thy  tongue.** 

ST>SVEtlS. 
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9  And  quench  the  guards  of  the  ever-fixed  pole  i 
I  never  did  like  moleftation  view 
On  the  enchafed  flood. 

Mont.  If  that  the  TurkiOi  fleet 
Be  not  inlhelter*d,  and  .emfcay'd,  they  are  drown'd  j 
It  is  impofliblethey  bear  it  out* 

Eftler  a  third  Gentleman. 

3  Gent.  News,  lords  1  our  wars  are  done  s 
The  dcfperate  tempeft  hath  fo  bang'd  the  Turks, 
That  their  dcfignmcnt  halts :  A  noble  fhip  of  Venice 
Hath  feen  a  grievous  wreck  and  fufferancc 
On  mod  part  of  their  fleet. 

Mont.  How !  is  this  true  ? 

3.  Gent.  *  The  {hip  is  here  put  in, 
A  Veroncfe :  Michael  CaflTio, 

Lieutenant 

•  And  tpiench  the  guards  tfihe  wfr-fixcd  fole  :]     Alluding  to  tb«  . 
ia,^  ArBopfjylax.    Johnson. 

The  elder  quarto  reads— ever ;^r^^ pole.     Steevens. 

*  nt  Jhip  is  here  put  in^ 

A  Fieronefe^  Michael  Cajfioy  &c.)  The  author  oi'^e  Rt- 
vifili^  of  Opinion,  that  the  poet  intended  to  inform  us,  that 
OtheHo's  lieutenant  Callio  was  of  Verona,  an  inland  city  of  the 
Venetian  ftate;  and  adds,  that  the  editors 'have  not  been  p!eafed 
to  fay  what  kind  of  (hip  is  here  denoted  by  a  VeroncJJa*  By  a 
Kerotujfa  or  Fertn^  (for  the.  Italian  pronunciation  mod  be  re- 
tained, otherwife  the  meafure  will  be  defe<5liye)  a  (hip  of  Veroni 
is  denoted ;  as  we  fay  to  this  day  of  IHiips  in  the  river,  fuch  a  pn« 
is  a  Dutchman^  a  Jamaica-man,  icc,    Steevens. 

FeroneJ/ay  a  Ihip  of  Verona..   Buf  the  true  reading  UFcronefc^ 
pronounced  as  a  quadrifyliable. 

—The  fhip  is  here  put  tn, 

A  Veroncjl. ^'— 

It  was  common  to  introduce  Italian  worJs,'  and  in  their  proper 

Jronunciation  then  familiar.    So  Spenfer  in  the  Faerie  QueenCi 
L  iii.  C.  »iii.  IQ, 

\Mth  fleeves.  dependant  Alhenesi  ivife. 
The  author  of  the  Pvevifal  obferves,  that  "**  the  editors  bave  not 
**  becD  plcaled  to  inform  us  what  kind  of  {hip  is  here  denoted 
•*  by  the  name  of  A  Fereneja/*    But  eVcu  fuppoling  that  Fir»- 
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Lieutenant  to  the  warlike  Mgior,  Othdlo^.;     - .  r   • 
Is  come  on  (here :  the  Moor  himfelf  s  a(  fca, ,  , 
And  is  in  full  commiflion  here  for  Cyprus. 

Mont.  I  am  glad  on't  j  tis  a  worthy  governor. 

3  GetU.  But  this  fame  Caffio, — though  he  ipeak 
of  comfort, 
^^Touching  the  Turkilh  lofs, — yet  he  looks  iadly,. 
And  prays  the  Moor  be  fafe  ;  for  they  were  parted 
With  foul  and  violent  tempeft. 

Mont.  Pray  heaven  he  be  5      - 
For  I  have  ferv'd  him,  and  the  nfian  commands 
Like  a  full  foldier.    Let's  to  the  fea  fide,  ho  1 
As  well  to  fee  the  veffel  that's  come  in,      %    ' 
As  to  throw  out  our  eyes  for  brave  Othello ; 
Even  'till  we  make  the  maki  S  and  the  aerial  blue, 

vjJIa  18  the  true  reading,  there  is  no  fort  of  difficulty.  He  migiit 
juft  as  well  have  inquired,  what  kind  of  a  {hip  U  a  Hamburger^ 
This  is  exactly  a  parallel  form.  Fpf  it  is  not  the  fpecies  of  th« 
fhip  which  is  implied  in  this  appellation.^  Our  critic  adds,  **  thf 
^'  poet  had  not  a  (hip  in  his  thoughts.— He  intended  to  inform 
**  03,  that  Othe11o*8  lieutenant,  Caffio,  was  qfVeroncu  We  fhould 
**  certainly  read, 

"  The  ftip  is  here  ptit  in.  ^ 

«*  A  Veronefe,  Michael  Caffio^  (&c.) 
**  Ts  come  on  fhorc.**— — 
This  regulation  of  the  lines  is  ingenious*    But  I  agree  with 
Hanmer,  and  I  think  it  appears  from  many  parts  of  the  play,  that 
Caflio  was  a  Florentine.     In  this  fpeech,  the  third gentkma^^  who 
brings  the  news  of  the  wreck  of  the  Turkifli  fleet,  returns  hi« 
'tale,  and  relates  the  drcumftances  more  diftinftly.    In  hh firmer 
fpeech  he  {ays,  "  A  noble  Jhip  of  Venice  faw  the  diflrefs  of  the 
♦Turks.**    And  here  he  adds,  **  The  very  fliip  is  jull  now  put 
into  our  port,    and   fhe  is  a  VermefeP    That  is,  a  fhip  fitted 
out  or  furniflied  by  the  people  of  Verona^  a  city  of  ihe  Venetian 
date*     Warton. 

I  believe  we  are  all  wrong.  ^Ferona  is  an  inland  city.  Every 
inconfiftency  may,  however,  be  avoided,  if  we  tead  The  Veroneffa, 
i.  e,  the  name  of  the  (hip  is  the  Veronejfa.  Verona,  however, 
might  be  obliged  to  furntih  ihipt  towards  the  general  defence  of 
Italy.    Stsevens.  . 

♦  f  £wa  Uill  we  make  the  mahy  &c.]     This  line  and  hairif 
''vanting  in  the  cldeft  quarto.    Stsevens. 

An 
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An  indiftiivSb'fegat'd. 

G^»/- v' Come,  kt's  do  fo  J 
For  every  mmutfe  w  expcdancy 
Of  iftoite  arrivancc. 

Entef  Ca0%9. 

.  Cj/t  Tlianks  lo  the  yalianx  of  this  warlike  iOe  V 
TTiat  fo  approve  the  Moor;  O,  let  the  heavens 
Give  him  defence  againd  the  elements. 
For  I  have  loft  hiox  on  a  dangerous  fea ! 
MotU.  Is  he  well  fbipp'd  ? 
Caf^  4  His barkis  ibutly  timbered,  and  his  pilot 

Of 

ViXfTtfjy  Hlc,      StE EVENS. 

♦  /i*  ^tfTit  u^ut^  iimhr'd^ . 

Tl>erffor9  rm  ItopeSy  not  Jkrfiited  to  dcath^ 
Stand  in  ioU  atrej]  I  doDotJUoderfiandthiefeHDCs.  I  know 
not  how  hefe  can  ht  Jwfilted  to  deatb^  that  is,  can  he  cMcreajH  uE 
;/  k  diftroy€d\  nor  what  it  is  to  Jland  in  bold  cure ;  or  tvby  htfi 
fiioiild  be  confidered  as  a  dife^.  In  the  copies  tbcire  is  no  u« 
riatton.    Shall  we  read 

T/jcrffint  my  fc3inj  n»t  fiarfdud  t6  diath^ 
Stand  in  hold  >cwti 
This  is  better,  but  it  is  not  well.    Shall  we  firike  a  bolder  fiidke, 
4nd  read  thus?  - 

^herffbre  m  hofta^  m>t  forfeited  ia  dcatb^ 
^/W  bold,  not  fure.   Johnson. 
therefore  m  hopes^  not  furfeiied  to  dead\ 
Stand  in  bold  cure]     Prelumptuoip  hopes,  whiich  ha^e  bo 
Ibundadon  in  probability,  tony  be  faid  to  furfeit  thdmfelves  to 
deatb,  or  forward  cheir  own  diilblucion.    To  Jlnd  in  iald  ci^k 
is  to  ere6t  themfelves  in  confidence  of  being  fulfilled.    A  pt« 
lallel  expreflion  occurs  in  AT.  Lear^  Ad  a.  Sc.  6; 

*^  This  relt  might  yet  have  balinM  his  broken  fenlb, 
**  Which,  if  convenlency  will  net  allowi   > 
"  Stand  in  hard  cure!* 
Again» 

—  his  life,  with  thine^  ^c. 
Stand  in  qffiared  U^u 
Jk  held  cure  means,  in  confidence  of  being  cured,    ^xfifivurs. 

A  furfeit  being  a  ficknefs  arifing  from  an  exfcjpve  ovcr-duM^ 

^  the  flomach,  the  author,  with  his  ufual  licence,  uib  it  tor 

S  «» 
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f  Of  very  expert  and  approvM  allowance  ; 
Therefore  my  hopes,  not  furfeited  to  <ieath. 
Stand  in  bold  cure. 

m^bin.^  A  fail,  a  fail,  a  fail ! 

Caf.  What  noifc? 

Cent.  The  town  is  empty  •  on  the  brow  o*  the  feal 
Stand  ranks  of  people,  and  they  cry— -a  fail. 

Caf*,  My  hopes  do  (hape  him  for  the  governor. 

GenL  They  do  difch^rge  th^ir  ftidtof  courteiy ; 
Our  friends,  at  leaft.  \^Guns  beardl 

Caf.  I  pray  you,  fir,  go  forth, 
And  give  us  truth  who  'tis  that  is  irriv'd* 

Gent.  I  (hall.  [Exit. 

Mont*  But,  good  lieutenant,  is  your  general  wiv'4  ? 

Caf.  Moft  fortunately  :  he  hath  atchievM  a  maid 
That  paragons  defcription^  and  wild  fame ; 
One  that  excels  the  quirks  of  blazoning  pens, 
^  Andj  in  the  effential  ^eftute  of  creation, 

Does; 

any  fpecies  of  excefs.'—'tht  meanins;^  I  think,  ^i^^Therefore  my 
bofes^  not  being  defiroyeJ  by  their  (irMn  exccfs^  but  being  reafonabk  avid 
moderate,^  are  tikefy  to  be  fulfilled* 

The  word  yiff/J/V  having  occurred  to  Shakefp'care,  led'him  toi 
<;onfider  hope  as  a  difeafc^  and  to  talk  of  its  eure^  A  pyiTkge  irt 
Tix^^b  Nighty  where  i  fiitiilarphraieology  is  uled,  may  lerve  to 
ilrengthcn  this  interpretation,  ivhile  at  the  (ame  time  it  ihews  thdc 
there  is  here  no  corruption  in  the  text : 

Give  me  exccfs  of  it ;  that  furfeiting^ 
The  appetite  may ^ci«»,  and  fQ<//f,      Malone. 

5  Of  iffiy  expert  anJ 'approved alio'Mance  \]     I  read, 

yejy  expert^  and  of  approved  aUor%}oanc€.     .  J  o  H  N  s  o  N^, 

J^xpert  and  appro^fd  allowance  is  put  fot  4dhrjo*d  and  aptron?d  cx^ 
pertnefs.  This  fnodc  of  expreffion  is  not  unfrecjuent  m  Shakc- 
ipeare.     Steevens. 

^  And^  in  the  ciTential  vefimre  ofcreatiini 

,        Does  bear  all  excellency ]     It  is  plain  th'at  fomcthing  very 

hvpcrboiical  Wds  here  intended.  But  what  is  there  as  it  (lands'^? 
^hy  this,  that  in  the  cfrence  of  creation  fhe  bore  all  excellency. 
The  cxpirefEon  is  intolerable,  and  cfould  never  come  ftom  fine  who 
fo  well  underliood  the  force  of  words  as  our  poet.  The  effiMtal 
^efiuri  is  the  fame  as  effential  form »  So  that  the  exprcffion  i$  hoo- 
icnfe,     Fdr  the  t:tfiute  of  creation,  ligniiies  the  form  in   which 

Vox..  X«  I  i  .  created 
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Docs  bear  all  excellency.— ^How  now?    who  hH 

put  in? 

cr&tted  beingg  are  cafl^.    And  ^rf  tehtt»  tatltio  the  ^k;9«,  but  to 
the  matter.    Shak^fpeare  certainly  wrote : 

uind  in,  terrcftrial  v^tire  ofcrkatioit* 
And  in  thii  lay  the  w6nder,  that  all  created  eiccllfence  ftbuH  be 
contained  within  an  earthly  mortal  form.    WarbuktcTn, 

1  do  not  think  the  brdent  heading  inexplicable.  The  authbr 
leems  to  ufe  eJJknttMlj  tor  eJtifieniy  i^td.  She  excels  the  fnsSd  6f 
inventlQUy  fays  h^i^  aihd  iq  real  qualities,  nHtli  which  cnatuu  fan 
iwuefted  her,  heari  uU  ixcelUn^.     Johnson. 

boes  hear  all  extellency^^]  Soch  is  the  reiaiding  of  tke  qoartol; 
for  which  the  folio  has  this  : 

jInJ  in  the  ejential  <vefture  rf  ^ealiori 
Do's  tyre  the  ingeniuen 
Which  I  explain  thos, 

Does  tire  the  Ingftniotis  vfcffe. 
this  is  the  beft  raiding,  and  that  Which  xi&  aathd^  fnb^ttJ 
in  h\%  reviial;    Johnson; 

The  reading  of  the  <)uarto  is  fo  fiat  and  unpoetical,  wheaf 
compared  with  that  fefife  which  fecms  meant  to  have  been  given 
in.the  folid,  that  I  heartily  wifli  fome  emendation  coQld  be  hit  on,' 
which  might  entitle  it  to  a  place  in  the  text.  I  believe  the  word 
tire  was  no>t  introduced  to  fignify-^to  fatigue,  but  to  attire,  id 
drefii  The  verb  to  dilire^  is  often  fo  Abbreviated.  So,  in  BiU 
land's  LMgtterf  1633  :  .  , 

w-^-Cupld^saboy^' 
^*  And'w6dld  ybu  tite  him  like  a  fcriator  ^ 
Again,  ill  ih€  Come^f  of' Errors^  Aft  2.  Sc.  2. 

ii  .^'To  fave  the  money  he  fpends  in  //r/«^,  &c.'' 
The  effeniial  vefttire  ef  creation  tempts  me  to  believe  it  was  fo  ufea 
on'  the  prefent  occaiion.     I  Would  teiid  fomething  like  this  : 
jind  in  ihi  ejjiniial  ifefture  of  creation 
Dbei  tife  the  ingenuous  virtue. 
/.  ei  iiivefts  her  sirtlefs  virtue  in  the  faircft  form"  of  caMly  fubftancc. 
In  thif  ^McrdMnl  of  Venict,  iftdt  5.  Lorenzo  calls  the  body— 
^'  the  muddy  «r^»rtf  of  decay.'* 

*It  rfi'ay,  however,  be  obferved,  that  the  word  ingener  did  tfot 
Itnciemly  fignify  one  ivho  manages  the  engines  or  artilleiy  df  an  arnt^i 
^  out  «n^  ingenious  perfon:^  any  mafter  of  liberal  fcience. 
So  inB.  Johfotfs  Sejanus,  Aft  i.  Sc.  i  : 
'^  No,  Silius,  We  are  ho  good  ingener s^ 
«'  Wc  want  the  fine  arts,"  &c. 
Jngenti^  ffiei'eforc  may  be  the  true  reading  of  this  paflhge :  and 
a  fimihr  thftughc  occurs  in  the  femfeji^  Aft  4;  Sc..  l; 

■    '  •  'Foe 
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Re-inter  Gentleman. 

iSent.  ^is  one  lago,  ancient  to  the  general. 

C^  He  haistmdmdftfavouritfoleiind  happy  (^^^ 
Tcmpefts  chetofelves,  4Hgh  feas,  €ind4iowKpg  winds^ 
iThc  gttttkrM  rocks,  arid  congregated  fands, — 
7  Traitors  enfte^p^d  to  Clog  the  guiltlefs  keel,-«* 
As  having  fenfe  of  beauty^  do  trffYit 
Their  mortal  natures,  letting  go  ftfely  by 
The  divine  Dcfdemona. 

Mmt.V^  h^t  islhc? 

Caf.  She  that  I  fpake  of,  OUr^rcat  captainV  cap* 
tain, 
Left  in  the  conduft  of  the  bold  lago ; 
iWhofe  footing  here  anticipates  our  thoughts^ 
A  fc'nmght's  fpeed. — Great  Jove,  Gthello  guard. 
And  fffrell  his  fail  with  thine  own  powerful  breath  i 
That  he  may  blefs  this  bay -with  his  tall  (hip, 
'Make  foveas  tjuick  pants  in  Defdcmona's  arms  % 
Give  renews  fire  to  our  extinfted  fpirits^ 

For  thou  ihaltiliidfha  Wilt  outflrip  atl  prsufe. 
And  make  it  A«//  behind  her. 

In  the  argument  of  S^anuSy  jonfon  likewile  fays,  that  hi»  hcfo 
*«*  wc^rketh  with  all  his  ingene^  apparently  from  the  Latin  in* 
gen'tttm.     StEEVENS.  %  •, 

^  Traitors  tnftttp^A  ]  Thus  the  fefio'aiid  onci  of  the  quartos. 
The  firil  copy  xtA/k^et^herped^  of  which  every  reader  may  make 
what  he  pleafes.  Perhaps  enfctrped,  was  an  old  Englifh  word  bor- 
rowed from  the  French  efiarpiy  which  Shakefpeare  not  finding 
congruous  to  the  image  of  cloggifig  the  keel^  afterwards  changed. 

I  once  thought  that  the  poet  had  written-^traitors^^//'^,  i.  c» 
tnufHed  in  their  robes,  as  in  JuUus  Cafar.  So,-  in  Hamlet:  **  My 
fea-gown  fiarf^d  about  me  ;**  and  this  agrees  "better  with  the  idea 
of  a  traitor :  yet  whatever  is  gained  one  way  is  loft  another.  -Th^J 
poet  too  often  adopts  circumlhinccs  from  every  image  that  arofe 
in  his  mind,  and  employing  th^m  w'ithout  attention  to  the  pro- 
priety  of  their  union,  his  metaphorical  expr^iEons  become  inex- 
tricably confufed.    SteeY£ns« 

»  Make    love* s  quick  fonts  in  IDefdentmtCs  arms^'\     Thus    th^ 
,  folio.     The  quarto,  with  lefs  animation  : 

And  fiAfiftiy  cd«r/(?  Defdcmona's  arms,    StfcEViws* 
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And  bring  all  Cyprus  9  comfort ! — O,  bcholcf. 

Enter  Defdemdnay  lago,  RoderigOy  and  Mmili&i. 

The  riches  of  the  (hip  is  come  on  ihore !— ^ 
Ye  men  of  Cyprus,  let  her  have  your  knees:— ^ 
Hail  to  thee,  lady !  and  the  grace  of  heaven^ 
Before,  behind  thee,  and  on  every  handy 
Enwheel  thee  round !      .        .     , , 

Def.  I  thank  you,  valiant  Caffio. 
What  tidings  can  you  tell  me  of  my  lord  ? 

Caf.  He  is  not  yet  arrived ;  nor  know  1  aught 
But  that  he's  well,  and  will  be  ftiortly  here. 

Def.  O,  but  I  fear  ;—How  loft  you  company  ? 

Caf.  The  groat  contention  of  the  fea  and  flries 
Farted  our  fellowfhip  :  But,  hark  !  a  fail. 

Within.']  A  fail,  a  fail !  [Guns  bearl 

Gent.  They  give  this  greetii^  to  the  citadel  5 
This  likewifc  is  a  friend. 

Caf.  See  for  the  news  '. —  {An  Attendant  goes  ertt: 
Good  ancient,  you  are  welcome ; — Welcome,  miftrcfs. 

[To  yEmilia. 
Let  it  not  gall  your  patience,  good  lago, 
That  I  extend  my  manners;  'tis  my  breeding 
That  gives  me  this  bold  Ihew  of  courtefy.  [Kiffesber. 

lago.  Sir,  ^ould  (he  give  you  fo  much  of  her  lips, 
As  of  her  tongue  (he  oft  beftows  on  me^ 
You'd  have  enough. 

Def.  Alas,  fhe  has  no  fpeech. 

lago.  In  faith,  too  much  ^ ; 
I  find  it  ftill,  when  I  have  lift  to  fleepr^ 
Marry,  before  your  ladylhip,  I  grant, 

^  And  bring  all  Cyprus  comjhrt  /]     This  paflage  is  only  found  in 
the  quartos.    Steevens. 

'  See  for  the  nevji^     The  firft  quarto  reads,  So /peaks  this  voter, 

Steevens. 
*  In  faiths  too  much  \\     Thus  the  folio.    The  firft  quarto  thus ; 
/  kmfiX3  too  much ; 
I  find  it,  I*ifor  when,  &c.    Steevens. 

'      She 
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^he  puts  her  tongue  a  little  in  her  heart. 
And  chides  with  thinking. 

^mil.  You  have  little  caufc  to  fay  fo. 

lago.  Come  oh,  come  on ;  you  are  pifltures  out  of 
doors. 
Bells  in  your  parlours,  wild  cats  in  your  kitchens, 
'  Saints  in  your  injuries,  devils  being  offended. 
Players  in  your  houfewifery,  and  houfewives  in  your 
•     beds. 

Def.  O,  fie  upon  thee,  flanderer  4 ! 

/^I^.. Nay,  it  is  true,  or  elfc  I  am. Turk; 
You  rife  to  play,  ^nd  go  .to.  bed  to  work. 

yj?w7.  You  (hall  not  wri^c  my  praifc. 

lago.  No,  let  me  not. 

D/ff,  Wiiat  wouMft  thou  write  of  me,  if  thou 
'. :.  ihouldfl:  praife  me  ? 

lago.  O  gentle  lady,  do  not  put.  me  to't ; 
For  I  am  nothing,  if  not  s  critical        .,  . 


'  IScnnts  in  ytmr  Injuries^  &c.]  When  you  have  a  mind  to  do 
mjuria9^3M>\t{»ut  on  an  ^ir  of  fan6tity.*    JoHirstftv.''^ 

In  Puttenham's  Art  jof  Poetry^  '5^9,  I  m<;et-.wuh  almoft  the 
fame  thoughts:—**  We  limit  the  comely  j)art«  of  a  Womsfn  to 
'}^  coiv&d  in  four  points;  thlit  is,  to  be  a  ihfew  in  the  kitchen, 
"  a  faint  in  the  church,  an  Angel  at.board»  ^ndrw  ^pe  in  cHe 
**  bed ;  as  the  chronicle  reports  by  miflrefs  Shore,  paramour  to 
f*  IC,  BdwJtrf  the  fourth;" / 

Again,  in  a  play  of  ]VIi^dleton's,  called  Bkrt  Mafitr  Conftahle ; 
or,  Tfj€  Spaniard's  Night-walif  1602  : 

"  —  according  to  that  wife  faying  of  you,  you  be  faints  in  the 
<<  chujich,  angels  in  the;^i:cc€>  devils  in  the  kitcjieny  aa'd  apes  in 
'"  yourUd/^'-  ^     *  ^ 

Again,  in  the  Mijeries  cf  infarct d  Marriage^  l6o7.;  "  Women  are 
an  churches Yaifits^  abroad- angeh^  at  borne  devils,^  C     .. 

Puitenham,  who  mehtions  all  other  contemporary  writers,  has 
not  once  fpoken  of  Shakefpeare ;   fo  that  it  is  probable  he  had  not 
produced  any  thing  of  {o  early  a  date.     Steevens. 
'    *  Oyjii  upon  tbeiy  Jlanderer  11      This  flrort  'fpeech  is,  iii  the 
quarto,  unappfopriated ;  and  may  as  well  belohj^  tg  ^xoiZfiac  as.to 

*  "^  critical,^    Thtut  u^  cen^ious.  •  JoHNsbi?.  ' 

I  i  3  Def. 
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Hef.  Come  on,  aflay  .--^There's  ohc.  gon^to^i^ 
harbour  ? 

lago.  Ay,  madam. 

T>eJ.  I  am  not  merry ;  but  I  do  beguile 
The  thing  I  am,  by  feeming  otherwife.--T 
Come,  how  woulcjft  thou  praife  me  ? 

lago.  I  am  about  it ;  but,  indeed,  my  inveBtioa 
Comes  from  my  pate,  as^biid^-limedoes  fr^oi  fcize. 
It  plucks  out  brains  and  all :  But  my  mufe  labourst 
And  thus  (he  i^  delivered; 

If  file  be  fair  and  wiid,-^fairiiefev  awl  ^  wit. 
The  onfc'siot  ufe,^  the  othfer  ufeth  Jfe 

T>ef.  Well  prais'd ! '  How  if  fhebe  black«id  witty? " 

^^,  If  ihe  be  black,  and  thereto  have  a  wit, 
She'll  find  a  whitei  thatfliall  hear  blacknefs  fit  S 

Def.  Wbrfe-afid  worf?,''  ' 
JEmih  How,  if  f^ir  and  foollftf  ? 

l^j^o^  7  She  never  yet  wasi/polifh  that. wa^. fair; 
jFW even  KerlolJiy  hdp-d  her  laan.heir. 

*  Dtf.  Thefe  are  old  ^ond  paradoxes,  to  make  fools 
laugh  i'  the  alehp^fe.i  Whatmiferablcpraife  haft  thou 
for  her  tbtttV  foul  and  fooHIh'  ?  * 

logo.  There's  none  fo  foul,  and  fooli(h  thercustQ, 
But'  dees  foul  pranks  which  fair  and^  wife 
ones  dp.        ' 

JD^  O  hw^  ignorance  F^thou  praifcft  the  worJk 

•  -^her llachufs fir^T   Th^ fifft quarto readfi bh^    Steetens^ 

•  ^  Sh^  never yct'ipof^jooUJb^  Sep.]     We  may  read^ 

1^^^  ncVr  'OJosyet  fo  fiolifb^  ibafi  <iv^  fyir^ 

But  enfm  her  folhp  helped  her  tp  at^  hiir„ 
Yet  I  beliqve  i;be  cpiiamon  reading^to  bo  rig)it :  tke  law.  makes  the 
power'of  cp^^a^tatiotra  proof  that  a,ip;|a  is  iiotarjM/j^^    there- 
^lore,  finc^  tbe/ooii(heft  woman,  if  fret^^  msty.lu:\'9.a.'.Gbiid,  no 
trctt^  woman  is  e;p|(  fooliib.    Joiu}  sq^».  . 
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%e0i.  But  wh«t  praife  couldft  thou  bellow  on  a  de« 
^rving  woman  indeed  f  ^  one,  that,  in  the  authority 
of  her  merit,  did  Juftly  put  on  the  VQUch  of  very 

pisdice  itfelf  ? 

fago.  She  that  was  ever  fair,  and  never  proud  ; 
Ha4  tongue  at  will,  ^nd  yjctwas  never  loud  j 
Never  lack'd  gold,  and  yet  went  never  gay; 
pled  from  her  wifli,  and  yetiaid, — npw  Imayi 
ghe  thati  being  an^er'd,  her  revenge  being 

nigh, 
Bade  her  wrong 'ftay,  and  her difplcafure  fly; 
3he  that  in  wiWom  never  was  fo  frail, 
Tq. change  the  cod's  head  for  the  ftlmpn^5 

jail  9  J 

•  -rr^9  thit$  in  the  autioKt^  rf  her  fmriiy  Ad  juflly  put  on  tht 
(WK*^  ^*  ifoy  maUcf  it/elff'j^  Tlioggh  all  the  jjrintcd  copies  a^CQ 
u^  thU  x^ipgi  I  cannot  h^p  fuff^o&ng.  it.  l(  th^  text  ihould  h? 
geBujoc,  X^co^ls  iti8a)x>ve  my  underfUndiog.  Id  what  fcnfe 
pp,  njcrit  be.  i^M  W.put  0a  th,e  vouch  of  malice  ?  1  (hould  rathc^r 
think,^  xx>^It  was  fo  iafe  in  itfelf,  as  to  repel  and  put  off  all  tha^ 
iDalioe  and  envy  could  ^7^^  a^d  aiffirm  to  fts  prejudice.  I  have 
Ventured  to  reform  the  te^^t  tp  thif  cop^truf^ion,  by  writing  ptU 
4tFim^  ^,ypry  flight  changje  that  makes  it  intelligible.    Theobald. 

-, — -'Otu^that  in  tbc^  at^barify  tfi^er  pipit  did  ju/tijf  put  owjbe 
vouch  if  njety  malice  i(fi^}  The  editor*  Mr.  Theobald,  ^o^  un? 
derftanditig  the  phr^e,  SoptK  ch  the  vaufh  ^mdicf^  has  altered  it  tq 
fut  dmnui^  and  wrote  .a  deal  of  unintelligible  fluff  to  juftify  hisf 
blunder,  ^opttt  on  the  vouch  of  at^  one^  ngnifies»  to  call  upon  an^ 
one  to  You^h  for  mother*.  So  that  the  lenfe  of  the  place  is'tfils, 
01^  .that  WW  £o  jf2(9fiii4<^U8  of  ner  own  mer^,  s^nd  of  the  authority 
^er  character  had  'with  every  one,  that  (he  djorfi  venture,  to  caU 
np6n  naalice  itfelf  t^ ygi|$:]i.for  bee*  Tbin  was  fome  commendation. 
And  the  cl^ara%r  <wjly  of  clearieft  v}rtijc.;  .  wjucb  cquW  fqrce  malice, 
eveimag«|ipft ita.o^ifrff»  tacip! jui^ice.    w  akbu&ton. 

tol^  ou  the  liQVQki^ malice^  1%  to  ^irqim<;  a  cha^t^ejc  vouched  by 
tjic  teliunonyof  m^ice  itifelfi    Johnson. 

-^r— 7/t»^,^«,thp  You^h.]  To  put  m,i%,  to/w{w^„  to  ^cit^  So,  \j\ 
fSqc^efb:       —  the;  poiwf re  ^vc 

pK(.iuy  their  inib'vimen^s.    St££V£n,s, 

f  To  chq^ge  the  cod's  head  fir  the  falmon*S  tail ;]  r.  r.  to  ex« 
t^n^  a  delicac}'  for  coarfer  ^re.    Ste  £  v b  n  s  • 

*    ■  ^       n  4  % 
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She  tbn  could  think,  and  ne'er  difdofe  h(:( 
:  mind, 

Scc.'fuitors  following,  aacj  not  look  behind '  j 
She  was  a  wight, — it  ever  fuch  wight,w$:|:e,— ; 

Pef.  To  do  what  ? 

laga.  »  To  fuckie  fools,  ^nd  chronicle  fmall  beer. 

Def.  O  moft  Jame  ^nd  irppotent  conclufipn ! — Dq 
not  learn  of  him,  ^milia,  though  he  bfr  thy  hu(^ 
)band.~How  fay  you,  Caflio?  is  he  not  a  moft' 
profane  and  4  liberal  counfellor  ? 


?  See  Jmifors  JMtwmg^-  Mnd  fidi  UA  leJlHnd\\  The  firll  quarto 
omits  this  line.     Steevens.  .  . 

*  To  fuckU  fools^  and  chronicle  fmall  leerS\  After  enumerating 
the  pcrfedigjis  of  a  wpman,  i^go  afids,  that  if  ever  xhere  was  fuch 
a  one  as*he  had  been  defcribing,  fhe  was,  at  the  bed,  of  no  other 
life,  than  to  fuckie  children^  and  keep  the  accounts  cfa  hoifehold,  TB^ 
cxpreffions  to  fuckie  fools;  and  chronicU  jmdH  bcer^  are  only  inftanccs  of 
\he  warn  of  natural  affedibn,  and  the  pfedoniinapcc  of  a  critical 
cenf^^rioufnefs  ifi  lago,  which  he  allows  hiiixftlf  to  be  poflefled  of, 
whsrc  her  iays,  O !  lam notifins^,  rfnot  critical, '  St^even^. 
'  *  -^^^^«^ — ]  Grbfs  of  language,  of  expreffion  broad  and 
brutal.  '  'So  Brabantio,  ifa  ttfe  firil  af6t,' calls  ligo profane  wretth. 
'        ^  ■  JoHNSOJr. 

^ — liberal  f^a«/?iS5?rf] "   Llieral^  for  licentious.    WAEBUlTONf 
'  •  Soj  in  the  Fair  Maid  if  Btrftmjjy'itotyhl*  J. 
"*  •*       *^  But  Vallenger,'nidtt  Jite  a  //i^r/?/  villain, 
.  ♦  **  Did  grve  her  fcandalous,  ignoble  t^rms." 
8o^ini?^//rt.-"    '•••••••-• 

«  .         *♦  'Th^t  //^rnt/ftejphercfs  gwp  a  gf offer -name."' 
Mr:  Mafone^adds  another-  infbnce  tfrom  ffomatfi  d  JPiatkr-codt, 
bjrN. Field,  1612:    '-  '-  \-    ■   •       •  -^    ■•  •         i    -•  "  •?' 
•■    ,  •      '  :  '*  -^  Next  that,  the  fame  ' 

*^  Of  your  negledt  ^nd  //^er^/  talking  tongue, 
**  Which  hrecdsr'my  honduranfetdrnal  wrong.**  Steevens. 

HiKV  fiyyoHf  Citfio;  Is  he  not  a  mofi profata' attd  //3^^counfcflor  ?J 
But  in  what  refpcCt  was-  lago'  i  counjHhr  >  He  caps  fentences,  in- 
deed't  but  they  are'not'by  vi/^y  oi  ad^ceyhxxt  defcripHtm:  whattc 
Jays*  is,  reflections  on  charader  and  cbnduft  in  life.  For'dlis 
jrcaloD,  I  ;^ra  yery  apt  to  think^  our  ^iithpr  wrote  ^enft&er. 
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Ctf/l,  H®  fpeaks  home  cnaBam  i  you  may  rclkh 
him  mor^  in  the  foldier,  Aan  in  the  Icholar. 

lago.  [AftdcJ]  He  takes  her  by  the  pilm:  Ay; 
well  faid^  vrhifpec :  ivith  as  iittle  a  web  ds  this,  will 
i  enfnare  as  great  a  fly  as  CalBo.  Ayi  fmife  upon 
her,  do  ;  5 1  will  gyve  thee  in  thine  own  cburtffiip. 
Yqu  fay  true;  'tis  ib,  indeed:-  if  fuch^tfkks  as 
th3b  ftrip  you  out  of  your  lien  tenantry,  it  had  httii 
better  you  badiirot  kifs'd  your. three  fiiJgefs  fo  of^i 
which  now  again  you  are*  t^fl:  afpt  to  play  the  fir  in. 
Very  good;  ^.Wcll  kifs'd!  a»  exceliaat^xotwtcfyl 
Jtis  fo,  indeed.  Yet  again  your  fingers  toyour  lips  ? 
'would,  they  were  clyftcr-^pipes  for  your  fefee  f*-^    . 

/  ... '  J^rumpei. 

The  Moor J---I  know  his  trunjpet.  j^'   i 

/Caf.  'Tis  truly  fo.  .'  -  i'-       ' 

Def.  Let's  meet  him,  and  feceive  hifli,'    '^ 

Caf* I  Lb,  ^hpre^  he  xjoraesi'   >^  j  ;  i-  . 

./  i    .  :L? 
,^     -^ Enter :Qibeilaf  Hitnd  jpUndantSm'^^^  ^^^  *•  •    ^ 

0(^,  O  my  fiir  warrior  !•'''''.  / ' '  •  ^^ '      ' 

l>5r.- My  dear  Othello!  ';■''•.     '   '   ;  *;,  '  ^ 

0/i&.  It  gives  me  wonder^reat  as  my"  content,,     i 
To  fee  you  here  before  m^.    *b  my  fours  Joy  t 
If  after  ev^ry  tenjpeft  come,Xuch  calmnefs,  ,. 
miy  the  winds  blow  'till  they  "have  wakeri'd  Heath ! ; 
And  let  the  labpuring>ark:<drmb  hills  offeas, 
piympus  high;  and  duck  agftitvnas  Jow      •   * 

.  Counjellor  fecms  to  mean,  not  fo  much  a  man  ^2Xgi*ues  counfeJ, 
as  biie  that  difcout:re&  fearlefsly.  aod  s^^olubly*    A taUcer; 

. :..:  .  'IqjPnson. 

.  ?  —  J^fv^lll  gjv^,i/^ee — ]  /.  r.  catGji,|.fhackle..    Po^E,  ,    . . 

The  firft  quarto  reajds-— "  I  will  '^afci^  yoxx  in  your-,  o^vp:.  rwr- 
/C^^ir*  the  fccopd  qMartP-^**^  I  wil}  ,<?»/f/'  ^ypu.  in  j^gu^Qwacourt- 
flup.*f"  ithe  foliq  as  it  is  in  the  text,    Steevens.  '.  ,    . 

*  —  wf//  ^j/s'^  and  excellent  courujyt  ;---j  This  I  thiBH-flMuld  be 
primed,  w//  J^ffs*^/  a^n  excellent  courts^  I  Spoken  when  CUffio  kiffcs 
iiis  hand>  andl)efdeiQona  courteiieg*     JoH-NSON*   .,.,-:   .  : 

|7he  old  fjuarto  ironfirms  Dr.  Johnloii'^  eirxudation. 

Steevenb. 

■f  ■    ^ 
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j}[$r:biil^rlrajxivhcgvmEiii:  If  ifcwaft  now.  to  die^ 

l^yjQUli  b%th^  her,  conitfntrfo  ab^olute^ 
Tlli/fi^im  ^Bother  confilitJilos  lo.tli^ 

Hftit  c  ttMt:»  ouc  I  loves  vnis  coflofpf  u  ihould  (pftefoii^ 
i^yw  4i;piiir.dftyi9.4Q:geaw)l 

)(CftD{)Mii{^il4^  cna«igb.o£:tfai8  oontnn^. 
it/fyi^$cm^bex^i  kistob  muchlc^.joy.i 
J^d  $hia#  ^^  ^^h  the  gmtoft  difoocds  \;^{^ISiJSngh(tSf^ 
,^|ill^e'er  our  heart?  ma}l  mafep*  I    . . 

/«»%  .0|  yoi}  ^rp  well  tqn*d  now  ! 
put  rll  let  down  tfae^peg^titat  mdse  thi$  mvRc, 
Jis  hoflicti  as  I  aq.  I4fi^ 

Ofb.  Cojft^.ltt  us .foi.  the  ^c^ftle.?:^ 
f  IsTew^^  friends ;  oup  wnis.  a|)e  dooe^  chCiTurl^  frg 

drpw^y. 
How  do  ow  old.  acq|iauit»qc4;  o£  tht$  ifle  ?<^ 

rtpncy,  you  IJ^all  be  weU,d?fu:*d  in  Gyprjgs, 
have  found  great  loye  ^mpngft  thi^m.    Q  my  fwceC) 
?I  prattle  out  of  fajbion^  a<}d  IdQtc 
}n  mipe  ow<a  C9infprti^*— I  pr-ytb9e,.g9od  lagp, 

? .  u^  il^f^  ami  tbis^^ .  icQ. ,  -83i%J  h^\i    Sp^  i|i,]\|^rIoiv?«  X^ 

"  *  W: 

f^.I  pi^it^f^e chide  if  f 'have  don^  amiff, 
*t  ^u(  l^  w  pwnybiBeot  bjc  this  aud.this!^ 

^'    f  Ar/^«f  the  Moov!^. 

Marldw^s-  Pk^  wa?  writben  before  that  of  Sjia|^efpeare,  wha 
inight  {K^Tibly  haye  a£te4  in  it.    St  elevens, 

f  iy«V^,  ^V^j;— i'  The  nioldcrn  editors  read  (after  Mr« 
Stowej  NtTM^fiiendk^  I  vould  obffrvc  once  fof  all,  that  (in  nuit^r 
p^W^A^VBLK^ji  in  this  pl^iy,  as  well  as  in  others)  Where'  n^T  F^ 
fJeceiTors  had  (ilentfy  and  'without  reafon  nia^e  alterations,  1  hftve 
98  iUen^y  Tf^^ored tliis  old  readings.    Stee veks. 

• .  IprmHh  0ut  if  fa/hlM^^  Qut  fif  iHetJiod,  ,wi{hpuf  s^iy  fettled 
fy^derpf  difco^ric/  J[p|iK«oir,      ' 
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botpt^bafy.and  difembark  iny' coffers: 

Qringibou.^  the  mafter  totbe  cica\jel ; 

He  13  a  good  one^  and  hi$  worthinefs 

Docs  cbaUeoge  much  rcrpcd,--'Come,  Dcfdemonai 

Qnce  QX>re;  well  met  ac  Cyprus^. 

(jEx£Wff.OfjbcHo^  Defim^nay  and  Jftendanhi 
.  Jago*  Do  thou  in6ee;tnt  prelently.at  the  harbour; 
Ccvne  hither,    )f  thou  be'ft  valiant ;  ast(they  fay)  bale 
nier>9  being  in  love^.have  then  a  nobility  in  th^ir  ha^ 
tares  inorc  than  is  native  to  thcm,^~liik:  tm.    The 
lieutenagt  to-night  watches  oi^  the  court  cfguisird^t 
—Firft,  I  iriwft  tell  thee  this,-^Defi}mqoiia  is.  dirciaiy 
in  love  with  him. 
Rod.  With  hiin !  why,  *ris  not  poflJblcu 
laio.  ^Lay  thy  finger—thus,  and  let  thy  fool  ht 
ipftrivjlcdf    Mark  rtac  wich  what  vioknce  (he  tetft 
lov'd  the  Moor,  bw  for  bragging,  and  telling  hi* 
fantaflicai  lies :  And'  wiUihe  love  him  ftitt  for  prit* 
ting  4  ?  let  not  thy  difcareec  heart  think  it.    Her  eye 
muft  b^  feds  and  what:t}e%ht  ihall!fhe  Have  to 
look,  on  the  devil?  5  When  the  blood  is  made  diill 
with  the  aft  of  fport,  there  fliould  be,-*^again  to  iri- 

'  —       iaaihe 

*  —  the  mafter^']     The,pilof  pf  the  fhip^ '  Johnspn. 

*  —  <^  com  ef  guard^  u  c.   the  place  where  the    guard 
inuftew*     So,  in  The  Famij^  ^f  hove^  1 608  : 

"  Thus  have  I  pala'd  the  round  and  tkwr/  if^ftrdj^ 
Again,  \tix\it  Beggar^ s  Bvjh^  by  Beaumont  and  Fletcher : 

"  Vifit  your  courts  tf  guard ^  view  yoyr  munition." 

,/   ;         ,        ;      '  '  STEEvicifs. 

3  L(t^  tf^  finger  thusy^y  Orl  %  mouth,  to  flop  it  while  thou 
art  UAening  to  a  wifer  ipan.    Johnson. 

*  And^U-Jbe  love  him ftiUfir  fratingf^  The  folio  leid^— 
T^UnichimrfiiUfirpruting!     StEEVtNs. 

5  When  the  hlood  is  made  dull  %uith  the  aBrfJ^tt^  there  JbouldU 
a  %m>^^4ffmikmt  it^  and^ta  ginfe  fatiety  a  frejh  appetite ;  loveUaefs  in 
favour^  Jympatfy  in  years^  manners:,  and  heduties  ;— ]  Thiglit  it 
true,  18  the  reading  of  the  generaliiy  of  the  copies:  but,  methuiks; 
}t  is  a  very  peculiar  experiment,  when  the  blood  and  fbiriii  are 
dulled  and  «*schauftcd  wath  fport,  to  r^fe  and  recruit  them  by  fpbrt : 
iRf^r/  m^game  are  but  two  \vords  for  the  fame  thing.    I  have 

btriijvfci 
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flame  it*^  and  to  give  faticty  a  frclh  appetite,— ^ 
lovelinefs  in  favour;  fympathy  in  years,  manners, 
and  beauties  -,  all  which  the  Moor  Js  defedive  in : 
Jjipw,  fdrWantof  tbcfe  reqoir*d  conveniences,  her 
delicate  tendernefs  will  find  itfe!fabus*d^  begin  to 
Ji^vc  the. gorge,  difreiifli  and  abhor  the  Moor;  very 
nature  will  inftrufb  her  io  it,  and  compel  her  to  fome 
Ifecond  chMce.  Now,  fii%' this  granted,  (a^  it  is  a 
Xj^oOi  pregnant  :and  unfortM  pofiition)  who  ftands  fb 
f  mincntlyi  in  the  decree  of  this  fortune,  as  Caffip 
does? :a  knasK  very  voluble;   no  farther  confcion- 

tt)||^.ttiaAifk.|mttingonjhemere  form  of  civil  and 
umane  feeming,  for  the  better  comp^ng  of  hts 

fait  and  oabft  bidden  loofe  a(fe^:ion^  why,  none; 
^h((^:i»one«:?<A  flippery  md.fubtle  knave;  a  finder 
j^  o^;oc$:afioDS^  that  has  an  eye  can  0amp  and 
•^unterfett  advantages,  thoagh  true  advantage  never 
jgfefent  itfelf  r  A  dcviiifh  Jowave!  bcftdes,  the  knave 
^^andfon^  ^aung;  and  hafth  all  thofe  reguifites  in 
jt^lni)*  that  ft)Uy  .and  7  green  minds  look  after  r  A  pe- 
ifiitent  complete  knave  ;:.anci  the  woman  l\iith  found 
.him  already.  .  ..-•.-  ,.^ 

^    Rod^  I  cannot  believe  that  in  her ;  flie  is  full  of 

moft  blefs'd  ^  con,ditioa»- 

Jagoi.  Bkfs'd  figs'  end !   the  wine  fhe  drinks  is 

made  of  grapes  :  if  fhe  had  been  bl'efsM,  Ihe  wouFd 

never  have  u>y*d  the  Mooi' :'  Blefs^d  pudding  1  pidft 

iCtricsrcd  the  pointing  anJ  reading  af  the  elder  qtiarto,  which  ccr- 
'  .1:4!  ply  giTes  us  ti^q  pod's  feti%;}  tK^t  wh^othe  hloo4  i^^ddlled  with 

^le  exercise  of  p]earure,,tbpi'eihD|ild. be -proper  incemives  o&  taeh 

fiiSJe  tQ  rai&  it  s^in^zs-  the.  ci^f4n$"^of  beauty,  eqiiQ^Uty  ot  y^ars> 
^i.nd'agreemeDt  ot  manners  and  ^ifpoiition;  which  atowaikttng  In 

jOiheiio  to  rekindle  Dcfdemona*s.pai5on.    THEo»Ar'i>. 
^.  [  ^^  —  agaiik  ^(Kinflumt  it^\  Thuj^tbde  quarto  1622^    Itis  the  folio 
*  imds^«^'^//xr.  ■  STErEY£KS. 
'* ;  7: — gree»  »uiiih'^'\    Minds  tiniipCy;  mindb  not  ycc  fully  formed. 

7 '    ^  —  ca2i£tlonS\    QuaUiicsy  diipQ^UOin  of  mind»  '  JoaK^aN  • 

:  ■  - ';        '  ■ ; .  /  ,.-•..        '  •  ♦  .thou 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  MOOR  or  VENICE.      4931 

ihou  not  fee  her  paddte  wkh  the  palm  of  his  hand  ? 
didft  not  mark  that  I 

Rod,  Yes,  chat  I  did  ;  but  that  was  but  courtefy^ 

Iag04,  Lechery,  by  this  hand !  an  index,  and  ob-^ 
fcure  prologue  9  to  the  hiftory  of  luft  and  fout 
thoughts.  They  n>et  fo  near  with  their  lips,  that 
their  breaths  embraced  together.  Villainous  thoughts^ 
Koderigo !  when  thefe  mutualities  fo  marihal  the  way, 
hard  at  hand  comes  the  ma(ter  and  main  exercife^ 
the  incorporate  conclufion  :  Pifh  ! — But,  fir,  be  you 
ruPd  by  me  j  1  have  brought  you  front  Venice. 
Watch  you  to-night;  for  the  command,  FU  lay't 
upon  you  :  Caffio  knows  you  not; — I'll  not  be  far 
from  you  :  Do  you  find  fome  occafion  to  anget 
Caffio,  either  by  fpeaking  too  loud,  or  '  tainting  his 
difcipline  ^  or  from  what  other  courfe  *  you  pkafe, 
which  the  time  fliall  more  favourably  minifter. 

Rod.  Well. 

Jago.  Sir,  he  is  raQi,  and  very  ^  fuddcn  rn  choler; 
and,  haply,  with  his  truncheon  may  fl:rikc  at  you : 
Provoke  him,  that  he  may :  for,  even  out  of  that, 
ufiU  I  caufe  thefe  of  Cyprus  to  mutiny  ;  4  whofe  qua- 
lification fiiall  6ome  into  no  true  ta£te  again,  but  by 

•  —  tfa  inJex  and  oh/cure  prologue ^  &c.]  That  ^indexe^  were 
formerly  prefixed  to  books,  appears  from  a  paflage  in  Troilui  am 
CreJJida: 

"  And  in  fuch  indexes  though  but  fmall  pricks 
To  i\\€\v  fuhfequcnt  volumes,  there  is  feen 
The  baby  figure  of  the  giant  mafs 
Of  things  to  come  at  large.**      Ma  lone. 
■  -^tainting — ]     Throwing  a  flur  upon  his  difcipline* 

Johnson. 

*  —.i?/^tfr  courfe— ]     The  firft  quarto  reads,  caufe,  SteeVenc. 
3  -^fiuiden  in  chokr ;— ]   •  Sudden^  is   precipitately  violent.    •  - 

Johnson. 

♦  —  fixjhofe  (qualification  7^^//  come^  &c.]  Whofe  refentment  (hall 
not  be  fo  qualified  or  temper cd^  as  to, be  i\jell  tqfted^  as  not  to  retain 
fome  hitterneju  The  phraie  is  harfh,  at  Jeall  to  our  ears.    Johnson. 

Perhaps  qualification  means  fitncfs  to  preferve  good  order^  or  the 
regularity  ef  miiitary  difcipline »    *>TEE  V£  N  s  • 

the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


:ffj^  O    T    ft    fe    L    L    O/ 

the  dtfplanting  of  GaflBo,  ^o  Ihall  you  have  I 
ihorter  journey  to  your  delifes,  by  the  means  I  ihall 
then  have  to  prefer  tbem ;  and  the  impediment  mod 
profitably  removed,  Mrithout  the  which  there  were  qo 
eatpefbation  of  our  profperity.  | 

Rod.  I  will  do  this,  if  you  can  bring  it  to  any      I 
opportunity.  \ 

lago.  I  warrant  thee.     Meet  me  by  and  by  at  the 
citadel :  I  mu(i  fetch  his  neceilaries  alhore.    Farewel. 

Rod.  Adieu.  [Exiti 

lago.  That  Caffio  loves  her,  I  do  well  believe  it  j 
That  (he  loves  him,  *tis  apt,  and  of  great  Credit : 
The  Moor — howbeit  that  I  endure  him  riot,— r 
Is  of  a  coitftant,  loving,  noble  nature ; 
And,  I  dare  think,  he'll  prove  to  Defdemona 
A  moft  dear  hoifoand.    Now  I  do  love  her  too ; 
Not  out  of  abfolute  luft,  (though,  peradventute, 
I  ftand  accountant  for  as  great  a  fin) 
But  partly  led  to  diet  my  revenge. 
For  that  I  do  fcifpeft  the  lufty  Moor 
iiath  IcapM  into  my  feat :  the  thought  vt\\tttt( 
Doth,  5  like  a  pmfonoos  mifiefal,  gnaw  my  inwards  \ 
And  nothing  can  or  (hall  content  my  foul, 
'Till  I  am  even  with  him  *,  wife  for  wife  j 
Or,  failing  fo,  yet  that  I  put  the  Moor 
At  leaft  into  a  jcaloufy  fo  ftrong  . 

^  '--- Uh a poifamms mineral^-*^^  Th\%\%  i^\n^^^  Mineral 

poifoDS  kill  by  corroiion.    Johnson,  ' 

^  *TiUIam  even  ^itb  him^l     Thus  the  quarto,  1622  |  thcfirfl      | 
folio  reads :  ! 

Till  I  am  wei^d  with  him. 
f ;  f.  Tirf  I  am  on  a  level  with  him  by  retaliarioti. 
Soy  in  Heywood*s  Iron  Age^  i^)^*  Second  Part : 

"  The  {lately' wails  he  rear'd,  IcvellM,  and  n)€rid?  I 

'  AgaiDy  in  Tahi.  red  and  Gijmund^  ^  59  ^  J 

'*  For  now  the  walls  are  tvetCd  with  the  plain.*' 
Again,  in   StnnyhwrJCs  tranflation  of  the '  iirft  book  of  Vir^s      ! 
jEneid,  1582  :     — numerum  cum  navibus^^^/.— 

*f  -^  with  the  ihips  tlie  number  15  evtitH*    Steevens*        i 
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f  Bat  judgment  cwindt  «wc.   ,7  Wbidh  Ihing  t0^o»-^ 
tf  this  poor  tta(h  of  Vcfilee^  »  wh<*n^I  tirafii 

*Iftbijfo6fXxi^(f  Venice^  *(^hdfnl^i(ct 
..  'K^  &V  tf«ffc^)lf  Mntzag/JfH^d  ihrptiih'kg  da,']  "A  trffffiiig,  in- 
JgmticaAt  fellow  may,in  foitierefpe«8,  vay  well1>eranedV^; 
iat  the  ttoctapfior  is  h6t  prtfetved;  For  whkt  ^rfeebeht  is  thcrfe 
1)etwht  /f4/S^,  and  ^i/ri'  ^fe«f/»j'i  "and  Jlattdlng  the  putting' oii  ?  The 
'fllluficin  to  the  cbate^  Shaktffoeatfe'fbartis  to  be  fdhd'of^  ^plying  x6 
Hoderigo,  who  fays  of  hirrifeff  towju-di  the  condufion  of  this  A61r : 

IfiiUwkfre  m  the  chs^f^mrlike  tf  irbutid  tbai'  hunts,  lut  me  tBdi 
:JiUnip'iht  try. 

I  fuppofe  therefore  that  ttie  pott  wrote* 
If  this  poor  brach  (f  Fknice^'  '  '■''^'  ■ 
Which  t^a  lo'w'^cies  of  ht^dscflhe  chace^  and  a  terfti  generally 
«fcd  in  contempt :  and  this  completes  and perfefts  the  rfietaphorical 
atofion,  andiiiaatts'it  much  mbrefatirtcal.     Vlitius,  In  His  tidtes 
tn  Gratiasj  fays,  ^tYiz'^x'omhus  canek  Jignificahaty  iufde  StottbbSe 
\'Sic\i€:pro  rarie  femiyia  hahenty  qiiod  AngUseJl  Brache.     JV«r/  rvero  (He 
'fpeaks  of  the  Hollanders)  BraCh  «m  jubri^is  c'dntm  fid  fagacM 
'hocams,    Sd  the  French,  Bf aqUe,  ifpedt  dc  cbien  de  thajfc.   iWenagfc 
'EtimoU    WAftBtJRtON, 
•'  •"••    'cohom  I  do  trace 
For  his  i^uick  huntingy^^'^'^l    /uft  the  cbhtrat*y.    He  did  hot 
'itace  him^  he  put  him  iw,  as  he  fays  immediirely  iifter.    "^he  X)id 
^aartd  leads  to  the  true  reading : 

-^ vihom  I  do  crtffti 

Tor  hii  quick  huntiag,  . 

Plainly  corrupted  from  cberijhy     WAT^BURTb'j}-. 

—^itti^^w  /  Jo  trStce]  It  Is  a  term  of  hunimg  or  tieldfport  ; 
to  trace  fometimes  figniiics  to  folhvjj  z%  Henry  Yllh  A6t  3; 
Scene  1 : 

Mw  etU'j^  trace  the  donjunStion  ; 
inda  dog  or  a  min  traces  'd  bare:  but  to  trace  H  doz\  in  tHolefports; 
is  to  put  a  itace^  ox  pair  of  couples^  upon  him  i  and  fuch"a  dog  is  faid 
to  be  traced.    The  fenfc,  then,  of 
■ '  '''  'Vjhm  I  do  trace 

For  his  quick  hinting ^      '■  ,     . 

il  this,  whom  I  do  aflbciate  to  me  for  the  pUrpOfe  of  ruiniiig  Catffid 
the  iboiier.    T.  Ro^V. 

If  ibis  poor  tralh  ofT^enite^  ^jjhom  I  trace 

For  bi.s  q&iei  hiinfhg,  Jland  the  putting  on,']  I^r.  Wafbilf- 
ton,  with  his  ulual  happy  fagacity,  turned  the  old  readirig 
itajh  mxo'hach,  'Kutjt  iee«rs  ro  me,  xh'At  trajh  bfelorigs  10  an- 
other part  of  the  line,  and  that  wc  il^ould  redd  trajh  for  tracer 
The  old  cjuartos  ^rn  ilht  Uitit  |>»rc  bi  the  laie)  fead  trujl^  fignify* 

ing 
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Fof  his  quick  buntings  ftand  the  putting  ori^ 
9  ril  have  our  Michael  Caffio  on  the  faip^ 

ing  indeed  the  fame  as  tra/t,  but  plainly  corrupted  from^  it^ 
To  trii/b  a  inmfui  is  a  tgrm  of  bunting  itill  uied  In  the  north,  and 
perhaps  not  uncofi^pon  in  other  parts  of  England.  It  is,  to  cor- 
leGt^toraie.  Crttfiw^s  never  the  iecitnical  cxprt^on  on  this  oor 
cafion ;  and  only  found  a  i>lace  here  as  a  more  familiar  word  with 
the  printers.  The  fenfe  is,  *^  If  this  hound  l(oderigo,  whom  I 
rate  for  ^uick  hunting,  for  oyer*running  the  fcent,  will  but 
^and  the  putting  ouj  will  but  have  pditiente  to  be  fairly  and  pro- 
perly put  upon  the  fcent,  &c.**  This  very  hunting  term  to  trdjb 
18  metaphoncally  applied  by  our  author  In  the  Tempejt^  V.  I.  Sc.  a. 

P««3' 

Pro^.  Being  once  pdrfeAed  hour  to  grant  fuits, 

I]ow  to  deny  them,  whom  t^iulvanc^^  and  whom 
To  *  trqfb  for  overtcpping*^  , 

?i  trajh  ftr  overtopping  I  i.e.  "  What  fuitors  to  check  for  their 
too  great  forwardnefs."  Here  another  phrafe  of  the  field  is  joined 
with  to  trq/bm  To  overtop  is  when  a  hound  gives  his  tongue  above 
the  reft,  too  loudly  or  too  readily ;  for  which  he  ousht  to  be  tra/b^d 
or  rated.  Topper^  in  the  good  fenfe  of  the  word,  is  a  common 
name  for  a  hound.  Shakefpeare  is.  fond  of  allufions  to  hunting, 
and  appears  to  b6  well  acquaint^  with  its  language.  This  expli- 
cation of  trii/b  illuftrates  a  paflage  in  the  Bonduca  of  ^aumont  and 
t'letcher,  which  has  been  hitherto  mifunderilood  and  mifrepre|' 
fented ;  and  where  the  u(e  of  the  word  equally  refledls  light  on  our 
author.    PJ5t  i.  Sc.  i.  vol.  vi.  p.  374. 

Car.  I  fled  too,  ^  s        - 

But  not  b  fail :  your  jewel  had  been  loll:  then, 
Young  Hwg'tf  there ;  he/r<|^Vmer 
Here  Bonduca  and  Nennius  are  accufing  Caratach  of  runnijpg  away 
from  the  Romans.  Caratach  aftfwers,  *'  It  is  very  true^  Nennius, 
that  I  fled  from  the  Romaps.—-But  recoiled,  I  did  not  run  fo  fail  as 
you  pretend:  I  foon  flood  Ilill  to  defend  your  favourite  youth  Hengo: 
—He  STOPPED  my  flighty  and  I  faved  his  life.'*  In  this  paflage, 
where  tr^lb  properly  figniHes  checJi^  the  commentators  fublKtute 
trace :  a  correction,  which  cndrely  dcftroys  the  force  of  the  con- 
text, and  the  fpirit  of  the  reply.     W  a  R  to  i»f . 

To  tr^flj  likewife  figniiies  to  follow.  So,  in  the  Pitrltdn  Wi^yx^ 
i6oj;:  "  A  guairded  lackey  to  run  before  it,  and  py'd  liveries  to 
come  trajhing  after  it.*'  The  repetition  of  the  word  trajh  is  much 
in  Shakefpeare's  manner,  though  in  his  word.  la  a  fubfequeni: 
fcene,  lago  calls  Bianca — trajh.     SteEvens. 

•  rU  hawe  our  Michael  CaJJiooti  the  hip\\  A  phrafe  from  the  art 
«f  wreftling.    Johnson. 

*  Sir  r.  H.  xt^ihplajb,  which  fee. 

Abufc 
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Abufe  him  to  the  Moor  "  in  the  rank  garb> — 

For  I  fear  Caffio  with  my  night-cap  too ; 

Make  the  Moor  thank  me,  love  me,  and  reward  mc^ 

For  making  him  egregioufly  an  afs. 

And  praftifihg  upon  his  peace  and  quiet 

Even  to  madnefs.     'Tis  here,  but  yet  confused  ;     "' 

*  Knavery's  plain  face  is  never  feen,  YiU  us'd.   [£?*//. 

SCENE        11. 
Aftreet. 

Enter  Herald^  with  a  proclamation. 

Her.  It  is  Othello*s  pleafure,  our  noble  and  va- 
liant general^  that^  upon  certain  tidings  now  arriv'd^ 
importing  the  3  mere  perdition  of  the  Turkifh  fleec^ 
every  man  put  himfelf  into  triumph  ;  fome  to  dance, 
fome  to  make  bonfires,  each  man  to  what  fport  and 
revels  *his  jjddiftion  ^  leads  him  5  for^  bcfides  thefe 
beneficial  news^  it  is  the  celebration  of  his  nuptials  : 
So  much  Was  his  pleafure  (hould  be  proclaimed.     All 

X  —  gfi  the  right  garhj^"]  The  ^uafto  reads  in  Ae  rank  garb, 
which  I  think  is  right.  Rankgarb^  I  believe,  means,'  grofsk^  i,  ei 
wthtmt  mincing  the  matter.  So,  in  Marfton*fi  Dutch  Courtezan, 
1604: 

"  Whither,  in  the  rank  name  of  ftiadnefs,  whither  ?** 
.    i        ,  Steetens* 

*  Knavery s  plalH  face  is  never,  feeh^ — ]  An  honeft  man  adts 
iipon  a  plan,  and  forecafts  his  delighs ;  but  a  knave  depends  upon 
temporary  and  local  opportunities,  and  never  knows  his  own  pur- 
jpofe,  but  at  the  time  ot  execution.     Johnson, 

i  — mcrt  fcrdiii^n — ]     Mere  in  this  place  fignifies  ^«/ir/»i     Stf, 

in  Hamlet: 

« '  .i;    •  ■!    ■  poflefs  it  merely*^    S  t  e  E  v  en  S . 

^6,  iQ  -^  B'^drningfor  Faire  Women^  a  tragedy,  1 599 : 
"  Why  then  you  aire  pcrfuaded  certainly, 
**  That  miftrefs  Saunders  is  mere  innocent.*'     Ma  LONE. 

♦  "^his  addidlion]     The  firft  quarto  reads,   his  mind. 

Steevkns^ 

Vol.  X^  K  k  Offices 
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offices  are  open ;  and  there  is  full  liberty  of  feaffing, 
from  this  prcfent  hour  of  five,  'till  the  bell  hath  told 
deven.  Heaven  blefs  the  ifle  of  Cyprus,  and  our 
noble  general  Othello  !  [^ExiS. 

SCENE        III. 

The  eajile. 
Enter  OtbeUoy  Defdemona,  Caffio,,  and  Attendants. 

Otk  Good  Michael,  look  you  to  the  guard  to 
night : 
Let's  teach  ourfclves  tliat  honourable  ftop. 
Not  to  out-fport  difcretion. 

Caf.  laga  hath  direction  what  ta do; 
Bat,  notwithftanding,  with  tny  pedbnal  eye 
Will  I  look  to*t. 

Otb.  lago  is-  mod  honeUr 
Michael,  good  night :  To-morrow,  with  your  earlieft^ 
Let  me  have  fpecch  with  you. — Come,  my  dear  love; 
The  purchafe  made,  the  fruits  are  to  cnfuc ;  [To  De/d, 
That  profit-s  yet  ta  come  *twixt  me  and  you. — 
Good  night.  [Exeunt  Othello^  and  Defiemomu 

Enter  lago. 

Caf.  Wellcome,  lago :  We  muft  to  tlie  watch. 
lago.  Not  this  hour,  lieutenant-,  'tis  not  yet  teii 
o*  clock  t  5  Our  general  caft  us  thus  early,  for  the 

^  Our  general  czG:  us — ]  That  is,  afipointedus  ta  our  Jlations^ 
To  cqft  the  plc^y  is,  in  the  ftile  of  the  theatres,  to  affiga  to  every 
adtor  his  proper  part.     JouNsoy. 

Perhaps  caft  us  only  means  difmiflcd  uf,  or  gpt  rid  of  avr  em^ 
fany.  So,  in  one  ot  the  following  fceues,  ^*  You  are  but  now  a^ 
m  his  mood  ;"  i.  c.  turn  d  out  of  your  office  in  his  anger  i  and  in  Ac 
firft  fceno  it  means  to  difmifs.  ^ 

So,  in  the  Witch,  a  MS.  Tragi-cotncdy,  by  Middleton : 
«_Shcftf/?^ 
"  My  company  betimes  to  nighty  by  tricks,  &€." 

SxEEVENfr 
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love  of  his  Defdcmona :  whom  let  us  not  therefore 
blame ;  he  hath  not  yet  made  wanton  the  night  with 
her  ;  and  fhe  is  fport  for  Jove. 

Caf.  She's  a  moft  exquifite  lady. 
.   lago.  And,  I'll  warrant  her,  full  of  game*. 

Caf.  Indeed,  (he  is  a  moft  frefh  and  delicate  creature* 

lago.  What  an  eye  fhe  has !  methinks,  It  founds  a 
j)arley  of  provocation. 

Caf.  An  inviting  eye ;  and  yet,  methinks,  right 
inodeft; 

lago.  And,  );vhen  (he  fpeaks,  is  it  fiot  ^  flin  alarum 
to  iove  7  ? 

Caf  She  is,  indeed,  perfedion. 

lago.  Well,  happincfs  to' their  (heets !  Come,  lieu- 
tenant, I  have  a  ftoop  of  wine ;  and  here  without  are 
a  brace  of  Cyprus  gallants,  that  would  fain  have  7k 
incafure  to  the  health  of  the  black  Othello. 

Caf.  Not  to-night,  good  lago  \  I  have  very  poor 
and  unhappy  brains  for  drinking :  I  could  well  wifh 
courtefy  would  invent  fome  other  cuftom  of  enter- 
tainment. 

lagb.  O,  they  are  ouf  friends ;  but  one  cup  :  TU 
drink  for  you* 

Caf.  I  have  drunk  but  one  cup  to-night,  and  that 
•was  ^  craftily  qualified  too,  and,  behold,  what  inno- 
vation it  makes  here  :  I  am  unfortunate  in  the  infir- 
mity, and  dare  not  talk  my  weaknefs  with  any  more. 

lugo.  What,  nian  !  'tis  a  night  of  revels  \  the  gal-* 
lants  defire  it. 

Qaf  Where  ar^  they  ? 

iago.  Here  at  the  door ;  I  pray  you,  call  them  irt. 

Caf  rU  do't;  but  it  diflikes  me.        S^Evitt  Caffio^ 

lago.  If  I  can  faftcn  but  one  cup  upon  him, 

•  —  an  alarum — ]  The  'voice  may  found  an  dlarm  more  pro-^ 
perly  thaa  the  eye  can  found  'jl parley.    Johnson.  ' 

i  —  is  it  not  an  alarum  to  lovef]  The  quartos  read,  —  *tis  aH 
sriarm  to  love.     Steevens. 

•  -i-  attfti^  qualified-^]    Slily  miied  with  watef .     JoH  ii s  on. 

K  k  2  With 
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With  that  which  he  hath  drunk  to-night  already. 

He'll  be  as  full  of  quarrel  and  ofFenge 

As  my  young  miftrefs*  dog.    Now,  my  fick  fool, 

Roderigo, 
Whom    love   hath  turn'd  almoft  the    wrong  fide 

outward, 
To  Defdeiiiona  hath  to- night  carouz'd 
Potations  pottle  deep ;  and  he'^s  to  watch  : 
Three  lads  of  Cyprus  9, —  noble  fwdling  fpirits. 
That  hold  their  honours  in  a  wary  diftance, 
'  The  very  elements  of  this  warlike  iQe,r— ^ 
Have  I  to-night  fluttered  with  flowing  cups. 
And  they  watch  too.     Now,  'mongft  this  flock  cf 

drunkards. 
Am  I  to  put  our  Caflio  in  fome  aftion 
That  may  offend  the  ifle  ; — Bur  here  they  come  : 
» If  confequence  do  but  approve  my  dream, 
My  boat  fails  freely,  both  with  wind  and  ftrcam. 

Enter  Cajjioy  Montano^  and  Gentlemen. 

Caf.  ^Forc  heaven,  they  have  ^  given  mc  a  roufc 
already. 

Mont. 

*  Three  lads  of  C^u^]    The  foSo  redds— Three  r^  of  Cyprus. 

Steevens. 

*  Tl^e  very  elements — ]  As  quarrelfome  as  the  difcordla  JimlnA 
rerum;  asquick  in oppofition  as  fire  and  water.     Johnson. 

*  Jf  ccnfequcnce  do  but  approve  my  dream,  ]  All  the  printed  copits 
concur  in  this  reading,  but,  I  think,  i:  dues  not  come  up  to  the 
poet's  intention  ;  I  rather  imagine  that  he  wrote, 

If  cojijequence  do  hut  approve  wy  deem, 
«.  e.  my  opinion,  the  judgment  I   have    formed  of  what  muft 
happen.  '  So,  in  Trollus  and  CrcJJida  : 

Cref.  /  t?uey  ho-M  novj  ?  vohat  ixjicked  deem  is  this  f 

Theobald. 
This  reading  is  followed  by  the  fucceeding  editions.     I  rather 
read, 

If  confequence  do  hut  approve  my  fcheme. 
But  why  (hoLild  dream  be  rejeded  ?    Every  fcheme  fubfifting  only 
an  the  imagination  may  be  termed  a  dream.     Johnson. 

3  — given  me  a  roufe,  &c.]  A  rouje  appears  to  be  a  quantity  of 
liquor  rather  too  large. 

So 
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Moni.  Good  faith,  a  little  one;  not  paft  a  pint. 
As  I  am  a  foldier. 
Jago»  Some  wine,  ho  \  [lago  Jings. 

And  let  me  the  eanakin  clink j  clink  5 
And  let  me  the  eanakin  clink  ; 

A  foldings  a  man ; 

A  life's  but  afpan  4 ; 
Why  then  J  let  a  foldier  drink. 

Some  wine,  boys ! 

Caf  'Fore  heaven,  an  excellent  fong. 

lago.  I  learn'd  it  in  England,  where  (indeed)  they 
are  moft  potcfnt  in  potting :  your  Dane,  your  Ger- 
man, and  your fwag- bellied  Hollander, — Drink,  ho! 
—are  nothing  to  your  Englifh. 

Caf  Is  your  Englifliman  5  fo  exquifite  in  his  drink- 
ing? 

lago.  Why,  he  drinks  you,  with  facility,  your 
Dane  dead  drunk ;  he  fweats  not  to  overthrow  your 
Alraain  ;♦  he  gives  your  Hollander  a  vomit,  ere  the 
next  pottle  can  be  filPd. 

Caf  To  the  health  of  our  general. 

Mon.  I  am  for  it,  lieutenant^  and  I'll  do  you 
juftkre. 

lago.  O  fweet  England  ! 

So  in  Hamift ;  and  in  T/je  Chriftian  turnd  Turk^  1612  : 
"  —  our  friends  may  tell 
"  We  drank  a  roufi  to  them."     Steevens. 

*  A  life's  hut  afpan  ;]     Thus  the  quarto.     The  folio  reads ; 
^*  Qh^  m^n's  life's  but  a  fpan."    Steevens, 

'  — fo  exquifite — ]     The  quanp.  reads  fo  expert.    This  accom« 

fliihment  in  the  £ngli(h  is  lil^ewifS  mentioned  by  Beaumont  and 
tetcher  in  The  Captain : 

Lod,  "  Arc  the  Engliflimen 

"  Such  ftubborn  drinkers  f 
f^ifo.  **  — —  not  a  leak  at  fca 

^'  Can  fuck  more  liquor;  you  (hall  have  their  childrea 
t  **  ChriftenM  in  mulrd  fiick,  and  at  five  years  old 

^^  Able  to  knock  a  Dane  down.**    Steevens. 

K  k  3  ,  King 
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^King  Stephen  was  a  wcrtby  feer  7, 
Hi^  breeches  coji  him  but  a  crown ; 

He  held  them  fix-pnce  aU  too  dear, 
mth  that  he  caU'd  the  taylor—^  lown^ 

He  was^  a  wight  of  high  renown^ 

And  thou  art  but  of  low  degree : 
*Tis  pride  that  pulls  the  country  down^ 

Then  take  thine  auld  cloak  about  thee^ 

Some  wine,  ho ! 

Caf  Why,  this  is  a  more  exquifitc  fong  than  the 
other. 

lago.  Will  you  hear  it  again  ? 

Caf.  No ;  for  I  hold  him  to  be  unworthy  of  bi^ 
place,  that  does  thofe  things,— Well, — Heaven'^s above 
all ;  and  there  be  fouls  that  miift  be  faved,  and  there 
be  fouls  muft  not  be  faved, 

lago.  It's  true,  good  lieutenant. 

Caf.  For  mine  own  part,— no  offence  to  the  general, 
nor  any  man  of  quality, — I  hope  to  be  laved. 

lago.  And  fo  I  do  too,  lieutenant. 

Caf.  Ay,  but,  by  your  leave,  not  before  me  •,  the 
lieutenant  is  to  be  faved  before  the  ancient.  Let'? 
have  no  more  of  this  ;  let's  to  our  affairs. — Forgive 
us  our  fins  ! — Gentlemen,  let*s  look  to  our  bufinefs. 
Do  not  think,  gentlemen,  I  am  drunk ;  this  is  my 
ancient ; — this  is  ray  right  hand,  and  thi?  is  my  left 

•  Kln^  Stephen^  &c.]  Thefe  ftanzas  are  taken  from  an  old  fbng» 
which  the  reader  will  find  recovered  and  preferved  in  a  curious 
work  lately  printed,  iniitled,  Relicks  of  Ancient  Poetry y  confiiling  of 
old  heroic  ballads,  fongs,  &c.  3  vols,  ii**,     Johnson. 

So,  in  Greene's  i^ip  for  an  Upftart  Courtier :  **  King  Stephen 
wore  a  pair  of  cloth  breeches  of  a  noble  a  pair,  and  thought  theni 
palling  coftly."    Ste EVENS  \ 

\  7  — /j«Mw7^  peer,]  i.e.  a  worthy  fellow.  In  this  feaie  peer^ 
feve^  and  pheere^  are  often  ufcd  by  the  waiters  of  our  earlieft 
■romances.'    Stkevens/  ■         ,■ 

•   •  — ./c^u'//.]    Sony  fellow,  paltry  wretch*    Johnson. 

;  *  ^  hand; 
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hand: — I  am  not- drunk  now;   I  can  fland  well 
enough^  and  I  fpeak  well  enough. 

AU.  Excellent  well. 

Caf.  Why,  very  well  then :  you  muft  not  think 
then  chat  I  am  drunk*  [^Exit. 

Mont.  To  the  platform,  mailers ;  come,  let's  fet 
the  watch. 

lago.  You  fee  this  fellow,  that  is  gone  before  j — 
He  is  a  foldier,  fit  to  (land  by  Csefar 
And  give  direftion  :  and  dp  but  fee  his  vice ; 
*Tis  to  his  virtue  a  juft  equinox. 
The  one  as  long  as  the  other :  'tis  pity  of  him. 
I  fear,  the  truft  Othello  puts  him  in, 
On  fome  odd  time  of  his  infirmity. 
Will  fhake  this  ifland. 

Mont.  But  is  he  often  thus  ? 

lago.  *Tis  evermore  the  prologue  to  his  fleep : 
9  He'll  watch  the  horologe  a  double  itt^ 
If  drink  rock  not  his  cradle. 

Mont.  It  were  well. 
The  general  were  put  in  mind  of  it* 
Perhaps,  he  fees  it  not ;  or  his  good  nature 

•  He^ll  watch  the  horologe  a  ilouUe  fet^  If  he  have  no  drinkf 
he'll  keep  awake  while .  the  clock  flrikes  two  rounds,  or  four-and- 
twenty  hours. 

Chaucer  ufce  the  word  horologe  in  more  places  than  one. 
**  Welliikerer  was  his  crowing  in  his  loge 
*'  Than  is  a  clock  or  abbey  horologe ^    Johnson* 
So  Hey  wood  in  his  Efigrams  on  Proverbs^  1562  ; 

'*  The  diveir  is  in  thorologe^  the  hourcs  to  trye, 
^*  Searche  houres  by  the  funne,  the  devyl's  dyall  wyll  lye. 
**  The  devyl  is  in  thorologe^  nowe  cheere  in  bowlcs, 
*'  Let  the  devyl  kepc  our  clockes,  while  God  keepe  our 
♦'  foules." 
Again,,  in  TJje  BeviVs  Charier y  1607  : 
**  •T-'— ray  gracious  lord, 
**  By  Sifto's  horologe  'tis  ftruck  eleven.* 
Again,  Ri  the  Miracles  rf  Mojesy  by  Dra3^on  : 

♦*  The  cock  the  country  horologe  that  rings 
<•  Th^^hearful  warning  to  the  fun's  awake.''    Steevens, 
K  k  4  Prizes 
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Prizes  the  virtue  that  appears*  in  Caflio, 
And  looks  not  on  his  evils ;  Is  not  this  true  ? 

Enler  Roderigo. 

Jago.  How  now,  Roderigo  ? 
I  pray  you,  after  the  lieutenant ;  go.         [Exit  Rod* 

Mont.  And  'tis  great  pity,  that  the  noble  Moqr 
Should  hazard  fuch  a  place,  as  his  own  fecond, 
With  one  of  an  '  ingraft  infirmity  : 
Jt  were  an  honeft  aftioji,  to  fay  fo 
Unto  the  Mgpr. 

lago.  Not  I,  foj"  this  f^ir  ifl^nd  i 
I  do  love  Caffio  well ;  and  would  do  much 
To  cure  him  of  this  evil     But,  hark  !  what  noifc  ? 

[Cry  within, — Help !  help ! 

Re-enter  Cajfio^  driving  in  Roderigo* 

Caf.  You  rogue  !  you  rafcal ! 

Mont.  What's  the  matter,  lieutenant  ? 

Caf,  A  knave  1— teach  me  my  duty  I 
ril  beat  the  knave  *  into  a  twiggcn  bottle^ 

Rod.  Beat  me ! 

Caf.  Doft  thou  prate,  rogue  ? 

Mont.  Nay,  ^ood  lieutenant ;  [Stcrfing  btm* 

I  pray  yoq,  fir,  hold  your  hand, 

Caf  Let  me  go,  fir. 
Or  ril  knock  yoy  o'er  the  mazzard^ 

Mont.  Come,  come,  you're  drunk. 

Caf  Drunk?  [Xheyfigbl, 

'lago.  Away,  I  fay!  go  out,  and  cry— a  mutiny. 

[J/tdetoRel 
\^Exit  RoderigOy 

'  —  irtgraft  infirmity ,']  An  infirmity  roouJf  fittUd  in  his  con- 
llltution.     Johnson. 

*  — into  a  twlg^en  hottk^  A  twlggea  bottic  is  a  w/cferV 
iif;l4Zf ;  an^  fo  the  quarto  reads.    Steevens. 
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Nay/good  lieutenant, — alas,  gentlemen, — 
Help,  ho ! — Lieutenant, — fir, — Montano,— fir  ;— * 
Help,  mailers!  Here's  a  goodly  watch,  indeed!*- 
Who's  that  that  rings  the  bell  ? — Diablo  %  ho  I 

[Bell  rings. 
The  town  will  rife :  Fie,  fie,  lieutenant !  hold ; 
You  will  be  IJiam'd  for  ever. 

^nler  Othello^  and  Attendant f. 

Otb.  What  is  the  matter  here  ? 

Mont.  I  bleed  ftill,  ^  I  am  hurt  to  the  death;— he 

.  dies. 
Otb.  Hold,  for  your  lives. 
Jago.  Hold,  hold,  lieutenant,— fir, — Montano,— 
gentlemen, — 
Have  you  forgot  ^  all  fenfc  of  place  and  duty  ? 
Hold,  hold!  the  general  fpeaks  to  youj  hold,  for. 
(hame ! 
Otb.  Why,  how  now,  hoi   from  whence  arifcth 
this  ? 
Are  we  tum'd  Turks  ;  and  to  ourfclvcs  do  that. 
Which  heaven  hath  forbid  the  Ottomites  ? 
For  chriftian  Ihame,  put  by  this  barbarous  brawl : 
He  that  ftirs  next  to  carve  forth  his  own  rage. 
Holds  his  foul  light ;  he  dies  upon  his  motion. — 

3  .^DiaBb'^']  I  meet  with  this  exclamation  in  Marlow*s  A?»jf 
Edward IL  ibzz:    **  Diahio  f  what  paffions  call  you  thefe  ?'* 

Steevens.' 

A  ^^J  am  hurt  to  death —  he  dies.]  Montana  thipks  he  is  mor- 
tally wounded,  yet  by  thefe  words  he  fcems  determined  to  continue 
the  duel,  and  to  kill  his  antagonift  Caffio,  So  when  Roderigo  rum. 
»t  CaJRoy  in  the  5th  Ac%  he  fays,— ^*  Villain,  thou  dy'll," 

TOLLET, 

He  diesy  i.  e.  he  (hall  die.  He  may  be  fuppofed  to  lay  this  as  ]»e 
•cnews  the  fight.     Steevens. 

5  —  allfenfe  rf place  and  duty  ?]     So  Hanmer.     The  reft, 
^...^aUfiafeef/enJe  anddu^f    JouiJsqN. 

Silence 
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Silence  that  drea4ful  b^U,  ^  it  frights  the  iftc 
From  her  propriety. — ^What  is  the  matter,  mailers?— • 
Hpneft  lago,  that  loak'ft  dead  with  grieving. 
Speak,  who  began  this  ?  on  thy  love,  I  charge  thee. 

lag^.  I  do  not  know  j — friends  all  but  now,  even 
pow, 
7  In  quarter  and  in  terms  like  bride  and  groom 
J)ivefting  them  for  bed  :  and  then,  but  now, 
(As  if  fome  planet  had  unwitted  men) 
Swords  out,  and  tilting  one  at  other's  breaft. 
In  oppofition  bloody,     I  cannot  fpeak 
Any  beginning, to  this  peevifli  odds  j 
And  *wouId  in  aftion  glorious  I  had  loft 
Thefe  legs,  that  brought  me  to  a  part  of  it ! 

Otfp.  How  corals  it,  Michael,  you  are  thus  forgot  ^? 
"  Caf.  I  pray  you,  pardon  me,  I  cannot  fpeak. 

Otbh.  Worthy  Montano,  you  were  wont  be  ciyil ; 
The  gravity  and  ftillnefs  of  your  youth 
The  world  hath  noted,  and  your  na,me  is  great 
Jn  mouths  of  wife  ft  cenfure;  What^s  the  matter, 
9  That  you  unlace  your  reputation  thus. 
And  '  fpend   your  rich  opinion,  fpr  the,  name 
Pf  a  night-brawler  J  ^give  me  anfwer  to  it. 

Mon.  Worthy  Othello,  L  a.m  hurt  to  danger  i 
Your  officer,  I  ago,  can  inform  you-r— 
"VVhile  I  fps^re  Ipcech,  which  fomething  now  offendj 

me,— . 
Pjf  all  that  I  do  know ;  ^or  ^'^mi  I  aught, 

.     f  — .  //  frights,  the  IJle 

From  her  propriety.—-*]    From  her  regular  2LXi^  proper  Jlate^ 

Johnson, 
,   %  In  quarter^ — ]     In  their  quarters ;  at  their  lodging, 

'  Johnson. 

t  — ^a«  are  thus  forgot  f]  i.  e.  you  have  thus  forgot  yourfelf. 

■  Steevevs. 

^  That  you  unlace — ■]     Slacken,  or  kofin.     Put  in   danger  of 
propping ;  or  perhaps  ftripof  its  ornaments.     Johnson. 

'  ^■^Jpetidyour rich op'm'ton^^r']     Throw  away  and  fqqander  a  re- 
futatioQ  fo  valuable  as  yoursi    Johnson. 

By 
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By  me  that's  faid  or  done  amifs  this  night ;  -    • 
Unkfs  *  felf-charity  be  fometimc  a  vice  j 
And  to  defend  ourfelyes  it  be  a  fin. 
When  violence  affails  us. 

Olb.  Now,  by  heaven. 
My  blood  begins  my  fafer  guides  to  rule; 
»  And  paffion,  having  my  beft  judgment  coUied| 
Aflays  to  lead  the  way  :  if  I  once  ftir, 
Pr  do  but  lift  this  arm,  the  beft  of  you 
ShaU  fink  in  my  rebuke.     Give  me  to  know 
IHow  this  foui  rout  began,  who  fet  it  on ; 
And  4  he  that  is  approvM  in  this  offence, 
Though  he  had  twinn'd  with  me,  both  at  a  birth, 
Shall  lofe  me.-r-What !  in  a  town  of  war. 
Yet  wild,  the  people's  hearts  brim-full  of  fear. 
To  manage  private  and  domeftic  quarrel. 
In  night,  and  on  the  court  and  guard  of  fafety  ! 
'Tis  monfteroiis, — lago,  who  began-t  ? 

Mon.  If  partially  afiin*d «,  or  leagu'd  in  office, 

Thou 

^  m^fiyicharity^-^l    Care  of  one's  felf«    Johnson. 

^  And  paffion^  having  my  hefi  judgment  c(m\edi^'\  Thus  the  folio 
^rcads,  and  I  believe  rightly.  Othello  means,  thatpaflion  has  dif- 
coloured  his  judgmept.  The  word  is  ufed  in  The  Mtdfummeji^ 
l^igh^s  Dream :  » 

*'  rr. —  ^Ise  lightning  in  the  collied  night.** 

To  ccl^  anciently  fijjnified  to  hefmut^  to  blacken  as  with  coal.     So^ 

in  a  comedy '  callt;d  The  Family  of  Lirue^   £608. **  carry  thy 

link  a  'toother  *  fide  the  way»  thou  collonx^ft  me  and  my  ruffe/* 
The  word   (as  I  am  aifured)  is  flill  ufed  in  the  midland  counties. 

Mr.  Toilet  informs  me  that  Wallis*.s  Hift,  of  Northumberland^ 
p.  46.  fays,  •*  —  in  our  northern  counties  it  [/.  e.  a  fine  black' 
clay  or  ochre]  is  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Collow  or 
Killo^v^  by  which  name  it  is  known  by  Dr.  Woodward,  &c." 
The  Do&oT  fays  it  had  its  name  from  Kollow,  ^by  which  name,  in 
the  North,  the  Jinut  or  grime  on  the  backs  of  chimneys  is  called. 
Col^^  however,  is  froQi  coal,  as  collier*    Hanmer  reads — chokr*d. 

Steevens. 

4  ,^he  that  is  approvM  in  this  ojence^"]  He  that  is  convided  by 
proof,  of  having  been  engaged  in  this  otfence.    Johnson. 

5  If  partial^  afEn*d,-^J  Jffitid  is  bound  by  proximity  of  rela- 
tionHiip  ;  but  here  it  means  related  by  nearnefs  of  office.  In  the 
firft  fcene  it  is  ufed  in  the  former  of  thi^e  fcnies : 
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Thou  doft  deliver  more  or  lefs  than  truth. 
Thou  art  no  foldier. 

lago.  Touch  me  not  fo  near : 
I  had  rather  have  this  tongue  cut  from  my  mouthy 
Than  it  (hou)d  do  offence  to  Michael  Caflio; 
,  Yet,  I  perfuadc  myfclt,  to  fpeak  the  truth 
Shall  nothing  wrong  him. — Thus  it  is,  general, 
Montano  and  myfelf  being  in  fpeech, 
There  comes' a  rellow,  crying  out  for  help; 
And  Caflio  followir^g  him  with  detcrminM  fword,    ■ 
•  To  execute  upon  him  :  Sir,  this  gentleman 
Steps  in  to  Caflio,  and  entreats   his  payfe  \ 
Myielf  the  crying  fellow  did  purfue. 
Left,  by  his  clamour  (as  it  fo  fell  out^ 
The  town  mighr  fall  in  fright:  he,  fwift  of  foot, 
Out-^an  my  putpdlc  j  and  I  returned  the  rather 
For  that  1  heard  the  clink  and  fall  of  fwords. 
And  Caffjo  hi^h  in  oath;  which,  'till  to*night, 
I  ne*er  might  fay  before :  When  I  came  back, 
(For  this  was  hrief)  I  found  them  clofe  together, 
At  blow,  and  vhruft ;  even  as  again  they  were, 
When  you  yo^irfclf  did  part  them. 
More  of  this  matter  can  \  not  report  ;-— 
But  men  are  men;  the  befl:  fometimes  forget: 
Though  Caflio  did  fome  little  wrdng  to  him,—- 
As  men  in  rage  ftrike  thofe  that  wifh  them  beftj— ^ 
Yet,  furely,  Caflio,  I  believe,  received. 
From  him  that  fled,  fome  fl:range  indignity, 
"Which  patience  could'not  pal's. 

Otb.  I  know,  lago,  ^Z 

Thy  honefty  and  love  doth  mince  this  matter. 
Making  ic  light  to  Caflio : — Caflio,  I  love  thee  i 
But  never  more  be  oflicer  of  mine.-^ 

Enter  Difdemonaj  attended. 

Look,  if  my  gentle  love  be  not  rais'd  up ; — 

**  It  I,  in  any  juft  term,  am  ifffitid 
♦*  To  love  the  Moor.**    Steefen*. 
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I'll  make  thee  an  example. 

Def.  What  is  the  matter,  dear  ? 
Olb.  Airs  well  now  fwecting  :    Come  away  to  bed. 
Sir,  for  your  hurts,  myfelf  will  be  your  furgeon : — 
Lead  him  off. —  \Jto  Montano^  who  is  Ud  off. 

lago,  look  with  care  about  the  town ; ' 
And  filence  thofc  whom  this  vile  brawl  diftraded.— • 
Come,  Defdemona  5  *tis  the  foldicrs*  life. 
To  have  their  balmy  flumbers  wak'd  with  ftrife. 

\^Exit  fcf f.  Manent  lago^  and  Caffio. 
lago.  What,  are  you  hurt,  lieutenant  ? 
Caf.  Ay,  paft  all  furgery. 
lago.  Marry,  heaven  forbid ! 
Caf.  Reputation,   reputation,   reputation !     O,   I 
have  loft  my*  reputation  !  I  have  loft  the  immortal 
part,  fir,  of  myfelf,  and  what  remains  is  beftial, — 
My  reputation,  lago,  my  reputation. 

lago.  As  I  am  an  honeft  man,  I  had  thought  you 
had  received  fome  bodily  wound  5  there  is  more  of- 
fence 5  in  that,  than  in  reputation.  Reputation  is 
an  idle  and  moft  falfe  impofition  5  oft  got  without 
merit,  and  loft  without  deferving :  You  have  loft  no 
reputation  at  all,  unlefs  you  repute  yourfelf  fuch  a 
lofer.  What,  man !  there  are  ways  to  recover  the 
general  again :  You  are  but  now  ^  caft  in  his  mood, 
a  punilhment  more  in  policy  than  in  malice  ;  even 
fo  as  one  would  beat  his  offencelefs  dog,  to  affright 
an  imperious  lion  :  fue  to  hi't)  again,  and  he's  yours. 
Caf.  I  will  rather  fue  to  be  defpisM,  than  to  de- 
ceive fo  good  a  commander,  with  fo  flight,  fo  drunken, 
and  fo  indifcreet  an  officer.    Drunk  ?  7  and  fpeak 

parrot? 

5  — there  is  more  offence,  &c,]     Thus  the  quartos.     The  folio 
reads,—  therfeis  more  fenje.  Sec,     Steevens, 

*  — ca/i  in  his  mooJ,-^]    Eje£led  in  his  anger.     Johnson. 

7  .^ and Jpeak parrot? — ]     A  phrafc  figni tying  to  aift  foolilhly 
and  childilhly.    So  Skelton, 

"  Thefe 
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parrot  ?  and  fquabble  ?  fwagger  ?  fwear  ?  arid  cti^ 
cpurfe  fuftian  wklTSne's  own  Ihadow  ? — O  thou  in- 
vifible  fpirit  of  wine,  if  thou  hafl:  no  name  to  be 
known  by,  let  us  call  thee — devil ! 

lago.  What  was  he  that  you  followed  with  your 
fword  ?  What  had  he  done  to  you  ? 

Caf.  I  know  not. 

lago.  Is  it  poflible  ^ 

Caf.  I  remember  a  mafs  of  thihgs,  but  hothing 
diftindlly;  a  quarrel,  but  nothing  wherefore.— 0, 
that  men  Ihould  put  an  chemy  in  their  mouths,  td 
Heal  away  their  brains !  that  we  fliould,  with  joyj 
*evel,  pleafure,  and  applaufe^  transform  ourfclvcs 
into  beafts!  ^ 

lago.  Why,  but  you  are  now  well  enough  5  How 
came  you  thus  recovered  ? 

Caf.  It  hath  pleased  the  devil,  dninkennefs,  to  give 
place  to  the  devil,  wrath  :  one  ilnperfeStnefs  fhews  me 
another,  to  make  nhe  frankly  defpife  myfdf. 

lago.  Come,  you  are  too  levere  a  moraler  :  As  the 
lime,  the  place,  and  the  condition  of  this  country 
Hands,  I  could  heartily  wifh  this  had  not  befallen  j 
but,  fince  it  is  as  it  is,  mend  it  for  your  own  good. 

Caf.  I  will  alk  him  for  my  place  again;  he  (hall 
tell  me,  I  am  a  drunkard !  Had  I  as  many  mouths 
as  Hydra,  fiich  an  dnfwer  would  ftop  them  all.  To 
be  now  a  fenfible  man,'  by  and  by  a  fool,  and  pre- 
sently a  beaft !  O  ftrange ! — Every  inordinate  cupf 
is  unblefs'd,  and  the  ingredient  is  a  deviU 

lago.  Come,  come,  good  wine  is  a  good  familiaf 
creature,  if  it  be  well  ufed  ^  exclaim  no  more  againfl 

^  Theie  maidens  full  mekely  with  tiiany  a  divers  flour, 

"  Freflily  they  drefs  and  make  fwectc  my  houre, 

*'  With  Jpaki  parrot  I  pray  you  full  courteoufly  thei  faye.* 

WARBURtOK, 
So,  in  Lylly's  Woman  in  the  Moon^  iggy  : 
<'  Thou  prtity  farrot  /peak  zvfhile/* 
Thefe  lisiea  are  waating  in  the  firii  quarta^    Stee veksV 
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it    And,  good  lieutenant,  I  think,  ydu  think  I  love 
you.  ^       J 

Caf.  I  have  well  approved  it,  fir. — I  drunk  ! 

lago.  You,  or  any  man  living,  may  be  drunk  at 
fotne  time,  man.  I  tell  you  what  you  fliall  do.  Our 
general's  wife  is  now  the  general ; — I  may  fay  fo  irt 
this  refped,  ®  for  that  he  hath  devoted  and  given  up 
himfelf  to  the  contemplation,  mark,  and  denotement^ 
of  her  parts  and  graces : — confefs  yourfelf  freely  to . 
her ;  importune  her ;  Ihe*ll  help  to  put  you  in  your 
place  again:  (he  is  of  fo  free,  fo  kind,  fo  apt,  fo 
blcfled  a  difpofuion,  that  fhe  holds  it  a  vice  in  her 
goodnefs,  not  to  do  more  than  fhe  is  requefted  : 
This  broken  joint,  between  you  and  her  hufband, 
intreat  her  to  fplintcr ;  and,  my  fortunes  againft  any 
lay  worth  naming,  this  crack  of  your  love  fhall 
grow  flronger  than  it  was  before, 

Caf.  You  advife  mc  well. 

lago.  I  proteft,  in  the  finccrity  of  love,  and  honeft 
kindnefs. 

Caf.  I  think  it  freely  ;  and,  betimes  in  the  morn- 
ing, I  will  befeech  the  virtuous  Defdenfwna  to  un- 
dertake for  me  :  I  am  defperate  of  my  fortunes,  if 
they  check  me  here. 

lago.  You  are  in  the  right*  Good  night,  lieu- 
tenant j  I  muft  to  the  watch. 

*  — ^r  that  he  hath  drvotcdy  arid  given  up  himfe^to  the  contefh'^ 
flatm^  marky  and  devotement,  of  her  parts  and  graces. •'^^  I  re- 
member^  it  is  faid  of  Antony,  in  the  beginning  ot  his  tragedy,  that 
he,  who  ulbd  to  fifX  his  eyes  altogether  on  the  dreadful  ranges  of 
war: 

•*  —  now  bends,'  now  turns^ 
*'  The  office  and  /^v//<j»  of  their  view 
**  Upon  a  llrumpet's  front.** 
This  is  finelj   exprefled ;  but  I  cannot  perfuade  myfelf  that  o\if 
poet  would  ever  have  faid,  any  one.  devoted  himfelf  to  the  devote" 
«f«/ of  any  thing.     All  the  copies  agree;    but  the  millake  ccr- 
»mly  arofe  from  a  fingle  letter, bang  turned  uplide  down  at  prefs. 

Theobald; 
Caf. 
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Caf.  Good  night,  honeli  lago.  [Exit  Ca$Oi 

lago.  And  what's  he  then,  that  fays-^I  play  the 
villain  ?  ^ 
When  9  this  advice  is  free  I  give,  and  honeft, 
Probable  to  thinking  S  and  (indeed)  the  courfc 
To  win  the  Moor  again  ?  For  *tis  moft  cafy 
The  inclining  Defdcmona  to  fubdue 
In  any  honeft  fuit ;  ftie*s  framed  as  fruitful 
As  the  *  free  elements  :  And  then  for  her 
To  win  the  Moor, — were't  to  renounce  his  haptifm, 
All  feals  and  fymbols  of  redeemed  dri,--* 
His  foul  is  fo  cnfetterM  to  her  love. 
That  Ihe  may  make,  unmake,  do  what  flie  lift, 
Even  as  her  appetite  (hall  play  the  god 
With  his  weak"  funftion.     How  am  I  then  a  villain^ 
To  counfel  Caflio  '  to  this  parallel  courfe, 
Diredlly  to  his  good  ?  Divinity  df  hell ! 
When  devils  will  their  blackeft  fins  put  on. 
They  do  fuggeft  at  firft  with  heavenly  Ihews^ 
As  I  do  now :  For,  while  this  honeft  fool 
Plies  Defdemona  to  repair  his  fortunes. 
And  ftie  for  him  pleads  ftrongly  to  the  Moor, 

4  ril  pour  this  peftilence  into  his  ear,— 

5  That  flie  repeals  him  for  hef  body's  luft ; 
And,  by  how  much  ftie  ftrives  to  do  him  good, 

•  r-'tbis  advice  is  free--'']  This  counfel  has  an  appearance  6f 
honeft  openncfs,  of  frank  good-will.    Johnson. 

«  ProbahleX  The  old  editions  concur  in  rcBding  fro^dl.  There 
may  be  fuch  a  contradtion  of  the  word,  but  I  have  not  met  with-it 
In  any  other  book.  Yet,  abbreviations  a«  tiotent  otcuf  in  our  ato- 
cient  writers.    SteeveJNs.  .^ .         ,      ,  c 

»  —frte  elements:^  Liberal,  bountiful,  as  the  elements,  o«ot 
which  all  things  are  produced.    Jo^hn'Otn. 

s  —  to  this  parallel  coUrfi^}  Parallel,  for  even  ;  becaufe  parallel 
lines  run  even  and  equidiftant.     Warburtow. 

Parallel  courfe ;  i.  e.  a  courfe  level,  and  cten  with  his  de%n. 

JOHNSOifrf 

♦  rilpour  tbispejiiknce  — ]  Peftilence,  for  poifon.  WaRburtok. 
»  Tlaijbi.ttgtdi  blm-^}    That  is,  recalls  him.-    Johk sok.- 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


TiiBcMOOR  6t  VENICE.     513 

She  (feall  undo  her  credit  with  the.  Moor. 

So  will  I  turn  her  virtue  into  pitch ; 

And  out  of  her  own  goodneft  make  the  net 

^  That  (hall  enmcfti  them  all.— *How  now,  Rodcrigo  ? 

Ettier  Rdderigd^ 

Rod.  t  do  follow  here  in  the  chace,  liot  like  a ' 
hound  that  hunts,  but  one  that  fills  up  the  cry,  M/ 
money  is  almoft  fpent;  I  have  been  tonight  ex-  , 
ccedingly  well  cudgeird  -,  ahd,  I  think,  the  iffue  will 
be — I  fhall  hive  fo  much  experience  for  rhy  pjiins  i 
and  fo,  with  no  money  at  all,  and  a  little  more  wit?, 
return  to  VcnicCi 

lago.  How  poor  are  they,  that  have  not  patience ! — 
What  wound  did  ever  heal,  but  by  degrees  ? 
Thou  know'ft,  we  work  by  wit^  and  not  by  witch- 
craft; 
And  wit  depends  oh  dilatory  time. 
Does*t  not  go  well  ?  Caflio  hath  beaten  thee, 
And  thou,  by  that  finall  hurt,  haft  cafliier'd  Caflio  : 
*  Though  other  things  grow  fair  againft  the  fun, 
Ifet  fruits,  that  blbflbm  firft,  will  firft  be  ripe : 
Content  thyfelf  a  while. — By  the  mafs,  'tis  morning; 

•  77jat  JbaJl  enmejh  them  all. — ]     A  metaphor  from  taking  bird* 
in  mcflies.     Pope. 

^  — a  little  more  w//,]    Thus  the  folio*    The  firft  quarto  reads  . 
>— ^nd  fvoith  that  im,     Ste  evens. 

• .  Though  other  things  grow  fair  againft  the  fun^ 
Vet  fruits y  that  hhjfdm  Jiifi^  'iuill  firjihe  ripej]     Of  many  difr 
ferent  things,  all  planned  with  the  fame  art,  and  promoted  with 
the  fame  diligence,  ibme  mull  fucceed  fobner  than  oth^s,  by  the 
order  of  nature.     Every  thing  cannot  be  done  at  bnce ;  we  mufl 
^  proceed  by  the  neceflary  gradation.     We  are  not  to  defpair  of  flowr 
events  any  more  than  of  tardy  fruits,  while  the  caufes  are  in  regular 
progrefs,  and  the  fruits  gro^\}  fair  againji  thejun.     Hanmcr  has  notj 
'  1  think,  rightly  conceived  the  fentiment ;  tor  he  reads^ 
Thofe  fruits  which  hhjfotnfirji^  are  not  firft  rifu 
t  have  therefore  drawn  it  out  at  length,  for  there  are^  few  to  whonp 
"   that  will  be  eafy  which  was  difficult  to  Hanmer.    Johnson* 
yot.  X*  L  1  Pkafure, 
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Pleafure,  ancj  a^ion,  make  the  hours  kitn  (hort*-?- 

Retire  thee ;  go  where  thou  art  billeted : 

Away,  I  fey ;  thou  (halt  know  more  hereafter : — 

Nay,  get  thee  gone. —  [Exit  Rodmgo. 

Two  things  are  to  be  done, — 

My  wife  mull  move  for  Caffio  to  her  miftrefs  ; 

ril  fet  her  on ; 

I^yfelf,  the  while,  will  draw  ^  the  Moor  apart. 

And  bring  hin:i  jump  when  he  may  Caflio'find 

Soliciting  hi$  >yifc: — Ay,  that's  the  way  5 

Dull  not  device  by  coldnefs  and  delay.  \Exih 


ACT   III.      SCENE.   I. 

Before  the  cajlle. 

Enter  Cajta^  with  Mufidans. 

Caf.  Mailers,  play  here,  I  will  content  your  p^ii», 
Something  that's  brief  5  and  bid — goodrmorrow^  ge- 
neral. 

\^MuJick  flays  \  and  enter  Gown. 
Clown.  ^  Why  J   mafters,   have    your  inftrunients 
been  at  N?iples,  that  they  fpeak  i'^  the  nofe  thus  ? 
Muf.  How,  fir,  how  I 

Clown.  Are  thefe,  1  pray  you,  caird  wind  inftru- 
nients ? 
Muf.  Ay,  marry,  are  they,  fir. 

*  —  will  f/ra-v]  The  old  copies  read— /(i  draw,  which  may  be 
right,  and  confiftent  with  the  tenor  of  this  interrupted  fpeecb. 
Jago  is  ftill  debating  with  himfeU  concerning  the  means,  to  perplc;^^ 
OihcHo.    'Steevens. 

* .  ^^^^>  f/iaflers^  have  your  injlrwnenis  been  in  Kaples^  that  theyfpetk 
;•  the  nofc  thus  ?]  The  vcnercal  difcafe  fii  it  appeared  at  the  liege  of 
Naples.    JoHN»ON» 

Clown. 
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Clown.  O,  dkcrcby  hangs  a  tail. 

Muf^  Whereby  hangs  a  tale»  fir  ? 

Clown.  Marry,  fir*'  by  many  a  wind  inftrument 
that  I  know.  But,  xnaiiers,  here's  momCy  for  you  : 
and  the  gcnecal  fb  likes  your  orufic,  that  he  defires 
you,  *  of  all  loves,  to  make  no  more  noife  with  it, 

A&yi  Well,  fir,  we  will  not. 

Clown.  If  you  have  atiy  mufic  tha£  may  Jiot  be 
heard,  to't  again  :  but,  as  they  fay,  to  hear  mufic^ 
the  general  does  not  greatly  care; 

Muf.  We  have  none  fuch,  fir. 

Ckwn.  Thien  put  up  your  J>ipes  in  your  bag,  ^  for 
1*11  away  :  Go  j  4  vanifli  into  air ;  away* 

\^Exeun£  Mufi 

Caf.  Doft  thou  hear,  my  honeft  friend  ? 

Ciown^  No,  I  hear  not  your  honeft  friend  1  I  hear 
you. 

^  Caf.  Pr'yt)}ee,  keep  up  tfiy  qpillets.  There's  a 
poor  piece  of  gold  for  thee :  if  the  gentlewoman 
that  attends  the  general's  wife,  be  ftirring,  tell  her> 
there's  one  Camo  entreats  her  a  little  favour  of 
fpeech :  Wilt  thou  do  this  ? 

Clown.  She  is  ftirring,  fir;  if  flic  will  ffir  hither, 
1  fliall  feem  to  notify  unto  heh  {^Exit  Clowfk, 

Enter  I^g». 

Caf.  Do,  good  my  frieiid.-^Ih  hippy  time,  lago* 
lagp.  You  have  not  been  a-bed  then  ? 
Caf.  Why,  no  5.  the  day  had  broke 
Before  we  parted.     I  have  made  bold,  lago^ 
.  To  fend  in  for  your  wife :  My  fuit  to  her 

,*  —  4^4ffiwKJ,— ]     The  folio  teads-Ti^  hvis^s  jah. 

i  ^^fir  rU <iw^j^— ] ,  Hanmcr  reads,  aha bie ^ritviy.     Johnson* 
♦  ,^^vani/h  into  tf/r.]     So  the  foltb  and  one  of  the  quartos^ 
the  eldeft  quarto  reads— Vaniih  away.    Steeykns.  , 

L  1  2  is. 
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Is,  that  (he  will  to  virtuous  Defdemona 
Procure  me  fome  accefs, 

lago.  ^  ru  ftnd  her  to  you  prefcntljr : 
And  ril  devife  a  mean  to  draw  the  Moor 
Out  of  the  way,  that  your  converfe  and  bufinefs 
May  be  more  free.  [£a»/# 

Caf.  I  humbly  thank  you  for't.     I  never  knew 
A  Florentine  more  kind  and  honeft. 

Enter  JSmilia. 

j^miU  Good  mdrrow,  good  lieutenant :  I  am  ferry 
For  your  difpleafure ;  but  all  will  foon  be  well. 
The  general,  and  his  wife,  are  talking  of  it  5 
And  (he  fpeaks  for  you  ftoutly :  The  Moor  replies. 
That  he,  you  hurt,  is  of  great  fame  in  Cyprus, 
And  greaf  affinity ;  and  that,  in  wholfome  wifdom. 
Me  might  not  but  refufe  you  :  but,  he  protefts,  htf 

loves  you ; 
And  needs  no  other  fuitor,  but  his  likings. 
To  take  the  fafeft  occafion  by  the  front », 
To  brin»  you  in  again. 

Caf.  Yet,  I  bdeech  you, — 
If  you  think  fit,  or  that  it  may  be  done,— 
Give  me  advantage  of  fome  brief  difcourfe 
With  Defdemona  alone. 

jEmiU  Pray  you,  come  in  ; 
I  will  beftow  you  where  you  (hall  have  time  * 
To  fpeak  your  bofom  freely. 

Caf.  I  am  much  bound  to  you  ^.  [ExeunL 


5  To  take  the  fafefl  occafion  hy  the  frontal     This  fine  is  wanting  in 

flic  folio.  ,   St  E  EVENS. 

^  lam  much  hound  to you.^    This  fpcech  is  omitted  in  the  firft 
•quarto.    Steevens, 
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SCENE        II. 

ji  room  in  the  caftle. 
Enter  Otbelloy  lagOj  and  Gentlemen. 

Otb.  Thefe  letters  give,  lago,  to  the  pilot ; 
And,  by  him,  do  my  duties  to  the  ftate  ; 
That  done,  I  will  be  walking  on  the  works, 
Kepair  there  to  me. 

Jago.  Well,  my  good  lord,  V\l  do't. 

Otb.  This  fortification,  gentlemen, — (hall  we  fee't  ? 

Cent.  We'll  wait  upon  your  lordlhip.        ^Exeunt. 

SCENE        III. 

Anotber  *room  in  tbe  cafile* 

Enter  Defdemona^  Caffio^  and  JEmilia. 

•  Vef.  Be  thou  affur*d,  good  Caflio,  I  will  do 
All  my  abilities  in  thy  behalf. 

Mmil.  Good  madam,  do  5  I  know,  it  grieves  my 
hufband. 
As  if  the  cafe  were  his  7. 

Bef.  O,  that's  an  honeft  fellow. — Do  not  doubt, 
Caffio, 
But  I  will  have  my  lord  and  you  again 
As  friendly  as  you  were. 

Caf.  Bounteous  madam, 
Whatever  fhall  become  of  Michael  Caflio, 
He's  never  any  thing  but  your  true  fervant. 

Def.  O,  fir,  I  thank  you  :  You  do  love  my  lord ; 
You  have  known  him  long ;  and  be  you  well  aflur'd. 
He  Ihall  in  ftrangenefs  ftand  no  farther  off 
Than  in  a  politic  diftance. 

^  jis  if  the  cafe  ixjere  his*']    The  folio  reads— A3  if  the  cauje 

WXt  bis.      St££VEN8. 

L  1  3  Caf 
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Caf.  Ay,  but,  lady, 
^  That  policy  iiiay  cither  laft  fo  long. 
Or  feed  upon  fuch  nice  and  waterilh  diet, 
Or  breed  itfelf  fp  out  of  circumfiance. 
That,  I  .being  ^bfent,  and  my  place  fupply'd, 
My  general  will  forget  my  love  and  fcrvice, 

Def.  Do  not  doubt  that  •,  before  iSEmilia  herc^ 
1  give  thee  warrant  of  thy  place  :  aflbre  thee, 
If  I  do  vow  a  friendlhip,  Fil  perform  it 
To  the  laft  article  :  piy  lord  (hall  never  reft ; 
?  rU  watch  him  tame,  and  talk  him  out  of  patience  ^ 
His  bed  fhall  feem  a  fchool,  his  board  §  ffirift; 
I'M  intermingle  every  thing  he  dt>es 
VVith  Caffio's  fuit :    Therefore  be  merry,  Cafll0| 
For  thy  folicitpr  Ihall  rather  die, 
•Than  give  thy  caufe  away. 

Enter  Oti^^  a^d  !aga,  at  a  di/iaxce. 
JEmik  Madam,  here  comes  my  lord. 

•  That  policy  m^  either  Iqfi  fo  Ung^'\  He  may  either  of  himfetf 
tWnk  it  politic  to  k<?ep  me  out  of  office  fo  long,  or  he  may  be  fatif- 
iied  with  fuch  flight  reafons,  or  io  many  accident^  may  make  him 
think  my  re-admiflion  at  that  time  improper,  that  I  may  beqoios 
forgotten.    Johnson* 

*  ru^vatcb  him  fame^-^']  It  is  faid,  that  the  fijrocity  of  beafts, 
infuperable  and  irreclaimable  by  any  other  m^ans,  is  fubdued  hj 
keeping  them  from  fleep.    Johnson. 

Hawks  and  other  birds  are  tamed  by  kecpuig  tfipra  feom  flce^ 
and  it  is  to  the  management  of  thofe  Shakefpeare  alludes.  SQ|  id 
partwright's  X<^>  JErr^Kf  : 

" — —  well  keep  you, 
"  A«  they  do  hawks,  watching  untifl  you  leavq 
*'  Yow  wildnefs.*^  / 

So,  in  Monjieur  D^OUfve^  i6i6:  **  — your  only  way  to  deal  witli 
^pmen  and  parrots,  is  to  hep  them  -Making,^  • 

Again,  in  Sir  HT.  IfAvenant*s  Jtffi  Italian^  1630 : 

"  They've  ivatch^dmy  hardy  violence  (b  tame^^ 
Again,  in  the  Booh  of  Haufyng^  Hun^ng^  &c.  bl.  L  no  date : 
f*  Wake  her  all  nyght,  and  on  the  morrdwe  all  daye,  and  thenihc 
will  be  prcvi  enough  to  be  reclaymed.**    STfi£Y£«s« 

z:    ":- <¥ 
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Caf.  Madam,  Til  take  my  leave. 

Bef.  Why,  llay,  and  hear  me  fpeak. 

Cuf.  Madam,  not  now  ;  I  am  very  ill  at  eaft. 
Unfit  for  mine  own  purpofes. 

Def.  Well,  do  your  difcretion.  {Exit  Ca£i(h 

lago.  Ha !  {  like  not  that. 

Otb.  What  doft  thou  fay  ? 

]ag$.  Nothing,  my  lord :  or  if— I  know  not  what, 

Otb.  Was  not  that  CaiUo,  parted  from  my  wife  ? 

laga.  Caffio,  my  lord  ?  No,  fure,  I  cannot  think  it. 
That  he  would  fteal  away  fo  guilty-like. 
Seeing  you  coming, 

Otb.  I  do  believe,  'twas  he. 

Def.  How  now,  my  lord  ? 
I  have  been  talking  with  a  fuitor  here, 
A  man  that  languishes  in  your  difpleafure. 

Otb.  Who  is't,  you  mean  ? 

Def.  Why,  your  lieutenant  Caflio.     Good  my  lord, 
If  1  have  any  grace,  or  power  to  move  you, 
»  His  prefent  reconciliation  take ; 
For,  if  he  be  not  one  that  truly  loves  you. 
That  errs  in  ignorance,  »  and  not  in  cunning, 
I  have  no  judgment  in  an  honeft  face  ; 
I  pr'ythee,  call  him  back. 

Oib.  Went  he  hence  nowj^ 

Def  Ay,  footh  j  fo  humbled. 
That  he  hath  left  part  of  his  grief  with  me. 
To  fufFer  with  him  :    Good  love,  c^ll  him  back. 

Ofb.  Not  now,  fweet  Defdemojia ;  fonic  other  time. 

Def  But  fhairt  be  (hortly  ? 
Oik  The  fooner,  fweet,  for  you. 

*  His  prefent  reconciliation  take  j]  Caffio  was  to  be  reconqiled  to 
his  general,  not  his  general  to  him,  therefore  taie  cannot  be  right. 
We  (hould  read  w^.    Warbvrton. 

To  take  his  reconciliation^  may  be  to  accept  the  fubmiffion  which 
he  makes  in  order  to  be  reconciled.    Johnson* 

*  -r-  anJ  not  in  cunning,]  Cwi^n^^  iot  defigp,  or  pui|)ore, 
£mply.    WARBVRTOif. 
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Def.  Shairt  be  to-night  at  fuppcr  ? 

Otb.  No,  not  to-night. 

Def.  To-morrow  dinner  then  ? 

Otb.  I  (hall  not  dine  at  home ;     ^ 
I  meet  the  captains  at  the  citadel. 

Def.  Why    then,    tOrmorrow  night  5   or  tuefday 
morn; 
Or  tuefday  noon,  or  night ;  oryvednefday  morn  \ — 
I  pray  thee,  name  the  time ;  but  let  it  not 
]£xceed  three  days :  in  faith,  he's  penitent ; 
And  yet  his  trpfpafs,  in  our  common  reafon, 
(Save  that,  they  fay, '  the  wars  muit  make  examples 
Out  of  their  bed)  is  not  almofl:  a  fault 
To  incur  a  private  check  :    When  (hall  he  come  ? 
Tell  me,  Othello.     I  wonder  in  my  foul. 
What  you  could  aflc  me,  that  I  ftiould  deny. 
Or  (land  fo  mammering  on  4.  What !  Michael  Caflio, 
That  came  a  wQojng  with  you  ^ ;  and  fo  many  a  timC| 
When  I  have  fpoke  of  you  difpraifingly. 
Hath  ta'en  your  pjjrt  i  to  have  fo  much  to  dp 

3  ■         the  wars  mufi  make  examples 
Out  of  their  heft^^       ]     The  feverity  of  military  diiapKnt 
TOuft  not  fpare  the  hefl  men  of  the  army,  when  their  punifhment  may 
afford  a  wholefome  example.    Johnson. 

*  — fit  mammering  onf'\  To  hefitate,  to  ftand  in  fuipence. 
The  word  often  occurs  ia  pld  Engliih  writings,  and  probably  takes 
its  original  from  the  Frpnch  M Amour ^  which  men  were  apt  often 
to  repeat  when  they  \7ere  not  prepared  to  give  a  direct  anfwer.   . 

Hanmeii. 
I  find  the  fame  word  in  Acolafius^  a  comedy^  i  C29 :    ^'  I  fland  in 
rfoubt,  or  in  a  mamorynge  betwpen  hope  and  rear.^ 

Again,  in  Thomas  prant's  tranflation  of  the  third  Satire  of  the 
fecond  Book  of  Horace,  1^67  ;' * 

"  Ve,  when  Ihe  daygnes  to  fend  for  him,  thei^  mammeryn^  hq 

dothe  doute.'*      Steevens.  

5  What  I  Michael  Caffio, 

^hat  came  a  'wooing  ijoith  you  j— ]     And  yet  in  the  firft  aft 
CaiEo  appears  perfedly  ignorant  of  the  amour,  and  is  indebted  to 
Jago  for  the  information  of  Othello's  marriage,  and  of  the  peifoi^ 
^   \|»  whpm  b^i^  married.    Steeyens,  ^ 

;  ■ ' '  -^    -  tq 
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To  bring  him  in !  Truft  me,  I  could  do  much, — 
Otb.  Pr'ythee,  no  more :   lee  him  come  when  he 
will  i 
I  will  deny  thee  nothing. 

Bef.  Why,  this  is  npt  a  boon ; 
•Tis  as  I  (hould  entreat  you  wear  your  gloves. 
Or  feed  on  nourifliing  dilhes,  or  keep  you  warm; 
Or  fue  to  you  to  do  a  peculiar  profit 
To  your  own  perfon :    Nay,  when  I  have  a  fuit^ 
Wherein  I  mean  to  touch  your  love  indeed^ 
It  fhall  be  full  of  poize  ^  and  difficulty, 
V^nd  fearful  to  be  granted. 

Otk-  I  will  deny  thee  nothing  : 
Whereon,  I  do  bcfeech  thee,  grant  me  this, — 
^o  leave  me  but  a  little  to  myfelf. 

Def.  Shall  I  deny  you  ?  no :  Farewel,  my  lord. 
Otb.  Farewel,  my  Defdemona^:  I  will  come  to  thee 

ftraight. 
Bef.  jaEmilia,  come : — Be  it  as  your  fancies  teach 
you; 
Whatever  you  be,  I  am  obedient.     "^Exit  with  JEmil. 
Otb.  7  Excellent  wretch !    Perdition  catch  my  foul, 

•  full  of  poize — ]    /.  e.   of  weight.    So,  in  The  DtinA 

KtiightyltSS- 

•*  They  arp  oifoize  fufficient — " 
Again, 

:**  But  we  are  all  preft  down  with  other /<?/j8^.'*  Steevbns. 
7 .  Excellent  wretch  ['•frPerdition  catch  «y  Jaul^ 
But  I  do  love  thee  /  &c.]  The  meaning  of  the  word  wretch^ 
is  not  generally  underildod.  It  is  now,  in  ibme  parts  of  England, 
a  term  of  the  lofted  and  fondeft  tendernefs.  It  exprefles  the  ut- 
inoft  degree  of  amiablenefs,  joined  with  an  idea,  which  perhaps 
all  tcndernefs  includes,  of  feeblcnefs,  foftnefs,  and  want  of  pro- 
CetS^ion.  Othello,  conlidering  Deidemona  as  excelling  in  beauty 
and  virtue,  foft  and  timorous  by  her  fex,  and  by  her  iituation  ab- 
folutely  in  his*  power,  calls  her,  Excellent  wretch  I  It  may  be  ex- 
prefled : 

Dear y  harmlefsf  helflefs  Excellence*    Johnson* 
Sir  IV'*  D*A'uenant  ufes  the  fame  expreifion  in  his  Cruel  Brother^ 
1630,  and  with  the  fame  meaning.  It  occurs  twice :  ^^  "-^  Excellent 
Vffetch!  with  a  timorous  modefty'fhe  ftifleth  up  her  utterance." 

Steevens. 

£uc 
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But  I  do  love  thee !  and  ^  whea  I  love  thee  not, 
Qhzos  is  come  again. 

Jago.  My  noble  lord,— 

Ofb.  What  doft  thou  fay,  lago  ? 

lago.  Did  Michael  Calfio,  v^hen  you  ifvooM  mj 
lady> 
Know  of  your  love  ? 

0/A.  Hedid,fromfiTfttolaft:  Why  doft  thou  alk? 

lago.  But  for  a  fatisfa£tion  of  my  thought ; 
No  further  harm. 

Oib.  Why  of  thy  thought^  lago  ? 

lago  I  did  not  think,  he  had  been  acquainted  widi  it. 

0/*f  O,  yes ;  and  wait  between  us  very  oft. 

Jago^  Indeed? 

•  «— Wiftfw  7  Itfve  thee  not^ 
Chaes  is  tern  again.]    When  my  love  is  for  a  motpcut  fuf« 
pended  by  fufpicion,  I  have  nothing  in  my  mind  but  difconi, 
tumult,  perturbation,  and  confulion.    J  o  h  n  so  if  • 
^        ivben  I  love  thee  not^ 

Chaos  is  come  again^"]  There  is  another  meaning  poffible. 
When  I  ceafe  to  love  tbee,  the  world  is  at  an  end ;  i.e.  there  remains 
nothing  valuable  or  important.  The  iirll  explanation  may  bp 
more  elegant,  the  (econd  is  perhaps  more  eajy.  Shal^fpeare 
iias  the  fame  thought  in  his  Fenus  and  Adonis  : 

^*  For  he  being  dead,  with  him  is  beauty  flain, 

**  And,  beauty  dead,  black  Chaos  comes  againi*  Steeveni^ 

The  paifage  does  not  flrike  me  in  the  fame  light  in  which  it  ap- 

.  peaxed  to  Dr.  Johnfon ;  as  Othello  had  not  at  this  time  the  fmalldt 

doMbt  of  his  wife's  fidelity.    Muretus^  a  poet  of  the  x6th  ceAturyi 

has  exa^y  the  fame  thought : 

^\  Tune  meo  elabi  poffis  de  pe6bre,  Lacci, 

.**  Aut  ego,  dum  vivam,.non  meminifle  tui? 
*^  Ante  v€L  iilius  mundi  compage  foluta 
*f  Terra  in  antiquum  fit  reditura  Chaos ;" 
The  meaning  of  Shakefpeare  appears  very  clearly  from  the  fi^? 
lowing  paifage  in  the  Winter^ s  Toi^^^wbere  the  lame  diought  is 
more  fuUy  ezpreiTed : 

*'         '  It  cannot  fail 
**  But  by  the  violation  of  my  faith— and  then 
>*  Let  nature  crufh  the  fides  of  the  earth  together, 
f *  And  mar  the  feeds  within.''    Maloi^e. 
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0th.  Indeed!  ay, indeed i«i»-Dilcem'ft  thoti  augjit 
in  that  ? 
Is  he  not  honeft  ?  >. 

Jago.  Honeft,  my  lord  ? 

Otb.  Honeft !  ay,  honeft, 

Jag0.  My  lord,  for  aught  I  know, 

Otb.  What  doft  thou  think  ? 

logo.  Think,  my  brd  ? 

Otb.  Think,  my  lord  !— By  heaven,  he  echoes  me. 
As  if  there  were  fome  itionfter  in  his  thought  9, 
iToo  hideous  to  be  ftiewn.-r-Thou  doft  mean  ftme« 

thing : 
I  heard  thee  fay  but  now, — Thou  lik'dft  not  thaty 
When  Caffio  left  my  wife  ;   What  did'ft  not  like  ? 
And,  when  I  told  thee — ^he  was  of  my  counfel 
In  my  whole  courfe  of  wooing,  thou  cry'dft,  Indeed  f 
And  didft  comraft  and  purfe  thy  brow  together. 
As  if  thou  then  hadft  fliut  up  in  thy  brain 
Some  horrible  conceit :    If  thou  doft  love  me, 
Shew  me  thy  thought. 

lago.  My  lord,  you  know  I  love  you. 

Qib.  I  think,  thou  doft ; 
y\.nd,— for  I  know  thou  art  full  of  Jove  and  honefty, 
And  weigh'ft  thy  words    before  thou  giv*ft  thena 

breath,— 
Therefore  thefc  flops  of  thine  fright  me  the  more : 
For  fych  things,  in  a  falfe  difloyal  knave. 
Are  tricks  of  cuftom  ;  but,  in  a  nian  that's  juft, 
\  They  are  clofe  delations,  working  from  the  heart. 

That 

^  -7-  J?y  heaven  he  echoes  m^ 
As  if  there  woerejhme  monjler  in  his  thought^  &c.]     Thus  the 
^Ideft  quarto.     The  fecond  quarto  reads : 

— p-  Why  doft  thou  echo  mc. 
As  if  there  wei^fome  monfler  in  thy  thought,  &c. 
^ho  folio  reads : 

—  Ala?  thou  echo'ft  mc. 
As  if,  &c.  ■        Steevens. 

ney  are  cold,  dilations  working  from  the  beuri^ 
That  f^iffiott  canmt  rule.J  i.  e.  thcfe  fiops  and  bleaks  are  cold 

diUuiouxj 
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That  paiHon  cannot  rule. 

lago.  For  Michael  Caflio, — 
I  dare  be  fworn,  I  think  that  he  is  honeft, 

Otb.  I  think  fo  too. 

lago.  Men  fhould  be  what  they  fecm  ; 
»  Or,  thbfe  that  be  not,  'would  they  might  feem  none ! 

Otb.  Certain,  men  fhould  be  what  they  feem, 

lago.  Why  then,  I  think  Caflio's  an  honeft  man. 

Otbk .  Nay,  yet  there's  more  in  this : 
I  pray  thee,  fpeak  to  me  as  to  thy  thinkings. 
As  thou  doft   ruminate;    and  give  thy  word  of 

thoughts 
The  worft  of  wbrds. 

lago.  Good  my  lord,  pardon  me ; 
Though  I  am  bound  to  every  adb  of  duty, 
I  am  not  bound  to  that  all  flaves  are  free  to. 
Utter  my  thoughts?    Why,  fay,  they  are  vile  and 

falfe,— 
As  Where's  that  palace,  whereinto  foul  things 
Sometimes  intrude  not  ?  who  has  a  breaft  fo  pure, 

dilations^  or  cold  keeping  back  a  fecret,  which  men  of  phlegmatic 
conftitutions,  whofe  hearts  arc  not  fwayed  or  governed  by  their 
paffions,  we  find,  can  do :  while  more  fanguine  tempers  reveal 
themfclves  at  once,  and  without  referve.  But  the  Oxiord  Editor 
for  cold  dilations^  reads  diJUllatiaus.    Warburton",  % 

I  know  not  why  the  modern  editors  are  iatisiied  with  this  read-' 
ing,  which  no  explanation  can  clear.  They  might  eafily  have 
found,  that  it  is  introduced  without  authori^.  The  old  copies 
uniformly  give,  chje  diiattonsy  except  that  the  earlier  quarto  has 
elofe  denotetmnts ;  which  was  the  author's  firft  expreffion,  afterwards 
changed  by  him,  not  to  cold  dilations^  for  cold\%  read  in  no' ancient 
copy ;  nor,  I  believe,  to  clofe  dilations^  but  to  clofe  delations ; .  to 
oault  SLnd  fecret  accu/ations,  ivorkrng  involuntarily  ^^z«  the  hearty 
which,  though  refolved  to  conceal  the  fault,  cannot  rule  its  pa§m 
of  refentment.     Johnson. 

*  Or^  thofe  that  he  not,  \vould  they  mrght  feem  none !]  There  il 
no  fenfe  in  this  reading.     I  fuppole  Shakefpeare  wrote, 

—  '''•Mould  they  might  feem  knaves.  W  A  R  bur  TOJtf, 

I  believe  the  meaning  is,  '•joould  tbey  might  no  longer  feem^  or  bear 
thelhapeof/wr«.    Johnson.  .  i 

But 
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But  fome  uncleanly  apprehenfions 

'  Keep  leets^  and  law^days,  and  in  feffion  lit 

Wi^  meditations  lawful  i 

Otb.  Thou  doft  confpire  againfl:  thy  friend,  lago. 
If  thou  but  thmk'ft  hioi  wrong'd,  and  mak'fl  his  qar 
A  ftrangcr  to  thy  thoughts. 

lago.  I  do  bcfecch  you, 
4  Though  I— perchance,  am  vicious  in  my  guefs, 

(As, 

'  Keep  leets  and  iawrdqys^^'j  e.  govern.  A  metaphor, 
wretchedly  forced  and  quai  nt.     War  burton. 

Rather  vifit  than  govern^  but  vifit  with  authoritative  intrufion. 

Johnson. 

Neither  of  the  learned  commentators  feem  to  have  explained 
thefe  words  properly.  Leets^  and  lofw-days^  are  fynonymous  terras. 
"  Leet  (lays  Jacob,  in  his  Lanv^Di^ionary)  is  otherwife  called  a 
IpTM^ia^^:  They  are  there  explained  to  be  courts,  or  meetings  of 
the  hundred^  "  to  certify  the  king  of  the  good  manners,  and  go- 
Tcmment,  6f  the  inhabitants,"  and  to  enquire  of  all  offences  that 
are  not  capital;  The  poet's  meaning  wiH  now  be  plain. — Who  has 
ahreaft  Jo  Utile  apt  to  form  ill  opinions  of  others^  hut  that  foul fufpiciont 
mUfometimes  mix  with  his  fairefi  and  mqft  candid  thoughts^  and  ereH 
a  court  in  his  mind^io  enquire  of  the  offences  apprehended.  Steeveniu 

♦  Though  I  ^perchance,  am  vicious  in  myguefs,]  Not  to  mention 
that,  in  this  reading,  the  ientence  is  abrupt  and  broken,  it  is  like* 
wife  highly  abfurd.  I  befeech  you  give  yourfelf  no  unealinefe  from 
my  linwe  obfervance,  though  I  am  vicious  in  my  guefs.  For  his 
boing  an  ill  guelTer  was  a  reafon  why  Othello  (hould  not  be  un^ 
cafy :  in  propriety,  therefore,  it  fhould  either  have  been,  though  J 
On  not  vicious^  or  becaufi  I  am  vicious.  It  appears  then  we  ihouU 
read : 

/  do  hefeechyou^ 
Think  I ^ perchance^  am  vicious  in  my  guefiy 
Which  makes  the  fenfe  pertinent  and  perfei:^.    War  b v  r  to k. 

Though  I-— perchance^  am  vicious  in  tny  guefs, 1  I'hat  abruptnefs  in 
the  fpeech  which  Dr.  Warburton  complains  of,  and  W6uld  alter, 
may  be  eafily  accounted  for.  lago  feems  defirous  by  this  ambigu- 
ous Hint,  Though  /-~-to  inflame  the  jealoufy  of  Othello,  which  he 
•knew  would  be  more  effedlually  done  in  this  manner,  than  by  any 
exprefiion  tha;  bore  a  determinate  meaning.  The  jealous  Othello 
would  iill  up  the  paufe  in  the  fpeech,  which  lago  turns  off  at  laft 
to  another  purpole,  and  find  a  more  certain  caufe  of  difcontenit, 
an4  a  greater  degree  of  torture  aril^ng  from  the  doubtful  conddera* 
'  tion  how  it  might  hare  concluded,  ttian  he  could  have  experienced 

had 
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(As,  I  confefs^  it  is  my  nactdre^  plsigue 
To  rpy  into  abufes;  and,  oft^  my  jealbofy 
Shapes  faults  that  are  not)  that  your  wifddm  yet  4, 
From  one  that  fo^  imperfedly  conceits. 
Would  take  no  notice;  nor  build  younfelf  a  troubbf 
Out  of  his  fcattering  and  unfure  obicrvance:-^ 
It  were  not  for  your  quiet,  nor  your  good. 
Nor  for  my  manhood,  honefty,  or  vSdom^ 
To  let  you  know  my  thoughts. 

Otb.  'What  doft  thou  mean  ? 

lago.  Good  name,  in  man,  aud,  wom^fi«  dear  nqf 
lord^ 
Is  the  immediate  jewel  of  their  fouls: 
Who  fteals  my  purfc,  fteals  trafh ;  *tis  fornQthing,  no* 

thing; 
Twas  mine,  ^tis  his,  and  has  beeit  (lave  to  thoufaadsl 
3ut  he,  that  filches  from  me  my  good  name, 
Kobs  me  of  that,  AVh^h  not  enriches  him, 

had  the  whole  of  what  he  enqwed  after  beeo^repaitcd  to  hm  witk 
every  ctrcumf^ance  of  agg^nvation. 

We  may  fuppofe  him  imagining  to  hlmfelf,  that  lago  mentilly 
xoadnued  the  thought  thus,  Stiotig^  I^^now  mart.  tba»  I  cboole  k 
Jfeakrf. 

Vicious  in  m^  guefi  does  not  mean  that  he  is  an  iB-goi^ei\  but  tM 
he  is  apt  to  put  the  word  confhrudion  on  every  thing  he  aitt«ai{KI 
to  account  for.    St£ evens. 

>  -^  thatydur  njji/dom  jet^']  Thus  the  fbUo.    The  quarto  thus : 
—  1  entreat  you  then 
From  one  that  fo  impcrfedly  conjees. 
You'd  take  no  notice-^      >  ■ 
To  cBttjeSy  i.  e.  to  conjeSlUre^  is  a  yerb  uftd  by  other  wrilM 
So)  in  Atolajius^  a  comedy,  i  J29 : 

**  Now  rcafon  I,  orconje^  with  niyfelft** 
Again, 

*«  I  cannot  forget  thy  faying,  or  thy  etrgt^t^  words. 

STSETBXii 

♦  —  imperfedtly  conceiu^    In  the  old  quarto  it  is^ 
■>  '      improbably  conceits^ 
Which  I  think  preferable*    John«ok. 
Ther«  is  iK>iuch  reading  as  imftrobttbfy  in  either  quarto. 

SxErvxif^ 
And 
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And  makes  tot  poor  indeed* 

O^b.  By  bcaven^  V\\  know  thy  thought. 

lago.  You  GannoCy  if  iBy.httrt  were  in  your  hat^d  ; 

Kor  fliali  not,  whiUt  His  i^  my  eufijody. 
Ofb.  Ha!  ^ 

.   lago.  Oy  bewiace,  my  h^i,  of  jealoufy ; 

It  is  the  greeu-ey'd  monfter,  7  wh^b  doch  mock 

The 

The  meat  it  fieds  on — ]  i.  c  loaths  that  wlu^ln,  oomi?i(bC8  s^id 
•fuftains  it.    This  being  a  mifcrable  ilate,  lago  bids  him  beware 
%i  h.    The  Oxford  Editor  reads  : 
■  ivhicb  doth  make 

Tibc  meat  Ufefdf  w.".   .      ■ 
Implying  that  its  fuipicions  are  unreal  and  gfouadlefs,  which  is  the 
very  contrary  to  what  he  would  here  make  hijs  general  think,  as  ap- 
pears from  what  ibUows :    ^ 

That  cuckold  lives  in  hlifs^  &c. 
In  a  wpr4  theTiHain  b  for  fixing  him  jealous :  asd  thereCm  bids 
hjm.  beware  of  jeabuiy,  not  that  it  was  aa  unreafinaUe^  but  a  mifet* 
mble  i)»te ;  and  this  plusges  him  into  it,  as  we  fte  ^  his  r^ply, 
which  \\  only 

O  mtfeiyl  Warburton. 
I  have  received  Hanmer's  emendation  ;  beca\|fe  to  mock,  does  apt 
iignify  to  hath ;  and  becaufe,  when  I^o  bids  Othello  beimre  of 
jZHoufyj^  the  greeu-fjfed  monfier^  it  is  naAiral  to  tell  why  he  ihould 
beware,  and  for  caution  he  gives  him  t>4ro  reafons,  that  jealoufy 
t^un,  creates  its  own  caufe,  and  that^  when  the  caufes  are  real, 
jeakndy  is  mifery.    Johnson. 

In  this  phice,  and  forae  others,  to  mo€k  feems  the  fame  with  ta 
mammock*    Farmer. 

If  Shakdpeare  had  written— tf  green-ey'd  monAer,  we  might 
have,  ^uppoied  him  to  refer  to  fome  creature  exifting  <Hily  in  his 
particular  imagination ;  but  the  green-^'d  monfler  feems  to  have 
reference  to  an  objed  as  familiar  to  his  readers  as  to  himielf. 

It  is  known  that  the  ti^er  kind  have  green  eyes^  and  always  play 
wi|h.  the  vif^im  to  their  hunger,  before  they  devour  k.  So,  in  our 
Author's  Tarquin  and  Lucrece : 

^^  Like  foul  night-waking  cd/  he  doth  h^t  daJfy, 

While  in  hb  hold^fail  toot  the  weak  rooufe  panteth-^'* 
Thus,  a  jealous  hulband,  who  difcovers  no  certain  caufe  why  lie 
may  be  divorced,  conxiniies  to  fport,  with  the  woman  whom  he 
fufpc£ts,  and,  on  more  certain  evidence,  determines  to  punifli. 
Theie^i&no  beail  that  can  be  literally  laid  to  makem  own  food, 
and  therefore  I  am  unwilling  to  receive  the  emendation  of  Hanmer, 

efpecially 
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The  meat  it  feeds  on  :   That  cuckold  lives  in  bli&^ 
Who,  certain  of  his  fate,  loves  not  his  wronger  ; 
But,  O,  what  damned  minutes  tells  he  o'er, 
Who  dotes,  yet  doubts ;  fufped:s,  yet  ftrongly  loves  '  I 

O/*.  O  mifery ! 

lago.  Poor,  and  content,  is  rrch,  and  rich  enough  § 
9  But  riches,  finelefs,  is  »  as  poor  as  winter. 
To  him  that  ever  fears  he  fhall  be  poor :— . 
Good  heaven,  the  fouls  of  all  my  tribe  defend 
From  jealoufy! 

icfpccially  as  I  flatter  myfelf  that  a  glimpfe  of  meaning  may  te 
produced  from  the  ancient  reading. 

In  Antot^  and  Cleopatra  the  conteiled  word  occurs  again  : 
— —  tell  him 
He  moth  the  pauies  that  he  makes. 
2.  e.  he  plays  wantonly  with  thofe  intervals  of  time  which  he 
fliould  improve  to  his  own  prefervation* 

Should  fuch  an  explanation  be  admiifible,  the  advice  given  b^ 
lago  will  amount  to  this : — Beware^  my  lord^  of  yielding  to  apa/pmi 
Kvfic/j  asyft  has  no  proof}  to  jufiify  iti  excefs.  ^  Think  bovj  the  internal 
between  fu^icion  and  certainty  muft  he  filled*  Though  you  douht  her 
fidelity y  you  cannot  yet  refufe  her  your  bed,  or  drive  her  from  your 
heart ;  hut^  like  the  capricious  fiv^age^  mufi  continue  to  ^^t  wth  one 
nxdyomyou  wait  fin-  an  opportunity  to  defiroy. 

Such  is  the  only  feoie  that  I  am  able  to  draw  from  the  original 
text.  What  I  have  faid,  may  be  liable  to  fbme  obje6tion8,  but  I 
have  nothing  better  to  propofe.  That  jealoufy  is  a  monfier  which 
often  creates  the  fufpicions  on  which  it  feeds,  may  be  welt  admitted 
according  to  Hanmer^s  proportion  ;  but  is  it  the  monfter  ?  (i.  e* 
a  well-known  and  confpicuous  animal)  or  whence  has  it  grtex 
'  eyes  t  T'ellow  is  the  colour  which  Shakefpeare  appropriates  to  jea« 
loufy.  It  mufi:  be  acknowledged  that  he  afterwards  characterizes 
it  as  *'        ■   i>  a  monfier, 

"  Begot  upon  itfelf,  born  on  itfdf.** 

but  yet *'  What  damned  minutes  counts  he  o*er,  Sec.**  is  the 

beft  yiudration  of  my  attempt  to  explain  the  paflage.  To  pro- 
duce Hanmer's  meaning,  a  change  in  the  text  is  neceflary.  I  am 
counfel  for  the  old  readmg.    Steevens. 

•  ^^ftrongly  loves!]  Thus  the  quarto;  the  ki&o^'-^fintndly 
loves.     Steevens. 

^  But  richesy  finelefs^ — ]  Unbounded,  endleis^  unnumbered 
treafures.    Johnson. 

«  —  as  poor  as  winter,]     Finely  expreficd :  w;Vi/^  producing  no 

fruits.      W^ARBURTON. 
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Otb.  Why  ?  why  is  thi^  ? 
^hink'ft  thou,  Td  make  a  life  of  jealoufy, 
To  follow  ftill  the  change^,  of  the  moon 
With  frefli  fufpicions  ?  .NO;  to  be  once  in  doubt» 
Is — once  to  be  refolv'd :  Exchange  me  for  a  goat> 
When  I  Iball  turn  the  bufinefs  of  my  foul 

*  To  foch  exfuffolatc  and  blown  furmjfes, 
Matching  thy  inference. :  'Tis  not  to  make  me  jealous. 
To  fay — my  wife  is  fair,  feeds  well,  loves  company. 
Is  free  of  fpeech,  fings,  plays,  and  dances  well ; 

3  Where  virtue  is,  thefe  arc  more  virtuous: 
Nor  from  mine  own  weak  merits  will  I  draw 
The  fihalleft  fear,  or  doubt,  of  her  revolt  j 
For  flie  had  eyes,  and  chofe  me  :  No,  Jago ; 
rU  fee,  before  I  doqbt  •,  when  I  doubt,  prove ; 
And,  op  the  proof,  there  is  no  more  but  this,— »* 
Away  at  once  with  love,  or  jealoufy. 

Jago.  I  am  glad  of  this;   for  now  I  iball  have 
reafon  ' 

To  (hew  the  love  and  duty  that  I  bear  you 
With  franker  fpirit :  therefore,  as  1  am  bound. 
Receive  it  from  me  : — I  fpeak  not  yet  of  proof. 
1.00k  to  your  wife ;  obferv^  her  well  with  Caffio ; ' 

'*.7tfy^r^  exiuffolate  and  hhwu  furmfes^']  This  odd  and  far- • 
fetched  word,  was  made  yet  more  uncouth  in  aii  the  editions  before 
Hanmer*s[,  by  being  printed,  exjufflkate^  The  allulion  is  to  a  bub- 
ble. Do  not  think,  fays  the  Moor,  that  I  (hall  change  the  nobla. 
deligns  that  now  employ  my  thoughts,  to  lufpicions  which,  like 
bubbles  ^Vxv^Jnto  a^vwide  extent,  have  only  an  empry  {hew  without 
folidity  ;  or  that,  in'conJequenve  of  fuch  empty  fears,  I  will  clcfe 
^vith  thy  inference  againft  the  virtue  of  my  wife.     JoFTNsONf 

*  Where  'virtue  /j,  thefe  are  moft  'Oirtuous ;]     An  ac^tion  in  itfelf 
indifferent,  grows  virtuous  by  its  end  and  application*     Johnson. 

I  know  not  why  the  modem  editors,  in  oppofuion  to  the  firft 
jjuarto  and  tbllo,  read  w^  inilead  oi  7ndre. 

A  paflage  in  All^s  ^Joe/l  that  ends  *av//,  is  perhaj5s  the  beft  com- 
ment on  the  fcntitnent  of  Othello  :  "  I  have  thole  good  hopes  of 
her,  education  promifes :  his  difpolition  fne  inheriis  ;  which  z»tf^'Ar 
fair  gifts  fairern^     Gratior  e  pulchro  'vcnlens  ei  corpore  ^virtus. 

SxEEVENS.r. 

*  Vc/fc.  X.  M  m  >  Wear 
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Wear  your  eye— thus,  not  jealoui,  nor  fecure  i 

I  would  not  have  your  fitfc  ihd  noble  nature^ 

4  Out  of  fclf-bounty,  be  AfousM ;  look  to-t  2 

I  know  5  our  country  difpoGtion  welU; 

In  Venice  they  do  let  heaven  fee  the  pranks 

They  dare  not  fliew  their  hufbands ;  their  bed  con- 

fcience 
Is—^not  to  leave  undone^  but  keep  unknown  *. 

Olb.  Doft  thou  fay  fo  ? 

lago.  She  did  deceive  her  father,  marrying  you ; 
7  And,  when  (he  feem'd  to  fliake,  and  fear  your  looks. 
She  lovM  them  moft. 

Olb.  And  fo  (he  did. 

lago.  Why,  go  to,  then ; 
She  that,  fo  young,  could  give  out  fuch  a  feeming,, 
«  To  feel  her  father's  eyes  up,  clofe  as  oak, — 

He 

4  Out  of  felf-bounty  h  aius^Ji^^"]  Self'kunQff  for  inhereut  gc- 
ncrofity.     War  bur  ton. 

5  ^^^  our  cbuntry  dijhojition-''-'^ 
In  Fenice^-^^^  Herelago  feems  to  be  a  Venetian*  Johnson. 

9  Is  not  to  leave  undone y  but  keep  unknown.^  The  folio  perhaps 
more  clearly  reads : 

Is  not  to  leave'/  undone,  but  keep*/  unknown.     Steevejts. 

^  jifui,  ijchen  Jl:e  fecmd — )  This  and  the  following  argument 
of  lago  ought  to  be  deeply  impreffed  on  every  reac&r*  Deceit 
and  falfehooil,  whatever  conveniencies  they  m^y  for  a  time  pro- 
mife  or  produce,  are,  in  the  fum  of  life,  obftacles  to  happinefs. 
Thofe,  who  profit  by  the  cheat,  diilruU  the  deceiver,  and  the  adl, 
by  which  kindnefs  was  fought,  purs  an  end  to  confidence. 

The  fame  ohje<5^ion  may  be  made  with  a  lower  degree  of  ftrcngth 
ajgjainii  the  imj>rudent  generofity  of  difproportionate  marriagt-s. 
When  the  firfl  heat  of  paffion  is  over,  it  is  eafily  fucceeded  by  fufpi- 
cion,  that  the  fame  violence  of  inclination,  which  caufed  one  irregula- 
rity, may  flimulate  to  another ;  and  thofe  who  have  (hewn,  that  their 
pallions  are  too  powerful  for  their  prudence,  will,  with  yeryflight 
appearances  againft  them,  be  cenfuied,  as  not  very  likely  to  rellraift 
them  by  their  virtue,    Johnson. 

■  To  feel  fjer  fathers  eyes  ftf^  cbfe  as  oak,—]  Thcrc  is  Uttlc  PC- 
latioa  between  eyes  and  oak,^    I  would  read : 

She  JuVd  her  father* s  eyes  up  clofe  as  owl's* 
jfs  blind  as  aft  cwif  h  i  pcG\cib.    Johnson. 
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tie  thought,  'twas   witchcraft: — ^But  I  am  much 

to  blame ; 
i  humbly  do  bcfcech  you  of  your  pardon^ 
Fofr  too  much  loving  you^ 

Otb.  I  am  bound  to  thee  for  ever. 
,  Jhgo.  I  fee,  this  hath  a  little  dafh'd  your  fpirits* 

O/i.  Not  a  jot,  not  a  jot. 

lago.  Truft  me,  I  fear  it  has. 
I  hope,  you  will  confider,  what  is  fpoke 
Comes  from  my  love : — But,  I  do  fee,  you  arc  mov*d  j— * 
I  am  to  pray  you,  not  to  ftrain  my  fpeech 
9  To  grofler  ilTues,  nor  to  larger  reach^ 
Than  to  fufpicion. 

Otb.  I  will  not. 

lago.  Should  you  do  fo,  my  lofd, 
*  My  fpeech  fhould  fall  into  fuch  vile  fuccefs 
As  my  thoughts  aim  not  at.    Caflio's  my  worthy 
friend  :— 

To  feel  her  fdtber^s  eyes  »^  rlq/e  as  oak,-*.]  The  eak  is  (I  believe) 
the  moil  cbje^grained  wood  of  general  ufe  in  £nglancl.  Clofe  as 
#ai,  meana,  cl^  as  the  grata  ef  the  oak.  1  fee  no  caufe  for  altera- 
tion. 

To j?^/ 18  an  eipreiSoh  taken  from  falconry.  So,  vd  Ben  Jon- 
fon's  Catiline : 

*<  —  would  have  kept 
"  Both  eyes  and  hezk/eefJ  lip,  for  fix  fefterccs.'^ 

Steevens, 

•  TogrofierifCucB,}    jg^x,  fot  conclufions.    WaAjburton. 

*  A^  Jpeech  *dj(ndd  fail  into  jfiich  vile  CucccCs^']  Succefs,  for  fuc* 
veffion,  /.  'e,  condufion ;  not  profperous  iflue.     Warburtom^ 

I  rather  think  there  is  a  depravation,  and  would  read : 
il^  jpeech  nuoulii  fa&  into  fuch  v>ile  excels. 
Kfuceeji  be  the  right  word,  it  feems  to  mean  confeqiuiae  or  eiwnti 
«s  y»rri;^  it  ufed  in  Italian.    Johns  ok. 

I  think  fuccefs  may,  in  this  mfbnce,  bear  its  common  interpreta* 
tlen.  What  lago  means,  feems  to  be  this:  ^*  Should ^ou  do  fo, 
irny  lord,  my  words  would  be  itteftd^d  by  fuch  an  infamolis  degree 
or  fuccefs,  ^s  my  thoi!kghts  do  hot  even  aim  at.^'  lago,  who  coun^ 
Iterfeits  the  feelings  of  virtue,  might  have  faid  fall  into  fuccefs^  and 
i^/iir  y^rri^,  becaufe  he  would  appear  to  Othello,  to  wiih  that  the 
enquiiy  into  Defdemona*8  guilt  might  prove  ifruitlefs  and  unfuc- 
Mefsfuk    Stesvens.  '   . 

M  m  2  My 
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My  lord,  I  fee  you  are  mov'd. 

Otb.  No,  not  much  mov'd : — 
I  do  not  think^  but  Defdemona's  honefl:. 

Jago.  Long  live  (he  fo !  and  long  live  you  to  thinly 
fo! 

O/A .  And  yet,  how  nature  erring  from  itfelf, — 

lago.  Ay,  there's   the  point:    As, — ^to  be  bold 
with  you, — 
Not  to  afFedl:  many  propofed  matches. 
Of  hfcr  o^n  clime,  complexion,  and  degree  ; 
Whereto,  we  fee,  in  all  things  nature  tends,: 
Foh !  one  may  fmell,  in  fuch,  a  *  will  moll  rank^ 
Foul  difproportion,  thoughts  unnatural. 
But  pardon  me  j  I  do  not,  in  pofition, 
Diftindkly  fpeak  of  her :  though  I  may  fear. 
Her  will,  recoiling  to  her  better  judgment. 
May  fall  to  match  you  with  her  country  forms. 
And  (hapily)  repent. 

Ofb.  Farevvel,  farewel :  • 

IF  mbne  thou  doft  percfeive,  let  me  khow  more ; 
Set  on  thy  wife  to  obfervc :  Leave  m^,  lago. 

lago.  My  lord,  I  take  my  leave.    •  [Goifi^. 

Otb.  Why  did  I  marry  ? — This  honeft  creature, 
doubtlefs, 
Sees  and  knows  more,  much  more,  than  he  unfolds. 

lO'go.  My  lord, — I  would,  1  might  entreat  your 
honour 
To  fcan  this  thing  no  further  ;  leave  it  to  time  : 
And  though  it  be  fit  that  CalTio  have  his  place, 
(For,  fure,  he  fills  it  up  with  great  ability) 
Yet,  if  you  pleafc  to  bold  him  off  a  while, 
3  You  fball  by  that  perceive  him  and  his  means } 

*  --  will  mofl  rani^']  WlU^  is  for  w^lfulnefs.  It  is  (b  ufed  by 
Afcham.     A  rank  wll/y  is  felf-vjlli  overgrcjwn  and  exuberant. 

JoKNso>r* 

3  YouJlmU  hy  that  perc^l've  hlm^  and  his  meam^  You  fball  dif- 
cover  whether  he  thinks  his  bed  mea?is^  his  mcfl  powerful  tnteveft^  h 
\y  the  felicitation  of  your  lady.     J o h  n  s  o  :>r. 
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Kbtc,  if  your  lady  4  ftrain  his  entertainment 
With  iany  ftrong,  pr  vehement  importunity  ; 
Much  will  be  feen  in  that.     In  the  mean  time,  ^ 
Let  me  be  thought  too  bufy  in  my  fears, 
(As  worthy  caufc  I  have,  to  fear — I  am) 
And  hold  her  free,  I  do  befeech  your  honour.    ' 

Olb.  5  Fear  not  my  government. 

logo.  I  once  more  take  my  leaver  [^Exit. 

Otb.  This  fellow's  of  exceeding  honefty. 
And  knows  all  qualities,  *  with  a  learned  fpirit. 
Of  human  dealings :  7  If  I  do  prove  her  haggard, 

*  — Jirain  his  entertainment]     Prefs  hard  his  re-adouffign  to  his 
pay  and  office.    Entertainment  was  the  military  term  for  ^dmiffion  , 
of  foldiers.    Johnson, 

5  Fear  not  n^  government^  Do  not  diftruft  my  ability  to  contain 
mypaffion.    Johnson, 

*  ^-^nviti?  a  learned  Jpirit^l    Learned^  for  experienced. 

WARBtJRTON. 

The  conftru6Hon  is,  He  knows  with  a  karned  fpirlt  all  qualities 
of  human  dealings.    Johnson. 

'  '•^  If  I  do prcrje  her  haggard,]  A  haggard  hawk,  is  iL  ivild 
|iawk,  a  ha^vi  unreclaimed^  or  irreclaimable^     Johnson. 

A  haggard  is  a  particular  fpecies  of  hawk.  It  is  dtfficuU  to  he  re* 
claimed^  but  not  irreclaimable. 

From  a  pafTage  in  Flttoria  Corofnhona^  it  appears  that  haggard 
ivas  a  term  of  reproach  fometin^es  applidd  to  a  wanton :  ^*  Is  thjs 
your  perch,  you.^<zp^<7r//?  fly  to  the  flews.** 

Turiervile  fays,  that  "  the  hazgart  falcons  are  the  moft  excellent 
jbirds  of  all  other  falcons.  Latfxim  give«  to  the  haggart  only  the 
fecond  place  in  the  valued  file.  In  Holland^s  Leaguer^  a  comedy, 
by  Shakcrly  Marmyon,  ,1633,  is  the  following  illuftratiye  paif- 
iage: 

"  Befdre  th.efe  courtiers  lick  their  lips  at  her, 
*'  Fli  trull  a  wanton  haggard  in  X^^  wmi^**- 

**  For  (he  is  ticklifh  as  any  haggard^ 

"  And  quickly  loft."  '- 
Again,  in  TkvoWyiMen^  and  all  the  IReJ^  Fooh^  1619  t.  "  the  atl- 
mirable conqneft.the  faukoner  maketh  in  a  hawk's  nature;  bring- 
ing the  viild  haggard  having  all  the  earth  and  fvas  tofcour  over  uncon'> 
troulabl^y  to  attend  and  obey,  &c.*''  Haggard ,  however,  hgid  a  po- 
pular fenfe,.  ^nd  was  ufed  for  v:ild  hy  thofe  ^ho  thought  not  oa 
lji^4*"^S'^»gc  oi~  falcooers,    Ste^vens." 

M  m  3  Thou^H 


Digitized  by 


Google      "— ^ 


534  P    T    H    E    L    L  ,0, 

«  Though  that  her  jefles  were  my  dear  beart-ftriagSij  * 
0  rd  whiftle  her  ofF,  and  lc<  her  down  the  wind. 
To  prey  at  fortune.     Haply,  for  I  am  blaclc  i 
And  have  not  thofe  foft  parts  of'conveffation 
That  chatnberers  *  have  :  Or,  for  I  app  declined 
Into  the  vale  of  years  ;—»yet  that's;  not  much  5— f 
She's  gone  \  I  am  abus'd ;  and  my  relief 

•  Though  that  her  jefles  'were  «y  tf^ar  heart-firings^  Jeffes.  are 
(hort  ftraps  oi  leather  tied  about  the  foot  of  a  hawk,  by  which  ihe 
is  held  on  the  fift.     Hanmer. 

In  Heywopd^s  coniedy,   called  A  Woman  killed  ixjith  IQtuhe/s^ 
|6i  7,  a  number  of  thefc  terms  relative  to  hawking  occur  together  : 
*♦  Now  fhe  hath  feia'd  the  fowl,  and  'gins  to  plume  her ;; 
«*  Rebeck  hfer  not ;  rather  (land  llill  and  fcheck  her. 
*'  So  :  feize  her  gets,  her  jejfesy  and  her  bells."    Stee  ven». 
•  Pdnuhiftle  her  offy  and  let  her  do^xjn  the  nuind 
To  prey  at  fortune, — ]     The  falconers  always  let  fly  the  hawk 
againft  the  wind ;  if  (he  flies  with  the  wind  behind  her^  (he  feldom 
returns.     If  therefore  a  hawk  was  for  any  reafon  to  be  difmifred, 
Ihe  was  let  down  the  wind^  and  from  that  time  fliiftcd  for  he^lelf|f 
znd^  preyed  at  fortune.    This  was  told  me  by  the  late  Mr,  Clarkl 

JOHNSOK. 

ril  ixjhi/lle  her  off^  &c.]  This  pafl'age  may  pofiibly  receive  il- 
luftration  from  a  flmilar  one  in  Burton's  Anatomy  of  Melancholy, 
p.  2.  fed.  I.  mem.  3'.  "  As  a  long- winged  ha^^^ke,  when  he  is 
.  *'  firft  ixihyiledoffthefifi^  mounts  aloft,  and  for  his  picafurc  fctcheth 
♦*  many  a  circuit  in  the  ayre,  ftill  (baring  higher  and  higher,  till 
**  he  come  to  his  full  pitch,  and  in  the  end;  when  the  game  is 
•*  fprung,  comes  down  amaine,  and  fioupes  upon  a  fudden."  . 

Percy. 
Again,  in  The  Spanifi? GipfUy  16^3,  by  Middleton and  Rowley: 
"  —  That  young  lannerd^ 
«  Whom  you  havefuch  a  mind  to ;  ifyou  can  whiftle  her 
**  To  come  to^,  mj;ke  trial,  play  the  young  falconer!^ 
A  lannerd  is  a  fpecies  of  hawk-     Again,  in  fieaumoat  and 
Fletcher's  Bonduca ;         *«  _  he  that  bafciy 

'4  Wbiftk4  hi§  honour  off  to  the  windy  &c.'*    Steevemj. 
*  Chamherers]  i,  e.  men  of  intrigue.     So,  in  the  Countefs  of 
Pembroke's  ^«/<?Vwj  1590:  -      ^ 

,**  Farn  from  a  fouldier  to  a  chamhererj^ 
Again,  in  Chaucer's  l^omaunt  of  the  Ro/e^  ver,  4935  : 

"  Only  through  youth  the  chamberereJ^ 
!J*hu8,  in  the  French  Pcem  : 

f*  Pjrlajeuuefle  lacA<»«^^r/^rr/^    Stkevens* 
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Mpft  be — to  loath  her.     O  curfe  of  trjarriage. 

That  we  can  call  thefc  delicate  creatures  ours, 

And  not  their  appetites  !  I  had  rather  be  a  toad. 

And  live  upon  the  vapour  of  a  dungeon. 

Than  keep  a  corner  in  the  thing  I  love, 

For  others*  ufes.     Yet^  'tis  xlje  plague  pf  great  ones  j 

Prcrogativ'd  are  th^y  lefs  than  the  bafe  : 

'Tis  deftiny  unfliunnable,  like  death ; 

Even  then  this  *  forked  plague  is  fated  to  us, 

Whei>  we  do  quicken,     Defdemona  comes  ^  : 

Enier  Defdemona,  and  Emilia.    , 

If  (he  be  falfe,  O,  then  heaven  mocks  i?felf  !-r 
111  not  believe  it. 

J)ef.  How  now,  my  dej^r  Othello  ? 
Your  dinner,  and  the  generpus  iflanders  ^ 
By  you  invited,  do  attend  your  prefence. 

*  — forked  plague — ]     In  allufion  to  a  harhcd  or  forhd  arrow, 
which,  occe  infixed,  cannot  be  extraded.     Johnson. 

Or  rather,  the  forked  plague  is  the  cuckold's  horns,     Percy, 
Dr.  Johnfon  may  be  ri^^ht.     I  meet  with  the  fame  thought  in 
Middleton's  comedy  of,  A  Mad  fVorldmy  Mafie7%i6oS : 
*'  While  the  broad  arrow,  with  the  forked  Ixad^ 
*'  Mifles  his  brows  but  narrowly." 
Again,  in  Kin^  hear :  * —  though  the  fori  invade 
The  region  of  my  heart. — — — 
Mr,  Maione  fupports  the  explanation  of  Dr,  Percy,  by  the  fol- 
lowing paflage  in  Machin's  D/^m^  Knight^  1633  : 

?'  Women,  why  were  you  made  J  or  man's  affli<5tion  ? 
*'  You  devils,  ihap'd  like  an2;els,  throui^h  whbfe  deeds 
f  Our  j^r^r^^rtw^j  are  made  moft  vilible." 
Again,  from  larltoris  Neives  out  o/Purgatorie  :    '"  —  dub  the  old 
Squire  K  nigli  t  of  the  forked  order  J*     S  t  e  e  V  e  n  s . 

'  Dcjlkmn7ta  corner {\      Thus   the  quartos.     The  folio  reads: 
Look  nxjhere  Jhe  comes.'  Steevens. 

4  —  iijg  iienerous  (/landers']  Axh  the  iflanders  oi  rank^  dijlln^iptu 
So,  in  Meafure  for  Meafu^e: 

The  generous  and  graveft  citizens  ' 

Have  hent  the  gates. 
Generous  has  here  the  power  of  generofusy  L^t.     This  explana- 
tion, however,  may  be  too  particular.     Steevens. 

M  m  4  Otb. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


536  O    T    H    £    L    t    6, 

0/i.  I  am  to  blame. 

Bef.  Why  is  your  fpeech  fo  faint  ?  are  you  not  well? 

0th.  I  have  a  pain  upon  my  forehead  here. 

Def.  Why,  that's  with  watching ;  'twill  away  again  J 
Let  me  but  bind  it  hard^  within  this  hour 
It  will  be  well. 

Otb.  5  Your  napkin  is  too  little ; 

l^She  drops  her  bandkercbief. 
Let  it  alone.    Come,  Til  go  in  with  you. 

Dcf.  I  am  very  forry  that  you  are  not  well. 

[Eo^unt  Defd.  and  Ofk 

yEmil.  I  am  glad,  I  have  found  this  napkin ; 
This  was  her  firft  remembrance  from  the  Moor : 
My  wayward  hufband  hath  a  hundred  times 
Woo*d  me  to  fteal  it ;  but  (he  fo  loves  the  token^ 
(For  he  conjur'd  her,  (he  (hould  ever  keep  it) 
i'hat  (he  referves  it  evermore  about  her, 
To  kifs,  and  talk  to.     I'll  have  the  work  ta'en  out^ 
And  give  it  lago  : 

What  he'll  do  with  it,  heaven  knows,  not  1 5 
^  I  nothing,  but  to  pleafe  his  fantafy. 

En^er  lago. 

Jago.  How  now !  what  do  you  here  alone  ? 
Mmth  Do  not  you  chide  \  I  have  a  thing  for  you* 

'  Tour  napkin^  &c.]  Ray  fays,  that  a  pocket  handkerchief  5s  fo 
called  about  Sheffield  in  York/hire.  So,  in  Greene's  "Never  m. 
late^  1616  : 

"  I  can  wet  one  of  my  new  lockeram  napkins  with  weeping." 
Nafery  fignifies  linnen  in  general.     So,   in  Decker's  Honefi  Pfiortf 
1 65 J  :  **  -vr  prithee  put  mc  into  wliolfome  napery.^ 

Again,  in  Chapman's  Mq);Jqy^  i6n  :  "  Befides  your  munition 
of  manchet,  napery^  plates,  &c." 

Agaip,  in ///^^  P<jr/(r,  by  Shirley,  1637:  "  A  gentleman  that 
loves  clean  teapoy ^*     Naperia^  Ital.     Steevens. 

*  /  noihingy  but  to  pleafe  bis  faKta£f.'\  Thus  the  folio.  ThC 
quarto,  1622,  reads : 

I  nothing  4'Vcw  lutjor  his  jfantafy.     Stee'v|:ns« 

UzOk 
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%go.  You  have  a  thing  for  me  ?-»— it  is  a  commoo 
thing, 

J£mih  Ha  1 

lago.  To  have  a  foolilli  wife. 

£miU  O,  is  that  all  ?  What  will  you  give  me  ho^f 
For  that  fame  handkerchief? 

iagol  What  handkerchief?  , 

^«?//.  What  handkerchief? 
Why,  that  the  Moor  firft  gave  to  Dcfdenrona  J 
^That  which  fo  often  you  did  bid  me  fteal. 

lago.  Haft  ftolen  it  from  her  ? 

JEtniL  No ;  but  fhe  let  it  drop  by  negligence} 
And,  i  to  the  advantage,  I,  being  here,  took  it  up* 
Look,  here  it  is. 

lago.  A  good  wench ;  give  it  me. 

yEmil  What* will  you  do  with  it,  tljat  you  have 
t)een  fo  earneft 
To  have  me  filch  it  ? 

lago.  Why,  what  is  that  to  you  ?      [Snatching  it. 

jEmil.  If  it  be  not  for  fome'  purpofe  of  iojport. 
Give  it  me  again  :  Poor  lady  !  fhe'll  run  mad. 
When  (he  (hall  lack  it.. 

lago.  s  Be  not  you  known  on't ;  I  have  ufe  for  \u 
Go,  leave  me.  [Exit  jEmiL 

I  will  in  Caffio's  lodging  lofe  this  napkin. 
And  let  him  find  it:  Trifles,  light  As  air, 

'  '^— ^  ta  the  aJvantagCy  &c.]  I  being  cfftrtune^  here,  took  It  up* 

JOHNSOKv 

•  Be  notyou  known  on't ;]    Should  it  not  rather  be  read, 
J3e  notyou  known  in't  ? 
The  folio  reads, 

Be  not  unknown  on^t. 
I'he  fenfe  is  plain,  but  of  the  e^^preffion  I  i^oot  produ^r  any 
example.    Johnson. 
The  foIio  readsrr^ 

Be  not  ackxtTiVne  on*t. 
ferha^s  (fays  Mr.  Malone)  ackaown  wad  a  participial  adjeftive  fwtA 
the  verb  to  acknotJuIct^^e^^Do  not  ackno^k^^i  any  thirtg  of  tlu8 
jnaiter,    St  ee  yens* 
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Arc,  to  the  jealous,  cbnfirtnations  ftrong 
As  proofs  of  holy  writ.     This  may  do  fomethin^. 
The  Moor  already  changes  with  my  poifon :— , 
Dangerous  conceits  are,  in  their  natures,  poifonsi^' 
Which,  at  the  firft,  are  fcarce  found  to  diftaftc ;  - 
%ut,  with  a  Httle  aft  upon  the  blood. 
Burn  like  the  mines  of  fulphur.~I  did  fay  fo  :•— 

Enter  Otbellc. 

Look,  where  he  comci^  1  JSfot .  poppy,  9  nor  xnandnh 

gora, 
Npr  all  the  drpvffy  fyfups  of  the  world, 
»  Shall  ever  rped'cine  thee  to  that  fweet  fleep 

Which 

•  ■    '  nor  mandragora^  The  mandragoras  or  mandrake  has  s^ 

^  foporific  quality  and  the  ancients  ufed  it  when  they  warned  an  opiato 
'or  the  nioft  powerful  kind.'   So  AnL  andCleof.  Aft.  i,  §c.  6.  * 
**  —give  me  to  drink  mandragoray 
**  That  I  may  fleep  out  this  great  gap  of  time 
.  -  44  ]yjy  Antony  i$  away.*'  • 
*  *   So,  in  Hey  wood  V7<?w  ofmdUay  1653. 

*•  I  drank  of  poppy  and  cold  mandrakeyxx^t^ 
**  And  being  afleep,'*  &c. 
Again,  in  MuUaJfes  the  Turk^  1610  ; 

f^  Im4geK>fdeath»  ^nd  daughter  of  the  night, 
M  Siftei-  to'Lcthe,  all-oppreffing  (lecp, 
-  «<  Thou,  that  amongft  a  hundred  thoufahd  dreams, 
•'  Crowh'd  with  a  Wreath  of  viondrakesi  fit'ft  as  queen^ 
**  To  whom  a  million  of  care-clogged  fpul^ 
**  Lye  quaffing  juice  of  poppy  at  thy  feet, 
**  Relign  thy  ufurpation  !**     Steevens. 
*  •  Shall  ever  medicine  thee  to  that  fweet Jleepy 

Which  thou  \\2A^yefterda^.'\    The  old  quartq  readf , 
Which  thou  owtd^jf^erday. 
And  this  is  right,  and  of  much  greater  force  than  the  common  rc^d* 
ing :  not  to  fleep,  being  finely  called  defrauding  the  day  of  a  debt 
ofnature.    War  bur  ton. 

Wo  o^u^  is,  in  our  author,  oftener  tofioffe/s,  than  to  he  indebted 
and  fuch  was  its  meaning  here;  but  as  that fenfe  was  growmg  lefs 
ufual,  it  was  changed  unDeceiTarily  by  the  editors  to  ha^;  to  the 
feme  meaning,  more  intelligibly  exprefled.     Johnson.  . 
":      So  in  TheKcvenger^s  Tragedy y  by  Cyril  Tourneur,  i6o7  : 
f*  TheduVe  vny  father's  murder'd  by  the  vafljil 
f*  Who  o^Mc:i  this  habit."    .  •       '        ' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  MO  Oil  QF  ve;nice.     $3^ 

Which  thou  owMft  yefterday. 

Oib.  Ha  !  ha  I  falft  to  me  ?  to  me  ? 

Jago^  Why,  how  now,  general  ?  no  more  of  that. 

Ofb.  Avaunt  f  be  gone  !  thou  haft  fct  me  on  the 
rack :  — 
I  fwear,  'tis  better  to  be  much  jibus'd, 
Than  but  to  know*t  a  little. 

lago.  How  now,  my  lord  ? 

Oib.  What  fenfe  had  I  of  her  ftolen  hours  of  luft  *? 
J  faw  it  not,  thought  it  not,  it  harm'd  not  me : 

•   I  flept 

So  J  in.  Al^umazar,  x6io: 

*' Who  art  thau  ? — *• 

**  Th*  unfortunate  poffeflbr  of  this  houfc— 
**Thouly'ft,  bafc  fycophantj  my  worihip  owes  U.^    . 

SteevenS. 
«  What  finfe  had  /,  &c.]  A  fimilar  paifage  to  this  and  what  fol- 
lows it,  id  found  in  an  unfubliJbed  \X2^\*QQm^y  by  Thomas  Middk- 
ton,  called  The  Witch. 

**  I  fce'.e  no  eafe,  the  burthen's  not  yet  off 
**  So  long  as  the  abufe  fticl^s  in  my  knowledge. 
**  Oh,  'tis  a  paine  of  hell  to  kpow  one^s  (hame ! 
•*  Had  it  byn  hid  and  don,  it  had  ben  don  happy, 
**  For  he  that's  ignorant  lives  long  and  mciry.'** 
Again: 

*'  Had'ft  thou  byn  fecret,  then  had  I  byn  happy,    " 
**  And  had  a  hope  (like  man)  of  joics  to  come. 
*'  fJow  here  I  Hand  a  ftayne  to  my  creation, 
**  And,  v/hich  is  heavier  than  all  torments  to  me, 
*•  The  underftanding  of  this  bafe  adultery,  &c.*' 
This  is  utterM  by  a  jealous  huiband  who  fuppofes  himfelf  to  hart 
Wll  deftro/d  his  wife. — 
Again,  lago  fays: 

Dangerous  conceits,  &c.— v 

rwitli  a  little  act  upqn  the  blood 

Burn  like  the  mines  of  fulphur. 
Thus  Sehaftiatt^  in  Middleton's  play:- 


*'  When  a  fufped  doth  catch  once,  it  bumes  maynely.'* 
A  fcene  between  Francijla  and  her  brother  Antonio^  when  (he 
firft  excites  bisjealoufy,  haslikewife  feveral  cifcumftances  in  com« 
iBon  with  th^  dialogue  which  pailes  between  lago  and  Othello  on  the 
lime  fubjo5t. 

This  piece  contains  alfo  a  paifage  verv  flrongly  refembling 
another  in  Jfamlet^  who  fays : — •*  1  am  out  mad  north-north- 
.*         '  weft : 
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i  flept  the  next  night  well  %  was  free>  and  merry  j 
I  found  not  Cailio's  kilTes  on  her  lips : 
He  that  is  robb'd,  not  waiting  what  is  ftolenp 
Let  him  not  know  it,  and  he's  not  robb'd  at  alU 

Ifigo.  I  am  forry  to  hear  this. 

Otb.  1  had  been  happy^  if  the  general  camp, 
l^ioneers  and  all,  had  tailed  her.  fweet  body. 
So  I  had  nothing  known :  O  now,  for  ever, 
!)Farewel  the  tranquil  mind !  facewel  content ! 
JFarewel  the  plutned  troop,  and  the  big  wars. 
That  make  ambition  virtue !  O,  farewel ! 
#  Farewel  the  qei^hing  ftecd,  and  the  flirill  trump, 

The 

irefi:  when  the  wind  is  Southerly,  I  Icnow  a  hawk  fiioin  a  hand- 
iavv."— Thus,  Almachildei : — **  There  is  fqiiw  difercnce  betwixt 
.  snj  joviall  condition  and  the  lunary-flate  of  madnes.  I  am  not 
Quight  out  of  my  witts :  I  know  a  bawd  from  an  aqua-Titas  (hopi  a 
nrumpet  from  wild  fire,  and  a  beadle  from  brimflone.'* 

For  a  further  account  of  this  MS.  play,  fee  a  note  on  Mr.  Ma- 
lone*8  Atttnjpt  to  a/certain  the  order  in  ''MbicBjhe  pieces  of  ^^Mikeffeme 
nfjert  nKTitieu  .•— Article,  Macheth,      S  i"  t  e  y  E  n  s . 

^  I  Jlcpt  the  next  night  yicU,  ^Masfree  ^ad  meriy  (\  Thus  the 
guartos.     The  folio  reads : 

I  flept  the  next  ni|;ht  well,  fed  well ;  was  free  and  merry. 

Steeven^. 
♦  Faretvel  the  neigbingjiecd^  and  thejhriil  trump^ 

Thefpirit-flirring  drumyihe  EAR-PJERCiNG  jvfe^  Dr«  Warbur- 
ton  has'oifercd;^'tfry^r>fo^,  iox  fear-difperfivg.  But  ear-piercing  is  ai^ 
.  epithet  io  eminently  adapted  to  ihe^/9,  aad.fo  diftind  ftom  the 
ihr'illnefs  of  the  trumpet,  that  it  ceruiuly  ought  not  to  be  chaugod. 
Dr.  Warburton  has  been  cenfurcd  for  this  propofed  emendation 
with  more  noife  than  honeily^  for  he<lid  not  hirafelf  put  it  in  the 
tex^     Johnson. 

^he  jpirit'Jiirring  drumy  th*  ear-^pierciug  ^ey\  In  mentioning  the 
^/e  joined  with  the  drum^  Shake fpeare,  as  ufual,  paints  from  the 
iafe;  thofe  inltruraents  acjpompanying  each  other  being  ufed  in 
.his  ages  by  the  Engliih  foidiery.  The^/Z-,  however,  as  a  martial 
inftrument,  was  afterwards  'entirely  diicontinued  among  our  troops 
for  many  years,  but  at  length  revived  in  the  war  before  the  lall.  It 
is  commonly  fuppofed  that  our  i(>l(ll<?rs  borrowed  it  from  thf  High- 
landers in  the  hilt  rebellion :  but  I  do  not  knoyi:  that  thejj^-p  is  pe-; 
CUiIar  to  the  Scotch,  or  even  ufcd  at  all  by  them.  It  was  firft  ufcd 
withiu  ;hc  memory  oi'mi4namo;i«;  9ur  troops  h)  th^Britifh  guards,'by 
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Theijiirit-ftirring  drum,  the  ear-piercing  fife, 
The  royal  banner}  aiid  aU  quality. 

Pride, 

orcler  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  wfjfen  tliey  were  encamped  at 
Maeflricht,  in  the  year  t74.7»  and  thei^e  foon  ^opred  into  other 
Eo^A'TC^menti  of  intamry.  They  took  it  from  the  Allies  with 
whom  they  fervcd.  ^  This  inflrument,  accompanying  the  drura^ 
is  of  confiderable  antiquity  in  the  European  armies,  particularly  the 
Germiin.  In  a  curious  pi^ure  in  the  Aftimolean  Mufcum  at  Ox- 
ford, painted  1525,  reprefciiting-  the  fiege  of  Pavia  by  the  French 
king,  where  the  emperor  was  taken  prifocer,  we  ice^fis  and  Jrums* 
In  an  old  Engllfh  treatile  written  by  William  Garrard  before  1587, 
and  publiihed  by  one  captain  Hichcock  in  1591,  intitled  TJbe  Jrt  df 
IVarre^  there  are  feveral  wood  cuts  of  miUtary  evolutions,  in  which 
thfcfc  ioftruments  are  both  introduced.  In  I^me/s  Fwdtra^  m  « 
diary  of  king  Henry's  fiege  of  Bulloigne  1C44,  mention  is  madeof 
the  dromntes  and  *vjgUuf5  marching  at  the  head  of  the  king's  army, 
Tom.  XV.  p.  5*3.  • 

The  drum  zxAfife  were  alio  muoh  ufed  at  aacient  fcftivala,  (hews, 
and  proccilionsi  Gemfd'Letgh,  in  his  Accidence  ofArmorie^  printed 
in  1576,  defcribing  a  Chriftmas  magnificently  celebrated  at  the  Ip^ 
ner Temple,  fays,  ''We  entered  the  prince  his  hall,. where  anoqt 
•*  we  heard  the  noyfe  of  drum  and  jf/^,"  p.  119.  At  a  flately 
inarque.  on  Sbrove-Simday  15 10,  in  vv^hich  Henry  yill,  was  an 
a^or,  Holinfhed  mentions  the  entry  '•  o^  a  drum  and^^  ^ipparelled  ' 
**  in  white  damalke  and  grenc  boitnettes/'  Chron.  iii,  805.  col,  2. 
There  are  many  more  inllances  in  Kolinfhed,  and  Stowe's  Survey  of 
London. 

From  the  old  French- word  viffleuTy  above«cited,  came  the  Englifh 
word  ^Mhiffier^  which  anciently  was  ufed  in  it^  proper  lueral  fenfc. 
Strype,  fpeakingof  a  y,faBd  tilting  before  the  court  in  queen  Mary's 
reign  T5  514,  fa>s,  from  an  oid  journal,  that  king  Philip  and  the 
{E^naUengeis-  entered  the  lifts,  preceded  by  **  their  ivbifflers^  their 
**  footmen;  and  their  ariAourers."  Ecclef..IVlemor.iIi.  p.  2I1.  This 
explains  the  ufe  of  the  word  in  Shakelpcare,  where  ic  is  aifo  literally 
lijjplied.     Hen^  V,  Aci*  4.  Sc.  ult. . 

•«  _  behold  the  Britifh  beach 
*'  Pales  injthe  flood  with  men,  with  wives  and  boys, 
*'  Whofe  (bouts  and  claps  out- voice  the  deep-moutVd  fea, 
■    **  Which  like  a  mighfy  ii't'-jfier  'tote  the  king, 
•  *'  S^ems  tq  prepare  his  way/' 

By  degrees,  the  word  ^\m[ffler  hence  acquired  the  metaphorical 
meaning,  which  it  at  pre:ciit  obtains  in*  common  ipeech,  and  be- 
icathe'Jin  appellation  of  contempt,  IVhlffler^  a  light  uiv^ial  character, 
mffiloVJ  hired  to  pipe  at  proccjjions ,     \ V  a  R  x  o N, 
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Pride,  pompi  and  circilmftandc  of  glorious  wir  *  t 
And  O  you  mortal  engines,  ^  whoft  rude  throats 
The  immortal  Jove's  dread  clamours  counterfeit^ 
Farewel !  Othello's  occupation's  gone  I 

lago.  Is  it  poflible  ? — My  lord, — 

Otb.  Villain,  be  fure  thou  prove  tny  love  a  whore  | 
Be  fure  of  it ;  give  me  the  ociilir  probf ; 

[Catching  hoU  an  bim\ 
Or,  by  the  worth  of  mine  eternal  foul  % 
Thou  hadft  been  better  have  been  born  a  dog* 
Than  anfwer  my  wak'd  wrath. 

lago.  Is  it  fcome  to  this  ? 

Otb.  Make  me  to  fee  it;  or  (at  the  lead)  fo  prove  it^ 
That  the  probation  bear  no  hinge,  nor  loop. 
To  hang  a  doubt  on  :  or,  woe  upon  thy  life ! 

lago.  My  noble  lord,*-* 
i.  Otb.  If  thou  doft  (lander  her,  and  torture  me> 

Kever  pray  more  :  *  abandon  all  rcmorfe  j 

6il 

In  the  old  dramatic  piecc»  intitled  Wine^  Beery  Ak^  tmd  T06a€i$\ 
ad  edit.  1630.  Tobacco  ixf%  to  Beer : 

"  ——it  will  becooie  your  duty  to  obey  inc.*^ 
To  which  ffine  replies : 

"  You  our  fovcreign !  a  mere  n»h\fier!^ 
Again,  in  Ram-alley^  or  Mirry  Trioki,  1611 1 
*•  ♦—  he  was  known 
**  But  only  for  a  fwaggering  whifflerJ*     Stee  VEirs* 
5  Pride f  fompy  and  circumfiance  of  glorieps  w<«r/]     Sir  William 
JfJfvenant  does  not  appear  to  have  been  fcrupulous  of  adopting 
almofl  Shakefpeare's  own  words.    So»  in  A&^vine^  1629 : 
J  **  ^)\tTi  glorious  war^  ^ndi  2l\\  proud  circunf/lance 

;  «*  That  gives  a  foldier  noifc,  fir  evermore  farevdeU!* 

:  '  St££V£X94 

;  ,     '  • ivhofi  rude  throats]    So  Milton,  Pk  £.  Bt  6. 

-  **  From  thofe  deet^tbroated  cngineSj**  ice. 

The  quarto  ibii^  reads—**  whole  <:vr^  throats*    Steevems* 
7  —  mine  eternal  Jbul^']    Perhaps  the  quartOi  16129  more  ford* 
bly  reads : 

-^—  man*s  eternal  fouK 
Sh.ikelpeare  might  have  defigned  an  oppofition  between  man  asd 
dog.    Steevens 

^  o^  abandon  all  t^mork  \\     Remofjcy  fov  xcpcniSinQe. 

\VARfitJRT0N« 
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Oft  liorror*s  head  horrors  accumulate ;  '  ' 

Do  deeds  to  make  heaven  weep  *,  all  earth  amaz'd  i 
For  nothing  canft  thou  to  damnation  add. 
Greater  than  that. 

lago.  O  grace !    O  heaven  defend  me ! 
Arc  you  a  man  ?  have  you  a  foul,  or  fenfe  ? — 
God  be  wi*  you ;  take  mine  office. — O  wretched  fool. 
That  iiv*ft  '  to  make  thine  honefty  a  vice  ! — 

0  monftrous  world !  Take  note,  take  note,  O  world. 
To  be  diredt  and  honeft,  is  not  fafe. — 

1  thank  you  for  this  proBt ;  and,  from  hence, 
FU  love  no  friend  %  fith  love  breeds  fuch  offence. 

Oth.  Nay,  ftay :— Thou  fhould'ft  be  honeft. 

lago,  I  fliould  be,  wife ;  for  honcfty's  a  fool. 
And  lofes  that  it  works  for. 

Osb.  '  By  the  world, 
I  think  my  wife  be  honeft,  and  think  ihe  is  not; 
I  think  that  thou, art  juft,  and  think  thou  art  not;    ' 
ni  have  fome  proof:  Her  name,  that  was  as  frefli 
As  Dian's  vifagc,  is  now  begrimed  and  black 
As  mine  own  face. — If  there  be  cords,  or  knives, 
Poifon,  or  fire,  or  fuffocating  ftreams, 
I'll  not  endure  it. — ^^Would,  I  were  fatisfied ! 

lago.  I  fee,  fir,  you  are  eaten  up  with  paflion  j 
I  do  repent  me,  that  I  put  it  to  you. 
You  would  be  fatisfied? 

I  rather  think  it  is,  Lft  go  all  fcruplcs,  throw  afide  all  reftraints. 

Johnson. 
'  I  bdieve,  remorfi  in  this  inftanee,  as  in  many  others,  iignifies 
fiiy.    Steevens. 

•  Do  dfeds  to  make  heaven  'weep^']     So,  in  Meafure  for  Meqfurc: 

**  Playa  fuch  fantaftick  tricks  before  high  heaven 
*^  As  make  the ottgeb  nxjfep^     Steevens. 
»  That  liv*ft]     Thus  the  quarto.     The  ioiio-'that  Mft-^ 

•^  Steevens, 

•  m^fith — ]    The  word  anciently  ufed  inftead  of  ^»f^ ;  and  (• 
iIm quartos  read.     Steevens. 

\  ^thi  worlds  &c.]    This  fpeech  is  not  in  the  £r(l  edition. 

Pope. 
Otb. 
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Otb.  Would  ?  nay,  I  wilK 
lago.  And  may  5  But,  how  ?   how  fatisffed,  my 
lord? 
Would  you,  the  fupcrvifor,  grofsly  gape  on  ? 
Behold  her  tupp*d4? 

Otb.  Death  and  damnation !  O  [ 
lago.  It  were  a  tedious  difficulty,  I  think,. 
To  bring  'cm  to  that  profpedt  •.  Damn  them  thed^' 
If  ever  mortal. eyes  do  fee  them  bolfter. 
More  than  their  pwn !    What  then  ?  how  then  ? 
What  (hall  I  fay  ?  Where's  fatisfaaion  ? 
It  is  impoflible,  you  Ihould  fee  <his, 
«  Were  they  as  prime  as  goats,  as  hot  a$  monkeys^ 
As  fait,  as  wolves  in  pride,  and  foqls  as;  groTs 
As  ignorance  made  drunk.     But  yet,  I  fty. 
If  imputation,  and  ftrong  circumft^jices, — 
Which  lead  dircdriy  to  the  door  of  truth, — 
Will  give  you  fatisfaftion,  you  might  have  it. 
Otb.  ^  Give  me  a  living  reafon  that  lhe*$  dUlqya))^ 
lago^  I  do  not  like  the  office ;  . .   ^ 

But,  fith  I  am  entered  in  this  caufc  fo  far,— ^    • 
Prick'd  to  it  by  foolifti  hopefty,  and  love,— 
I  will  go  on,     I  lay  with  Caffiq  lately ; 
And,  being  troubled  with  a  raging  tooth, 
I  could  not  fleej). 

There  are  a  kind  of  men  fo  loofe  of  foul^ 
That  in  their  fleeps  will  mutter  their  affairs  j 
One  of  thi^  kind  is  CaHlo : 

•    ■♦  Behold  her  tupp'd  ?)    A  ram  in  StafFordffiirc  and  fashe  oAeft 
counties  is  called  a  tup.    So,  in  the  firfl  a6l : 

an  old  black  ram 

Is  tvpping  your  white  ewe.       Steevens. 
5  Wcte  tlje^  a4  prime  as  goa/s^-'^'\     Prime  is  prompt^  from  thq 
Celtic  or  Britifh /r/w.     Hanmer, 

So,  ill  the  roivBirniery  <)r  the  Faire  Maid  of  Clifton^  1636 : 
**  More  j&r//«r  than  goats  or  monlties  in  their  prides.**" 

SrEEVHHf. 
^  G'we  me  a  living  rcafc7p^'\     Liifing^   for  fpeaking^  mam- 
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In  fleep  I  heard  him  hy;— Sweet.  Defdembna^ 
Let  us  be  wary^  let  us  hide  our  loves  /" 
And  then,  fir,  would  he  gripe, ,  and  wring  my  hand  i 
Cry, — O  fweet  treature !  and  then  Jsifs  oie  hard> 
As  if  he  pluck'd  up  Jciflfes  by  the  roots^ 
That  grew'  upon  my  lips  :  then  lay  his  kg 
Over  my  thigh,  ahd  figh,  and  kifs;  and  then 
Cry, — Curjed/atel  that  gave  thee  to  the  Maor  ! 

Otb.  O  mbriftrdus  !  monftroiis  ! 

lago.  Nay,  this  was  but  his  drciam* 

Otb.  But  this  denoted  ^  a  foregone  conclufion  ; 
•  'Tis  a  fhrewd  doubt,  though  it  be  but  a  dream^ 

tago.  And  this  may  help  to  thicken  othcir  pfoofij' 
^hat  do  demonftrafe  thinly, 

Otb.  rU  tear  her  all  to  pieces* 

Iago\  Nay,  but  be  wife  t  9  yet  We  fee  nothing 
done; 
She  may  be  honcft  yet.    Tell  me  but  this,-^ 
Have  you  not  Ibmetimes  feen  a  handkerchief. 
Spotted  with  ftrawberries,  in  your  wife*s  hand  ? 

Otb.  I^ave  her  fuCh  a  one  ;  *twas  my  firft  gift. 

lago.  I  know  not  that :  but  fuch  a  handkerchief^ 
(I  am  fure,  it  was  your  wife's)  did  I  to-day 
See  Cafflb  wipe  his  beard  with* 

Otb.  If  it  bethat,-^ 
,  lago. .  If  it  be  that,  or  any,  if  ^twas  hers^ 
It  fpcaks  againft  her^  with  the  othef  proofs* 

Otb.  O,  that  the  (lave^  had  forty  \thoufand  lives  | 
One  is  too  pdOr,  too  weak  for  my  revenge ! 

i  mmm  afircgme  conclufion :]  Conclufony  for  faft* 

WAftBURTON* 

«  Othel.     ^Tis  ajbr^^ddouht^  &c.]  The  old  quarto  gives  thi« 
Une,  with  the  two  following,  to  lago  5  and  rightly. 

Warb^atok. 

i  think  it  more  naturally  fpoken  by  Othello,  who,  by  dwelling 
fo'long  upon  the  proof,  encouraged  lago  to  enforce  it,    Johhson. 

9 ^/  ^;^  fee  nothing  done ;  J  This  is  an  oblique  and  lecret  mock 

at  Othello's  faying,  G/w  me  the  ocular  trotf.    WAkit 

Vol.  X.  Nn  Now 
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» Now  do  I  fee  'tis  true. — Look  here,  lago  ; 

All  my  fond  love  thus  do  I  blow  to  heaven : 

*Tis  gone. — 

Arifc,  black  vengeance,  from  thy  »  hollow  cell ! 

Yield  up,  O  love/  thy  crown,  and  ^  hearted  throne. 

To  tyrannous  hate  I  4  fwell,  bofom,  with  thy  fraught^ 

»  New  do  I  fee  *iis  true, ]  The  old  quarto  reads, 

NoTM  do  I  fee  \is  time.— — 
And  this  is  Shakefpeare's,  and  has  in  it  much  more  ferce  and  fo- 
lemni^,  and  preparation  for  what  follows :  as  alluding  to  what  h« 
had  (aid  before : 

No,  lago  f 
^  77/  fee  Be/ore  I  douht^  when  IdmAt,  prove  ; 

Andy  on  the  proof,  there  is  no  more  hut  this^ 
Away  at  once  with  love  or  jeahuj^. 
This  time  was  now  come,     W  A  a  b  v  r  t  o  k. 

*  *— •  hollow  hell!]  This  is  a  poor  unmeaning  epitbet.  The 
old  quarto  reads, 

Arije  black  vengeance  from  thy  hollow  cell  I 
Which  the  editors  not  knowing  what  to  make  of,  altered  it  at  abore* 
It  (hould  be  read  thus  : 

Arlfe^  black  vengeance,  from  the  unhallowM  cell! 
Meaning  the  infernal  regions.     Warburton. 

TJje  hollow  hell  is  the  reading  of  the  folio*  I  do  not  perceive  that 
the  epithet  hollow  is  at  all  unmeaning^  whep  applied  t«  hell,  as  \% 
gives  the  idea  of  what  Milton  calls 

((  the  void  profound 

•*  Of  uneffential  night."    Steevens. 
3  ...-.  hearted  throne]  Hearted  throne  ia  iirange  nonfenfe.    The, 
old  quarto  reads, 

—  and  harted  throne : 
Which  the  editors  took  for  a  word  mlffpeU,  whereas  it  wai  a  word 
mifcalled.    We  (hould  read, 

Tieldup^  oh  love,  thy  crown  tf«^/ parted  throne  :  ^ 
u  e.  thy  throne  which  was  parted  between  me  and  Defderoona :  this 
prefents  us  with  a  fine  image.    The  union  of  Othello  and  Def- 
demona  was  fo  perfod,  that  love  divided  his  throne  between  them : 
which  he  is  now  bid  to  refume,  and  give  to  hatred. 

Warburton. 
Hearted  throne,  is  the  heart  on  which  thou  waft  enthroned. 
Parted  throne  has  no  meaning.    Johnson. 

lago  ufes  the  fame  word,  though  with  a  meaning  fomewhat  dif- 
finent :     **  —  My  caufe  is  hearted.^    Ste evens. 

4  ,^fmeU,  bofom^  &c.]  i.  e,  Jweil^  becaufe  the  fraught  is  of  poi- 
ibo.    Warsu&tqn. 

For 
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Jbr  Yis  of  afpicks*  tongues ! 

lago.  Pray,  be  content. 

Otb.  O,  blood,  lagb,  blood  !  ' 

laga.  Patience,  I  fey ;  your  mind,  perhaps,  may 
change. 

Otb.  Never,  lago  :  [5  Like  to  the  Pontic  fea, 
Whofc  icy  current  and  compulfive  courfe 
Ne'er  feels  retiring  ebb,  but  keeps  due  on 
To  the  Propontic,  and  the  Hellefpont ; 
Even  fo  my  bloody  thoughts,  with  violent  pace. 
Shall  ne'er  look  back,  ne'er  ebb  to  humble  love, 
'Till  that  a  capable  *  and  wide  revenge 
Swallow  them  up. — Now,  7  by  yond'marble  heaven,} 
In  the  due  reverence  of  a  facrcd  Vow        [He  kneels ^ 
I  here  engage  my  words, 

^  '^Like  iottie  Fontk  fea^  &c.]  This  fimile  Is  omitted  in  the 
firft  edition :  I  think  it  (hould  be  fo,  as  an  unnatural  excurfion  in 
this  place.     Pope. 

— •  L,ike  the  Pontic  fea^  Every  reader  will,  I  durft  fay,  abide  by 
Mr^  Pbpe*8  ccnfbrc  on  this  palTage.  Wlien  Shakefpcare  grew  ac- 
quainted with  fuch  particulars  of  knowledge,  he  made  a  difplay  of 
them  as  foon  as  opportunity  offered.  He  found  this  in  the  Second 
Book  and  97th  Chapter  of  Pliny's  Nat.  Hift,  as  tranflated  by 
Philemon  Holland,  1601 :  •*  And  the  fea  Pontus  evermore  fioweth 
and  runneth  out  into  Propontis,  but  the  fea  never  retireth  backe 
againc  within  Pontus.'* 

:  Mr.  Edwards,  in  his  MC  notes,  conceives  this  fimile  to  allude 
to  Sir  Philip  Sidney's  device,  whofe  imprefs,  Camden,  in  hii 
Remains 9   fays,  was  the  Cafpian   fea,   with  this  motto,  SIN£i 
REFLUXU.    Steevens. 
*  -»-d(  capable  and  wide  revenge 
Cafable]     Ample ;  capacious.     So,  in  As  you  like  it; 
The  cicatrice  and  capable  impreifure. 
-'•So,,  in  Fierce  Pennikfi  bis  Supplication  to  the  Devil^  by  Naihc, 
J  J95:     "  Then  belike,  quoth  I,  you  make  this  word,  Dasmon,  a 
Sizable  name,  of  Gods,  of  men,  and  of  devils.'*    Malon^e* 

7  —^^^»^  marble  heaven^"]  IxxSoUman  and  Ferfeda^  1^99,  X 
find  the  fame  expreflion : 

**  Now  by  the /»^r^  face  of  the. welkin,"  &c.  SrEEVSKSf 
'  So,  in  Martton's  Antonio  and  Mellida^  1602  : 

<♦  And  plcas'd  the  marhk  heavens."      Malone* 

N  n  2      .  la^^r 
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Tago.  Do  not  rife  yet.—  [Jago  kficdsi 

Witnefs,  you  ever-burning  lights  above ! 
You  elements  that  clip  us  round  about! 
Witnefs,  that  here  lago  doth  give  up 
The  execution  ®  of  his  wit,  hands,  heart. 
To  wrong'd  Othelb's  fervice  \  ^  let  him  command) 

And 

'  •  fStf  execution— ]    The  ix&  quarto  reads  «f4»Zfcwy. 

Steeveits. 
•  ■  ,  '     kt  him  command. 
And  to  ohey^  Jhall  he  in  wt  remorfe^ 

What  iloo^  bufinefs  ever.]  Thus  all  the  old  copies,  to  the  ma- 
nifeft  depravation  of  the  poet*s  fenlb.  Mf.  Pope  has  attempted  aft 
emendation,  but  with  his  old  luck  and  dacterity  ;  *         >       . 

Not  ^0  oheyy  Jhall  hi  in  me  remorje^  &c. 
I  ready  with  the  change  only  of  a  iingte  letter : 
Nor,  to  ohey^  Jhall  he  in  me  rem&rje^  kc. 
i.  e.  Let  your  commands  be  ever  fo  bloody,  remorfe  andcompafliot 
(ball  n6t  reftratn  Aie  from  6beying  themt'^  TH£bBALl>«'  "•-    ' 
^     m^-^-r-lM  him  command. 

And  to  oh^^  Jhall  he  in  me  remorfe. 

What  Ikdd^  hufinefs  ever.']  llius  the  old  copies  read,  but  evi- 
dently wrong.  Some  editions  read,  '.Mtf  to  oliyyonw\^^t\it 
editor  Mr.  Theobald  takes  occafion  to  alter  it  tp^\Ar#r  i)9v%;  and^ 
thought  bd  had  much  mended  matters.  But  he  miihxik  the:  found 
end  of  the  line  foe  the  conHipt ;  titid  lb  Irir  his  en^endadcm,  the 
deep-deiigning  lago  is  fooliflily'made  to  throw  ofF  his  dfaflc^-v^eii 
he>  had  :moft  occafion  for  itj^  and  without  any  provocatioa,*  ihuid 
before  his  captain  a  villain  confelTed  ;  at  a  ttine;  When,  for  thei* 
carrying  on  4i8  pk>t,  he  ihould  m^e  the  leaft  ^owof  it*  Fov 
thus  Mr.  Theobald  forces  him  to  {^y,  I  Jhall  have  noftmcrJtH  dy 
your  commands^  how  hlooefy  foefoer  the  ht^efs  he.  But  this  is  n<^ 
Shakcfpearc's  way  of  preferving  the  unity  of  charaSei-.  lago,  till' 
now,  pretended  to  be  one,  who,  though  in  th6  trade  of  war  he  had 
ilain  men,  yet  held  it  the  Very  ftuff  ofthe  can&ien6e  to  do  no  ton- 
trived  murder;  when,  of  a  fudden,  without  caxsic  or  oocafion,  he 
owds  himfelf  a  ruffian  without  remorfe^  Shake^eue  WMS  ujk 
pointed  the  pafTage  thus :        -  '    r 

■  ' Let  him  command^ 

AndtooheyJhaUheinme.    Rem  OR  d 
What  bloody  hujinejs  ever* 
ue*  however  the  bufinefs  he  lets  me  upon  may  fhock  myhoaottr 
and  humanity,  yet  I  promife  to  ^  through  wim  it,  and  obey  wiA- 
oucreierve*    Here  lago  fpeaks  in'  chara^r,  while  tke^  dAlCt  aa^ 
gnunoiar  are  made  better  by  it.    So  Skelton: 

'       .  A^ 
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And  to  obey  Ihall  be  in  me  remorfe. 

What 

Andiffi  him  fortune  to  ^X3rit€  andplaine^ 
Asfimetifnes  he  muft  vices  rcmorae# 
And  again: 

Squire 9  knight y  and  lor d, 
3%us  thechurche  remorde.  Warburtow. 
Of  thcfe  two  emendations,  I  believe,  Theobald's  will  have  the 
greater  number  of  fuffrages ;  it  has  at  leafl:  mine.  The  objeftion 
againd  the  propriety  of  the  declaration  in  Iago,is  a  cavil ;  he  does 
not  fay  that  he  has  no  principle  of  remorfe,  but  that  it  fhall  not 
operate  againfl  Othello  s  commands.  7o  oh^Jhall  he  in  mt^  for  / 
H»iU  obey  you^  is  a  mode  of  expreffion  not  worth  the  pains  here 
taken  to  introduce  it ;  and  the  word  remorde  has  not  in  the  quo- 
tation the  meaning  of  imthhold^  or  make  relu^ant^  but  of  reprove^ 
or  cenfure ;  nor  do  I  know  that  it  is  ufed  by  any  of  the  contem* 
poraries  of  Shakefpeare. 

I  will  oifer  an  interpretation,  which,  if  it  be  received,  will  make 
alteration  unnecellary,  but  it  is  very  harfh  and  violent.  lago 
devotes  himfelf  to  wronged  Othello,  and  fays,  Let  him  fomfnand 
nvhatever  bloody  hujinefs^  and  in  me  it  (hall  be  an  a6t,  not  of  cruelty, 
but  of  tendernefsy  to  obey  him ;  nOt  of  malice  to  others,  but  of 
jendemefs  for  him.  If  this  fenfe  be  thought  too  violent,  I  fee 
nothing  better  than  to  follow  Pope's  reading,  as  it  is  improved 
by  Theobald.    Johnson. 

"  Let  him  command^ 

And  to  oheyjhali  be  in  me  remorfe^ 

What  bloody  ixjorkfocver^l     Mr.  Upton,  in  his  Critic*  Oh* 
firvm  p.  20Q,  propofes  to  read  : 

And  to  obeyjhall  he  in  me  no  remorfe» 
This  reading  the  aurhor  of  The  Revifal  approT^es ;  and  Mr, 
Edwards  feems  to  acquiefce  in  that  of  Theobald. 

The  different  emendations  of  different  commentators  are  laid 
b(^ore  the  public  for  its  determination  on  their  merits;  and  I 
believe  the  prefent  one,  who  is  to  throw  in  his  conjcdure  with  the 
wft,  may  fay  at  lall  with  Deiphobus, 

'■  explebo  numerwn^  reddarque  tenebris* 
lago  offers,  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  to  rilque  himfelf  for  the 
iervice  of  Othello.  Let  him  commandy  fays  he,  whatever  bhotfy 
hufinefsy  and  the  remorje  that  follows  the  perpetration  of  fuch  a  deed 
(hall  be  entire}^  n^  own.  It  (hall  be  remorje  in  me^  in  me  alone,  I 
not  only  undertake  to  execute  the  bloody  part  of  the  bufinefs,  but 
likewtfe  take  upon  myfelf  the  horrors  of  remorje  infeparable  from 
the  a£tion«  lago  makes  ufe  of  this  fpectous  ai^ument,  the  better 
tto  prevail  on  Othello  to  entrufl  the  murder  to  his  hands. 
After  all|  I  believe  Dr.  Johnfon's  interpretatioa  to  be  th^  befl:; 
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What  bloody  work  foevcr », 


Otbl 


and  can  only  claim  the  noerit  of  fupporting  his  fenfe  of  the  word 
remorfe^  i.  e.  pity^  by  the  following  inftances. 

Thus,  in  Meafurefir  Meajure^  Aft  21  '      . 

But  you  might  do't,  and  do  the  world  no  wrongs 
If  fo  your  heart  was  touch'd  with  that  remorjk 
As  mine  is  to  him* 
Again,  A6tc: 

My  Merly  remorfe  confutes  mine  ho^iour. 
And  I  did  yield  to  him. 
Again,  in  JuUw  Cajary  Aft  2  s 

The  abufe  of  greatnefs  is,  when  it  disjoins 
Remorfe  from  power. 
In  Lord  Surreys  Tranjlation  of  the  /^h  jEneid^  Dido  feys  to  hct* 
itfter:     "  Sifter  I  crave  ihou  have  remorfe  of  me.'*. 

Again,  in  King  Edward  111,  15999  that  Prince  fpeaking  to  th< 
citizens  of  Calais : 

*•  But  for  yourfelves,  look  you  for  no  remor/eJ*. 
Again,  in  SirCfyomon  Knight  of  the  Golden  Shield^  '599  • 

**  Who  taketh'  no  remorfe  of  womankind.'* 
Again,  in  Sir  John  Oldcafile^  1 600  : 

**  Here  ft  and  I  craving  no  remorfe  at  all.**, 
I  could  add  many  more  inftances,  but  ftiall  content  myielf  to  ob« 
ferve  tkit  the  fentiment  ^i  lago  bears  no  fmall  reicmbknce  to  that 
of  Arviragus  in  Cymheline: 

"  I'd  let  a  parifti  of  fuch  Clotcns  blood, 
•*  And  praife  myfelf  for  charity,**         St e evens. 
If  I  am  not  deceived,  this  paiiage  has  been  entirely  miihkeni 
I  read: 

"  Let  him  command. 
'*  An*  to  obey  ftiall  be  in  me  remorfe, 
••  What  bloody  buiinefs  ever— '* 
And  for  if\%  fufiiciently  common':    and  Othello* s  inipatienc6 
breaks  off  the  fentence;   I  think,  with  additional  beauty. 

Farmer, 
Before  I  faw  Dr.  Joluifoii's  edition  of  Shakefpeare,  my  bpinioa 
of  this  paftage  was  formed,  and  written,  and  thus  Tunderftood  it: 
•*  Let  him  command  any  bloody  bufuicfs,  and  to  dbey  fliall  be  in 
me  an  aft  of  pity  and  compaffion  for  wrong'4  Othello.  Remorfe 
frequently  fignifies  pity,  mercy,  compaffion,  or  a  tendemefs  of 
heart,  unattended  with  the  ilings  of  a  guilty  confcience^    So,  ia 

^ , . . __^ , ^ 

^  What  hloody 'work  foever.l     So  the  quartos.    Xhcfolio; 
What  bloody  ^/^2(it^  «;^,        Steevens.  ' 
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Otb.  I  greet  thy  love. 
Not  with  vain  thanks,  but  with  acceptance  bounteous. 
And  will  upon  the  inftant  put  thee  to*t : 
Within  thefe  three  days  let  me  hear  thee  fay. 
That  Caffio's  not  alive. 

Ia£<?.  My  friend  is  dead  j  'tis  done,  at  your  requeft : 
But  let  her  live. 

O^h.  Damn  her,  lewd  minx !  O,  damn  her  I 
Come,  go  with  me  apart ;  I  will  withdraw. 
To  furnifli  me  with  fome  fwift  means  of  death 
JFor  the  fair  devil.    Now  art  thou  my  lieutenant. 

Ja^o.  I  am  your  own  for  ever,  [Exeunt. 

SCENE        IV. 

Another  apartment  in  the  caftk. 
Enter  Defiemona^  JEmiUa^  and  Clcwn^ 

T>ef.  Do  you  know,  firFah,  where  lieutenant  Caffio 

lies? 
Clown.  I  dare  not  fay,  he  lies  any  where. 
JDef.  Why,  man  ? 

Clown.  He  is  a  foldier ;  and  for  me  to  fay  afoldier 
lies,  is  ftabbing. 

j^efj  Go  to  ^  Where  lodges  he  ? 

The  Two  Gentlementf  Verona^  Ad  4.  Sc.  3.  thecrimelefsEglamour 
if  called  remorfrfuU.    So,  in  King  Richard  III,  A€t  3.  Sc.  7. 
*^  As  well  we  know  your  tendernefs  of  heart, 

And  gentle  kind  effeminate  remorfe^ 
Again,  in  King  Lear^  Ail  4.  Sc.  2  : 

A  f^rvant,  that  he  bred,  thriil'd  with  remorfi^ 

Oppos'd  againft  the  a6t 
Here  the  fcrvant  had  committed  no  previous  crime,  but  touched 
with  pity  and  cortpallion  for  Gloucefter's  fufferings  oppoi'ed  the  , 
aggravation   of  them.     So,  in   Holinftied's   Conquefi  of  Ireland^ 
p.  13.    **  to  have  remorje  and  compaffion  upoji  others  diftrefles;" 
and  in  the  dedication,  **  to  have  regard  and  remorje  to  your  faid 

H  0  4  Clown. 
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Clown.  To  tell  you  *  where  he  lodges,  is  to  tell  you 
where  I  lie. 

Def.  Can  any  thing  be  made  of  this  ? 

Clown.  I  know  hot  where  he  lodges ;  and  for  mo 
to  devife  a  Ipdging,  and  fay — he  lies  here,  or  he  lies 
there,  were  to  lie  in  mine  own  tliroat; 

Def.  Can  you  enquire  him  out  ?  and  be  edify 'd  by 
report  ? 

^  Clowtf.  I  will  catechize  the  world  for  him ;  that 
is,  make  queftions,  and  make  them  anfwer. 

Def.  Seek  him,  bid  him  come  hither :  tell  him,  I 
have  mov'd  my.  lord  in  his  behalf,  and  hope,  all  will 
be  well. 

Clown.  To  do  this,  is  within  the  compafs  of  man's 
wit  5  and  therefore  I  wUl  attempt  the  doing  of  it. 

[Exit; 

Def.  Where  ibould  I  lofe  that  handkerchief,  iEmi^ 
lia? 

yEmih  I  know  not,  madam. 

Def.  Believe  me,  I  had  rather  have  loft  my  purfe 
Full  of  4  cruzadoes :  And,  but  my  noble  Moor  ' 
Is  true  of  mind,  and  made  of  no  fuch  bafenefsi 
As  jealous  creatures  are,  it  were  enough 
To  put  him  to  ill  thinking. 

jEmil.  )s  he  not  jealous  ? 

Def.  Who,  he?  X think,  the  fun,  where  he  wat 
born. 
Brew  all  fuch  humours  from  him^ 

^   *  To  tellyouy  &c.]    This  and  the  follgwing  fpeech  arc  wanting 
jn  the  firft  quarto.    Steevens. 

5  Clown.  /  will  catfc/jize  the  world  fir  him ;  ibat  is^  make  queJUons^ 
and  hy  them  anfwer.']  This  Ckwn  is  a  fpol'  to  fome  pqrpofe.  He 
was  to  gofeek  for  one;  he  fays,  he  will  aiik  for  him,  and  by  his 
oivn  queftions  make  anfwer.  Without  doubt  we.  diould  read,  and 
•bid  them  attpwer  j  i.  e.  the  world ;  thofe  whom  he  queftions. 

Warburtok, 

♦  -7-  eruTiodoes :'^'\  A  Portugueze  coin,  in  value  three  (hilling 
jterlinsr.    Grey,      .  ■     ^ 

§9  ^1^  ^Qiq  tl^  crpfi  ftam{>ed  upon  it.    JouNSpN, 
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JEmil  Look,  where  he  comes. 
J)ef.  I  will  not  leave  him  now,  'till  Caiilo  be 
Call'd  to  him.— How  is  it  ivith  you,  my  lord  \ 

Enter  Otkello^ 

Gtb.  Well,  my  good  lady :— [4*<^,]  O,  hardnefi 
to  diflemble! — 
How  do  yom  Deldemona  ? 
Def.  Well,  my  good  lord. 
Otb.  Give  me  your  hand :  This  handis  moift,  my 

lady, 
pef.  It  yet  hath  felt  no  age,  not  known  no  for-^ 

row. 
Otb.  This  argues  fruitfulnefs,  and  liberal  heart  ;-^ 
Hot,  hot,  and  moift :  5  This  hand  of  yours  requires  j 
J^  fequeftcr  from  liberty,  falling  and  prayert 
Much  cailigation,  exercife  devout; 
For  here's  a  young  and  fweating  devil  here. 
That  commonly  rebels.    'Tis  a  good  hand^ 
A  frank  one. 

Def.  You  may,  indeed,  fay  (b ; 
For  'twas  that  hand  that. gave  away  my  heart. 
Otb^  A  liberal  hand :  ^  The  hearts,  of  oU,  gave 
hands ; 
But  our  new  heraldry  is — hands,  not  hearts. 

Def. 

5  Hot^  hot^  and  moift  f]    Ben  Jonfon  feems  to  hare  attempted  s 
ridicule  on  tkis  pailage,  in  Evety  man  out  of  his  Humour^  h£k.  5. 
Sc  2.  where  Sogliardo  fays  to  ^violina  :     **  How  doe«  my  fweet 
Lady?  hotandmoifif  beautiful  and  luily  ?**    Steevens, 
*  —  7>&tf  fxartSj  of  oU^  garoe  hands ; 

But  our  new  heraldry  is  handsy  not  hearts."]    It  Is  -  endcnt 
that  the  firft  line  ihould  be  read  thus, 
The  hands  ^  old  gave  hearts : 
Qtherwife  it  would  be  no  reply  to  the  preceding  words, 

Bor  *tw^s  that  hand  that  gave  ofwqy  my  heart : 
Not.fo.  fay*  her  huiband  :  T^  hands  efold  indeed  gave  hearts ;  httt 
the  cujiom  now  is  to  give  hands  without  hearts.    The  expreiiion  ..of 
.^^  herald^  was  a  (atirical  alluiion  to  the  times.    Soon  after 

Jamas 
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Def.  I  cannot  fpeak  of  this.    Come  now,  your 

promifc. 
Otb.  What  promife,  chuck  ? 
Def.  I  have  fent  to  bid  Caflio  come  (peak  with  you; 

James  the  Firft  came  to  the  crown,  he  created  the  new  dignity  of 
aronets  for  money.  Amongfl  their  other  prerogatives  of  ho* 
Hour,  they  had  an  ad(Ktion  to  their  paternal  armsj  of  a  hand  gules 
in  an  efcutcheon  argent.  And  we  are  not  to  doubt  but  that  this 
was  the  m4u  herakky  alluded  to  by  our  author :  by  which  he  in< 
finuates,  that  fome  then  create4  had  J!?ands  indeed,  but  not  J!?earU  ; 
that  is,  mcfiey  to  pay  for  the  creatioHf  but  no  virttte  to  purchafe  the 
ionottr.  But  the  fineft  part  of  the  poet's  addrefs  in  this  allufion^ 
is  the  compliment  he  pays  to  his  old  miftrefs  Elizabeth,  For 
James's  pretence  for  raiung  money  by  this  creation,  was  the  re*> 
dudiion  of  Ulfler,  and  other  parts  of  Ireland ;  the  memory  of 
which  he  would  perpetuate  by  that  addition  to  their  arms,  it  being 
fhe  arms  of  Ulfter.  Now  the  method  ufed  by  Elizabeth  in  the 
reduction  of  that  kingdom  was  fo  different  irom  this,  the  dignities 
(he  conferred  being  on  thofe  who  employed  their  ^^^/,  and  not 
their  gold  in  this  fervice,  that  nothing  could  add  more  to  her 
glory,  than  the  Wing  compared  to  her  fucceiTor  in  this  point  of 
▼iew :  nor  was  it  uncommon  for  the  dramatic  poets  of  that  time 
to  fatirize  the  ignominy  of  James's  reign.  So  Fletcher,  in  T/je  Fair 
JAaid  of  the  Inn.  One  fays,  /  ^ill/end  thee  to  Amhoyna  in  the  Eafi 
Jndies  far  pepper.  Tbe  other  replies,  To  Amhoyna?  Jo  I  might  Se 
pepper  d.  Again,  in  the  fame  play,  a  failor  fays,  Defpife  not  this 
pitched  canvas^  the  time  was  we  have  known  them  Uned  «u;it/j  Spanijb 
ducats.    Warburton. 

The  hift9rical  obfervation  is  very  judicious  and  acute,  but  of  the. 
emendation  there  is  no  need.  She  fays,  that  her  hand  gave  away 
her  heart.  He  goes  on  with  his  fufpicion,  and  the  hand  which  he 
^lad  before  called  Jranh^  he  now  terms  liberal;  then  proceeds  to  re- 
mark, that  the  batid  was  former^  given  by  the  heart  \  but  now  it  nci- 
fher  gives  it,  nor  is  given  by  it.     Johnson. 

—  our  new  heraldry,  5^c.J  I  believe  this  to  be  only  a  figurative' 
expreffion,  without  the  leafl  reference  to  King  James's  creation  of 
l>arone;s.  f  ^^  abfurdity  ot  making  Othello  fo  familiar  with 
Britilh  heraldry,  the  utter  want  of  confiftency  as  well  as  policy  in 
any  fneer  of  Shakefpearc  at  .t|ie  bad^e  of  honours  inftituted  by  a 
Prince  whom  on  all  other  occafions  he  was  felicitous  to  flatter, 
and  at  whofe  a)urt  this  very  piece  was  acfl^d  in  i6i 3,  very  ftrongly 
ificline  me  to  quellion  the  propriety  of  £)r.  W^burtocC^  hiflorical 
explanation.    Steevens. 
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Otb.  I  have  a  7  falc  and  fuUen  rhe^m  oflisnds  mc; 
Lend  njc  thy  handkerchief. 

Def.  Here,  my  lord, 

Otb.  That  which  I  gave  you. 

Bef.  I  have  it  not  ^bout  me. 

Otb.  Not  ? 

Vff.  No,  indeed,  my  lord. 

Otb.  That  i$  a  fault :  That  handkerchief 
Did  an  ^Egyptian  to  my  mother  give : 
She  was  a  charmer,  and  could  almoft  read 
The  thoughts  of  people :   fhe  told  her,  while  Ihf 

kept  it, 
n^would  rnake  her  amiable,  and  fubdue  my  father 
Intirely  to  her  love ;  but,  if  fhe  loft  it. 
Or  made  a  gift  of  it,  my  father's  eye 
Should  hold  her  loathly,  and  his  fpirits  (hould  hunt 
Aftei-  new  fancies :  She,  dying,  gave  it  me; 
And  bid  me,  when  my  fate  would  have  me  wivc^ 
To  give  it  her.     I  did  fo  :  and  take  heed  on% 
Make  it  a  darling  like  your  precious  eye ; 
To  lofe*t,  or  give't  away,  were  fuch  perdition^ 
^s  nothing  elfe  could  match. 

Def,  Is  it  poflible  ? 

Otb.  'Tis  true ;  thcre*s  magic  in  the  web  of  |t: 
A  fibyl  •,  that  had  ^  numbered  in  the  worjd 

f  ^^^fak  and  fony  rheum-^"]     The  old  quarto  has, 
...   ''/ah  and fullen  rheum 
That  is,  a  rheum  ohjiinatel^  troublefome.     I  think  this  bettOF, 

Johnson* 
•  A  fyj^  &€•]    This  circumfiance  perhaps  is  imitated  by  Bcft 
hniba  in  the  Sad  Shepherd: 
f    ■      «*  A  Gy pfan  Jfdy,  and  a  right  beldame, 

*'  Wrought  it  by  moon^ihine  for  me,  and  fiar-Iight,  ^c.** 

Steevews. 
I  t^  number  d 

The jna  to  courje--^^']    i.e.  numbered  the  fun*8  courTes;  . 
badly  cxprefled.    Warburton. 

The  cxpreflion  is  not  very  infrequent :  we  fay,  7  counted  the  clock 
So  fixi^  fi^^  y  ^^  ^^  numher\d  the  fun  to  courje'^  to  run  /w^  hundred 
ijBfmpyfes^  two  hundred  annual  circuits.    Jo^NSOif* 
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fht  fun  to  courfc » two  hundred  compaflcs. 
In  her  prophetic  fury  few*d  the  wotk : 
The  worms  were  hallow'd,  that  did  bfeed  the  iRlk  ; 
*  And  it  was  dy'd  in  murattiy,  which  the  Ikilful 
ConfervM  of  maidens*  hearts  K 

Def.  Indeed  !  is  it  true  ? 

O/A.  Moft  veritable ;  thefrrfore  look  to  it  welL 

Def.  Then  VouH  to  heavcA,  that  I  had  never  fteri  it! 

Otb.  Ha  !  whcrcferre  ? 

Def.  Why  do  you  (peak  fb  ftartingly  and  4  raft  ? 

Otb.  Is  it  l6ft  ?  is  it  gone  ?  fpeak,  is  it  out  of  the 
way? 

Def  Hcaivcn  blefs  usr! 

Otb.  Say  you? 

Def.  It  is  not  loft  i  But  what  an  if  it  were  ? 

Otb.  Ha! 

Def  I  fay,  it  is  not  loft; 

Qtb.  Fetch  it,  let  me  fee  it. 

Def.  Why,  fo  I  can,  fir>  but  I  vfrill  not  now : 
This  is  a  trick,  to  put  me  from  my  fuit ;' 
I  pray,  let  Caffio  be  received  ^ain. 

*  —  /tf  courfo— ]    The  firft  quarto  reads,  *--t6  make-^ 

Steevens. 

*  Aftditwas  d^d  in  mummy,—]  The  balfaraic  liquor  ran- 
ning  from  mummies  was  formerly  celebrated  for  its  anti-epileptic 
virtues.  We  are  now  wife  enough  to  know,  that  the  qualities 
afcribed  to  it  are  alf  imaginary;  and  yet  I  have  been  inforiped, 
that  this  fanciful  medicine  ftill  holds  a  place  in  the  flippy  whcnj 
drugs  are  fold.  So,  in  7*^^  Bird  inaCage^  by  Shirleyi  1^335 
**  —  make  mumfn^  of  my  flefh  and  fell  me  to  tic  apothecaries.'* 

"  'Again,  in  The  Honeft  Lovoyer^  1616  ; 

"  That  I  might  tear  their  flefh  inmamocks,  raife 
"  IVfy  loffes,  from  their  carcafes  tufn'd  mrnnn^^* . 

St££vens, 
3  ^  which  tbejkilfid 
Conferv*d  of  maidens^  bearts.'\    Thus  the  folio.     The  quart* 

reads with  thejiilful 

Qnt/erves  &cc.  St  e  E  VE  N  s. 

*  — r<?/i?]    Itvehemnt^vioknt^    John?QN» 
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Ctb.  E*ctch  me  that  handkerchief:  my  mind  mifr 
gives* 

Ik/.  Cortic,  come; 
You*ll  never  meet  a  more  fufficient  njiin* 

Otb.  The  handicerchief,— 

Jkf  I  pray,  ta}k  nie  of  CafEo  s.  > 

Ctb.  The  h^dkerchiefi— 

D^f.  A  man  that,  all  his  tii^c^ 
Hath  founded  his  good  fortunes  on  ycflij  love; 
Sj^r'd  dangers  vyitfi  you ; — 
'  Oib!  The  hajjl^kprchicf, — 

Def.  Infooth,  you  are  to  blame» 

Olb.  Away!  lEmtOib^Ht^ 

jEmiL  Is  n^ot  this  noan  jealous,? 

Def.  I  ne'er  faw  this  b^fofe. 
Sure,  there's*  fome  wpnder  in  thjis^hjaAdkwchKJf : 
I  am  m'oft  unhappy  in  the  lofs.of  it. 

jEmil.  ^  Tis  not  a  year  of  two^fl^ws  U9  a  VMn^ 

'  I  fray  talk  me  ef  CaJfU,']     This  and  the  foUouring  ihptt  fpcech 
are  omitted  in  all  ancient  editions  but  the  firfi:  quarto.    Steeven^*^ 

•  '7/j  not  dyfar  or  two  Jhews  «jf  a  man.:\    From  this  11  w,  it;» 
nay  be  conjectured,  that  the  author  intended  the  action  x)f  this  pl4)i( 
tq  be  coniidered  as  longer  than  is  marked  by  any  note  of  time.' 
Since  their  anival  at  Cyprus,  to  which  they  were  hurried  on  their 
wedding-nighty  the  fable  feems  to  havq  be^ a  iA.0j(;(e,.cootiiK^a]j>rf - 
grefs,  nor  caiil  fee  any  vacuity  into  which-  2^ year  or  two^  or  evea 
a^ns(^nth  or  two,  could  be  pu.t«    On  the  night  of  Othello's  arjciY^Jf.* 
a'feah  was  proclaimed ;,  at  that  feafl  Caffio  was  degraded^  and  im- 
jriediatcly  applies  to  Defdempna  to  get  him  reflored. '  lago  indeed., 
advifes  Qtl^ello  to  hold  him  off  a  wImIc,  but  there  is  no  reafon  to 
tbink^  that  he  has  been  hel4  pflf  longp    A  Jittte  lon^r.  inverial 
would  increaie  the  probability  of  the  f^ory,  though  it  mig)it  violate 
the  rules  of  the  drania.    See  Ad^.;.  Sc.  2.    Johnson* 
'  This  line  has  no  reference  to  the  duratioi>  of  the  a£tion  of  tUs 
play,  or  to  the  length  of  time  that  Defdempna  had  been  married* , 
What  Emilia  fiiys,  is  a  fort  of  proverbial  remark,  of  general  ap- 
plication, where  a  definite  time  is  put  for  an  indefinite*    Befidos* 
there  is  no  neceffity  for  fixing  the  commencement  of  Emilia's j^^r 
,   0r^twOf  to  the  time  9f  the,  marriage,  or  the  opening  of  the  piecc#r 
She  would  with  more  propriety  refer  to  the  beginning  of  t)ie  ac-^ 
((uaintance  and  intimacy* between  the  married  couple,  which  might 
^Qcteod  beyond  tW period.    Stee yens, 

'"  3  .  They 
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They  arc  all  but  ftomachs,  and  we  all  but  food  t 
They  eat  us  hungerly,  and,  when  they  arc  full. 
They  belch  us.   Look  you!  Caffio,andmy  bufbarid. 

Enter  lago,  and  CaJ/h. 

lago.  There  is  no  other  way ;  *tis  flie  muft  do't  i 
And,  lo,  the  happinefs !  go,  and  importune  her. 

Def.  How  now,  good  Caffio  ?  what's  the  news  with 
you? 

Caf.  Madam,  my  former  fuit :  I  do  befeech  yoo^ 
That,  by  your  virtuous  means,  I  may  again 
Exift,  and  be  a  member  of  his  love. 
Whom  I,  with  all  7  the  duty  of  my  heart, 
Intirely  honour;  I  would  not  be  delayed': 
If  my  offence  be  of  fuch  mortal  kind. 
That  neither  fervice  paft,  nor  prefent  forrowiJ| 
Nor  purposed  merit  in  futurity. 
Can  ranfom  me  into  his  love  again, 
•  But  to  know  fo  miift  be  my  benefit ; 
So  fhall  I  clothe  me  in  a  forc'd  content, 
5  And  fliut  myfelf  up  in  fome  other  courfC| 
To  fortune's  alms. 

tef4 

'  ^  •^tli  office  efti^  beart^l    The  elder  quarto  read$,    , 

the  duty  efn^  heart. 

The  author  ufed  the  more  proper  word,  and  then  /;:hanged  if^  I 
fuppofe,  for  fa(hionable  di£tion ;  but,  as  fafhion  is  a  very  weA  * 
prote6b:efs,  the  old  word  is  now  ready  to  refume  its  place. 

JoHNSbir*' 

•  But  to  know  fi^  mufi  he  fny  henejit,'] 

**  Si  ncqueo  placidas  affari  Caeiaris  aures,  , 

**  Saltern  aliquis  veniat,  qui  mihi  dicat,  abi.**      JohnsoiT. 

•  jtfWfhoot  tn^fey^up         ]     This  is  the  reading  of  one  of  tbf 
cftrly  quartos.    The  folio,  and  all  the  modern  editions,  have. 

And  ^VX  myfelf  up  ""—^     ^   JoHNSON. 
The  quarto  1630  (like  the  fojio)  reads, 
And  (hut  myfelf  up  — 
r  Cannot  help  thinking  this  reading  to  be  the  true  one.    The  Tde^* 
fcems  taken  from  the  confinement  of  a  monaftic  life.    The  words, 
forced  content^ \it\2  to"  confirm  the  fup^wfitioa.    The  rocaniog  will 

tbcrcforr' 
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Def.  Alas!  thrice-gentle  Caffio, 

My  advocation  is  not  now  in  tune ; 

My  lord  is  not  my  lord ;  nor  fhould  I  know  him, 

Were  he  »  in  favour,  as  in  humour,  altered. 

So  help  me  every  fpirit  fanftified. 

As  I  h^ve  fpoken  for  you  all  my  beft ; 

And  ftood  *  within  the  blank  of  his  difpleafure,' 

For  my  free  fpeech  !  You  muft  a  while  be  patient; 

What  I  can  do,  I  will ;  and  more  L  will. 

Than  for  myfelf  I  dare  ;  let  that  fufficc  you. 
lago.  Is  my  lord  angry? 
^mil  He  went  hence  but  now, 

And,  certainly,  in  ftrange  unquietnefs. 

lago.  Can  he  be  angry  ?  I  have  feen,  the  cannon 
When  it  hath  blown  his  ranks  into  the  air ; 
And,  like  the  devil;,  from  his  very  arm 
PufPd  his  own  brother ; — And  can  he  be  angry? 
Something  of  moment,  then  :  I  will  go  meet  him  j; 
There's  matter  in*t  indeed,  if  he  be  angry.      [^ExiL 
.Def.  I  pr^ythee,  do  fo. — Something,  fure,  of  ftate,— - 
Either  from  Venice ;  or  '  fome  unhatch'd  pradice. 
Made  dcmonftrable  here  in  Cyprus  to  him,— *- 
Hath  puddled  his  clear  fpirit :  and,  in  fuch  cafes. 
Men's  natures  wrangle  with  inferior  things. 
Though  great  ones  are  their  ^objed. 

therefore  be,  "  I  will  put  on  a  conftriained  appearance  of  being 
«*  contented,  and  ihut  myfelf  up  in  a  different  courfe  of  life,  no 
«*  longer  to  depend  on  my  own  efforts,  but  to  wait  for  relief  from  " 
^  the  accidental  hand  of  charity." 
•^  Shakefpeare  ufes  the  fame  e::prefIIoi^  in  Macbeth: 
—  and  JJmt  up 
In  meafurelefs  content. 
Again,  in  AWs  'well  that  ends  ^ell: 

Whofe  bafefl  flars  ^ojlmt  us  up  in  wiflies.      Steevens.. 

*    '  .-^infaivour^ ]     In  look,  in  countenance,  '  Johnson". 

»  ^^  within  the  blank  of  his  di/plea/ure,']     Within  the  Jhot  of  hit 
anger.    Johnson. 

3  —fome  unhatch'd  praHlce^    Some  trcafon  that  has  not  takea 
^•a*    Johnson, 

'Xis 
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•Tis  even  fo  ;  4  for  let  our  finger  ac^h. 

And  it  endues  our  othei*  healthful  member j 

Even  tO' that  fenfe  of  pain  :  Nay,  we  niUft  thihkj 

Men  are  not  gods ; 

Nor  of  them  look  for  (bch  dbferVancy 

As  fits  the  bridal;— BbiHrew  me  much,  iEmilia,' 

I  was  -(^  unhandfomc  v^arrior  as  1  am) 

Arraigning  his  unkindnfefs  With  my  (btl; 

But  now  I  find,  rha'd'fubofnM*the  vfritnefs. 

And  heV  incited  falfety, 

jEmiL  Pray  heaven,  it  be  ft  ate  matters,  ar  jon 
think  ;'^ 
And  no  conception'^  nor  nO^  j^&lous' toy; 
Coflcerhiirg  ytou. 

Def.  Alas'th^'day !  I  ne^el*  gave  hlni  caule* 

Mmil.  But  jeatous  fouls  will  nbtbe'arirwcr'd  Ibj* 
They  arc  not  ever  jealous  for  the  caufe, 
Bu«  jealous  for  they,  are  jealous :  'tis  amortfterV 
Begot  upon  rtfelf,  born  on  itfelf. 
^  Def.  Heaven  keep  that  monftir  from  Othello's- 
mind ! 

^mit  Lady,  am)sn# 

Def.  I  will  go  feck  him; — CafliO,  walk  hereabout: 
If  I  do  find  him  fit,  Pll  moVe  your  fuit. 
And  feek  to  effeS:  i(  t6  my  uttermbft* 

*  Far  let  our  finger  ach^  and  it  endues 
Our  other  healthful  memhers  with  afettfe 
'  Cy /^*».i— ]  *  Endues  with  ajenfe  of  paln^  is  an  ezpiefflbdt* 
wbichy  though  it  might  be  endured,  if  it  were  genuine)  cannot '<b* 
ferve  to  be  introduced  by  artifice.  The  copies,  both  quarto  and 
folio,  read,  Endues  cur  other  heakhM  members  even  to  afen/e  tfpahu 
I  believe  it  fhould  be  rather,  Suhiaei  cm- fftherheakhfidmemieri  to  4, 
Jen/eofpain.    Johnson.    ^ 

{'"-^(unhand/ivfte  warrior  <M  I  am)}    How  this  came  to  be'fr 
blundered,  1  cannot  conceive.    It  is  plain  Shake^eare  wrotc^  - 
'  — ^^  unhandfome  wrangler  as  lam. 

So,  in  Antony  and  Cleopatra: 

'^ — fie  wrangling  queen.        WARfeURtpN.^ 
Wnhandfi>?ne  warrior^  is  evidently  wffair  aJaUant.    JoHK80ir« 

Caf. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


tut   MOOR  0^   VENICE.      5^1 

ttf/.  I  humbly  diank  your  ladylhip. 

[Exeunt  Defdemona^  and  Emilia. 

Enter  Biancak 

BiaH.  Save  you,  friend  Caflio ! 

Caf.  What  make  you  from  home  ? 
How  is  it  with  yx)u,  my  rtioft  fair  Bianca  ? 
Indeed,  fwcct  love,  I  was  coming  to  your  houfe* 

Bian.  And  I  was  going  to  your  lodging,  Caflio. 
What !  keep  a  week  away  ?  feven  days  and  nights  ? 
"Eightrcore  eight  hours  ?  and  lovers*  abfciit  hour5j 
More  tediqus  than  the  dial  eightfcore  times  ? 

0  weary  reckoning  1 

Caf  Pardon  me,  Bianca ; 

1  have  this  while  with  leaden  thoughts  been  prefs'd  t 
But  I  (hall,  in  a  ^  more  continuate.time, 

Strike  oflf  this  fcore  of  abfence.     Sweet  Bianca, 

^Giving  her  Defdemona*s^  handkerchief ^ 
7  Take  me  this  work  out* 

•  -•  more  convenient  time]    The  folio  has^ 
-*—  mor^  continuate  time ; 
Time  kfs  interrupted^  time  which  I  can  call  more  my  own.   It  girct 
' a  more  difiinS  image  than  confuenient.    Joh n  s  on. 
The  wordoccun  again  in  Ttmon^  Sc.  i. 

**-—  breath'd,  as  it  ^^e^ 
To  an  Untirable  and  continuate  goodnefs.      St££T£N5. 
^  Ydlu  me  this  work  outJ\     The  meaning  is  not,  "  Pick  out  the 
<*  work,  and  leave  the  ground  plain  ;**  but,  **  Copy  this  work  in 
"  another  handkerchief.      Johnson. 

So,  in  a  comedy,  by  Middleton,  called  Women  h^are  Women  : 
«'  -—— (he  intends 
**  To  take  out  other  works  in  a  new  fampler." 
.  Again,  in  the  preface  to  P.  Holland's  Pliny,  i6oi :    **  NicophanC* 
(a  famous  painter)  gave  his  mind  wholly  to  antique  pi£^ures,  partly 
to  exempline  and  take  out  their  patterns,  after  that  in  long  con** 
tinuance  of  time  they  were,  decaicd.**    Ste  e  ve  ns  • 

So,  in   Hearne's  L/^fr  Niger  Scaccariiy   vol.  ii.  p.  578.  fSi* 
and-  585,  **  to  take  out  the  arms,*'  means  to  copy  them.' 

ToLLEt. 

^      you  X.  O   0  Bian. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^62  OTHELLO; 

Bian.  O  Caflio,  whence  came  this  ? 
This  is  fome  token  from  a  newer  friend. 
To  the  felt  abfence  now  I  feel  a  caufe : 
Is  it  come  to  this  ?  Well,  well. 

Caf.  Go  to,  woman  ! 
Throw  your  vile  guefles  in  the  devil's  teeth. 
From  whence  you  have  them.     You  are  jealous  now, 
That  this  is  from  fome  miftrefs,  fome  remembrance : 
No,  in  good  troth^  Bianca. 

Bian.  Why,  whofe  is  it  ? 

Caf.  I  know  not,  fweet :  I  found  it  in  my  chanv* 
ber. 
I  like  the  work  well ;  ere  it  be  demanded, 
(As  like  enough',  it  will)  Fd  have  it  copy'd : 
Take  it,  and  do't ;  and  leave  me  for  this  time* 

Bian.  Leave  you  !  wherefore  ? 

Caf.  I  do  attend  here  on  the  general ; 
And  think  it  no  addition,  nor  my  wilb. 
To  have  him  fee  me  woman'd, 

Bian.  Why,  I  pray  you  ^  ? 

Caf.  Not,  that  1  love  you  not. 

Bian.  But  that  you  do  not  love  me. 
I  pray  you,  bring  me  on  the  way  a  little  ; 
And  fay,  if  I  (hall  fee  you  foon  at  night  ? 

Caf  'Tis  but  a  little  way,  that  1  can  bring  you. 
For  I  attend  here :  but  Til  fee  you  foon. 

Bian.  'Tis  very  good;  9 1  muft  be  circumftancU 

[^Exeunt, 

•  PF?jy,  Ipra^you  ?]     This  and  the  follo\ving  fpeech  are  want- 
ing in  the  firft  quarto,     Steevens. 

•  — 1  muftle  circumJlancdJ\    i.  e#  your  civility  i»  now  grow* 
coudltional.    War  bur  ton. 
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A  C  T    iV.       6  C  E  N  E    I. 

An  apartmtnt  in  tie  cafile. 

Enter  OtbeHo,  and  lago. 

j(ago.  Will  you  think  fo? 

0th.  Think  fo,  lago  ? 

lago.  What, 
*ro  kifs  in  private  ?  ^ 

Oih.  An  unauthorized  kifs. 

la^o.  Or  to  be  naked  with  her  friend  abed^ 
An  hour,  or  more,  not  meaning  any  harm  ? 

Ofb.  \  Naked  abed,  lago,  and  not  mean  harm  ? 
It  is  hypocrify  againft  the  devil : 
They  that  mean  virtuoufly,  and  yet  do  fOy 
*  The  devil  their  virtue  tempts>  and  they  tempt  heaven. 

*  Naked  in  hedy  lago^  and  not  mean  harmf 

It  is  hypocrijy  againji  the  devil {\  This  6bfervation  feems 
flrangely  abrupt  and  unoccafioned.  We  mull  fuppofc  that  lago 
bad,  oefore  they  appear  in  this  fcene,  been  applying  cafes  of  falfe 
comfort  to  Othello ;  as  that  though  the  parties  had  been  even 
found  in  bed  together,  there  might  be  no  harm  done  }  it  might  be 
only  for  the  trial  of  their  virtue ;  as  was  reported  of  the  Roniifh 
iaint,  Robert  D'Arbriflel  and  his  nuns.  To  this  we  muft  fuppofc 
Othello  here  replies ;  and  like  a  good  pro^ellant.  For  fo  the  fenti- 
ment  docs  but  fuit  the  charader  of  the  fpeaker,  Shakefpeare  little 
h6ed3  how  thefe  fentiments  are  circumftanced.     WARBuftTON-. 

tfypocrijy  againji  the  devily  means  hypocrify  to  cheat  the  devil. 
As  common  hypocrites  cheat  men,  by  feeming  gobd,  and  yet  living 
wickedly,  thefe  men  would  cheat  the  devil,  by.  giving  him  flatter- 
ing hopes,  and  at  laft  avoiding  the  crime  which  he  thinks  them 
ready  to  commit.    Johnson. 

*  The  devil  their  virtue  tempts^  and  they  tempt  heaven,']  It  is  plain, 
from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  words,  that  the  fpeaker  would  dif- 
cinguiih  this  ftrange  fanraftical  prcfumption  from  other  lefTer  kinds 
of  indifcretion,  where  prudence  is  off  its  guard.  But  this  reading 
d(K^  not  diftinguifh  it  from  any  other,  it  being  true  of  all  who  rurx 
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lago.  So  they  do  nothing,  'tis  a  venial  {Up  : 
But  if  I  give  my  wife  a  handkerchief,— 

Oib.  What  then? 

lago.  Why,  then  'tis  hers,  my  lord ;  and,  being 
hers. 
She  may,  I  think,  beftow't  on  any  man. 

0th.  She  is  protedtrefs  of  her  honour  too; 
May  (he  give  that  ? 

lago.  Her  honour  is  an  eilence  that's  not  feen ; 
They  have  it  very  oft,  that  have  it  not : 
But,  for  the  handkerchief, — 

Otb.  By  heaven,  I  would  mod  gladly  have  forgoC 
it:~ 
Thou  faidft, — O,  it  comes  o'er  my  memory. 
As  doth  the  raven  o'er  the  infefted  houfe, 
s  Boding  to  all,— he  had  my  handkerchief. 

lago.  Ay,  what  of  that  ? 

into  temptation,  that  the  devil  their  virtue  tempts^  and  they  ^e^fi 
heaven.    The  true  reading,  therefore,  without  queftion,  is  this : 

The  devil  their  /virtue  tempts  not ;  they  tempt  heaven. 
i.  e.  they  do  not  give  the  devil  tlie  trouble  of  throwing  temptadons 
in  their  way :  they  feek  them  out  themfelves,  and  {o  tempt  heavea 
by  their  prefumption.  This  is  a  juft  charadter  of  the  extravagance 
here  condemned,  and  diilinguilhes  it  from  other  inferior  indif- 
crecioos.    Warburton, 

Shakefpeare  had  probably  in  view  a  veiy  popular  book  of  his 
time.  The  Beehive  of  the  Roman  Church,  *•  There  was  an  old  wife, 
called  JuLia^  which  would  take  the  young  men  and  maides,  and 
lay  them  together  in  a  bed.  And  for  that  they  (hould  not  one  byte 
smother,  nor  kicke  backewardes  with  their  heeles,  {he  did  lay  a 
crucifix  betwcene  them.**    F a  r  m  e  r  . 

'  Boding  to  dlr^  Thus  all  the  old  copies.  The  modems,  k& 
grammatically. 

Boding  to  ill—       JOH KSON. 
The  raven  was  thought  to  be  a  confhint  attendant  on  a  Houie  in 
which  there  was   inteciion.     So,  in  Marlowe*$  Jew  if  Mtdts^ 

**  Thus  like  the  fad  prefaging  raven^  that  tolls 
"  The  fick  man's  paflport  in  her  hollow  beak, 
**  And  in  the  (hadow  of  the  filent  night 
"  Does  (hake  contagion  from  her  fable  wing.**    Malone. 

Otb. 
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Oib.  That's  not  fo  good  now. 

lago.  What  if  1  had  faid,  I  had   feen  him  do  you 
wFong  ? 
Or  heard  him  fay, — As  knaves  be  fuch  abroad. 
Who  having,  by  their  own  importunate  fuit, 
Or  voluntary  dotage  of  fome  miftrefs, 
4  C6livinc«dk)r  fuppHed  them,  cannlbt  choofe 
But  they  nft'titt  blab. 

Oib.  Hath  he  faid  any  thing  ? 
.    la^o.  He  hath*  my  lord  $  but,  be  you  well  afTurM, 
No  mor^  l;han  he'll  unfwear. 

Ofb.  What  hath  he  faid  ?  . 
.    lago.  Why,  that  he  did,— I  l5;now  not  what  he  did. 

Ofb.  What?  what?  . 

Iag0.  Lit — — •  T>b,j 

Otb.  With  her?, 

lago.  With*  her,  on  her;  what  you  will. 

Oib*  Lie  with  her  !  lie  on  her ! — We  fay,  lie  on 
h^r,  when  they  belie  her :  Lie  with  her  !  that's  ful- 
/opie.  Handkerchief, — coriifeflions, —  handkerchief. 
—•To  confefs,  and  be  hang'd   for  his   labours. — 

Firft, 

♦  Cotpvincd  or  fuppUcd  iiem^l  I  cannot  underfland  the  vulgar 
f'eadiog^  I  read,  corpvincd  or  luppled.  My  emendation  makes  tl^c 
feitfe  of  the  pafTage  eafy  and  intelligible :    that  there  are  fome  fuch 

J^ng*tongued^^nav^s  in  the  world,  who,  if  they  through  ^%  force  of 
importunity  extort  a  favour  from  their  miftrefe,  or  if  through  her  orjcn 
fondnefs  they  make  her  pUant  to  thtir  defires,  cannot  help  boafting 
^of  thdr  fucceffi.     To  convince^  here,  is  not,  fis  in  the  common  ac- 
ceptation, to  make  fenlible  of  the  truth  of  any  thin&by  reafons  and 
,  arguments ;  but  to  overcome^  get  the  letter  of  U.Q.    Theobald, 
Convinc'd\    Convincdy  for  conqucf'd,  fubdued;    Warburton. 
So,  in  Macbeth:  .  .     ' 

"  his  two  chamberlains 

*'  Will  I,  with  wine  and  w^flel  fo  cotevlnce^^ 
Again,  in  the  fame  play  : 

M  . , . ..    their  malady  convinces 
.  .    **  The  great  aflay  of  an."        Steevens. 

*  —  /<?  confefs  and  he  bang^d-^')  This  is  a  proverbial  faying.     It  is 
.  ufed  by  Marlow,in  his  Je-M  ofMaltay  1633 : 

^'  Blame  us  uot,  but  the  proverb-^012^  and  be  batigd^ 

O  o  3  It 
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Firft,  to  be  hang*d,  and  then — to  confcfs :— I  trcmr 
ble  at  it. — ^Nature  would  not  inveft  herfelf  in  fuch 
*  fhadowing  paffion,  7  without  fome  inftrufltion.  It 
is  not  words,  that  (hake  mc  thus : — Pilh ! — ^Nofcs^ 

carS| 

It  occu^.again»  in  Tie  Travels  ef  the  3  EngUjb  J^feibers^  1^93  X 
And  in  one  of  the  old  collections  of  fmall  Poems  there  is  aa 
epigram  on  it.  All  that  r^inainft  of  this  (peech,  including  the  words 
t9  confifs^  is'wanting  in  the  firfl  quarto*    Steevens. 

•  — Jbad<W3ing  f^Jionr^'\  The  modem  editions  have  left  out 
pafion,    Johnson. 

7  .^^voithout  fome  iH/iruBion.^^1  The  fiarts  and  broken  re* 
fle£tiohs  in  .this  (peech  hav(|;  foinething  very '  terrible,  and  (hew  the 
mind  of  the  fpeaker  to  be  in  tnexpreffible  i^nies.  But  the  worda 
we  are  upon,  when  fet  right,  have  a  fubUme  in  them  that  can  never 
be  enough 'admired.  The  ridiculous  blunder,  of  writing  infintBian 
for  indttkion  (for  io  it  ihould  be  read)  bas  indeed  funk  it  into 
arrant  nonfenfe.  Othello,  is  Juft  going '  to  &11  into  a  fwoon ; 
and,  as  is  common  for  people  in  that  drcumflance^  feels  an  un-^ 
ufual  mifl  and  darknefs,  aecompanied  with  horror^  coming  upon 
him*  This,  .with  yafl  fublimity  of  thought,  is  compared,  to  th^ 
feafon  of  the  fun's  eclipfe,  at  which  time  the  earth  becomes 
Ihadowed  by  the  ifidiiBion  or  bringing  over  of  the  moon  between  It 
and  the  fun.  This  being  the  alluiion,  the  reafbning  flands  thus : 
^*  My  nature  could  never  be  thus  overfliadowed,  and  falling,  as  it 
"  were,  into  diflblution,  for  no  caufe.  There  muft  be  an  induBion 
«  of  fomething  :  there  mull  be  a  real  caufe.  My  jealoufy  cannot 
^*  be  merely  imaginary.  Ideas,  ^ujords  only,  could  not  Ihake  me 
•*  thus,  and  raife  all  this  diforder.  My Jcaloufy  therefore  muft  b^ 
*'  grounded  on  matter  of  iaift."  Shakefpeare  uies  this  word  in  thq 
famefenfe,  \n  Richard  ilh  '  , 

*•'  A  dire  induHloh  am  I  witnefs  to.'* 
Marflbn  feems  to  have  read  it  thus  in  fome  copy,  and  to  allude  to 
it  in  thefe  words  of  liis  i^Ii/w^  ;  ' 

"  rtots  ha'  you  laid  ?  induSlms  dangerous  f**    WARBuaTOir, 

This  is  a  iioble  conjecture,  and  whether  right  or  wrong  doef 
honour  to  its  author.  Yet  I  am  in  doubt  whether  there  is  any 
neceiiity  of  en^endation.  There  has  always  prevailed  in  the  worl4 
an  opinion,  that  when  any  gr^at  Calamity  happens  at  a  fltftance, 
notice  is  given  of  it  to  the  fufferer  by  fome  dejedtiort  or  penur* 
bation  of  mind,  of  which  he  difcovers  no  external  caufe.  This  is 
afcribed  to  that  general  communication  of  one  part  of  the  univcn% 
with  another,  which  is  called  fympathy  and  antipathy ;  or  to  'the 
fecret  monition ,  inftruBion^  and  influence  of  a  fuperior  Beings 
which  fuperintcuds  the  order  of  nature  and  of  life*    Oihello  fays. 
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«ars,  and  lips® : — Is  itpoflible  ?— Confefe  1— Hand- 
kerchief !—0  devil  !— 

[Falls  in  a  trance* 
lago.  Work  on. 
My  medicine,  work!    Thu3    credulous   fools    arc 

caught ; 
And  many  worthy  and  chafte  dames,  even. thus. 
All  guiltlefs  meet  reproach. — What,  ho  !  my  lord  ! 
My  lord,  I  fay !  Othello ! — How  now,  Caffio  ? 

Enter  Caffio. 

Caf.  What's  the  rpatter  ? 
laga.  My  lord  is  fallen  into  an  epilepfy ; 
This  is  bi9  ftcond  fit  j  he  had  one  yefterday. 

Nature  could  not  iteveft  her/elf  in  Jitch  Jhadffvoing  pqffion  tvitbout  in- 
flrudlion.  //  is  not  ^ords  that  'Jbake  me  thus.  This  paffion,  which 
fpreads  its  clouds  over  me,  is  the  effect  of  feme  agency  more  than 
the  op^ation  of  words ;  it  is  one  of  thofe  notices  which  men-have 
of  unfecn  calamities,    Johnson. 

Nature  fouU  not  inv^Jl  herfelf  in  fuch  Jhado^jjing  pa/Eon  ^joitbout 
fome  inJlruHion,']  However  ingenious  Dr.  Warburtoirs  note  may 
be,  it  is  certainly  too  forced  and  far-fetched.  Orhello  alludes  only 
to  CafBo's  dream,  which  had  been  invented  and  told  him-by  lago. 
Wlien  many  confufed  and  very  ihterefting  ideas  pour  in  ypon  the 
mind  all  at  once,  and  with  fuch  rapidity  that  it  has  not  time  to 
fhape  or  digeft  them,  if  it  does  not  relieve  itfelt  by  tear-s  (which 
we  know  it  often  does,  whether  for  joy  or  grief )  it  produces  ftupe* 
faftioa  and  fainting. 

Othello,  in  broken  fentences  and  fingle  words,  all  of  which  have 
a  reference  to  thecaufe  of  his  jealoufy,  ihews,  that  all  the  proofs 
are  prefent  at  once  to  his  mind,  which  fo  over-powers  it,  that  he 
falls  into  a  trance,  the  natural  confequence.     Sir  J.  Reynolds. 

•  Nofes^  earSf  and  lips:]  Othello  is  imaging  to  himl'elf  the  fa- 
miliarities which  he  fuppofes  to  have  iK^ed  between  Caifio  and  hif 
wife.    So,  in  the  Winters  Tales 

Cheek  to  check, — ^meeting  n&fes^-^ 
Killing  with  inlidc  lip^  &c.— 
If  this  be  not  the  meaning,  we  muft  fuppofe  he  is  meditating  % 
f  ruel  punifhment  for  Defdemona  and  her  fufpedled  paramour  i 
-  raptis 

^ribus^  ct  trupcas  inhoneflo  vulncrc  nares^      Stei  vtN^. 

Q04  C^^/' 
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Caf.  Rub  him  about  the  temples. 

lago.  No,  forbear : 
The  lethargy  muft  have  his  quiet  covrfe  : 
If  not,  he  roams  at  mouth  ;  and,  by  and  by. 
Breaks  out  to  favage  madnefs.     Look,  he  ftJrs  i 
Do  you  withdraw  yourfelf  a  little  while. 
He  win  recover  ftraight ;  when  he  is  gone, 
I  would  on  great  oceafion  fpeak  with  you. — 

[Exit  Caffia^ 
How  is  it,  general  ?  have  you  not  hurt  your  head  I 

0th.  Doft  thou  mock  me  ? 

lago,  I  mock  you !  no,  by  heaven : 
•Would,  you  would  bear  your  fortunes  like  a  man* 

Otb.  A  horned  man's  >  a  monftcr,  and  a  beaft. 

lago.  There's  many  a  bcaft  then  in  a  populous 
city. 
And  many  a  civil  monfter, 

Otb.  Did  he  confefs  it  ? 

lago.  Good  fir,  be  a  man  \ 
Think,  every  bearded  fellow,  that's  but  yok'd. 
May  draw  with  you  :  there's  millions  now  alive. 
That  nightly  lie  ?  in  thofc  unproper  beds. 

Which 

^  A  horned  man^^]  In  Much  Ado  about  Nothings  I  omitted  to 
attempt  the  illuflradon  of  a  pailage  whece  Benedick  fays —  **  there 
is  no  flaff  more  honourable  than  one  tipt  wltJb  born!^  Perhaps  he 
alludes  to  the  ftaff  which  was  anciently  carried  before  a  challenger, 
Thus,  in  Stowe-s  ChrmicU^  edit,  i6i^,  p,  669  :  **  —  his  bafton  (a 
ftaffe  of  an  elle  long,  made  taper-wife,  tipt,  i^itb  borne)  &c.  was 
borne  before  him."    Steevens, 

*  — /«  thofe  unproper  hds^     Unproper^  for  common. 

WARBURTONf 

So,  in  ^be  Arcadia^  by  Shirley,  1649: 
"  Every  woman  fhall  be  common. -?- 
ff  Every  woma?i_  common !  what  ih^U  we  do  with  all  thp 
proper  women  in  Arcadia  f 
'     •  ^<  They  Ihail  be  common  too.'* 
^galn,  in  Gower  Dc  Confsffione  AmantiSf  B,  ^.  fol. 

^'  And  is  \\\% pr4fper  hy  the  lawe.'* 
/L^in,  i^  the  Mafliw^  &c.  ^  ^ncieQt  (;Qlle£tipn  of  epigrams  and 
fetir«a,n4d»t^; 

f*  Rofe 
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WhficB  tHdy  dare  fwear  peculiar  5  your  cafe  is  faetcer» 
6,  'tis  the  fpight  cjf  hell,  the  fiend's  arch-mock. 
To  lip  a  wanton  Jq  a  fecure  couch, 
>^pd.to  fuppoTe  her  chafte !  No,  let  me  know ; 
And,  knowing  what  I  am,  I  know  ^bat  flie  fhall  be, 

Ofk.  O,  thou  art  wife ;  'tis  certain.! 

lagg.  Stand* yog  a  while  apart; 
Confine  yourfelf  but  tn  a  patient  ^  lift. 
Whilft  you  were  here,  ere  while,  mad  with  your 

•     grief  3, 
(A  pailion  moftunfiiitin^  fuch-a  man) 
Caffio  came  hither ;  I  (hifted  him  away. 
And  laid  good  *fcufe  upon  your  ecftafy  ; 
^de  him  anon  return,  and  here  fpeak  with  me ; 
The  which  he  promised.    Do  but  4  encave  yourfelf, 

*^  Rofe  is  a  fayre^  but  not  a  prefer  womao, 
.  ♦'  Qan  any  creature  prefer  be,  that's  CDQimon  ?** 
»  Steevens* 

a  -_/^.]  Foriittention;  aft  of  fiftehing.  Johnson; 
It  appears  to  me  that  a  plain  fenfe  ik  on  this  occaflon  rejected  In 
favour  of  ope  more  remote ;  and  perhaps  no  in^ance  of  fuch  a  ufe 
of  the  word  Ijfi  can  be  brought ,  in  fiipport  of  it.  The  obvious 
meaning  of  lifiy  or  Ijfis^  is  harriers^  hounds.  Keep  your  temper, 
fays  lago,  within  the  hounds  of  patience.  -So,  in  Hamlet : 
The  ocean  over-peering  of  his  lifi^ 

'Eata  not  the  flats  with  more  impetuous  hafle,  &c.  Collins* 
Again,  in  King  HeniyV.  A6t  5.  Sc.  2.  ♦*  — yt)u  and  I  cannot  b^. 
(Confined  within  the  weak  ^  of  a  country  falhion,'* 
Again,  in  JC/»^  i/^«rj;  IV.  P^I: 

The  very  UJi^  the  very  utmoft  bound. 
Of  all  our  fortunes. 
Cbapman,   in   his   tranflation  of  the  16th  Book  of  Homer's 
Odyfley,  has  estpreifed  the  fame  thought : 

**  — ^-  let  thy  heart 
*'  Beat  in  fix'd  confines  of  thy  bofom  ftill." 
Again,  in  Alfs  ^voellthat  e^ids  weli^  A6t  2.  Sc.  i  :     "  —  you  have 
•  rcftrain'd  yourfelf  within  the  lifi  of  too  cold  an  adieu.**  Steevei^s, 
^  "—ere  'while^  mad  voitb your griefy]     Thus  the  iirft  quarto. 
The  folio  reads : 
»  —  o'erwhdmed  with  your  grief.  Steeveni,  , 

<♦  '•^  encave  yourfelf,]     Hide  yourfelf  in  a  private  place. 

JOHNaON* 

And 
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And  mark  4he  fleers,  the  gibes,  and  notable  fcorns^' 
That  dwcU  in  every  region  of  his  /ace ; 
For  I  will  nnakc  him  tell  the  tale  anew^'-— 
Where,  how,  how  oFt,  how  long  ago,  and  when 
He  hath,  and  is  again  to  cope  your  wife ; 
I  fay,  but  mark  his  geflure.  .Marry,  patioice; 
^  Or  I  (hall  fay,  you  are  all  in  all  in  fplecn^ 
And  nothing  of  a  maii»  •  ^ 

Qib.  Doll  thou  hear,  lago  ? 
I  will  be  found  moft  cunning  in  my  piatiences 
But  (doft  thou  hear  ?)  nioft  bloody* 

lago.  That's  not  amifs ;    : 
But  yet  keep  time  in  alU     Will  you  withdraw  f 

[OtbtUo  v>hbdraws% 
NowwilLIqudEtion  Ga(Eo  ofBianca, 
A  houfewife,  that,  by*  felling  her  defires, 
Buys  hjprfelf  bread  and  cloaths  :  it  is  a  creature. 
That  dotes  on  Caffio, — as  'tis  the  ftrumpet's  plaguey 
To  beguilp  many,  and  be  bpguird*by  onej— 
He,  when  he  hears  of  her,  cannot  r^rain 
From  the  excefs  of  laughter  2— Here  h?  comes :— ? 

En^er  Caffio^ 

As  he-(hall  fmile,  Othello  fliall  go  mad  ; 
^  And.  bis  unbookilh  jealoufy  muft  conftrue 
Poor  CafCo's  fmiles,  geftures,  and  light  behaviour. 
Quite  in  the  wrong. — Ho\V  do  you  now,  lieutenant  ? 

?  OrlJhMllJp^you  are  all  in  all  in  fpleen^l     I  read ; 
Ur  JhaUI  Je^^yoi^re  all  in  all  a  Jpken,, 
I  think  our  author  ufes  this  expreffion  elfewhere.    Johnson, 

A  hare-braift'd  Hotfpur,  govern'd  by  ^tjpleen. — The  old  read- 
ing, however,  is  not  inexplicable.  We  ftiU  fa^,  focb  one  \%  in 
wrath,  in  the  dumps,  8cc*  The  fenfe  therefore  is  plain.  •  Ag^, 
in  the  jW^ummer  Nigbi's  Dream : 

That,  in  a  fpleen^  unfolds  both  heaven  andearth-«— ^ 

\  StEEV5NS| 

f  wf«rf  hl^  unbp<}kiih  j^^hufy'^^     Unbookifb^  for  ignorant. 

-    ■  ■"■  C?ii 
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Caf.  The  worfer..tbat  you  give  mc  the  addicion, 
Whole  want  even  icills  mc. 

lago.  Ply  Defdemona  well,  and  you  are  fure  on'c* 
Now,  if  this  fuit  lay  in  Bianca*s  power. 

How  qaickly  fhould  you  fpeed^         ' 
Ctf/.  Alas,  ^y)or  caitiff  I 

Otb.  Look,  how  he  laughs  already  t  [4fi^f 

lago.  I  never  knew  a  wom^n  love  man  fo.  : 

Caf.  Alas,  poor  rogue !  I  think,  indeed,  flie  loves 

me,  .    :  * 

QtK  Now  he  denies  it  faintly,  and  laughs  it  out. 

lago.  Do  you  hear,  CaiCo  J 

Oih.  Now  he  importunes  him 
To  tell  it  o*er :  Go  to  •,  well  faid^  will  faid.  TJfide^ 

lagp.  She  gives  it  out^  that  you  Ihall  marry  nc|r ;. 
Po  you  intend  it  ^ 

Caf.  Ha,  ha,  ha ! 
•     0th.  1  Do  you  triumph,  Roman  ?  do  you  triumph  ? 

Caf.  I  marry;  |ier!— ^what?  ?acuftomer!  I  pr'y- 
thee,  bear  fome  charity  to  my  wit  \  do  not  think  it 
jb  uqwhplefpme.     Ha,  ha,  ha  | 

QJb.  So,  fo,  fo,  fo  :  They  laugh,  that  win.  [AJidl, 

la^Qi.  Why,  the  cry  goes,  that  you  (hall  marry  her^ 

Cdf.  Pr'ytnee,  fay  true. 

Jago.  I  am  a  very  villain  elfe. 

Otb.  9  Have  you  fgor*d  me  ?  Well,  [/fide. 

;   ^  Caf^ 

f  Do  you  triumph  f  Roman  ?  ioyou  triumph  ?]  Othello  calls  him- 
Roman  ironically.  Triumph^  uhlch  was  a  Roman  ceremony, 
brought  Roman  into  his  thoughts.  Wlpat  (fays  \i€)you  are  no^J9 
\x\ u mphing  as  great  as  a  Roman  f    Johnson. 

•  — a  cuJlomcrl'-'-^'l     A  common  woman,  one  t^at  invitci 
fuftom.     Johnson. 
.  So,  Jn  AW  Si  ^joellthat  enJs  weO: 

I  th i nk  thee  now  fomc  common  cuficm^,       Steevens. 
t  ^aTf  yo^  Jiar*d  mef-nr]    Have  you  V^^^^  my   rcckoijing? 
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Caf.  Th\%  jar  the  monkey's  €MVn  giving  out :  flie  is 
p^rfuaded  I  will  marry  her,  owe  of  her  own  love  aiu) 
flattery,  ritot  out  of  toy  ptomifei   ,    . 

OiL  lago  beckons.me ;  now  he  begins  the  ftory. 

[4fid€. 

Caf.  She  was  hej-*  eviin  now.-,  (he  haunts  me  in 
every  place.  |  was,  the  Other  .day,  talking  on  jhe 
ibk-bank  with  tef t^ain  Venetians ;  and  thither  comes 
the  bauble ;  by  this!  hand  '  (he  faUs  thus  about  my 
fieck ; —       ...... 

Otb.  Crying,  O  dear  Caffio  \  as  it  were  :  his  gef- 
turc  imports  it.  /,  Z^4fi^^* 

i.  Caf.  So  hangs,. and  lolls,  and  weeps  upon  me;  fo 
liales,  and  pulls  me  :  ha,  ha,  ha ! — 

O/i&.'Now  he  telJa,  how  (he  pluck'd  Jiim  to  my 
chainber :  O,  I  fee  that' nofe  of  yours,  but  not  that 
dog  I  (hall  throw  it  to.  l/ffidc. 

Caf.  Well,  I  muft  jeave  her  company. 

Jago.  Before  me !  look,  wher<  (he  comes. 

Enter  Bianca. 

Caf.  Tis  fuch  another  *  fitchew !  marry,  a  per- 
fumed 

Iiavc^  you  fettled  the  term  of  my  life?  The  old  quarto  reads, 
fioredxoR.     Have  you  diipoicd  oi  me  ?  have  you  laid  me  up? 

«■       -      ^  JOHNSOIf. 

To  fcore  originally  m^ant  no  more  than  to  cut  a*  notch  upon  a 
tally,  or  to  mark  out  a  form  bjr  indcpting  it  on  any  fubftancc. 
jSpenfer,  in  the  firJl  Cahto  of  his  Fae^y  ^uec/ty  fpeaking  of  the 
^  •  Crofs,  fays :  .     .        .    ' 

'  t  **  Upon  his  fliield  the  like  was  alfo  /w-V." 

Again,  b.  2.  c.  9 :     "  —  why  on  your  {hleld,  fo  goodly  Jcor^d^ 

*'  Bear  you  the  pi(5lure  of  that  lady's  head  ?'* 
But  it  was  foon  figurarively  ufed  for  fetting  a  hrandot  mark  of  dif- 
'  gface  on  any  one.     "  Let  us  feore  their  backs/'  fays  Scarus,  in 
Zintony  and  Cleopatra  ;  and  it  is  employed  in  the  fame  fenfe  on  the 
*  prefent  occafion.    Steevens, 

*  —  ^  this  hand^    This  is  the  reading  of  the  firft  quarto,   ■ 

Steevens, 

*  '-*fifchtw!~]    A  polecat.     Pope. 

Shakei^are  fia^  in  another  place  raemioncd  the  luft  of' this 
''  animal. 
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There,-^give  it 
I  iiad  ic^  I^  tako 
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fum*4  one— What  4o, you  mean  by;  this  bapntipg. 
of  me  ?  . .      .  :  * 

Bian.  Let  the  devji]  a^d  his  dam  baupt  you !  W^at 
did  yoix  meaft  by  that  fame  handkerchief,  you  gave 
roe  even  now  ?  I  w.a$  a  fine  fool  to  t^Jce  it.  I  muO; 
take  oiit  the  sivhole  .work. — A  likely  piece  of  work,  . 
that  .you  fbould  find  it  in  your  chamber,  and  n^ 
know  who  left  it  there  !  This  is  fome  minx*s  token^ 
and  I  mufi;  take  out  the  work  ? 
your  hobby-horfe :  wfeercfoever  you 
out  no  work'on*t. 

•Ca/.  How  now,  my  fweet  Biancji?  how  now  ?  how 
now  ? 

Ofb.  By  heaven,  that  fhould  be  my  handkcrchieft 

Biatf.  An  you'll  come  to  fupper  to-night,  you  may ;  ' 
an  you  will  not,  come  when  you  are  next  prepared  for. 

lago.  After  her,  after  her. 

Caf.  I  muft,  flieUl  rail  in  the  ftreet  elfe* 

lago.  Will  you  fup  there  ? 
,   Caf.  Yes,  I  intend  fo. 

lago.  Well,  I  may  chance  to  fee  you  %  for  I  would 
very  fain  fpeak  with  yog. 

Ctf/.,  Pr'ythee,  come  5  Will  you  ? 

lago.  Go  to ;  fay  no  more.  [£x//  C(t£io. 

Otb.  How  (hall  I  murder  him,  lago  ? 

lago.  Did  you  perceive  how  he  laugh*d  at  his  vice  ? 

Otb.  O,  lago ! 

lago.  And  did  you  fee  the  handkerchief? 

Otb.  Was  that  mine  ? 

lago.  Yours,  by  this  hand:  and  to  fee  how  bp 
prizes  the  foolifh  woman  your  wife!  (he  gave  it 
bim,  and  he  hath  given  it  his  whore. 

animal.     He  tells  lago,  that  (he  is  as  lewd  as  the  polecat^  but  of 

better  fcent,  the  polecat  being  a  veiy  ilinking  animal.     Johns oif« 

AfoU'cat  fvas  anciently  one  of  the  cant  terms  for  ailrUmpeu 

$TEEVENS» 

Otb. 
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^  Oti.  I  would  have  him  nine  years  a  kilhng  :-ij^' 
A  fine  wo;nan !  a  fair  woman  !  a  fweec  woman  I 

lago.  Nay,  you  muft  forget  that. 

Otb.  Ay,  let  her  rot,  and  periih^dnd  be  damn'd 
to-night;  for  Ihe  fliall  not  live:  No,  my  heart  ii 
turnM  to  ftone  ;  I  ftrikc  it,  and  it  hurts  my  hand '. 
O,  the  world  hath  not  a  fweet^r  creature :  (he  might 
lie  by  an  emperor's  fide,  and  command  him  talks* 

lago^  Nay,  that's  not  your  way.  ' 

Otb.  Hang  her !  I  do  but  fay  what  (he  is  : — So 
delicate  with  her  needle ! — An  admirable  mufidan ! 
O,  (he  will  fing  the  favagenefs  out  of  a  bear  Ir^^-Of 
6>  high  and  plenteous  wit  and  invention  !--• 

lago.  She's  the  worfe  for  all  this. 

Otb.  O,  a  thoufand,  a  thoufand  times  :•*— And  thcn^ 
of  fo  gentle  a  condition  !-*- 

lago.  Ay,  too  gentle* 

Otb.  Nay,  that's  certain  :  But  yet  the  pity  of  it, 
lago  ! — O,  lago,  the  pity  of  it,  lago  ! 

lago.  If  you  are  fo  fond  over  her  iniquity,  give  her 
patent  to  offend ;  for,  if  it  touch  not  you,  it  comes 
near  nobody. 

Otb.  I  will  chop  her  into meflfes :— Cuckold  me! 

lago.  O,*  'tis  foul  in  her. 

Otb.  With  mine  officer ! 

lago.  That's  fouler. 
,     Otb.  Get  me  fome  poifon,  lago ;  this  night  :--rU 
not  expoflulate  with  her,  left  her  body  and  beauty 
unprovide  my  mind  again  : — this  night,  lago. 

.  '  -— ^tf,  n^  heart  is  iun^d  to  ftone  \  Iftrike  it,  and  ithuHs  mf 
hand. — ]     This  thought,  as  often  as  it  occurs  to  Sbakefpeare,  is 
fure  to  be  received,  and  as  often  counteracts  bis  pathos.    So,  ia 
AntoT^f  and  Cleopatra^  A^4«  Sc.  I; 
**  '         throw  my  heart 
'^  Againfl  the  flint  and  hardneft  of  my  fault-, 
**  Which,  being  dried  with  grief,  will  break  to  powder,    1 
•*  And  iini(Ji  all  foul  thoughts,"    Steeyens. 
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lap.  Do  it  not  with  poifon ;  ftranglc  her  in  het  bed, 
even  the  bed  ihe  hath  contaminated. 

Otb.  Good,  good :  the  juftice  of  it  plcafes  5  very 
good. 

lago.  And,  for  Caffio^ — let  me  be  his  undertaker : 
You  (hall  hear  more  by  midnight.  [A  trumpet  wi$bin. 

Otb.  Excellent  good.— What  trumpet  is  that  fame? 

lage.  Something  from  Venice,  fure.    'Tis  Lodo- 
vico,  .      ' 

Come  from  the  duke :  and,  fee,  your  wife  is  with 
him.     *  ^ 

Enter  Lodovico^  Defdemona^  and  Atttndant54 

hod.  Save  you,  worthy  general ! 

0th.  With  all  my  heart,  fir. 

hod.  The  duke  and.  fenators  of  Venice  greet  yovi. 

\Give5  him  a  letter. 

0th.  I  kifs  the  inftrument  of  their  pleafures. 

Def.  And  what*s  the  news,  good  coufin  Lodbvico  ?^ 

lago.  I  am  very  glad  to  fee  you,  fignior ; 
Welcome  to  Cyprus. 

Lod.  I  thank  you  :  How  does  lieutenant  Caffio  ? 

lago.  Lives,  fir. 

Def.  Coufin,  there's  fallen  between  him  and  my 
lord 
An  unkind  breach :  but  you  fiiall  make  all  well. 

Otb.  Are  you  fure  of  that  ? 

Def.  My  lord  ? 

Otb.  *  This  fail  you  not  to  do,  as  you  will — ' 

[^Reads. 

Lod.  He  did  not  call ;  he's  bufy  in  the  paper. 
Is  there  divifion  'twixt  thy  lord  and  Caffio  ? 

,Pef.  A  moft  unhappy  one;  I  would  do  much 
To  4  atone  them,  for  the  love  I  bear  to  Caffio. 

^  — atone  them y — ]  Maketlicm<?«f ;  reconcile  them.  Jo{T^soif« 
So,  in  Cymhelihe: 

I  did  atone  my  countryman 'and  you.      Steevens. 

Otb. 
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0/i&.  Fire,  and  brimftoue! 

Def.  My  lord?      *  ' 

0/A.  Are  you  wife  ? 

Def.  What,,  is  he  angry  ? 
:   Lchi.  'May  be,  the  letier  mov'd  blm  ; 
For,  as  I  think,  they  d0  coifimand  him  homc^ 
Deputing  Caffio  in  ^is  gQvernm^nt. 

J)ef.  py  my  troth,  1  am  glad  on't. 

Oib.  Indeed? 

Def.  My  lord  i 

Otb.  I  am  glad  to  fee  you  mad. 

Def.  Why,fwectOtheUo? 

046.  Devil!  iSirikhfgber, 

Def.  I  have  not  deferv'4  this, 

Lod.  My  lord,  this  would  not  be  believed  in  Venice, 
Though  I  Ihould  fwear  I  faw  it :  *Tis  very  much ; 
Make  her  amends,  fhe  weeps. 

Otb.  O  devil,  devil ! 
5  If  that  the  earth  could  teem  with  woman's  tears, 
•  Each  drop  (he  falls  <  wopld  prove  a  crocodile : — 
Out  of  my  fight ! 

Def.  I  will  not  ftay  to  ofiend  you.  \Goit^* 

Lod.  Truly,  an  obedient  lady:— 
I  do  befeech  your  lordlhip,  call  her  back. 

Otb.  Miftrefs,— 

Def  My  lord  ? 

Otb.  What  would  you  with  her,  fir  ? 

Lod.  Who,  ly  my  lord  ? 

Otb.  Ay;  you  did  wilb,  that  I  would  make  her  turn : 
,Sir,  fhe  can  turn,  and  turn,  and  yet  go  on, 

'  If  that  the  earth  could  teem^  &c*]  If  womens  tears  could  int* 
pregnate  the  earth*  By  the  do^ine  of  equivocal  generation,  nevr 
animals  were  fuppofed  producible  by  new  combinations  of  matter. 
See  Bacon.    Johnson. 

*  Each  drofjhe  fells]  TofaU  is  here  a  verb  aOive.  So,  in  die 
Te?nfeft: 

—  when  I  rear  my  hand,  do  you  the  likc^ 
To^/Sii^itonGonzalo«       Stietxms* 

And 
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And  turn  again  5  and  (he  can  weep,  (ir,  weep ; 
And  (he's  obedient,  as  you  fay, — obedient,— 
Very  obedient  ;--^7  Proceed  you  in  your  tears.— 
Concerning  this,  fir, — O  well-painted  paffion  !— 
1  am  commanded  home  : — Get  you  away ; 
rU  fend  for  you  anon. — Sir,  I  obey  the  mandate. 
And  will  return  to  Venice  j-— Hence,  avatint ! — 

lExit  Defdemondl 
Caflio  ihall  have  my  place  ®.    And, — fir>  to-night, 
I  do  entreat  that  we  may  fop  together. 
.YoU  arc  welcome,  fir,  to  Cyprus.-t-Goats  and  moh- 
kies^!  {Exit^ 

Lod.  Is  this  the  noble  Moor,  whom  our  full  fenate 
Call — ^all-in-all  fufficient  ?  This  the  noble  nature 
Whom  paffion  could  not  Ihake  ?  >  whofc  folid  virtue 
The  (hot  of  accident,  nor  dart  of  chance. 
Could  neither  graze,  nor  pierce  ? 

^  •—  Proteidym  in  your  lean. — ]  I.  catinot  ttiink  thdt  the  poeC 
meant  to  make  Othello  bid  Defdemona  id  continue  weefing^  which 
proceedyou  tnyour  teats  (as  the  pafTagC  is  at  prefcnt  pomted)  muft 
meao.     He  rather  would  have  faid, 

■■  '  '    'Proceed you  in  your  tears  f 
What !  Will  you  flill  continue  to  be  a  hypocrite  by  a  difpTay  of  this 
^ell' fainted  tajfionf      Warner, 

•  Cajffiojball  have  my  place.']  Perhaps  this  Is  addrefltd  to  Dcf- 
demona^  who  had  juft  exprcfled  her  joy  on  hearing  Cqjjio  was  deputed 
ivi  the  rooiti  of  her  hufband.  Her  innocent  fatisfac^tion  in  the  hope 
of  returniiigto  hernative  place,  is  conftrued  by  Othello  into  the  plea- 
fure  (he  received  from  the  advaiiccmetit  of  his  rival.       S  r  e £  v e  n s * 

•  Goats  and  monkies !]  In  this  exclamation  Shakcfpeaie  has 
(hewn  great  art.  lago^  in  thefirft  ftenein  which  he  endea^^ourg 
tb  awaicen,  his  fufpicion,  being  urged  to  give  fome  evident  proof 
of  the  guilt  of  C<^^  and  Z)^;w<?»tf,  tells  him  it  were  impofTible  to 
have  ocular  demonftration  of  it,  though  they  ihould  be  "  as  prime 
as  goatSf  as  hot  as  mifnkIei.**-*-^Tht{b  words,  we  may  fupppfe,  ftill 
ring  in  the  ears  of  Othello^  who  being  now  fully  convinced  of  his 
1xrife*8  infidelity,  rulhes  out  with  this  ethphatic  exclamation  : — lago^s 
Words  were  Jbut  too  true-*  now  indeed  I  am  convinced  that  they 
are  as  hot  as  •*  goats  and  monkles!*.    M alon£. 

'  ^johoje  folid  'virtue   ■ 

Thejbot  igTacoidettt^wi^^r  dart  ijf  chdncG, 
Could  neither  p?izi  nor  pierce,"]    But  it  is  no  commendation  td 
,    Vol.  X.  P  p  the 
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lago.  He  is  much  cbangM* 
Lod.  Are  his  wits  fafe  ?  is  he  not  light  of  brain  ? 
/tfj^o.  He  is  that  he  is ;  I  may  not  breathe  my 
cenfure. 
What  he  might  be, — if»  what  he  might,  .he  is  not,-« 
I  would  to  heaven,  he  were. 
Lod^  What,  ftrike  his  wife !     . 
lago.  'Faith,  that  was  not  fo  well ;  Yet  Vould  I 
knew. 
That  ftroke  would  prove  the  worft. 
•  Lod,  Is  it  hb  ufe  ? 
Or  did  the  letters  work  upon  his  blood, 

the  tnoft  folid  virtue  to  be  free  from  tlie  attacks  of  fbrtuoe :  but  that 
it  is  fo  impenetnible  as  to  fuifer  no  impreffion.  Now  to  grau 
iignifies  only  to  touch  the  fuperficits  of  zny  thing*  That  is  the  at- 
tack of  fortune :  and  by  that  virtue  is  tried,  but  not  difcredited; 
We  ought  certainly  therefore  to  read ; 

Can  neither  x2aA  norpUrce. 
u  e*  neither  lightly  touch  upon^  nor  pierce  into.    The  ignorant 
tranfcribers  being  acquainted  with  the  phrafe  of  a  huilef  grtnung^ 
and  Jhot  being  Aientioned  in  the  line  before,  they  corrupted  the  true 
word.    Befi£s,  we  do  not  fay,  graze  a  thing ;  but  graze  on  it. 

Warburtoic. 
I  have  ventured  to  attack  another  part  of  this  fentence,  which  my 
ingenious  friend  flipped  over.  I  cannot  fee,  for  my  heart,  the 
di&rence  betwixt  the  (hot  oiacdJent  and  dart  of  chance.  The  woidt 
and  things  they  imply  are  purely  fynonimous ;  but  that  the  poet 
intended  two  ditfereiu  things  feems  plain  from  the  dijcretit^  adverb. 
Chance  may  afRicl  a  man  in  iome  circumftances ;  but  other  dif- 
treffes  are  to  be  accbunte4  for  from  a  ditferent  caule.  I  am  per- 
fuaded  our  author  wrote : 

The  Jhot  g/'accident,'«ar  dart  ^^chainge,  feV. 
And,*in  a  number  of  other  places,  our  poet  induflrioufly  puts  thcfe 
two  words  in  oppclition  to  each  other.     TH£Obali>. 

To  gra'zje  is  not  merely  to  touch  fuperficially,  but  to  firike  not 
diredtly,  not  fo  as  to  bury  the  body  of  the  thing  ilrikii^  in  the 
matter  ftruck. 

,  Theobald  trifles,  as  is  ufual. .  Accident  aiul  chance  may  admit  a 
fubtle  diilin^tion;  accident  may  be  confidered  as  the  oH^  and 
chance  as  the  ponder  Or  agency  of  fortune ;  as,  It^vxn  hy  chance  thai 
this  accident  befil  me.  At  leaf!:,  if  we  fuppofe  all  corrupt  that  is  in- 
ac<;u/atej  there  will  be  no  exul  of  emeodfttjoiu    Jokkson • 

AvA 
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And  new-create  this  fault  ? 

lago.  Alas,  alas! 
It  i&  not  honeftjr  in  me,  to  fpeak 
What  I  have  fcen  and  known.  You  (hall  obferve  him  j 
And  his  own  courfeS  will  denote  him  fo. 
That  I  may  fave  my  fpeech  :  Do  but  go  after. 
And  mark  how  he  continues. 

Lod.  I  am  forry,  that  I  am  deceived  in  him.  [^Exeunt ^ 

SCENE        II. 

^  Anotbet  apartment  in  the  cajik. 
Enter  Otbelh^  and  JSmilia. 

Otb.  You  have  fecn  nothing  then  ? 

jEmil.  Nor  ever  heard ;  nor  ever  did  fufpe^. 
'  Otb.  Yes,  you  have  feen  Caflio  and  (he  together. 
.     j^miL  But  then  I  faw  no  harm ;  and  then  I  heard 
JBach  fyllable,  that  breath  made  up  between  them. 

Otb.  What^  did  they  never  whifpcr  ? 

:/EmiL  Never,  my  lord. 

Otb.  Nor  fend  you  out  o*  the  way  ? 

JSmil.  Never. 

Otbk  To  fetch  her  fan,  her  gloves,  her  ma(k,  nor 
nothing  ? 

MmiL  Never,  my  lord. 
'    Otb.  That's  drange. 

jEmii  1  durft,  my  lord,  to  wager  (he  is  honeft. 
Lay  down  my  foul  at  (lake :  if  you  think  other. 
Remove  your  thought ;  it  dotk  abule  your  bolbm. 
if  any  wretch  hath  put  this  in  your  head. 
Let  heaven  requite  it  with  the  fcrpent's  curfe ! 
For,  if  (he  be  not  hpneft,  chafte,  and  true. 
There's  no  man  happy ;  the  purelt  of  their  wives 
Is  foul  as  {lander* 

P  p  a  <V*s 
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Otb.  Bid  her  come  hither ;— go.—  [Exit  JEmilia^ 
She  fays  enough ; — yet  (he's  a  fimple  bawd^ 
That  cannot  fay  as  much.     This  is  a  fubtle  whore, 
A  clofet  lock  and  key  of  villainous  fecrets : 
And  yet  fhe'll  kneel,  and  pray ;  I  have  fecn  her  do't* ' 

Re-enter  jEmifia,  with  Defdemona. 

.Def.  My  lord,  what  is  your  will  ? 

Otb,  Pray,  chuck,  come  hither. 

Def.  What  is  your  pleafure  ? 

Otb.  Let  me  fee  your  eyes ; 
Look  in  my  face. 

Def.  What  horrible  fancy's  this  ? 

Otb.  [TojiEmiUaJ]  Some  of  your  fan6Hon,miftref$| 
Leave  procreants  alone,  and  (hut  the  door ; 
Cough,  or  cry — ^hem,  if  any  body  come  : 
Your  myftery,  your  myftcry  5 — nay,  difpatch. 

[Exit  jEmilia. 

Def.  Upon  my  knees,  what  doth  your  fpeech  in> 
port  ? 
I  underftand  a  fury  in  your  words,  . 
•  But  not  the  words. 

Otb.  Why,  what  art  thou? 

Bef.  Your  wife,  my  lord ; 
Your  true  and  loyal  wife. 

Otb.  Come,  fwear  it,  damn  thyfelf ; 
Left,  being  like  one  of  heaven,  the  devils  themfelves 
Should  fear  to  feize  thee  r  therefore  be  double-damn'd. 
Swear — ^^thou  art  honcft. 

Def.  Heaven  doth  truly  know  it. 

Otb.  Heaven  trulv  knows,  that  thou  art.falfc  as 
hell. 

Vef.  To  whom,  my  lord  ?  With  whom  ? .  How 
am  I  falfe  ? 

•  But  not  your  vjofdsi\    This  line  is  added  out  of  the  firft 
•dition.    Pope. 

Otb. 
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Otb.  O  Defdemona ! — away  !  away  !  away  ! 

Bef.  Alas,  the  heavy  day  ! — Why  do  you  weep  ? 
Am  I  the  occafion  of  thefe  tears,  my  lord  ? 
If,  haply,  you  my  father  do  fufpedl, 
An  inftrument  of  this  your  calling  back, 
Lay  not  your  blame  on  me ;  if  you  have  loft  him,' 
Why,  I  have  loft  him  too. 

Otb.  Had  it  pleas'd  heaven 
To  try  me  with  afflidtion ;  had  h^  rain'd 
All  kind  of  fores,  and  ihames,  on  my  bare  head  i 
Steeped  me  in  poverty  to  the  very  lips  ; 
Given  to  captivity  me  and  my  utmoft  hopes  \ 
I  Ihould  have  found  in  fome  place  of  my  foul 
A  drop  of  patience  :  but  (alas  !)  to  make  me 
A  fixed  figure,  for  the '  time  of  fcorn 

To 

»  —  time  rffcorn\    The  reading  of  both  the  cldcft  quartos 
aad  the  folio  is, 

"  .— —  for  the  time  of  fcorn?* 
Mn  Rowe  reads  "  hand  of  fcorni**  and  facceedihg  editors  have 
filently  followed  him.    ,     . 

I  would  (though  in  oppofition  to  fo  many  great  authorities  in 
fiiTOur  of  the  change)  continue  to  read  with  the  old  copy : 

"■  the  time  <ff  fcorn. 
We  call  the  hour  in  'which  we  are  to  die^  the  hour  of  death-^the  time 
when  we  are  to  be  judged— /A^  day  ^judgment-^thQ  inftant  when 
we  fufier  calamity— /Z>f  mofnent  of  evil\  and  why  may  we  not  dif- 
tinguifh  the  time  which  bring;8  contempt  along  with  it,  by  the  title 
pf  the  time  cf  fcorn  f    Thus,  in  S^liman  and  Perfeda^  1 599 :  , 

"  So  lings  the  mariner  upon  the  fhore,  • 

^  When  he  hath  paft  the  dangerous  time  qffiorms!* 
Again,  in  Marllon's  Infatiate  Countefs,  1603 : 

"  III  poifon  thee ;  with  murder  carbe  thy  ps^ths, 
♦*  And  make  thee  know  a  time  of  irfa?r^. 
OthtUa  takes  his  idea  from  a  clock-     To  maU  rne  (fays  he)  afixea 
figure  (on  the  dial  of  the  world)  fir  the  hour  of  fcorn  to  point  and 
make  0  full fiop  at!    Steevens. 

flight  not  Shakefpeare  have  written— 
—  for  the  fcorn  of  time 
To  point  his  flow  unmoving  fing  r  at  ? 
/•  r.  the  marked  objeA  for  the  contempt  of  all  ages  and  all  time. 
So,  in  Hamlet: 

for  who  would  bear  the  whips  and  fcorns  of  time  f 

P  p  3  HowercK 
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To  point  his  flow  unmoving  finger  at, — 

OJ  O! 

Yet  could  I  bear  that  too ;  well,  very  well ; 

But  there,  where  1  have  4  garner'd  up  my  hear?  ; 

Where  cither  I  muft  live,  or  bear  no  life ; 

The  fountain  from  the  which  my  current  runs. 

Or  "clfe  dries  up ;  to  be  difcarded  thence  j 

Or  keep  it  as  a  cittern,  for  foul  toads 

To  knot    and  gender  in!— s  turn  thy  complexion 

there! 
Patience,  thou  young  and  rofe-lipp'd  cherubim  i 
Ay,  there,  look  grim  as  hell  1 

Def.  i  hope,  my  noble  lord  efteeras  nje  honeft. 

Oib.  O,  ay ;  as  fumtper  flies  are  in  the  (hambl^s. 
That  quicken  even  with  blowing.     ^  O  thou  weed, 

WhQ 

However*  in  fupport  of  the  refdkig  of  the  old  copies,  it  may  be 

obferved,    that    our    author  has  perfonificd  Ji'orn  in   his  88tl( 
Sonnet : 

"  When  thou  (halt  be  difpo5*4  to  fet  me  light, 
And  place  my  merit  in  the  eye  oi  Jcorit*'^ 
The  epithet  unmoving  (which  fome  of  the  e4itors  changed  to 
r—  andmovhig)  may  likewise  hf^  fupported  by  Shakefpeare's  xo4th 
Sonnet,  in  which  this  very  thought  is  expreffed  ; 
/*  Ah!  yet  doth  beauty,  liKc  tf  ^V«/-^>»«</, 
Steal  from  bis  figure^  and  m  pace  fercerved^ 
Sn  your  fwect  hue,  which  methinks  iliU  doth  fland^ 
^         Hath  mcnion,  and  min^  ^y^  may  be  deceived."    Malqke. 

*  "^ garner  d  up  «e>?  heart ;]  Th^t  18,  ireafured  up ;  tbc  ganta 
and  the  fountain  are  i  mpropcrly  conjoined .     Johnson. 

5  —  Turn  thy  compWkon  ther$^  die]  At  fuch  an  objofl  do  thou, 
patience^  thy  lei  c*  change  colour;  at  this  do  thou,  even  thou,  r«/J 
cherub  as  thou  art,  look-grim  as  heih  T^e  old  editiqns  and  the  new 
"have  it, 

\  here  look  grim  as  hcU^ 
Jwsis  written  for  ay,  and  not  fmce  correfted.    Johnson, 

•  —  O  thou  weed!]  Dr.  Johnfon  has,  on  this  occaiion,  been 
xmjuftly  cenfured  for  having  ftititd  difficulties  where  he  could 
not  remove  them.  I  would  therefore  obferve,  that  Othello's 
fpecch  is  printed  word  fof  word  from  the  folio  edition,  though  the 
<ju^to  ricads; 

"i      ■  O  thou  black  zixrd! 

Had 
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Who  art  fo  lovely  fair»  and  finelPft  fi>  fweet. 
That  the  fenfe  aches  at  thee^^'WouId,  thou  hadft 
ne'er  been  born  I 

Def.  AlaSy  what  ignorant  fin  have  I  committed  7 

Otb.  Was  this  fsur  paper  7,  this  inoft  goodly  book. 
Made  to  write  whore  upon  ?  What  committed  1 
Committed  ^  !-^  thoii  public  commoner  I 
I  (hould  make  very  foms  of  my  cheeks. 
That  would  to  cinders  bum  up  mpdefly. 
Did  I  but  fpeak  thy  deed. — What  committed ! 
Heaven  ftops  the  nofe  at  it,  and  the  moon  winks  ; 
The  bawdy  wind,  that  kifles  all  it  meets. 
Is  hufh'd  within  the  hollow  mine  of  earth, 
And  will  not  hear  it :  What  committed ! — Impudent 
ftrumpet! 

Jief.  By  heaven,  you  do  me  wrongs 

Otb.  Are  not  you  a  ftrumpet  \ 

Had  this  epithet,  Uacky  been  admitted,  there  would  ilill  have  r€* 
mained  aa  in€omj>Iete  verfe  in  the  fpeech :  no  addition^  beacfnr 
would  have  been  introduced;  but  inflead  of  it,  a  paltry  antitheni) 
between  the  words  hisck  and,/&«rv    Steeveks. 

^  Was  this  fair  p^er^  tto:.]    A&flbger  has  imitated  this  paibga 
IQ  The  Emperor  tfthe  Eqft: 

•*  ■  *■.■  ■  can  you  think 
**  This  mafterpiece  of  httv^,  this  precious  vellum 
**  Of  fuch  a  purity  and  virgin  whiteneis, 
'^  Could  be  deiignM  to  have  perjury  and  whoredom 
«*  In  capital  letters  writ  upon't  ?'*         Stee vens, 
■  Commtted!^    This,  and  the  three  following  Hnos»  are  omitted 
in  the firik  quarto.    Steevens, 

This  word  in  Shakefpeare's  time,be(ides  its  genera]  fignification, 
feems  to  have  been  applied  particularly  to  uoiawful  ads  of  love. 
Hence  perhaps  it  is  fo  often  repeated  by  Ckbello, — So,  in  Sir  Tho. 
Overbury's  Fery  ffoman^  ?6io:  **  She  comrnits  with  her  ears  for 
certain ;  after  that  ihe  may  go  for  a  itvaid,  but  (be  has  been  lain 
with  in  her  underdanding.  The  word  is  ufed  in  the  fame 
fenfe  in  Kingljtar:  ^^  Commit  not  with  man's  fworn  fpoufe.** 
Again^  in  Dicker's  Honeft  Whore^  firft  Part : 

**      ■  ■   if  all  committers  flood  in  a  rank, 
<'  ThcyM  make  a  laiie  in  which  your  Ihame  might  dwell  ** 

Malone. 
-  P  p  4  i>/. 
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Def.  No,  as  I  am  a  chriftian  : 
If  to  prefervc  this  vcflfcl  for  my  lord, 
From  apy  other  >  foul  unlawful  touch| 
;ge — not  to  be  a  ftrumpet,  I  am  none,  ^' 

Ofb.  What,  not  a  whore  I  ,       : 

J^ef.  No,  as  I  fhall  be  faved, 

Oib.  Is  it  poffible  ? 

Def.  O,  heaven  forgive  us ! 

Oib.  I  cry  you  mercy,  then ; 
I  took  you  for  that  cunning  whore  of  VenicC| 
,Thftt  niarri^d  with  Othello.— You,  miftrefs, 

EnUr  jEmlia. 

That  have  the  oiEce  oppofi^e  to  Saint  Peter, 
And  keep  the  gate  of  hdl ;  You !  you !  ay,  you ! 
,We  have  done  our  courfe  5  there'3  money  for  youf 

pains ; 
I  pray  yoy,  turn  the  key,  and  keep  our  counfel. 

j^mil.  Alas,  what  does  this  gentleman  conceive  ?— , 
How  do  you,  madam  ?  how  do  you^  my  good  lady  f 

Def.  Taith,  half  afleep. 

jEt^U.  Good  madani,  wl)at>  thp  inatter  with  my 
lord  ?  ' 

Vef.  With  who  ? 

j€miL  With  my  lord,  madam  ? 

Def.  Who  is  thy  lord  '  ? 

^miL  FJc  that  is  yours,  fweet  lady, 

Def.  I  have  none ;  Do  not  talk  to  me,  Emilia  i 
I  cannot  weep  ;  nor  anfwer  have  I  none, 
P«t  what  flapuld  go  by  yvater^     f^ir'ythee,  to-night 

.9  ~^ivsf  other,]    Thus  the  foUo«    The  quarto  reads— any 
taied.     StEEVEN3.  ^  » 

?  ffi?o  Utbj^  iordf]    This,  and  th^  fojlowing  fDcecJi,  are  oipiite4 
ipibe4rft<^uj|itQ,    §Tpi;yENjf,  ^  ^ 
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Lay  on  my  bed  my  wedding  (heets^ — ^remember  i— 

And  call  thy  hufband  hither. 

^mil  Here  isr  a  change  indeed !  [£x//t 

Def.  'Tis  meet  I  Ihould  be  us'd  fo,  very  meet. 

How  have  I  been  behav'd,  that  he  might  ftick 

?  The  fmaif  ft  opinion'  on  my  grcat'ft  abufe. 

En^er  lagOy  with  JEmilia. 

Jago.  What  is  your  plcafure,  madam  ?  How  is  it 
with  ypu  ? 

J)ef.  I  cannot  tell.     Thofe,  that  do  teach  young 
babesy 
Do  it  with  gentle  meslns^  and  eafy  taiks ; 
He  might  have  chid  me  fo ;  for,  in  good  faith,    . 
][  am  a  child  to  chiding. 

lago.  What  is  the  matter,  lady  ? 

^mil.  Alas,  lago,  my  lord  hath  fo  bewhor'd  her^ 
Thrown  fuch  defpight  and  heavy  terms  upon  her^ 
^s'true  hearts  cannot  bear. 

JDef.  Am  I  that  name,  lago  ? 

Jago.  What  name,  fair  lady  ? 

Hef.  Such  as,  (he  fays,  my  lord  did  fay  I  was. 

jEmil.  He  call'd  her,  whore;  a  beggar,  in  his  drink. 
Could  i^QX  h^ve  laid  fuch  terms  ^  upon  hiS'  callet. 

I  ThefmaJPft  opinion  on  niy  leaft  mifufe  P]     The  old  quarto  xieads  ; 
TheJmWftopiT(ion0nni^gtt2xOL^h\xkm 
Which  I  think  is  better.     Johnson.  ;* 

3  —  upon  bis  caller.]  Collet  is  a  lewd  woman ;  ^o  called  (fayf 
Dr.  Grey)  from  the  French  calotCy  which  was  a  fort  of  head-dreft 
worn  by- country  girls.  This  head-drefs  is  mentioped  by  Be^ 
Jonfon  in  his  Magnetic  Lad^^ : 

'♦  The  wearing  the  callot^  the  politic  hood.'* 
The  word  is  likewife  found  in  Cocke  Lorelles  Bote^  a  fatyre,  bl.  L 
printed  by  Wynkyn  de  Worde  %  no  date : 

**  Yf  he  call  her  calat^  (he  calleth  hym  knave  agaync.** 

Steevens, 
^•^fuch  terms  upon  his  callet.]     This  word  is  of  great  antiquity 
\^  the  Engliih  language.     Chaucer  has  it  in  his  Remedy  of  hove; 
'    C,  for  calet,  for  of,  we  have  O, 
J^,  for  leude,  P,  for  dcineanurc^  &c.         Percy. 

6  Ugo. 
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lago.  Why  did  he  fo  ? 

Def.  I  do  not  know ;  I  am  furc,  I  am  none  fuch» 

lag^.  Do  not  weep,  do  not  weep ;  Ala$,  the  day  !, 

jEmiU  H4t;h  Ihe  forfbok  fo  many  noble  matches. 
Her  father,  and  her  country,  and  her  friends. 
To  be  caird — where  J  would  it  not  make  one  weep  ? 

JDef.  It  is  my  wretched  fortune.   ' 

lago.  Befhrew  him  for  it ! 
How  comes  this  trick  upon  hinri  ? 

Def.  Nay,  heaven  doth  know, 

J&mil.  I  will  be  hangfd,  if  fome  eternal  villain. 
Some  bufy  and  ihfinuating  rogue. 
Some  cogging  cozening  flave,  to  get  fbnrc  officCs 
Has  not  dcvis'd  this  (lander ;  YW  be  hang'd  dfe, 

lago.  Fie,  there  iS  no  fuch  man  ;  it  is  impoflible* 

Def.  If  any  fuch  there  be,  heaven  panlon  him ! 

jEmih  A  haltet  pardon  himi  and  hell  gnaw  hi^ 
K  boneft! 

Why  fliould  he  caH  her,  whore?   who  keeps  her 

company  ? 
What  place?  what  time?  what  form?  what  Ukeli-^ 

hood? 
The  Moor's  abus'd  by  fome  mofl;  villainous  knave. 
Some  bafc4  notorious  knave,  fomefciirvy  fellow : — 
O,  heaven,  that  fuch  companions  *  thouMft  unfold  j 
And  put  in  every  honeft  hand  a  whip. 
To  laOi  the  rafcal  naked  through  the  world, 
•Even  from  the  eaft  to  the  weft  ! 

^  4  .^notorious — ]     For  grofs^  not  in  its  proper    meaniag  for 
.  lato^ixm.        Johnson. 

'  ^—fuch  companions]    Companion^  in  the  time  cf  Shakefpeaie 

was  ufed  as  a' word  of  contempt  in  the  fame  fenfe  as  jtlkmj  is  at 

this  day,     So»  in  the  Widow's  Tears,  by  Chapman,  1612  :    <*  How 

nowt  bafe  companioM  !^  ^ 

i\gain|  in  the  Spanijh  Traged^^  160^ : 

*'  And  better  'tis  that  he^e  companies  die. 

Than  by  their  life  to  hazard  our  good  ba|>s."      Malone« 
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lagif.  ^  Speak  within  door. 

JSmiL  O,  &^  ypon  bim!   fome  fuch  fquire  he 
was. 
That  turn'd  your  wit  7  the  feamy  fide  without, 
>lnd  made  you  to  fufped  me  with  the  Moor^ 

lago   You  are  a  fool ;  go  to. 

Def.  O  good  lago, 
What  ihall  I  do  to  win  my  lord  again  ? 
Good  friend,  go  to  him ;  for,  by  this  light  of  heaven, 
I  know  not  how  I  loft  him.    Here  I  kneel  ^  ;^«» 
If  e'er  my  will  did  treQ)afs  'gainft  bis  love. 
Either  in  difcourfe,  or  thought  >,  or  adual  deed; 
Or  that  mine  eyes,  mine  ears,  jor  any  fenfe. 
Delighted  f  hem  in  any  other  form  % 
Or  that  I  do  not  yet,  and  ever  did. 
And- ever  will,~though  he  do  ihake  me  off 
To  beggarly  divorcement, — love  him  dearly. 
Comfort  forfwear  me !  Unkindnefs  may  do  much  ; 
And  his  unkindnefs  may  defeat  my  life. 
But  never  taint  my  love.    I  cannot  fay,  whore ; 
It  does  abhor  me,  now  I  fpeak  the  word ; 
To  do  the  a£t  that  might  the  additbn  earn. 
Not  the  world's  mafs  of  vanity  could  make  me»      r 

lago.  1  pray  you,  be  content ;  ^tis  but  his  humour  1 
The  bufinefs  (h  the  ftate  does  him  offence. 
And  he  does  <  chide  with  you. 

Dff,  Jf  'twere  no  other, — 

Jago»  It  is  but  fo,  I  warrant  you.  [frumf^ts. 

H^rk,  how  thefe  infiruments  fummon  to  fupper ! 

*  Sfeai  within  doarJ\    Do  not  damour  ib  as  to  be  heard  beyond 
the  boufe.    Johnson. 

1  rr'the  Jeam^fide  without :'\     That  is,  imfide  cut*        Johhsok. 

*  Wert  I  kneels  Sec.}    The  firft  quarto  omits    the  ral  of  this 
Ijpeech.  St££V£ns. 

*  Eitbif  im  dtfceurfe^  or  thought^    The  folio  reads— difcourfc  of 
f1tougki--and  perhaps  rightly.    See  Miltou,  P.  L.  B.  Vi  1.  4884 

SteetenSp 
I  «—  €bid9  'mthjtm^l    This  line  is  from  the  quarto,  1622. 

Steevens. 
t  And 
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*  And  the  grcart:  meflcngers  of  Venice  ftay  : 
Go  in^  and  weep  not ;  all  things  (hall  be  welL 

lExeunf  De/demona,  and  jEmilia^ 

Enter  Roderigo. 

How  noWy  Roderigo  ? 

Rod.  I  do  not  find,  that  thou  deaPft  juftly  with  me.' 

logo.  What  in  the  contrary  ? 

Rod^  Every  day  thou  doff  ft  me  with  fonie  device, 
lago ;  and  rather  (as  it  feems  to  me  now)  keep*ft  from 
me  all  conveniency,  than  fupplieft  me  with  the  leaft 
advantage  of  hope.  I  will,  indeed,  no  longer  endure 
it :  Nbr  am  I  yet  perfuaded,  to  put  up  in  peace  what 
already  I  have  foolifhly  fuSered. 

lagtu  Will  you  hear  me,  Roderigo  ? 

Rod.  Faith,  I  have  heard  too  much;  for  you( 
wprds  and  performances,  are  no  kin  cogether% 

Jago.  You  charge  me  moft  unjuftly. 

Rc4»  With  nought  but  truth.  I  have  wafted  mylelf 
cut  of  my  means.  The  jewda  you  .have  had  from 
me,  to  deliver  to  Defdemona,  would  hi^lf  have  cor- 
rupted  a  vdtarift :  You  have  told  me — ihe  hath  re-. 
cciv'd  them,  and  returned  me  expedlations  and  com- 
forts of  fudden  refpeifl:  ^  and  acquaintance  \  but;  X 
find  none. 

lago.  Well ;  go  to  ;  very  well, 
. .  Rod.  Very  well  I  go  to !  I  cannot  go  to,  man  ; 
nor  *tis  not  very  well :  By  this  hand,  I  fay,  it  is  very 
fcurvy ;  and  begin  to  find  myfelf  fobbed  in  it, 

Jago.  Very  well. 

.  Rod.  I  tell  you,  'tis  not  very  well.     I  will  make 
myfelf  known  to  Defdemona:  if  (he  will  return  me 

*  And  the  great  mejfengers  of  Venice  Jlq^  \\     Thus  the  quarto^ 
The  fi>lio  reads : 

The  mejjengers  of  Fenice  Jie^  the  meat^  „Steeven5, 

^  '^andficquaintance;-^']    Thus  the  folio.    The  quarto  reads— • 
eind  ^cfiuUtance.    St  e  e  v  e  n«  . 

my 
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xay  jewels,  I  will  give  over  my  fuit,  and  repent  mv 
unlawftil  folicication;  if  not,  aflure  yoarfelf»  I  waU 
ieek  fatisfadion  of  you. 
Ja^9.  You  have  fiud  now. 
Rod.  Ay,  and  I  have  faid  nothing,  but  what  I^ 
proteft  intendment  of  doing. 

lago.  Why,  now  I  fee  there's  mettle  in  thee; 
and  even  from  this  inftant,  do  build  on  thee  a  better 
opinion  than  ever  before.  Give  me  thy  hand,  Ro« 
derigo :  Thou  haft  taken  againft  me  a  moft  juft  ex« 
ception ;  but  yet^  I  proteft,  I  have  dealt  moft  di« 
redly  in  thy  affair. 

Rod.  It  hath  not  appeared. 

lago.  I  grant,  indeed,  it  hath  not  appeared  ;  and 
your  fufpicion  is  not  without  wit  and  judgment.  But, 
Roderigo,  if  thou  haft  that  within  thee  indeed,  which 
I  have  greater  reafon  to  believe  now  than  ever, — 
I  mean,  purpofe,  courage,  and  valour, — this  night 
fliew  it :  If  thou  the  next  night  following  enjoy  eft  not 
Defdemona,  take  me  from  this  world  with  treachery, 
and  devife  engines  for  my  life. 

Rod.  Well,  what  is  it  ?  is  it  within  reafon,  and 
compals  ? 

lago.  Sir,  there  is  efpecial  commiffion  come  front 
Venice,  to  depute  Caffio  in  Othcllo*s  place. 

Rod.  Is  that  true?  why,  then  Othello  and  Def- 
defmona  return  again  to  Venice. 

lago.  O,  no ;  he  goes  into  Mauritania,  and  taketh 
away  with  him  the  fair  Deidemona,  unlefs  his  abode 
be  lingered  here  by  fome  accident ;  wherein  none  can 
be  fo  determinate,  as  the  removing  of  Caffib. 

Rod.  How  do  you  mean — removing  of  him  ? 

lagv.  Why,  by  making  him  uncapable  of  Othello's 
place ;  knocking  out  his  brains. 

Rod.  And  that  you  would  have  me  to  do  ? 

lago.  Ay ;  if  you  dare  do  yourfclf  a  profit,  and  a 
right.     He  fups  to-night  with  a  harlot,  and  thither 

wiU 
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will  I  go  to  him ; — he  knows  not  yet  df  his  fionouf- 
able  fortune:  if  you  will  watch  his  going  thence^ 
(which  I  will  falhion  to  fall  out  between  twelve  and 
one)  you  may  take  him  at  your  pleafure ;  I  will  be 
near  to  fecond  your  attempt,  and  he  (hall  fall  between 
us*  Come,  ftand  not  amaz*d  at  h,  but  go  along  with 
me  %  I  will  (hew  you  fuch  a  neceflity  in  his  deaths 
that  you  fhall  think  yourfelf  bound  to  put  it  on  him« 
It  is  now  high  fupper-time^  and  the  flight  grows  tcr 
wafte :  about  it. 

Rod.  I  will  hear  further  reafon  for  thii$. 

lago.  And  you  ihall  be  facisfied#  [£xeiMi^« 

SCENE        III. 
j1  room  in  the  tajik. 

Enter  OtbilU^  Lodovico^   Defdemona^  JEmtUa^  and 
Attendants. 

Lod.  I  do  befeech  you^  fir,  trouble  yourfelf  no 
further.  , 

Otb.  O,  pardon  me ;  'twill  do  me  good  to  walk. 

Lod.  Madam,  good  night }   1  humbly  thank  your 
ladyfhip. 

Def.^  Your  honout  is  moft  welcome. 

Otb^  Will  you  walk,  fir  ?~0,  Defdemona!-*- 

Bef.  My  lord? 

Otb.  Get  you  to  bed  on  the  inftant  5  I  will  be  re- 
turned forthwith  :  difmifs  your  attendant  there;  look^ 
it  be  done.  [Exit. 

Def.  1  will,  my  lord. 
•'  jSmiL  How  goes  it  now?   he  looks  gentler  than 
he  did. 

Def.  He  fays,  he  will  return  incontinent  s 
He  hath  commanded  me  to  go  to  bed^ 
An4  bade  me  to  difmifs  you* 
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JSmil.  Difmifs  me! 

Def.  It  was  his  bidding ;  therefore,  good  iEoiiria^ 
Give  me  my  nightly  wearing,  and  adieu : 
We  muft  not  now  difpleafc  him, 

JEmil.  I  would,  you  had  neyer  feen  him ! 
Def.  So  would  not  1 1  my  love  doth  fo  approve  him. 
That  even  his  ftubbornnefs,  his  checks,  and  frowns,*^ 
Pr'ythee,  unpin  me, — have  grace  and  favour  in  them. 
^191/7.  I  have  laid  thofe  fheets  you  bade  me  oa 

the  bed. 
Def.  Airs  one: — Good  father!  how  foolifh  are 
our  minds  ?-^ 
If  I  do  die  before  thee,  pr*ythee,  ihroud  me 
hi  one  of  thofe  fame  fheets. 
yEmiL  Come,  come,  you  talk. 
Def  My  mother  had  a  maid,  call'd — Barbara; 
She  was  in  love  ;  4  and  be,  Ihe  lov'd,  prov'd  mad^ 
And  did  forfake  her :  Ihe  had  a  fong  of  willow. 
An  old  thing  'twas,  but  it  expreft'd  her  fortune. 
And  (he  dy'd  finging  it :  That  fong,  to-night, 
Will  not  go  from  my  mind  ^  ^  I  have  much  to  do. 

But 

At^  did  forfake  her.*'^']     We  (hould  rcadt 
—  and  he^  Jbe  kn^d,  firfook  hcr^ 

And fhe prov'd  mad.  ■  >  ■  WARBtTKTOir. 

1  believe  that  mad  only  fignifies  *ujildyfrantick^  Mncertain. 

JOHZrSONT* 

We  ftUl  call  a  wild  girl  a  mad-cap :  and,  ia  the  firft   Part  of 
King  Henry  VI,  are  mentioned, 

Mady  natural  graces  that  extinguifii  art. 
Again,  in  the  Ttva  Gentlemen  of  Ferona; 

Come  on,  you  mad-c^p, 
^gam,  in   Xjfve^s    Lahur^s  Lo/ii     ^*  Do  you  hear,  my  ma4 
wenches  ?••        Steevens. 
^  —  FtH  much  ado. 
But  to  go  hang  my  head-^"]    I  hof^  much  ado  to  do  any  thing 
lut  bang  n^  bead.    We  might  read : 

Not  to  go  bang  my  head. 
.    This  18  perhaps  the  only  infertion  made  in  the  latter  editiona 
which  has  improved  the  play.    The  reH  feem  to  have  been  added 

for 
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But  to  go  hang  my  head  all  o'  ont  fide. 
And  fing  it  like  poor  Barbara.     Pr'ythee,  difpatdi 
^miL  Shall  I  go  fetch  your  night-gown  ? 
Def.  No,  unpin  me  here. — 
This  Lodovico  is  a  proper  man* 
^m7.  A  very  handfome  man.  > 
Def.  He  fpcaks  well.  .  ^      '^- 

.  jEmil.  I  know  a  Jady  in  Venite,  PrtmH  Iwtve  !*tlky 
barefoot  to  Paleftine,  for  a  touch  ^f?  his  tiecfaer  lip. 
Def.  ^  The  poor  foul  fat  Jigging  7  byy^y^mnore  tm^ 
Sing  all  a  ^p-etn  wtV/^":-, /"i-  •  f  Singing. 
Her  hand  on  her  hofom^  bet  head'^m^bif  imesy 

Sing  willow,  willow,  wtllSv  i^ 
The  frejh  ftr earns  ^  ran  by  bifi-Afd  Wm^ur'd  hcf 
moans]  -    •  • '*  .*"i*'iv  . 

Sing  willow  M^c.    '^      -^'    •    *' 
Her  fait  tears  fell  front  heriamifofiifky  tbe^  ft  ones; 
Lay  by  thcfe:  "*•*.:  .7*   *  '  ''. 

Sing  willow,'  &c.     ^  '  ^' v*/;  ^'\' 
fVillow,'tviUow,  S?r, "  •  —''—•'  '-'-*^/* 
Pr'ythee,  hye  thee;  he'lt  trome^non.-*^  -^ '  - 

Sing  all  a  green  willow  muft  Be  niy  garland, 

'  ...  2..-  '.  .       /';  / 

Let  no  body  blame  him-,  fniJcQ^n^  fppro*ve^-^ 
Nay,  that's  not  ncxj.-^Hirt  1.  w]^g  isjt  .^at knocks? 

*>r  the  fake  of  anlpHiCBmn,  or  dtarnvroin  -  ♦When  the  imagiM- 
•  tion  ■  had  fubiided»  •  and  the  -mind  waft  na^ioager ^.agitated  by  the 
liorror  of  the  adtign^  jt  becxvnic  ^j  leifi^rQ  tojopk  round  for  fpccious 
additions*  This  addition  \%  ;]atural;  Defdemona  can  at  firt 
hardly  forbear  to  ling  the  fong ;  (he  endeavours  to  change  her 
train  of  thoughts,  but  her  imagination  at  laft  prevails,  aiad  UK 
fings  it.    Johnson. 

From  /  hanje  much  to  do^  to  "Nay-  that^s  not  next^  was  inferted  ate 
the  firft  edition,  as  likewife  the  remnlhing  part  of  the  fong. 

•  The  poor  foul^  ^c]  This  fong,  in  two  parts,  is  pinted  in  a  late 
coIle£)ion  of  old  ballads ;  the  lines  preserved  here  differ  fomewbat 
firom^the  copy  difcovered  by  the  ingenious  collector.     JoHNsoJf. 

^  —  fat  finging — ]  Thus  the  old  copies :  but  the  fong  a* 
publtihed  by  Dn  Percy,  in  the  firit  volume  of  his  Reliques  o/Aa* 
dint  Engii/b  Poetry^  reads—**  idx  Jighing%^    Steevens. 
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i/iSmiL  It  IS  the  wind. 
■  Def.  «  /  calN  my  love,  falfc  hve\  hut  whdt  fdid  bi 
then? 
Sing  willow^  £s?r. 

If  I  court  more  women^  you^U  couch  with  more  wen. 
So,  get  thee  gone ;  good  night.    Mine  eyes  do  itch } 
Doth  that  bode  weeping  ? 
*  uEmiL  'Tis  neither  here  nor  there. 

Def.  I  have  heard  it  faid  fb  9^^^Q^  thefe  nien>  thele 
men  1 — 
Coft  thou  in  cooiaence  think, — tell  me,  iEmilia,— 
That  there  be  wpmen  da  abufe  their  hufbands 
In  fuch  grofs  kind  ? 

jEmiL  There  be  {ome  fuch,  no  queftion* 

I)e/.  Would'ft  tbaa  do  fuch  a  deed  for  all  the  world  i 

jEmiL  Why,  would  not  you  ? 

Def.  No,  by  this  heavenly  light ! 

Jbmih  Nor  I  neither,  by  this  heavenly  light ; 
I  might  do*t  a&  well  i'  the  dark*. 

Def.  Wouldft  thou  do  fuch  a  deed  for  all  the  world  ? 

jEmiL  The  world  is  a  huge  thing :  Tis  a  great 
price 
For  a  fmall  vice. 

Def  In  troth,  I  think  thoU  wouldft  not. 

jEmil.  In  troth  I  think  I  ihould ;  and  undo'c^ 
when  I  had  done.  Marry,  I  would  not  do  fuch  a 
thing  for  a  jointuring  j  .nor  for  meafures  of  lawn ; 
nor  for  gowns,  petticoats,  nor  caps,  nor  any  petty 
exhibition  :  but,  for  all.  the  jjfhole  world, — Why, 
who  would  not  make   her  hufband  a  cuckold,  to 

•  /  calTd  wy  Ictve  falfe  te^;— *]  This  couplet  is  not  in  ihfi 
ballad,  which  is  the  complaior^  not  of  a  woman  forfaken,  but  of  a 
inan  reje<^ed.  Thefe  lines  were  probably  added  when  it  was  ae** 
comroodated  to  a  woman.     JoHNso^f. 

*  I  have  beard  it  faid  fo^  This,  as  well  as  the  following  fpce^h, 
Is  omitted  in  the  iiril  quarto.    Steevens. 

Vol.  X,  0*^^  ttiakc 
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make  him  a  monarch  ?  I  ftiould  venture  p^rgttory 
fbr't. 

JDef.  Bcfhrcw  me,  if  I  would  do  fuch  a  wrong 
For  the  whole  world. 

jSmH^  Why^  the  wrong  is  but  z:  wrong  i'  the 
world ;  and^  Having  the.  world^for  your  Ikbour,  'tis 
a  wrong  in  your  own  worlds  and  you  might  quicklf 
make  it  right. 

Def.  I  do  not  thinfe,  there  is  any  fiach  woman. 

JEmiL  Yes,  a  dozen ;  and  as  many  to  the  van- 
tage ',  as 
Would  (lore  the  world  they  played  for. 
But,  I  do  think  %  it  is  their  huftarid's-  faults. 
If  wives  do  fall :  Say,  that  they  flact  thehr  duties. 
And  pour  our-  treafurcs  into  foreign  laps  j 
Or  clfe  break  out  in  peevifh  jealoufics,  ^^    ., 
Throwing  reft raint  upon  us  •,  or^  .%y,  tfie^^^ftiifce  us. 
Or  fcant'  aur.forrner.  havlngla^efpigHfjV  T  .^^ 
Why,  we  have  galls  ^  .and,  though  we  have  loti^  grace, 
Yet  have  we  fome  revenge.    X^t  ^ufbai^^?  Kaw, 
Their  wives  have  fetifc  like  tliera  ;  they  fee,  and  Imell, 
And  have  their  palates  both  forfweetand  four, 
As  hufbands  have.     What  isjt  th^t  they  do. 
When  they  change  us.ifoVQthei'Sj  ?  Js  itlport  ? 
I  think,  it  is  -,  And  dojth  afFeiftiop  Br^djti^^  \  ■ 
I  think  it  doth  ;  Is't' frailty,  that  thus  errs^'  ' 
It  is  lb  too :  And  have  not  wfi;  afFcftions  ?    . 
Defires  for  fport  ? '  and  frailty,  as  men  .have  ?  ^ ' 
Then,  let  them  ufe  irt  well  i  elfe,  let  them  know. 
The  ills  we  do,  their  ills  inftruft  us  to. 


»  —  to  the  vanfagff,']  i.  e.  to  bo6t,  otef  Und  'stbbve.  Stee  ven%  ' 
*  But  I  do  thinks  &c.)     The  remittning  part  of  this  fpccch  is 
•mitted  in  the  firft  quarto.     Steevens. 

^  —  our  former  ha'vin^-^1    Our  former  allowance  of  e^pence. 

JoKN;>o:f. 
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jb^  Good  night,  good  night  ;^  4  Heaven  me  fucK 
ufage  fend, 
Kot  to  pick  bad  from  bad  i  but^  by  bad^  mend ! 


A  G  T   ^*      S  C  E  ISf  E    Iv 

....  knfer  S^ami  Acderigi. 

Tagb;  Hert/  (titid  faiehind  this  btilk;  iSrdigfat  Vrill 
he  come  i  ' 

Wcdr  thy  gobd  racier  bare,  and  put  it  home  j 
^ick,  quick ;  fear  nothing  i  l-U  be  at  tfi^  elbow  x 
It  makes  us,  dr  it  mars  Us  'j  thihk  oi\'that, 
itod  file  moftfirnl  tliy  refoiutioh. 

Rod.  Be  liear  at  hand -,.  I  may  mifcarry  in*t^ 
lago.  Here,  at  thy  handj:  be  bold,  and  takdthy 

fword, 
Rod\  I  haire  no  great  dfevotlon  to  the  deed  -, 
And  yet  he  hath  giveii  tne  facisfying  reafbns  : — 
^Tis  but  ^  man  gone :— forth,  my  fword ;  he  dies* 

{Stands  apatK 
iago.  5 1  h^Ve  rabb*d  this  yoting'quat  almoft  to  the 
fcnfe. 

And 

*  '^heaven  ihe  Juch  u(es  jfenJ,']     Siith  is  the   reading   of  the 
folio,  and  of  the  fubfequent  editions  ;  but  the  old  quarto  ha^: 

■  ■      .fucb  ufage  fend» 
•  tJfaie  is  an  old  "word  for  cuftd??i^  and,  I  think,  better  thah  ufes. 

Johnson* 
^  In  ibme  editions, 

Fve  ruhVdiUsyoUng  gbat  alrAoft  fo  th  fenje^ 
jind  he  grows  angry, ]     This  is  a  paffage  much  cpntfoverted 
flthong  the  editoi-s*     Sir  T.  Hatimer  reads  qiiah^  tL  gudgeon;  not 
that  9  godgcon  can  be  ruihd  to  much-yi;^,  but  that -a  man  grofsly 

Q^q  4  deceived 
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And  he  grows  angry.    Now,  whether  he  kill  Cafllo^ 

Or  Caflio  him,  or  each  do  kill  the  other. 

Every  way  makes  my  gain  ^ :   Live  Roderigo, 

He  calls  me  to  a  rcftitution  large 

Of  gold,  and  jewels,  that  I  bobb'd  from  him. 

As  gifts  to  Defdemona ; 

It  muft  not  be :  if  Caflio  do  remain. 

He  hath  a  daily  beauty  in  his  life. 

That  makes  mje  ugly  V,  and*,  befides,  the  Moor 

May  unfold  me  to  himi  there  ft  and  I  in  much  j>eriU 

No,  he  muft  die.: — But  fo^,  i  hear  him  coming. 

Mnt^  CaJftOt 

Rod.  1  know  his  gait,  'lis  he.;-^VllhiidJ  thou  dy'ft. 
[He  runs  at  CafftOj  and  wounds  him. 
Cafk  That  ithrult  had  been  mine  enemy  indeed, 
But  that  my  coat  is  better  than  thou  think'ft ; 
I  will  make  proof  of  thine.        i  . 

[Fight.  Cajfto  i^ounds  Roderigo :  lagocuts  Cajjk 
behind  in  the  legyond  aif*     ,    ^ 
Rj^d.  O,  I  am  flain  !  ; 

deceived  is  dfrcncalled a gudgeM.  Mr. Upton  ncads  ^il,  which 
he  proves,  by  much  learning,  to  be  a  very  cjiolerifc  l)ird.  Dr. 
Warburton  retains  gnat^  which  is  found  in*  die"  early  quarto. 
Theobald  would  introduce  knot,  a  fmall  bird  of  that  name.  1  have 
followed  the  text  of  the  folio,  and  third  and  fourth  quartos. 

A  quat  in  the  midland  counties Js  z, pimple^  which  by  rubbing 
is  made  to  fmart,  t>r  is  rubbed  to  finfe*  Roderigo  is  called  a  quat 
by  the  fame  mode  of  fpcech,  as  a  low  fdlow  is  now  termed 
in  low  language  zjhab.  la  rub  to  tln^  fcnfi^'^su  ¥u^  to  the 
quick.     JoHNsotl.     ■   .  .'.-■;-. 

Soy  in  T/je  Devil's  La^\^'cq/e,  1623:    *'  O  j'ouag^»»//  incon- 
•  .  tinence  is  plagued  in  all  creatures  in  the  world.'* 

Again,  in  Deckar's  GuPs  Hornbook^  1 609 :    '*  —  whether  he  be  « ^ 
yong  quat  of  the  firftyeeres  revennew,  Or  fome  auilere  and  fallen- 
facM  fleward,  &c." 

Such  another  thought  occurs  in  Ben  Jonfon*s  Catiline: 

"  —  muil  have  their  difgraces  ftill  new  rubl^,dy 
''^*  To  make  them  fmart,  &c.'*        St£evens. 

*  ^vrjfgain:^    The  quartoft  read— my^^z«f.     Stcevens. 

Caf. 
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Caf.  I  am  nialm'd  for  ever :— Help,  ho !  murder ! 
murder ! 

Enter  Otbelk^  ahove. 

0th.  The  voice  of  Caflio  :— lago  keeps  his  word, 

R04.  O,  villain  that  I  ^m  ! 
'    Otb.  Hark  t  'tis  even  fo. 

Caf.  p,  help,  ho!  light!  afurgeon! 

Otb.  Tis  be  j — O  brave  lago,  honcft,  and  juff, 
That  haft  fuch  noble  fenfe  0/  thy  friend's  wrong  I    . 
Thou  teachcft  me,— Minibfi,  ybiir  d^ar  lies  dead. 
And  your  fate  hies^pice  7 :— .Skrumpet,  I  come  : 
Forth  of  my  heart 'thofe  charms,  thine  eyes,  arc 

blotted; 
Thy  bed,  luft-ftain'dj  fliall  with  luft's  blood  be  fpotted. 
I    ;    '  .        lExit  Othello. 

Enter  Lodovico^^and  Gwtmm^  nt  4^  diftante. 

Col/.  WhfiU  ho!  no  wat(;h?'s>nopairagc?  mur- 
der !  murder'! 
Gra*  *Tis  fomc  mifchance;  the  cry  is  very  dire- 
ful. 
Caf.  0,hclp!    '      ;. 

iZi?//..  Q  wretched' vUbin  I 

l^odf  Twoor  thitt^niins  j^jt  its  »  a  heavy  night : 

:,  ./.  .  -y  •       Thcfe 

f  Ai^dyowrftfie  hies  apace  i]    Thus  the  firft  quarto.    The  fecond 
quarto  and  tKe  folio  read — And  your  unbUfi  fate  bits.    Stee  yens, 

•  Forth  ef  n^  h$art^  &c.l     Thus  the  firft  quarto.     The  folio 
ireads,  For  of:  perhaps  the  true  rcadUng^  is.  For  ^  &c.    - 

Steevens* 

•  —  nopafpage  ^-^j    Njd  paflengers  ?  nobody  going  by  ? 

JOHNSOIf* 

So,  in  the  Comedy  ef  Errors: 

**  Now  in  the  ftirring paf^e  of  the  day."    Ste e  ve ki. 
»  —  tf  heavy  night\]    A  thick  clou^  night,  in  which  an  ambufli 
|nay  be  commodioully  laid.    Joh n  son. 
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j^        o  T  iji  )^  t  h  o; 

Tbefe^may  be  counterfeits;  lec^s  thiak!t  m^ih 
To  come  in  to  the  cry,  without  more  help. 
Rod.  No  body  come  ?  then  (hall  I  bleed  to  dcath^ 

Enter  Jago^  ^tb  4  tigUr 

Lod.  Hark ! 

Cra.  Here's  one  comes  in  hijB  fliirt,  wiiji  light  vA 

weapons, 
/i$^«  wWs  there?  wlx>{e;iQi£:  is:tbi5^  t^i^tciic^ 

ouc  murder? 
Jj>d*  We  do  not  know. 
lagc.  Did  not  you  hear  a  cry  ? 
<7^  Here,  here ;  .for  h^^ven's  -fykc^  bc^  f»e* 
/tff^.  What's  the  matter  ? 
Gra.  This  is  Othello's  ancicntj  fl$  J  tftUf  it. 
Ijfd.  The  fame,  indeed  ;  a  very  valiant  fellowJ 
lago.  What  are  you  here,  that  cry  fo  grievoufly? 
Ctf/,  lagQ  ?  O,  I  am  fpoil'd^  uudon^  by  vidUins  t 
Give  me  fome  help. 
lago.  O  me,  lieutenant !  what  villains  have  done 

this  ? 
Caf.  I  think,  that  one  of  them  is  hereabout. 
And  cannot  make  away. 
'  lago.  O  treacherous  villains  ! — 
.What  are  you  there  ?  come  in^  and  give  fonne  help* 

\Tq  Lad.  and  Qra% 
Rod.  O,  help  me  here  ! 
Caf..  That's  one  of  them. 
lago.  O  murderous  flavc !  O  villain ! 

[^1^0  ftahs  Uml 
Rod.  O  damn'd   lago!    O  inhuman    dog  I — O! 

O,  O ! 
iago.  Kill  nien  i*  the  dark! — Where    b?   Jthcfc 
bloody  thieves  ? — 

S09  in  Mtafure  fir  Meafire : 

Upon  the  Seavy  middle  of  the  night.    SteeyekS* 
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How  Jilent  is  this  town ! — Ho!  murder!  murder!-— 
What  may  you  be  ?  are  you  of  good,  or  evil  ? 

Lod.  As  you  (hall  prove  us,  praife  us. 

lago,  Signior  Lodovico  ? 

Lod.  He,  fir, 

lago.  I  cry  you  mercy ;  Here's  Caflio  hurt  by 
villains. 

Gra.  Caffio! 

Jag^*  How  is  it'j  brother?   ,  ^.  .;    ,. 

Caf.  My  leg  is  cut  in  two,.     , 

J4go^  Marry,  heaven  forJaid  l-^, , .    ,, 
I^ight,  gentlemen  j— rll  bmd  it  mxK  my  (hirt, 

Enter  BUnca.   - 

Btan.  What  is  the  matter,  ho? ' ^ho is't  that  cryM  T 

lago.  Who  is't  that  cry'd  ? 

Bian.  O  my  dear  Caflio !  my  fweet  Caflio ! 
O  CaflTio !  Caflio  !  Caffio ! 

Jago.  O  notable  ftrumpet! — Cafljo,    may    you 
fufpcft 
Who  they  fhould  be,  that  have  thus  mangled  you  ? 

Caf.  No. 

Gra.  I  am  forry,  to  find  you  thus ;  I  have  been 
to  feek  you. 

lago.  Lend  n\e  a  garter  * :  So. — O,  foraxhair. 
To  bear  hini  eafily  hence ! 

Bian.  Alas,  he  faints  :— O  Caflio!  Caflio!  Cafliol 

lago.  Gentlemen  all,  I  do  fufpcd  this  trafli 
To  be  a  party  in  this  injury. 
Patience  a  whik,  good  Caflio. — Come,  come; 
I^end  me  a  light.— Know  we  this  face,  or  no  ? 
/^las !  my  friend,  and  my  dear  countryman  5, 

*  Lend  me  a  garter^  8cc.]  This  fpccch  is  omitted  in  the  firfi: 
quarto.    Steevens. 

'  Alas  ff^  Jritvdy  and r^ dear cawntxymTinV]  Thispaflage  ia* 
contedably  proves  that  lago  was  meant  for  a  Venetian. 

N.  B.  All  the  notes  to  which  no  names  are  fubfcribed,  are  takeii 
froiTJ  the  laft  Oxford  edition.    Steevens. 
*    '  Qj\  4  Roderigo? 
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Rodcrigo?  no: — Yes, furej — O heaven!  Roderigo, 

Gra.  What,  of  Venice  ? 

lago.  Even  he,  fir ;  did  you  know  hidi  ? 

Gra.  Know  him  ?  ay.* 

Jago.  §ignior  Gratiano  ?  I  cry  you  gentle  pardon  j 
Thcle  bloody  accidents  muft  cxcufe  my  manners, 
.That  fo  ncgledted  you. 

Gra*  I  am  glad  to  fee  jrou.    . 

lago.  How  do  you,  Caffib  ? — O,  z,  chair,  a  chair  f 

Gra.  Roderigo  I  :      .      ,  r     -  ■  .   ■ 

J^o.  He,  he,.'ti^  be  :-rrnO,  tliat's  well, (aid ;— the 
'   chair: —        .  -  -  x-j  [^Adnir^hrought  in^ 
Some  good  man  bear  him' carefully  from  hence  j 
X\\  fetch  tbc  gcn^ii's  &tgpp«*~f  oryim;  miftrefs, 

.  '  f^o  Bianca^ 
Save  you  youtt  Likouri--^He.that  lies  (lalnrfrerc,  CafSo, 
Was  my  dear  friend ;  'What  QJtlicc  was  bstwech  you  I 

Qaf.  Npw  i».tbc-wttdd;.iiQr<lpil'knQw  the  man. 

lago.  \^d  i&Vl»-3  Wfiai^  Boofci7du,pdlc:3-^0,  bear 
him  oyt  tf  theair,**.^  ^  {Gsfj^ov  iorne  off^ 
Stay  you,  good  gendemen  4.^-look  you  pale,  miftrcfi? 
Po  you  perceive  t-he^^ftncfs  5  pf  her  eye  ?--r- 
Nay,  if  you  ftare  ^  we  fliall  hear  inore  anon  : — 
Behold  her  well;  I  prjy  jjow^^lpK)!^  upon  her; 
Po  you  fee,  gentlemen  ^i^rtguikincfs  will  fpeak, 
Thoi?gh  tongues  were  out  of  ufp^ 

SfiH^t.  ^9iiba» 

JEmiL  -Las,  whatV  ihe  ma'tter  ?  Whaf  s  the  matt 

ter,  hulband  ? 
lago.  Caffib  hsKh*  heife^eeii  feevOtt  irr 'the  dark, 
Py  Roderigo,  a'n^  fellbvVs  t:Katj'  aje  YcapV^ 

^  T-j'^w^' gentlemen..]  I  Iflty^^  ^  ^fQli9f    ITI^  quartos  read, 
pentkwoman,     SrEEVpais. 

5  —  the  gaftncfs]     So  the  folio.    The  quartos  xtaA^jeJlurts. 

^  ¥f'^  ^fyoMji^rty'^     So  t)ic  fojio?     The  quartof  xe2/A^  Jthre, 

Steevens. 

^'5 
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He's  almoft  flain,  and  Roderigo  dead* 

yEmiL  Alas^  good  gentleman !  alas,  good  Caflio ! 

la^o.  This  is   the  fruit  of  whoring.— Pr*ythec, 
Emilia, 
Go  know  of  Caffio  where  he'  fupp'd  to-night :~  ': 
'What,  do  you  fliakc  at  that  ? 

Bian.  He  fupp'd  at  my  houfe;  but  I  therefore 
fliake  not. 

la^o.  O,  did  he  fo  ?  I  Charge  you,  go  with  tne.    . 

JSmiL  Fie,  fie  upon  thee,  ftrumpet ! 

Bian.  I  am  no  ftrumpet  i  but  of  life  as  honeft. 
As  you  that  thus  abufe  me. 

j€miL  As  I  ?  foh !  fie  upon  thee ! 

Jago.  Kind  gentlemen^  let's  go  fee  poor  CalSo 
drefsM:-^ 
Come,  miftrefs,  you  nmft  tell  us  another  tale* — 
^milia,  run  you  to  the  citadel. 
And  tell  my  lord  «nd  iady  what  hath  hap'd.— • 
Will  you  go  on,  I  pr^y  ? — This  is  th^  night,  l^^de. 
That  cither  makes  me,  orfordo»7  me  quite. 

S    C    E    N    E        IL 

A  hed'€bamher :  Defikmana  in  ied,  afl^^p.    J  ^gbf 
'burning. 

Enter  OtbeUo. 

Oik.  *  It  is  the  caufe,  it  is  the  caufe,  my  foul, — 
L'et  me  not  naaie  it*  to  you,  you  chafte  ftars ! — 

It 

7  .^^  fordoes  me  qmiie.l    To ^^d  is 'to  undo,  to  rum,  todc- 
ilroy.    So,  in  Hamfet:    ^*  -T»-4Mwith  deiperate  hand 

♦«  Forde  its  own  life.** 
/Vgoio,  in  the  Interlude  of  Jacob  and  Efau,  i  j68 : 

^*  If  Got  were  fo  pleafed,  I  would  tl^at  vitttfirdonne!* 

Steevens. 
•  It  if  th  fatife^  it  if  thf  caufi^  myfiuly-^-^ 

Let  me  not  name  it ^]     The  abruptnefs  of  this  foHloquy 

;p)akQf  it  obfcurp.    Tfie  meaning,  |  think,  is  this;   *'  I  am  here 
^  "  (fajs 
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It  IS  the  caure.-r-Yet  rU  not  (hed  faeriUood^^ 
Nor  Xcox  that  v^hiter  ficin  of  hers  than  fnow, 
i^iidtfitioocb  as  moHumefital  alabafter. 

\Xfikes  off  bis  fworim 
Yet-fec  muft  tdi^  qHtsfHc'll  beliray  mope  men  ^- 
»  Put  out  the  light,  an^  then — ^Put  out  .the  light! 
If  :I  qticnch  thde,  thpu  fljimirtR  minifter, 
I  can  again  thy  former  light  rcftore, 
Shoukl  I  isepent  rmc  :*— but  once  put  out  tbf  Jight^^ 

**  ^4ay6  Othello  in  hiemmd)  overwhelmed  with  honor.  What 
'*  IS  the  reafon  oiF  this  perturbation  ^  Js  it  want  of  refblution  to  do 
•*  juftice  ?  Is  it  the  drcaa  pf  (bedding  blood  ?  Noj  it  is  not  the  a6Hoii 
**  that  (hocks  me,  but  it  is  the cattfeyitis  thecaufi^  f^fotdi  ktmenct 
«*  4Mme  itt§j!fQUtytiihaJltfiaTt!  it  is  the  caufe^^    Johnson. 

Othello,  full  of  horror  at  the  cruel  action  which  l\e  is  about  to 
perpetrate,  .feemt  .41^  this  inflatit  to  be  ^^ing  his  juftiiBcation,  froo^ 
reprelenting  jto  bimftlf  th  c^ufe^  i.  c,  Ae  grcatncfs  of  the  provo- 
cation he  had  received.    SrEEVkfi^s.      '     ,  ^ 

•  Teijbemufi^ii^elfejhe'llbeiriffmore  fimJ]  .Tlus  is  the  fecood 
atttorpt  of  Othello  to  jc^ify  wdiat  he  has  undertajcen.  Firft  he 
fays,  //  is  tfje  caufe^  i.  e.  his  own  coftfi ;  now  he  is  willing  to  fuppofe 
himfelf  the  preventer  bffucceedingraiichief  to  others.  Steepens. 

'  Fut-oiit  the  lights  and  then^^Put  out  the  light  f]  So  it  (hould 
be  printed.  The  meaning  is,  I  will  put  out  the  light,  and  then 
proceed  to  the  execution  .cf  xaj  purpoie.  -But  the  ezpreffion  of 
putting  <mt  the  light^  bripgi.ng  to  mind  theeffefts  of  the  extin^ion  of 
thejightof  life,  he  bveaks  Aiorr,  ind  queOions  himfelf  about  the 
effects  of  this  metaphorical  extindiot),  introduced  by  a  repetition 
of  his  firft  words,  as  much  as  to  fay,  But  hold,  let  me  firfl  weigl^ 
the  refle£tions  which  this  expteffion  {b  xuiturally  ^xcites. 

\      Warbvrton. 

This  has  been  confidcrcd  as  a  very  diflicuU  Hne*  l^ieUing  mklces 
BettertBti  and  B]Bfitb  di:^ti»  ,^b6Ut  it  with  the  ftuthor  bimfi^  in  tbq 
pther  world.  The  punftuation  recommended  by  Dr.  Warburton, 
gives  a  fpirit  to  it  which  J  fear  was  not  intended.  It  feems  to  have 
T>een  only  a  pUj  upon  Kjoords.  To  put  the  light  out  was  a  phraie  fo^ 
to  kill.    In  the  M^idrs  tragedy,  Mela^iMs  fays,  ' 

-7—  Tis  fi  j  uftice^  ^^nd  a  pobfe  -pne, ;    '    ,. 
.     "  To  put  the  light  oufoi  Tuch  bafe  offetideps.*    Va^,  hbi^. 

Put  out  the  light.  ;  'I'his  phrafe  is  tWiae  -ufed  in.  Sidue/s  ArcaJia^ 
for  kiiling  a  lady,  p.  460  and  4  70.  edit.  1633.     Steevens. 

a  ^^fut  oHt  tfjy  light;"]  Thus  the  folio.  .  The  quarto  reafls— • 
jut  out //'/yyc.     Steev^ns.  .      >    v.    .    .    • 

Th?«^ 
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Tho»  ciinnir^fr'ft  pattcqt  xf  owcHing  ,n^tii«j, 

I  kciow  not  wherp  is  th^t  Prpmcthc*!!  heaJ;, 

Th^t  cdxk    thv    lidit  jolumine  ^     \Ybax  J  havQ 

pluckM  thy  4  rofe, 
I  cannot  give  it  vital  growth  again, .  ^     . 

it  needs  mwft  wither :— 1*11  fmcll  it  on  the  tFCC»-r- 
O  balmy  breathy  that  doll:  almoft  perfuade    .   . 
Juftice  herfelf  to  biieakher  fword  I — Once  more.-^ 
Be  thus  wb(;n'thpu  art  deader,  aad  I  will  kiU  thee. 
And  love  thee  after : — Once  more,  and  this  the  1^^: ' 
So  fw^et  was  Ac'ier  fo  fatal*    IJXiuJji  weept 
But  J|hty  arc  qrud  tear3 :  ^  This'forrow's  hcavcply* 
it  ftrikcs,  where  it  dofh  love. — She  wakes — 

Def.  Who's  thei;c?.  Othelb?. 

Otb.  Ay^  Defdemona.   . 

Def.  Will  you  4:Qme  to  bed,  mf  lord  ? 

Otb.  Have  you  prayed  to-nigbt>  Defdemona  ? 

I>£fi  Ajp  my  iorq. .  , 

Oib.  It  yojj  fbethiok  yaur{elf  of  any  crimcy 
Unrcconcird  as  yet  to  heaven  and  grace, 
{Solicit  for  it  Araigh^t. 

Def.  Alas,  my  lord,  what  may  youmeanby  that?^ 

9  — relunune.\  The  fofio  reads— -fv^wnf.    The  fiift  quoitCH-* 
return:  the fecond quarto*^r^/««/»^.     Ste evens. 
^  m^tly  rojcy']    Thas  the  fofio.    The  quarto  reads, 
■  the  roje* 

Again,  the  quarto  reads, 

**  ril  fmell  //  on  thi?  ticc" 
ThefMio, 

"  ni  fmell  fbeeotk  the  tree."    SxEfiVENS. 
5  ^-^Tbis  firraw^s  heanfeu^i]     This  tendernefs,  with  which  1 
l^e^t  .i(he  puoiihvient  lyiiiph  jufiice  f  ompd^  me  do  Infli^,  is  a  holy 
paffion.  '    . 

I  wilh  thefe  two  lines  ^aU  "be  hoiieftly  qefted.    It  is  the  fate 
of  Shakefpearc  to  countein^l  his  own  pathos,    Johnson. 

J^^b^p^  ^he  poet  M^ojllcf  iflot  bsive  femin^  both  thtfe  knuges  had 
he  publiihedthe  plaj  himftll^  though  in  the^hunyof  coiupofition 
lie  threw  them  both  upon  piper.  The  lirft  leems  adopted  from 
'the  fabulous  hiftory  onhe.qrocQcUICy  t)>C  fecoQd  from  p  pafiage  in 
ibefcripturf.  Steeven^, 
■'      '  Otb. 
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Otb.  Well,  do  1t,  and  be  brief;  I  will  walk  by: 
I  WQuld  not  l^ilHhy  unprepared  fpirit ; 
Ko,— Heivcn  forefcnd  !-^I  wobld  not  kill  thy  foul  ^ 

Def.  Ta Jk  you  of  kiHing  ? 

Otb.  Ay,  I  do. 

Def.  Then,lita'vcn  - 

Have  mercy  on  nap! 

Oih.  Atneni'Witji  dH'my. heart! 

Drf.  If  you  rayfo^Uhopfe  ybu  will  toot  kill  me, 

Otb.  nmciW  r    . 

Def.  And  ytt  1  fear  you  i  for  you  rfre  fdtal  then. 
When  your  ey«i  roll  fo:  Why  1  fhouid  fear,  I  know 

not,  -^^ 

Since  guihinefii  FknbW'noti  but  y*t;^^  1  feel,  J  fear, 

Otb.  Think  on  thy  fins. 

Bef.  Thcyar^  lotc^  I  bear  to  you, 

Otb.  Ay,  and  for  that  thou  dy^ft. 

Bef.  That  death's  unnattlr^^  that  WAi  fen:  loving. 
Alas,  why  gnaw  you  io  yo\ir  nether  lij)  .^  -  -^ 
Some  bloody  paffion  fhakes  y^r^^eiy  f#aflne; 
Thefc  are  portents;  but  yc*,  I  hope,  I^hc^ 
They  do  not  point  on  me.     ^^  '   '  -  .:»-nvV 

Otb.  Peace,  and  be  ftill  V   -  i-    ^^^i  --iT 

Def.  I  will  fo  :  What'i  th#^'te*ift»  f^^  ^'oH 

Otb.  That  handkerchief,  whicl^  I  fo  Is^'d^  aD4 
gave  thee,  •/«  V"ii\  'p.^  i.i""^'  »f  ^ 

Thou  gav'ft  to  Caffio. 

Def  Noi  by^  my  life  aftd^lbti!;^  '-    '^  ^^"  - 
Sehd  for  thi^ma^ 

*    OtB.'  Sweet  !bul,  take)1iefid|  ^x^.i^:  tr^nq 
Tafce  iced  o(  pdjiiry  j » tbou^Arr«i»thy^eath-bed. 
^  Dg/:  .-Ay,  but*!M^tt%'i^j|i^f  ■^"  :  ^'"'- 

\^  i.wimU:y0  mtdyJ^^P  ^SkfimiiS>Mkf^mu  has  boriwc4 
tbis  thought  in  his  Jiibovine  King  rf  Lomharefy^  1629 : 
\    *'  1 4U»  not  fraught  with  devil's  fpleen ;  I  would 
♦♦  Not  hurt //6y^«/;»    'STEt;V$N$, 
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Otb.  Yes,  prefently:  . .  , 

Therefore  confefs  thc^  freely,  of  thy  fiij  j  \- 

For  todeny^ach  articte  with  oath,;    , 
Cannot  remove,  nor  choak^  the  fifpng  conteptidn  " 
That  I  do  groan  withal.     Thou  art  ttodi^ci  .    .     . 

Def.  O,  heaven  have  mercy  on  me!       ;  ,    . 

Otb.  I  fay,  amen.  .         . 

Dtf.  And  haye.yi)U  mercy  too !— I  never  ^id  ^     ^ 
Offend  you  in  iny  life ;  :>never;  IpyM  Caflio, 
But  with  fuch  geribf^i  ^warranty  of  heaven 
As  I  might  love ;  I  neyer  gave  him  tokehi,  -.    .^^ 

Oib.  By  heaven,  I  faw/my"*  h&ndkerchief  In  |iis 
hand.  '  ^  .. 

0  perjur'd  woman  1  thou  doll  ftone  niy  fi Ait, 
And  mak*ft  me  call,  what  I  ill  fend  ix>cfo,-4    .    .! 
7  A  murder,  which  1  though  i  jfacrificc  2   ' : 

1  faw  the  handkerchiefs ->    -y^     .,[■.  :^  , , 

Bef.  Hcfbund  ittlienj    1  .      :     I:    , ;  ,   . 
I  never  gave  it  himi:~S^ojS  for  fcim  tithery 
And  let  him  confef^ija.  truth*  :  .    v   '  ..  — 

Oth.  He  hath  confefs*^*;  . 

Def.  What,  my  lord?      - 

Otb.  That  he  hath— us^dithfte.^  «^  ,  o(  >  * 

Def.  How?  unlawfully?^       '     .;*n  . 

Otb.  Ay.  .      . 

Def.  He  will  not  fay  fo.  -.^  ,  / 


calronefs  of  a  pricft  firikmg  tJ^Stihw 


It  mull  not  be  ommcd,  that  Que.  of  tJirdder  ciiiartos  reads,  jAt* 
^PMf^  htan ;  which  WW^^^%^^U^  .The  meaning 
.then  will  be,  thou  firceft  me  to  difTnira  thee  from  the  world  in  tte 


ftateof  the  iw»r/^<r</with9ut  preparation  for  death,  ^Mhen  I  inUxJed 
that  thy  ^mitin^x^i  Sx^im.)i9P^^^^^^  for  tbv 

crime,  .  ,.,  /   \    ^  -\    'v.v.;V;     iV.  .•••  '    »    ^     -^ 

I  am  glad  that  I  have  endisa  inyrevifal  ^fuhis  dreadful  fccnc. 
It  18  not  to  be  endured.    Johnson* 

Otk, 
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Otb.  No,  hl&  mouth  isdopp'd'; 
Honeft  lago^  hath  tVen  ordeY  for*t^,r 

Defr  O,  my  ftar  interprets  then,— What^  iS  hn 
dead? 

Vlb.  'Hadiall  his  hairs  been  lives,  my  great  re« 
venge 
Had  flomach  for  them  all. 

Vef.  Alas!  he  is  betrayed,  andT undone. 

Otb.  Out,  itruropct !  Wcep?ft  thoufcrhim  to  mjl^ 
face  ? 

Vef.  O;  banilh  me,  mjT  lord,,  but  kill  me  not. 

Otb.  Down,  ftrumpet! 

Def.  Kill  me  to-morrow,,  let  me  live  to^nig^t^ 

Olb.  Nay,  if  you  ftrive,— 

Def.  But  half  an  hour» 

Oib.  Beirig  done  S 
There  is  n6  paufe*  ,. 

Def.  But  ^ilel  fay  ob^  prayer.       1..  , 

Oib.  *  It  is  too  late:*  [tie  finvibers  ber^ 

JSmk 

•  —  hait?  ta'cn  dtitxf^t.l.v.  c^to  tahfti  mufites.  S<H  in 
HoUnflicd's  Reign  ol  King  John:.  **-*•  he  took  i^i^  order  fxsx.  hinr,  Uai 
he  was  defpoiloi  of  all  his-  goods  and  benefices,'^  p.  1 74. 

.   •  Ste^ykns* 

'  HaddU  his  hairs  been  UveSf^']    Tliis:th6ught'  ^psars  to  have 

been  very  common,  as  it  occurs  frequently  in  dramatic  performancef 

prior  to  Shakeipeare's  Orhdkn    Snd,  1^  the  DeviVs  Charier^'  by 

Barnaby  Barnes,  1607: 

*^  Know  Casfar,  had  I  now  as  many  liFes 
<'  As  t}iere  are  uones,  or  hairs  upon  mj  head, 
«  Iwould,**  to. 
Acain,  in  Beaumont  and  Fletchei^siStf^  and  no  Kingt 
— Jbu^if^lf     :;.  .  ;.    ., 
My  hairs  loere  lives^  I  wo\3U'n^^.h^€affig^    . 
In  fuch  a cAUfe.  .   .  ,.ST.**W?f8<       -'>^:  !;  . 
^  B^ng  donCf 
There  is  no  fau/^.1     T4ic  Sxfk  quarto  Omits  this  fpoecb; 

St££Y£N8« 

*  It  is  toolate^  After  this  fpeech  of  Otbelio,  the  elder  quartd 
Uddi  an  myocation  fronp  Defdemona,  confiiting  only  of  the  facrcd 

a  name 
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My  brd,  mjrlord  f  what.ho  I-  iliy  lord,  niyj  lordrh 
Ckh*  What  notfe  U  this  ?--*^t  dead  ^  nM  yet 
quite  d€lid  f 

VthataiircrucVam  yet  merciful; 

I  wautd.not  have  thec-liiageD  in  thy  paix}.<«-«« 

-^iwiL  What  ho !  my  lord,  my  Iprd ! 

Otb.  Who's  there? 

jEmil.  Or  good  my  loTd^  I  would  fpesk  a  word 
with  you. 

Oa^Yt^y-^^sMmiMi^^by  and  by,-— -^'s 
dead.  ' 

*Tis  like,  flie  comes  to  /peak  of  CafiidVdbatfi'f  ^ 
The  noife  was  high. — Ha-!  no  mofA^mbvtn^?         . 
Still  as  the  grave.— rShalPfflfc  come  ih  ?  Wiere'rgodd? 
I  think,  (he-ftirsrl^fas-Nx).— What's*  the  bttt^ 
If  (he  come  in^  (he'll  fure  fpeafc  to  my  mfti*^^ 
HMy'wifel  my  wife!  what  wife  ?  I  have  m>>Ht?e'^: 

name,  thrice  repeated.  As  this  mtlff  bei  fdppofed.to  h*ve.lk60  ut- 
tered while  flie  is  yet  ftriigglfng  with  death,  I  think  anrediv)f  mzy 
beexcufed  from  infcrdng  fuch  a  circumftance  of  fupererogator/ 
horror,  elpeclally  as  it  isroundin  but  one  of  the  ancient  copies. 

■      "     "  ■  -       •      ,  STE:>EViNS. 

This  alteration  was  probably  made  by  the  players,'  in  confc- 
quence  of  a  Itatute  of  the  aiilr  of  James  I.  to  reform  propkane 
curfing  and  fwearing. .  Sir  John  HawkiiVs.. 

The  llaiute  was  neceffery;  for. not  only. the andei\t'  moraltties, 
but  the  plays  (thofe  of  Chapman  in  particular)  abound  whh  the 
moft  wanton  and  Ihotking  repetitious  of  a  name  whiclu  never 
ought  to  be  menticMied  in  fuch  an  irreverend  m^ntieron  the  {lage. 

Sir  John  Hawkins  fhould  hive  referred  to  the  flatute  of  the  3d 
of  James  I.  c.  21.  which  la^  k  p^n^Ky*  for  the  proffoe  ufe  of 
the  name  of  Gbd,  &c.  ih  flage-plays,  enteHiuies,  May-games,  &c. 

'        '    ;  >•       ;   '•'tol'LET. 

'  My  n^j'tfe!  7?ty  wife!  ivbat  fjoifef'^l  have  no  vjife':']  '  FiiiuiH 

unicum  adolefcentulum  habeo :  ah  !  Quid  dixi  habere  me  ?  imo 

habui,  Chreme."  Ter,  Htaumt.    S^eeVej^s. 

O  infup- 
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O  infupportable !  O  heavy  hour ! 
Methinks^  it  (hould  be  now  a  huge  eclipfe 
Of  fun  and  moon ;  and  that  the  affrighted  globe 
Should  yawn  at  ^Iteratipn.         •        • 

JEml.  I  do  befeccb  you  I' may.  fpc^k  with  you^ 
O,  good  my  k)rd  !     . 

Oib.  I  had  forgot  thee :  O,  come  in,  ^ffimaia:— 
Soft, — by  and  by :— Let  me  the  curtains  draw. — 
Whore  art  thou  ?  What's  the  matter  with  thee  nourf 

[Unlocks  the  door. 

Enter  Emilia. 

jBmil*  O,  my  good  lord,  yondct*s  foul  nwrdcr 
done.  r   . 

Otb^  What?  now? 

JSfmL  But  now,  my  lord  ? 
'  Otb.  It  is  the  very  error  of  the  moon  ; 
She  comes  more  near  the  earth  than  (he  was  wont, 
And  makes  men  mad. 

^mil.  Caflio,  my  lord,  hath  kill'd  a  young  Venetian,  ^ 
Caird— Rodcrigo. 

0/A.  Rodcrigo  killed ! 
And  Caffio  kill'd  !--^ 

JEmiL  No,  Caffio  is  not  kiU'd* 

Otb.  Not  Caffio  kiird  ?  Then  mufder*s  oUt  of 
tune. 
And  fwect  revenge  grows  harfh. 

Def.  4  O,  falfcly,  fallcly  murder'd  1 

^  O  falfef^^falfey  murJer^Jf]  It  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  a  perfoii 
who  had  been  eff&flually  JirangUdox  /mothered^  coUld  fpeak  again ; 
for  if  the  po^er  of  breathing  returned  after  the  inlhuroent  of 
fuffocation  was  removed^  no  ad  of  violence  had  in  reality  taVea 
place  by  which  the  cond^ijon  of  life  could  be  brought  on.  fiut 
fuch  is  the  peculiar  fate  of  Defdemona,  that  (he  it  fuppofed  to  be 
fmothered)  revives  to  acquaint  us  that  Jhe  /mothered  btrje^^  and 
then  dies  without  any  oflenfible  caufe  of  deaths  I  am  of  opinion 
that  fome  theatrical  diredloa  has  been  omitted  y  and  that  when 
Othello  fays : 

Not 
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JEmii.  Alas !  what  cry  is  that? 

OtL  That!  what? 

,£miU  Out,  and  alas  ! '  tiiac  was  niy  lady's  voice :  -* 
JFIelp  !  help,  ho  !  help  Ir^O^laily^  fpeak  again  1 
Sweet  DefiiemdiKh  I  O^  fWetiniilre&>  fpeak ! 

Def.  ,A  guiltlefs  death  I  die, 

Mmil.  Oy  who-^hath  do)ie 
Thisdec^?   ?  «.- 

Def.  Ni>'  body  ^  I  niyfclf ;  fartwel  t 
Comtn^Bd mtto  p.y  kind  lord  j  O,  fart^wel.   [^Dies. 

Otb.  Why,,  how  (hould  (he  be  qiurdePd  ? 

JEmil.  Alas,  who  knowis  ? 

Otb.  You  beard  .her  fay  herf^lfj.  it  was  not  I. 

MmiL  She  faid  fo  i  I  mufl;  needs  report  the  tr\ith. 

,  Notdeiad?  natyet  quit^  dead? 
i^  that  am  cruel,  dm  yet  merciful ;  «  ♦  • 

I  Would  not  have  thee  %f^trm  thy  pAin  xi^^-^ 
j&,y&.  ..,.i  J..,.,..  .  .      /,      ...     .^   . 

tie  then  flabs  hef,  repeating  the  two  laft  words,  as  ne  repeats  tha 

Wow.    Thus.Virgih  ^  '   ^^    -^ 

-*— ^,/f  juvat  ire  fub  Gmferar.    '    .      •    "*. 
After  a  repetition  ot  wounds,  t)efdemona  might  fpe^ili^  again^  with 
|>r6pricty,  and  yet  very  foon  expire  j  as  fays  Caffio  of  Roderigo : 
j_  even  but  now  he  fpake*  ;      /  . 
After  long  feeming  dead.    '  i"    v'.i 

llie  fifft  refolution  of  Othelb  was  to  poifim'lleA  jb^t  &om  this 
hitafure  he  is  diffuaded  by  the?  policy  of  lago*  Hcis.iiext  deter* 
mioied  to  ufe  the  poniard ;  but,  his  tendernefs  awaking,  he  cannot 
bear  to  deform  thofc  beauties  which  he  had  fo  often  approached' 
with  other  fcnfations  and'  for  differcht  purpofts*  Therefore, 
^iays  he:  •    *     ■  •     ,   -    :"  v.'  «  ,   *    •.  *    '  .•• 

-^—  ril  not  (bed  her  blood, 
Nor  fear  that  whiter  flcin  of  hen  than  fnow. 
And  fmooth  as  mofiumemtl  ulabaflert 
And  this  re^lut^on  we  are  to^inKigcJo^  be  would ^atfe  \4^y  but  that 
(  be  was  atc^i^  to  employing  thofeqpafnC9a^n,.whkkii^  ahead/ 
appeared  to  be 'unfeerciiittinrrhtoBtfedh,  .•■)  .1       •• 

If  this  appnirent  wancof  a>plii^-h«>ufadire^on.had  occaiiQped  any 

,.  abfurdity  in  tile  original  icprefentaiMon  of  ^e  fptlay^  pjobftbly  it  it 

glanced  at  by  Ben  Jonfon  \n'\\\^jilchmift^  Aft  5 :  .  ***  Did'ft  hear 

.    a  cry,  faid'it  thou  ?  Yes,  fir,  lik&utit»<a  roan  that  had  hoiu^rangkj 

an  hour,  and  could  not  fpe'fdc*"    Ste evens. 

Vet.  X,  R  r  Qtb. 
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Oib.  She's,  like  a  Uaf,  gone  to  burning  hell  % 
*Twas  I  that  kiird  her. 

JSmil.  O,  the  more  angel  (he. 
And  you  the  blacker  devil ! 

Otk.  She  turned  to  folly,  and  flie  was  a  whore* 
JEmil.  Thou  doft  bely  her,  and  thou  art  a  devil* 
Otb.  She  was  s  falfe  as  water, 
yEmil.  Thou  art  ralh  as  fire,  to  fay 
That  flic  was  falfe  ;  O,  ftie  was  heavenly  true ! 

Otb.  Caflio  did  tup  her;  a(k  thy  hulband  elfe  : 
O,  I  were  damn'd  beneath  all  depth  in  hell. 
But  that  I  did  proceed  upon  juft  grounds 
To  this  extremity ;  Thy  hufband  knew  it  all. 
jEmii.  My  hufband  ? 
0(b.  Thy  hufband.  . 
JEmL  That  fhe  was  falfe  to  wedlock  ? 
Otb.  Ay,  with  Caffio.    Nay,  had  fhe  been  true. 
If  heaven  would  make  me  fuch  another  world 
Of  one  entire  and  perfeft  chryfolite, 
rd  not  have  fold  her  for  it. 
JEmiL  My  hufband  ? 
Oib.  Ay,  'twas  he  that  told  me  firfl:  ^ ; 
An  honeft  man  he  is,  and  hates  the  flime 
That  flicks  on  filthy  deeds. 
^miL  My  hufband? 
Otb.  What  needs  this  iteration  7,  woman? 
I  fay,  thy  hufband. 

Jiml/^O  miflrefs,  ^  villainy  hath  ihade  mocks 
with  loye ! 

5  — jai^  as  waf^.]     As  wdter  that  will  fupport  no  weight,  nor 
kcp  any  imprcffion.    Johnson. 

6  .^fhat  toUmeJtrfi;']     The  folio  reads,  «  —-that  told  mfc  en 
i?eriivi\:.^    Steevens. 

^  '^  iteratiofty'*^']    The  foVio  rcuds-^  iterance.    Steevens, 
•  jEmiLI  The  firfl  quarto  omits  this  and  the  following  fpeeeh. 

Steevens. 
9  —  villainy  has  made  modks  tmh  lave  T]     ViJh'my  has  taken  ad- 
vantage XjQph^  upon  the  wcaknefs  of  a  violent  paffion.      Johnson. 

My 
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hly  hulbitid  fay^  that  fhc  was  falfe  ? 

O/i.  He,  woman ;  < 

t  fey,  thy  hufband  j  Dd'ft  underftahd  the  word  ?   - 
My  friend,  thy  hufband,  horteft^  hoiieft  lago.  • 

JEmii^^  IF  he  fay  fo,  may  his  pernicious  foul 
]R.ot  half  a  grain  a  day !  he  lies  to  the  heart ; 
Sh6  was  too  fond  of  her  molt  filthy  bargain. 

Otb.  Ha ! 

jEmL  Do  thy  worft : 
This  deed  of  thine  is  no  nlore  worthy  heav^n^ 
Than  thou  waft  worthy  her. 
•  Otbi.  Peace,  you  were  beft. 

jEmiL  '  Thou  haft  not  half  that  power  to  do  me 
harm^ 
As  1  have  to  be  hurt.    6  gull !  O  dolt ! 
As  ignorant  ias.dirt!  thou  haft  done  a  deedj —         ^ 
t  care  not  for  thy  fword  ;  IMI  make  thee  known, 
Though  I  loft  twenty  lives  t-^Help !  help^  ho!  help ! 
The  Moor  hath  kill'd  my  miftrefs;  Murder!  murderl 

JEnier  Montatio^  Graiiano,  tagd,  and  others. 

"  Mofty  What  is  the  matter  ?--^How  now,  general  ? 
.  }£miL  O,  are  you  come^  lago  ?  you  have  done 

wellj 
That  men  muft  lay  their  murders  on  your  neck*  . 
Cra.  What  is  the  matter  ? 

*  Thou  hafi  noi  haf  that  p&wer  io  Jo  me  harm^ 
As  I  have  to  he  hu^t,  — ]  Foiver  tor  'Mill:  for  'will  fighifying 
botH  ability  and  inclin2ition»  and /^mcct- figni tying  abiliry,  he  ufea 
^(nv^r  for  inclination.  But  the  Oxford  Editor,  not  underftanding 
his  author's  phrafcology  any  better  when  he  had  ended  than  whca 
he  had  begun  with  him,  alters,  As  I  have  to  X^httrt^  to.  As  I  have. 
n\it2Lv  hurl:  which  yet  does  not  mend  the  matter,  had  the  poet 
here  ufcd/^'a;^r  in  the  fenfeof  ability.     VVarburton. 

The  Oxford  Editor  faw  well  the  meanmg  of  his  author,  but 
%Veakened  his  expreffion.  She  means  to  fay,  /  have  in  this  cau/i 
foivgr  to  endure  more  than  thon  haftpo^xxr  to  infiiH%    Johnson* 

R  r  2  MmiU 
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jEmil.  Difproye  this  villain,  if  thou  WAiiiAxi't 
He  fays,  thou  told'ft  him  that  his  wife  waBlfalfc^ 
I  know,  thou  did'ftnpt,  theu'tt  not  fiich  a  viUaiii'; 
Speak,  for  my  heart  is  full. 

lago.^  I  told  him  what  I  thought :  ahd  tolfl  notKfore 
Than  whfit  he  found  liimfelf  was^pt-and^triic* 

jEmil.,  But  did  yoU'ci^cr  tdl  hilii,*flic  wayfelfc  ? 

lago.  I  did. 

JEtnil.  You  told  a  lie :  anodious,  damned  lie; 
Upon  my  fc^u^l,  a  jie ;-  -a  Yricfccd  lie-  :-— 
She  ^alfe  with  Caffio  !— Did  you  fay,  with  Giffio  ? 

lago.  With  Caffio,  mifftrefsj  Go  to,, » charm  ybur 
,    /tot)guc. 

jEmiL  I  will  not  charm  my  tongue;  I  am  bound 
to'fpe^k; 
My  miflrds  3'  here  li^s  mutdcr'd  m  her  bed* 

JIL  O  heavens  forefeiid! 

JSmiL  And  j^odr  reports  have  fctthc  mirdferOTu 

«  _  charm  your  tongui."]  I  know  not  whether  I  have  read,  or 
whether  my  own  thoughts  have  fuggefied,  ap  alteration  of  this 
paffag©,'  It  feems'Kj  me  not  i'mprobablc,  that  Shakcfpearc -wrote 
clam  your  tongue ;  to  clam  a  bdl,  is  to  cover  the  clapper  witl|  felt, 
which  drowns  the  blow,  and  hinders  the  found.  Johnson, 
*^'^ci?arm  jfkur  tPHgueJ]  By  this  eiltpreffion,  C^^nRrj^ivr /Aa^jcf, 
the  poet  meant  no  more  than  to  make  lago  fay.  Apply  fome 
power,^ftrong  as  a  charm  would  be,  to  your  tongue;  for  nothiBg 
lefs  can  Hop  its  volubility.     So  Henry  VI.  Fart  3  : 

**  Peace,  wilful  boy,  or -I  will  charmyour  itm^" 
So  Ben  Jonibn,  in  Cynthia  s  Revels x^ 

"  ■   ■    ■  charm  yOur  dipping  tongues" 
Again,  in  Spenfer's  Faery  ^ueen^  b.  ^.  c.  9  :      ^ 

^*  That  well  could  charm  his  iMgue^  and  time  his  fpeedu* 
Again,  in  the  Tori/hire  Tragedy  1619 : 

"  The  fureft  way  to  charm  a  woman's  tongue, 

"  Is  to  break  her  neck  : — a  politician  did  it.** 
Pliny  informs  us,  ihsLt  favete  Unguis  was  the  conftant  exclamation 
before  any  religious  charm  was  applied.  From  this  circumftance 
the  phrafe  to  charm  a  tongue  might  have  originated.  Steevebts. 
3  —  iliy  miflrefs^  &c.]  This  line,  and  the'tollowing  fix  fpeeches, 
are  wanting  in  the  firft  quarto.    Ste  e  v  £  nj,« 

0th. 
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Oib.  Nay,  ftare  not,  mafters  i  it  is  true,  indeed^ 

Cra.  *Tis  a  ftrange  truth. 

Mem*  O  monftrous  a£t ! 

jEmil.  Villainy,  villainy,  villainy.!— 
I  think  upon't, — I  think, — I  fodl't ; — O  villainy  ! 
I  thought  fo  then;— rU  kill  myfelf  for  grief.— 

0  villainy,  villainy ! 

^fi£^  What,  are  yoa  mad  i  I  charge,  ypi^  get  yoi) 
house. 

jEmiL  Good  gentlemen,  let  me  have  leave  to  fpt^ak ; 
^is  proper  I  obey  him,  but  not  now :—         ' 
Ferchaace,  lago,  I  will  ne'qr  go  hpme. 

,  Oib.  O !  O !   O !  [Olbello  looking  on  bis  wif^ 

uEmil.  Nay,  lay  thee  doyvn,  and  roar  j 
For  thou  baft  kill'd  the  fweeteft  innocent. 
That  e'er  did  lift  up  eye.  , 

Oib.  O,  flie  was  foul !—  [!?/>%. 

1  fcarce  did  know  you,  uncle :  There  lies  your  niece, 
Whofe  breath,  indeed,  thefe  hands  have  newly  ftopp'd: 
J  know,  thi3  ad):  fhews  horrible  and  grim.   . 

Gra.  Poor  Defdemona!   I  am  glad  thy  father'9 
dead ; 
Thy  match  was  mortal  to  him,  and  pure  grieif 
Shore  his  old' thread  in  twain  :  did  he  live  now^ 
This  fight  would  make  him  do  a  defperate  turn  i 
Yea,  curfe  his  better  angel  from  his  fide. 
And  fall  to  reprobation. 

0tb4  *Tis  pitiful :  but  yet  lago  knows. 
That  (he  with  Caffio  hath  the  aft  of  (hame 
4  A  thoufand  t^cnes  xommit^ed  j  Caflio  confcfs'd  it; 

And 

^  jf  thoufand  times  committed  i'-^'\  This  is  another  paifage  which 
feems  to  fuppofc  a  longer  fpace  comprifed  in  the  ad^ion  of  ti^i« 
play  than  the  fcenes  include.    Johnson. 

fbaijhe  luith  Caffio  had  the  oH  ofjbatt^e 
,  A  thou/and  times  committed.        ■ 
^nd«again : 

'!(/  no^  a  year  or  pvoojbews  ws  a  man,}    I  am  not  coDrlnced 
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And  ihe  did  gratify  his  amorous  works 
AVith  that  recognizance  ?ind  pledge  of  love 

from  thefe  paiTages  only,  that  a  longer  fp^cc  U  comprifed  in  tb0 
Action  of  this  play  than  the  fcencs  include, 

'-  What  Othello  njciiiions  in  the  tirll  inflance,  might  have  paiTed 
ftill  inorj?  otten,  before  th^y  werp  married,  when  Caffio  went  be- 
tween them ;  tor  ihe,  who  could  iind  means  to  elude  the  vigiUncq 
of  her  father  in  refpeft  of  Othello,  might  have  done  fo  in  relpedl  of 
Caffio,  when  there  was  time  enough  tor  the  occurrence  fuppofed  to 
have  happened.  A  jealous  perfon  will  aggravate  all  he  thinks,  or 
fpcaks  of  J  and  miglit  ufe  a  thou/and  iox  a  much  Icfs  number,  only 
to  give  weight  to  his  confute:  nor  would  it  have  anfwered  any 
purpofe  to  have  made  Othello  a  little  nearer  or  further  off  froni 
truth  in  his  calculation.  We  might  appl^  the  poet'«  own  wor(^ 
iaCymheline:  •  '  . 

**  — T  fpare  your  arithmetic  j 

**  Once,  and  a  million.** 
•  The  latter  is  a  proverbial  expreflion,  and  might  have  bc«n  ittt 
troduced  with  propriety,  had  they  been  married  only  a  day  or  two, 
£milia*s  reply  perhaps  was  didated  by  her  own  private  ex- 
perience ;  and  feems  to  tneau  only,  **  that  it  is  too  foon  to  judg^ 
«'  of  a  hufband*s  difpofition  ;  or  that  Pefdemona  mufi:  not  be  fur- 
^«  prized  at  the  difcovery  of  Othello^s  jealoufy,  for  it  is  not  even  a 
**  year  or  two  that  will  difplay  all  the  failings  of  a  man,** 

Mr.  ToUpt,  however^  on  tliis  pcqafion  has  produced  f^vpr^l  in- 

i^ances  in  fupport  of  Dr.  Johnfon*s  opinion ;  and  as  I  am  unable 

to  explain  them  in  favour  of  niy  own  fuppofition,  I  fhall  lay 

|hem  before  the  public.  '">    '  • 

«*Aft3.  Sc.  3.   Othello  fays: 

^     What  lenfe  had  I  of  her  ftolen  houfs  of  luft  i 

I  faw  it  not,  thought  it  not,  it  harm'd  no?  me  ^ 

IJlept  the  mxt  nrgbi  ^iXjeiU  was  free  and  merry : 

I  found  not  CaSio's  kiffes  on  her  lips. ' 
On  OthWs  wedding  night>he  and  Caffio  <imbarked  from  Venice, 
where  Defdemona  was  left  under  the  care  of  lago.  They  all  meet 
ftt  Cyprus  ;  and  linpe  their  arrival  therp,  the  fcenes  include  only 
one  night,  the  night  of  the  celebration  of  their  nuptials.  lago 
had  not  then  infufed  any  jealoufy  into  Othello^s  mind,  nor  did  he 
fufpe<^  any  former  intimacy  between  Cajpo  and  Defdemona^  but 
only  thought  it  "  apt,  aiid  of  great  credit  that  (he  loved  him." 
TtThat  night  then  was  there  to  intervene  betweer^  Ca§o^5  kiffes  and 
Othello's  (ieeping  th^  next  night  wpU?  logo  has  faid^  "  I  lay  with 
Caffio  lately,^  which  \A  could  not  have  done,  unlefs  they  haci  been 
longer  at  Cyprus  than  is  reprefented  in  the  play ;  nor  could  Ca^ 
J^aye  kept  away,  for  thefp^e.of  a  whole  week,  froip  Sianca.'' 
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Which  I  firft  gave  her  5  I  faw  it  in  his  hand ; 
s  It  was  an  handkerchief,  an  antique  token 
My  father  gave  my  mother* 

jEmiL  O  heaven !  O  heavenly  powers ! 
lago.  Come,  hold  your  peace. 
^mil.  'Twill  out,  'twill  out : — I  hold  my  peace, 
fir?  no, 
No,  I  will  fpeak  as  liberal  <  as  the  north  •, 

Let 

s  It  was  an  bandkercbtef,  &c.]    Othello  tells  his  wife,  A£i.  y 
Sc«  10 : 

■         that  handkerchief 
Did  an  Egyptian  to  my  mother  give* 
Aiid  here  he  fays : 

It  «uwf  an  handkerchief^"--^-^ 
My  father  gave  my  mother. 
This  laft  pailage  has  been  cenfured  as  an.overiight  in  the  poet  T 
but  perhaps  it  exhibits  only  a  trefh  proof  of  his  art.     The  firfl  ac- 
count of  the  handkerchief^  as  given  by  Othello,  was  purpofcly 
oftentatious,  in  order  to  alarm  his  wife  the  more.    When  he  men- 
tions it  a  fecond  time,  the  truth  was  fufficient  for  his  purpofe. 

This  circumilancc  of  the  handkerchief  is  perhaps  ridiculed  by 
Ben  Jonfon,  in  his  Poetafter'^  **  you  fhall  fee  me  do  the  Moor ; 
inafter,  lend  me  your y^^ai^^"    Ste evens. 

J  queflion,  whether  Othello  was  written  early  enough  to  be  ridi- 
culed in  the  Poetqftcr.  There  were  many  other  Moors  on  the  ftagc. 
|c  is  certain  at  leaft,  that  the  pafTage, 

**  Our  new  heraldry  is  hands^  not  hearts^^ 
oould  not  be  inferted  before  the  middle  of  the  year  i6 it. 

Farmer. 
If  the  allufion  in  the  Poetajter  (which  was  printed  in  1601) 
were  to  Othello^  it  would  fix  its  date  much  earlier  than  I  conceive  it 
to  have  been  written.-^But  the  allufion  in  the  paffage  quoted,  is 
not  to  Othello^  but  to  an  old  play  called  the  Battle  of  Akazar^ 
1 594. — In  the  Poetajier^  Pyrgus,  who  fays,  **  you  (hall  fee  me  do ' 
the  Moor^**  proceeds  in  the  wme  fcene,  and  repeats  an  abfurd 
fpeech  of  the  Moor'9  in  the  Bi^ttle  of  Akazar^  beginning  with 
this  linet 

*'  Where  art  thou,  boy  ?  where  is  Calipolis  ?** 
^hich  afcertains  the  allufion  to  be  to  that  play.     Max.0NE| 
♦  —  tfj  the  north ;]     The  old  quarto  reads, 

rU  be  in  jpeaking  liberal  as  the  e^ir, 
Liheraly  is  free,  under  no  controul.    This  quality  of  the  North?' 
wind  is  mentioned  in  ViSioria  Coromhona^  &c.  16 1 2  : 

**  And  let  ih*  irregular  North  wind  fweep  her  up." 
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Let  heaven,  and  men,  arid  devils,  let  them  aJl^ 
All,  all,  cry  fhame  agaihft  me,  yet  TU  fpealc. 

Jago.  Be  wife,  and  get  you  home. 

jEmiL  I  will  not,  [lago  offers  tofiaB  bis  m/$. 

Gra.  Fie! 
Your  fword  vippn  a  womab  ? 

jEmil^  O  thou    dull  Moor!   that  handkerchiefj| 
thou  fpeak'liof, 
I  found  by  fortune,  and  did  give  my  hufband ; 
For  ofteq,  with  a  fqlemn  earneftncfs, 
(More  than,  indeed,  belonged  to  fuch  a  trifle) 
fie  begg'd  of  me  to  fteal  it. 
'   lago.  Villainous  whore! 

jfEmiL  She  give  it  Caflio  (  no,  alas ;  I  found  it^j 
And  I  did  givje  it  my  hufband.  ' 

logo.  Filth,  thou  lieft. 

jEmil,  By  heaven,  I  do  not ;  I  do  not,  gentlctnen : 
O  murderous  coxcomb  !  what  (hould  fuch  a  fool 
Do  with  fo  good  a  wife  ? 

[lagoftabs  bis  wifcy  tbeH  runs  out, 

Otb.  7  Are  there  no  ftones  in.  heaven. 

But  what  fcrvc  for  the  thunder  ? — Precious  villain  I 

...    ......    ...      ...  .    ...  •..,...  ^..     .   ^ 

Again,  in  Jfronimo^  u  €•  the  firft  part  of  the  Spanijb  Tn^edpy  i^o^ ; 
**  Now  let  your  bloods  be /i^^rijf/ as  the fea."    Steevens. 
^  Are  there  no  ftones  in  heaven^  , 

But   what    ferve   for   the   tJfunderl ]     What   occafioa 

for  other,  when  ihofe  would  ferve  his  purpofe  ?   For  he  wante4 
a  thunderbolt  for  lago. '   Vl^ithout  queftion,  Shakefpearc  wrot^ 
and  pointed  the  line  thus  :    '         ' 
Are  there  no  ftones  in  heaven  f 

For  what  then  icrves  the  thunder  ? - 

«.  e.  Are  there  no  bolts  in  heaven  for  this  villain?  for  what  pur- 
pofe then  fervcs  the  thunder,  that  inilrumcnt  of  his  vengeance? 
'     *    '  '    Warburton. 

Are  there  no  ftones  in  heaven^ 

But  \)ohat  Jerque  for  the  thunder  f^^TY^  emendation  of  Dr. 
Warburton's  is  fureiy  unncccffary. 

Othello  does  not  want  a  thunderbolt  for  lago.    He  only  a&s,  if 

there  arc  no  iefler  degrees  of  chaftifement  more  proportioned  ta 

'  '      "•         '     ■     '    '  '"■      ;      "  .     ■  th? 
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Crdk  The  woinan  falls;   fpre,  he  has  killVl  hif 
wife. 

jpmil  Ay,  ay;  O^  liy  mc  By  my  mlffi-cfs'  fldH^ 

Cr<i;  He*s  gone ;  bm  his  wife's  fcill-d, 

Mon.  'Tis  a  notorious  villain*    Take  jrou*  thif 
weapon. 
Which  I  have  here  mcdvei'd  from  the  Moor: 
Corne^  guard  the  door  without ;  let  him  not  pafi^ 
But  kill  .him  rather :  Til  after  that  fame  villain. 
For  ^is  a  ^ijamned  flave.         [Exeunt  Men.  arid  Gr^ 

Otb.  I  am  not  valiant  neither^ 
But  every  puny  whipfter  gets  my  fword :— ;• 
But  why  (hould  boqour  out-live  honedy  i 
Let  it  g9  allw 

JEmiL  What  did  thy  fong  bode,  lady  ? 
Hark,  can'ft  thou  h^ar  me  ?  I  will  play  the  fwaa» 
And  die  in  mufick.     fFilloWj  willow^  willow  «.— - 
Moor,  (he  was  chafte ;  flie  Jov'd  thee,  cruel  Moor : 
3o  come  niy  foul  to  blif^^  as  I  fpeak  true ; 
So  fpeaking  as  I  think,  I  die,^  die,  [JPsiM 

Oib.  I  have  another  weapoij  m  fhis  chamber. 
It  is  a  fword  of  Spain,  9  the  ice*brQp)c's  temper  ;-^ 
p,  here  it  is  : — tJnc|e,  I  mud  conae  forth* 

Cra. 

the  guilt  of  nioruU,  ready  to  dtop  down  on  fuch  villaint  as  la^ 
though  Omnipotence  withholds  its  thunder,  as  too  nohfe  an  m** 
|biiment  for  the  puniihmcnt  of  crimes  like  his  f 

The  fame  thought  occurs  in  The  Revenger's  Tragedy^  1609 : 
*'  Is  there  no  thunder  left  ?  or  hh  kept  up 
"  In  fiocky  for  heavier  vengeance?*' 
Shakefpeare  might  however  mean,    doef  heaven  referve  io 
fhunder  only  to  make  a^  noifj;  ?  has  it  no  implemenu  of  mifchief 
^o  puniih  as  well  as  teriify  ^        '  '         ' 
'*•  — —  ^uum  fiilmina  torque^ 
*^  Necquicquam  horremus  i  caecique  in  nubihus  imet 
V  Terrificant  animos,  et  inania  murmura  mifcent  r^ 

Steeveni,^ 
f  And  die  in  mufic^  &c,3    This,  and  the  two  former  lines  of  the 
fjpeech,  arc  wanting  in  tl»e  firft  quarto.     Stee vens. 

•  —  /i&e  ice-hroQk^s  temper ;]  In  the  firft  edition  it  is/  Ifehroke^s 
^fer.  Thence  corrupted  to  Jcf^h-iok's.^JEirc's  temper;  the 
'"'"'*"  '  '    Waters. 
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.  Gra.  [witJrin.']  If  tbou  attempt  it,  it  will  coft 

thee  dear ; 
Thou  haft  no  weapon,  and  perforce  muft  fuflfer. 

Otb.  Look  in  upon  me  then,  and  fpeak  with  me| 
Pfj  naked  as  I  am,  I  will  affault  thee. 

Re-enter  Gratiano% 

Gra.  What  is  the  matter  ? 

Otb.  Behold !  I  have  a  weapon ; 
'A  better  never  did  itfelf  fuftain 
Upon  a  foldier's  thigh :  I  have  feen  the  day^ 
That,  v^'ith  this  little  arm,  and  this  good  fword, 
J  have  made  my  way  through  more  impediments 

waters  of  that  river  of  Spain  are  particularly  famous  for  temper* 
iDgof  fteel.  The  fineft  arms  in  the  world  are  the  Cataloaiaa 
fufees.    Pope. 

.  \  believe  the  old  reading  chapged  to  ice-^^fok  is  rig^t.  Steel  is 
hardened  by  being  put  red  hot  into  very  cold  water,    Johnson. 

The  particular  name  of  the  ice-hrook  may  be  determined  by  the 
following  palTages  in  Martial.  It  was  undoubtedly  the  hrook  or 
rivttUt  called  S4I0  (now  ^alon),  near  Biliilis  in  Celtiberia.  la 
this  the  Spaniards  plunged  all  their  fwQrd's  and  other  weapoot  > 
while  hot  from  the  forge ;  and  to  the  icy  quality  of  the  waters, 
fhey  were  indebted  for  their  ftubborn  tenaper : 

Sxvo  fiilbilin  optimam  metallo 

"Sx  ferro  Plateam  fuo  fonantem, 

Quam  Jfu^u  tenui  fed  inquieto 

^flrmorum  Salo  temferator  atnhit. 
Agaifl^ 

Quibus  remiffum  corpus  aftringes  breviy 

Salone  qui  ferrum  ^eiau 

Pugio,  (juem  curvjs  fignat  brevis  orbita  veni^ 
Stridentem  geUkls  hunc  Salo  tinxit  aquis. 
Again/ in  Juflin^  J»  44-  "  Praecipua  his  quidem  ferri  materia  fed 
aqu^  ipfa  ferro  violgntior;  quippe  teinperamento  qus  ferrum 
acrius  redditur  j  npc  ullum  apud  eos  telu.m  probatur  quod  non  aut 
in  ^iMi  flvivio  aut  Chalybe  tingatur.  Unde  etiam  Chalybes  fluvii 
iiujus  finitimi  appellatj,  f^rroque  caeteris  pra?.ftare  dicuntur.** 
Thefe  parts  of  Spain  have  been  at  all  tiqies  famc(us  tbr  the  temper 
pf  their  arms,    oteevejjts*.  •-■'•'•* 
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Thaa  twenty  tunes  your  ftop  :r-But,  O  vain  baJJ;! 
"Who  cw  contrqul  his  fate  I  'tis  not  ib  now*— • 
J3c  not  afraid,  though  you  do  fep  me  weapon*d| 
Here  is  my  journey's  end,  here  is  my  but^,   . 
The  very  fea-nljark  of  my  utmoft  fail, 
po  you  go  back  difmay'd  ?  'tis  a  loft  fear  j 
Man  but  a  rufli  againft  Othello's  breaft. 
And  he  retires ; — ^Where  fhould  Othello  go  ? 
J^Qw,   how  doft  thou    look  now?    O    ill-ftarr'il 

wench ' ! 
Pale  as  thy  fmock!  when  we  fliall  meet  at  compt^ 
This  look  of  thine  will  hurl  my  foul  from  heaven. 
And  fiends  will  fnatch  at  it,    Cold^  cold,  my  girl  I 
Even  like  thy  chaftity.— i 
O  curfed,  ciirfed  flave ! — Whip  me,  ye  devils,    , 
From  the  poffeffion  of  this  heavenly  fight  I 
Blo^  me  about  in  winds !  roaft  me  in  fulphur ! 
Wafiii  me  in  ftcep-dpwn  gulfs  of  liquid, fire  !— 
ODefdemona!  befdemona!  dead? 
Pead?  O!  O!  O! 

J£nfer  Lodovuo,  Caffio  hr ought  in ;  Mqnfano^  wfb  Iag4 
prifoneri  and  Officers. 

Jaod.  Where  is  thi^  rafh   and  mod  ynfortunatq 
man*? 

^  *— O  iU'flarf^dnjoencbf]  This,  and  thf  fix  preceding  lines, 
jl^re  omitted  in  the  firll  qq^to.  Wench  origiaally  iignified  onhr  9, 
young  woman,  Cajfandra^  in  Whet|lope'8  rromosy  &c.  I57S»  wy^ 
pf  hcrfelf ;  -  ' 

**  Oh  wretched  vanch^  where  may  I  firft  complayne  ?*• 
^Bigain^ 

"  Therefore,  fweet  vjenche^  helpe  me  to  rue  my  woe,**  ^ 
The  word  is  ufe4  without  any  diflibnoi^rablc  meaning  in  the 
Bible*     "  And  a  ijoench  told  him,  ^kc." 

And  again,  by  Gawin  Douglas,  in  his  verfion  of  the  ^neid; 
»»  4-^  audetque  viris  concurrere  virgo,''^ 
J'  TJ^I?  V^^J^^^  ftoutlyc  rencpunt^r  ^urit  with  men.** 

*       '"'  " Stesveks^ 
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Ofi.  ThatS  he,  that  was  Othelip ;  here  T  zml 

Ledf  Where  is  that  viper  ?  bring  the  villhin  f(Mifc. 

Otb.  I  look  down  ^tqwards  his  feet; — but;  diat^s 
a  fable: 
If  that  thbu  bc'ft  a  devil,  I  cannot  Kill  thee. 

[Otbell^  wwrnb  I^ 

Lod^  Wrench  bis  fWorcJ  ffoip  him. 

lago.,  I  biped,  fir ;  but  pot  kiilM, 

Otb.  lam  not forry  neither ;  Td  have  thee  live; 
For,  in  nnr  fenfe,  'tis  happin^fs  to  die  *• 

Led:  O  thou  Othello,  that  waft  qnce  fb  good, 
FalPn  4  ih  the  pradice  of  a  curfed  fliave> 
What  Aall  be  laid  to  thee  ? 

Otb.  Why,  any  thing : 
An  honourable  murderer,  if  you  will^ 
For  nought  I  did  in  hate,  but  all  ia  honour. 

Lod.  This  wretch  hath  part  confefs*d  his  Villainy ; 
Pid  you  and  h^  con&nt  in  CalBo's  death  ? 

Otb.  Ay. 

Caf.  Pear  general,  I  never  gave  you  caufe. 

Oths,  I  do  believe  it,  and  I  aflc  your  pardon. 
Will  you,  I  pray,  denaand  that  demi-devil. 
Why  he  hath  thus  enfriar*d  my  foul  and  body  ? 

lago.  Denoand  me  nothing:   What  you  k(X>W| 
you  know ; 
From  this  time  forth  I  never  will  fpeaH  word, 

Lod.  What  ?  not  to  pray  ? 

Gra.  Torments  will  ope  your  lips, 

Otb.  W^tl,  thou  doft  b?(t/  '      * 

•  -.  tov3drds  hh  fiat  jrr-]    T()  fee  if,  acqordin^  to  the  common 
pinion,  hrs  feet  be  cloven.    Johnson. 

3'"jR7r,  in  my  Jenfcy  ^th  happinefi  to  <*f.]     The  farae  tlipught  h§S 
alr^^dy  occurred  in  Antony  and  Cleopatra  : 
—  T'is  well  thou'rt  gone— 
If  h  he  well  to  live.  Steevew«. 

^  ^  rV?  thepraHict — }    In  tYitJhare^  hyi^tjlratt^em** 

'  JOHKSOII^ 

l#4< 
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Led.  Sir,  you  (hall  underfland'nahit  ihach  befiUfn, 
Whkb,  as  I  tlHiik,70«  kiiow:n6t:  tfe^cifaa  NUcV, 
Found  ill  the  pocket  of  the  (fain  Hod^rigo ; 
iknd  here,  another  :  the  one  of  them  imports 
The  daath  ofCaffio^obe  undertook 
By  Roderigo,  x 

Oib.  O  villain! 

•Gtf/. ' Moft  heacheiiilh,^4iid  naoft  gr<rfs  I 

Lod.  Now  here^V  another  diftcmtented  paper^ 
Found  in  his  podcet  too ;  ^and  this,  it  fi^ems, 
Rodetigo  meaAt  tohfavefent  this  damn^  villain  j 
But  that,  belike,IIago  5  in  the  interim 
Oame  in  and  fatisfied  him. 

Oib.  O  the  pernicious  caitiff  !r- 
How  came  you,  CalTio,  by  that  handkerchief 
That  was  my  wife's  ? 

Ca/l  I  found  it  in  my  chamber :  ^ 

And  he  hitnfelf  confefs'd,  but  even  now. 
That  there  he  dropped  it,  for  a  fpecial  purpofc. 
Which  wrought  to  his  defirc. 

Oib.  O  fool!  fool!  fool! 

Caf.  There  is,  belides,  in  Roderigo's  letter,*^ 
How  he  upbraids  lago,'  chat  he  made  him 
Brave  tne  upon  the  watch ;  wherccm  it  came 
That  I  was  cad :  And  even  but  now  he  fpake^ 
After  long  feeming  dead>«-*Iago  hurt  bim^ 
1^0  fet  him  on. 

Lod.  You  muft  forfiike  this  room,  and  go  wkh  us ; 
Your  power  and  your  command  is  taken  off. 
And  Caffio  rules  in  Cyprus.     For  this  flave,'~ 
If  there  be  any  cunning  Cruelty, 
That  can  torment  fiim  much,  and  hold  him  long. 
It  (hall  be  his  :  You  fiiall  clofe  prifoner  reft, 

•   *  —  ia  the  interim'}     The  firft  copy  has^  vi  the  nick.     It  was, 
I  fuppofc,  thought  upon  revifal,  that  nick  was  too  familiar. 
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Till  that  the  nature  of  your  fault  be  kooWif 
To  the  Venetian  ftace,: — Cotne,  bring  him  away^ 
Ofb.  Soft  you;  a  word  or  two,  before  you.  go. 
I  have  done  the  ftate  fome  fervicc,  and  they  know  itjf 
No  more  of  that : — 1  pray  you,  in  your  Jetters^ 
When  you  fhall  thefe  unlucky  deeds  relate, 
*  Speak  of  me  as  I  am ;  nothing  ^t^nUate, 
Nor  fet  down  aught  in  malice  t  then  muft  you  fpea^ 
Of  one,  that  lov'd  not  wifely,  but  too  wcli ;  ' 
Of  one,  not  eafily  jeabus,  but,  being  wrought. 
Perplexed  in  the  extreme  ;  7  of  on<e,  whofe  hand. 
Like  the  bafe  Judean,  threw  a  pearl  away 

Richer 

•  speak  cfme  as  lam\—'\  The  firft  quarto  teads,' Stiak ifthm 
as  tbey  are.  The  .prelent  reading,  which  U  the  reaaing  of  the 
folio,  has  more  force.  Johnson* 

^ ofoncy  nubofe  hand^ 

Lake  the  htfe  Indiah,  ihre^  a  pearl  away 

Richer  than  all  his  i^ihe  ;-i-]  I  have  reftored  ^udian^  from  the 
elder  qyarto,  as  the  genuine  and  more  digible  reading.  Mr.  Pope 
thinks  this  was  occahoned  probably  by  the  word  tribe  jud  a^r :  I 
have  many  reafons  to  oppofethis  opinion.  In  the  firlV  place,  the 
moft  ignorant  Indian,  I  believe,  is  lo  far  the  reverfe  of  the  duhg* 
hill-ack  in  the  /able,  as  to  know  the  eftimatien  of  a  pearl  beydnd 
that  of  a  barle3r-corn.  So  that,  in  that  refpe6t,  the  thought  itfelf 
would  not  be  juft*  Then,  if  our  author  had  defigned  to  refled 
on  the  ignorance  of  the  Indian  without  any  farther  reproach,  he 
would  -have  called  him  rude^  and  not  baje}  Again,  I  am  per* 
fuaded,  as  my  fnend  Mr.  Warburton  long-  ago  oblerved,  the 
phrafe  is  not  here  liieraly  but  metaphorical:  and,  by  his  /eW,  our 
author  very  properly  means  a  fine  woman*  But  Mr.  Pope  objeda 
■ferther  to  reading  yudlan^  becaufc,  to  make  fenfe  of  this,  we  muH 
pre-fuppofe  fome  particular  ftory  of  a  Jew  alluded  to ;  which  is 
much  le(s  obvious  :  but  has  Shakefpeare  never  done  this,  but  in 
this  fingle  inflance  ?  I  am-  fatisfied*  in  his  Judian^  he  is  alluding 
to  Herod ;  who,  in  a  fit  of  blind  jealoufy,  threw  away  fuch  a 
jewel  of  a  wife  as  Mariamne  was  to  him.  What  can  be  more 
parallel  in  circumflance,  than  the  conduft  of  Herod  and  Othello? 
r^or  was  the  ftory  fo  little  obvious,  as  Mr.  Pope  feems  to  imagine : 
for,  in  the- year  161-3,  ^^  ^^^7  Elizabeth  Carew  publilhed  a  tra- 
gedy called  MariaiI,  the  Fair  ^een  of  Jewry.  I  fhall  only 
add,  that  our  author  might  write  Judian^  or  Judean  (if  that  (hould 
be  aUedged  as  any  objection)  inflead  oi  Judaan^  with  the  farotf 
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Richer  than  all  his  tribe ;   of  one,  whofe  fubdu'd- 

eyes. 
Albeit  unufcd  to  the  melting  moodi 

Drop^ 

licence  and  change  of  accent,  as,  in  his  Anthotv^  and  CUepatra^ 
he  (hortens  the  fecond  fyllaUe  of  Euphrates  in  pronunciation : 
which  was  a  liberty  likcwife  taken  by  Spencer,  of  whom  our 
author  was  a  iludious  imitator.    Theobald. 

JJke  the  hafe  Indian,  tbre^apearl  mvay']  Tht  elder  quarto 
reads.  yW/tf/r,  and  this  is  certainly  right.  And  by  the  ydJiau  is 
meant  Herod,  whofe  ufage  to  Mariamne  is  fo  appofite  to  the 
fpeaker's  cafe,  that  a  more  proper  inftance  could  not  be  thoughx 
of.  Belides,  he  was  the  fubjedofatragedy  at  that  time,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  words  in  Hamlet,  where  an  ill  player  is  defcribed, 

«<  —  to  out-herod  Herod." 
The  metaphorical  term  of^fearl  for  a  fine  woman,  is  fo  comraott 
as  fcarce  to  need  examples.     In  Tfoilus  and  Creffida^  a  lover  fays 
of  his  mifh^s, 

"  There  (he  lies  a  PEARL,''—  ♦  . 

And  again, 

'*,  Why  (he  is  z pearly  whofe  price,"  &c.    Warburtok. 
Like  the  hafe  Judean^  ihrew  a  pearl  azvqy 
Richer  than  all  his  triheJ^     1  cannot  join  with  the  learned 
critics  in  conceiving  this  pal&ge  to  refer  either  to  the  ignorance 
of  the  natives  of  India,  in  refpe6t  of  pearls^  or  the  well-knovvli 
ftory  of  Herod  and  Mariamne.     The  poet  might  juft  as  fairly  b# 
fuppofcd  to  have  alluded  to  that  of  Jeptha  and  his  daughter- 
Othello,  in  deteflation  of  what  he  had  done,  ftems  to  compare 
himfelf  to  another  perfon  who  had  thrown  away  a  thing  of  n/alue^ 
with  fome  circumftances  of  the  meaneji  <villainy^  which  the* epithet 
hafe  feems  to  imply  in  its  general  fenfc,  though  it  is  foraetimes  ufdd 
only  for  lov3  or  mean^    The  Indian  could  not  properly  be  termed 
hafe  m  the  former    and  moft  common  fenfe,-  whofe  fault. was 
ignorance^  which  brings  its  own  excufe  with  it ;  and  the  crime*  of 
Herod  furely  deferves  a  more  aggravated  diftin<9:ion.     For  though 
in  every  crime,  great  as  wdl  as  fmall,  there  is  a  degree  of  bafends, 
yet  the  furiis  agitatus  amor^  fuch  as  contributed  to  that  of  Herod, 
leems  to  alk  a  llronger  word  to  charaderize  it ;  as  there  was^/t/^ 
at  leail  in  what  he  did,   though  the  fpirit  of  a  fiend,  and  the  epi- 
thet hafe  would  better  fuit  with  petty  larceny  than  royal  guilt, .   Be- 
fides,  the  fimile  appears  to  me  '•oo  appofite  almoft  to  be  ufed  on 
the  occafiou,  and  is  little  liiore  than  bringing  the  fad  into  com- 
parifon  with  itfelf.     Each  through  jealouly  had  deftroyed  an  in- 
nocent wile,  circumftances  fo  parallel,  as  hardly  to  admit  of  that 
variety  which  we  generally  find  in  one  aliufion,  which  is  meant 
2.     .  .  :    ..  to 
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Brop  tears  as  fafl:  as  the  Arahiani  trees 
Their  med^cinable  gum  i  Set  you  dowjn  this  : 

to  illuftrate  another,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  appear  as  more  thaii 
atfupecfluDUs  praament.    Of  a  like  kind  of  iropcrfcaion,  .thqye' 
baotinftance  in  Virgil„B,.XI.  wh<rre  after.  Camilla, and. het^at- 
tMulaiKi  have^be^n^fcribod  as  Aibfol^teAmf3lap        . 
^*  At  medias  ^aj^r  i:iiBdes:  exi4Uatr,Axna9pn 
•  "  Uuum  cxcrta  latus  pMgwe  phaxetrau  Camilla. 
"•  At  cHFOum  leda^  comUes,**  ,to. 
we:  find  thero^'  niae.  line^  after,  coi9par<id.to  the  Ania;^jQS  ikm* 
SebiCh^p  Djppoljta.  or  Pepthjeplea^^futrpundedky  their  coippanioas  f 
^  VQ^eis  ThrriciaB,  cum.llvimipa  Thermodomis 
.     .  **  Pulfant^  e|  piais.h«llanmr  Aipwonesi  ^rwis : 
*^  Seu  circum  Hypoli«^n|.  f^u  c>m)  fe.martia  £umi 
«  Peathefika  refert-** 
iWbat  19.  this'  but  briogiiig  a  f^  into  com^arifon  with  ^tfclf .^ 
Neither  do  I  believe  the  poet  intended  to  biake  the  prefent  ^mile 
coincide  with  all  the  circumilances  ^of  OfbelloV  fituation,  but 
merely  with  the  fingle  a£t  of  having  Bafi^  (as  he  himfelf  terms  it) 
jkifoyfid  chat  on  wJbjch  he  ough^.t^  hsi^f^  i^t  a  greater  >alue.    As 
the  ^arl  may  bear  a  iiteral  as  well  as  a  meiafiharUai  feofe^  I, would 
sradier  choof?  to^taJce  it  in  the  Uifral  ofic,  and  receive  Mr.Topc*s 
.rejected  explanation,  pre-fu^Jing  fimefimy  of  a  ^Jerjc^  alluded  to, 
.which  might  be  well  underifood  at  that;  time,  though  now  perhaps 
^forgotten,  or  at  leaft  imperfedly  remember^.    I  have  read  in 
ioTti^  book,  as  ancient. as  the  Ume  of^Shakefp^are,  the  folbwing 
.^le ;  though,  at  prefent,  I  am  unable  .elcher  to  recplle^^  the  ptle 
.of  the  piece,  or  the  author's  name. 

A  Jew,  who  had  been  prifoner  for  many  years  in  diftant  parts, 
Jtbrovght  with  him  at  his  return  to  Venice  ^  great  nuitber  of  owls* 
which  he  offered  on  the  change  among  the  merchants,. and  (one 
i>ak>ne  excepted)  difpofed  of  tbem  to  his  fatisfadtion.  On  thit 
i)earl,  which  was- the  largeft  ever  ihewn  at  market,  he  had  feced  ^n 
.  immoderate  price,  nor  could  be  perfuaded  to  make  the  leaft  abate- 
.  nsent.  Many  of  the  magnificos,  as  well  as  traders,  offered ,  him 
»  confiderable  fumr  for  it,  but  he  was  refolute  in  hi^  fird:  dem^nd^ 
i-At  lait,  after  repeated  and  unfuccefsful  applications  to  i^idividu^s, 

•  he  affembled  the  merchants  of  the  city,  by  proclamat^  to  meet 

•  Jiim  on  the  Aialto,  where  he  once  more  expofed  it  tp  fale  on  the 
f.  former  terms,  but  to  no  purpofe.    After  having  eacpatiated,  for 

•  the  kft  time,  on  the  fingular  beauty  and  value  of  it,  he  thrpw' 

•  kfuddenly  into  the  fea  before  them  all.  Though  this  anecdgtcr 
:  may  a{^ear  iiiconiiflent  with  the  avarice  of  a  Jew,  yet  k  fuf- 
3  ficiently  agrees. with  thefpirit  fo  remarkable  at  all  times  m  jbe 
c.icatter'd  remains  of  that  vindi^ve  nation^  . 
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And  fay,  bbfides, — that  in  Aleppo  once> 

Where 

Shakefpeare^s  (eeming  averiion  to  the  Jews  in  general ^  and  his 
tcnAant  defire  to  expole  their  avarUi  and  bafenej's  as  often  as  hd 
had  an  opportunity,  may  (erve  to  ftrengthen  my  fuppolition  ; 
and  as  chat  nation^  in  his  time,  and  iince,  has  not  been  famous 
for  crimes  daring  and  conjplcuous^  but  has  rather  contented  itfelf 
to  thrive  by  tbe  meaner  and  more  fuccefsful  arts  o(  hafenefs^  there 
feems  to  be  a  particular  propriety  in  the  epithet.  When  FalHatf 
is  juilifying  himfelf  in  Henry  IV.  he  adds,  "  If  what  I  hav6 
•'  faid  he  not  true,  I  am  a  Jew,  an  Ebrew  Jew,"  /.  e,  one  of  the 
mofl  fufpedted  chanu^ers  of  the  time.  The  liver  of  a  Jew  is  an 
ingredient  in  the  cauldron  of  Macbeth;'  and  the  vigilance  for 
gain,  which  is  defcribed  in  Shylock,  may  afibrd  us  reafon  to  fup* 
pofe  the  poet  was  alludjng  to  a  (lory  like  that  already  quoted* 

Richer  than  all  bis  tribe^  feems  to  point  out  the  Jew  again  in  a 
mercantile  light ;  and  may  mean,  that  the  pear  i  nx^s  richer  tJ^tn  ail 
the  gems  to  ie  found  among  afet  rfmen  general^  trading  in  thenu 
Neither  dp  I  recolle£l  that  Othello  mentions  many  things,  but 
what  he  might  fairly  have  been  allowed  to  have  had  knowledge 
of  in  the  courfe  of  his  peregrinations.  Of  this  kind  are  the  limiles 
of  the  £uxine  fea  flowing  into  the  Propontick;  and  the  Arabian 
trees  dropping  their  gums.  The  reft  of  his  fpeeches  are  more 
free  from  mythological  and  hiflorical  alluiions,  than  almoii  any 
to  be  found  in  Shakefpeare,  for  he  is  never  quite  clear  from  them ; 
though  in  the  defign  of  this  character  he  ieems  to  have  meant  it 
for  one  who  had  fpent  a  greater  part  of  his  lite  in  the  field,  than 
in  the  cultivation  6i  any  other  knowledge  than  what  would  be 
of  ufe  to  him  in  his  military  capacity.  It  (hould  be.obfervedi^ 
that  moll  of  the  ilourilhes  merely  ornamental  were  added  after 
the  firil  edition ;  and  this  is  not  the  only  proof  to  be  met  with, 
that  the  poet  in  his  alterations  fometimes  forgot  his  original  plan. 

The  metaphorical  term  ef  a  pearl  for  a  fine  womaH^  may,  for 
aught  I  know,  be  very  common  )  but  in  the  inflances  Dr*  War* 
burton  has  brought  to  prove  it  fo,  there  are  found  circumflances 
that  immediately  ihew  a  woman  to  have  been  meant.  S0|  ia 
Troilus  and  Crelpda : 

**  Her  b£d  is  India^  there  stis  lies  z  feark 

** .  Why  s  H£  is  a  pearl  whofe  price  hath  launchM,**  ic. 

In  Othello^s  fpeech  we  find  no  fuch  leading  ezpreiiion ;  and  are 
therefore  at  Jibcrty,  1  thinks  to  take  the  paiTage  in  its  Cterai  mean* 

ing» 

Either  we  are  partial  to  difcoveries  which  we  make  for  our* 
felves,  or  the  fpirit  of  controverfy  is  contagious  ; .  for  .it  ufualljr 
happens  that  each  boil'efl&r  of  an  ancient  copy  of  our  author  !• 
led  to  aflert  the  fupenority  of  all  fuch  teadings  as  have  not  beea 

Vol.  X.  S4  cjOubittd 
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«  Where  a  malignant  and  a  tqrbanM  Turk 

JJeat  a  Venetian,  and  traduced  the  ftatc, 

I  took  by  the  throat  the  circumcifed  dog. 

And  fmote  him — thus.  [Staas  bimfelf^ 

Lod.  O  bloody  period ! 

Cra.  All,  that  is  fpoke,  is  marr'd. 

Otb.^  I  kifs'd  thee,  'ere  I  kiU'd  thee ;,— No  way 

but  this,  [Falling  upon  Defdem. 

JCilling  myfelf,  to  die  upon  a  ki(s  '.  \pieu 

exhibited  in  the  notes,  jr  received  into  the  text  of  the  laft  edition. 
On  this  account,  our  prefent  republication  (and  more  cfpejcially  ii? 
ihe  celebrated  plays)  affords  a  greater  number  of  thefe  diverfitiek 
than  were  ever  beibre  obtruded  on  the  public.  A  time  howevdr 
pay  arrive,  when  a  complete  body  ot  variations  being  printed^ 
our  readers  may  luxuriate  in  an  ample  feaft  of  ibau  and  'whichtii 
and  thencefonvard  it  may  be  prophecied,  that  all  will  unite  in  a 
wifli.that  the  felec^ion  had  been  made  by  an  editor,  rather  than 
Submitted  to  their  own  labour  and  fagacity. 
'  To  this  note  (hould  be  fubjoined  (as  an  apology  for  many  othei^ 
lyhich  may  not  be  thought  to  bring  convi6iion  with  them)  thit 
the  true  fenfc  of  a  paffage  has  frequently  remained  undetermined, 
till  repeated  experiments  have  been  tried  on  it ;  when  one  com- 
mentatbr,  making  a  proper  ufe  of  the  errors  of  another,  has  at  laft 
-explained  it  to  uniyerfal  fatisfad^ion.  When  miftakes  have  fuci 
cfets,  who  would  regret  having  been  miftaken,  or  be  (brry  to  prove 
'the  means  of  direfting  others,  by  that  affinity  which  a  wroi^ 
reading  or  interpretation  fometim'cs  has  to  the  right,  though  he 
"Tias  not  been  fo  lucky  as  to  produce  at  ppce  authorities  which  cotild 

not  be  queftioned,    or  dccifions  to  which    nothing   could  be 

added?    Steevens. 

'   I  abide  by  the  old  text,  ?•  the  bafe  yad&a«.*'  Shakefpeare  leeios 
'  to  allude  to  Herod  in  the  play  of  Mariamne: 

**  Lhad  but  one  ineftimable  jewel  ^  ■   « 
.  •  -     "  Yet  I  ii^  fuddaine  choler  caft  it  downe, 

V  And  daftit  it  all  to  pieces." — —  Farmer. 

-  •  Where  a  mdUgnant  arid  a  turhan^d  Turk]     I  am  tol3  that  it  it 

imjncdiate  death  for  a  Chriftian  to  flrike  a  Turk  in  Aleppo^ 
'  brhelia  is  boafting  of  his  own  audacity.     Anon. 

•  KiUirig  ntyfelf^  to  die, upon  a  ki/s]]*   So,  in  the  Second  Part  of 

Marlpw's  7/ww^vr/tf/W,  I  ^90 : 

.s  •       «4  Yet  let  me  krffe  my  lord  before  I  dye; 
"•  'f  *•  And  let  me  dye  with  kiffing  of  my  lord.**     Steevens. 
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.  CnJ.^  This  did  I  fear,  biit  thought  he  had  no  wekr 

pon; 
For  he  was  great  of  heart, 
Lod.  '  O  Spartan  dog» 
More  fell  than  anguilh,  htingcr,  or  the  fea ! 
Look  on  the  tragic  loading  of  this  bed  -,     [21(7  lagbk 
*rhis  is  thy  Work :  the  bbjeft  poifons  fight  j-^ 
Let  it  be  hid. — Gratiano,  keep  the  houfc. 
And  fcize  upon  the  fortunes  of  the  Moof, 
For  they  fuccced  on  you, — *  To  ydu^  lord  gtiverfioi',* 

Remains 

*  O  Spurtan  Jogf]    The  dogs  of  Sparmn  race  wisre  reckoned 
among  thofe  of  the  moil:  fierce  and  favkge  kind.    HanMer. 

*  —  ToyoU^  lord  governor^ . 
Rehiains  the  ctnfure  rf  this  beUiJh  n>iitmn  ;]  Rymer,  who  nad 
fielther  vigour  of  imagination  to  make  a  poet,  nor  ftrength  of 
judgment  to  make  a  critic,  as  appears  from  Ykx^Edgar^  and  his 
Remarks  on  Shake^are^  had  yet  jiilc  enough  to  plajr  the  buffoon  and 
caviUer*  His  criticifm  on  the  Poets  of  the  loft  age^  with  only  a 
mixture  of  trite  remarks,  tr anfcribed  from  the  French  commentatorf 
on  Arifiotkj  are  one  continued  heap  of  ignorance  and  infolence; 
Almoft  the  only  remark  on  Shakefpeare,  which,  I  think,  deferved 
an  anfwer,  is  upon  lago's  character^  which  he  thus  cenfures.  To 
tntertain  the  audience  {pays  he)  with  Jdmething  new  dt^  Jurfrifing% 
Ugainfi  common  fenje  and  nature^  he  vjouldpdfs  upon  us  a  chfe^  diffem^ 
klingf  faifiy  ungrat^td  rq/cal^  infteud  if  an  open-he/trted^  frank^  plain^ 
iiealing  foldier^  a  charaBer  cohjlanthf  worn  qy  them  for  fame  thoufandk 
'tf years  in  the  worlds  This  hath  the  appearance  of  fenfe,  being 
founded  on  that  rule  of  Nature  and  Ariflotk^  that  each  character 
ihould  have  manners  convenient  to  the  age,  fex,  and  condition, 

JBtatis  agufque  iioiandifunt  tihi  mores^  &c. 
fays  Horace.  But  how  has  our  critic  applied  it  ?  According  to 
this  rule  it  is  confeflfed,  that  a  foldier  fhbuld  be  brave,  generous, 
and  a  man  of  honour.  This  is  to  be  his  dramatic  character. 
But  dther  cfne  or  niore  of  any  order  may  be  brought  in.  If  only 
one,  then  the  chara<£ler  of  the  order  takes  its  denomination  from 
the  manners  of  that  otie.  Had  therefotie  the  only  folctier  in  thii 
play  been  lago,  the  rule  had  been  tranfgrefled,  and  Rymer's  cen- 
furc  well  /ounded.  For  then  this  eternal  viUain  mufl  have  givea 
the  chara^er  of  the  foldiery ;  which  had  been  unjuft  and  unna* 
tural.  But  if  a  »»7«^  of  the  fame  order  be  reprefented,  then 
ihe  character  of  the  order  is  taken  from  the  miners  of  the  ma- 
8  s  ^  jbrity; 
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628  OTHELLO, 

Remains  the  .cenfur?  3  of  this  hcllifli  villain  3 
The  time,  the  place,  the  torture, — O  inforce  it ! 
Myfelf  will  ftraight  aboard  j  and,  to  the  ftate. 
This  heavy  aft  with  heavy  heart  relate  4,      [^Exeunt. 

jority ;  and  this,  according  tp  nature  s^nd  commpn  fenfe.  Now 
in  this  play  there  are  many  of  tlie  order  of  the  foldiery;  and  ail, 
excepting  liigo,  reprefentcd  as  open,  generous,  and  brave.  From 
thefe  the  foldier's  channEter  is  to  be  taken ;  and  not  from  lago, 
^ho  is  brought  as  an  exception  to  it,  un1e&  it  be  unnatural  to 
fuppofe  there  could  be  an  exception ;  or  that  a  villain  ever  in- 
sinuated himfelf  into  that  corps.  And  thus  Shakefpcare  flandf 
dear  of  thisvimjxirtinent  criticifm,     Warburtok. 

^  — the  cenfure]  i.  e.  the  fentence.  So,  in  Hinde's  EUqP& 
X^ihidinojo^  1606  :  "  Elioflo  and  Cleodora  '  wefe  ailoniihed '  at 
fuch  '4  hard  cenfure^  and  wept  to  Limbo  moft  willingly." 

Steeveks. 
*  This  heavy  afl  ivith  heavy  beari  relt^ie."]  The  beauties  of  this 
play  imprefs  themfelves  fo  llrongly  upon  the  attention  of  the  rea-j 
cler,  tY\'4t  they  can  draw  no  aid  froni  critical  illuftration.  The 
fiery  opennel's  of  Othello,  magnanimous,  artlefs,  and  credulous, 
boundkfs  in  his  confidence^  ardent  in  his  afTedtion,  inflexible  ia 
his  refolution,  and  obdurate  in  his  revenge ;  the  cool  malignity 
oflago,  fUent  in  his  refentment,  fubtle  in  his  defigos,  and  flu-, 
^ious  ac  once  qf  his  ihtereO:  and  his  vengeance ;  the  fbft^  &axp 
plicity  of  Defdemona,  confident  pf  merit,  and^  confcious  of  innor 
cence,  her  iirtlefs  perfeverancc  in  her  fuit,  and  her  (lownefs  tp 
fufpe£t  that  (he  can  be  fufpaSted,  are  fuch  proofs  of  Shakefpeare's 
ikill  in  hum«in  nature,  as,  I  lu'ppofe,  it  is  vain  to  feek  in  any 
inodern  writer.  The  gradual  progrefs  which  lago  makes  in  tho 
Moor's  conviction,  and  the  circumflances  which  he  employs  tp 
infiame  him,  are  fo  artfully  natural,  th^t,  thpugh  it  will  perhaps 
not  be  faid  of  him  as  he  fays  of  himfelf,  that  he  is  a  m^n  not 
taj^  jealous  J  yet  we  cannot  but  pity  hiip,  whenatlaft  we  find 
JpLim  perplexed  in  the  extreme, 

Tliere  is  always  danger,  left  wickednefs,  conjoined  with  abili- 
ties, (hould  fteal  upon  elbe^n,  though  it  mifTes  of  approbation ; 
but  thie  charader  of  lago  \%  fo  conduced,  that  he  is  froip  the  firft 
iceqe  to  the  laft  hated  and  dcfpifed. 

Even  the  infpfior  charaders  of  this  play  would  be  very  con- 
spicuous in  any  other  piece,  not  only  for  their  juftnefs,  but  their 
.  rfrength.  Caijio  is  brave,  benevolent,  and  honeft,  ruined  only  by 
his  want  of  ftubbornnefs  to  refill  an  inlidious  invitation.  Rode- 
rigo's  fufpicious  credulity,  and  impatient  fubmiflion  to  the  cheats 
Wj^cb  he  fees  gradifed  upon  him,  and  which  by  perfuafion  be 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  MOOR  OP  VENICE.       629 

fuffers  to  be  fepeated,  exhibit  a  firong  pi(rture  of  a  weak  mind 
betrayed  by  unlawful  defires  to  a  falfe  friend  ;  and  the  virtue  of 
^Emilia  is  fuch  as  we  often  find  worn  loofely,  but  not  caft  o% 
eafy  to  commit  fmall  crimes,  but  quickened  and  alarmed  at  atro- 
cious villainies. 

The  fcenes  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  are  bufy,  varied 
by  happy  interchanges  9  and  regularly  promoting  the  progreffion 
of  the  itory ;  and  the  narrative  in  the  end,  though  it  tells  but 
what  is  known  already^  yet  is  necelTary  to  produce  the  death  ot 
Othello. 

Hadf  the  fcene  opened  in  Cyprus,  and  the  preceding  incidents 
been  occaiionally  related,  there  had  been  little  wanting  to  a 
4rama  of  the  moll  exad  and  fcrupulous  regularity.    Johnson, 


THE     END. 
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Supplemental  Note  on  Hamtet,  p.  2^3  ancl^xa^, 

Tie  rugged  Pyrrbus^  &c,] 

Mr;  M^lonc  once  obferred  to  ine,  that  a  hte  editor  fuppofed 
the  fpeech  uttered  by  the  Pla^  before  Hamlet^  to  haVe  been 
taken  fiom  an  ancifeattdrama,  entitled  <'  Dido  Queen  of  CarthageJ' 
I  had  not  then  the  means  of  juftifying  or  confuting  hi^'  remark, 
the  piece  alluded  to  havine  efcaped  the  handa  of  the  moft  liberal 
and  indudrtous  cdlle6tOrs  oF  fuch  corioiides*    Since,  however, 
our  laft  (heet  was  printed  off,  I  have  met  with  this  prfbrmance, 
and  am  therefore  ^  liberty  to  pronounce  that  it  did  ndt  fiirnilh 
our  Author  wi'th  more  than  a  ^neral. hint 'for  his  defcriptidn  of 
the  death  of  ,Priam,  &c :  unlets,  with  reference  to 
— the  whiff  and  <u»W  of  his  fell  fword 
The  unnerved  father  fells,—— 
Hre  read,  ver,  23 :         •  * 

And  with  the  fl»W  thereof  the  king  fejl  iiwn  ;'    ' 
find  can  mi&e  out  a  resemblance  between '> 

So  as  a  painted  tyrant,  Pyrrhias  ftood-;  •  ' 

and  ver.  3^:  '..:•' 

So  leaning  on  his  fword,  he  flood  ftone  AtU.       '     * : 
The  greater  part  of  the  foUomng  lines  are  furely  more  tidiculout 
^n  themfelvesy  than  even  Shakdpeare's  happieft  vem  of  bttrlelciue 
•4pr  parody  could  have' Made  them  :  .^ 

*'  At  laft  came  Pirrhus  fdl  and  full  of  ire,  '  "     > 

**  His  harne0e<dropping  bloiid,  and  on  his  fpeare 
"  The  mangled  head  ^Priana  yongeft  fonne, 
^'  And  after  him  his  band  of  Mtrmidons, 
^*  With  balles  of  wilde  fire  in  their  murdering  pawes,      , 
*'  Which  made  the  funerall  flame  that  ^urnt f aire  *&^v^ 
**  All  which  hemd  me  about,  cr>J«g,  this  is  he,        •     1 
f  ly'tdo.     Ah,  how  could poore  iEneas  (cape- thrfr tfands?      1 
-  **  J^n.     My  mother  Femt  jealous  of  my  health, 

*^  Convaid  me  from  their  crooked  nets  and  bands: 
**  So  I  efcapt  the  furious  Phrrhus  wrath : 
«*  Who  then  ran  to  the  pallac©  of  the  King,      *        .     <^ 
.•   «*  And  at.  ywe'i  Altar  finding  Pfiwifejw,       y   '         •  :  v  "^ 
**  About  whofe  withered  necke  hung;  Hecuba,         ..  .  •-'*' 
*«  Foulding  ^%'hnKt  in-hefs^iond  j^Ady  bodi 
•  '    <^  ^Beofing  their  breafls  and  faUing'Oll  the  ^ual, 
f '  He  with  his  faulchions  point  f  aifde  up  at  once  ; 
•«  And  with  Megeras  eyes  flared  in  their  face, 
*'  Thrcatning  a  thoufand  deaths  at  every  glaunce. 
•*  To  whom  the  aged  king  thus  trembling  fpoke  :  &c.-i«» 
**  Not  mov'd  at  all,  but  fmiling  at  his  teares, 
f^  This  butcher,  whirfl  his  hands  were  yet  held  up, 

3  *'  Treading 
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.  ^  TrcaiBcg  upon  his  bnaft,'  ftrookc  off  his  bards.      .    v ' 
^  Dida,  O  end  ^aeas,  i  can  heare  no  more. 
^  JEn*     At  which  the  framkke  queene  leapt  on  his  face, 
**  And  in  his  eyelids  hanjnng  by  the  nayles, 
**  A  little  while  prolong^  her  hufband's  life  J 
^<  At  lail  the  fouldiers  |>uld  herhy  the  heeles^ 
*'  And  fwong^ier  howling  in  the  emptie  ayre, 
•«  Which  feiit  an  eccho  to  the  wounded  king: 
^^  Whereat  he  lifted  up  his  bedred  lims, 
^  And  would  hare  grappeld  with  Achilles  fonne, 
<*  Forgetting  both  lus  want  of  ftrength  and  hands  ; 
^^  Which  hedifdainingy  whifkt  his  fword  about, 
33.  ^  And  with  the  wound  thereof  the  king  fell  downe: 
**  Then  from  the  navell  to  the  throat  at  once, 
'<  He  ript  old  Priam ;  at  whofe  latter  gafpe 
**  JoveV  marble  flatue  g^n  to  bend  the  brow, 
«*  As  lothing  Pirrhus  for  this  wicked  a6t : 
**  Yet  he  undaunted  tooke  his  fathers  flagge, 
^  And  dipt  it  in  the  old  kin^  chill  cold  bloud, 
**  And  then  .in  triumph  ran  into  the  ftreetes, 
**  Through  which  he  could  not  pafle  for  flaughtred  men  r 
32.  *'  So  .leaning  on  his  fw6rd  he  flodd  ilone  ilitt, 

**  Viewing  die  fire  wherewith  rich  Ilion  burnt,"  A£t.  1.^ 
The  taaik  title  of  the  Play  from  which  tbefe  lines  are  copied,  is 
as  follows :  The  |  Tragedie  of  Dido  |  ^eene  of  Carthagu  \ 
Played  by  the  Children  of  her  |  Maiifiies  CbapfdL  \  Written  by 
Chriflopher  Marlowe,  and  |  Thomas  J^afi.  Getu.  \  *-A6tors  |  Ju" 
piter.  I  Gammed,,  \  Venus*  \  Cutid.  |  Jvni.  I  Mercuries  or  |  Hermes. 

IJEneas.  I  Afcamus*  \  Dido,  \  Avna.'-^Achates^  \  lUoneus*  I  larbas. 
CkoHtbes.  [Sergefius*  |  At  London,  j  Printed,  by  the  Widdowc 
Qtwiftf  for  n^mas  Woodcoch^  and  |  are  t*  be  Iblde  at  his  (hop,  in 
Paules  Cburch-yeard,  at  |  thefi^e  of  the  blacke  Beare.  1594*  | 

In  the  Tetfftjly  p.  43,  I  had  likewife  ttnagined  fome  allufion  to 
diis  piece ;  but,  on  reading  it  over,  have  difcovered  not  the  ilighteft 
grounds  for  my  fuppofition. 

In  Machetb^  j)*  448*  [-^  unftam'd  bim  Jrom  the  nave  to  the 
chops]  I  hi^ve  idly  ib^ove  to  fupport  Dr.  Warburton,  who  reads 
w^  inftead  of  nave;  the  latter  being  juiUfied  by  a  paiTage  quoted 
idbove^  from  Dido: . 

Then  from  the  nawl  to  the  ibnai^  at  6Dce 

lie  r^  old  Pfiam»  St££V£K8« 
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Vol.  X.  lad  Leaf, 

ACCIDENTAL    OMISSIONS,    &c. 
VOLUME     t 


Add  the  follfivjtng  {iccouni  of  the  defcendants  of  our  ^ great  poet^  as 
a.nofe  to  the. name  ofjonif  Hall.     FoL  L    Preface^  page  ill. 

John  Hall  r:t=  Sufanna  daughter  and  coheirefs 

of  William  Shakfpeare. 


Elizabeth  Hall   —   Thumas  Nafh,  Efq. 

A  dauijhter        =  Sir  Reginald  Forfter  of 

IWarwicklhire, 
■  '  in- 

Franklyn  Miller  =  Jane  Forfter, 

ofHideHalljCo. 

Hertford. 


Nicholas  Miller  =  Mary, 


Nicholas  Franklyn  Miller 
of  Hide  Hall,  the  only.    ^ 
furviving  branch  of  the 
family  of  Miller, 

This  defcent  appears  from  the  old  writings  in  the  pofTefiion  of 
that  family.  I  am  indebted  for  it  to  the  kindnefs  of  the  Rev.. 
Mr.  Whalley,  the  learned  editor  of  the  Works  of  Ben  Jdnfon. 

Add  to  the  Lift  of  Plays  altered  from  ZhakJ^are^  p.  2434 

Pyramus  and  Thifbe,  a  Comic  Mafquc,  by  Richard  Leve;*- 
ridge,  performed  at  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.     8vo.  1716. 

Add  page  244. 

A  Cure  for  a  Scold,  a  Ballad  Opera,  by  James  Worfdale,  8yo«. 
Takea  from  the  Taming  of  a  Shrews    itmo.   iTfi^ 

ddlf 
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Jdd^9  the  Lifi  tf  Detached  Pieces  efCriticiJm  0m  Shakffearey  &c. 

.Notes  and  Various  Readings  on  Shakfpeare,  Part  the  Firft* 
tec.  with  a  General  Gloflkry,    By  Edward  CapelU  4.10.  1775. 

Merry  Wives  ofWindfoTy  page  357. 

i^et  thejl^  rain  potatoes  y^^haiUdJjmg  comfits^  and /now  eringoes: 
let  there  come  a  tempeji  of  provocation.'] 

On  thispdffiige  add  the  foUowing  note, 

Holinflied  Informs  us,  that  in  the  year  1583,  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  prince  Alafco^  waa  performed  *^  a  verie  Aatelie  trage« 
die  named  UUdo^  wherein  the  queen's  banket  (with  ^neas  nar- 
ration of  the  deftru6iion  of  Troje)  was  livelie  defcribcd  in  a 
marchpaine  pSLXtetntj^--the  Umpfifi  wherein  it  hailed  fmaU  confeBs^ 
rained  rofewater^  and /new  an  artificiall  kind  of/now^  all  ftrange, 
marvellous  and  abundant."  On  this  circumftance  very  probably 
Shakfpeare  was  thinking,  when  he  put  the  words  quoted  above 
into  the  mouth  of  Fal&aff.    St££V£ns. 
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